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PREFACE 

THE agreement to prepare the volumes on the Minor Prophets 
for this series was entered into in 1890, - fourteen years ago. 
I did not then anticipate the serious obligations which were 
shortly to be assumed in other directions. But in all these 
years of administrative concern I have had recourse for change, 
comfort, and courage to IPY work on the Twelve Prophets. 
A large portion of the work had been finished as early as 
1897, when the essential results on the structure of Amos 
appeared in The Biblical World. It is a significant fact that 
during these fourteen years there have been given to the world 
the noteworthy contributions of Oort (1890), Mitchell (1893, 
1900), Mtiller (1896), Cheyne (in W. R. Smith, Prophets 2

, 1895), 
Nowack (1897, 1903), George Adam Smith (1896), Volz (1897), 
Driver (1897 ), Wellhausen (3d ed., 1898), Budde (1899), Lohr 
(1901), Sievers (1901), Baumann (1903), Meinhold (1903), and 
Marti (1903). 

The plan originally included two volumes for the Minor 
Prophets; this has been enlarged to three, of which the pres
ent volume, containing Amos and Hosea, is the first. Vol. II. 
will include Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Obadiah; 
Vol. III., Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Joel, Jonah. It is hoped 
that the second and third volumes will appear within the next 
two years. 

It cannot be said that the Twelve Prophets lack, either in 
the comprehensive relation which they sustain to the entire 
history of Hebrew life and thought, in the interest of the prob
lems which they suggest, or in the almost infinite variety of 
these problems. In every field of study, the textual, the literary, 
the historical, the archaeological, and the theological, they fur
nish facts and suggest questions than which few others, perhaps, 
possess greater significance. One need only mention, by way 

vii 
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of illustration, the questions involved in determmmg the place 
of Amos in the development of Hebrew thought, the problems of 
criticism and interpretation which are suggested by the early 
chapters of Hosea, the text and historical distribution of the 
chapters now joined together under the name of Micah, the 
complexity of the data included in the several portions of 
Zechariah, not to speak of the fragmentary character of Oba
diah, the peculiar phenomena presented in Jonah, and many 
other equally puzzling but significant aspects of literary and 
theological inquiry. These facts and problems connect them
selves with every important phase of the Old Testament activity 
between 900 B.c. and 300 B.c., in other words, with the entire 
creative period. 

The books which occupy our attention in this first volume go 
well together, not only because one follows the other chrono
logically, but also because one supplements the other logically, 
the two presenting a totality of expression in the light of which 
each receives a clearer interpretation. It seemed necessary to 
take up, m connection with these first two of the immortal 
Twelve, -.-1iaay questions that concern just as closely the others. 
Especially was the force of this point felt in the Introduction ; 
for an introduction to Amos and Hosea is really an introduction 
to Prophecy. 

Nowhere is it more necessary to distinguish sharply between 
the actual words of an author and those that have been added 
by later writers than in the case of Amos and Hosea. The his
tory of the Messianic idea, in whatever sense we employ that 
term, is fundamentally involved in this distinction. Care has 
been taken, therefore, to keep separate the quite considerable 
proportion of material (ascribed by tradition to these authors) 
which may confidently be treated as of later origin. This in 
the case of Amos is about one-fifth of the whole, and in the ca:se 
of Hosea about one-fourth. 

It is unquestionably the first duty of a commentator to recon
struct the text as best he may. The contributions to the text
criticism of Amos and Hosea, made within two decades, are 
striking; but not more so than the unanimity with which the 
more important emendations have received acceptance. More-
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over, many of the changes originally suggested, perhaps on 
one or another basis (e.g. grammar, history, the versions, or the 
strophic structure), have later received corroboration on other 
grounds than those on which they rested primarily. This has 
frequently occurred in my own experience; and when I recall 
how often a twofold or even threefold substantiation of a con
jecture has thus taken place, I am compelled to defend myself, 
and others like myself, against Professor Driver's suggestion 
that " it is precarious to base textual and critical inferences " 
upon the "strophe."• I venture to suggest that in the near 
future this comparatively new phase of critical study will be 
"brought forth into a large place."t It is worthy of notice 
surely that nearly every important piece of work on the Twelve 
Prophets in fifteen years has taken into consideration the ques
tion of the measure and strophic arrangement (pp. clxv f.). 
My own interest in this subject was aroused in 1887 by the 
articles of Professor Briggs in Hebrai'ca. No one can doubt 
the good results in general which have followed the turning of 
attention in this direction. It is unnecessary, and in a com
mentary impossible, to take up this phase of treatment in all 
the detail worked out by Sievers; but it is equally impossible 
now to study the thought of these prophetic sermons without 
recognizing fully this fundamental factor in their form of com
position. As a matter of fact, " strophic structure " is only 
another name for " logical structure." 

The textual notes preceding the general treatment and the 
grammatical and philological notes following it have been in
tended to furnish the student of ordinary advancement the 
more important data with which to reach his own conclusions. 
I fear that in some cases these suggestions are too elementary 
in their character ; but I have had in mind that student of 
Sacred Scripture who, with such help, might enter into a fairly 
critical appreciation of the points raised; and I have felt that I 
might advantageously omit a portion of this kind of material in 
the succeeding volumes. The presentation of different read
ings which are not accepted, as well as of all the principal 

• Jotl and Amos, p. u6. t Y. p. clxix. 
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interpretations in every case, seemed to me to be required by 
the emphasis which the editors of the series have placed upon 
the importance of providing the history of the interpretation. 
I am perfectly aware that the history of interpretation does not 
consist in placing one after another a series of differing interpre
tations ; but it is quite clear that space would not permit a fuller 
discussion in every place, nor was such discussion necessary. 
At the same time, upon the basis of the interpret/ltions as thus 
given, even when no comment is added, it is not difficult for 
one to construct the history. I have endeavored to note all 
opinions really worthy of consideration ; and I trust that the 
fulness of citation in some passages may not prove too weari
some to the reader who is not a student. 

It is a source of great satisfaction to make acknowledgment 
of the indebtedness which I owe to those who have preceded me; 
and especially to Baur, WUnsche, Cheyne, Wellhausen, W. Rob
ertson Smith, Nowack, Driver, George Adam Smith, Budde, 
and Kautzsch (v. his article, "Religion of Israel," in Hast
ings's Dictionary of the Bible). I have tried in each important 
instance to indicate the position taken by those who have dis
cussed that particular case ; and likewise to recognize the 
author who first suggested a reading or interpretation after
ward adopted by others. I regret that my manuscript was 
already almost wholly in type before the appearance of No
wack's second edition and of Marti's commentary. Use has 
been made of these volumes in the revision of the sheets. I 
ought perhaps to mention that a considerable portion of my 
manuscript has been thrown out because I had transgressed the 
limits set for the volume. 

A word more concerning the Introduction seems to be neces
sary. It appeared to me that a brief summary of pre-prophetism 
was required as the basis on which to place the work of Amos 
and Hosea. This would have been unnecessary if it were cer
tain that all Hebrew thought really began with Amos. But this 
view I cannot accept, and so I have enlarged the Introduction 
to include a resume of the pre-prophetic activity. In the pres
entation of this I have found myself greatly embarrassed for 
lack of space. 
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The list of literature will be found fairly exhaustive as far as 
half a century back. Lists of the literature before that time 
are accessible in Gunning's De Godsprakm van Amos, Driver's 
article on Amos in Smith's Dictz'onary of the Bible (2d ed.), 
Wttnsche's Hosea, and in Lange's Commentary, Vol. XVI. The 
reader is requested to note the Addenda and Corrigenda on 
pp. xv, xvi, as well as the abbreviations on pp. xvii ff. 

In conclusion, I wish particularly to acknowledge the help 
which has been given me in the preparation of the volume 
by my former pupil, now my colleague, Dr. John M. P. Smith. 
The assistance which he has rendered in gathering material, 
in verifying references, and in revising the manuscript and the 
printer's sheets, and the suggestions which he has made from 
time to time upon the subject-matter itself, have been of the 
greatest value. Without this help I doubt whether I should 
have been able to bring the work to a completion. My thanks 
are due also to my former pupil, Professor George R. Berry 
of Colgate University, for aid furnished, and to my colleague, 
Professor George S. Goodspeed, for important suggestions in 
connection with the historical material in Amos. 

The publishers have cooperated most generously in securing 
a typographical excellence which, I am confident, will be greatly 
appreciated. 

I think that I realize most keenly some of the defects of 
this commentary. Doubtless many that I do not perceive will 
be pointed out to me. I shall hope to make good use of all 
such criticisms and suggestions in connection with the two 
remaining volumes. 

CHICAGO, NOVEMBER TwENTY-FOUR, 
THANKSGIVING DAY, I9()4. 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA. 

p. Iv, line 1. The first mention of rhoenician prophets is found in the report 
ofWenamon, an Egyptian envoy to Byblos, in the reign of Ramses XII., 
probably about uoo E.C. See J. I-I. Breasted, "The Report of Wena
mon," AJSL. XXI. (Jan. 1905), pp. IOI f., 105. 

p. lxxxix, line 14. For" Ju. 54
"," read "Ju. 541·." 

p. ex. On the teachings of Amos, Hosea, and preceding prophets of the 
eighth century, see K0berle, Sunde und Gnade im religidsen Leben des 
Vo/kes Israel bis au/ Christum (1905), pp. 96--153. 

l. F .Ill 1 d ·l1 I p. 4, me 12. or ...S.J ~ , rea '--'J ~ . 
pp. 15 ff. On the nations dealt with in Am. 18-24, see the article "Semites," 

in DB. V., by J. F. McCurdy. 
"Ill y y '71 ,. ., 

P. 42, line 6 (from bottom). For • Qm • ':-0, read , r;,m':,o,. <: ·' <:... • 
p. 257, line 4. Omit against me, with 56, as a gloss; seep. 256. 
p. 277, note:::. For CV/., rea<l Cl. 
p. 280, lines 27-29. The text of strophe l, lines 7 and 8, is better arranged 

as in the translation on p. 28 3, viz. : 

·~,",~:, o,,~ O'D'O ~)'n' 
; 1'l!l~ 1'1'nl1 1l1:lp' 

p. 281, lines l, 2. Transpose " 611 a is, of course, a gloss," to follow " In 
strophe 4 (611-72J. '' Dele "(1) v.1'• is suspected, but v.i." For 
"v.11\" read ,. v. 11 b.'' 

p. 287, line 2 (from bottom). For X,:;£)1, read ~;,1. 
· p. 291, line 15. For "also rejects," read "rejects all of.'' 

p. 3131 line 20. Orelli reads Nt!O?; seep. 320. 
p. 329, line I. Insert # after eat. 

b 
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r. GENERAL, 

abs. absolute. lit. literal, or literally. 
acc. accusative. m., or masc. masculine. 
adv. adverb, or adverbial. 
apod. apodosis. Ni. Niph'al. 

art. article. om. omits, omit, etc. 
Ass,, or Assyr., Assyrian. 

p. person. 
ea., or cir. circa, about. pass. passive, 
cf. confer, compare. pf. perfect. 
circ. circumstantial. Pi. Pi'el. 
cl. clause. pl. plural. 
cod., codd. codex, codices. prec. preceding. 
cog., or cogn. cognate. pred. predicate, 
corn, commentators, or oom- prep. preposition. 

mentaries. pron. pronoun, or pronominal, 
cons. consecutive. ptcp. participle. 
cont. continue, continuing, etc. 

re!. relative. 
cstr. construct. 

rm. remark. 
dat. dative. 

singular. d.f., or dag. f. dagesh forte. 
sg. 
slat. stative. 

f. or fem. feminine. str. strophe. 

fol. following, follows, etc. subj. subiect. 

freq. freq uentative. suf. suffix. 

genitive. 
sugg. suggest, suggestion. etc. 

gen. s.v. sub voce. 

Hiph. Hiph'!l. !rans. transitive. 

impf. imperfect. v. verse. 
imv. imperative. v. vide, see. 
indef. indefinite. vb. verb, verbal. 
inf. infinitive. v.i. vide infra, see be!ow, 
intrans. intransitive, v .. s. vide supra, see above, 

xvii 
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2, TEXT AND VERSIONS. 

A.V. Authorized Version(16n). 
'A, Aquila's translation, cited 

from Field's Hexapla. 

Bab.Cod, Prophetarum posteriorum 
codex Babylonicus Pe
tropolitanus auspiciis 
augustissimi Imperatoris 
Alexandri II. Edidit 
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;Ll:lltW 
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Complut. The Complutensian Poly- Qr. 
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The Septuagint, cited from 
The Old Testament in 
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Septuagint; edited by 
H. B. Swete; Vol. III :z. 
(1894). 

RV.m. 

Studies in the Greek and 
Latin Versions of the 
Book of Amos (1902) and 
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Journal of Theological 
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Old Testament. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A. FACTORS IN THE PRE-PROPHETIC MOVEMENT, 

§ I. THE PRE-PROPHETIC MOVEMENT IN GENERAL. 

FoR a proper understanding of the place of Amos and Hosea in 
connection with Hebrew prophecy it is necessary to consider 
briefly the principal manifestations, during the two preceding cen
turies, of what may be called "pre-prophetism "; • the basis of 
this movement and its chief characteristics ; likewise its funda
mental thought (concerning God, man, worship, life, and the 
future),t as wrought out in this period. In the same connec
tion some attention must be given to Assyria, which in these 
times touches Israel so closely and exercises so marked an in
fluence upon the development of Israelitish thought. t With some 
of the data relating to these subjects in our possession, we shall 
be better prepared to take up the subjects connected with Amos 
and Hosea, viz. in each case the personal life, the message, the 
public ministry ; likewise the literary form of the prophetic work, 

• The distinction between prophetism proper (i.e. written prophecy) and that 
out of which it sprang is important, and may be maintained by using for the latter 
the word" pre-prophetism." For the same reason, we may use naohi' (pi, nebki'im) 
in speaking of those (not seers) who preceded Amos. Cf. ·the use of the terms 
Nebiismus and Propketismus by R. Kraetzschmar in Propket und Seiter im Allen 
Israel {rgor). 

t In other words, the theology of these times, as it has been preserved in con
temporaneous writings and in tradition. 

:t A striking characteristic of Israel, in comparison with its sister nations, was 
a readiness to receive, from the outside, contributions in the form of new institutions 
and new thought, Much of this was bad and in time was Jost; but much of it, 
being good, was retained, The gradual accumulation and assimilation of this 
outside material, under the guidance of an all-wise Providence, ultimately lifted 
Israel to a position of influence in world-history. 
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the versions in which it has come down to us, and the more 
important literature.* 

The spirit of pre-prophetism was always alert and aggressive. Its manifes
tations were frequent, strong, and of a unique character. These manifesta
tions were factors in preparing the way for that "point in the history of 
prophecy at which this great religious phenomenon rises - apparently, but 
surely not really- on a sudden to a higher level" (Che. EB. 3855); in 
other words, the point at which Amos and Hosea appear upon the scene of 
action. Unless a better explanation of the forward step taken at this time by 
the so-called writing prophets can be furnished than that which Budde (Rei. 
131) proposes (viz. their utter failure to impress the people by oral speech), 
the question is to be regarded as a problem still unsolved, 

§ 2. PRE-PROPHETIC PARTICIPATION IN THE R.EvOLT OF 

JEROBOAM I. 

The participation of the nebhi'im in the revolt which resulted 
in the disruption of the united kingdom may be assumed,t not
withstanding the late date of those portions of the narrative t in 
which this participation is especially described. 

* Much is gained in thinking of Amos and Hosea as together presenting a single 
unit of thought; for, while each is in sharp contrast with the other in tempera
ment and in message, neither, by himself, is complete, They must both be taken 
to secure the whole idea. 

t Kue. (Rei. I. 198 f.) says, "The revolt of the ten tribes from the royal house 
of David was undoubtedly countenanced by the prophets, especially by those of 
Ephraim" ; We. (Prol. 458), declares that they" actually suggested and promoted 
it"; Kit. (Hist. II. 188) says, "Jeroboam was supported in his enterprise by a 
prophet, Abijah of Shiloh"; Kent (Hist. II. 20) maintains that it was supported by 
prophets who selected the leader. So also Gu. ( G VJ. 130-132), Wade ( 0. T. Hist, 
313), Paton (Hist. 191). Cf. Che. (EB. 2406), who, though treating the narratives 
as unhistorical, regards it as possible that Jeroboam had friendly relations with 
Ahijah who lived at Shiloh, and certain that the northern prophets were on Jero
boam's side; and contra Winckler ( GI. I. 159 f., II. 273) and H. P. Smith ( 0. T. 
Hist. 1903, pp. 177-80), who make no reference to prophetic influence; Sta. ( G VI. 
I. 3o6 f.), who declares the narratives concerning the prophets to be without 
historical basis. 

t There are four stories; (1) Ahijah, I K. u29-t0, of which vs.29-31 may be early 
(so Kit. and Skinner); but all is considered late by Wkl. ( Untersuck. 8 f.), Kamp
hausen, Benz., and Sta. (SBOT.); (2) Shemaiah, I K. 1222-24, clearly late; (3) "the 
man of God out of Judah" and" the old prophet at Bethel," 1 K. 131-32, all of which 
is late; (4) the visit of Jeroboam's wife t_o Ahijah, 1 K. 141·18, which, if early, has 
been thoroughly worked over by a later editor, the Hebrew text seeming to be a 
late recension of 15. 
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This assumption is based upon (I) the fact that the early prophets in their 
intense conservatism stand opposed to every advance of civilization; cf. the 
general policy of Elijah (p. xxxvi), the attitude of the Judean narrative toward 
the beginnings of civilization in Gn. 416--24, and the opposition of Isaiah (26 £ 

J16-26) to everything that seemed to favor luxury in life; not to speak of the 
representation of this same idea by the Nazirites and Rechabites who were 
closely associated with nebhi'ism and prophetism (p. xxxi); (2) the probabil
ity that the spirit which later actuated Elijah ( as well as Amos and especially 
Hosea) in reference to the acknowledgment of other gods existed, at least 
in germ, in the minds of these earlier nebhi'im (so e.g. WRS. Proph. 48 ff.; 
Bu. Rd. 102); (3) the consistency of this pre-prophetic action with that 
of Elijah and Elisha in the conspiracy against the dynasty of Omri, as well as 
with the alleged conspiracy of Amos himself (Am. 710-13) against Jeroboam II., 
at which time the prophetic temper was at all events regarded as revolu
tionary; and (4) the extreme likelihood that the prophetic stories, while late, 
represent in the main a true tradition, since they, at least, indicate one school 
of later opinion, the other school, led by Hosea (cf. Ho. 84 1311) regarding 
the revolt or schism as a great blunder. 

The effect of the disruption, in so far as the pre-prophetic 
movement is concerned, appears ( 1) in the fact that this move
ment takes place in the North, rather than under the Davidic 
dynasty in the South,* for until the last twenty years or so before 
the end of the Northern kingdom (721 B.c.) Judah produced 
little or nothing except the J udean narrative (p. lxix). This was 
true in part, because ( 2) a much greater liberty existed in the 
North, as a consequence of the failure of the Solomonic regime to 
maintain in Israel the obligations which it succeeded in imposing 
upon Judah; and with this liberty, there was possible also (3) a 
far greater simplicity of life than in the South; there existed, in 
fact, a more democratic atmosphere, the extreme class distinctions 
being less emphasized; t while ( 4) there was less interference 
from outside influence than would have been felt under a con
tinuation of the Solomonic policy; likewise, (5) the disruption, 

* Che. (EB. 3863), after making the words "Gilgal," "Carmel,"" Ephraim," 
"Jordan,"" Ramoth-gilead," etc. (as they occur in the narrative), corruptions of 
the all-pervading :Jerahmeel of North Arabia, and after assigning the homes of 
Elijah and Elisha, as well as of Amos, to this region, says," We cannot therefore 
be certain that there were any settlements of prophets in Northern Israel." 

t Meinhold (p. 25) suggests that Yahweh was the champion of every Israelite 
against the despotism of Solomon, and that the naohi', therefore, as in later times 
the prophet, took the side of the deity against the despot. 
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in spite of the calves of Jeroboam, contributed very largely toward 
preparing the way for that ultimate separation of Yahweh from a 
place among the gods of the nations, and his elevation into the 
god of the heavens.* The revolt, in a word, was in some slight 
sense an anticipation of the later and more radical steps taken by 
Elijah and Elisha. 

§ 3. THE PRE-PROPHETIC MANIFESTATION UNDER ELIJAH'S 

LEADERSHIP. 

1. Prophetic interference in the affairs of state took place 
under Elijah's leadership in the days of Ahab (ea. 875-850 B.c.). 
In estimating the importance of this very notable and unique 
manifestation of the pre-prophetic spirit, account must first be 
taken of the different strata of material preserved. On this point 
students are practically agreed. 

Certain stories come from about Soo B,c., i.e. from within fifty years or 
so of Elijah's own times, viz. (a) the early trouble with Ahab and the 
drought; the contest on Carmel; and the visit to Horeb (I K. 1i-r88a . .5-,'JO 

1832•-199•- 11 •-21); (b) the story of ~aboth's vineyard (1 K. 2rl-20a.21); 

(c) Elijah's encounter with Ahaziah's messengers (2 K. 1 1-4, 5-il), From a 
period twenty-five to fifty years later comes the account of Elijah's last days 
with Elisha and his translation (2 K. 2 1- 25). To a much later time belong 
the story of Elijah's treatment of the companies sent out by Ahaziah (2 K. 
19-18) and certain additions to the early stories (e.g. I K. 188 b. 4.a1,32,. 199b-ll<> 

21 9 •· w. 28f-; Benzinger makes 2 K. 15-8 also late, and Kamphausen the entire 
account, 2 K. 11-18). So substantially Kit., Benz., Kamphausen, Burney, and 
Skinner; but Sta. (SBOT.) calls all the Elijah and Elisha material late except 
I K. 183l-32a 1990.10.na.c. 2120b.2lf.24 2 K, 2Ia.2.ll> (cf. GVI. I 522, note); 
Meinhold (pp. r7-2r) places the stories about 750 B.C. on the ground that 
such legends could not have developed in fifty years; and Todd (Politics and 
Religion in Ancient br. (1904), 195 ff.) minimizes Elijah's significance and 
makes the entire Baa.I-story an allegory coming from Manasseh's times. 

2. In the interpretation of these stories, the earlier, as well as the 
later, must be acknowledged to show two tendencies of a decided 
character. The narrator's point of view is one strongly biassed by 
the attitude toward Baalism which prevailed in the times succeeding 

* Cf. K. DB, V. 646 f. 
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Jehu. The picture of Ahab and his relation to Baalism is greatly 
overdrawn, a very large legendary element having entered into it.* 
Besides this, Elijah, called nabhi', or prophet, on1y once in the 
entire narrative (viz. I K. 1822 where no other designation could 
have been employed), is everywhere (especially in 1 K. qs-24 2 K. 
19-12 2 8) represented as possessed of magical powers.t 

3. But after making full allowance for these elements, we may 
feel confident that Elijah represents a true historical character of 
a remarkable type, and that a proof of his greatness is this very 
"stupendous and superhuman " image of him here sketched. t 
We are not compelled to choose between the two extreme views, 
according to one of which, the prophet Elijah, while above the 
level of the nebhi't'm of his time, is presented in greatly magnified 
form, the prophets of this period having had no such prominence 
as the narratives assign to them; § while the other treats him as a 
Titanic character creating a new epoch in Israel's history, to be 
placed side by side with Moses himself. II His proper place may 
be determined by observing certain secondary points in connec
tion with his contest with Ahab regarding Baalism, and with 
Ahab's relations to N aboth, and all of this must be studied 
in the light of the issue of the whole matter as it appears in the 
case of J ehu under Elisha's ministry. 

Among other points, outside of the two main stories, the following should 
not be overlooked: (1) Elijah (v.s.) is not called nabki', because even at 
this time he is recognized as something different. He may not, however, be 
placed in the class of the writing prophets, because, unlike them, he has left 

• This is the unanimous voice of critical opinion; cf. e.g. Kue. Ei11l. § 25; 
Kit, Hi.rt. II. 26';; Addis, art." Elijah," EB.; We. Pro/. 292 f.; Co, Propk. 29; 
Che. EB. 3859 f.; Meinhold; Sm. Rel.2 175 ff.; H. P. Smith, 0. T. Hist. 188; 
K. DB. V. 655. 

t This is in accordance with the earlier conceptions of nebki'i.rm which Israel 
held in common with other nations; cf. the power ot Moses with his magician's 
staff(Ex. 421!'. 720 928, etc.), that of Joshua and his spear'(Jos, 18.ilD), and the use 
of the arrow in divining referred to in 2 K. 1315:!f. See K. DB. V. 650 f.; Sm. 
Rel.2 154; Kit. Hist. I I. 266 f.; Che. EB. 3856 f. 

+ Cf. Co. Propk. 29, 
§ We. Prol. 291; Sta. G VI. I. 526 f.; Todd, op. cit. 195 ff.; H. P. Smith, O. 

T. Hist. 191 ff.; Mein bold, 1-32, 

U Co. Propk. 29; Kit. Hist. II. 266 f.; Addis, art. "Elijah," ED,; Strachan, art. 
"Elijah," DB, 
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nothing in written form ; and unlike them, he is closely associated with man
ticism and magic. On the other hand, the facts seem to make him both seer 
and nabhi'. Witness the point already suggested in reference to manticism and 
magic, and, in addition, the fact of his close relationship with the societies of 
nebhi'im, and his apparent leadership among them, his farewell visit to the vari
ous headquarters of these societies, their strong interest in the occasion and the 
manner of his final departure; and, still further, those great characteristics 
of sturdiness, strength, and courage which bespeak for him a place side by 
side with the seers of the past, viz. Moses, Joshua, Samuel. (2) The sud
denness of his appearances and disappearances, so frequently a subject of 
comment ( I K. 171 187 ff- 2 K. 2 16), is to be attributed to the lacunae of the 
narrative, rather than to any effort upon the part of the writer to cultivate an 
atmosphere of mystery. 

(3) The impression of a magical personality ( cf. the story of Samuel and 
the witch of Endor) is conveyed, not only in the miraculous power ascribed 
lo him in general, but also in his special power over dew and rain (1 K. 
1';2 181· 41~), the deference paid to him by Obadiah ( I K. 187ff-), the use of an 
extra quantity of water to prevent suspicion ( I 833 ff.), the physical performance 
in connection with his premonition of rain (1842-46), the ecstatic condition 
in which he ran five hours from Carmel to Jezreel (1846 ), the magical power 
ascribed to his mantle (1919, cf. 2 K. 2 8- 13ff-), which Elisha may not resist, 
and with which the waters are divided ; and especially in the account of 
his marvellous translation by means of a chariot and horses of fire (2K. 211f·), 
a later expression of the feeling that his activity was enduring, and that his 
fellowship with God was "so close that its interruption seemed inconceiv
able" (K. DB. V. 655). In close connection with all this is (4) the strongly 
pronounced nomadic spirit, which, naturally, stands opposed to everything 
that indicates progress in civilization. This spirit appears in the simplicity 
of his food and dress (I K. 196· 13 2 K. 18), in his isolation from his fellows, 
and in his opposition to the religious policy of Ahab (v.i.). Perhaps this 
furnishes the explanation, also, of the sudden character of his appearances 
and disappearances (v.s.): it is surely in accord with this that he is repre
sented as living by the brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan (1 K. 
I 72-7); sojourning outside of his own country at Zarephath in Phoenicia 
(1 K. I 78 If-); paying a visit to Horeb, after a journey of forty days and forty 
nights (1 K. 196-8); and moving about from place to place (2 K. 1, 2); 
cf. the nomadic character of the Rechabites (p. Iii), who arose about this 
time (v.i.). (5) Not a little light is thrown upon the story ofpre-prophetism 
by the two incidents in Elijah's life, in connection with which he left his 
native land and visited foreign countries. The earlier sojourn in Phoenicia, 
at Zarephath, together with the nature of the work performed, indicates, on his 
part, not only the nomadic tendency (in this case encouraged, doubtless, by 
fear of Ahab), but also an attitude toward non-Israelites which is broad and 
liberal, in spite of the narrow and intense zeal ordinarily attributed to him; 
and besides, a leniency which meant that the hatred shown in connection 
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with Baalism was not against that religion in itself, but only against its 
encroachment upon the realm of Yahweh (Sm. Rei.~ 178; Co. Prop!:. 31), 
who had now become recognized as, indeed, the god of the land of Israel, 
although not god also of Phoenicia. The visit to Horeb (1 K. 198:lf·), while 
illustrative of many elements in the prophet's character (e.g. the longing for 
solitude characteristic of the nomad, and a deep spiritual nature, as well as a 
tendency to deep despondency), also calls attention to the prophet's idea of 
Yahweh's original home and dwelling-place, i.e. the place in which one can 
most easily secure his oracle ; and is better understood in the light of Ju. 56 

(cf. also Dt. 332 Hb. 38 Ps. 688). This journey, although undertaken in a fit 
of discouragement, and because of J ezebel's inimical attitude, cannot be easily 
explained on any other supposition than that the nabhi', in accordance with 
the general conviction, makes this pilgrimage, in the fashion of all ages, to a 
place regarded as sacred from the oldest times, because there Yahweh had 
dwelt in the beginning (Bu. Rei. 18; K. DB. V. 626 f.; Barton, Semitic 
Origins, 277; Sta. G VI. I. 130 ff.). 

(6) The chief elements in certain situations described in the Elijah-stories 
had already been anticipated in earlier history, eg. Solomon had erected 
sanctuaries for his foreign wives (I K. u7f-) just as Ahab does for Jezebel 
(v.i.), and probably this constituted one of the charges in the prophetic 
indictment of that monarch. Even earlier, Nathan had taken precisely the 
same stand against the abuse of royal power (2 S. 121-10) as that taken by 
Elijah in the case of Ahab. Still further, the thought of Yahweh's using 
Syria (I K. 1915-17) in order to punish Israel for wrong-doing, does not, of 
itself, imply that Yahweh is other than a national god, as is clear from the 
presence of this same conception not only in earlier Israelitish times (Nu. 
14,oir. [J, EJ Jos. 7 [JJ), but also among other nations (cf. the part played 
by the gods in the fall of Babylon in the Cyrus Cylinder,"' and the representa
tions concerning Yahweh's power at the time of the Exodus [J, EJ, and in the 
confusion of tongues at Babel [in J]; cf. Meinhold, 30 f.). On the further 
bearing of this, v.i. (7) Much turns upon the exact meaning assigned 
to the utterances concerning Yahweh and the Baalim in I K. 1824. 27. 87.39 

(Sm. Rel.2 178), v.i. 

4. The uncertainty of the facts in the story of Elijah's struggle 
with Ahab and the priests. of Baal explains, if it does not justify, 
the varying interpretations which have been founded upon them. 
We may consider here those points which relate to the form of 

• The words of Sennacherib's general (2 K. 1825 = Is. 3610) might also be cited, 
were it not probable that they represent a later Israelitish view rather than the 
thought of the Assyrian (cf. Sta., Benz., Marti, Duhm, in toe.). It is hardly likely 
that the haughty Assyrian would represent himself as acting in obedience to the 
command of the god of a small, despised people. 
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the story, the actual facts as nearly as they can be determinedt 
and the problems raised by these facts. But since Elijah's contest 
is only part ( or perhaps the beginning) of the great struggle which 
was closed, under the direction of Elisha, by J ehu, we shall state 
the problems and reserve a decision upon them until the additional 
help has been gained which is furnished by the events of Elisha's 
career and a consideration of the actual denouement (pp. xlviii f.). 

(1) Reference has been made to the date of the material (v.s.), as well as 
to its prejudiced character. We cannot fail to note also its fragmentary form, 
e.g-. its failure to furnish any introduction to the story of the challenge, from 
which an adequate knowledge of the events leading up to it may be obtained; 
the lack, also, of the end of the story, in which one might have expected to 
find out how Elijah executed the commission given him at Horeb, for surely 
1 K. 1919, 20 cannot be accepted as a fitting conclusion; and, still further, the 
absence of anything that will throw light on the fulfilment of the prediction 
in I K. 1917• Perhaps the story of Naboth was intended, as Wellhausen sug
gests, to be the beginning of the judgment which overtook the worshippers 
of Baal. (2) The facts in the story itself are not always mutually consistent, 
and the statement throughout bears evidence of being too strongly colored 
against Ahab. The formal charge in I K. 1630-23 represents him as being 
actually the greatest sinner that has yet occupied Israel's throne. But every 
accusation made, except that of building an altar in the house of Baal (v.82), 

comes from the Deuteronomic period, nearly two and a half centuries later, 
when the official spirit had altogether changed. Was the extension of this 
courtesy to his wife worse than the similar act of Solomon ? And then, we 
may not think that Ahab had altogether forsaken Yahweh, or that Yahwism 
was in so bad a state, when we learn that of Ahab's children, three (1 K. 2240 

2 K. 31 818· 26) were given names containing the word Yahweh as one element; 
that Ahab is able to find four hundred Yahweh prophets in one place, when 
there is occasion for their service ( I K. 226); and that the number of those 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal was seven thousand, while, on the 
other hand, all of the Ba~t adherents are able a little later to be accommo
dated in one house ( 2 K. ro21· 28). If, now, we add to this the statement of 
Jehu that Ahab served Baal only a little (2 K. 1018), and the evidence 
that Jezebel was, indeed, a malicious and vindictive woman, we may well 
suppose not only that the situation was less serious than it is represented, 
lint also that Jezebel, rather than Ahab, was the chief sinner. Ahab, follow
ing the policy of David and Solomon, sought to strengthen his throne and 
benefit the nation by alliance with outside powers, and did not appreciate the 
full meaning of the struggle as it presented itself to Elijah. He regarded the 
question as one in which the royal authority was involved, and, encouraged 
doubtless by the Tyrian influence, acted accordingly (WRS. Proph. 76 ff.). 
But, on the other hand, Jezebel was zealous and persistent in her efforts to 
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build up the Baal-party, for political as well as for religious purposes. The 
Tyrian Baal-worship threatened to a greater or less degree the lsraelitish 
Yahweh-worship. (3) But these facts, even in this simpler and less sensational 
form, represent a contest. What was the point at issue ? 

The question, in general, is this : Does Elijah here draw the line 
between the spiritual Israel (i.e. the seven thousand), and Israel of 
the flesh, who, though of the nation, are not members of the elect, 
known later as" the remnant"?* Are the spiritual and the worldly 
here for the first time brought into conflict ?t Does Elijah, then, 
give evidence of a conception of God higher than any that has yet 
been held? Or, on the other hand, shall we throw out this entire 
narrative of the Baal-struggle as absolutely unhistorical ; t and 
understanding that it had its origin a century or a century and a 
half later than was indicated above, regard it as consequently the 
expression of a time not earlier than that of Amos and Hosea ? 
In either case may we suppose that, after all, Elijah's position is 
nothing more than Ahijah might have taken against Solomon, the 
fact being that the struggle is on behalf of the old idea, viz. an 
undefiled cultus, through a correct performance of which Yahweh's 
demands are satisfied, § and not in behalf of the new idea, empha
sized by the writing prophets, that Yahweh's religion was something 
other than a cult? Does Elijah represent Yahweh as about to 
bring great punishment on Israel, through Syria, because of failure 
to observe a pure cult, or because of ethical shortcomings ? This 
is the question at issue. The answer to it is of great con
cern in determining the value of the contribution of Amos and 
Hosea. 

5. The Naboth story is perhaps more significant than anything 
else connected with the life of Elijah, for here there is spoken the 
condemnation of governmental unrighteousness which receives so 
large a notice from later prophets. 

Some difficulties exist, likewise, in the form, as it is given us, of this 
story (I K. 21), It is easy to see that it interrupts the connection of chaps. 20 

and 22, If to this we add that in 6 it immediately follows chap. 19, and that 
it has many points of affinity with the narrative in chaps. I7, 19 (e.g. the 

"' We. lsr. u. jilt!. Gescl,,l 54, note. 
t Sta. G VI. I. 526 ff. i Todd, op. ,it. 195 ff. 

t Sm. Re/.2 177 ff. 
§ Meinho1d, 24 ff.· 
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representation of Ahab as a weak man controlled by Jezebel; also the appar
ent dependence of 21 00a upon 1817), sustaining no relation to chaps. 20, 22, 
we have a fairly strong case for the order given in 6 (v.s.). But now, if 
we put together the fact that Elijah is being introduced again by the same 
writer after his successor has been appointed (1 K. 191,;-21); the fact that the 
murder of Naboth contributed more largely to the ruin of Ahab's house than 
did his religious policy (Ew.Hist. IV. 71, IO]; Co. Proph. 31 ff.; Skinner, 255); 
and the better understanding gained of the Carmel episode if we suppose the 
murder ofNaboth to have preceded it, and to have excited the feeling of the 
people against Ahab (Skinner, 255; WRS. EB. 2670),-we are compelled to 
assume either that chap. 21 originally stood between vs.18 a.nd 19 of chap. 19, 
or that it is an independent document ( cf. its resemblance to 141-16, and the 
view of Burney that it belongs to the same source as 2 K. 9L102S),* 

Keeping in mind the difficulties which the form of the story 
presents, we may note in reference to its content: (a) that the 
main point, rebuke of the king for an outrageous act, is the 
same as that found in the Nathan-David story (v.s.), and forms 
one of the principal topics in the discourses of Amos and Hosea; 
( b) that, after all, Ahab's act was not an unusual thing for an oriental 
monarch (v.s.); but, in this case, the ancient spirit of freedom is 
again aroused ( as in the days of the disruption) against a personal 
despotism; (c) that it was this crime (v.s.), rather than Ahab's 
defence of Baalism, that cost him his throne, a significant fact in 
the history of national ethics and of a true conception of religion. 
In this same connection we may observe further: (a) the thing 
which Yahweh is here represented as doing is something quite 
unusual; the threat that Ahab's house is to be destroyed by a 
foreign power, viz. Syria, plainly makes Yahweh something other 
than a merely national god (v.i.); (b) the Naboth-story is to 
receive practically the same interpretation, whether we suppose it 

• To this may still be added the lack of harmony between chap. 21 and 2 K. 9; 
cf. the position of Naboth's "field" in 2 K. 916fl'., a little way from Jezreel, and 
Naboth's "vineyard" close to Ahab's palace (in Samaria?), 1 K. 2118, and the 
variants of 3 in v.1; the visit of Ahab to his ill-gotten prize on the day after the 
murder in 2 K.g26, but apparently on the same day in 1 K. 21; also, the words of 
Jehu in 2 K. 926 tell us a fact not in 1 K. 2111-16, viz. that Naboth's sons were killed. 
On the basis of these and other facts chap. 21 is assigned to an independent source, 
as an appendix to chaps, 17-1921, by Kue, Einl. III, 78; Meinhold, 12ff.; Gunkel, 
Pramiscke J'ahrb.XXVII. (1897), 18 ff.; Skinner; but cf. We.Hez,283ff,; WRS., 
art." Kings," EB. 2670; Kit. 159-162; Benz. in uc, 
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to have preceded the Carmel event, and to be closely connected 
therewith (furnishing, in fact, the basis of that popular uprising), 
or to have followed it and been entirely independent of it. In 
either case it is a cry for justice to those oppressed. Upon the 
whole, something tangible is gained if the two stories are joined 
together; (c) with both stories there may be connected logically 
the opening message of Elijah to Ahab ( 1 K. 1 i) containing the 
threat of drought ; for, after all, this is the question at issue ; Who 
grants rain? Who is God? Yahweh or Baal? The chief purpose 
of this threat was " to demonstrate that the God, whose servant is 
Elijah, is the sole ruler of nature, against whose will no power 
in heaven or earth can prevail" (Skinner). This, in brief, was 
Elijah' s great message ( v .s.) • 

§ 4. PRE-PROPHETIC INFLUENCES IN THE TIME OF ELISHA, 

1. Close cooperation of the prophet with the government, a 
conspiracy against the government and its overthrow by the insti
gation of the prophet, - all this took place in the days of Elisha 
(ea. 850-800 B.c.). In this we have the completion of the work 
initiated by Elijah. 

The portions of 2 K. concerned with the life of Elisha may be classified: 
(1) 21-25 41-628 81-M 1314-21, a series of early prophetic narratives of a personal 
or biographical character, loosely strung together and laying special emphasis 
on Elisha's activity as a wonder-worker (to be designated by the symbol Eb); 
(2) 3t-21 f,21-77 91-6. ll-28. 3tL1oll7, a different collection of early prophetic narra
tives giving special attention to Elisha's influence in affairs of state and in the 
campaigns against Syria and other nations (EP); (3) 31-8 is-20 816-24. 25-29 97-10 

1o=- 82--86, a series of later additions chiefly from the pen of the Deuteronomic 
compiler of Kings. Cf. the comm. of Kit., Benz., Burney, Skinner; and Kue. 
Einl. III- 8off.; We. Hex. 286-90; Addis, art. "Elisha," EB.; Dr. LOT. 
196 f.; WRS. and K., art." Kings," EB. -

This material presents some of the characteristics named above, notably, 
e.g. (a) the magical element (strikingly similar, and even stronger), but there 
is little or no basis for the opinion (H. P. Smith, 0. T. Hist., p. 194, and 
others; cf. cantra, Addis, EB. 1276; Strachan, art. "Elijah," DB.; and the 
comm. of Kit., Benz., and Skinner) that the Elisha-memoirs are in large part 
a duplication of those of Elijah, and consequently unhistorical. (b) The lack 
of chronological order, as well as of chronological indication; and the result 
of this is to create a wrong impression of Elisha's career ( cf. Addis, EB. 1276; 
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Strachan, DB. I. 694; Benz. r29; Kit. r85); for who really gathers from the 
narrative that Elisha lived forty-five years after the revolt of Jehu? A true 
conception of the case is prevented by the placing of this story at th~ end, 
with all the anecdotes but one preceding. 

2. The following points, although of secondary interest, may 
not be ignored :-

(r) The first meeting, at which the call was extended (by Elijah, it would 
seem, rather than by Yahweh himself),* took place at the home of Elisha's 
family (which must have possessed substance; and consequently Elisha, like 
Amos, was not an ordinary nabhi'), some time after Elijah's visit to Horeb,t 
perhaps six or seven years before Elijah's final disappearance, t in all a dozen 
years or so before the great revolution which unseated the dynasty of Omri. 
Elisha differed greatly from Elijah in appearance (cf. the phrase hairy man, 
2 K. rS [ unless with Kittel, Benzinger, and Skinner, we refer this to the hairy 
mantle], with the epithet bald-head, 2 K. 2 28) and in dress (cf. the mantle, 
1 K. 1919, which Elisha does not seem to have worn in later life; note o,,J~, 
2 K. 429). He used a staff, which, with the mantle, served him in his work as 
a magtc1an. In a true sense he was a successor, since he it was who gave 
political effect to Elijah's teaching,§ or, in other words, faithfully and 
resolutely carried out the policy of annihilating Baal and all that belonged 
to Baal, which was Elijah's great legacy to the nation. JI In this case there is 
no exegetical nor historical sense in calling Elisha a "demagogue, conspirator, 
revolutionist, and agitator" (Co. Proph. 33); the phrase" father and guide of 
the Northern kingdom" (Addis, EB. 1276) seems more appropriate (p. xliv), 
( 2) The story of the separation is late, and exhibits some peculiarities, two or 
three of which deserve mention ; e.g. how comes it that Elijah, who has 
always lived a solitary life, now sustains close personal relations with the pro
phetic societies? Perhaps he sees fit to change bis habits now that the end 
is coming (Ew. Hist. IV. 80); or does this document present a different 
conception of Elijah (Skinner)? It is, rather, Elijab's emphatic way of intro
ducing his successor, to whom he intrusts a task so terrible in its seriousness. 
The passage, therefore, has closer connection with the "Elisha-stories" than 
with the "Elijah-stories." The "double portion" (29) is not the portion 
of the first-born, Dt. 2I 17 (Thenius, Benz., Kit., Skinner, in lac.; and Addis, 
EB. 1277); nor may we follow the Jiteralizing view of Sirach (that Elisha 
performed twice as many miracles as did Elijah); 1 but rather it expresses 
Elisha's desire that, having an even larger enduement of the divine spirit 
than his master, he may be able to carry the struggle of Yahweh begun by 

* Cf. cases of second-hand inspiration noted by Sm. Rel,2 80, note. 
t Addis, EB. 1276 ; cf. Skinner, 242; Benz. n3 ; Kit. 153 f. 
t Strachan, DB. I. 693. § WRS. Propk. 85. II Kit Hist. ll. ~g. 
,r Eccius. 4812, 1;i,,0 ,me ',::, c•n1nc1 :i:i,:i nmN tl'JII' ,,o. 
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Elijah to a successful issue (Maybaum, Propk. 76). On the purpose of the 
picture, as a whole, v,s., p. xxxvi. (3) The fact that Elisha's habits were those 
of an agriculturalist at first, and later of a city dweller (in Jericho, 2 K. 218, 

Samaria, 682, Dothan, 618, Shunem, 410, Damascus, 87), plays an important 
part in contrast with Elijah's nomadic manner of life (p. xxxvi). It is not 
enough to observe simply that here, as frequently, those are associated who 
differ greatly from each other (e.g. Amos and Hosea, Isaiah and Micah); or 
that one kind of mind is needed for initiation, another for final execution. 
The case is incomplete, unless we realize the full significance, in this long 
ministry of, perhaps, fifty years, of Elisha's "easy familiarity" and gentle 
manners, not only when he is sought out by kings (2 K. 621 1314), but also when 
he 1s V1Sited on new moon or Sabbath (2 K. 422 1l'-) by the people who trust him 
implicitly, Was this demagoguery? Then Jesus also must have been a 
demagogue. Elijah's whole career was a protest against civilization. Not so 
Elisha's; but rather an example of wise and effective adjustment, in spite of 
his strict religious views, to the new environment created by Ahab. This 
suggests (4) other points of character which come out in connection with 
some of the smaller events, such as the remarkable spirit of toleration (cf, 
Elijah during his residence in Zarephath) in the advice given Naaman the 
Syrian (Strachan, DB. I. 694); of humaneness, in his attitude toward the 
Syrian captives ( 622); of intense love for Israel, in his reply to Hazael's 
question, Why does my lord weep ? (811-13); * of widely recognized sympathy, 
as shown by the coming to him of widows and orphans (41); of the tremendous 
energy and fruitfulness of his work, if we may accept the estimate placed in 
the mouth of king Joash (rJ14), for had he not been more to Israel than its 
chariots and horsemen ? t It will be noted that the data suggestive of these 
elements in Elisha's character lie, for the most part, outside of the field of his 
political activity, and the circumstances connected with the revolution, on 
which v.i. 

3. Nothing in prophecy, or indeed in the entire Old Testament 
scripture, is more suggestive of wonderland than the stories which 
recount Elisha's miracles. This idealization finds explanation in 
more than a single way ; e.g. the writer thus makes expression 
of the profound feeling of love and esteem entertained by the 
people for Elisha, as well as of an equally profound belief in the 
love of Yahweh for his people, a love exhibited in the beneficent 
activity of the great representative, Elisha. Whether emphasis 
is to be placed upon the first or the second of these ideas will be 
determined by one's final estimate of Elisha's work as a whole. 

• With the reading, O~)i, ltis face took on a fixed look of unutterable korror 
(Skinner, X.; cf. Kio., Kit.), t Addis, EB. 1278; Skinner in loc, 
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We cannot fail to make three comparisons: (1) Of these miracles with 
those of Elijah (v.s. p. xxxvi); but here we should regard Elisha's miracles 
neither, on the one hand, as grotesque and vulgar in so far as they are not 
pure imitation, and as altogether lacking in sanctification and grandeur,* nor, 
on the other, as something altogether ideal and above criticism of any sort.t 
(2) Of Elisha's relation to Samaria during the Syrian wars, with Isaiah's 
relation to Jerusalem in 701 B.C. during Sennacherib's invasion; but in making 
this comparison, we must remember that a century and a half full of good 
teaching for Israel has elapsed, and that while Elisha, as a matter of course, 
appears to less advantage than does Isaiah, it may well be questioned whether, 
upon the whole, the latter event was more critical than the former, and 
whether, likewise, the doctrine of Zion's inviolability established in connec• 
tion with Isaiah's preaching in 701 B,C, was not far more injurious to the 
Israel of the future, both ethically and politically, than the severe and, indeed, 
terrible measures apparently sanctioned by Elisha in the uprooting of Baalism. 
(3) Of Elisha's miracles with those of Jesus Christ; were they not of the 
same general character ? Omitting the treatment of the children slain by 
bears, do they not represent the single idea of beneficence, that is, love ? 
From no other source does prophecy receive a contribution which so defi
nitely represents or anticipates the Christlike element (Addis, EB. 1277). 
Surely this thought of love is a new idea in Israel's religion. But is it just to 
attribute it to Elisha ? His life and work furnished the conception. Even if 
the stories are very late, and even if little historical fact may be found in them, 
they, at all events, reproduced Elisha's character as it appeared to the people 
of his own times and of those that followed. 

Much in these miracles relates to the pre-prophetic societies (§ 5). Elisha 
was strengthening and developing these societies for purposes of propaganda 
(Che. EB. 3863). These societies were capable of exercising great influence 
on Israel. This method of warfare was more diplomatic than that of Elijah. 
It does not mean, however, that Elisha lacked courage (2 K. J13 f,). It is 
probable that in view of his feeling toward Joram, he did not use his house in 
Samaria to any great extent until after Jehu's accession, but lived much of 
the time with the societies. This work was to have great significance in the 
further development of prophecy. 

4. The political activity of Elisha is full of interesting problems. 
( 1) Pre-prophetism, acting through him, now controlled the state. 
He was not merely an adviser like Isaiah. He was himself an 
active participant in the affairs of administration, "a decisive 
power in court and camp " ( Addis, EB. r 2 77 ). In this he followed 
the example of all his predecessors. The time had not yet quite 

* So Co. Propk. 33; cf. Addis, EB. 1277. 
t So most ot the older commentators. 
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come for the introduction of a new policy, viz. that of non-inter
ference except in so far as moral suasion might exert an influence. 
(2) His relations with foreign kings and potentates are of a re
markable nature. They seek him out. His reputation must have 
been widespread. Meinhold is right in pointing out that Well
hausen underestimates the influence of the prophets in these 
times. It is quite inconceivable how certain writers* count Elisha 
as of so small a value to Israelitish thought. Greater justice is 
shown him by others. t 

(3) The account of the Moabite campaign of the king of Israel (2 K. 34-27) 

with his vassal kings of Judah and Edom possesses for us a larger interest 
even than that which its relation to the well-known Mesha inscription (a 
voucher for the historicity of this story) occasions, l because, being evidently 
from the series of political stories (p. xli), it assigns to Elisha an important r8le 
as political adviser, and, besides, refers to certain facts in connection with the 
prophet which aid us in formulating our estimate of him. We observe (a) the 
custom of making inquiry of the nebhi'im concerning war (cf. I K. 2z6lf-), and 
when we recall the times of Saul and the beginning of the work of the 
nebhi'im, we find ground for the supposition that the primary aim of these 
dervishes was to awaken the spirit of the nation for purposes of war (Schwally, 
Semitische Kriegsaltertumer, I. (1901), 103 ff.; K. DB. V. 653); but (b) Eli
sha being discovered in the camp, the mere mention of his relation to Elijah 
(as the pourer of water on the hands= servitor) gives him standing in the 
eyes of the king of Judah, who in I K. 22 seems not to have known the 
Northern prophets. There is to be noted next (c) the statement of the king 
of Israel (v.13) which implies that the kings, in this case as in I K. 22, 

have undertaken this expedition by prophetic advice for which Yahweh 
was responsible; but (d) Elisha, following Elijah's policy, will have no 
dealings with the king of Israel ( whichever king it was) § ; for the sake, 
however, of Judah's king he will speak. But he cannot speak except in trance, 
and so (e) as was his custom (n•;n, and it used to be, is frequentative), he asks 
for a musician (v.16) in order by the influence of music to excite himself into 
the ecstatic condition. This act, attested by I S. 1c5, alluded to frequently 
in Arabian literature (WRS. Proph. 392), and recognized to-day as a powerful 
incentive to religious emotion ( cf. the influence of music on Saul's evil spirit, 
I S. I 616), seems to bear witness to three things : that Elisha ( contra Elijah) 

• Co., Sta., H. P. Smith, Marti. 
t Ew., WRS., Addis, Gu., Meinhold, Sm., Kit.; K. DB. V. 655 f. 
t Mesha's inscription relates to the revolt in which he secured independence 

from Israel. The campaign of Jehoram seems to have been an unsuccessful 
attempt to reduce Moab to submission again. 

§ Cf. comm, on 2 K. :f, and @L's substitution of Ahaziah for Jehoshaphat, 
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is in close companionship with the nebhi'im; that,while the spirit of Yahweh 
takes hold of Elijah spontaneously, artificial means are resorted to in Elisha's 
case; and that consequently he belongs rather with those that preceded him in 
the prophetic work (i.e. a lower order) than with those who followed(i.e.Amos 
and Hosea). The first of these all will accept; but are the other inferences 
strictly legitimate ? May not this act in his case have been merely the con
ventional way of announcing the oracle ? Is it really any more derogatory to 
his standing as a prophet than the ecstatic visions of Amos or Isaiah or Jere• 
miah or Ezekiel (v.i.)? (f) The method adopted to secure water (vs.1&--19) 

was adapted to the possibilities of the locality (known for its sand-pits); cf. 
the plagues of Egypt. (g) The evident recognition (326• 27) of the efficacy 
of the sacrifice of the king's own son to Chemosh is of interest in fixing the 
theological point of view of the writer. 

(4) Evidence of Elisha's political activity is seen, still further, in the stories 
of the healing of Naaman (51·19), of the entrapping of the Syrians in Samaria 
(68-23), of the siege of Samaria by Ben-hadad (624..720), with each of which 
important difficulties are connected; * but, in general, they show the high 
esteem in which Elisha was held by all classes of men, his international as well 
as national reputation, his almost unlimited influence at home and abroad, 
and, at the same time, the great breadth of his mind, and his entire devotion 
lo the nation's God, Yahweh. We may not go so far as to infer that Elisha's 
international greatness and bis international relations furnished the basis for 
the idea of an international god, which, in turn, prepared the way for Amos's 
position taken in chaps. I and 2; yet the high character of his work must be 
recognized. 

5. The great revolution instigated by Elisha and executed by 
Jehu, described in 2 K. 9, 10, is one of the most important events 
in Israel's history; this importance relates to the political situation, 
but also, and especially, to the history of the pre-prophetic move
ment, the relation, in that movement, of both Elijah and Elisha to 
the history of Israel's religion. This revolution placed on the throne 
.the dynasty under which Amos and Hosea (in part) did their work. 
That Omri's dynasty had greatly strengthened Israel at home and 
abroad is universally acknowledged.t That seed was sown in this 
revolution, which in the end proved Israel's ruin, has not been 
denied since Hosea (14) first announced it. We may call Jehu 
ambitious and bloodthirsty, and, since he undoubtedly believed 

• E.~. the latter event is assigned to the reigns of Ahab (Benz.), Jehoram (We.; 
H.P. Smith, 0. T. Hist. 196), Jehoahaz (Kue. Em!, III- 8r f.). 

t Kit. Hi,t. II. 262; We. Pro/, 458 f.; Sta. G VI. I. 518, 522. 
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himself to be acting for and in the name of Yahweh, a fanatic.* 
Sacred history fails to furnish a more ghastly series of official mur
ders, beginning with the shooting of Jehoram in his chariot, and 
closing with the horrible blood-bath of the Baal-worshippers in the 
temple. But there was prophetic precedent for the revolution, 
and the total destruction of the royal house, when dethroned, 
has been the regular routine in all Oriental revolutions.t Al
though by the revolution there was gained a destruction of the 
Baal cult, and although it was strictly in accord with Oriental 
policy, from the political point of view it was a blunder. i 

It is more difficult to reach a decision as to the meaning of this 
event in connection with the pre-prophetic movement, and of the 
role played by the individual prophets. Apparently no great fault 
has ever been found with Elijah because of his share in it, and 
yet it was he who conceived and initiated the movement, indi
cated the exact lines of its execution, and selocted specifically 
the agents who were to complete its execution. On whom, then, 
rests the responsibility ? If one may judge Elijah's character by 
the impression which it produced upon his contemporaries and 
upon those immediately following him, he himself would have 
done, in detail, just what J ehu did; for did he not (1 K. 18i 
actually slay the prophets of Baal (four hundred and fifty)? Did 
he not foretell the awful events which were to rid Israel of Baalism 
( 1916-18) ?§ 

On the other hand, severe criticism has been meted out to 

• Cornill's characterization is too strong, viz. "one of the most contemptible 
characters known in the history of Israel" ( Proj>h. 33). 

t Cf. Ju. 95 1 K. 15~9 1611; the Panarnmu Inscription from Zinjirli, line 3, men
tions a slaughter of seventy kinsmen of the king in a conspiracy against the throne, 
Che. EB. 2355. 

:t Sta. G Vi. I. 545; Gu. G VI. 178; Co. Proph. 33. 
§ Bu. {Rei. 122), concerning the reason for the prophets' support ef; Jehu, says: 

"There can be no doubt that the reason why Jehu was made the candidate of the 
prophets for succession to the throne was that he was known as a zealot for the 
pure worship of Yahweh. For this reason alone we might be sure that he and his 
~uccessors were unremitting in their zealous endeavor to maintain the worship of 
Yahweh in Israel pure and uncontaminated. This inference is fully confirmed
if we may trust th~ popular tales of the Second Book of Kings - by the fact that 
for full two generations the prophet is found firmly es.tablished alongside the king, 
as the bulwark of the throne," Cf. also K. DB. V, 653. 

" 
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Elisha, who, it is maintained, is scarcely to be justified for his 
participation in the deeds of Jehu, even from the point of view of 
his own times.* It is suggested that he was entirely deceived as 
to Jehu's character; t or, in any event, though meaning well, lived 
on that lower plane of religious life which, as in the case of the 
patriarchs, did not forbid intrigue and bloodshed. t Now, in 
making our estimate of Elisha, let us recall (a) the lack of any 
word of disapproval from the pen of the narrators; (b) the won
derfully beautiful character portrayed by these writers, in which 
the features especially emphasized are humaneness, tenderness, 
compassion, and love, - the very opposite of those ascribed to 
Elijah (who can imagine Elisha as suggesting or favoring the 
policy of J ehu, except under the constraint of a controlling reli
gious conviction?); (c) the strangely solemn circumstances of his 
appointment to office, and of his reception ofElijah's legacy; (d) the 
opinion of J oash, when Elisha's life is just closing, a strong testi
mony in favor of its magnificent value, while the estimate of Hosea 
is to be treated as we treat the anachronistic utterances of other 
prophets whose judgments concerning earlier events are deter
mined by the sympathies and antipathies of a later age. 

With these points in mind, the question briefly stated is this : 
Was the religious crisis one of sufficient magnitude to justify the 
revolution? We do not wish, in any sense, to justify the intrigue 
and bloodshed connected with the revolution. 

6. It remains to present, in the form of propositions, the answers 
to the questions that have thus far been raised (cf. pp. xxxviii ff. 
and xliv f.), all of which pei tain to the significance of the revolution 
in connection with the progress of Israel's religion. 

( 1) The contest, initiated by Elijah and completed by J ehu 
under Elisha's direction, was one for which the higher prophetism 
of the period (860 to 800 B.c.) was responsible. It signified for 
pre-prophetism a great victory, and lifted it higher than it had 
before reached. 

(2) The contest was a struggle, not so much with the old 
Canaanitish Baalism, which had largely disappeared, but with 

• Co. Prop!,. 33; Addis, EH. I278. 
t Cf. Kent, Risi, II. 68, t Kent, lo&. cit. 
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Phoenician Baalism, a new form of syncretism which, in view of 
all the circumstances, involved far greater danger to the interests 
of the Yahweh-religion (v.s.).* 

(3) The point at issue was nothing more nor less than that of 
Yahweh's existence; it was not simply that of giving him a lower 
place, but rather of his complete rejection; t for if Baalism had 
conquered, Yahwism would sooner or later have disappeared, just 
as Baalism disappeared after the victory of Yahwism. 

(4) The conception of Yahweh which the prophets represent is 
higher than that of the past. For them he is, to be sure, a 
national God, but he sustains relations also to other nations, and 
exercises over them a large controlling influence. This is moving 
in the direction of an international God, although it has not 
reached that point. 

(5) The religion for which they contend is something other 
than a cult such as had existed in the past, but with its corruption 
eliminated. t It may be elected or rejected. It is one which 
makes ethical demands. Its ideal life for men is that of sympathy 
and love. 

(6) The distinction is now for the first time drawn (though very 
vaguely) between the spiritual and the worldly, in other words 
between a true spiritual religion and nature-worship.§ 

The content of these propositions prepares the way for an 
examination of other pre-prophetic influences which antedated the 
work of Amos and Hosea; but before it receives a final formu
lation it requires a consideration of the other influences. 

§ 5. THE PRE-PROPHETIC SOCIETIES. 

1. The pre-prophetic societies constitute a phase in the devel
opment of pre-prophetism which bears closely on later prophecy. 
Omitting many points which do not stand in close relationship 
with the later development, the following may be regarded as 
the essential features for our immediate purpose, viz. (I) the 
numbers of the nebhi'im, including the closely related sects of the 
Nazirites and Rechabites; (2) the general purpose, character, and 

• K. DB. V. 647, t Contra Sm. Rel.2 r55; but cf. Meinhold, 28. 
1 C1mtra Meinhold. § Contra Meinhold; but cf, Sm. Ret.i r77 ff.; We. 
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habits of these associations; and (3) the question of their origin, 
their external and internal relations, and their place in history and 
prophecy.* 

2. That these societies represented a large movement (whether 
patriotic, or religious, or both) is clear from the great numbers of 
nebhi'im referred to (viz. the one hundred hidden by Obadiah, 
1 K. 183

; the four hundred in conference with Ahab, 1 K. 226 ; 

the fifty or more residing at Jericho, 2 K. 2 7·16), as well as the 
citation of some by name, t among whom we must select Micaiah 
ben Imlah for special mention, since a true estimate will place 
him side by side with Elijah and Elisha, and, in some respects, 
above both. These numbers signify not only deep interest in 
Yahweh-worship, but also an intense excitement because this 
worship was in danger from the Baalism of Tyre. 

The failure of EP, which describes the public activity of the 
nebht"'im, to make any definite reference to the societies (but 
cf. 2 K. 91 = EP, and r K. 2d',r,, probably late), as well as the 
silence of Eb concerning any public activity on their part, is not 
to be interpreted either as destroying the value of the represen
tations made in each (for the narratives need not be taken as 
mutually exclusive t), nor as giving special weight to the opinion 
that the life of the societies was exclusively retired and devoted to 
worship and meditation, or, on the other hand, that it was largely 
public. As a matter of fact, it was both, the two narratives pre
senting different phases of the life of the nebhi'im. 

From the lack of any mention of the societies between the days 
of Samuel and those of Elijah and Elisha, a period of more than 
one hundred and fifty years, we may not assume that with the pass
ing of the Philistine struggle they had died out and were later 
revived by Elijah. Against this may be urged, not only the num
bers just mentioned, but also the standing which they had in 
Ahab's time as an order that must be consulted ( r K. 226r'). 

• The most satisfactory treatments of this subject will be found in Kue. Propk
tls and Propkuy, 46 ff., and Rei. I. 193-202, 316 ff.; WRS. Prop!:. 85 f,, 389-392; 
GAS. I. 20--30; Maybaum, Die Entwickdung d. is,-, Propkdmtkum, (1883), 30-
59 ; Da., art. "Prophecy," DB. IV. 109 f.; Bu. Rd., 93-103; K. DB. V. 652 ff. 

t Viz. Micaiah and Zedekiah, 1 K. 22ll!f.; Jehu, 1 K. 161. 
t Cf. K. DB. v. 656 f.; note also the failure of the Elijah stories to mention the 

societies. 
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This silence may be accidental, or it may be due to the frag
mentary and incomplete character of the narratives as they have 
come down. So few are the names of preexilic writing prophets 
preserved in the historical narratives (Isaiah alone, and in J e. 
2618 f·, Micah)* that, but for the preservation of their utterances, 
one might deny their very existence. 

In addition to the many nebht"'im, named and unnamed, and 
the societies which are so marked a feature of the times, cognizance 
must be taken of two sects, perhaps orders, viz. the Nazirites 
and Rechabites, the members of which, while not reckoned as 
nebhi'im, share to some extent their ideas and their work as ser
vants of Yahweh. 

The Nazirites (pp. 56 f.), rarely mentioned, were individuals especially 
consecrated to Yahweh, the consecration taking the form of a vow or dedi
cation in which some restriction was assumed (e.g. in the case of Samson, 
his unshorn hair, the possession of which secured to him Yahweh's spirit; 
note also the obligation placed upon his mother, during pregnancy, in refer
ence to wine and unclean food). We are not here interested in the later 
codification (Nu. 62-8. 13. 21), but two things seem very suggestive: (a) the 
fact that Samson's Nazirate involved exhibitions of great strength against 
Israel's enemies, and was, in fact, a vow of abstinence solely for warlike 
purposes, t Was this perhaps the motive that led also to the organization 
of the bands of nebht'im (v.i.)? (b) The reference of Amos (211 £) to Nazi. 
rites, in parallelism with prophets, who had been caused to drink wine, a sin 
as great as that which was committed in forbidding the prophets to prophesy. 
From this we must infer that the prohibition of wine (which was regarded 
by all nomadic tribes as a luxury belonging to agricultural life, t and was, like 
sensuality, a part of the routine of Baal-worship§), as well as that of cutting 
the hair was, at one time or another, the restriction assumed in the con
secration; but further, that this service was one which, like the prophetic 
service, received Yahweh's approbation and was worthy of being cited along 
with it. Whether, now, this abstinence represented merely a service in war, 
uninterrupted by periods in which one yields himself to pleasure, that is, an 
absolutely unbroken service, II or rather (as with the Rechabites, v.i.) a 
sworn protest against Baalism (wine being a special product of Baal's land), 

* Bu. Rd. 103. 
t Now. Arch. II. 134; Schwally, Semit. Kriegsa!tertumer, I. 101 ff.; K. DB. V 

657f. 
t WRS., Proph. 84, 389; Schultz, Theo/. I. 163; Kue. Rei. I. 316 f. 
§ Cf. also the attitude of the ancient Greeks, and of Mohammedans to-day, 
II Schwally, lo&. cit.; K. loc, cit. 
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the general meaning is the same ; for in both cases the purpose is protest, 
that is, consecration to war. 

Another society or sect which seems to have been prominent in these 
times was that of the Rechabites, who appear and disappear in Israelitish 
history almost mysteriously. Assuming* that the Jehonadab whom Jehu 
took up into his chariot and thus joined with himself in his bloody work for 
Yahweh (2 K. 1oIH) was the Jonadab cited in Jeremiah, chap. 35, as the 
ancestor of the Rechabites, who prohibited to his descendants the drinking 
of wine, we may make three assertions: (a) in Elisha's times a sect or family 
or perhaps order existed, pledged not to drink wine (the symbol of a cor
rupted civilization), not to engage in agriculture or in the building of homes 
(that is, pledged to the primitive nomadic life); (b) this pledge was made in 
the service of Yahweh (cf. the names of those whom Jeremiah brought into a 
chamber of the temple, all of which end with Yah, and also Jeremiah's closing 
words, viz. that for Yahweh's service there shall always be sons of Jonadab); 
(c) the life of this society was a protest against luxury, intemperance, and 
idolatry, and against the Canaanitish civilization of the times; and was a 
reaction toward the primitive simplicity of Israel. We may leave unsettled 
the question whether this order was founded on the model of the Kenites t 
(cf. 1 Ch. zM, Ju. r 16, 1 S, 156), or was really a family descended from them. 
"They represented in either case a type of anchoritism" (Kautzsch) which 
was closely related in form, and especially in spirit, to that of the nebhi'im 
and the Nazirites, the three together constituting a comparatively new and 
extraordinary propaganda for the old-fashioned idea of Yahweh as the god 
of the desert, and of storm and battle, - an idea which carried with it sim
plicity both of life and of cult. 

3. A few points relating to the general character and the habits 
of these prophetic associations deserve consideration. 

( 1) While in Samuel's time these societies were bands of men 
roving from place to place (probably in order to draw others into 
their association by the contagion of their enthusiasm), in Elisha's 
time, they had adopted, more or less fully, a settled mode of life, 
their residences being at great sanctuaries like Gilgal ( 2 K. 488), 

Bethel ( 2 K. 2 3), or at political centres like Samaria, bands of fifty 
or more living together ( 2 K. 2 1), and sometimes at a common table 
(2 K. 488), while some among them were married (2 K. 41

). 

( 2) Samuel, although a prominent adviser, was probably never 
really a head (notwithstanding 1 S. 19ro), and surely never lived 

* So Bu. Rei. 120; Sm. Re!.2 152 f.; K. DB. V. 659. 
t Bu. Rd. 20, 30, and New Wo,-fd, 1895, p. 729; cf. Ew. Hist. IV. 79; Schra. 

BL. V. 46; Sm. Ri!l.2 93 f.; K. DB. V. 659. 
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with them (r S. r918), unless Naioth means "dwellings";* while it 
was a common custom for them to sit before (2 K. 488, cf. 61) Elisha, 
as disciples before a master. 

(3) These associations have been improperly termed "schools" t 
since the members are already engaged in public work, and some 
of them are married, while no phrase occurs which would justify 
the use of the word. Moreover, the idiom of the title, sons of the 
nebhi'im, together with Semitic usage, requires the conception of 
guilds or corporations. Nevertheless, we are warranted in sup• 
posing that instruction was imparted (cf. 2 K. 488 61

); and proba
bly the prophetic technique and nomenclature which Amos found 
in existence had its origin among them. t 

(4) The members of the association did not prophesy as indi
viduals, but jointly in a body, and in their processions ( r S. 105) 

they were, in fact, conducting a kind of public worship at the 
various high places or sanctuaries (cf. Is. 3d29

). 

(5) The ecstasy (1 S. 191s-24) was the physical and psychological 
condition§ in which they performed their service, "the hand of 
Yahweh" (1 K. 1846 2 K. J15) being upon them; and this" holy 
frenzy," which was frequently induced by music (cf. especially the 
case of Elisha), passed, according to E (Nu. n 11-2ow"), in part, 
from Moses to the seventy elders, and lifted them into the condi
tion of ecstasy. Still further, it may be inferred from I K. 2041 

that the nebhi'im bore a peculiar mark, which distinguished their 
service, II 

(6) In Samuel's time this uprising had its occasion in the Philis
tine crisis, when Israel's existence was threatened, and the result 

• So Schultz, Theo!, I. 24r; WRS. Propk. 392; and most of the older com
mentators; but 1'1/4 denotes a pastoral abode, and is hardly appropriate as a desig
nation for a prophetic residence. Moreover, the absence of the article here counts 
against any appellative signification. It is now generally taken as the name of some 
locality in Ramah, the precise meaning being unknown. See especially, Dr. Sam. 
x24f.,andart." Naioth," DB; H. P.Smithand Bu. on IS. I9l8; Che.,art." Naioth," 
EB; BSZ., and BDB. 

t By Ew. Hist. III. 49 f.; Da. DB. IV. rog; Kue. Rei, I. x95; but v, WRS. 
Prop!,. 85. 

t So Da. DB. IV. rog; cf. K. DB. V. 656. 
~ Bu. Rel. roof.; Che. EB. 3872 f. ; Giesebrecht, Die Berufsbegabung d, alttest, 

Propketen, 38-72. 
JI Kraetzschmar, Prophet u. Selier im alt. Israel, 9; K. DB, V. 656, 
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was "a national religious enthusiasm," which again came forward, 
perhaps more strongly, in the crisis of the Tyrian Baalism in the 
times of Elijah and Elisha. These national disasters are the 
expression of Yahweh's anger; hence the reaction in the form 
of patriotic spirit, in other words, the spirit of battle. 

(7) That Saul is thought to be insane, Elisha's messenger" mad" 
(2 K. 911); that the word ~•~0, to prophesy, means literally to drop 
(sc. foam), i.e. to foam at the mouth; and that the insane were 
looked upon in all Semitic antiquity with respect and awe as being 
controlled by demons (cf., e.g., David at the court of Achish, 
1 S. 21 121t:),-all point to the presence of a large element of 
superstition upon the subject of prophecy, and also show its emo
tional and ecstatic character. With these facts before us, we may 
conclude in general that the spirit of these associations, while 
intense and upon the whole correct, was nevertheless as narrow 
as it was intense, as crude as it was correct; and that it partook 
largely of the spirit of the four hundred and fifty Baal-prophets, 
an association of very similar nature (v.i.). 

4. The questions of their origin, their external and internal relations, are 
of great interest. (1) Concerning the origin we actually know little, but 
certain points may be grouped for consideration: The character of ancient 
Semitic life (v. e.g. WRS. Sem.; We. S V. III.; Barton, Sketch of Semitic 
Origins; Lagrange, .Etudes sur les religions semitiques), especially as seen in 
its purest form in Arabia,* was but slightly changed in these early days of 
Israel; and Palestine, like Arabia, with its desert life, its compulsory fasts 
(" in which the soul easily detaches itself and hunger lends the mind a curious 
passion, mixed of resignation and hot anger" [GAS. HG. 29; cf. Schultz, 
Theo/. I. l02 ff,]), its habit of continuous war, its uniformity of religious life 
(growing out of the exclusive attention to a tribal god), was well fitted to 
produce and develop fanaticism, as is shown by every century of past history, 
and by the presence to-day in the Mohammedan world of the dancing and 
howling dervishes, who, by a peculiar life and in strange ecstatic cries, seek 
to secure and to express their religious exaltation. Amid such surroundings 
the religious feeling, if at all awakened, becomes intense, and tends to an 
"entire self-surrender," which finds concrete expression in a frenzied state, 
that sometimes involves self-mutilation, human sacrifice, and the tribute of 
maidens (Schultz, Theo!. I. 104). 

* Every year since the work of WRS. brings Israel into closer relationship with 
Arabia; cf. the recent opinions of Barton, op, cit. 287 ff.; S. I. Curtiss, Primitive 
Semitic Religion To-day; and Che.'s Jerahmeelite hypothesis in EB., CB., and 
elsewhere. 
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(2) The presence of Baal-prophets among the Tyrians, together with the 
facts that most of the growth in Israel's ritual ( and especially that of mantic 
and sorcery) came from the Canaanites, and that the idea of prophets or 
nebki'im first appeared at this time, leads us to suppose that the pre-prophetic 
societies also were originally Canaanitish. * The occurrence of the word nabki' 
in Phoenician, as well as in the Assyrian Nebo (=Hermes), points in the 
same direction, The Israelites, observing the prophesying ( that is, the trans
port and frenzy) of the Canaanitish worshippers, adopted it, as they adopted 
many other rites (cf. the view that Yahweh himself was a Canaanitish god 
adopted by Israel; so Land, ThT. II. 160 ff.; Wkl. Babd-Bibel und Bibe!
Babei; but v. Kue. Rd. I. 398ff.; Ko. Neue kirchl. Zeit,chri/t, XIII. 828-
883). This, of course, implies merely that the external form, as in the case of 
circumcision, was taken by the Israelites, for within a short time it was spirit
ualized. The connection of all this with the spirit of war developed by the 
Philistine oppression has already been noted. Cf. l S. 105, in which Saul is 
represented as entering into the state of frenzy at the very place in which the 
garrison (so AV., RV.), or pillar (so 6, Thenius, Dr., Kit.; K. DB. V. 653), 
or administration (so H. P. Smith, BDB.) of the Philistines was placed. 

(3) While in the earliest times, priest, seer, and nabht' were one, they now 
begin to differentiate. But, until later, the relation of priest and prophet was 
very close, as, in these early days, was that of priest and seer ( cf. Samuel, and 
the Arabic kahin, denoting seer, or soothsayer, probably, in early times, one in 
charge of a shrine). In later days, when there seems to have been antagonism 
between priest and prophet, this difference existed, not so much between the 
two orders, as between the priestly order and individual prophets who had 
risen above their fellows, and represented the prophetic order in general as 

being on the same low level with the priests (cf. WRS. Proph. 85,105 ff,), In 
Isaiah's time a priest (82) was selected to witness concerning a prophecy, while 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and other prophets of later times were themselves priests. 
It is probable, therefore, that in the early times the nebki'im were closely 
associated with the priests (McCurdy, HPM. § 488, note), as was true of the 
priests and prophets of Baal, and in Judah; cf. Je. zol. 2 with 2926 Lam. 2'JJJ 

(v.i.). The bearing of this upon the attitude of Amos and Hosea is significant; 
cf. Am. io-11 Ho. 44-9 51 69, 

(4) The unity, or joint action, of the nebki'im has been mentioned (v.s.), 
This was an essential element in their strength. Elijah and especially Elisha 
seem to have worked harmoniously with the various societies, although they 
stood far above them. In Elisha's own days, however, there lived a man who 
stood above and against his fellow-nebhi'im, and to whom the word prophet 
in its later and higher usage might well be given. This was Micaiah ben 
lmlah, whose story is told in r K. 228ff. (EP),t The essential point for us in 

* K. DB. V. 653; Co. Proph. r3 f.; Kue. Re!. I. 216 f., 3r7 ; Toy, New World, 
V. r39; contra Schultz, Theo!, I. 240 f,; Ko. Offmbarungsbegriff d. A. T. I. 63 ff. 
· t This is not from the narrative which furnishes the Elijah-stories, but from th' 
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this story is neither (a) the large number of prophets living at the time,• nor 
( b) the fact that the word of Yahweh is called for through the body of 
prophets as if it were a matter of regular routine; nor (c) the fact that their 
advice is asked in reference to a matter of war, and that they return a unani
mous answer. These things are interesting, but they do not constitute the 
essential element, which is (d) that Micaiah (who not infrequently prophesied 
in opposition to the king's wishes, and was for that reason obnoxious to him), 
when sent for, delivers a message which is remarkable in the history of pre
prophetism. The position taken by Micaiah in opposition to the others 
deserves notice, since he is the first to break the unity which had thus far 
existed, - "a cleavage in the ranks of the prophetic body, which runs through 
the whole subsequent history of the movement" (Skinner, in Joe.). The 
significance of this cleavage is enhanced by certain features in the narrative, 
viz. the attitude of the king (already mentioned) (v.8); the earnest effort 
made by the messenger to bring Micaiah into harmony with those who have 
already spoken (v.13); the symbolical action of Zedekiah to corroborate and 
support the prediction of the four hundred (v.11); the statement of Micaiah 
that he will speak what Yahweh has sent to him (v.H); and his first utterance, 
which, after all, is identical with that already given, and promises success (v.16). 

This was probably a piece of irony, and was so recognized by Ahab. When 
adjured to speak the whole truth, and with the background thus indicated, he 
announces two visions, the first, a prediction of Ahab's death, and without 
special interest ; the second, a vision in which (a.) he distinguishes between 
Yahweh on the one hand, and on the other a spirit, evidently recognized as a 
superhuman power, which produces the prophetic ecstasy; (fi) he clearly 
recognizes the independence of this agent, but this spirit, we are told, be
comes a lying spirit in the mouths of the nebhi'im, and thus deceives them; 
(i') he thus makes two strange representations, viz. that he, Micaiah, rather 
than the spirit, knows the will of Yahweh; and further, that the falsehood 
which the four hundred have just spoken is to be charged, not "to the imper
fection of its human medium," hut to the superhuman agent acting with 
Yahweh's approval (K. DB. V. 656; Che. EB. 3859). In all this, however, 
it is to be understood that ( 8) he takes a position far above the ordinary 
nebhi'im, that knowledge comes to him which they do not share; in other 
words, that there are grades, or ranks, in the order, some higher and others 
lower. These" lower" or" narrow" or" false" prophets are thus pointed out 
even at this early time, although they are still understood to be made use of by 
Yahweh (Volz, EB. 3874 f.). They have been called" prophets of a narrow 
range of vision" (Volz), "the belated representatives of an earlier stage of 

Ephraimite national narrative; it contains no reference to Elijah, and, in view of 
the four hundred prophets of v.6, contradicts the impression (1822) that Elijah 
was the only Yahweh-prophet left (cf. also r818 r914). 

* Che.'s assumption that four hundred here and in the case oftbe Baal-prophets 
is a corruption of Arab-Jerahmeel is altogether groundless. 
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prophetic development," who "had closed their minds against the deepening 
of the idea of God to an unconditionally ethical conception, and were thus no 
longer able to penetrate into the depths of his counsel" (Bu. Rei. x31). We 
are immediately concerned with the bearing of this on the actual condition of 
the nebhi'im in the days of Elisha, and on Elisha himself (for if he occupies a 
high place, one, for example, side by side with Micaiah, how can he, neverthe
less, work harmoniously with the rest?), and on the nebhi'im of Amos's day. 
It is not quite fair to say that "under the protection of Jehu's dynasty proph
ecy so-called sank to depths of hypocrisy and formalism" (WRS.). A better 
statement would be that at this time pre-prophetism continued to occupy the 
low place which it had always occupied, save when some great personality 
like Elijah, or Elisha, or Micaiah was raised up ; or, better still, let us dis
tinguish between prophecy, for which these great souls stood, and manticism 
(i.e. the nebhi'ismus), which is all that the others yet knew or cared for 
(Davidson, 0. T. Proph. 111 ff.; Kue. Rei. I. 196--7). Amos plainly shows 
his estimate of this crowd of nebhi'im, when he maintains very forcibly that 
he is not one of them, and his words perhaps imply that it is no great honor 
to be regarded as one of their number (but v.i.). 

5. It remains only to note the stages of this development and 
to indicate its place in the history of the pre-Amos time. Starting 
on the Israelitish side with seers (who are closely akin to priests), 
and on the Canaanitish side with nebhi'im ( or dervishes), we see the 
two classes gradually growing together. From among them, or in 
close association with them, there arise from time to time certain 
great characters who share their peculiarities and adopt their 
methods, but at the same time reach far above them in their 
knowledge of the divine will. These men, not yet prophets in the 
technical sense, are the forerunners of the prophets, the connecting 
link between the old and the new, which begins with the wdting 
prophets. This is their place in the development. What did 
these societies of nebhi'im do for the people among whom they 
lived? What influence did they exercise upon them? 

It is certainly unjust to characterize them as "hotbeds of sedition" and to 
limit their activity almost entirely to the sphere of politics (HPS. 0. T. Hist. 
193), or to consider them" a species of begging friars," with but little influence 
among the people (Co. Proph. 13). It is with a truer appreciation of their 
services that Cheyne (EB. 3857 f.) declares them to have been" a recognized 
sacred element in society, the tendency of which was to bind classes together 
by a regard for the highest moral and religious traditions." Compare also 
the view of Kittel (Hist. II. 266), that their chief interest was the "fostering 
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of religious thought," and that, as compared with the priests, they were "the 
soul, the latter the hand and arm, of religion"; the opinion of Marti (Rei. 
81 f.), that in times of peace they had little influence, but in national crises 
were invaluable in kindling a spirit of patriotism and devotion to Yahweh; 
the estimate of Wellhausen (Pro/. 461; similarly, WRS. Proph. 85 ff.), that 
they were not of "first-rate importance," historical influence having been 
exercised only by exceptional individuals among them, who rose above their 
level and sometimes opposed them, though always using them as a base of 
operations. 

They constituted one of Israel's greatest institutions, which, like 
many others, came by adoption from the outside. But in its com
ing it was purified and spiritualized, and itself gave rise directly to 
an influence perhaps the most distinctive and the most elevating 
ever exerted on Israelitish life and thought. 

§ 6. THE OLDER AND YOUNGER DECALOGUE$, 

Two important documents known as decalogues were formu
lated, and probably promulgated, in the pre-prophetic period. 
These decalogues now form a part of the Judaean and Ephraim
itic narratives, and might be considered in connection with those 
documents ; but they were origina1ly independent of them, and 
their especial importance warrants a separate treatment. It is 
essential to ask : What was their origin? What was their message 
to the times in which they were published? What prophetic 
element do they contain? What is their relation to prophecy in 
general? We may not suppose that these, with the Book of the 
Covenant (§ 7), are the only laws of this early period that have 
been handed down ; others are probably to be found in Deuteron
omy and in the Holiness Code ; but these will be sufficient for the 
purpose we have in mind. 

I. The older decalogue, * found in Ex. 3412-26, consists, as recon 
structed,t of ten regulations. These deal with the worship of. 

* Cf. We. Ho:. 331 ff.; Bu. ZA W. XI. 2r6 ff.; Bacon, Tripi, Tradition o.f the 
Exodus, 139-158; Sta. G VI. I. 510; Holzinger, Exodus, II9 f.; Stark, Deutero
nomium, 30 f.; GFM. EB. 1446 f.; G. B. Gray, EB. 2733 f.; Bantsch, E:rod.-Lev.
Num. xlvi. f. 

t We. (Her, 331); cf. Holzinger, Bantsch, Briggs (Her. r89-2ro) ; contra 
K. DB. V. 633, who characterizes the so-called decalogue as" only an appearance," 
being" ceremonial prescriptions [inserted by the Redactor] which can be recognized 
at the first glance as parallels to the laws of the Book of the Covenant," 



THE OLDER AND YOUNGER DECALOGUES lix 

other gods, the making of molten images, the observance of three 
feasts and the sabbath, the offering of firstlings and first-fruits, and 
the avoidance of certain rites commonly practised in non-Israelitish 
religions. 

This code, as well as the chapter of which it is a part, belongs to the Judaean 
narrative, but fits in badly with what precedes and follows it, It would seem 
to follow logically J's introduction to the Sinaitic Covenant (Ex. 19ID-22- 25), for 
one would scarcely expect new legislation to be given after orders had been 
received ( cf. Ex. 3234 331-s) to leave Horeb, In Ex. 3428 it is called the ten 
words, and so naturally constitutes J's decalogue, corresponding to that of E in 
Ex. 20 and Dt. 5. (The discovery of this decalogue was made by Goethe in 
Zwei wichtige bisher unerorterte Fragm, 1773 A.D.) While there may be some 
doubt whether this decalogue was a part of J from the beginning or found its 
present place in J at the hand of the editor who much later joinedJ and E, no one 
disputes its very primitive character, and, consequently, its early age, Arising 
in connection with some Judaean sanctuary (GFM. EB. 1446), it represents 
a ritual of worship which is not only of an early age, but also indicative of a 
national religion. The very fact that it is so strongly ritualistic shows the pre
prophetic age ; and this is further attested by the pains taken to forbid cer
tain rites (e.g. seething of a kid in its mother's milk) which were common in 
non-Israelitish religions. It is, as Moore (EB. 1446) says, "the earliest 
attempt with which we are acquainted to embody in a series of brief injunc
tions, formulated as divine commands, the essential observances of the religion 
of Yahweh." But, on the other hand, it had its origin after the conquest of 
Palestine, because the background is agricultural throughout. 

The message of the J udaean decalogue might thus be expressed : 
"Worship Yahweh, and Yahweh alone, without images (such as 
Northern Israel uses); let the worship be simple and in accord 
with the old usage ; forbear to introduce the practices of your 
Canaanitish neighbors." 

This message, notwithstanding its extremely ritualistic content, 
shows a perfect consistency with the pre-prophetic thought of 
775-50 B.C.; for in three of the ten injunctions (viz. "Thou 
shalt worship no other gods," " Thou shalt make thee no molten 
gods," "Thou shalt not seethe a kid," etc.) we have representations 
exactly in accord with the prevailing thought of the pre-prophetic 
reformers, while the other injunctions emphasize the simplicity 
of Yahweh's requirements in contrast with the elaborate and sen
suous ritual of Baalism. 

The earlier decalogue thus connects itself with the pre-prophetic 
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movement as it has thus far found expression, and prepares the 
way for a higher expression later on. At the same time it was not 
instituted as a measure of reform, but rather as the codification 
of existing practice. The publication, however, was not simply 
for the sake of providing a law-book; it was rather an expression 
of the general prophetic (sometimes called historical) spirit illus
trated by J (cf. Gray, EB. 2732). 

2. The younger decalogue, found in two forms, viz., Ex. 20 (E2) 

and Dt. 5 (D), presents a much larger field for conjecture and 
consideration.* This code consisted originally of ten injunctions, 
positive and negative, covering the relation of man to God and to 
his fellow-men. 

In Ex. 193&, 9-!9 we find, in a passage ascribed to E, the preparations lead
ing up to the giving of the laws, and in 243-8 occurs the ratification of the 
same. The intervening chapters contain two important pieces of legislation, 
the decalogue (chap. 20) and the Book of the Covenant (chaps. 21-23).t In 
spite of the appropriateness of the present order ( i.e. a body of general and 
fundamental principles, followed by a series of detailed laws dealing with the 
life of Israel in all its aspects), we are compelled to believe that the two codes 
have no direct relationship to each other, because (I) no such relationship is 
recognized in the historical part of the material; (2) chap. 2013-26 contains no 
reference to CC; (3) chap. 24 shows no evidence for connecting the two; 
(4) chaps. 32-34 make no mention of CC; (5) Dt., while it adopts the deca
logue as the basis of its code, shows no acquaintance with any other law given 
at Horeb; (6) Jos. 24 makes no reference to any other law. In view of 
these facts, it may be concluded that E's original Horeb legislation was not 
CC, but the (later) decalogue. 

But we are confronted with two or three important questions : 
( 1) Is there other E material which could possibly have been 
connected with the Horeb legislation? ( 2) Is the decalogue in 
its present form (either Ex. 20 or Dt. 5) the original? (3) How 

• That this decalogue was not an original constituent of the E narrative is held 
by Sta., Co., Carpenter and Battersby, who assign it to a Judaean recension of E; 
by Stiirk (Deutenmomium), who finds the original decalogue of E scattered through 
the Book of the Covenant; by Kue., We. (SV. I. 68), Meissner (Der Dekalog), 
Bantsch, Sm. (Rei.~ z,3), Marti (Rei. I74), Addis (EB. 1050), and Matthes (ZA W. 
XXIV. I7-4r), who assign it to the seventh century. Holzinger (Exod., in loc.) 
places it in the latter half of the eighth century. 

t This may be called the Covenant Code, and represented by the symbol CC. 
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early in the history of E did the original decalogue occupy its 
present position? 

(1) It is probably true* that there was an earlier legislation (El) of which 
only fragments now exist, viz. the account of the tent of meeting (3J7·11), 

with, perhaps, an account of the construction of the tent (for which P's elab
orate description was substituted), and of the ark for which the tent was 
made, together with the ritual found in zo24-26• It will be noted that this 
earlier legislation of E, according to this hypothesis, was supplanted, partly by 
P's material concerning the ark and the tent, partly by the decalogue (and the 
story of the golden calf, Ex. 32, which may be called E2), leaving certain 
fragments only ( v.s.). 

(2) The present form of the decalogue gives evidence of considerable 
expansion from the original ten words, e.g. the very striking differences in the 
two versions as given in Ex.. and Dt., the great difference in the length of 
the injunctions, and the internal character of the material itself. The original 
ten words, stripped of all these later additions, were probably as follows: -

I. Thou shalt have no other gods beside me. 
2. Thou shalt not make for thyself any graven image. 
3. Thou shalt not utter the name of thy God for an evil purpose. 
4, Remember the sabbath day to sanctify it. 
5. Honor thy father and thy mother. 
6. Thou shalt do no murder. 
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
8. Thou shalt not steal. 
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor, 

10, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. 

(3) How early, then, is the younger decalogue? (a) It cannot t come 
from the times of Moses, for tradition regards Ex.. 34 as "the ten words"; 
it is unknown to CC ; it is in a measure inconsistent with the ritualistic religion 
of the pre-prophetic time. ( b) Is it then as late as the days of Manasseh ( cf. 
Mi. 66-8), t and if so, is it the product of the rip est prophetic thought ? The 
answer turns upon the fulness of interpretation given to the several command
ments, the turning-point in the whole matter being the specific prohibition of 
tke use of images in the second commandment, and the alleged highly devel
oped ethical system underlying the whole. The former, it is claimed, cannot be 
earlier than the eighth century, for until this time there seems to have been no 
knowledge of such a prohibition. The latter must, it is thought, represent the 

• GFM. EB. I445; Stark, Dtuteronomium, 40 ff.; Meissner, Dekalog, 33, 
t So We. Hex. 33I ff.; Biintsch, Bundesbuch, 92 ff.; Sm. Re!. ZJ3 f.; Marti, 

Rtl. 68; Addis, EB, 1050. 

t So Kue~ Meissner (Der Dekalog), Bantsch, Addis (EB. 1050}. 
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result of the prophetic teaching at least down to and including Isaiah. The 
question, therefore, of the prophetic character of the decalogue and of its 
relation to prophecy depends wholly on the date, and this on the degree of 
ethical development which it is found to contain. 

(c) We may not accept Eerdmans's suggestion ( Th T. XXXVII. 18 ff., 
made with a view to placing the original as early as Moses) that some other 
commandment originally stood in the place of what is now the second (the 
present second belonging to the seventh century), or that in the original form 
there were seven instead of ten; but the principle underlying this suggestion, 
which has been accepted by Kautzsch (DB. V. 633b), is sound and is to be 
allowed a controlling place in our decision; viz. that the commands and 
prohibitions of the decalogue "have not an absolute, but a relative scope" 
(K.). This means that the ethical conceptions which are connected with the 
decalogue in our modern limes have been read into it, and were not originally 
so understood. The earlier thought was one not of morals but of rights. 
Eerdmans goes still further and limits the application of the commandments, 
eg. the killing to one's countrymen, and the coveting to the appropriation of 
property that was ownerless. Nor is \'Vildeboer's criticism ( ThSt., 1903, 109-
118) of this valid when he says that thus the deeper moral sense of the 
decalogue is degraded, 

(d) Concerning the second commandment in particular, it may be said in 
passing : Its close association with the chapter on the Northern calves 
(Ex. 32) has some significance. The fact that the central sanctuary in the 
times of Eli, David, and Solomon seems to have had no image indicates the 
presence of a strong sentiment opposed to image-worship, if not an actual 
prohibition. The non-observance of such a prohibition in Northern Israel is 
no evidence of the non-existence of the law. Account must also be taken of 
the sentiment in the South (as represented by Isaiah in his early ministry), 
which must have existed some time before Isaiah. The presence of a similar 
law in the older decalogue of J supports the early origin of the prohibition. 

Upon the whole we shall be justified in assigning the formulation 
of the younger decalogue in its original form, even with the second 
commandment, to a period not much later than 750 B.c., the 
arguments for a still later date* not being convincing.t 

The message of this younger decalogue to its times was three
fold: (1) Acknowledge (cf. in the older, worship) no other 
god, and follow not other religions in making images, or in using 

• Addis, art. "Decalogue," EB.; GFM. EB. 1447; Marti, Rd. 174; We.; 
Kue. ; Sm. Rei. 273 ; et al. 

t So Gray, EB. 2733 f.; Paterson, art. "Decalogue," DB.; K. DB. V. 634; 
Wildeboer, Joe, cit,; Kit., But, I. 248 t. ; Montefiore, Rei, of Anc, Beh'ews, 553-?'; 
,tat. 



THE OLDER AND YOUNGER DECALOGUES }xiii 

the divine name for purposes of sorcery; but observe &.e sabbath 
(as representing Yahweh's ordinances), and pay respect to Yah
weh's representatives. These are Yahweh's rights; do not do 
violence to them. ( 2) Do not do violence to the rights of your 
neighbor, as they relate to his person, his wife, his property, or 
his reputation. Still further, (3) do not even think of doing 
violence to any of your neighbor's rights. 

The younger decalogue thus harmonizes completely with the 
growth of the prophetic thought as thus far (760 B.c.) developed. 
With the higher conception of God (v.i".) a more rigid adherence 
to him is demanded, and a more concrete separation from the 
ritual customs which had been in vogue. Still further, sorcery 
must be banished. While as a corollary it follows that the insti
tutions of Yahweh in their simplicity must be observed; and re
spect will be shown Yahweh by honoring those who, in his place, 
have power of life and death.* The prophetic element, in the 
first table, is clearly seen in the first, second, and third command
ments; but did the prophets really advocate the observance of insti
tutions? Yes; for (1) they could not do away with al/institutions, 
and in the very act of rooting out the Baal ritual, they must fall 
back on something; and besides (2) their connection with ritual 
is seen in J's including the earlier decalogue, in E's including 
another decalogue, in D's including an enlarged code of ritual. 
As to the fifth commandment, while we are unable to distinguish 
the extent to which the spirit of ancestor-worship still influences 
opinion, it can hardly be supposed that all trace of it has yet 
disappeared. 

The original obligation in the fourth commandment was (not 
that which P or D later inserted) to treat the Sabbath as Yahweh's 
property, and therefore not put it to the profane uses which had 
formerly been customary in connection with the heathen cult t ( cf. 
Am. 85 Ho. 2 11). 

• V, references on ancestor-worship, pp. 40 f., note. 
t The need of such a law and the prophetic character of it at once become ap

parent, if the supposition be correct that tJ.e sabbath was taken over from the 
Canaanites, who had themselves gotten it from Babylonia (so Reu. G,sch. d. Alt. Te,t, 
§ 7I, Anm.; Sm. Rd.~ r6o; Now. Arck. I. I44; Benz. Arck. 202,465; Holzinger, 
Ex"dus, 73). The 1ask of prophecy was to purify it from its Canaanitish associa-

e 
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In the commandments of the second table the case is even 
clearer. With the examples of David and Solomon and Ahab, in 
connection with whom the prophets have actually said the same 
things that are found in the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth com
mandments, it is easy to see that a prophetic redaction after Elijah 
must contain just these points (v.s. as to meaning of each). The 
important step forward which the tenth commandment contains, 
viz. not to tl1ink of violating one's neighbor's rights, is noticeable, 
but, after all, in harmony with the active intellectual effort of the 
times which produced the philosophical work of J and E (v.£.). 

(6) With this understanding of the message, and of the pro
phetic element in it, we can discover its close connection with 
the pre-prophetic movement. Its formulation can be ascribed 
to the intense religious feeling which is just beginning to recog
nize the rights of Yahweh and of men; it is in a sense the product 
of prophetic thought, but, more strictly, that of pre-prophetic 
thought. 

§ 7. THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT. 

The Book of the Covenant ( = CC), to which reference has 
already been made, was promulgated, substantially in its present 
form, with prophetic sanction, as early as Soo B.C., or half a century 
before Amos and Hosea. We may ask, as before, as to its origin 
and marks of date, its message, the prophetic element in the 
message, and its relation to the pre-prophetic movement. 

I. This book (Ex. 21-23) contains two kinds of material. The 
first part (21 2-2217

) is a series of" hypothetical instructions, based 
presumably on precedent" (Gray, EB. 2734); in a single word, 
/udgments (cf. Ex. 211, 248, Nu. 35 24

), or judicial decisions,- regu
lations, seemingly intended for the use of judges, and dealing with 
questions of civil and criminal law.* The second part (22 18-2J19) 
is a series (with some interruptions, e.g. 2222-21 2 3H. 9 b.la. 15 u 7.i9a) 

!ions and to transform it into an institution thoroughly consonant with the spirit of 
Yahwism. 

* The following subjects are treated in this portion: (1) Regulations regarding 
slaves, 212-11; (2) personal injuries, 2112-27; (3) injuries and damages in connection 
with cattle, 2128-36; (4) theft, 22H; (5) damages to crops, 2~; (6) breaches of 
trust, 221-1.;; (7) seduction, 22l6£ 
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of precepts relating to life and worship,* evidently other than 
legal in character ; regulations of a moral and religious character, 
having especially to do with the deity and worship.t 

2. An examination of the material soon discloses that (a) the original form 
of this material has suffered both in the way of mutilation and in actual loss, t 
for all of which full allowance must be made; while (b) a considerable 
amount of new material, joined with the original text, must be set aside (v,s.) 
if we are to reconstruct the original document or documents; still further, 
(c) the laws on ritual ( 2314-19) are practically identical, even verbally, with 
3418-26 (the earlier decalogue), and belonged originally in chap. 34, whence 
they have been transferred by an editor;§ (d) the second part (2218-2319) is 
more diverse in character than the first, and is itself plainly a compilation of 
different elements, II some of which betoken a Deuteronomic origin; (t) the 
narrative (2320-83), which in its present form is late, contains old material that 
originally stood in close connection with CC, viz. vs.2,-2-J. 2.5. 26, and especially 
vs,2B-31; 1 (f) the regulations in 2o28-26 have no connection with the preceding 
decalogue (vs,l-17), and should be taken** with the "words" ( cf. 2228-81). 

3. CC, with such modifications as are involved in the preceding (cf. 2), 
now suggests two series of questions: (1) Did the author of the judgments 
also collect the precepts? or is CC, as we have it, a growth? Various 
schemes of reconstruction have been proposed,tt of which G. F. Moore's is, 

• The chief subjects of this portion are: (r) three precepts on sorcery, bestiality, 
and worship of foreign gods, 2218-20; (2) humanitarian Jaws, 2221; (3) reverence 
and offerings, 2228-lil; (4) testimony, 231-3; (5) impartial administration of justice, 
236-9; (6) Sabbath and sabbatical year, 2310-13; (7) feasts and offerings, 2314-19. 

t Kent, Student's 0. T., in Zoe., describes 2o23-26 2229. 3123111-19 as duties to Yahweh 
in connection with the ritual which constitute E's terms of the covenant with 
Yahweh, 

t E.g. 222. 8a seems to be a fragment now misplaced; so also 23"4 f. 13. 

§ GFM. EB. 1448; cf. Jii!icher, JPTh. VIII. 300 f.; Briggs, Hex. 190 ff., 229 f. 
According to Bu. (ZA W. XI, 217 ff.), the presence of these laws in Ex. 34 after this 
transfer is due to another still later editor; cf. also GFM. 

II GFM. EB. 1448; Gray, EB. 2734. 
'If GFM. EB. 1448. 
ff Contra GFM. EB. 1444; cf. Kent, Student's 0. T. 184, 
tt Sta. ( G VI. I. 636) recognizes two divisions, viz. "words" and "judgments," 

questions whether they originally had any connection with each other, and suggests 
that the words originally all stood together under their own superscription; and 
that when the latter was dropped the present confusion arose. Rothstein (Bundes• 
buch, r888) regards CC as an expansion of the decalogue and attempts by a series 
of violent transpositions, resulting in worse confusion than that which now exists, to 
rearrange its contents in an order corresponding to that of the subject-matter in the 
decalogue. Stark (Deuteronomium, 1894, 32 ff.) finds three strata of laws: (1) six 
laws, somewhat later than the J decalogue, viz, 2112, ~i9; (2) the "judgments" of 
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perhaps, the simplest, viz. there existed originally (a) a book of judgrnents; 
to this was added (b) the "main stock" of 2218-2313, i.e. the Horeb legis
lation of E; then (c) the ritual 2J1Hll (taken from J, 3414 ff·) was attached, 
probably by the editor who ( d) wrote the closing story ( 23:D-.38), In this 
case the substance of CC is as early as E (v.s.), 

(2) Some suppose that CC formed a part of the original E; * in this case 
CC would be: (a) the law given at Horeb as the basis of the Sinaitic Cove
nant (but we have both what may fairly be regarded as the original basis (E1), 

as well as the decalogue substituted {v.s.) for the original); or (b) a con
tinuation of the decalogue (Ex. 201-17) and so a part of the Sinaitic Covenant 
(v.s.); or (c) the document which led up to the renewal of the covenant 
and so was connected with Moses' parting words in the plains of Moab t; or 
(d) the "statute and ordinance" of Jos. 242.1-27, thus representing the 11.w 
given as the basis of the covenant made at that time, whence it was removed 
by RD to its present position. t But no one of these suggestions is free from 
difficulties, although the consideration in favor of the proposition is impor
tant, viz. the general similarity of CC to E. 

It seems upon the whole easier to believe that CC was a separate book 
from E, § inserted in E by the editor who was himself the compiler of CC. 

2IL2216, from a later date than the preceding; and (3) a group of ethical and reli
gious laws, a sort of programme of the prophetic activity, viz. 2c,2½ff. 2217, 00. 2H.27 f. 

2i--3. sr.10-12. H. Bertheau (Sieben Gruppen Mosaisc/,er Gesetze, 1840) first arranged 
CC in decades, viz. (I) 203-17; (2) 2I2-11, (3) 2112-27, (4) 2I~8...22l6, (5) 2217-80, 

(6) 231·8, (7) 2314--19; this involved the· treatment of 2o22-26 as four introductory com
mands, 239-13 as an interpolation, and 2326-ro as a closing decalogue of promises. 
Briggs (Hex. 2u-232) includes in the original CC only four pentades and one 
decalogue of "words," viz. 2()23--26 2227-29 ,a31-8 236-9 2iD-l9, This was enlarged 
by the addition of two pentades, three decalogues, and a triplet of "judgments," 
viz. 2r2-ll 2rlS-2'1 2I26-,'l6 2r37-,a23 224 f. 226-16, The remaining laws are later inser
tions showing traces of Deuteronomic redaction, Paton (JBL. XII. 79-93), by 
supposing Ex. 34 to contain another recension of CC, from which he supplements 
defective decalogues in CC, by considering 2122-2'1 221 r.11 234f. 9.13. U. 1.5 c as later 
additions, and by restoring two pentades from DI. 22, obtains an original CC 
consisting of ten decalogues, each being symmetrically divided into two pentades, 

• So Di. Exod. 219 f.; Jiilicher,JPTh. VIII. 305; Kue. Hex. 152 f.; Co. Einl. 
73 ff.; Carpenter and Battersby, The Hexateuch, II. n3, et al.; contra Bantscb, 
Bundesbuch, chap. II. 

t So Kue., Co., Carpenter and Battersby, et al.; in this case either (r) RD (the 
editor who joined J and E with D) put D in the place formerly occupied by 
CC, at the same time removing CC to the earlier place which it now occupies; or 
(2) RJE (the editor who joined J and E) took Ex. 34 (which was the basis of the 
Sinaitic covenant according to J) and used it as the basis of the renewal, at the 
same time pushing back CC to the decalogue and making the two (i.e. the deca
logue and CC) the basis of the covenant. 

1 Holzinger, Eini. I79. 
§ So Rothstein, Das Bundesbuch; Bantsch, Bundesbuch, 77 ff. ; We. Pro/, $Ur 

Gesch. lsr,8 420; GFM. EB. 1449. 



THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT lxvii 

The material in this case may have had its origin as follows (v.s.)*: (a) Ex. 
2J1H', = 34 (J); (b) the judgmmts may have been a part of E standing 
after chap. 18, which itself originally stood later in the narrative; (c) the pre• 
cepts, now somewhat obscured in 2218 lf- 23, were probably that part of the 
Horeb legislation (E1) for which the decalogue (v,s,) was substituted, 

It is to be observed that all of these various hypotheses agree in 
assigning to the substance of CC and in large measure to the form 
which we now have, an age contemporaneous with or preceding 
that of E (v.i.). CC embodies "the consuetudinary law of the 
early monarchy." t 

4, The presence of CC in E ( or JE) is due to a religious purpose 
on the part of the author or editor ; this purpose, however, par
takes of the historical spirit rather than of the legal or reformatory 
spirit. In other words, no effort was being made, as later in the 
case of the Deuteronomic code or the Levitical code, to gain rec
ognition from the people for a new legislation. t This appears, 
not only from the small proportion of the whole of E which CC 
constitutes, but also from the fact that its laws are based on long
established usage, or codify moral precepts which had already 
been taught; the presence of CC indicates also, from the point 
of view of E (or the editor), a complete harmony of thought 
between the content of CC and the material of E ; the message 
of CC, therefore, becomes a part of the larger message of E, and 
receives interpretation from the latter. 

The regulations (" judgments" and "precepts ") are entirely 
consistent (1) in treating the deity as the direct and exclusive 
source of judgment and authority; (2) in recognizing that a time 
has now come in the affairs of the nation when the rights of the 
community are to be considered, with a view to restricting the 
action of individuals in so far as they are injurious to the com
munity (cf. the decalogue); (3) in continuing to accept certain 
principles which have long prevailed in Semitic life, e.g. (a) that 
of retaliation, which included the !ex talionis, (b) that of blood 
revenge, and money compensation for injuries committed, there 

* As suggested by GFM. EB. 1449; cf. Bu. ZA W. XI. 218 f. 
t Co. Einl. 75; cf. Dr. DB. III. 68; WRS. 0 TJC-2 340 ff, 
i Cf. G. B. Gray, EB, 2731f. 
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being no punishment by way of degradation; (4) in having as a 
basis on which everything rests the agricultural form of life. 

The regulations, as already indicated, (a) when studied from 
the point of view of worship, represent the customs of the past* in 
their comparative purity and simplicity, but at the same time 
emphasize the restriction of such worship to Yahweh (monolatry); 
nothing new is here presented; (b) when considered from the 
point of view of ethics, emphasize two or three important points, 
viz. the setting apart of the sabbath as a day of rest, the giving to 
the poor of the produce of the land during one year in seven, t 
the distinction between murder and manslaughter, the securing 
of justice to the foreigner, the restoration of ox or ass to one's 
enemy, the urgency against oppression and maladministration of 
office. 

In general, then, the message was one of an elevating character 
in its moral attitude, advocating, as it does, absolute "rectitude 
and impartiality" in methods of administration; mildness, pro
tection and relief from severe life for the poor, the foreigner, 
and the slave; a generous attitude even toward one's enemy 
(230). t 

5. The prophetic element is manifest; so manifest, indeed, that 
many have regarded CC as the result of the later prophetic work. 
It is more correct, however, after making proper allowances for 
the Deuteronomic additions, to regard this as the expression of 
that religious and ethical development which had its source and 
strength in the movement of the times of Elijah and Elisha, and of 
J and E, and, therefore, as preparatory to the period of prophecy 
beginning with Amos and Hosea.§ This view is to be accepted 
because of ( 1) the marked linguistic and phraseological affinity of 
CC to E ; ( 2) the large proportion of the code given to the 
treatment of secular matters ( cf. the similar nature of the Code 

* Viz. rude and simple altars, firstlings and first-fruits, three pilgrimages, no 
leaven, destruction of fat, burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, etc. 

t V. my Constructive Studies in the Priestly Element in the 0. T. (1902), 108-rrS, 
t K. DB. V. 664 b, 665. 
§ So K. DB. V. 664 f.; Carpenter and Battersby, The Hexateuch, I. rrg; Dr. 

DB.Ill.68; Co.Einl.75; WRS. OTJC.234off.; Bacon, Triple Tradition,noff..; 
Gray, EB. 2733; We. Hex. 89 f.; Addis, Doc. of Hex. I. 142 f.; contra Sta. G VL I, 
634; Steuernagel, Deuteronomium u, Josua, 278; Ba.ntsch, Bundes/Juch, 122; et al, 



THE JUDAEAN NARRATIVE lxix 

of Hammurabi), a sign of a comparatively early date;* (3) the 
primitive character of many of the regulations and ideas, e.g. "the 
conception of God as the immediate source of judgment" 
(Driver) ; the principle of retaliation and the law of blood 
revenge, ideas still dominant among the Bedouin; the more 
primitive tone of 2221 as compared with 342'1; and the conception 
of woman which appears in the provision for the estimate of a 
daughter's dishonor, as so much damage to property, to be made 
good in cash (cf. the higher ideal of Hosea). 

§ 8. THE JUDAEAN NARRATIVE {J). 

This narrative of world- and nation-history had its origin within 
the century 850-750 B.c., and, with the closely related Ephraimitic 
narrative, is at once an expression of the pre-prophetic thought 
and the basis for a still higher development of that thought. What 
may be gathered from this most wonderful narrative, throughout 
prophetic in its character, for a better understanding of the pre
Amos period ? 

1. Four propositions relating to the Hexateuch are now all but 
universally acknowledged and may be stated without discussion:-

( 1) The Hexateuch is made up in general of three distinct 
elements, viz. the prophetic (JE), the prophetico-priestly, found 
mostly in Deuteronomy (D), and the priestly (P), these elements 
being joined together, first JE with D, and later JED with P.t 

. "' It is still a question whether the relationship of CC to the Code of Hammurabi 
is (a) one of direct dependence (as close, indeed, as the relation of the early stories 
in Genesis to the Babylonian legends), since, in a number of cases, the laws are 
practically identical (so Johnston, Jokns Hopkins Univenity Circular, June, 1903); 
or (2) one of racial affinity, i.e. of common tradition, without any direct influence, 
much less, borrowing (so Cook, D. H. Muller, Kohler) ; or, perhaps, (3) one of 
entire independence, with CC, however, greatly influenced by a Babylonian envi
ronment (so Johns, DB. V. 6ro ff.). While the existence of such a code as that of 
Hammurabi, at the early date of 2250 B.C,, strengthens the arguments for an early 
date of CC, it does not furnish any proof that CC could have existed in its present 
form earlier than the stage of civilization (viz. the agricultural) in which it is plainly 
imbedded, 

t The details do not concern us in this connection; for the most recent dis
cussion of these details, v. Carpenter and Battersby, Tke Hexateuck, Vol. I.; Hol
zinger, Einleitung in den Hexateuch: Dr. LOT.: and the introductions to the 
various commentaries on the Hexateuch by Gunkel, Steuernagel, Bantsch, G. F. 
Moore, Gray, Bertholet, Holzinger, and Driver. 
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( 2) The prophetic element, with which alone we are now con
cerned, is itself the result of a union of two distinct documents.: 
and while these two documents may not be clearly distinguished 
from each other in certain phases, they nevertheless stand apart, 
in the greater portion of the material, to an extent which is no 
longer seriously questioned.* 

(3) J is a Judaean narrative, having its origin in the king
dom of Judah, while E (v.i.) arose in Northern Israel. The 
evidence of J's Southern origin is not so clear as is that of E's 
Northern origin, but with the practical certainty of the latter, the 
probability of the former follows. This, moreover, is strengthened 
when we observe (a) the prominence attached to certain distinc
tively Southern sanctuaries in the patriarchal narratives; (b) the 
conspicuous place assigned to Judah among Jacob's sons (Gn. 
3726 4J8 4416

· 
18 4910

), cf. the corresponding place assigned to 
Reuben and Joseph in E, and the absence in J of any very sure 
allusion to Joshua; (c) the improbability that two such similar 
narratives as J and E circulated side by side in the Northern 
kingdom, and (d) the presence in Gn. 38 of traditions con
cerning families of Judah, which would have little interest for a 
non-J udahite.t 

(4) J, although for the sake of convenience spoken of as a 
narrative, or indeed as a narrator, represents a school of writers 
covering a period of perhaps a century or more. It is necessary, 
therefore, in the use of J to distinguish with care the different 
strata. For practical purposes, however, we may speak of J1 as 
the original J, and of the material assigned to J2 or J3 as ad
ditions. t 

* Cf. the practical agreement existing among recent analysts, e.g. Carpenter 
and Battersby, Addis, Bacon, Driver, Kautzsch. 

+ Cf. Holzinger, Einl. 160-5; Kit. Hist. I. 83-5; E. Meyer, ZA W. I. 138; 
Sta. G VI. I. 547; Co. Einl. 5r; Carpenter and Battersby, Th, H,xateuch, I. 104 ff. 

t Cf. C,i.rpenter and Battersby, op. cit. I. 108 f.; Holzinger, Einl. 138-6o. This 
material is of more than a single kind, including, as it does, (r) additions to the 
Urguchichte, having a different point of view or background, e.g. the narrative of 
the Deluge, which is unknown to JI; (2) parallels in the patriarchal narratives, e.g. 
the story of Abraham and Sarah at the court of Pharaoh is a later form of the tra
dition as it appears in connection with Isaac and Rebekah at the Philistine court; 
(3) insertions pervaded by a loftier ethical and spiritual tone than the context, e.g. 
GI!, 181711'. 22o-23a Ex. 3411--0 Nu. 1417; (4) editorial additions made in connection 
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The time relations of J1 seem to be those of 850 to 750 B.C., or possibly a 
little later, Only a few would assign a later date,* This unanimity of 
opinion rests upon (a) the fact that the prophetic character of J is less 
definite than that of Amos and Hosea, seeming, therefore, to belong to a more 
primitive stage in the development of the spirit of prophecy; ( b) the proba
bility that Am. 2 9 Hcf. 910 123 f.12 f. are based upon the written narrative of 
J; (c) the literary style and the religious development found in Amos and 
his immediate successors imply the existence of religious writings with which 
they and their listeners were familiar; (d) the fact that the narrative of J 
continues into the days of Joshua implies its post-Mosaic origin; (e) the 
national spirit everywhere characteristic of it did not exist until the age 
of the monarchy, when Israel for the first time realized its unity; (/) the 
probability that the same school of writers has contributed to the Books 
of Samuel and Kings ; (g) the friendly attitude toward the Philistines 
appearing in the narratives concerning the dealings of Abraham and Isaac 
with them could not have arisen until a long time after the hostilities 
of the reign of David; (k) the reign of Solomon is evidently looked back 
upon as a sort of golden age ( cf. Gn. 1518 and I K. 4 21 ; Gn. 926 and 1 K. 920); 
(i) such names as Zaphenath-paneah and Poti-phera are unknown in Egyptian 
writings until the post-Solomonic period; (j) Jos. 6'l/J points back to the 
reign of Ahab; cf. 1 K. 16s•. 

2. The scope of J includes the history of the world from the 
creation of Adam down to Abraham, the history of Israel's 
patriarchal ancestors from the selection of Abraham down to 
the residence in Egypt, the history of the nation under the 
leadership of Moses and Joshua(?) down to the conquest of 
Canaan. It is altogether probable that the same school (v.s.) 
of writers continued the work down through the times of the 
monarchy, giving us the earlier portions of Samuel and Kings.t 

The general framework of the narrative from the story of Eden 

with the union of J and E, e.g. Gn. 2215-18 Ex. 32<,-H; (5) Deuteronomic additions 
to the legislation of J, e.g. Ex. 193Hl, 

• Schra. (in De Wette's Einl.8) pmces J between 825 and 800; Kit. (Hist. I. 86), 
between 830 and Soo ; Kue. puts JI in the latter part of the ninth or the first years 
of the eighth century, and J2 in the latter half of the seventh century; Bu. ( Urgesck.) 
assigns JI to the ninth century or the latter years of the tenth, and J2 to the reign of 
Ahaz ; Di. dates J somewhat after 750 B.C., but prior to Hezekiah's reform ; Car
penter and Battersby say, "J may, perhaps, be the issue of two centuries of literary 
growth, 85o-650 B.C."; Steuernagel, Deuteronomium u. Josua, 280, names goo-,;oo 
B.C. as the period within which J arose (so Holzinger, Gmesi.1). 

t So Schra. in De Wette's Einl.B 327-32; Bu. Richter u. Samuel; GFM. 
Judffes; Now. Rickter-Rutk; Sta, ZA W. I. 339 ; Co. ZA W. X. 96 ff.; et al, 
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to the settlement in Canaan discloses a definite purpose in the 
mind of the author of this literary creation.* The purpose is 
twofold, relating on the one hand to the origin of Israel as a 
nation and Israel's relation to the neighboring nations, and, on 
the other, to the close connection of Yahweh with this origin and 
development. Nearly every story in the long series finds its true 
interpretation from this point of view.t This is in perfect har
mony with the national motive which underlies the work of Elijah, 
Elisha, and other nebhi't"m (§§ 3-5), with the higher place which 
Israel is just at this period taking among the nations, and, like
wise, with the new ideas of Yahweh which were appealing with 
such force to those who breathed the prophetic inspiration 
(p. xlix). This religio-political motive includes also the desire 
to give expression to new and larger conceptions of God and man 
and life ( v.i.). This historical interest does not concern itself 
with matters of an institutional character (this was P's great 
responsibility). It is the heroes of ancient history and the scenes 
of the olden times that the Judaean narrative delights in. For this 
reason practically no care is given to providing chronological 
indications, and hardly more to the chronological arrangement 
of the material. + It is the spirit that controls throughout, nowhere 
the letter. It is not difficult to connect this expression of a true 
religious spirit with the reformation in Judah, almost contempo
raneous ( six years later) with that of Elisha and J ehu in Israel, 
which was, after all, only the conclusion of the former, resulting, 
as it did, in the overthrow of Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and 
Jezebel. 

3. One of the principal problems of the Judaean narrative 
requires at least a passing glance, viz. that of the world-stories 
with which the narrative of J opens.§ What was their origin? 
What was their place in the narrative as a whole? We cannot 

• Reuss ( Gesch. d. heil. Schrifl d. A. T. § 2r4) not inappropriately characterizes 
J as a "national epic." Dr. ( The Book of Gmesi.r, p. xiv) declares J to be "the 
most gifted and the most brilliant" of all the Hebrew historians. 

t This is true (contra Dr.) even of stories like that of the mission of Abraham's 
steward (Gn. 24). 

:I: V. the author's articles in Hebr. V.-VI. 
§ Viz. the stories of the Garden of Eden, Cain and Abel, the Deluge, and the 

Tower of BabeL 
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longer deny the close formal connection of these traditions with 
the similar traditions of other peoples.* Nor can we suppose 
that the various forms which these same stories take on among 
other nations are derived from an original Israelitish form. Israel 
received this material from the same sources as those from which 
other nations received their stories. It is a heritage common to 
many nations. At the same time it is quite certain that Israel 
came into peculiar relations with the older Babylonian tradition, 
not so much in a direct way through the earliest ancestor Abraham, t 
as in a more indirect manner, viz. through the Canaanitish ele
ment, which itself contained much that was Babylonian. t The 
transformation which these stories have undergone is strictly in 
accordance with the spirit of the narrative as a whole, and might 
well be taken to represent the whole, since it shows the prophetic 
motive, not only in general, but in detail, and illustrates practi
cally every phase of that spirit. Moreover, these stories (found in 
Gn. 2-11) furnish not only the starting-point, but the basis, for the 
Judaean narrative, establishing at the very beginning the essential 
view-point of the narrative. This is seen· especially ( 1) in the 
place assigned Yahweh in reference to the outside nations; ( 2) in 
the importance attached to the conception of sin, and likewise 
that of deliverance; (3) in the attitude shown toward the progress 
of civilization; (4) in the preparation already made for giving 
Israel her place among the nations; and (5) in the details of 
prophetic method and procedure. 

4. This prophetic factor appears in several of the most important 
characteristics of the narrative. § Only a few of these may be 
mentioned : -

( 1) The purpose and spirit ( v.i.) are distinctly prophetic, since 
the writer assumes to be acquainted with the plans of the deity, 
and in fact to speak for that deity under all circumstances ; e.g. he 
declares the divine purpose in the creation of woman (Gn. 2 1s-24

); 

• V. Lenormant, Beginnings of History; Davis, Genesis and Semitic Tradition; 
Gunkel, Tke Legends of Genesis,- and the enormous Babel u. Bibel literature result
ant upon Friedrich Delitzsch's famous lectures. 

t Jastrow,JQR., 1901, p. 653, 
! So Gunkel, Genesis, p. xii; Dr. Genesis, 31; Sayce, Wkl., Zimmern, et al. 
❖ Dr. Genesis, pp, xxi ff.; Holzinger, Einl. 129 ff.; Carpenter and Battersby, 

Hex. I. 99. 
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he assigns the cause and motive of Yahweh's act in sending the 
Deluge (Gn. 61-7); he knows the exact effect of Noah's sacrifice 
upon the divine mind (Gn. 821 r.); he sees the divine purpose 
in the confusion of tongues (Gn. nar·) and in the selection of 
Abram (Gu. ul-3) ; he also describes the scene between Moses 
and Yahweh on the top of Pisgah (Dt. 341 c1·'). 

(2) The national element, so prophetic in its character, dis
plays itself (a) in the great prominence given to stories in which 
the principal heroes are reputed national ancestors, such as those 
concerning Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Joseph, Moses; (b) in 
the recital of events which had to do with the national progress, 
such as the journey into Egypt, the Exodus, the covenant at Sinai, 
the conquest, the settlement, - these being the very foundations 
of the national history; (c) in the evident desire to represent 
Israel as unique among the nations, since she, a direct descendant 
(through Noah, Abraham, and others) of the first man Adam, had 
been definitely chosen by Yahweh as his own peculiar people; and 
to represent the affairs of the world as arranged in such a way as to 
secure the best interest of a single people, Israel;• (d) in the nai:ve 
and primitive method adopted to show Israel's superiority to their 
more closely related neighbors, viz. by connecting some form of 
reproach with the origin of the nation concerned, e.g. Canaan in 
the story of Noah (Gn. 925 1f') as a slave to other peoples; Moab 
and Ammon (Gn. 19=) as the offspring of Lot by incest; t 
Ishmael (Gn. 161rn·) as the son of a handmaid; Edom as inferior 
in ability and character from the beginning ; various Arabian tribes 
as being descended from Keturah, Abraham's second wife, and as 
not receiving a share in Abraham's property (Gn. 251-s). 

(3) The predictive element is, of course, prophetic ; " the patri
archal history is, in his (J's) hands, instinct with the consciousness 
of a great future" (Driver). (a) The history of sin is pictured 
(Gn. J1') with unerring accuracy, as a long and painful struggle 

* This conception is clearly found in J (cf. 137 2218 264), although the word 
"choose" is used first of Israel in Dt. 487. 

t Cf., however, Gunkel's conjecture that this story is of Moab-Ammonite origin, 
and in early times bore no tinge of reproach; but on the contrary was a eulogy of 
the daughters of Lot, who took such heroic measures to secure children, and also 
preserved thereby the purity of the tribal blood. 



THE JUDAEAN NARRATIVE lxxv 

between humanity and the influences which tempt man to evil, 
a struggle which in the very nature of the case must mean victory 
for humanity;* (b) Israel's relations to other peoples are pro
phetically interpreted in Gn. 925-29 ; t (c) glimpses of Israel's 
future numbers and power are given to the patriarchs, Isaac 
(Gn. 2721 1r·), Jacob (Gn. 4815-19 491

-
21
); while (d) a forecast of 

Israel's future relations to the world at large is placed in the 
mouth of a foreign prophet (Nu. 2417

-
19). 

These predictions represent the very thought of the prophet 
concerning the Israel of his own day, the position already gained, 
or that which, with the encouragement thus given (i.e. by the rhe
torical and homiletical use of prediction), may be expected. They 
are, in other words, "prophetical interpretations of history " 
(Driver). 

(4) The prophetic element is seen also in the idealism which 
perme&tes the narrative throughout. The writer makes word
pictures of events and characters in life, in order that his contem
poraries, observing the ideal life thus represented (whether it is an 
ideal of good or an ideal of bad), may lift their life from the lower 
plane to a higher. 

The story of Abraham is a pen-portrait presenting the ideal of intimate 
acquaintance and communion with Yahweh, and consequent faithfulness and 
obedience (cf. Che. EB. 24). In the story of Joseph, he pictures the final 
victory of purity and integrity in spite of evil machinations on the part of 
those who are rich and powerful (cf. Dr. DB. II. 770). In the picture given 
us of Israel's oppression in Egypt, and deliverance from the same by the out
stretched hand of Yahweh, we see Israel as a nation brought face to face with the 
mightiest power on earth, and triumphing over that power with all its gods,l 

• This passage implies, if it does not promise, victory; cf. Dr. Genesis, 48, 57, 
and contra Holzinger, in toe., who denies to it ethical content and limits its meaning 
to an explanation of the well-known antipathy of man to the serpent family; also 
Gunkel, who interprets it as explaining the perpetual hostility of man and the 
serpent family, as a punishment fo1· their league against Yahweh. 

t Whether we understand (I) as formerly (also recently by Dr. op. cit. p. III) 
the three great powers of civilization, the Semitic, the Japhetic, ;md the Hamitic, 
or (2) with We., Sta., Bu., Meyer, Holzinger, merely Israel, Canaan, and Philistia 
or Phoenicia; or (3) with Gunkel (Shem =) the Aramaean-Hebrew peoples, 
and (J aphet =) the northern peoples (i.e. the Hittites), 

1 On the Mu~ri hypothesis of the Exodus this exalted conception of Yahweh's 
power disappears from the story in its original form, but, even if the hypothesis be 
accepted, the traniformation into an Egyptian Exodus must have taken place prior 
to the times of J. 



lxxvi INTRODUCTION 

Stories of this kind, and there were many such, were intended to lead men 
into a higher life, and to give the nation a confidence in its destiny,* 

(5) A true prophetic conception expresses itself in the attitude 
of the Judaean narrative toward the progress of civilization. Here 
J follows in the footsteps of those who preceded him, and joins 
hands with the Nazirite and the Rechabite (v.s.). 

This antagonism, a corollary of the views entertained concerning sin (v.i.), 
shows itself in connection with (a) the story of the murder which accompanied 
the building of the first city (Gn. 43-16); (b) the beginnings of the arts, all of 
which led to the further spread of sin (Gn. 420-24 uM); (c) the evident 
reproach joined to the beginning of the culture of the vine (Gn. 92()ff-); and 
(d) the beautiful represei;itation everywhere made of the charm and simplicity 
of the pastoral life. 

( 6) The Judaean narrative clearly presents the prophetic idea 
of the covenant relation entered into between Yahweh and the 
people of Israel, with the circumstances leading up to the making 
of the covenant, the basis on which it was to rest, and its formal 
ratification (Ex. 1920-25 241-9 341-28). We do not see the proof of 
the non-existence of this idea at this time in the assertion that 
the narratives (including that of E, cf. Ex. 20 and Dt. 5, and 
Ex. 2420-24

) are legendary and self-contradictory, that the early 
writing prophets make no use of the conception, and that, conse
quently, we are to understand the entire covenant idea to be the 
result of prophetic teaching,t rather than one of its fundamental 
positions from the very beginning. 

This question will come up again, but it is well at this point to observe 
with Giesebrecht (Die Geschichtlichkeit d. Sinaibundes): (a) that while 
references to the fact of a Sinaitic covenant outside of JE are few and 
doubtful (e.g. I K. 1910, 14, in which 11''1J is probably a later insertion, cf. 6; 
on Ho. 67 and 81 v, commentary in loc.) until Jeremiah's time, this is not con
clusive that such a covenant was unknown; since (a) Hosea in chap. 1-3 

* This work of transforming appears all the more clearly, if we understand with 
Paton (AJT. VIII., Oct. r904) that the real basis of these patriarchal stories is 
found in traditions concerning the relation and movements of the early tribes. 

t We. lsr. u. jud. Gesch. 12 f.; Sm. Rel,2 n7; Schwally, Semitischc Kriegsal
tertumer, I. 2; Schmidt, art. "Covenant," EB.: contra Giesebrecht, Geschichtlich
leeit d. Sinaibundes (r900); and K. DB. V. 630 ff. 
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plainly presents the fact of a covenant, although no name is used; ([3) the pri
mary meaning of rn,~ (cf. Val. ZA W. XII. I ff., 224ff., XIII. 245 ff.; Kratz
schmar, Die Bunde;vorstellung im A. T.; K. DB. V. 630; contra Schmidt, 
EB. 928 ff.) is covenant, agreement, the only way of putting a law into force 
being tbat of mutual agreement ; ( 'Y) the lack of more frequent reference to 
the existence of the covenant is explained in part on the ground that no writ
ings from the older prophets have come down to us ; in part, because few 
particular occasions called for such mention, and, besides, after the expiration 
of so long a period it was unnecessary to make allusion to the initial act, 
especially when, as history shows, every great change in the national situation 
was accompanied by a new pledge of Yahweh's loyalty and love. Further
more, (b) the leaders, in their continuous effort to use the cultus as an example 
of the demands growing out of the covenant-relation, and at the same time to 
adapt the instruction to the changing needs of the people, emphasized the 
new relations, rather than the old covenant made by Moses. And if it is 
asked why should such emphasis have been placed on it in the days of Jere
miah, the answer is close at hand : Israel's religion is preeminently an 
historical religion; the time had come when the covenant was to be broken; 
this fact necessarily brings the old covenant into great prominence. Concern
ing the relation of Amos and Hosea to this covenant-idea v.i. 

(7) The prophetic element is seen still more strongly in the 
controlling place occupied in the narrative by the characteristic 
prophetic conception of sin and deliverance.* This factor seems 
to underlie everything else, beginning, as it does, with the story 
of the origin of sin in Eden and the forecast of its struggle with 
humanity (p. lxxv), and continuing with each forward step in the 
progress of civilization, until because of its terrible growth the race 
itself (except a single family) must perish. Starting again in the 
new world, it reappears in the account of Noah's vine-culture and 
in the scattering of the nations; while the stories of the patriarchs, 
one after another, i11ustrate, for the most part, their deliverance 
by God's grace from evil situations consequent upon sin; and the 
national stories seem to be chronicles only of sin and deliverance 
from sin,-in other words, of disgraceful acts of rebellion and 
backsliding, and rescue from enemies who, because of such sin 
on Israel's part, had temporarily become Israel's masters. 

5. The message of the Judaean narrative was a rich and varied 
one, lifting the minds of the Israelites (of pre-Amos times) to the 
contemplation of: -

"' Contra, Tennant in The Fall and Original Sin (1903). 
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(1) Yahweh, as a God who had controlled the affairs of human
ity, since he first brought humanity into existence; a God also 
who is celebrated for mercifulness and long-suffering, and for 
faithfulness (cf. Gn. 68 82lf. 1823 ft'. 3212 etc.); a God, not only 
all-powerfu~ but ever-present with his people (Gn. 2630 2815 3i 
Nu. 149•). 

(2) The origin of sin, and with it of human suffering; the power 
of temptation and the terrible results which follow its victory over 
man; the awful picture of the growth of evil in civilization ; and, 
likewise, the possibility of deliverance from evil and distress through 
the kindness and love of Yahweh. 

(3) Great characters, who, while not without fault, "on the 
whole maintained a lofty standard of faith, constancy, and upright
ness of life, both among the heathen in whose land they dwelt, 
aHd also amid examples of worldly self-indulgence, duplicity, and 
jealousy, afforded sometimes by members of their own family" 
(Driver, op. cit.). This life is intended to bring about the establish
ment of a holy people in the world (Gn. 1818 r'). 

(4) A future mission in the world (perhaps not yet to the world), 
where Israel is to be conspicuous by reason of the special privileges 
accorded. These blessings will take the form of material pros
perity (cf. the spiritual gifts so great as to attract the envy of all 
nations, suggested later in Gn. 2218 264 [R.J). 

6. The place of the Judaean narrative in prophecy and its rela
tion to the later prophets may receive only a brief statement. 
(1) The ideas of Yahweh as just and hating sin, as merciful, 
and as faithful, are the very ideas afterward emphasized, respec
tively by Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah; the representation of him as 
all-powerful, and ever-present with bis people, precedes Amos's 
representation in chaps. 1, 2, and that of Isaiah's Immanuel. 
(2) The conception of sin, and the statement of its evil effects, 
contain the very substance of all subsequent prophetic utterance. 
(3) The germ of the Messianic hope, here appearing, in later years 
is to occupy a large place in religious thought. (4) The concep
tion of Israel's mission in the world ultimately develops into the 
doctrine of the servant of Yahweh. 

Besides this, the more specific allusions to J which are found 
in Amos and Hosea may be noted, e.g.: Am. J2, cf. Gn. 1819

; 
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Ho. 411. io 91, cf. Nu. I 12fl; Am. 411 Ho. 118, cf. Gn. 182:i-1927 ; and 
the relation of the two conflicting estimates of Jacob in Ho. 
chap. 12 to J's attitude toward the patriarch. 

§ 9• THE EPHRAIMITE NARRATIVE (E). 

This narrative of Israel's early history took form as early as 
800 B.c., and, with the Judaean narrative already discussed, fur
nishes us a remarkable picture of the life and thought of the 
period. 

r. Certain preliminary points concerning E require brief consideration: 
(I) The evidence of E's Northern origin is found* in its interest in the 
sanctuaries of Northern Israel ; its assignment of the leadership in the Joseph 
story to Reuben (cf. J's assignment of it to Judah); its giving of a conspicu
ous place to Joseph in Dt. 33, the account of his covenant with the tribes 
at Shechem, and the interment of his bones at Shechem; the mention of the 
tombs of many prominent persons, especially those located in the North; 
some points of contact with Aramaic in its language ; the prophetic spirit 
which breathes through it and is characteristic of the North, the home of 
prophecy.t 

(2) The date of E is Soo B.C. to 750 B.C. :t The general historicaf situ• 
ation of the writers seems to be the same as in the case of J, namely, the 
period of the monarchy. But the general theological standpoint of E is 
unanimously conceded to be more advanced than that of J; e.g. the concep
tion of the deity is less anthropomorphic ( cf. especially, Ex. 3H); the idea 
of progress in revelation appears ; the whole representation of the method 

• V. Carpenter and Battersby, Hex. I. n6 f.; Dr. LOT. 122; Holzinger, Einl. 
212 ff. 

t The oldest form of J has been assigned to the North by some scholars, e.g. 
Schra. in De Wette's Eint.B 321; Reuss, Ge1clt. d. lteit. Scltriflen d. A. T., § 213; 
Kue. Hex.'248 ff.; but this view does not commend itself. 

:t That E was prior to J was the prevailing opinion until the appearance of We.'s 
Gesch. lsr. (I. 370 ff.) in which the opposite view was adopted, which is now gen
erally accepted. For the old view, v. Di. Num.-Dt.-Jos. 620 ff., 630 ff.; Kit. Hist. 
I. 76 ff. Kue. (Hex. 248-52) dates El about 750 and Ell about 650 B.C.; so Co. 
Einl. 51. Sta. ( G VI. I. 58 f.) places E about 750 B.C., and maintains the possibility 
of additions to it after 722 B.C. (p. 582, note 1). Holzinger (Einl. 225 f.) puts E1 in 
the latter half of the eighth century and Ell early in the seventh century. Carpenter 
and Battersby assign El to the first half of the eighth century, and "affirm that E, 
like J, contains elements of various date, some of which may have beeu contributed 
to it after it had been adopted into the record of history and law preserved in 
Judah"; similarly Steuemagel, Deuteronomium, etc., 282 f. Wildeboer puts El 
about 750 B.C. and ES somewhere before 621. 

I 
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of the divine activity in the world is in the realm of the supernatural and 
superrational; the transcendent God makes known his will to men in 
dreams and visions and through angels, not by direct, personal speech as in 
J. Furthermore, in the case of stories common to J and E, not infrequently, 
the earlier form of the tradition is evidently that in J ; t g. in Gn. 2()26-33 (J) 
and 21 22-81 (E), according to E the covenant is binding upon posterity, the 
oath becomes one of exculpation, and seven lambs are introduced in an 
attempt to explain the origin of the name Eeer-sheba (cf. also Gn. 30H-16 [JJ 
with 3oJ.7 f. [E], and 30U [J] with 3<>23 [E]). For a terminus ad qutm 722 ll.C, 
is the lowest possible date, since nowhere in E is there any allusion to the 
overthrow of the state, which a Northern writer must have mentioned had he 
been through that experience. The same may safely be said of the events of 
734 B.C. The whole character of E's narrative reflects a period of prosperity 
such as the reign of Jeroboam II.; the tone is one of confidence and hope, 
with no consciousness of recent disasters nor premonitions of approaching 
misfortunes, The points of contact between Hosea and E (v.i.) also seem to 
point to the priority of the latter, and so confirm the assignment of E to the 
date Soo-750 B.c. 

(3) In comparing the scope of E with that of J, we observe 
(a) that in E the relation of Israel's tradition to the outside world 
i.; altogether ignored, the barest allusion (e.g. Gn. 2013 Jos. 242) 

being made to the Mesopotamian antecedents of Abraham's 
family; but (b) the history of the family, and later of the nation, 
proceeds on lines quite parallel to those of J. The more inter
esting variations are (c) the story of the intended sacrifice of Isaac 
(Gn. 22), the fuller statement of Jacob's intercourse with Laban, 
the special attention given to the Joseph-episode, the very inde
pendent account of Moses and his times, as well as of the cere
mony at Horeb where the" ten words" are proclaimed and the 
covenant instituted, after which (Ex. 24&-8) follow the reception 
of the tables of stone in the mountain and the apostasy of the 
golden calf. Out of this came the establishment of the tent of 
meeting (Ex. 331- 11),* in connection with which certain events of 
important prophetic significance occur (the prophetic inspiration 
of the seventy elders, Nu. 11z11>-00, the vindication of Moses' pe
culiar prophetic office, 121-13). Thence the narrative passes on to 
the conquest and the distribution of the land and Joshua's final 

* E's description of the tent of meeting has been omitted to make place for the 
more elaborate account of P. 
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leave-taking at Shechem (Jos. 24). The narrative unquestionably 
continues through Judges and Samuel,* thus reaching down at least 
into the early history of the monarchy, perhaps even to the Elisha 
stories in 2 Kings.t 

(4) The purpose of this narrative is evidently to magnify the 
office of the leaders, and these leaders are prophets, e.g. Abraham 
(Gn. 201), Isaac (Gn. 27391

), Jacob (4820 r·), Joseph (5026
), and 

Moses (Nu. 12
1
-
10

), to all of whom visions are granted of the future 
prosperity of the nation. Israel's government is a theocracy, in 
which the prophets speak for God. When Israel has obeyed the 
theocratic representatives, she has always been the recipient of 
divine favor, which signified peace and plenty. When Israel dis
obeyed, the divine anger was visited upon her in the form of 
disaster. It is not the secular rulers upon whom her success 
depends, but the theocratic guides. This teaching, which the nar
rative throughout was intended to convey, is admirably summed 
up in Joshua's farewell address (chap. 24). 

2. The prophetic element in E, as has been said, is most 
conspicuous ; t and the narrative, for this reason, is of especial 
interest to us. We may recall the representation of Abraham as a 
prophet (Gn. 207), the ascription to Joseph of the spirit of Elohim 
(Gn. 4188), the unique place in pre-prophetism assigned to Moses 
(Nu. 1 2 1-14 ; cf. Dt. 3410-12), the treatment of Miriam as a prophetess 
(Ex. 15ro), the recognition of the non-Israelitish Balaam as a 
prophet (Nu. 23.;...u), the prophetic inspiration and authority 
accorded to the seventy elders (Nu. II 16 

f. 
20-ro), the characteriza

tion of Joshua as the minister of Moses and the servant of Yahweh, 
the forecasts of Israel's greatness made in the visions ascribed 

• GFM.fudgu, XXV. ff,; Bu. RicJiler (Kurzer Hand-Comm. z. A.T.), XII.-XV, 
and Samuel (SBOT.), 

t It is important to separate E1, so far as possible, from EI, for it is only the 
latter that preceded Hosea. Concerning the limits of ~. however, there is as yet 
little agreement, the exceedingly fragmentary character of E as a whole rendering 
it peculiarly difficult to determin" definitely the different strata within the docu
ment. The more important passages assigned to E2 are : Gn. 34 351--1 Ex. 32L336 

Nu. 11H. l8f.2i r,...ao 122-ll 2132-35, and, by some, the Decalogue of Ex. 20 (but v.s.), 
Cf. Kue. Ho:. :151 f.; Co. Einl. 48 ff.; Wildeboer, Utteratur d. A. T. 140; Car
penter and Battersby, He:r. I. n9 f. 

! V. Holzinger, Einl. :iog-n; Carpenter and Battersby, He:r. I. 113. 
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lo dying patriarchs (Gn. 2il9t. 463 482()), the hero-stories which 
were pictures intended to serve as the ideals of the times in 
which the narratives were written, and, in fact, as anticipations or 
predictions of Israel's future glory, and the general representation 
of theocratic guidance and control which is always present. In 
all this the prophetic element is pronounced. Furthermore, the 
emphasis of E upon ethical matters and everything pertaining 
to the impartial administration of justice is in keeping with its 
prophetic character; cf. the large amount of legislation concern
ing the rights of individuals and their mutual responsibilities incor
porated in E, and especially the ethical character of E's decalogue 
(p. lxi ff.) as compared with that of J, and the evident effort to 
remove from the old traditions everything detrimental to the repu
tation of the prophetic heroes. This ethical interest is in the 
direct line of the development of thought which culminates in 
Amos and the writing prophets. E possesses also a larger interest 
in priestly matters than J, but this is wholly subordinate in com
parison with his prophetic tendency. 

3. The message of E • is after all quite distinct from that of J, 
although it contains very much, indeed, that is the same:-

( 1) The teaching concerning God is characterized by (a) a 
recognition of three different stages of growth through which the 
conception has passed, viz. that of Israel's early ancestors, poly
theism (Jos. 242

), that of Abraham and Jacob, cf. the reformation 
instituted by the latter after seeing Elohim's angels at Bethel 
(Gn. 352-4), and that connected with the revelation of Yahweh 
(Ex. s15

) ; (b) the important place assigned to representatives 
(viz. prophetic spokesmen or angelic messengers Ex. 1419

), as 
agents of the deity in his intercourse with the people, and to 
dreams as a method of communication, and the consequent absence 
of the crude, though picturesque, anthropomorphisms found in 
J; (c) the treatment of important events as the result, not of 
human effort in a natural way, but of the direct action of the deity 
(Ex. 17s.11 Jos. 6l!()), and in this same connection, the employment 
by the deity of men to accomplish his plans in spite of their igno
rance or hostility (Gn. 5029 4568) ; (d) the use in connection with 

• V. especially Holzinger, Einl. 201-12, 
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the deity of certain peculiar forms and phrases, e.g. the plural of 
the verbal form (Gn. 2013 31M 357 Ex. 229 Jos. 2419), the phrase 
"fear of Isaac" (Gn. 3142- 63

), the reference to the sacred stone 
(Gn. 2822), the pillar at the door of the tent speaking (Ex. 339), 

the stone of witness (Jos. 24 27), the "trying " of the people by 
the deity (Gn. 221). 

· The whole idea of God is more theological and abstract ( cf. the 
new interpretation given the word m:i-, viz. :,•:,it .,WK :i-:iit) than is 
the case in J. E's God is an exalted personality far removed from 
his people, and working almost entirely in the realm of the super
natural. He is a God of transcendent power and majesty and of 
unchanging purpose. 

(2) Other characteristic elements in E's message, already mentioned, may 
be briefly summarized as follows: (a) A keener ethical sense than J's, as 
seen particularly in the evident desire to shield the reputation of the patriarchs 
by relieving them of the responsibility for certain transactions (e.g. Abraham 
expels Hagar only when commanded so to do (Gn. 2112), Jacob in his shrewd 
dealing with Laban is acting under the direct guidance of God (Gn. 3124· 2u2). 

{ b) A very definite recognition of the patriarchal cultus, with its tent of meet
ing (Ex. 3J7-11), placed under the charge of Joshua, rather than of Aaron and 
bis sons (Nu. u 16-30), together with altars and pillars (Gn. 2818. 22 Ex. 244), 

but no priests. (c) An utter lack of interest in the outside world, or in the 
connection of Israel's history with the outside world. 

(3) E's message, briefly stated, was this: Israel's God is a being 
ofwonderful majesty and exalted personality, with unlimited power. 
His purpose concerning the nation is unchanging. He is not close 
at hand to communicate with you in person, but makes known 
to you his will through definite agents, prophets, and messen
gers ; there is no occasion to be ignorant of his wishes, which 
have been declared so clearly by these agents raised up to repre
sent him. History has shown conclusively that when the voice of 
these agents has been heeded, the nation has had peace and pros
perity; but when there has been rebellion against their injunc
tions, there have come ruin and disaster. In every important 
crisis of national history, Israel's God has shown his interest by 
direct action on Israel's behalf; but he has never hesitated to send 
punishment when Israel deserved the same. Israel may learn how 
Yahweh would have the nation act, if attention is given to the lives 
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of the old patriarchal ancestors and to the great events of early 
national history. These experiences of honor and glory will again 
be enjoyed, if only Israel will give heed to the lessons of the past, 
improve the standards of conduct, and worship Yahweh as did 
their ancestors. 

4. The relation of E to other prophets is quite clear. It is 
more advanced and higher than J. In many points it is on a level 
with Amos and Hosea. It is like Hosea, rather than J and Amos, 
in showing little or no interest in the larger world-view. It is 
interesting to note that the broader conception is confined to the 
two documents of Judaean origin. E sees no such danger in the 
cult as is evidenced by Amos and Hosea. E's thought of sin is 
that of J. While E's ethical standards ( cf. p. lxxxiii) are higher 
than those of J, they do not reach the level on which those of 
Amos and Hosea rest. 

In E we have the close of the pre-prophetic movement, for with 
Amos, as all agree, real prophecy has begun. We may now ask, 
what was the basis and character of this movement, taken as a 
whole? 

.B. THE BASIS AND CHARACTER OF THE PRE-PROPHETIC 
MOVEMENT. 

§ IO. THE RELATION OF PRE·PROPHETISM TO MOSAISM. 

The question of the connection ofpre-prophetism with Mosaism is 
as interesting as it is difficult. Such connection is taken for granted 
in J and E (likewise in D).* But does this assumption stand the 
historical test ?t The answer to this question bears most directly 

• Both J and E narrate the circumstances of Moses' work with great minuteness, 
and on all the main points there is a fair agreement. They unite in ascribing to 
him (I} leadership in the deliverance from Egypt and in the journey to Canaan; 
(2) the position as the representative of Yahweh to Israel; (3) the place as mediato-r 
in the making of a covenant between Yahweh and Israel; (4} the honor of founding 
Israel's legislation. 

t Che. (EB. art." Moses"} makes the name Moses that of a clan; Wkl. (CJ.II. 
86-95) makes the entire Moses story a transformation of an original Tammuz myth; 
but the historicity of the narratives, in a greater or less degree, is maintained by Sta. 
G VJ. I. 130; We. Pro/. 429-40; Sm. Rel.2 15 ff.; Kit. Hist. I. 227-39; WRS, 
OT JC. 2 303 ff. ; Giesebrecht, Gesckichtl. d. Sinai6undes; Bennett, art, "Moses," 
DB.; H. P. Smith, 0, T. Hist. 56 If,; and many other-. 
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upon the estimate which we shall finally place upon the work of 
Amos; for, in the fewest words, the case may thus be stated : Did 
the ethical idea which formed the essence of prophetic teaching 
have its origin in Amos? or is there clear trace of its existence 
before the days of Amos? Is it seen in the transforming work of 
J and E in their stories dealing with world-history and nation
history (v.s.)? Is evidence of its presence to be seen farther back, 
in the legal formulations found incorporated in J and E (v.s.)? Is 
it seen still earlier, in the motives and methods of Elijah, Elisha, 
and the nebhi'im, whose work began in the days of the seer 
Samuel? And is the germ of it all to be discovered in Mosaism? 

lf we are to reach a safe conclusion concerning Moses and his 
relation to the subsequent history of Israel and Israel's religion, 
more, perhaps, is to be stated in the form of negation than in the 
form of affirmation. This is true, partly because so much that is 
unfounded has been affirmed, partly also because it is practically 
impossible to draw a sharp line between Mosaism and the pre
prophetic religion, or to trace with perfect satisfaction the relations 
between the two. 

1. It may safely be said that the pre-prophetic religion, even if 
this includes Mosaism as its basis, has little to do with Egypt or 
Egyptism ; * while, on the other hand, its relation to the desert of 
Sinai ( or Horeb), and to the tribe of which Jethro was priest is 
very close. This locality, according to all tradition, was the scene 
and source not only of Moses' education, but also of the call from 
the deity, as well as of the work of Jethro, who became the guide 
(religious and secular) of Moses (and likewise his father-in-law);t 
and this, also, was the place, according to all tradition, in which 
Israel later entered into covenant with Yahweh ( v.s. ). 

2. We must relinquish the conception (old and widely accepted 
as it may be) that Mosaism and the developments from it are 
identical, t an idea which has been the occasion of much error 

• This is granted by those who hold to the Egyptian bondage, e.g. Sm. Rtl.S 37; 
Marti, Rei. 55 f.; Schultz, Tktol. I. IZJ ff.; Kue. Rei. I. 275 ff.; and follows as a 
matter of course upon the adoption of the Mu~ri hypothesis. 

t For explanations of the two names Jethro and Hobab, see the commentaries 
in /oc., and the articles" Hobab" and "Jethro" in DB., EB., and PRE.• 

t Bennett (DB. I II. 446) rightly recognizes the necessity and the difficulty of 
making this distil}ctio!l, 
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and confusion; but we may regard it as established that Moses 
represents historically (a) the deliverance of Israel from Egypt,• 
(b) the union of several clans into one community (perhaps not 
yet a nation), t and ( c) a new conception of deity expressed in, 
or in connection with, the word "Yahweh." t 

3. We are no longer to argue, a priori, that the Moses of tradi
tion must have been just what the tradition represented him as 
being, for, on this basis, we cannot explain "the ethical impulse 
and tendency, which, at any rate from the time of the prophet 
Amos (and Amos, be it remembered, presupposes that this impulse 
is no novelty), is conspicuous in the history of the Israelitish reli
gion" (Cheyne); but we are entirely justified in believing that 
Moses was the founder of a religion, and "brought to his people a 
new creative idea (viz. the worship of Yahweh as a national God}, 
which moulded their national life" (Stade, G VI. I. 130; cf. Akad. 
Redm., 105ff.).§ 

4. We may safely deny the ascription to Moses of literary work 
of any kind, even the songs with which his name is connected 
(e.g. Ex. 151

-18 Dt. 321
-1,; 3J2-29), or the "judgments and precepts" 

of CC(§ 7), and the decalogues of E (Ex. 20), and of J (Ex. 34); II 
but, without much question, we may hold him responsible for the 
institution of the tent of meeting as the dwelling-place of the deity, 
together with the ark, and the beginning of a priesthood, and this 

• Ew. Hist. U. 75; We. Pro!. 429 ff.; Sm. Rel.2 15 ff.; Kit. Hist. I. 227 f. 
t See especially Eerdmans, ThT. XXXVII. 19 ff.; Bu. Rei. 35 ff. 
:t Bu. Rei. 35 f.; K. DB. V. 624 ff. 
§ Cf. We. (Pro!.), "Moses was not the first discoverer of this faith (viz. that 

Yahweh is the God of Israel, and Israel the people of Yahweh), but it was through 
him that it came to be the fundamental basis of the national existence and history''; 
W.RS. ( 0 T JC.2 305), "He founded in Israel the great principles of the moral reli
gion 9f the right~ous Yahweh.'' Co. (Hist. of t!u People o.f Isr.) says of Moses' 
work at Sinai, "It is one of the most remarkable moments i:l the history of man
kind, the birth hour of the religion of the spirit. In the thunderstorms of Sinai the 
God of revelation himself comes down upon the earth; here we have the dawn 
of the day which was to break upon the whole human race, and among the 
greatest mortals who ever walked this earth Moses will always remain one of the 
greatest." 

II Moses was preeminently a man of affairs; the strenuous nature of his activities 
as leader and organizer of the tribes of Israel left no opportunity for literary purs 
t;uits. His work was "rather practical than didactic, the influence of an inspired 
life rather than the inculcation of abstract dogmas" (Bennett, DB. III. 446). 
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is the germ of much of the institutional element that follows 
in later years. 

5. We may find greater or less difficulty in discovering the basis 
of an ethical development in Mosaism, either (a) in the essentially 
ethical character of the claim upon Israel, which grew out of the 
great act of mercy performed by Yahweh at the crossing of the 
Red Sea, Israel's religion taking on gradually thereafter a moral 
character, because she is constantly impelled to pay due regard to 
the claim;* or (b) in the new conception of God, viz. that he 
controls nature and history, involving the truth that Yahweh was 
not the God of a country but of a people, the relation of a deity 
to a people being more spiritual than that of a deity to a country ; t 
or (c) in the mutual loyalty of the tribes to one another and their 
common loyalty to one God, in contrast with the individual heno
theism of Moab, Ammon, etc. 

It is probable, on the other hand, that a more reasonable hy
pothesis will be found in the view t that this development has its 
roots in the fact that Israel's relation to Yahweh was not that of 
blood-kindred, as in the case of nature religions, nor that simply 
of long observance which had become something inevitable ; but, 
rather, a relation entered into by choice, one which, unlike that 
of a nature religion, could be broken, but also one which Israel 
was led to preserve, because Yahweh had wrought great works in 
her behalf. Budde's summary (p. 38) expresses this thought 
most exactly : " Israel's religion became ethical because it was 
a religion of choice and not of nature, because it rested on a 
voluntary decision, which established an ethical relation between 
the people and its God for all time." 

6. We may acknowledge quite freely the insufficiency and 
uncertainty of the materials at our command, and, as well, the 
difficulty of giving proper credit to the various agents and move
ments concerned with the development of the great ethical ideas 
concerning righteousness, which had before been unknown; but, 
at the same time, we cannot fail to recognize that certain facts 

• Che. EB. 3214. t Bennett, DB. III. 446. 
! So Tiele, Manuel de l'histoirc des rel(,:ions ( 1880), 84, and Histoire compare, 

des ancienn,s religions (r882), chap. IX.; Sta. GVI. I. 130 ff.; Bu. Rei. 1-38; 
Barton, Sketch of Semitic Origins, 275 ff. 
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have been established which fit into hypotheses more or less satis• 
factory, the fundamental factor in which is the close logical and 
historical connection between pre-prophetism and Mosaism. In
deed, it may be asserted that Mosaism is as fundamental to pre• 
prophetism as is pre•prophetism to prophetism itself. 

§ I I. THE ESSENTIAL THOUGHT OF PRE-PROPHETISM. 

Is it possible now to think of this movement in its unity, and, 
in spite of the many difficulties which exist, to separate and dis• 
tinguish its thought from that which precedes and follows it? In 
making the effort to draw historical lines, we may observe : ( 1) That 
the case before us is, in some sense, a definite one, since we are 
concerned with Israel's religious thought during the period in 
which Yahwism is in contact with Baalism as a rival religion. 
This contact began when Israel entered Canaan; it ended in the 
century in which J ehu, under the influence of the nebhi'im, up• 
rooted it.* We might go farther and say that we are dealing 
with Yahwism itself; for, pure Yahwism, at the end of this period, 
passes into prophetism, which, still later, becomes Judaism. 
(2) Consequently, our question is a threefold one: What was 
Yahwism at the time of the entrance into Canaan? With what 
did Yahwism have to contend in the centuries from noo to 
800 B.c.? What had Yahwism become at the close of the con• 
test? Two or three subsidiary questions will arise, viz.: How 
was it that, in the end, Yahwism became supreme? Is the differ
ence between the Yahwism of 1100 B.c. and that of 800 B.c. the sum 
contributed by the nebhi'im? or did Yahwism draw from Baalism 
itself much that was of vital significance? And further, were the 
institutions of Baalism made use of by Yahwism in securing this 
position of superiority? 

1. It is natural to consider first the idea of God. 
(1) When Yahwism, whatever may have been its origin,t came 

• The effects of Baalism continue down to Hosea and later; some of them are, 
indeed, incorporated in Yahwism (v.i.). 

t Whether, e.g. (1) in an original direct revelation (so most old interpreters); 
(2) in the old Arabian tribal religion (Schultz, et al.); (3) in the religion of the 
Kenites (Stade. Bu.dde, et al.) ; or (4) in the esoteric monotheism of the Egyptian 
priesthood, 
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into Canaan, it was, so far as the conception of God was concerned, 
simple and primitive, very crude and naive, monotonous and severe. 

This appears in (a) the conception of Yahweh as the god of the mountain 
(Sinai), a conception which continued in one form or another until late in 
Israel's history (Dt. 332 f. I K. 198 Ps. 688 Hb. 33). (b) The more widely 
prevailing conception of Yahweh as the god of war, an idea which found 
strong justification in the issue of the contest with Egypt ( cf. also, the war
song with which camp was broken, Nu. 1086), as well as that with the 
Canaanites (cf. the fear of the Philistines, IS. 47 t-, on account of Yabweh's 
presence in the ark). This is seen also in the allusion to Israel's armies as 
Yahweh's armies (1 S. 1726 2528), and in the very name, Yahweh Sabaoth 
(cf. 2 S. 510).* (c) The conception of him also as the God of the deurt 
(i.e. of the nomad), and especially in connection with storms, e.g. at the giving 
of the law (Ex. 19), in the battle of Deborah (Ju. 546), in the storm exhibited 
to Elijah at Horeb ( I K. 1911 ff-), and in later times, v.s. It is here that the 
nomadic temperament of pre-prophetism (v.s.) finds its basis.t (d) The 
conception of the ark, a materialistic symbol of Yahweb's presence, which 
plays a great r8le in this early period, t actually representing Yahweh, and 
not merely containing some image or symbolic stone. The history of its 
presence or absence in Israel's armies, its transportation hither and thither 
until at last it is deposited in the Temple (I K. guff-), is full of significance 
in showing the crude and crass conceptions of deity entertained, not only by 
the people, but also by the leaders. 

(e) The use of images, involving family and clan conceptions of deity, 
distinct from that of Yahweh.§ Some of these images, unquestionably, were 
employed to represent Yahweh, e.g. the'~?., originally of wood or stone, and 
probably of human form (Ju. 173 f,), II likewise, the i\o~(p. 221), perhaps origi
nally the garment used to clothe the image, and later, the image itself, and used 
in obtaining oracles. But the teraphim ( p. 222), used very frequently of Yahweh, 
are also images of ancestors, of the tribal or family gods, as in the case of 
Rachel (Gn. 3119. 34 r. cf. 30,32), and of the king of Babylon (Ez. 21 26).,r It is 
understood that all of these usages existed in the earliest times of the pre
prophetic period. 

• Cf. especially Schwally, Sem. Kriegsaltertumer, I. 4 ff. 
t Cf. Bu. Rei. 27, who adds, also, the representation of the burning bush, the pillar 

or fire and smoke, the lightning as Yahweb's "fire" or" arrow," the thunder as his 
n voice.'' the rainbow as his II bow." 

t K. DB. V. 628; cf. his foot-note for a careful survey of recent literature. 
f K. DB. V. 64I f. 
II Not referred to in Ex. 3417, and probably not in Ex. 204-6, 

'If So Schwally, Das Leben nach d. Tode; Matthes, Th T., 1900, pp. 'Yl ff., 193 ff.; 
190I, pp. 320 ff.; but cf. K. DB. V. 614 f., 642, who wrongly denies the eidstence of 
even survivals of ancestor-worship in Israel, 
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( 2) What, now, did Israel find in Canaan that required to be 
either assimilated or destroyed? To what extent, and through what 
means, in the course of the struggle was Yahwism itself modified? 

(a) The distribution of the clans among the Canaanites in
volved a serious risk, for they now acted more or less independently 
of each other, and much that had been gained by their union was 
lost. With Canaanites on every side of them, they were com
pelled to give a certain recognition to the gods of the people, who 
were, likewise, the gods of the land; and especially was this true in 
view of the fact that they were unable to drive out the Canaanites, 
but lived with them side by side (Ju. rb 18ur'). How could they 
do other than express gratitude to the Baalim, i.e. the gods of the 
land, for the fruits which they gave? 

(b) The new life, moreover, was an agricultural rather than a 
nomadic life, and demanded many modifications. The Israelites 
were the pupils of the Canaanites in all "the finer arts of field and 
vine culture," and the association needed for this could not fail '° 
exert a great influence on Israel's life and thought.* 

(c) The nation for the first time came into touch with real 
civilization, and civilization was for them identical with Baalism. 
This explains why the nebhi'im tended toward an isolated life, and 
seem in most cases to have opposed all progress toward civilization. 
The emblems of civilization, corn and oil, silver and gold, Israel 
believed, came from the Baalim (Ho. 2 8). 

(d) The nature of Baalism itselft was something peculiarly 
attractive to people of a sensuous type. The great emphasis 
placed on reproduction and everything connected with it, whether 
in the realm of vegetable or animal or human life, gave it a per
vasive influence, for all life in the narrower, if not in the broader, 
sense was involved. The strength of the ideas thus included is 
evident from the hold they took upon many nations of ancient 
times. There was a stimulus in all this, a warmth which, although 
greatly abused, produced also some good results. 

(3) What actually occurred in the process of this long struggle 
was as follows: (a) Yahweh's residence is changed; he gradually 

• Gu. GVI. 155 ff.; Sta. Akad. Reden, 109 ff., n6ff.; K. DB. V. 645. 
t Cf. A. S. Peake, art. "Baal," DB; WRS. Sem,2 93-u3; WRS, and GFM,. 

art." Baal," EB.; Movers, Die Phonizier, I. 672-90. 
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takes up his dwelling in the new territory. This means that the 
Baalim whom men worshipped at many different points, under vari
ous names, Baal-Peor, Baal-Hermon, etc. (cf. also Baal-Berith, 
Baal-Zebub), were displaced by Yahweh, who was worshipped at 
all the sacred places and bore different names according to the 
place (e.g. c',,1.1 ',K, the eternal God, Gn. 2133 ; ',K·n•~ ':iK, the God 
of Bethel, 3113 357 ; ci',1t1 ", Yahweh Shalom, Ju. 624

, etc.). All 
this change has taken place before the times of J and E, for, as 
Kautzsch points out (DB. V. 646), the patriarchal narratives do 
not know of any Baal-worship in the land. Yahweh has taken 
Baal's place, but in so doing the Yahweh ritual has absorbed so 
much of Baalism as to become, practically, a Baal ritual. (b) The 
idea grows that Yahweh" is enthroned as God in heaven." This 
means much, for it implies that he is superior to all other gods. 
It is from heaven that he performs all those acts which indicate 
his power over the elements (e.g. rain, dew, fire, Gn. 1924) and 
over the fruits of the soil. He is called the God of heaven (Gn. 
247). Messengers must now be employed to represent him, and 
these angels call from heaven (2117 2211), and, indeed, go up and 
down on ladders which unite heaven and earth (2812), the "house 
of God " being identical with the " gate of heaven." (c) His 
nature as the God of the desert is changed ; he is no longer hos
tile to civilization. Yahwism could never have become without 
change the religion of a civilized people, still less of humanity. 
"He takes under his protection every new advance in civilization."• 
(d) His nature as destroyer (war-god) is changed, for he is no 
longer the deity of desolation and silence. He is in continual 
touch with man's activity, and everything is subordinated to secure 
his influence and blessing. The idea of beneficence and love has 
come. Warmth and color now exist, where all before was cold and 
stern. (e) Baalism, acting as a '' decomposing reagent," brings 
unity, solidarity, in so far as like conditions exist, and thereby all 
cult and family images must disappear. Hence arises the oppo
sition to image-worship which forms so large an element in 
prophetism beginning with Hosea. (f) Attempts are made to 
spiritualize the old physical conception of Yahweh. Among these 

• Cf, on this general subject, Bu. Rei, 72 tr. 
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are to be counted (a) the expression, "angel of Yahweh" (J), 
which was at first used when Yahweh was represented as comin$ 
into contact with man (Gn. 167 !f. cf. 11

); in other words, a method 
of Yahweh's manifestation;* (/3) the face of Yahweh Q), i.e. the 
person (Ex. 33ro-~, but not the full being,t and (y) the name of 
Yahweh (Ex. 2024 2J21), in which "name" is a "personified power, 
placed side by side with the proper person of Yahweh." t The 
use of these phrases § is an attempt to substitute something 
more spiritual for the thought of the human form, and marks 
great progress in the conception of God. 

(4) The agencies which bring about this change are in part: 
(a) Those of the old Yahwism, the strength of which continues to 
be felt in spite of the additions that have been taken on; (b) those 
also of Baalism, among the chief of which was prophetism, adopted 
and adapted by Israel (v.s.); but (c) the immediate occasion of 
the acute attack which enabled Yahwism to throw off the gradu
ally increasing burden that had almost proved its ruin, was the 
attempt to force upon Israel a new form of this same Baalism, 
that of Tyre. The situation was now essentially different from 
that which existed in the early days of the conquest; for at 
this time Yahweh had actually taken possession of the land, and 
the question was : Shall a foreign god, the deity of Tyre, who has 
already shown great power, come in and overpower the god of 
the land, who is now Yahweh? II On the nature of this struggle 
in detail, v.z". The old Baalism had become so intimate a part of 
Yahwism that at this time it is lost sight of in the new Baalism 
which threatens Israel. This distinction makes clear what at first 
seems contradictory, viz. the idea that Baalism was actually uprooted 
by Jehu, and the idea, which also existed, that Baalism was still a 
corrupting element in Israel's religion. 

(5) At the close of the struggle, Yahwism is victorious; 1 the 
conception of God which has now developed being as follows : 

• K. DB. V. 638 f.; Kosters, Th T., 1875, pp. 30 ff. t Cf. comm. in loc. 
f Giesebrecht, Die alttest. Scliiitzung des Gottemamens u. ihre religionsgesc/iicJil. 

Jiclie Grund/age, 66; K. DB. V. 640 f.; F. J. Coffin, JBL. XIX. (1900), 166-x88. 
§ The phrase "glory of Yahweh" probably arose in this period, but there is no 

certain evidence of its existence until a slightly later date; cf. I S. 422 Ex. 3318 
(late J} Nu. 142~ UE}. II K. DB. V. 647. 'II Bu. Rei. 1o6. 
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(a) Yahweh is a god irresistible in nature and among nations, the 
idea of a merely national god having been outgrown. This is seen 
in the power attributed to Yahweh over other nations, e.g. Egypt, 
and Canaan, as well as in the extra-national existence involved in 
his residence at Sinai, and likewise in the later conception of a 
heavenly residence (v.s.). The narrower idea of Yahweh as the 
god of a land has never existed. He has been and is a national 
god, i.e. Israel's God; but he is also something more than this, a 
god who controls nations and nature in Israel's favor. It is not in 
this same sense that we may speak of Chemosh or Ashur. 

(b) He is, moreover, a god who is the moral ruler of his people; 
this has not gone so far as to affect individuals, being still limited 
to families and nations. The interests of the individual are indeed 
conceived of as under the protection of Yahweh, but they are 
wholly subordinate to those of the nation, being in themselves of 
too slight importance to merit the especial and continuous con
sideration of the deity, except in so far as they contribute to the 
national life and progress.* Yahweh's rule is characterized by jus
tice, and his power to judge extends to heaven and to Sheol. Here 
we must estimate the true character of judgment in ancient times, 
for, although it came from Yahweh, it signified, not a "moral inves
tigation and instruction," but "an oracular response obtained by 
means of a sacred lot" ( Ex. 2 2611". Jos. ?16 If. 38 if, 1 S. 14) . t This, as 
Budde says, is not moral, but intellectual knowledge. But this 
primitive judgment has nevertheless given place to the verdict 
against kings pronounced by Nathan and Elijah (v.s.). 

He is known for his personal interest and love, since he has 
shown himself to be, not only a helper and a friend, but, indeed, a 
father. t This signifies something very great, for he is no longer 
simply a natural or even national god, and therefore compelled to 
render such service. If deliverances have been wrought, they 
have come through his affection. There is a sense, likewise, in 
which he is a holy god, and disobedience of his regulations is sin. 
This is implied in the claim of Elijah, who treats allegiance to any 
other god as sin ; in representations of J and E, that disregard of 
Yahweh's will ( cf. especially the story of the origin and progress of 

• Cf. Sm, Rel.'1. Ioia ft t Bu. Rei. 33 f. ! Cf. Sm. R,t,2 96-roI, 
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sin given by J in Gn.3-11) is deserving of severe punishment and 
inevitably followed by judgment; in the decalogues, which present 
the ethical and the ritualistic demands of a god, himself holy, and 
therefore demanding an elevated character in those who serve him ; 
and in CC, the regulations of which are everywhere regarded as 
the expression of the divine will. 

(c) Yahweh alone is the God of Israel, and he only may be 
worshipped, - this was the truth for which Elijah had contended, 
and his contest had been won. The significance of this victory 
can scarcely be overestimated. The fact that Yahweh had made 
and enforced such a demand in itself challenged attention. It 
emphasized the fundamental and far-reaching difference between 
Yahweh and the nature gods of Canaan and the surrounding 
peoples.• This difference consisted chiefly in the essentially 
ethical and spiritual nature of Yahweh, which must of necessity 
find expression in demands upon his people for a worship arising 
from the heart and a life devoted to ideals of justice and purity. 

2. In what has already been said, there is much that refers to 
the conceptions concerning man's duty to God, as expressed in 
worship. We may add the following brief statement: -

(r) The priest, hardly known before the entrance into Canaan, 
has attained an important place. The story of the priest-work 
ofMicah (Ju. 17, 18),and that of Eli and his sons (1 S. 11-422),shed 
much light upon the early history of the priesthood. He was at 
first occupied with the care of the Ark (1 S. 4' 2 S. 152'.21l), and 
with carrying or consulting the ephod (for no positive evidence 
exists that the priests participated in sacrifice t). Out of this 
function grew later the giving of directions, i.e. MrJth, in matters 
relating to law or ritual. But with the erection of the Temple, the 
priests took on larger service and rose to a higher place in society 
and in governmental affairs. Strong societies were organized, at 
first in Jerusalem, and later in Northern Israel (cf. Dt. 3J8ff. [EJ, 
in which the priesthood is recognized as organized and as possess
ing high dignity and power). At the same time CC contains no 
reference to a priest ; the whole matter is custom, not law. 

(2) The high places taken over from Baalism are still employed 

• Cf, K11e. Rei. I. 36'] f. t I S. 212 ff. does not prove this. 
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without objection as the seats of popular worship. These repre
sent the ancient holy places, and have now become thoroughly 
identified with Yahweh-worship, as distinguished from Baal-wor
ship. The thought has not yet been suggested that worship shall 
be restricted to one place, Jerusalem. The impossibility of secur
ing a pure worship at these high places has not yet been realized. 

(3) Sacrifice is, after all, the chief feature of worship. It appears in the 
meal of communion ( I S. 1 4 Jr. 912 ff-); the offerer may kill the victim, the fat is 
reserved for Yahweh, and a portion is given to the priest ( l S. 2ia f.); the flesh 
may not be eaten with the blood (1 S. q32f-), All sacrifices are gifts to the 
deity; the offerings of Gideon (Ju. 618ff-) and Manoah (Ju. 1J19) represent 
the usage of the times.* 

(4) The passover, Israel's only festival in pre-Canaanitish times, has now 
grown into several, among which are (a) the Sabbath (Ex. 3421 2)12 Dt. 512), 

observed, however, with a humanitarian rather than a religious motive (v.s.); 
this same thing holds good also of (b) the seventh year, which is beginning 
to be observed. There are also (c) the new moon (1 S. 2o5ff. 24ff-), with 
festivities lasting for two days, and (d) the three festivals at which all males 
were to appear with gifts (Ex. 23Bft'. 3418 ff-); these were occasions of great 
joy and feasting, reaching even to excess, for sacred women at the high places 
prostituted themselves as a part of the religious ritual. Cf. Amos and Hosea 
passim.t 

(5) Custom has now in many cases been codified into law, for CC is clearly 
in existence (v.s.). These precedents are now recognized as having divine 
sanction ; and while their scope is not broad, the essential content includes 
reference to many of the more important of the religious institutions. 

(6) The use of images continues, and oracles are consulted in order to 
ascertain the divine will. This was the use made of Urim and Thummim, 
which, in some way not quite clear, represented the sacred lot. Cf. I S. 1441 

(6), and 143. 18. 36. t This usage, hardly consistent with a later and higher 
prophetism, was still a part of the system in vogue, and entirely consistent 
with that system. 

3. It is not easy to formulate, as the expression of this Canaan• 
itish-Israelitish age, the opinion which prevailed concerning the 
relation of man to his fellow-man, his obligations, or, in other 

• For further details v. Schultz," Significance of Sacrifice in 0. T.," AJT. IV. 
257-313; Now. Arch. II. 203 ff.; Dr., art." Offering," DB.: GFM., art," Sacrifice," 
EB.; and my Priestly Element in 0. T., 83-93. 

t On early Israelitish festivals, see my Priestly Element in 0. T., 94-'7; Benz~ 
art." Feasts," EB.: Now. Arch. II. 138 ff. 

! GFM., art. "Urim and Thummim," EB, 
g 
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words, the ethical standards which were in vogue. But certain 
things may be said, partly in the way of explanation, partly, also, 
in the way of interpretation : -

( 1) It is unfair to the age, and to the subject, to base one's con
clusions on the extreme cases of immorality. Such cases occur in 
our own day. The record of such cases (e.g. that of Judah and 
Tamar (Gn. 38), and that of David and Bathsheba (1 Sam. u, 12)) 
is evidence, not of their common occurrence, but of their heinous
ness in the sight of the prophet who makes the record. 

( 2) While we may still hesitate concerning the actual basis of 
this ethical movement in Israel's history, and its origin, it is com
paratively easy to point out, not only the elements in the remarkable 
growth which has taken place in this period, but also the occasion 
of the growth, viz. the advance in a true conception of Yahweh 
(pp. XC ff.). 

(3) The conception of higher ideals is still restricted to the 
community (i.e. the family or clan), and has not received appli
cation to the individual. 

(4) This higher conception has influenced the attitude of Israel 
neither toward outside nations, nor, indeed, toward the stranger 
inside Israel's gates. This is not to be regarded as strange in view 
of the definitely hostile relations which existed for the most part 
between every ancient nation and its neighboring nations. Inter
national comity and law must follow national law at a long distance. 

(5) Custom is still, in great measure, the standard of action, 
but this is more and more influenced by religious thought. And, 
as already suggested, custom has now been formulated into law. 
Crime is regarded as affecting Yahweh himself (2 S. 1214, following 
the reading of Lucian), and the enactments of CC, aside from 
its ritual content, take cognizance of the most common and 
important of the human relationships. 

( 6) The later decalogue, properly interpreted ( v.s.), marks 
the stage of advancement now reached. This is splendidly sup
ported and, indeed, developed in CC (pp. lxiv ff.). 

( 7) But, after all, the stories of the patriarchs give us the truest 
idea of the morals of the period.* They represent the highest ideals 
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of the teachers of Israel at the time they assumed literary form ( cf. 
pp. lxxi, lxxix f.). Abraham is the type of the truly pious Israelite, 
exhibiting the qualities of faith and obedience under the most try
ing circumstances ; while Jacob is the successful man of affairs, 
whose prosperity is due, not alone to his own shrewdness, but also to 
his faithful adherence to his God. The moral delinquencies of the 
patriarchs must be estimated in view of (a) the fact that in large 
part the questionable transactions are in relations with foreigners, 
toward whom ethical requirements did not hold to such a high 
degree (v.s.); (b) the effort of E to minimize the faults of the 
patriarchs ( v.s.), which shows an ethical advance toward the close 
of the pre-prophetic period; (c) the indirect condemnation some
times found within the stories themselves ( cf. Gn. 209 f. 2 69 r. 2 712). 

(8) The stories of the kings enforce similar truths upon the 
attention. The special position of the king as " the anointed of 
Yahweh" and the most powerful personage in the nation added 
emphasis to the use of his life-story for purposes of moral and 
religious instruction. If David and his successors could achieve 
success only in so far as they obeyed Yahweh and refrained 
from evil, how much less could the nation at large disregard 
Yahweh's will and prosper? The direct teaching of these stories 
is evident. 

4. Aside from the conceptions already considered, viz. those 
of God, of man in relation to God, and of man in relation to man, 
there are certain others with which the religious and ethical ideas 
are closely associated. These possess more of the speculative 
character and deal with the origins of things and the future.* 

( 1) Ideas concerning the ongin and nature of man had taken 
on quite definite form, e.g. (a) the body of man (Gn. 2 7) is of 
earth and at death returns to the earth (Gn. J19

) ; while the 
breath (v.i.) is re-absorbed in the great Spirit of the universe; this 
body or flesh is transitory in its nature ( cf. Is. 318) and always sub
ject to decay and qestruction; it is, moreover, the occasion of 
moral weakness; but it is never represented as in itself sinful (i.e. 
as equivalent to ucf.f)() and unclean. 

(b) The blood is the life only in the sense that it is the source, 

• Di. Tkeol. 355 ff.; the recent statement of Kautzsch (DB. V. 665 ff.) fur• 
nishes an admirable survey of this entire field. 
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or vehicle, or seat, of life; consequently it must not be eaten 
(1 S. 1432 ff.; cf. Dt. 122.1 Lv. 17u), for in so doing another life might 
be absorbed. The desire to bring about just such an identification 
of different lives was the basis of the earlier sacrificial meals, of 
which, however, no instance occurs in 0. T. literature. The sig
nificance of this conception of blood upon the later development 
of sacrifice is very evident. 

(c) The breath or spirit (1:r-ri) occupied a still larger place in the 
older thought. This breath represented life, and had its origin in 
the breath of Yahweh himself, which he breathed into the first man 
(Gn. 2 7). When this divine breath (the spirit of life) is called 
back by Yahweh to himself (i.e. re-absorbed), death ensues. Nor 
was this spirit restricted to human beings, for animal life (Gn. 2 17) 
had the same origin (Nu. 1 622 2 i 6 

; cf. Ps. 104 29 f. Jb. 341u.), although 
it was reckoned inferior, as is shown by the fact that man was 
treated more directly and individually in the act of creation, animals 
being animated, so to speak, as a species ; and further, although 
animals are represented as created for man's use, none of them is 
fit to be his "help." But now, this spirit, breathed into humanity 
once for all in the case of the first man ( = traducianism, rather 
than creationism), and including life of every kind, viz. thought, 
will, and action, is everywhere a manifestation of the divine spirit 
( cf. Acts 11i. * 

(2) The origin and purpose of the universe does not occupy a 
large place in Hebrew pre-prophetic thought, and yet certain defi
nite ideas are contained in J's statement in Gn. 2m. Perhaps 
something also is to be learned from what this passage does not con
tain (e.g. the lack of any mythical element). (a) This narrative, 
of which a portion (dealing with the creation of heaven and earth) 
doubtless has been lost, clearly points to Yahweh as the former of 
man and of man's home (but this is only what other religious 
cosmogonies have done, each in its own way, and does not contra
dict the position that the doctrine of Yahweh as Creator is exilic 
or post-exilic, i.e. subsequent to the acceptance of monotheism).t 

* Cf. Di. Theo!. 359 ff.; Da. 0. T. Th,ol. u7-29; Briggs, JBL. XIX. (1900), 
132 ff.; Shoemaker, JBL. XXIV. (1904), 13 ff., who finds no case of~-,.,= 6reath 
until exilic times (v. p. 24). , 

t Sta. ZAW. XXIU. 178; Gunkel, &hiipfungund Chaos, 159; K. DB, V, 669, 
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(b) The interest is centred in man, for whose benefit alone the 
animals are formed ; and when no suitable companion is found for 
him among them, woman is created by another and different pro
cess; while (c) the climax is found in the representation concern
ing marriage.* 

(3) The origin and nature of sin is pictured in the story of the 
fall, for no other interpretation than that of a / all t will satisfy 
the demands. Concerning all this, it was believed (a) that man, 
at one time, lived in close association and communion with the 
deity; but (b) pride led him to overstep certain bounds that had 
been set; (c) this act of disobedience was followed by trouble, 
misery, and suffering. t 

(4) The state after death is a subject concerning which neither 
pre-prophecy nor prophecy had much to say, partly because the 
saying of anything would give encouragement to the superstitious 
survivals of animism, and partly, also, because no adequate teach
ing had as yet been worked out. That the ideas which prevailed 
in early Israel concerning Sheol came from the Canaanites ( and 
perhaps farther back from Babylon) is probable; in any case, the 
popular belief was closely associated with necromancy, and conse
quently opposed to Yahwism. This belief (Gn. 3735 4288 44211. 81 

Nu. 1630• 33, for which we are indebted to J) included, at least, the 
following points: (a) Sheol is a space to which one goes down; 
(b) no one ever returns; yet (c) by the influence of necromancers 
a" form" may be brought up, as in the case of Samuel ( 1 S. 2811 If); 
while (d) only thick darkness prevails. (e) It is a place of assem
bly for the departed; but (/) there is no such thing as fellowship 
(Gn. 3785). (g) That which goes down is not the body (which 
decays in the grave), nor the spirit (which is absorbed by the 
spirit of God); but "an indefinable something of the personality" 
which (=shade, or manes) is invisible and does not live, but merely 

• On the question of Babylonian influence upon this and the other early stories 
of Genesis, cf. the recent voluminous literature on Babel and Bible. 

t Cf. the opinions that we have here: (1) an illustration of bow sin arises in 
the case of every individual (cf. Di. Tkeol. 371); (2) the story of how humanity 
passed from rudeness to culture, or from unconsciousness to freedom ( cf. Holzinger 
and Gunkel, in toe.); or (3) a culture-myth without moral content (Tennant). 

! On the relation of this to the Babylonian, and especially the Zend, cf. Sta. 
ZAW. XXIII, 172 ff.; Zimmern, KA T.8 527 f.; K. DB. V. 667, 
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exists. How far this popular belief was a survival of animism, and 
the extent to which it was really antagonized by Yahwism, cannot 
here be discussed.* 

5. The general character of the pre-prophetic movement may 
now be briefly summarized in view of its history up to this point, 
and, likewise, in view of the real prophetic activity which is to 
grow out of it and, at the same time, to follow close upon its heels: 

(I) This movement is not exclusively or essentially Israelitish, but 
is of Canaanitish origin, t although itself at a later time hostile to 
Canaanitism and directly responsible for its destruction; and in 
the long process of its growth it incorporates many Canaanitish 
ideas. 

( 2) The struggle between pre-prophetism and Baalism is between 
the later idea of a relation with the deity, based upon a pact or 
covenant, and the earlier idea of a relation based upon the natu
ral tie. In this case, the covenant idea lives and works several 
centuries with the nature idea, and, in the end, shakes it off, but 
only after absorbing all that was good in it. 

(3) The result of the movement, in so far as it concerns worship, 
is the endurance, if not the acceptance, of an elaborated cult, 
through which the religious sentiment has been enlarged and 
enriched, but in which Israel is soon to find that which will prove 
her ruin ( cf. Judah and the doctrine of the inviolable Jerusalem). 

(4) The influence of the movement on conduct has been to 
raise the standard in a marked degree, and to define more closely 
the relations of man to man, without, however, going outside of 
Israel, or developing anything higher than that which pertains to 
the tribe or family. 

( 5) The movement, in so far as it concerns the idea of God, 
is still henotheistic, not monotheistic. 

C. AMOS. 

§ 12, THE PERsONAL LIFE OF AMOS, 

The facts of the life of Amos present many points of peculiar 
interest. 1. His home was in Judah (cf. p. 3). 

• For the most important literature on this subject, see pp. 4of. 
t So Kue. Propn. S54 ff. i K, DB, V. 653; Gu. GVI, 71 i etal, 
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This may be accepted, notwithstanding (a) his seeming absorption in 
Northern Israel (cf. p. cxxi for the view that he always had Judah in mind as 
the home ofYahweh's religion in the future);* (b) the elevation of Tekoa, 
which is alleged to be too great for sycamore culture (p. 3); t (c) the lack 
of allusion to J udab in his writings; t ( d) the effort of Gratz§ to identify 
Tekoa with Eltekeh of Jos. 19°, making him a Danite; (e) the suggestion 
of Oort that he really lived in the North, and went to Judah only after his 
expulsion from Bethel (p. 3); (/) the desire of Che. II to transfer Tekoa to 
the Negeb, and transform many of the proper names in such a way as to place 
the entire activity of Amos in this region, which Che. supposes to have be
longed to Northern Israel. 

The location of Tekoa in the desert of Judah furnishes the possibility of 
just such a sense of natural grandeur ',r as we are compelled to believe must 
have been the privilege through many years of one who was later able to 
express himself as did Amos. Nor may we deny the very great importance 
of the not far distant Arab influences, including the stimulating effect of the 
caravan routes close at hand (cf. the Dedanites, Is. 21 18), although we may 
hesitate to see** an actual Arabic idiom in o:ro10 ,;iv 031 (410), or to regard 
Tekoa tt as a grea, Arab-Israelitish literary centre, the Book of Job likewise 
having been written here, or to believe that the inhabitants of this general 
region, under the lead of the Jerahmeelites, were the occasion of all ancient 
lsraelitish life and activity. U 

There is nothing in J7· 8 to show, as Cheyne thinks, that Amos 
must have left Tekoa before receiving his call. Here, almost 
within sight of Jerusalem, in or near a village fortified at one 
time by Rehoboam (2 Ch. 116), and celebrated for the visit paid 
to David (2 S. 142 11'') by one of its wise women, which looked out 
upon a desolate, dreary, and savage world, in fact "an unmitigated 
wilderness," in an environment abounding in emptiness and still
ness, was very naturally developed the being who was to possess, 
in fullest measure, the power of observation and reflection, the 
austere habits of the recluse, and the unpitying sharpness of the 
censor of his country's faults and vices.§§ No mention is made 
of a father, or of family. Did he have no family record ? 

• Meinhold, 63; cf. Marti, 150. 
t Tekoa is about 2'JOO feet above sea level, while sycamores are never found in 

Palestine at a greater height than 1000 feet; cf. I K. 1027 1 Ch. 272~; v. GAS. I. 77; 
Maspero, Dawn of Civilization, 26, 121; Post, DB. IV. 634 f.; M'Lean, EB. 4831 f. 

1 Cf. Marti, 146. ~ Gmi,. I. 403. II EB. 3888 f., and CB. II. 133 f. 
~ Che. EB. 148. ff With We., and Che. EB. 148. 
tt Stickel, /hob, 269--77. it Che, EB, a.nd CB./aJsim. §§GAS.I. 79-81. 
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2, But if this was the home of Amos, when and under what 
circumstances did he occupy it and do his work? We may not 
accept ( 1) the view recently suggested* that the book is subse
quent to the exile, later even than Joel; nor (2) its assignment to 
the date 744 or 745 B.c.,t on the ground that Assyria was inactive 
for twenty-five years previous to the accession of Tiglathpileser III. 
(745 B.c.); nor (3) the date indicated by Elhorst, viz. in the days 
of Josiah, 638-621. 

Students of Amos are all but unanimous in agreeing that Amos 
delivered these sermons between 765 and 750 B.c. (p. 5). :f: This 
view assumes the general accuracy of the statements made in 
chap. 71 and is in strict accord with the circumstances of this 
period as they are elsewhere found to exist. § 

(a) The freedom of the people from anxiety on account of Assyria, and 
the vagueness of Amos in referring to Assyria II (527 61<1) are both clear, 
when we note that during the reigns of Shalmaneser III. (783-773 B,c.), who 
was all the time engaged with the people of Urar~u (i.e. Ararat),andAsur-dan 
(772-755 B.c.), whose time was occupied principally in dealing with con
spiracy and revolt at home, ample opportunity was afforded for the growth of 
]srael,1 and the political situation was one which gave the people great 
confidence. 

* Edward Day and Walter H. Chapin, AJSL. XVIII. 66-<,3. This argument 
is based on (1) the presence of many insertions generally acknowledged to be from 
a later hand, but these in nearly every case plainly interrupt the thought and fail 
to harmonize with the main portion, and this difficulty is not relieved by making 
the main portion also late; (2) the presence in the genuine Amos portions of many 
words and phrases which are "late," and yet words are called "late" by these 
authors which are found in the Song of Deborah (Ju. 5), or the Blessing of Jacob 
(Gn. 49); (3) the general post-exilic tone of these supposedly original parts, but 
since this same post-exilic tone is said to characterize all of Isaiah as well as 
Hosea, the whole question is begged. The vagueness of the utterances of Amos, 
here used as evidence against the early date, is precisely the strongest possible 
evidence for that date. 

t Zeydner, ThSt., 1894,59; Valeton, Amos und Hosea, 10; concerning this,Che. 
(EB. 150) is correct in saying that to any one not blinded by a fanatical religious 
belief this inactivity must have appeared temporary; and, moreover, if written after 
the events of 745 B.c., the predictions of destruction would have been fuller and 
more specific. Cf. Now., p. 12r. 

! So e.g. We., GAS., Now., Dr., Marti, 
§ Dr. (p. 101), Che., Now., Marti. 
II The word "Assyria" is not mentioned unless we read with ~BAQ i1ivH instead 

of 1WH (39), 
,r Within this period Assyria troubled Syria as follows: In 775, they came to 
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( b) The religious situation is most intense. The keenest possible interest 
is taken in the cultus. The zeal of the worshippers attracts attention. The 
service is full and rich ( 44 b. 521-23 814 91). This is due, on the one hand, to the 
satisfaction with which the people regard the peace and prosperity they now 
enjoy since the wars with Syria have closed, and to the joy and gladness with 
which they hail the enlargement of the nation's territory; and on the other, 
to the anxiety aroused by earthquakes and pestilences (v.i.), the melancholy 
recollection of the treatment recently accorded them by the Syrians and Am• 
monites ( I 8. 18 46-11), as well as the fear that, unless worshipped in this gor
geous fashion, Yahweh will bring back the troubles through which they have 
recently passed. 

(c) The social situation is one in which the wealthy (and in these days of 
economic changes the number of the wealthy was large) are luxurious and 
given to debauchery (3U 511), cruel and oppressive (26 f- }1°), the women tak
ing their full share (41, cf. Is. 316). Ivory houses (}1,5) and continual feasting 
(64ff-) furnish one picture; robbery, adultery, and murder(Ho. 411.lSf. 71,H.), 
another; while the lack of brotherliness and the prevalence of injustice 
(57- 10.12 612 SH) give still a third. 

We cannot urge in favor of this date the interpretation of 618 suggested by 
We. and adopted by Che. (EB. 149), that the people are rejoicing because 
of the capture of two cities in Gilead, Lo-debar and Karnaim (p. 156); 'but, 
at the same time, we do not find evidence against this date in 1•, because in 
2 K. r69 the fulfilment is represented as literally taking place; Kir here is 
probably an interpolation,* while Kir of 15 was perhaps suggested by the tra
dition regarding Aram's origin (97), no stress being placed upon the locality 
of the captivity. t Nor is a correct interpretation of 62 (p. 144) opposed to 
this date. The conquest of Gath by Uzziah (2 Ch. 266; cf, 62 and the 
absence of any mention of Gath in 16-8), the overthrow of Moab by Jehosha
phat (2 K. 3; cf. use of lalllrt> rather than 7',o in Am. 23), as well as that of 
Aram (2 K. 1428), seem to be presupposed. 

Still further, notice may be taken of (d) the pestilences which prevailed in 
Assyria in 765 and 759 B,c., to which allusion, possibly, is made in 410, although 
it is there styled" after the manner of Egypt"; (e) the solar eclipse referred 
to in 89, assigned by the Assyrian eponym list to 763 B.C.; t (/) the earthquake 
(11); this was the earthquake spoken of much later in Zc. 144 (where the 
mention of it is possibly due to this superscription; cf. the statement of 

Erini (i.e. Mt. Amanus, near the Gulf of Antioch); in 773, to Damascus; in 772, 
to Hadrach; in 765, again to Hadrach; in 755, a third time to Hadrach; in 754, to 
Arpad; and not again till 745. Syria, thus, was engaged with Assyria. Israel was 
let alone, and in consequence Jeroboam II. and Uzziah were enabled to build up 
their kingdoms to a higher point than ever before. 

• So Benz,, Kit., Oort, Che. (EB. 150); Kir is lacking in l!lr. 
t Che. EB. 150. 
t Schra, COT. ll. 193; Sayce, TSBA. III. 149 i Marti, EB. 7<JO-
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Josephus, Ant. IX. 10, 4), and seemingly referred to in 411 as well as in 88 (not 
an interpolation, as We., Now., Elh., Che., maintain).* We cannot deny the 
occurrence of this earthquake, even though no other evidence for it is to be 
discovered. With the tradition thus substantiated, and with the recognition 
of the earthquake as a method of divine punishment found in 411 Is, 296, we 
may well accept the truth of the assertion, although, it is to be t:onceded, 
no help is gained from it for the more definite determination of Amos's date, 

3. In the case of no other prophet is the question of occupation 
more interesting, since with this there stands closely connected 
the problem of Amos's preparation for his life-work. Four items 
require to be considered : ( 1) The prophet's own statement ( 7u) 
that he was not a prophet by profession, nor a member of one of the 
pre-prophetic societies. This implies that he does not wish to be 
reckoned as one of the nebhi'im, " the ecstatic enthusiasts," the 
crowd of diviners, who in recent years had come to have a defi
nitely recognized professional position; and, besides that, since he 
is not one of them nominally, his work is characterized by a pur
pose and spirit different from theirs. What was this? I answer, 
that spirit of observation and recognition of general law, of 
philosophical insight and reasoning, which became the so-called 
wisdom-spirit when nationalism had passed away and the doctrine 
of individualism was beginning to assert itself. Amos, as it will be 
seen, is almost as much a sage as he is a prophet. He differs from 
the later sages in still being, like the nebhi'im, limited to a point of 
view which is largely national; but inside of his circle he exhibits 
the mood, the method, and the motive of the sage (v.i.). With 
this point in mind, it is easier to understand the other facts men
tioned in the same passage (i'). (2) The prophet's real occupa
tion was that of a "dresser of sycamores." This was a humble 
employment, and proves that Amos, like Micah, was one of the 
people. The evidence at hand does not clearly indicate whether 
he was really poor, or, perhaps, fairly well-to-do. Did he own a 
plantation of sycamores? t In any case he was independent 

* Nothing could be more fanciful than G. Hoffmann's suggestion (ZA W. III. 
x23, approved by Che. EB. r49; Marti), that the remark in 11 is an inference of the 
editor, based upon the understanding that, according to 7s, 6 ( cf. 78 SZ), Israel's 
punishment had been delayed twice, for a year each time, 

t So Che. EB, 1,48. 
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enough to leave home. Or was he a dresser of sycamores in 
Northern Israel? and did he give up that occupation when driven 
out by Amaziah? This bears upon the place of his home as well 
as the character of his occupation (v.t".). It is immaterial whether 
Amos was a dresser or tender of the tree (p. I 72 ), a collector 
and seller of the fruit,* or a pincher or scraper of the fruit, to 
insure a more rapid ripening.t We do not find in this occupa
tion anything inconsistent t with his Southern origin. 

(3) The further statement that be was a shepherd, and had been taken by 
Yahweh from following the flock (cf. Elijah's call of Elisha), is entirely con
sistent with the preceding, inasmuch as a shepherd might in those days, as at 
the present time, cultivate fruit trees (the sycamore, although the poorest, was 
the most easily grown), for the purpose of varying the monotony of his milk 
diet.§ Since the word ,pi ( 11) is not the ordinary word for shepherd (the word 
used in fl'll!I: of 714, "'If)~, being inconsistent with the following lHJ, and so 
easily corrupted from ,pi, is generally read ipi [I), there is some doubt as to the 
exact idea meant to be conveyed; but, upon the whole, we may understand 
(v.i. on 11) that Amos was a wool-grower, that is, something more than a mere 
shepherd. As such, he would naturally make journeys from time to time, and 
meet men coming and going from all parts of the world as it was known in 
his day.,-

(4) While the language of Amos is rich in figurative speech 
drawn from many sides of life, nothing is more apparent than the 
influence exerted on his utterance by the life and occupation 
which he followed. This is seen, for example, in 2 13 3H 12 4H 
511· 11· 18 612 7u 81 98• But the influence of his rustic life and 
humble occupation was not limited to the symbols and figures in 
which we find this thought expressed. The thought itself had 
birth in this same environment. The separation of the man from 
human companionship, and his consequent lack of human sym-

• G. E. Post, DB. IV. 634f. t GAS. 
t So Oort and Gratz, on the ground that sycamores could not be cultivated so 

far above the sea as Tekoa is located (2700 feet); but it is easy to suppose that 
Amos, a nomadic shepherd, might have had opportunity at a place lower down, but 
within the general district of Tekoa, this name being applied to the whole territory 
down to the pasture-land on the shore of the Dead Sea. 

§ GAS. I. 78. II Contra, GAS. I. 76. 
~ To such journeys "were probably due his opportunities of familiarity with 

Northern Israel, the originals of his vivid pictures of her town life, her commerce, 
and the worship at her great sanctuaries" (GAS. I. 79). 
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pathy, may account, at least in part, for the absence from his 
message ( v.i.), as from that of Elijah, of anything that savors of 
tenderness or love. It is in the solitude of shepherd life that 
one gains most certainly the ability to concentrate attention even 
on the smallest details. Moreover, here it is that one mbst easily 
is "trained in that simple power of appreciating facts and causes 
which, applied to the great phenomena of the spirit and of history," 
constitutes the highest form of intellectual life. 

4. The shepherd was taken by Yahweh from following the 
flocks, as Elisha was taken from following the oxen with the plough. 
But was there no call, definite and comprehensive, like those of 
Isaiah (chap. 6), Jeremiah (chap. 1), and Ezekiel (chap. 1)? 
And, in any case, where did this shepherd really obtain the 
intellectual preparation that justified the divine selection and is 
evidenced in his writings? 

( 1) We shall see that Amos is not an unlettered rustic, although 
many attempts, beginning with Jerome, have been made to prove 
him such. (a) There is nowhere to be found in the Old Tes
tament an example of stronger or purer literary style. He is 
absolute master of the language which he uses. Where did h~ 
gain this mastery? (b) His knowledge of history and society 
is as marked as his literary style. He has seen things with his 
own eyes ; his perception is as delicate as his human interest 
is broad. He knows of nations, but also, in each case, of the 
national character. He is an ethnologist, informing his auditors 
of the origin of nations, as well as an historian; a geographer, 
cognizant of the rise of the Nile, of the far distant Cush, and the 
equally distant Babylonia, as well as a sociologist. V. the Map of 
Amos and Hosea. (c) His conception of God and man and 
right ( v.i.) is something that is thought to be marvellous. He 
is not credited with the ability to work miracles, as were his 
predecessors; but is he so detached from his environment, so 
abnormal in his attainments, so irregular in every way as to consti
tute in himself a real miracle? * 

"We. (Pro!, 472) says, "Amos was the founder of the purest type of a new phase 
of prophecy." Co. (P,-oph. 46) says," Amos is one of the most marvellous and in
comprehensible figures in the history of the human mind, the pioneer of a process 
of evolution from which a new epoch of humanity dates," WRS. (Proph. uo) 
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(2) He maintains for himself (714) that he was not called to his work by 
the usual technical methods, viz. through the prophetic societies. We do not 
understand, as many do,* that this statement indicates on the part of Amos 
an utter contempt for the order of ntb!ti'im; because (a) elsewhere be speaks 
(211 37) of the nabhi' with great respect,t and in ,1° he is ordered to go as a 
prophet, (b) While he might feel as did Elijah and Elisha toward the great 
mass of the ntbhi'im, he was, after all, too much like Elijah and Micaiah ben 
Imlah in natural. disposition, training, and theological position to do other 
than respect them and others like them. (c) He himself uses the technique 
of pre-prophetism, which had long years been taking form (p. cviii). (d) He 
stood by no means alone, preceded as he was by J and E, having Hosea as 
bis contemporary, besides others whose names have not come down to us. 
Amos here t merely emphasizes the fact that prophetism or ecstasy has not 
been his profession, and that, consequently, he is not to be identified with 
those who for so many generations have shown hostility to the government ; 
and further, that he should not be understood as uttering words such as he 
has spoken for the sake of reward or remuneration. He was, after all, in the 
line of the prophets, spiritually, if not literally. 

(3) Reference has already been made to the superior discipline that gave 
him "desert-eyes," which, in a "desert-atmosphere," furnished the best 
possible training for an observer of human affairs, a student of cause and 
effect; likewise, to the unsurpassed opportunities afforded him in the prog
ress of travels, which were undertaken in connection with his occupation. 
(4) But, back of this, is the fact that in Eastern society superior culture is 
not uncommon in connection with the poverty of shepherd life. "At the 
courts of the Caliphs and their Emirs the rude Arabs of the desert were wont 
to appear without any feeling of awkwardness, and to surprise the courtiers 
by the finish of their impromptu verses, the fluent eloquence of their oratory, 
and the range of subjects on which they could speak with knowledge and dis
crimination. Among the Hebrews, as in the Arabian desert, knowledge and 
oratory were not affairs of professional education, or dependent for their culti
vation on wealth and social status. The sum of book-learning was small; 
men of all ranks mingled with that Oriental freedom which is so foreign to 
our habits ; shrewd observation, a memory retentive of traditional lore, and 
the faculty of original reflection took the place of laborious study as the 
ground of acknowledged intellectual preeminence." § 

calls Amos "the founder of a new type of prophecy." Marti says, "Amos is one 
of the most prominent landmarks in the history of religion." Che. (EB. 155) says, 
"The book of Amos forms a literary as well as a prophetic phenomenon." 

* So e.g. Now.; cf. Matthes, Modern Review, V, 421. 

t Riedel, SK. 1903, p. 163 f., following QliS and others (p. 171), uses the past 
tense, !was no prophet, etc., but, contrary to K. DB. V. 672, this does not make the 
case clearer. 

! So Marti. § WRS. Propk. 1:16. 
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(5) But are we quite certain that the more usual method oC vision 
was not employed in the case of Amos? It is worthy of notice that 
in Amos, as well as in the latest prophets, the vision plays an im
portant part. Is it not probable that the first visions, viz. those of 
the fire, locusts, and plummet, constituted, not only the beginning 
of Amos's work, but also, in large measure, his actual awakening 
and incitement to the task which he endeavored so faithfully to 
perform?* We cannot urge against this, that these initiatory 
visions are not recorded in the first chapter, for in Isaiah's case 
the call is found in chap. 6; and, further, we have no reason for 
expecting the sermons, in their written form, to be put in chrono
logical order (v.i.). 

(6) The antecedents of Amos's thought will be considered when 
we take up the substance of his message (v.i.); but we must, at 
this point, again touch upon the external facts connected with 
Amos's position in so far as they relate to the problem of his prep
aration; Amos must have had models. What were they? We 
may cite: (a) the prophets referred to by himself in 2 111·, and rep
resented as of high repute; (b) Elijah and Elisha (v.s.); (c) the 
Judaean narrative and the Ephraimite narrative, in which, although 
mainly narratives, are contained many disconnected fragments of 
prophetic utterance; (d) the personal acquaintance with prophets 
or prophetic experience implied in i; (e) the priestly literature 
which (Ho. 812

) had already taken written form, a striking prece
dent for the prophet, cf. the decalogues and Book of the Cove
nant ; (f) the prophetic formulas which, as employed by Amos, 
show long and technical usage, either written or handed down 
from mouth to mouth ; t (g) the great poetical pieces which had 
come down from times that would have seemed ancient even to 
Amos, e.g. Ju. 5 Gn. 49 Dt. 33. This material, which Amos must 
have known, furnished the background or basis from which a 
literary style as perfect even as that exhibited by him might have 
been developed. 

5. The character of Amos is quite plainly indicated in the facts 
already noted: (a) He was bold; but this boldness was that of 
indifference and reserve, rather than of passion. His courage had 

• So Meinhold, 39; H. P, Smith, 0, T. Hist, 2II, t Che, EB, 155 f. 
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its origin, not in enthusiasm, but in a certain kind of fatalism. 
(b) He was accurate in his observations and scientific in his habits 
of mind. He was able, not only to see the facts, but also to 
describe them as they actually were. It was this that made it 
possible for him to wn·te out his utterances. This element in his 
character contributed greatly to the new impulse given through 
him to prophecy. This was the sage element. He recognizes 
law. His sermons are the proclamation of divine law, not the 
oracles of a soothsayer. He was more of a realist than an idealist. 
He does not permit his fancy to picture the future. His utter
ance is a continuous, deadly monotone of ruin and destruction. 
(c) He was nomadic in his instincts; like Elijah, hostile to the 
softer influences of civilization ; without the ties which bind 
a man to country, and so without patriotism; without family 
bonds, so far as we can ascertain, and so without much human 
sympathy. To be sure, Northern Israel was to him a foreign 
country; but we can imagine that his disposition toward Judah 
would have been the same. (d) He was austere; but could such 
a message as he was sent to deliver be other than austere? Hosea 
announced the same doom in terms more terrible, but less severe. 
His conception of God was that of the Puritan; his temperament, 
stern and uncompromising. "Amos's nature was not a sensitive 
or emotional one ; it was not one in which the currents of feeling 
ran deep : it was one which was instinct simply with a severe sense 
of right."* He sat as judge, unmoved by the awful character of 
the doom he was obliged to pronounce. In him justice does not 
contend with love.t (t) In what sense was he spiritual? He 
was not a devout man like Isaiah, nor was he, like Hosea, emo
tional. His spirituality, which was intense, consisted in loyalty to 
truth and in antagonism to error, in recognizing the character of 
Yahweh as spiritual, and as wholly inconsistent with that character 
the round of ritualistic routine which, in his day, constituted 
worship. The preacher who said, "Seek me and live," was a 
preacher, not only of righteousness, but also of the truest 
spirituality. 

• Dr. III. t GA.::,: I. 87 f. 
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§ 13. THE MESSAGE OF AMOS. 

Amos's message is in some respects the most important of any 
conveyed by an Old Testament writer. Great interest centres in 
and about this message, because (a) it is the first of a series of 
writings which stand alone in the world-literatures; (b) it places 
a stress upon the ethical side of religion greater than had before 
existed; (c) it marks a new epoch in the history of Israel's 
relations with the nations of the world - the Assyrian period. 

1. The most general analysis of Amos's message discovers in it 
only two or three factors: (a) a profound conviction on certain 
subjects relating to God and human life ; (b) a knowledge of 
certain facts in national and international history; (c) a conclu
sion, which follows the putting together of the conviction and the 
knowledge of the situation.* 

The message of Amos must be obtained from words actually uttered or 
written by Amos himself. This involves the separation of insertions and 
additions coming from the pen of later prophets. Nearly one-fifth of the 
book which bears the name of Amos is thus to be set aside. It is to be con
ceded at once that the omission of these passages modifies very considerably 
the nature and content of the message, It is most important, however, in 
the interest of a true historical development of Israelitish thought, to restrict 
ourselves to those portions of the book the authenticity of which is incontro• 
vertible. The other portions have just as important a place to occupy in the 
later literature. 

2. The general circumstances under which the message of Amos 
was delivered have already been considered. It is necessary, 
however, to formulate more definitely the exact state of feeling 
and opinion against which the prophet felt compelled to array 
himself. We may call this the popular opinion; but it was more 
than this, for it represented, not only the mass of the people, 
but also the royal family and the court, the priests, and the 
vast majority of the prophets themselves.t What, precisely, 
was the consensus of thought to which the prophet made oppo-

"' This has been well presented by GAS. I. 89. 
t Just as pre-prophetism is not to be confounded with the true prophetism, so 

this latter must be kept distinct from what maybe called popularprophetism. This 
is sometimes wrongly called false prophetism. 
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sition ?• Or, in another form, What was the popular prophecy ( or 
theology) from which true prophecy now separates itself as never 
before? 

(1) The people held fast to the conception that Yahweh was 
one among other gods, invincible within the boundaries of his own 
land, and able to extend those boundaries against the power of 
other gods. He was no longer a deity whose residence lay outside 
of Canaan (i.e. at Sinai); for he had, with Israel, taken possession 
of the old sanctuaries in Canaan, and was now ( especially since 
the rooting out of Baalism) in very truth the deity of the land. To 
be sure, he had, in idealistic fashion, been transferred to a resi
dence in the heavens ; and this had influenced somewhat the 
popular mind. Yet what was essentially naturalism controlled 
the life and thought of the masses. 

( 2) This involved the thought of Yahweh as exclusively inter
ested in Israel, as satisfied, therefore, with a devotion which 
restricted itself to his worship. Service in the forms prescribed 
would secure the continued strength and existence of the nation. 
When" the day of Yahweh," thought to be not far distant, actually 
came, there would be relief from all difficulties, victory over all 
remaining foes. To think of Yahweh without Israel was absurd; 
for what could he do, how would he conduct himself, without his 
people? What would become of Yahweh if Israel were to perish? 
Whether this was on the basis of naturalism, t or on the ground of 
a voluntary act in the form of a covenant, i it was none the less 
nationalism, and was accepted by the great body of prophets who 
had risen above what may have been the earlier and still more 
common belief in naturalism. But naturalism was itself a form 
of nationalism; the latter, consequently, included the former. 
The people, led by nearly all the leaders, interpreted the present 
period of peace and prosperity, growing out of the victories gained 

• One might ask, Was Amos opposing an old order of things, or was he ad.-ocat
ing something new? The answer is, He did both, The new idea, or the old idea 
which he emphasized, was definitely opposed to the existing current opinion, The 
presentation of it by Amos made it, for practical purposes, a new idea, although he 
clearly represented it as something not unknown even to the people. 

t·So e.g. We. Prol.469; Sm. Rei. n6f., n9; Schwally, Sem. Kriegsaltertiimer, 
I. 2. 

:t So e.g. Giesebrecht, Die GeschicM/ickkeit d, Sinaibundes; K. DB. V. 631, 

h 



cxii INTRODUCTION 

in the Syrian wars, as definite indication of Yahweh's pleasure and 
satisfaction. What more could he ask? Did he not himself share 
in this prosperity? Everything, as they viewed it, was in right 
condition. 

(3) A corollary of nationalism (as well as of naturalism) was 
the belief that Yahweh was not only pleased to favor Israel, but 
also actually bound to protect their political interests, without 
reference to their moral conduct. He might show his anger 
for a time ; but sooner or later, without reference to right or 
wrong, he must identify himself with those who were thus bound 
to him by the closest bond, whether that of nature or of cove
nant. To him was accorded no option in the matter. In other 
words, he could not act toward Israel on the basis of ethical 
consideration. The henotheism was non-moral, i.e. natural. The 
Israel of these times "neglected entirely his (Yahweh's) ethical 
character." 

(4) A second corollary of nationalism was the feeling enter
tained concerning Yahweh's relation to other nations. It was his 
duty, in fact his highest function, to fight the battles of his people 
against their enemies ; and his strength, compared with that of 
other deities, was measured by the success or failure of such 
battles. But, aside from this, Yahweh had nothing to do with out
side nations, who, in each case, had their own gods. He is con
cerned with them only when they seek to injure Israel. For such 
injury he will use his best endeavor, in turn, to inflict injury upon 
them. He had thus shown his power against Egypt, in Canaan, 
and recently against Syria ; but his relationship to these nations 
ceased when peace was declared. In any dealings, therefore, 
with other nations, Yahweh acts directly and exclusively for Israel. 
Israel is wholly his ; he is wholly Israel's. 

(S) It was, still further, the conviction of the people that Yah
weh's favor was secured and his anger averted by following out, in 
its various forms, the ceremonial or cultus which prevailed at this 
period. The holding of festivals, the presentation of sacrifices, 
was something, on the one hand, indispensable to religion ; and, 
on the other, altogether satisfying to the deity. What did he 
desire? Gifts, pilgrimages, and praises ; since other things than 
these could hardly be expected. Yahweh demands these; nothing 
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more. The increasing costliness of these requirements promoted 
injustice and inhumanity.* 

(6) The corollary of the preceding is contained in the words 
just used, "nothing more." The people understood that moral 
delinquencies (in so far, indeed, as they recognized the existence 
of any such) were entirely overlooked by Yahweh; provided, of 
course, they performed faithfully the routine of sacrifice. That 
they were not entirely ignorant of moral duties is clear, not only 
because certain moral distinctions were already known to all the 
world, but also because a code, largely moral in its character, had re
cently been formulated (p. lxiv). But notwithstanding their actual 
knowledge of right and wrong, at least in certain particulars, they 
did not believe that morality was a necessary factor in religion. 
It was, in fact, unnecessary, if the routine of worship was strictly 
observed. This conception was fundamental in the early Semitic 
religions, t and signified that moral defects were, upon the whole, 
comparatively unimportant. Perhaps the decalogue was not so 
clearly a moral code as we now regard it, or, if such, had not 
yet been taken as authoritative (p. lx ff.). 

( 7) Assyria was, of course, in the thought of the people; but 
they did not fear her. Why should they? Had not Yahweh given 
sufficient exhibition of his strength to warrant their supreme con
fidence in his ability? Egypt and Syria were equally interested 
with Israel and Judah in standing out against Assyria's claims. 
And Assyria, surely, could not overpower four nations thus closely 
interested in each other's protection. Besides, Assyria was often 
seriously engaged with revolts in other sections of" her huge and 
disorganized empire." t In any case, Assyria did not uniformly 
sweep all before her. There was always a good chance of success
ful opposition. Were the prophets themselves so confident of 
Assyria's place and future success as to make unambiguous men
tion of her name in their predictions ? 

3. The convictions of Amos on the subjects mentioned above, 
whatever may have been their source, were radically different from 
those of the people at large. His training in the desert, his travels 

• Che. EB. 156. 
~ GAS. I. 103. It is too much to say that it had never been challenged, 
t Cf. GAS. I., chap. IV," The Influence of Assyria on Prophecy." 
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to other countries, his acquaintance with the ideals of former gener
ations, together with his appreciation of their ideals, his study of 
Israelitish life, - these, combined with the qu;i.lities of mind and 
heart bestowed upon him by an all-wise Providence, produced, 
under the direction of that same Providence, certain convictions 
which he was enabled to express in a form destined to influence 
most vitally the whole trend of religious thought. 

The thought of Amos is of two kinds: (I) Much is simply in direct antag• 
onism with the prevailing thought. Knowledge of the popular feeling on this 
or that subject means knowledge also of the position taken by Amos, since 
the latter is the very opposite of the former. This, however, may not be 
called negative, for there is always to be seen the larger, fuller teaching which 
underlies, (2) Much, on the other hand, may be described as strongly 
positive, i.e. as the statement or restatement of everlasting truth. Was this 
the first statement, or only a restatement? There were also some popular 
beliefs, afterwards condemned, concerning which he does not speak (v,i.). 

(1) The god of Amos was Yahweh of Hosts (5 18•1u 7 68 uu.) ;• 
this included the hosts of heaven as well as of earth, nature, and 
nations. One of his favorite expressions is "Lord Yahweh," t 
which occurs fifteen times. To Amos, then, Yahweh was al/
sovereign, omnipotent. 

(a) His power over nature is seen in his control of rain, mil
dew, locusts, and pestilence (4&-11), as well as in the melting or 
quaking of the earth, t and in the rising and falling of the Nile 
(88 9°) ; and in history it is manifested, not only in bringing Israel 
out of Egypt (97), but in bringing the Syrians from Kir, and the 
Philistines from Caphtor ( 15), and in the direction of the destiny 
which he assumes in the case of Philistia ( 16-8), Ammon ( 11:i.15), 

and Moab (21--1!); and further, it reaches even to heaven and Sheol, 
along with Carmel and the bottom of the sea (92

• 3), - all this, in 
addition to the management of Israel's own affairs, both spiritual 
and material. We may not forget, however, that the nations 
referred to in these statements are those near at hand (this power 
is not said to be universal) ; that to the gods of other nations 
their worshippers attributed the same powers ; that both J and E 

* On interpretation of the phrase, v. p. lxxxix. 
t Cf. Che. EB. I56 f. 
i Other passages quoted (e-¥, by Dr.) in illustration of this idea are late (v.i.), 
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had localized Yahweh in heaven before Amos spoke; that criticism 
has pronounced as late the passages of clearest import (v.i.) ; and 
finally, that in Amos, so far as we can discover, Yahweh has per
sonal intercourse only with Israel, and that, too, with Israel as a 
nation.* 

( b) This suggests the question whether we have here real 
monotheism.t If Amos anywhere denied the existence of all 
other gods, the case would be clear. But where is there such a 
denial? The intermediate step between the conception enter
tained by Israel and the later conception of monotheism was that 
of unlimited power. This in itself did not entirely shut out the 
idea that there were other gods. It is better, therefore, to under
stand that it is "a belief in the unqualified superiority of Yahweh 
so absolute as to be practically a belief in his omnipotence," t or 
in other words, ethical monotheism not strictly, but "to all intents 
and purposes." § 

(c) But what relation would these other gods sustain to Yahweh, 
now that he possessed this unlimited power? If Yahweh brought 
the Philistines from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir (as, indeed, 
he did bring Israel from Egypt), he must have acted in a way 
contrary to the will of the gods of those countries, for no god 
would willingly permit his people to be broken away from him. 
These and other like heathen gods are, therefore, inferior and 
subject to Yahweh. "They may for a time presumptuously 
imagine themselves to have independent power, but in reality 
they only carry out the will and commands of Yahweh" II (cf. 
Is. 105 fl'-). Yahweh, then, is a God who in earlier times defeated 
the gods of Egypt, Philistia, Canaan ; in more recent times, he 
has overthrown the Phoenician Baal and the Syrians. It is easy 
to see how the history of the past and the work of Elijah and 
Elisha helped Amos to this point of view. 

(d) What is to be said of the anthropomorphisms employed 
in Amos·, e.g. Yahweh as an armed warrior against Jeroboam's 
house ( 79) ; the change of purpose due to pity for his people 

• Duhm, Tluol. 121 f. 
t So Taylor, DB, I. 86; Dr. Io6 ff.; Da. O. T. Theo!. 65 ; Ko. Hauptprobleme, 

chap. VI. 
:t: Bu. Rei. 123. § Che. EB. 157. II Bu. Rei, 124-
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(73); the phrases" turn my hand" (18), "will not smell" (521), 

"eyes of the Lord Yahweh" (98"); the representation of Yahweh 
as taking an oath (42 68 " 87); and the appearance of Yahweh in 
the visions ( f u 81 91

) ? These are not evidences of crude re
ligious thought, but, like similar expressions in our own religious 
language,* arise from the difficulty which is inherent in any effort 
to represent the personality of deity. There is in this language 
no survival of the former nai:ve belief that Yahweh had the form 
of a human body. "A clear formula for the notion of bare 
spirituality such as we find in John 424 was beyond the reach 
of the Old Testament." t 

(e) But did Amos pass by the image-worship, so large a factor in his day, 
without remonstrance? We know that no objection was made to the use 
of images in early times ( even Ex. 3417, the older decalogue, objecting only 
to molten images of metal), t and testimony to their use is found in the 
ephod, the presence in connection with the ark (Nu. Io36°), and the tera
phim (v.i.). It is in the later decalogue that we have the first prohibition 
(v.s.). Hosea (84-6 106 I32) enters protest against image-worship. But does 
Amos? Not in 24 (their lies= their idols), for this is unquestionably late; 
nor in 814, since the text is wholly unsatisfactory (pp. 181, I84). § Elsewhere 
there is nothing to indicate his feeling on this point ; but we are by no means 
certain that he approved them. 

(/) It remains to notice Marti's interesting statement on the relation of 
Amos's monotheism to that of other nations. He says: "No one can fail 
to observe how, in this belief of Amos, monotheism is present in essence, even 
if not in name, and what an altogether different kind of monotheism it is 
from that to which the priests in Babylon and Egypt are said to have 
attained! There in Babylon and Egypt a monotheistic speculation, which 
possesses no force and is wholly indifferent toward the polytheism of the 
mass, whose gods this theory allegorizes and dissolves in a general con
ception ; here among the prophets in Israel a vigorous and vital faith in 
Yahweh, who suffers no gods alongside of himself, who watches jealously over 

* Cf. Duhm 's remark ( Theo/. 120 f.) to the effect that this does not indicate 
the nature religion, since nature religions do not anthropo-morphize; they rather 
pkysio-morphize, since the physical is the common ground upon which deity and 
humanity meet and become like each other. Our metaphysical abstractions con
cerning the nature of God and the relations of God and Christ, their personality, 
etc., are much nearer physiomorphism than Amos's anthropomorphism. 

t K. DB. V. 679. 
t K. DB. V. 6z;; contra Ko. ZKW., 1886, Heft 5, 6. 
§ Cf. also Che. EB. 157; WRS. Proph. 175 f.; contr11, Da. Bi~liHJI and l-iterar, 

ll,ssap, IllO f. (reprinted from Ex/., 1887). 
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his own exclusive worship, and directs the destinies of men as the only God. 
A relationship and dependence between the monotheism in Babylon and that 
in the Bible does not exist ; their radically different origin is the basis of the 
difference. In Egypt and Babylon monotheism is theory ; in Israel, strength 
and life ; there it is the product of a speculating abstraction, won through a 
fusion of the gods ; here the experience of a higher Being, the inner realiza• 
tion of his moral and spiritual might, grown from a moral and religious 
deepening, from an intimate union with a special God who, moreover, does 
not disappear and dissolve, but remains the living one, and proves himself 
the only living one. There the empty concept of monotheism ; here, indeed, 
though the word (viz., monotheism) is not yet coined, the fulness of power 
and life which must indwell this faith, where it is a true faith. How vividly, 
however, Yahweh was experienced as power by Amos is shown by 34-S, per
haps, notwithstanding its simplicity, the most magnificent portion of his 
prophecy : not merely is God an hypothesis of the intellect, but the per• 
ception of him is a result of the announcement of God himself." 

(2) Yahweh is never called "God of Israel" (v.i.) in Amos. 
He is, rather, the God of the world ; and yet he represents him 
(in common with all that precede) as sustaining a peculiar relation 
to Israel, and puts in his mouth the phrase, "my people" ( i111

). 

This relation is not indissoluble ; it is, on the contrary, plainly 
conditioned, and will surely be annulled if the conditions are not 
complied with. (a) Amos does not grapple with the question, 
why Israel, rather than some other nation, was selected by Yahweh 
for this special relationship. It is evident that a deity so powerful 
among the nations as was Yahweh could have taken any other 
nation, e.g. the Philistines, whom he actually did bring from Caph
tor, or the Syrians, who were removed from Kir. But (b) accept
ing this as a fact, he tells his contemporaries (32

) that on this very 
account (viz. that Yahweh knew Israel out of all the nations of the 
earth) he would judge them all the more strictly for the sins which 
they had committed. " Obligation is the complement of privilege ; 
punishment, of sin."• Moreover (c), his interest is not in the world 
for Israel's sake, but rather in Israel for the world's sake. Israel, 
after all, is no more to him than are the Cushites (97). (d) If 
Israel will only seek him, the future will be safe (41

~) ; but the 
prophet has given up all hope that Israel, devoted as she now is to 
the sweet religion of the crowd, will ever do what he suggests (v.i.). 

(3) The conception of Yahweh which Amos entertains is that 
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of a god of justice. This thought Elijah ( r K. 2 r18 fr-) had already 
expressed, but Amos goes farther and makes the idea the very 
centre of his conception of God.* He is all the better able to 
reach this high point, because he has also conceived of Yahweh as 
standing in close relation to all nations. Yahweh's power oeing 
universal, it is necessarily impartial and consequently ethical. On 
the other band, if Yahweh is ethical, he cannot be a national god, 
that is, show favor to Israel; he must be a world-god. Righteous
ness being a vital element in Yahweh's character, he not only will 
demand it in those who profess to be his followers, but also will 
enforce the demand. He cannot, however, have one standard for 
the nations and a lower standard for Israel. If, for any reason, 
Israel has enjoyed special privileges, the standard by which she 
shall be judged is to be placed all the higher. Two points, how
ever, require notice, both pointed out by Duhm,t viz. (a) Amos 
has no adequate conception of sin; to him the life of man and God 
should naturally express itself in good. This good is an objective 
matter, something regarded as present, while all departures from it 
arouse the anger of Yahweh. Everything is regarded concretely, 
and at the same time negatively (v.i.). (b) There is no glimmer 
of a purpose on the part of Yahweh in the working out of this 
idea of righteousness, and "the ethical, apart from the teleological, 
remains unfruitful." 

(4) Yahweh's relation to the outside nations follows closely 
upon the idea, already indicated, of Israel's relation to Yahweh. 
In fact, it precedes. To have unlimited power is to control the 
world. This includes Assyria, as well as the nations living in 
closer proximity to Israel. Egypt had already felt the power of 
Yahweh's hand. So had Canaan in days past, and Syria more re
cently. Does Yahweh's righteousness make demands of all these 
nations? Is it for lack of proper treatment of his nation Israel 

* Cf. Gn. 1826; but this lofty utterance can hardly have preceded Amos. We. 
(He:r. ZJ f.) treats 182:lb-33 • as a late addition to JE; Kue. assigns it to ]2 ; Di. argues 
for its retention in J (so Dr.); Co. declares it to be" theologically about a century 
later than J"; Bacon, Holzinger, and Gunkel also consider it a late expansion; 
while Carpenter and Battersby ( The He:rateuch, II. 26) say that it "seems to belong 
to the group of probable additions in which the universal grandeur and sole saver• 
eignty of Yahweh are again and again asserted in the most emphatic terms," •.,f 
&. SIO, 22 b 914-16. 29 b, t Tlieol. z:zo ff. 
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that he will punish them? or because of their idolatry? No; but 
in each case is cited, as the direct occasion of the doom, the viola
tion of some dictate of universal morality, some principle of 
the natural laws of humanity and mercy.* This is no narrow 
point of view. 

(5) It follows, still further, that Yahweh, in the opinion of 
Amos, cannot be affected even by the strictest observance of 
the ceremonial. In Yahweh's eyes, such observance is itself 
transgression (ll!tiEl, 44

). Israel's pilgrimages he hates ; he despises 
their feasts, their offerings he will not accept ; their songs of 
praise he will not hear (521

-
25

), But this is not all. He stands 
ready to destroy the nation's places of worship (J14 55 79), and 
to pursue to the bitter end those who worship at these places 
(914

). What does Amos (pp. 129-136) really mean? Does 
he, perhaps, say more than he means? We must guard against 
attributing to him what he never said. This is done by those 
(p. 136) who wrongly interpret 525 as suggesting that in the 
days of the wilderness no sacrifices were offered. t What is it, 
now, that Amos denounces? To have opposed sacrifice in itself 
would have meant opposition to the only method yet known 
to humanity of entering into communion with deity, in a word, 
the abolition of all tangible worship. If the Old Testament, 
even when its day was finished, had no true formulation for the 
conception of God as a spirit, how shall we look for practically 
this same thing in the days of Amos? It was, therefore, not sac
rifice in general that Amos opposed ; t nor was it the belief that 
sacrifice when duly performed can change the mind of Yahweh. 
It was, rather, the belief that had become fixed, "a strange delu
sion deeply rooted in Israel's heart," that the ritual of itseif does 
or can satisfy an ethical deity. Shall one observe the ritual? 
Yes ; but one may not stop there. 

(6) Yahweh, then, has something to demand besides worship, 

* WRS. Profh. r34. 
t A prophet who has nothing to say against the use of images will surely not go 

so far as to object altogether to sacrifice. Moreover, neither Amos nor any other 
Israelite, preceding the exile, could have dreamed of a period in Israel's history 
when no sacrifices were to be offered, This would actually have involved a purely 
vegetarian diet, 

:t Contra Ew., Hi., We., Mit., Dr., Now,, GAS. i Che. EB. 158 i Marti, ef al. 
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which has hitherto been understood to constitute the whole of 
religion. This grows out of Yahweh's ethical character, and is, in 
fact, an ethical demand ( 2s-s i 0 41 57· 10-iu4 6H· 12 SH'). It is a 
demand for justice, which, in its simplest and most natural form, 
includes honesty, integrity, purity, and humanity.* (a) This", it 
will be noted, is concrete, and includes the elementary duties of 
life, such as are recognized by all nations who have risen to the 
point of governmental organization.t (b) It is only this which 
Yahweh demands of other nations. (c) The demand does not 
necessarily depend upon a code of legislation; in other words, it 
is not legal justice. (d) It demands the utmost consideration of 
the poor and weak,-moral justice. (e) The prophet promises life 
and prosperity (54) to those who meet this demand, while all disas
ter is due to the wrath of Yahweh against those who fall short of 
this requirement (l)- i 

(7) This brings us to the prophet's position, touching the 
nation's future, including his conception of the "Day of Yahweh." 
Israel, in very truth, must suffer punishment; and the punishment, 
since everything else has been tried, will now be utter demolition. 
This is really the great thought of the message. Everything else 
is connected with this sentence. It is important (cf. Duhm), 
because no one had ever even dreamed of such a thing for the nation, 
and also because the overthrow contemplated was in no sense the 
plan of a party, nor had it anything of a political character. It is 
expressed many times and in many forms, always terrible and 
always irrevocable.§ It is the unmistakable expression of the 
condemnation of wicked Israel by the absolutely righteous Yahweh. 
The sentence of destruction, however, is not wholly unconditional. 
That Amos pointed out a way of escape, viz. repentance, open 
perhaps only to a few, is clear from 44

· 6 5 iH. ; that he should not 
have contemplated such a possibility of conversion is psychologi
cally unintelligible, since it would leave his entire prophetic activity 
without a sufficient raison d'etre. But whatever expectation he 
may have had at the opening of his ministry, it is practically cer
tain that in the progress of his ministry all hope deserted him as 
he saw the utter lack of response to his message. 

• Dr., p. 109. t Duhm, Theo/. II6. ! Cf. Dr., p. n2. 
~ Cf. K. DP, V. 691 f.; WRS. Propk. 129 ff.; Dr., pp. 108 IT. 
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We cannot prove that Amos saw in the future a brighter picture 
in case of repentance (9s-16 being surely of a later date); nor are 
we even reasonably certain that, being from Judah, he had it in his 
mind that Yahweh's true religion would be continued and devel
oped by Judah after the destruction of Israel. The motto ( 1 2

) 

would express this idea, if only it were from Amos's hand, but cf. 
pp. 9 f. On Amos's conception of the Day of Yahweh, v. pp. 
131 f. 

4. Did Amos and those who immediately followed him create 
Israelitish ethical monotheism ? Or can it be shown that, so far 
as essential content is concerned, Amos's teachings are rooted in 
the past? 

(r) The answer determines, not only the place of prophecy in 
the progress of the Old Testament development, but also the whole 
course of that development. If Amos had little or nothing before 
him in the way of antecedents, he is to be assigned the place ordi
narily given to Moses as the founder of the religion. No one, cer
tainly, in these days is disposed to minimize the high place which 
he has come to occupy, but we may fairly ask ourselves whether 
the emphasis has always been placed upon just the right point. 

It is now clear that the Old Testament history, like other histo
ries, was an evolution. Every period of great activity grew out ef 
something that preceded. Was the wonderful movement which 
found expression through Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah entirely excep
tional, in that it came forth without antecedents? So some would 
have us believe.* This, at all events, is the real position of those 
who use the phrase "creators of ethical monotheism." It has 
been observed that Amos himself makes no direct appeal to 
something earlier than his own work. For example, he does not 
openly refer to a preexisting code of laws as the basis of his 
system, any more than to miracles or institutions. :But does this 
prove that his ideas are not rooted in the past, and that his work 
and that of his times are not merely the fruitage of seed sown 
long before ? t 

(2) We cannot deny that the morality which forms the essence 

• Cf. We. Pro!. 472 ff.; Co. Propk, 4S f.; Sm, Rei, 184 ff.; GAS. I. 96, 
t Cf. GAS, I. !;1:Z. 
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of his thought is, when closely analyzed, fundamental; but it is also 
simple and of long standing. The demands made for justice, 
including honesty, humanity, etc., go back to the earliest days of 
history. He surely did not discover or invent them. These .are 
ideas that have appealed to men of all nations for all centuries. 
Are they not the basis on which rests the prophet's condemnation 
of the neighboring nations? Yet nothing more is asked of Israel 
than of them. But this is not all. Amos represents Israel as 
knowing these things, failing to do them, and, therefore, as de
serving of punishment. Neither Israel nor the other nations 
would have merited destruction for failing to observe conditions 
or commands of which they were totally ignorant. "To neither 
man nor people can the righteousness which Amos preached 
appear as a discovery, but always as a recollection and a re
morse." * Is this representation of Amos, then, an anachronism, 
or, perhaps, a piece of beautiful rhetoric, or, in plain words, a 
misrepresentation? But those who call it an anachronism give 
it the highest place of value. This does not seem consistent. 
Moreover, if we recall that Amos resided within sight of J erusa
lem and, being the kind of man he was, must, therefore, have 
been in intimate relationship with much of the spirit as well as of 
the material of the nation's past experiences, it is fair to suppose 
on a jm'ori grounds that Amos drew largely upon the accumula
tions of this already celebrated past. But we need not rest the 
case on an argument of this character. 

(3) Amos actually shows a knowledge of the past history of 
Israel, and expresses this knowledge in a manner which indicates 
a supposition of knowledge on the part of the people ; cf. his 
references to the exodus and the conquest ( 2 9 f. J1 525 97

), to the 
religious history of his people ( 2 11 r'), to the series of past chastise
ments inflicted by Yahweh (40-11), and his allusion to David (65).t 
Israel's ethics, in so far as they had yet developed, rested on the 
choice made of Yahweh, and the character of Yahweh (v.i.) as 
shown in history. Knowledge of history meant also acquaintance 
and familiarity, on the part of those who were at all intelligent, 
with this basis ( v.s.). 

•GAS.I. 98, t Cf. Dr., pp. II3 f. 
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Moreover, the terminology of prophecy employed by Amos is 
the product of generations of prophetic activity.* Cf. his fre
quent use of the established formulas :,,,,, i~N :,:::i ( 1 3· 6· 13 2 1· 6 311· 12 

5a . .,1s.u.21 711) and,-,,:,, CN) ( 211 io 45.6.Bb.0.10.11 6s.u gs 91), and of 
the strongly prophetic title ri1N::l:.t :,i,-,.; his employment of the 
vision as an impressive method of communicating Yahweh's mes
sage to Israel; and his recognition of the dirge as a most appro
priate vehicle for his message of doom (S 1 ff). 

(4) We may be still more specific and note that in 2s-11 reference 
is made to "consecrated personalities," for whom a keen appre
ciation was manifested. Who were they? Not only Elijah and 
Elisha, but also J and E ; and how many more of whom we now 
have no record ! These make up the great pre-prophetic move
ment which we have already tried briefly to describe (§§ I-II). 

(5) That Amos knew written documents, such as the decalogues 
and the Book of the Covenant, is certain. But this is not all; for 
(a) national songs had already come into existence, which prepared 
the way, technically as well as spiritually, for his work, - among 
them may reasonably be included Ju. 5,t Deborah's song; Ex. 
15 t (in its earliest form), the song of the Red Sea; Gn. 49, § the 
tribal blessing, as well as Dt. 32 (?) II and 33,; and besides these 
(b) there were ancient proverbs and folk-lore. Some of these 
were already incorporated in J and E, e.g. Gn. 2 623 2 727 b. 28• 211• Sil. 40 ; 

"'Cf. Kue. Rd. I. 207; Che. EB. 155. 
t G. F. Moore cans this "the oldest extant monument of Hebrew literature"; 

so practically all recent interpreters. 
t Carpenter and Battersby incline to a post-exilic date; so Holzinger; Baentsch 

declares it later than J and E, and perhaps later than JE. A genuine Mosaic 
kernel is discovered in it by Ew., De., Di., Strack, Dr. 

§ Ko., Wildeboer, and Dr. ( Genesis, 380), assign this to" the age of the Judges, 
or a little later"; Di., Carpenter and Battersby, and Gunkel place it in the Davidic 
period; Sta. ( C VI. I. 150) locates it in Ahab's reign; Holzinger decides upon some 
time during the Syrian wars prior to the age of Jeroboam II. 

II Placed about 780 B.c., by Knobel, Schra. (Einl. § 205h), Di., Oettli, et al.; 
assigned by Ew., Kamphausen, and Reuss, to the period just before 722 B,C,; by 
Dr., to the age of Jeremiah and Ezekiel; by Co., Steuernagel, Bertholet, and Car
penter and Battersby, to the end of the exile. 

"J Dr., Schra. (Einl. § 204), Di., place this in the reign of Jeroboam I.; Graf, 
Bleek, Kue. (Hex. § 13, note 16), Sta. ( C VI. I. 150 ft:), Co., Baudissin ( Prie,terthum, 
74 f., 266), Steuemagel, Wildeboer, Bertholet, and Carpenter and Battersby put it 
about 780 B.c. 



cxxiv INTRODUCTION 

some, likewise, have probably been preserved in the collections of 
Proverbs, although it is, of course, impossible at this date to dis
tinguish them ; some, indeed, Amos himself preserves, for not a 
little of the literary strength of his writings is due to his familiacity, 
not only with history and sociology, but as well with folk-lore and 
the speech and thought of the common people. 

§ r4. THE MINISTRY OF AMOS. 

With this summary of the work before us, we may consider the 
external form of Amos's work, his ministry. If his teaching 
forms an important part in the history of prophecy, his ministry 
should be expected to contribute largely to the h,istory of 
prophetism. If Amos himself is responsible for the book which 
bears his name ( either in the present form or in an earlier form 
of which the present is an edition enlarged and modified by 
a: later prophet), the literary work is a part of his ministry. This, 
however, deserves separate and special consideration (p. cxxx ff.). 
The historical background of the work, as well as the prophet's 
personal life and the preparation for his ministry, have been 
considered in§ u. 

1. It is unfair to Amos either to regard the story of the man 
of Judah ( I K. 13) as a distorted account of his ministry,• or 
to accept the suggestion that the story of his ministry, like the 
story of Jonah (in the book of Jonah), is a later invention or 
fiction. t When we recall (a) that no miracle or wonder-story 
is connected with his work, either directly or indirectly ; (b) that 
no ecstatic frenzy is in any way suggested; and (c) that, on the 
other hand, all connection with that kind of thing is strongly 
denied (7H), we may at once concede that one has entered upon 
his ministry who is a prophet in a new sense, at least in so far 
as the external work is concerned. He receives visions, to be 
sure ; but these are no ecstatic trances, for which music was 
needed, as in Elisha's case. They are rather like the visions 
of Isaiah and Jeremiah, manifestations of a lofty and sublime 

• So We. in Bleek's Einl.4 244; Klostermann, Samuel und Konige, 349; Che. 
EB. 148; Benz. Konlge, 91. 

t Cf. Day and Chapin, AJSL. XVIII. 66-93; Che. EB. 3864f.; Elh. 
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character, made not in dream, nor in trance, but through spiritual 
enlightenment ; dealing not with this battle or that promotion 
to the throne, but with the fundamental truth of God. However, 
we are surely able to see in these visions, not only the lineal 
successors of the trance, but also an indication, if we note their 
number and character, of the practical adoption by the new 
order of the machinery of the old. If, however, Amos follows 
closely the old style in receiving his message by vision (although 
of a more elevated character),* he exhibits a more striking dif
ference in the method of presentation. It is true that in many 
cases we still have what seem to be only brief oracles or texts, 
that is, fragmentary utterances. Even these differ from those 
of older prophets, "which offered a hard and fast decision of the 
moment for the moment"; t since in many cases they have now 
taken on the form of sermons, and in all cases they present teach
ing concerning Yahweh's nature and his purposes for Israel. On 
the public preaching of the prophet, as distinguished from the 
writing of his sermons, v.i. 

2. A most significant factor in the ministry of Amos is the 
writing down of his sermons. In this service he is, perhaps, the 
leader. t The adoption of the new method, viz. that of writing, 
was the outcome of certain factors in the situation, and itself the 
occasion of certain others. 

( 1) It is to be remembered that in this century Israel was, for 
the first time, enjoying the privileges of civilization. Many forces 
are set in motion in a nation when it rises into this stage of life, 
among others that of literature.§ There was not only an incentive 
to writing, but the opportunity for it, as provided in the long peace 
of Jeroboam's reign. [I Torah-literature had already taken form 
(Ho. 812) in the laws that had been codified. Prophetic literature 
also had come into existence in the form of the great epics of old 

• We cannot suppose that these visions were used only as a method of presenting 
the prophetic thought to the people. Here, as in Isaiah and Jeremiah, we have 
survivals of the old trance, as the state in which the prophet received the message. 
Cf. K. DB. V. 676. t Bu. Rd. r33. 

1 The only rival for the honor is the author of Is. IS and r6; but these chapters 
are probably later; so Schwally, ZAW. VIII. 2<Y7 f(; Duhm; Che. Introduction, 
etc., in loc.; Marti. For an early date v. WRS. Propk. 9r f., 392; Di., GAS.; and 
Dr. LOT. ins f. § Sta. G VI. I. 556; Kit, Hist. II. 3rs f. II GAS. I. 35. 
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Israel, which J and E had taken pains to put together. Amos, 
after all, is not showing much originality in taking up the pen, for 
he is only following those who have already shown him the way. 

(2) Then, too, certain changes had come about which l~d 
inevitably to this step. Israel's religion had passed upward to 
an entirely new position. It was no longer a matter of worship, 
i.e. ritual. It stood for certain new ideas, which could not be 
expressed in an institution, but must find for themselves a written 
record.* The prophetic utterance was no longer a temporary 
matter, uttered for a special time or set of circumstances; it had 
become something of eternal value, having to do with truth con
cerning vital subjects. Moreover, the prophet himself has taken 
on new functions and new responsibilities. He sees more clearly 
his position as it bears upon human affairs in general, and not 
merely the affairs of a single nation, nor of a certain time. 

(3) The earlier prophets were men who sought to exert "an 
instantaneous influence." It was their business to act, as did 
Elijah, rather than to speak. And, then, it was a matter of 
supreme moment that now the prophet is expected to give a 
message with which the people will be displeased. He will no 
longer be the leader of the masses. His work will be outwardly a 
failure. His very ill success in reaching the hearts of the people 
actually forces him to put his words in writing.t 

(4) In order that there may be secured permanent influence, 
the prophets' words must be read and studied. This, and this 
only, will bring a continuous development of Israel's religion, and 
a deepening of it in the hearts of the people. But to obtain this 
the prophet need not write out his words just as he had spoken 
them. He may give only the text of his address, or, possibly, a 
synopsis of it. The written form may omit much that had only 
local application. Nor did the writer himself always put his pro
phetic speeches into written form. This may have been left to a 
band of disciples such as history tells us Isaiah had (Is. 816), men 
who desired to see the words of the master justified as only time 
could justify them (cf. Dt. 1820-22 Je. 288 9). 

Amos was first among the prophets to appreciate all this. 

• Kue. Rei, I, 209. t WRS. 0'I'JO 295 f.; Bu. Rei, 131. 
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Although he probably expected the end of Israel to come within 
his own generation, he saw the advantage of giving his thought a 
definite place. He may also have had in mind the possibility of 
transmitting it thus through disciples. 

3. In his political activity, likewise, Amos exhibits variation 
from the older type of prophet. (1) The difference, however, is 
one, not in fact, but in method. He is as greatly interested in 
the national life as was Elijah or Elisha, but he makes no use of 
political influence. He himself is not an official of the govern
ment (as were Samuel and Elisha), just as he was not an official 
prophet. He sustained no special relation to the king, as did 
Nathan or Micaiah. He was only a private citizen. His interest 
in affairs was intense, but he established no organization to exe
cute his mission. He does only one thing, preach. 

(2) His political views (v.s.) concerning the nations near at 
hand he announces with consummate skill (p. 12), the method 
chosen being one which brings him into sympathetic touch with 
the Israelites themselves.• 

(3) But his political sagacity is displayed most keenly in his 
interpretation of Assyria's relation to the world of that day, includ
ing Israel, and the use made of this interpretation. His mind 
was not at first clear in reference to the fall of Samaria, but cer
tainly grows more definite with the progress of the visions. 

4. The chronological order of the various stages in the minis
try of Amos is uncertain, and its determination will rest upon our 
final decision as to the structure of the book itself (p. cxxx ff.). 
The following is suggested as a possible hypothesis : -

( r) In connection with his early shepherd life in Tekoa, he 
visits many points of interest at home and abroad; and in the 
course of these visits learns, as an outsider might learn, the methods 
and work of the nebhi'im (J7). t This was only a part of that 
information concerning the world at large which he obtained in 
these earlier years. 

• Such is the interpretation placed by many scholars upon the arrangement of 
the first two chapters, e.g. We. on Am. 2Uft".; Mit., Dr., Now., Marti. 

t Che. (EB. 157) says," Which (i.e. 37) Amos could hardly have written, unless 
he had had the most vivid and ocular evidence of the effects of a true prophetic 
impulse even before his own tum came to receive one.'' 

i 
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(2) A time came when in visions given him, like those which 
he had seen others have (v.s.), a definite call to preach was 
received.* This call grew out of the message contained in the 
vision of the plumb-line, viz., the irrevocable destruction of Israel. 
In the two visions which precede, although he saw the doom 
threatened, he believed it might be averted; but gradually he 
becomes convinced that Assyria is the source of the danger ( 614 

717
), and that ruin is inevitable unless something extraordinary 

shall avert the catastrophe. He goes to Northern Israel, amazed 
that every one does not, like himself, foresee the coming disaster.t 

(3) Having reached his destination, the work is opened by 
the proclamation, with diplomatic skill, of one oracle after 
another concerning Israel's neighbors. t These may have been 
uttered on successive days, but, in all probability, were spread 
over weeks and months. When the proper time has arrived, to 
Israel (26•16) itself is announced the dreadful future with the reasons 
therefor. In the course of his wanderings he arrives at Bethel. 
fhe climax is reached in the sermon of chap. 6, in which captivity 
is threatened. 

(4) This is probably followed by a popular interruption of his 
work. In any case, demand is made for his authority to utter such 
pessimistic denunciations, and to announce what really amounts to 
treason. § In justification of his words, he tells the story of his 
call, as it came in the visions of locusts, fire, and plumb-line. 
This closes with a specific threat against Jeroboam the king. II 

* These (ecstatic) visions (r) connect Amos closely with the work of the 
nebki'im; (2) are not satisfactorily explained as being merely the vehicle of the 
prophet's publication of his message (cf. p. cxxv, and K. DB. V. 676a); (3) are 
pr~nted after the oracles and sermons (r-6), as the justification of the prophet's 
mi,sion (cf. Is. 6), and form the continuation of his work after Amaziah's inter-
ruption. t This (p. 74) is the proper interpretation of 37. 

t The resemblance of these utterances to the short oracles of the nebki'im can
not be overlooked, Their pleasing character would surely commend the prophet 
to his auditors. One cannot imagine Cheyne's reasons (EB. 154) for suggesting 
that these oracles could not have been spoken. 

§ This seems to be a reasonable inference in view of the necessity of explaining 
the present position of the visions, for only in some such way as this can one account 
for hope contained in the first and second, when the most absolute statement of 
destruction has just been uttered in 61'. 

II The third vision indicates the position which Amos had held since coming to 
Northern Israil. 
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(5) Then follows the official attack by Amaziah, and the 
prophet's explanation of his work, with a scathing rebuke of 
the priest for his interference.* Whatever the plans for the 
future may be, he continues for a while the work which he had 
come North to perform. t 

(6) Another vision (the fourth) is received revealing Israel as 
ripe for destruction, with an arraignment of the accused, a threat 
of earthquake and slaughter, followed by universal mourning, 
Yahweh's abandonment of his people, despair and destruction. 
A little later comes the fifth and last vision, the downfall of the 
sanctuary, with a picture of ruin which none may escape, and an 
assurance that the destruction will be complete. 

( 7) The prophet goes back to Judah, perhaps to Jerusalem, t 
where he puts his addresses into literary form and intrusts them to 
the disciples of Yahweh, for the use of those who are to follow him 
( v.i., on his literary work, p. cxxx ff.). 

5. The turning-point in Amos's ministry, and, indeed, the only 
significant event that has been handed down to us, is the scene at 
Bethel. We cannot fail to appreciate: (1) The element of tragedy 
which it includes, for the throne of a king is at stake, the life of 
the priest is forfeited, and the fate of the nation is sealed. ( 2) The 
naturalness of it all, for is not Amos seeking to do just what his 
predecessors back to Samuel had done before him, viz. to unseat 
the king? How could his'words be otherwise interpreted? How 
could king or priest fail to take cognizance of them? (3) The 
strange character of Amos's reply to this point. Is the prophet's 
language, in which he foretells Amaziah's doom, general or special? 
We answer, the former. The catastrophe which is soon to befall 
the whole nation will include the priest with the rest. 

• This arrangement is, on the whole, better than (r) that which introduces the 
attack before the visions immediately after 614 (so Baumann); or (2) that which 
places the attack after all the visions have been announced, and understands that 
Amos said nothing after his rebuke of Amaziah (so Lohr, Marti). 

t It is hardly possible to regard this interference as in any sense a friendly one 
(Or.). Nor can we easily suppose that Amos was strong enough to disobey what 
was evidently the king's command, and not go away at all. At the same time one 
can scarcely imagine so bold a prophet not doing what this hypothesis takes for 
granted, viz. continuing to preach until he had finished his message. 

! Was this a second visit (cf. 61), as Che. (EE. 154) suggests? 



CXXX INTRODUCTION 

6. In forming an estimate of the efficiency of Amos'S ministry, 
we must note one or two facts : -

( 1) There was in Amos a noticeable lack of the religious ele
ment, in the ordinary sense of that word; and certainly the ministry 
was not one that could reach very many minds. There were prob
ably not fifty people in Northern Israel who could understand him. 
It is quite certain that he did not himself have in mind a clear 
conception of the issue involved in his preaching. He was indif
ferent to everything that had to do with purpose or motive. As 
Duhm has said, the teleological element was lacking. The fact is, 
the new element in Amos was that which is represented by the 
sage. The union of a nabhi' and a sage in one person produced 
a prophet in the new sense, the sense in which Amos is entitled to 
that title. 

( 2) Amos's ministry, then, signifies a breaking away from the 
old; or, better, an infusion into the old of a new spirit, that of ob
servation, philosophical inquiry, acceptance of law. His work fur
nishes for future prophecy a new basis for development, one which 
will include thought, adjustment to environment, and growth of 
thought. Still further, although he was a moralist of an extreme 
type, requiring for the proper balancing of his ideas those of his 
contemporary Hosea, which were in striking contrast with his own, 
he nevertheless bequeathed to all mankind certain truths which 
time has shown to be unchangeable : -

"The truths that justice between man and man is one of the divine foun
dations of society ; that privilege implies responsibility, and that failure to 
recognize responsibility will surely bring punishment ; that nations, and, by 
'analogy, individuals, are bound to live up to that measure of li1J:ht and knowl
edge which has been granted to them; that the most elaborate worship is 
but an insult to God when offered by those who have no mind to conform 
their wills and conduct to his requirements,-these are elementary but eternal 
truths."* 

§ 15. THE LITERARY FORM OF AMos's WRITINGS. 

The present form of the book of Amos suggests several prob
lems. How much of the book did Amos himself leave ? What 

• Kirk. Do&t. 106. 
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portions are of later origin, and what motive suggested their inser
tion?• Through what stages has the book gone ? What contact 
has it had with other literature? And still further, what is the 
form of composition employed, and what special features of that 
form deserve attention ? 

1. The table on p. cxxxii presents the contents of the book, 
showing (1) the larger divisions, viz. oracles, sermons, etc., (2) the 
smaller sections, and (3) the original and secondary elements 
within each section. 

2. The secondary material indicated in the table on p. cxxxii 
includes the passages (with the exception of a few words or 
phrases, v.t'.) which have been treated as interpolations in the 
commentary. An examination of these passages shows that they 
fall into five groups : -

(1) The Judaistic insertion, made after the promulgation of 
Deuteronomy, and referring to the approaching destruction of 
Jerusalem, viz. the judgment on Judah, 2H.t 

(2) Historical insertions, from a post-exilic date, (a) adding 
judgments upon Tyre (ru.) and Edom (11H·), thus bringing the 
whole number (with Judah) to seven;! (b) adding reference to 
the fall of Calneh, Hamath, and Gath, 62 ( cf. Is. 1011--11). 

(3) Theological insertions, from a post-exilic time, similar in 
tone and spirit to certain passages in Job§ and Deutero-Isaiah. U 

• Men in later days of prophecy seem to have regarded it as a pious duty to 
illustrate older utterances by making application to their own times, If the older 
form of utterance appeared too harsh for the later age, it was modified; if too 
obscure, it was explained. The intention was not to preserve and transmit what 
the prophet had actually said, but rather to indicate what, in the opinion of the 
later editor, he would have had to say in order "to fulfil the religious purpose 
which he once meant to serve" (cf. K. DB. V. 671; Carpenter and Battersby, 
Hex. I. no). 

t There is no basis for adding to this, with Marti, either 31 ~. for surely Amos, 
himself a Judahite, could speak of the "whole family"; or 61 a, for was not Amos 
concerned also for Zion ? Even with these passages treated as insertions, there is 
no ground for supposing a special edition of Amos to have been issued for the 
Judahites. 

t No good reason (v. in loc.) exists for regarding, with Marti, 210 as such an 
historical addition (to 29, the difficulty involved in its position is entirely relieved 
by transposition), or 212 (to 211), or 52& (p. 130), 

§ E.g. 384:!f. 115:!f. attr.M-SS, 

I E.g. ,4o21 ff, 4512. 18 4Sli£, 



ANALYSIS OF AMOS. B ~-.... 
ORIGINAL SECONDARY SUBJECT* § 

11 The Superscription. I 

12 The Text or Motto. 2 

The Oracles: 
18-5, tl-8.13-16 21-3 19--10.11-12 24-6 Judgments upon Neighboring Nations, viz. Syria, Philistia, Tyre, 3 

Edom, Ammon, Moab, Judah. 
18-216, 

26-11. 1:i-rn 212 Judgment upon the Nation Israel. 4 

31-8 The Roar of the Lion : Destruction is coming. 5 
39-43 The Doom of Samaria. 6 

The Sermons : 44-7 a. Ub-12. 18• 41 b. Ba. 13a--d: Israel's Failure to understand the Divine Judgment. 7 
J1-614, 51-6 58-9 A Dirge, Israel's Coming Destruction. 8 

57, 10-17 Transgressors shall come to Grief. 9 
5180. c. 19--22a. 23_61, ~. 11 b-14 518b.22b 62-9--lla The Doom of Captivity. 10 

~ 
~ 

I z 

71 a-c. 2-7. 8b. 9 11a.8a Three Visions of Destruction. II 
The Visicn5: J1D-17 An Accusation and a Reply. 12 

7½3b, g1. 2b-5, 7-10, llb-14 32a.6.lla A Fourth Vision, with Explanatory Discourse. 13 
g1-4,7-3b 95-6 A Fifth Vision, with a Passionate Description of the Ruin, 14 

980. 9-u; A Later Voice of Promise. 15 

• Titles in italics belilng to late sections. 
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Here belong (a) the heading of the book, 12 (pp. 9 f.); (b) the 
well-known doxologies, 418 * 58

b if·.t 
(4) Technical or archaeological insertions, which take the form 

of expansion, thus adding details to the more simple statement of 
the original. Here belong, (a) " each woman straight before 
her," in 43

; (b) "while yet there remained three months to the 
harvest," in 41a (p. 97), also, "together with the captivity of 
your horses," in 410 (p. 100) ; ( c) " one field being rained upon," 
etc., ... "two or three cities staggering," etc., in 47 b. 

80 (pp. 9 7 f.) ; 
(d) "and unto wailing those skilled in lamentation," in 516 (p. 12 7); 
" and the peace-offerings of your fatlings I will not regard," in 
522 (p. 135); (e) the detail of the inner part of the house, 
in 60-ua. (p. 151); (/) "and lo! there were full-grown locusts 
after the king's mowings," in ,1"; (g) the extra technique, in
volving the question of Yahweh to Amos, in 780 820

; (h) "buy
ing the poor for silver," etc., in 86

; (t') "your images, the star of," 
in 526, "and it devour," in 56

, "and the oppressions within her," 
in J9, "0 children of Israel," in 31, "with a storm in the day of 
tempest," in 2

14, "plumb-," in 77, " for thirst," in 813• 

(5) The Messianic additions found in "Behold the days are 
coming," in 8110, and the long closing passage 99-lll connected 
with what precedes by 98 ', in which the interpolator announces 
that the original message of destruction was intended only for 
Northern Israel. 

( 6) Certain phrases, "The Lord," "God of Hosts," "It is the 
oracle of Yahweh," "Has Yahweh said," which have been inserted 
arbitrarily to emphasize some favorite thought of a reader, e.g. 
1.s.a 2 16 J13· LI 43 516 76 89• Cf. also, "in that day," 88

• 

3. The internal history of the book (£.e. the various steps in the 
process of its growth) was probably as follows:-

( 1) Amos himself left, not a book, but certain addresses or 
groups of addresses in writing. 

(2) These became a book, in all probability through the work 
of his disciples, before the times of Isaiah (v.i.), who, says Cheyne, 
" steeped himself in the originality of Amos before displaying his 

• Che. (EB. 153) includes also 412 b, 

t We cannot include here, with Marti, 38 (p. 67), or 31 (also Duhm; Che. ED, 
:i:54; v. p. 71), or 518 (p. 1:11), or 88 (p. 170), or sn-H (pp. 183 f.). 
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own truly original genius." • Since Amos probably issued his 
addresses in Judah, it is questionable whether Hosea ever saw 
them (v.i.). t 

(3) A Deuteronomic insertion consisting of 2H. was probably 
made in Jeremiah's time. This address would fit in just before 
the fall of Jerusalem, almost as appropriately as before the fall of 
Samaria. It is perhaps too much to call this a Deuteronomic 
redaction. 

(4) During the exilic experience (or a little after) important 
changes were introduced, viz. (a) those of an historical character 
(v.s.) in accord with the same spirit which gave rise to Obadiah10-u 
( cf. Is. 34 Ez. 251z 356 Ps. 13 ?7) Jo. 32-6· 19 ; and (b) those of a theo
logical character (v.s.) in accord with the same spirit which found 
expression in the descriptions of the deity that occur in Job and 
Deutero-Isaiah (v.s.). 

(5) In a later post-exilic period there was added the large 
number of technical and archaeological explanations and expan
sions indicated above. At this time the superscription (1 1

) 

probably had its origin. Many of these are glosses which found 
their way into the text without motive of any kind. Some, how
ever, are the work of an editor who delighted to repeat in minute 
detail some point or description which had been passed over quite 
summarily. No definite line perhaps can be drawn between these 
two classes of additions. 

(6) Finally, in the spirit of the days of Zechariah and Zerubbabel, 
when men were thinking of the restoration of the throne of David, 
or perhaps still later, there was added the Messianic promise of 
98 0--IS (v.s.). This closed the internal history of the book. 

4. The general structure of the book as understood by the 
present writer is indicated in the table (v.s.). Its character is 
extremely simple: A series of judgment oracles; a series of judg
ment sermons ; a series of judgment visions. These various series 
have each its own unity of thought and its own unity of purpose. 
These have already been fully discussed. 

It remains, however, to notice some of the more important hypotheses put 
forward in recent times which offer different explanations of Amos's structure. 

t So W c., Che.; but cf. Ba. 
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(1) Elhorst (1900) on the supposition that the text was originally written 
in parallel columns, the strophes being arranged so that I, 3, 5, etc., fell in 
Column I. and 2, 4, 6, etc., in Column II. and that some copyist transferred 
the columns consecutively instead of alternating between the two, proposes 
the following order: 11. 2. 11.12. a. 5.13-15. 8-B 21-a 19.10 24. 5. 6 56b. 1 21. 8 5s. 9 29-IJ 

5
10-12 213-16 513-1,5 31, 2 516.17 33-8 518-20 39-H 521-25 41-3 526. 27 4'-ll 61-6 412 67 418 (JI 

51-3 69-11 54, ,5 612, L'I 56 61l 71-9.10-17 81-6 91-6 87-H 91-lll, With this rearrange
ment, the prophecy falls into four divisions: (a) 11-26; (b) 26-614; (c) ,1-11; 

(d) 31-g1s. 

(2) Lohr (1901) finds five main divisions; the first one consists of the 
introductory address, threatening Israel and her neighbors with punishment, 
and includes 11-8. 13-15 21-3. 8-14. 16, The second one contains two addresses, 
announcing destruction because of the exploitation of the poor by the rich and 
powerful; the first address consists of 3H, Ha, Sa. 6. 8-15 41-3 8i--B 91 H •, the 
second address comprises 51-6•- 1· 10-12· 18-lBb. 20--27 6 1· 3-8. 11- 14• The third division 
contains the mere fragment of a sermon against the sanctuaries and the ritual, 
viz. 4i--l2a. 314 b. 9Ia.1. The fourth division includes the four visions in 71-9 

81-3; and the fifth division consists of t!.e historical episode in 710-11. 

(3) Riedel (1902), regarding the book as an anthology of the most signifi
cant utterances of Amos, collected and arranged by a later editor, and treating 
710-11 as a later addition, makes the following analysis: I. A poem announcing 
Yahweh's judgment on the nations in general, and Israel in particular, chaps. 
1 and 2. II. The central division (J1-83), falling into three sections: (a) three 
addresses beginning with" Hear this word," J1-.5 41- 13 51-11; (b) two addresses 
beginning with "Alas," 518-27 61-14 ; (c) the four visions, 71-9 31-a, III. The 
closing address (84-915), likewise consisting of three sections: (a) 84- 14, which 
again begins with" Hear"; (b) 91-10, again narrating a vision; (c) 9ll-J.I', a word 
of promise, in part looking back to the first address (cf. 912 with 1111l'-), 

(4) Baumann* (1903) finds five addresses, all of similar structure. Each 
of the last four addresses has three main divisions, the last division in each 
case summing up the entire speech, and the second division, with one excep
tion, consisting of four sections. First address: 12-8. 13-l.o5 21-s. 6-11 o. 12. 11 b. 13. lh. 

16o,14b.l.!4°l.o5b.16b (with an appendix, 39-15). Second address: I. J1-6b.So.8; 

II. (a) 41-s, (b) 3u.1.s.o.10.13.14.n".S. Third address: r. 44.5; II. (a) 46.9-11, 

(b) 412• 521-21; III. 5H. Fourth address: I. 51.2.s.16.17b; II. (a) 51s-20, 

(b) 61, (c) 63-1, (d) 618.12a.s; III. 61Ul.12b.9.lO, Fifth address: I. 710-11; 

II. (a) 71-s, (b) 7H, (c) 77-9, (d) 81-3; III. 9Ia· 310. 91b-4. 7, Baumann sum
marizes the thought in the form of a dialogue as follows : First division 
(Amos): Yahweh will bring destruction upon Israel's foes and also upon Israel; 
for every crime demands punishment. (Israel) : How unheard of, to maintain 
that Yahweh would destroy his own people! Who would listen to such folly? 
Second division (Amos): What I speak is not folly, but the decree of God. 
Hear, therefore, especially you leaders in iniquity, of impending disaster, 

• With whom Now.2 is in essential accord, 
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(Israel) Our cultus at the sanctuaries will turn aside every sort of disaster. 
Third division (Amos) : Vain Jabor of Jove! Have not past calamities taught 
you that Yahweh demands a better service? Seek him through the practice 
of morality and justice l But no, all warning is useless. Because you will not 
listen, you cannot be helped. Fourth division (Amos): It remains only to 
raise the funeral dirge and to wail over the blind. Destruction is inevitable, 
Fifth division (Amos's justification of his message in response to the protests 
of Amaziah and the people): God, whom I have seen, has revealed to me 
what must come, and in spite of my earnest entreaties, has held fast to his 
decision. 

(5) Marti (1903) finds in the original book (a) an announcement of 
judgment upon Damascus, Ammon, Moab, and Israel herself: 13-S. 13-15 

2H- 6-9. 11. 13-16; ( b) a series of fragments of fourteen sermons : 31 "· 2 34-<1- 8 39-11 

312 J1H,1S41-3 44-7a"8-12<1 51-3 54.So.6.14.15 s7.10-12.16.17 518.20b.19.21-25.210--8-611.7 

68-10 611,12.13"-6b.18b.H; (c) the five visions and the historical episode: i-9 
s1-a 91-4. 7 ~0-u, and some fragments within 84-1\ viz. 84· s. 1. 11 •• 12. 13b. u. 

5. The external history of the book of Amos may be traced 
briefly through four periods : -

(1) Direct evidence of an external acquaintance with it by 
other prophets is perhaps slight. The similarity of expression 
found in certain passages in Hosea,* as compared with Amos, 
proves nothing ; the two were dealing with the same historical 
traditions and were working in the same environment. The same 
thing may be said of the two or three passages in which Isaiah and 
Amos use similar expressions.t In Jeremiah, on the other hand, 
because the situation is a similar (although not the same) one, 
more definite trace is found of Amos's influence. t In Ezekiel, 
likewise, some points of external resemblance may be noted, espe-

• E.g. between Am. ,:z5 etc. (sending fire upon the palace) and Ho. 814 (which is 
late), Am. 210 (the rescue from Egypt) and Ho. 1210 f., Am. 71T (threat of captivity 
in an unclean land) and Ho. g!l, Am. 86 (corruption or J!:phraim, unjust scales) and 
Ho. r2s, Am. as 96 and Ho. 48, Am. 46 and Ho. 710. 

t Cf, Is. 3ol0 with Am. 212; ls. 329. 11.17 (PHIi') with Am, 61; 3l6ff. with Am, 
4lff.; and 91-ro4+ 5-with Am. 44-13. 

! This is seen, perhaps, in the formulas employed at the beginning('' "1tlN :i~) 
and at the end of the utterances against foreign nations; cf. 472 481491. 7. 28. 34 and 
Am. 18. 6 etc.; also 4825- « 492. 6. 26. 39 with Am. I"· s. 16 ,all; and in the similarities to 
be noticed in a comparison of Je. 1727 with Am. 25, 211° with 94, 25so with r2, 4921 
with 14, 4gl with rl6, 466 with 2H, 467 with as, 4824 with x12 22, 4913. ro-22 with rl2, 

48T 49" with 115. The phrase "virgin Israel" is found only in Am, and Je.; "days 
are coming" occurs in no other prophetic booka-
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dally in the passages directed against foreign nations.* In the 
other prophets, few cases of direct external influence may be 
discovered.t 

But it is not in such external manifestations that we should 
expect to find traces of Amos's influence upon later prophets. 
That his ministry and message were known to them appears from 
several points in which they follow closely in his steps, e.g. in 
standing aloof from the great body of so-called prophets in their 
respective periods ; in adopting the method of writing down their 
utterances ; in the continued development of the sermonic dis
course introduced by him ; in following the fashion of directing a 
certain portion of their attention to the foreign nations ; t in bas
ing their work on the fundamental doctrine of national judgment 
as presented by Amos ; in holding up and completing the new 
ideas propounded by Amos concerning God and his ethical 
demands upon humanity. 

(2) The external relation of the book of Amos to the wisdom 
literature is not indicated by anything that has come down to us. 
That its influence was felt can scarcely be doubted, since in it we 
have the first definite formulation of Yahweh's relation to the out
side world, the idea which lay at the basis of all Hebrew wisdom; 
the assignment of Israel to a place upon a level with other nations 
( cf. the absence of any reference to Israel in the book of Prov
erbs) ; an example of Oriental learning in history, geography, so
cial customs; the very essence of wisdom, in the emphasis placed 
upon honesty, purity, etc.; together with an almost total absence 
of the religious sentiment ( v.s.). 

(3) In later times reference is made to the Amos-book in Ecclus. 
4910

, where "the twelve prophets" are mentioned, showing that at 

• Cf. the introductory formula in Ez. 256- 8. n. is 263- 7, etc., and the closing words 
in 2§• n. u 266-14. 21; also Ez. 272 2812 322 with Am. 51, 28~ with 914,355.6 with 111, 

68 with 99, 72. 6 with 82, 2818 with 110. 

t Cf. Zp. 24!!., in which the same cities of Philistia are mentioned as in Am. 16-8 

(Gath being omitted), and in the same connection a call issued for repentance in 
language almost like that of Am. 514; also Zc. 91-7, in which Damascus, Phoenicia, 
and Philistia are threatened (Gath being again omitted in the list of cities) ; also 
Zc. 32 with Am. 411, Zc. 135 with 714, Hag. 217 with Am. 49. On the resemblance of 
Is. 42• 457.12 to Am. 418 5sff., v. p. cxxxiv. 

! E.g. Is. rol!tt- 13llf. 1428!!. 15:t..1g21i 21 23 Je. 46 ft Ez. 25 ft Ob., Na. 28-319 
Zp. :af-Ll Zc. gl-7, 
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that time there was a book of Amos; in Tobit 2 8, where the book 
of Amos is first mentioned by name and a citation is made from 
810 ; in Acts 7¾2r., where Am. 525 ,. is quoted and assigned to" the 
book of the prophets"; and in Acts 1516 ,·, a quotation of 911 in 
connection with other "words of the prophets." 

(4) The place of the book in the Canon is naturally with "the 
twelve." Its position in the Hebrew Canon, viz., third (following 
Joel), is different from that in@, where it is second Qoel being 
placed after Micah). 

6. Partly on a priori grounds (it being thought impossible to 
conceive of a herdsman as a man of letters),* and partly on the 
ground of certain words which were wrongly spelled (these have 
more recently been discovered to be textual errors), t many ex
planations of the uncultivated and, indeed, rude speech of Amos 
have been deemed necessary. The fact has long been recognized, 
however, that these estimates were wrong. Recent writers, espe
cially since W. Robertson Smith in 1882, have vied with each 
other in appreciation of the simplicity and refinement, as well as 
of the vigor of Amos's literary style. t The latest critics go even so 
far as to deny that the figures which he employs are prevailingly 
those of the shepherd-life.§ 

(1) The regular and simple structure of the book (p. cxxxii) 
exhibits at once Amos's style of thought. What could be more 
natural and easy than the series of oracles, the series of sermons, 
and the series of visions? It is unfortunate that some recent 
critics seem as blind to the simplicity of Amos's style of expres
sion as were the older critics to its refined nature. 

(2) This regularity, or orderliness, exhibits itself in detail in the 
repetition of the same formulas for three transgressions, yea for 
four, etc., in the opening chapters (or, to put it otherwise, in the 
orderly arrangement of the nations); in the use of the refrain, 
but ye did not ri!lurn, etc., in the poem describing Israel's past 
chastisements (4..,13 II) ; in the entire form of the first three visions 

• Jerome, in his introduction to Amos, characterizes Amos as imperitus sermone 
sed non sc ientia. 

t For these words, viz. i''JlO 218, c,oiv1.:1 510, :umo 68, 1ll'1DO 610, ;,niv, 716, v. 
in loc. ! V. especially Mit.; Che. EB. 155. § Che. EB. 155. 

II Isaiah followed closely this model in his celebrated poem 98..104 526-00, although 
a portion _of this is probably later than Isaiah himself. 



THE LITERARY FORM OF AMOS'S WRITINGS cxxxix 

( 71-~ ; in the almost artificial symmetry of form seen in the accu
sation ( 710-14) and the reply ( ,14--17

) ; in the series of illustrations 
employed with such effect in J3 ff.; in the structure, in general, of 
the several pieces (v.i.). Moreover, theiie various series, "while 
not so long as to become tiresome, are long enough to impress 
upon the mind of the reader the truths that they are intended to 
illustrate and justify the use of them by the prophet." There is 
here the skill, not only of the poet and the speaker, but also of the 
teacher. Every poem in the book is a notable example of this 
same direct, straightforward orderliness of thought. 

(3) The imagery of Amos, like that of Isaiah, is worthy of special 
study. Tradition has probably been wrong in emphasizing too 
strongly the prevailingly shepherd-characteristics (v.s.) which mark 
the figures employed by Amos. But no one will deny that he 
is especially fond of drawing his language from nature; and what, 
after all, is this but the field of rural life? He not only cites 
certa-in facts of agricultural significance, e.g. the recent drought, 
blasting and mildew (47i'l-), the oppressive taxation of crops (511), 

and the cheating of the grain merchants (85
), but he finds pic

turesque illustrations and comparisons in "threshing instruments" 
(13), the loaded wagon on the threshing-floor (2 13

), the height of 
the cedars and the strength of the oaks (29), the roar of the lion 
in the forest (3'· 8), the shepherd rescuing remnants from the lion 
(312), the snaring of birds (3°), the "kine of Bashan" (41

), worm
wood (57 612), the lion, bear, and serpent (5 19), the perennial 
stream (524), horses stumbling upon rocks and ploughing the sea 
with oxen (612), swarms of locusts devouring the aftermath (?1'), 
and the " basket of summer fruit " (81

). 

(4) Other features of Amos's style, which may only be men• 
tioned, are (a) its originality (sometimes called unconventionality 
or individuality),• as seen in a certain kind of independence, 
probably due to the fact that he was a pioneer in the application 
of writing to prophetic discourse; (b) its maturity, for nothing 
is more clear than that he had predecessors in this work who 
had developed, in no small degree, a technical nomenclature of 
prophecy (v.s.); (c) its artistic character, which is seen not only 

*Cf.Mit.8. 
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in strophes with refrains, but in the entire strophic structure or 
the various pieces, together with the measure and parallelism, v.i. 
It is probable that Amos's style, as well as the substance of his 
message, is to be explained largely by the circumstances of his 
environment (v.s.). 

D. HOSEA. 

§ 16. THE PERSONAL LIFE OF HOSEA. 

The facts of Hosea's life, while altogether different from those 
relating to Amos, are equally interesting and instructive. 

1. There is no evidence to prove that the man Hosea was of 
the tribe of Reuben (a view based on the resemblance of his 
father's name, Beeri, to Beerah, 1 Ch. 56) ; * or of the tribe of 
Issachar (p. 202) ; or of the tribe of Judah, for the passages in 
which Judah is mentioned are for the most part doubtful, since 
they seem to be part of a plan (p. clix), and even if authentic 
would prove neither the prophet's Judaean birth,t nor the sugges
tion that the book was written out in Judah, when the prophet 
(like Amos) had been sent away. t On the name Hosea, v. 
p. 205 ; on the bearing of the superscription 11, v. pp. 203 f. It 
is hardly to be questioned that he was a citizen of the Northern 
kingdom; v. p. 202, to which may be added,§ as matter of detail, 
that (a) the interest in Northern Israel is seen in his intimate 
acquaintance with the historical conditions and foreign interests 
of the North, as well as with the policies of intrigue of the two 
political parties; (b) the particular places with which familiarity 
is shown, all of which lie in North Israel, are Mizpah in the east 
and Tabor in the west (51

), Samaria (frequently mentioned, 71 

Sst: 106.1 1J16), Gilead (68 1211), Shechem (69), Gilgal and Bethel 
(4u 915 105· 15 r 2 11), Gibeah and Ramah (58 109) ; (c) the differ
ence between Amos's point of view and that of Hosea illustrates 

* So, many Rabbis; cf. Jer, Qua,stiones in Paralipomena. 
t Jahn and Mau.; "· p. 202, 

lUmb., Ew. 
§ Certain Aramaicisms, e,JT, S•J'1l'1 (n3), :,nJ (513), ON;, (1014), and the frequent 

use of the long form ''JN, are commonly cited in support of Hosea's northern 
origin; but too great stress may not be laid upon these; cf. Kautzsch's Aramai.r
nun in A. T., which recognizes no Aramaic words in Hosea. 



THE PERSONAL UFE OF HOSEA cxll 

well the difference between a visitor and a resident; (d) the great 
historical significance of the book of Hosea is largely affected by 
the question of his citizenship in the Northern kingdom. 

2. The date and circumstances of Hosea's life and work areJ 
upon the whole, quite definitely settled. While the superscription 
11 (pp. 203 f.) is from a later date, it is in part consistent with the 
facts. Hosea sustains to the fall of the N orthem kingdom the 
same relation which Jeremiah sustained a century and a half later 
to that of the Southern kingdom. 

( r) Can we, however, determine how early he began his work ? 
or bow late he continued to prophesy ? 

The following indications of date may be considered: (a) That he was 
preaching in 743 B.C. is certain in view of the threat concerning Jezreel (14), 

which must have been uttered before the fall of Jehu's house, that is, before 
the death of Jeroboam II.; for Zechariah's reign was very short, and imme
diately thereupon came the period of anarchy. If 14 was uttered in 743, the 
prophet's marriage and the birth of his oldest son must be understood to have 
preceded. (On the date of the writing of chaps. 1-3, v. § 19.) (b) That he 
lived in the midst of the period of anarchy which followed the death of 
Jeroboam II. (i.e. 743-736 B.c.) seems to be shown by the utterance found 
in f (perhaps also 73 ff. 84), which reflects the condition of things in this 
period.* (c) The lack of allusion of any kind to the Syro-Ephraimitish war 
of Pekah and Rezin against Judah (Is. 7, 2 K. 1531,SS) would indicate that 
Hosea was not in active service at that time (734-733 B.c.), for one cannot 
imagine silence on his part with reference to events of such importance, t 
(d) Still further, Gilead in Hosea's day was still a part of Northern Israel (51 68 

1211); but in 734-733 B.c. Gilead and Naphtali passed under the yoke of 
Tiglathpileser. i 

The certain dates, then, are 743 B.c. and 734 B.c. How much 
earlier than 743 Hosea may have preached cannot be determined. 

(2) The historical events of the period just indicated (cf. 
2 K. 15) fit in admirably with the descriptions of Hosea's times 
found in his addresses. (a) In the earlier part, the times are 

• Zechariah, son of Jeroboam II., is assassinated within six months by Shallurn, 
son of Jabesh, who, in turn, is killed after a month by Menahern, son of Gadi. 
He reigns about six years, paying tribute to Assyria for his protection. His son 
Pekahiah, after a reign of about two years, is assassinated by Pekah, son of Rema-
liah (736 B.C.). t So Now., Marti, et al. 

t On the impossibility of treating roH as an indication of date, thus bringing 
Hosea's work down as late perhaps as 725 B,C., v. discussion in loc. 
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represented as prosperous, just as in the days of Amos; evidences 
of wealth and ease are seen on every hand, and punishment is 
still in the future ( 25 f. 9 ff") ; (b) a little later the situation is greatly 
changed; lawlessness is prevalent (42 51 71), the panic-stricken 
rulers are vacillating between Assyria and Egypt (518 i 1 121), 

political dissolution has already begun ( 79 83
), the powerlessness 

of the kings is generally recognized ( 103 1 39), the religious and 
political leaders are the worst violators of the laws (4Bf. 51 9u:J, 
conspiracies and revolution are rife (518 711 106 121), and anarchy 
prevails. 

(c) While the situations described by Amos and Hosea have 
much in common, there is also much that is different. Hosea 
actually sees the chaos and confusion, the decay, of which he 
preaches. Nor are the evils of the times, as seen by him, limited 
to those of the ruling classes (cf. 41r.sr.n-H 915), as for the most 
part in Amos. Moreover, Hosea seems to be himself a part of 
the situation, in a sense in which Amos, not being a resident of 
Israel, could not have been. He did not see so widely, but he saw 
more deeply. 

3. Concerning Hosea's occupation and social standing, we are 
able only to draw inferences of a more or less uncertain character. 
(a) Was he a member of the prophetic society? Nothing is to 
be found which would point in this direction.* (b) Was he a 
priest, and for this reason was he enabled to speak against the 
evil practices of his class as no one else could have done ?t This 
is an interesting conjecture, with perhaps as little evidence in its 
favor as against it. His intimacy with life of every kind, in nature 
and among men, those of the country as well as those of the city, 
does not oppose this view. (c) His acquaintance with life in 
general, and especially with that of the priests, taken in connec
tion with his familiarity with the plans of both political parties, 
and his intimate knowledge of his country's history (pp. cliii, cliv), 
may reasonably warrant us in the opinion that he occupied a 
" distinguished position " as a citizen in his native land. 

4. Hosea's call and preparation constitute a tragedy in domestic 

* WRS. Proph. 156. 
t So Duhm, Theo/. 130 f.; cf. Sta. G VI. I. 577 f.; Marti, p. 2.. 
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li(e, and give us even a deeper insight into his career and pro
phetic work than we could obtain concerning Amos from the data 
in his book.* It is important, however, not to make use of later 
material in forming this estimate. We are to put aside, without 
hesitation, 11 1 10-21 2n.u.r.io.iHG.is-23 l• This leaves us (v. pp. 
205 ff.) the story of Gomer's harlotry ( ru. er.), the story, continued, 
of her purchase as a slave, and her retention "many days," J1-4. 
While 22o. •· "· 8· u r. 11 '· a. ir are from the prophet's own hand, they 
furnish us light upon his life only as this may be reflected in his 
own interpretation of that life in connection with Yahweh and 
Israel. 

( I) The story is this : He marries a woman who, afterward, 
proves unfaithful to him. At the birth of the first son (whose 
father is another than Hosea, although the latter is as yet ignorant 
of his wife's infidelity), Hosea calls him J ezreel (p. 211), a name 
of symbolical character (cf. the names of Isaiah's children). 
When the next child, a daughter, comes ( also in sin), Hosea, now 
cognizant of his wife's unfaithfulness, names the child No-love. 
Still another son is born, who is called by Hosea Not-my-Kz"n. 
The woman, it would seem, now leaves home and falls into the 
hands of some man whose slave-concubine she becomes. But 
Hosea, who has loved her from the beginning and in spite of all 
her shame, purchases her at the price of a slave. The relation
ship of wife, however, is not reestablished ; how could it be? She 
is placed where she will, in discipline, be shut off from inter
course with men, even from the legitimate intercourse with her 
husband. This period of seclusion will last" many days." How 
long? No indication is given. 

(2) It is to be especially noticed that (a) the conclusion of the story is not 
given us. We do not know whether in the end she was finally restored to 
full companionship. (b) While according to Israelitish law and custom the 
wife was a part of the possessions or property of the husband, and the mar
riage relation was based upon this idea, in Hosea's case the relationship was 
one of love, so strong that it forced him to do unheard-of things. (c) The 
period required for these transactions must have covered six or seven years. 
(d) The "tragic isolation" of Hosea through all these years is clearly evi• 

• On the various views entertained of the transaction in the first chapter and 
the literature of the same, v. pp. 204 ff. 

k 
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dent. (e) The feeling which suggests the naming of the first child is widely 
different from that connected with the naming of the second and third 
children. 

(3) The truth of these representations concerning the domestic life of 
Hosea rests partly upon the general interpretation of the narrative which is 
adopted, and partly upon our acceptance of 314 as belonging to the original 
narrative. (a) Concerning the general interpretation and the objections to 
it, v. pp. 208-210. But these objections are largely imaginary; for it is pure 
assumption that a call to prophesy may come only in a vision, and that con
sequently this must be a vision. The years required for all these events need 
not have exceeded six or seven (v.s.), leaving abundant time for prophetic ac
tivity. The fundamental point to be noted is that the principal contribution 
of the domestic experience was not the message concerning the destruction of 
Israel, but that concerning the great love of Yahweh in spite of faithlessness. 
It is just as easy to suppose that the prophet kept Gomer in his house after be
coming cognizant of her infidelity, as to suppose that he imagined himself so 
doing. The fact that Gamer's infidelity did not develop until after the mar
riage is not ignored in the text, but plainly indicated in the use of the phrase 
wift of whoredoms (1 2•) rather than mr (p. 207). The usage of speech, as well 
as the psychological conception involved in the command of Yahweh to marry 
a woman, who, as Yahweh knows, will break her marriage vows, is to be 
compared with representations concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's heart 
(Ex. 101 1110 144'), and the commission to Isaiah (69f,), these being really not 
commands, but events which in the light of later history are so interpreted. 
Still further, it was not the purpose of the marriage to teach that Yahweh 
was Israel's husband, nor is it so to be understood ; it was rather to teach the 
wonderful love on the part of one who was released from all obligations of 
nature or contract. Moreover, we may well understand that this experience, 
which was primarily a revelation to Hosea, also served in the prophet's work 
as a means of communicating to the people the thought which it first con
veyed to the prophet himself. (b) In opposition to the view that 314 is from 
a later hand and to be treated wholly as allegory, I would urge (in addition 
to what has been said, p. 217) that the change in conception from the land 
as Yahweh's bride ( 12 and chap. 2) to the sons of Israel is only a rhetorical 
effort toward personification and individualization, common enough and thor
oughly Hebraic. The phrase other Gods (J1) refers to the Baalim (p. 218), 
whose existence Hosea, as well as Amos, certainly recognized (p. cxlviii f.), 
whatever may have been his feeling toward the images of Yahweh. It is 
unquestionable that the later utterances of Hosea are permeated through and 
through with the idea of Yahweh's love (p. cxlix), notwithstanding the large 
place occupied also by the opposite conception, viz. Yahweh's righteous indig
nation. There is really nothing tangible that has been offered by any one to 
prove the later date of chap. 3. 

(4) The consideration of this domestic experience as the basis oi the 
prophet's call or of hill preparation for his message belongs properly under 
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the topic of his message (v.i.); but in this connection two things may be 
mentioned: (a) The narrative of this experience, written some time after
ward, shows, as do the similar cases of Isaiah (chap. 6) and Jeremiah (chap.1), 
that the prophet has interpreted into the narrative much of his later ex• 
perience. In other words, the logical order was the experience, the great 
truth which it suggested, the narration of the experience in the light of 
this truth. (b) This is exactly analogous to the case of Amos; for while the 
one heard the voice of God in the rising Assyrian situation, which itself was 
the occasion of both the form and the content of his visions, the other heard it 
in the ruin of his home. It was in neither case merely a vision, but rather a 
psychological experience extending over a considerable period. 

(5) The basis of the prophet's own interpretatwn of his experience was 
f0und in that most common Semitic conception that the national deity was 
the husband of the land; but he puts an entirely new thought into the old 
form of the conception (v.i.). Love, as such, was not a necessary accom
paniment of marriage in the olden times. Here the entire emphasis is placed 
upon this phase of the marriage experience. 

5. If one can imagine a character almost the opposite of that 
of Amos, he will have pictured Hosea to himself. (1) This picture, 
however, would be misleading if Hosea were thought of as weak. 
In this particular, as in all others, he was not inferior to Amos ; 
but his strength was of another kind. It was that of endurance 
under incalculable agony ; and also of persistence against the com
bined forces of the leaders of his times. ( 2) His character was as 
complex as that of Amos was simple. There is manifestation every
where of contending and conflicting feelings; of tenderness side 
by side with indignation, of love and hate commingled; of leniency 
passing swiftly into severity and the reverse, and of hope for the 
future actually turning before the gaze into an almost absolute 
despair. "The swift transition, the fragmentary, unbalanced utter
ance, the half-developed allusions, that make his prophecy so 
difficult to the commentator, express the agony of this inward 
conflict."* (3) This means a nature strongly emotional. So 
true is this of Hosea (cf. the strikingly parallel case of Jeremiah) 
that not infrequently he seems to lose his self-control, and to 
become subject to these same emotions. (4) One side of this 
emotional nature is seen in his affectionate character, of which 
the entire family story is an expression. The depth of his affec-

• WRS, Prop!,, 157. 



cxlvi INTRODUCTION 

tion, the gentlenei;s which characterized it, and, likewise, the 
passion, of which a glimpse is now and then obtained, all point to 
a personality unique in Old Testament history. (S) Still another 
phase, closely associated with the emotional, is his strongly 
marked religious temperament, in contrast with the ethical, as 
it is seen in Amos. " Amos is the stern moralist ; Hosea is the 
man of religious affection. Amos sees the righteous will of Yah
weh pronouncing and executing judgment upon Israel ; Hosea 
has a vision of the loving heart of Yahweh grieving over his erring 
children." • ( 6) But Hosea was not illogical, as he has so fre
quently been represented. His ability, notwithstanding conflicting 
feelings, to give expression to a system of theology which was to 
serve henceforth as the basis of all Israelitish thought, is a factor 
worthy of consideration in any estimate of his character. He was, 
in a strange and true sense, a typical Israelite, and his thought, as 
time shows, was the thought which Israel would accept. This 
must have come about, at least in part, because his character was 
fundamentally the lsraelitish character, viz. strong, complex, 
emotional, religious. 

§ 17. THE MESSAGE OF HOSEA. 

Hosea's message is hardly less important than that of Amos. 
The special interest lies in three facts, viz.: l(x) the personal 
element which 'pervades it throughout, for one feels that, after 
all, the message is not so much a part of the political situa
tion, nor, indeed, of the religious, as the man himself; ( 2) the 
supplementary relation which it sustains to that of Amos, both 
together giving the two sides of one great conception ; (3) the 
fact that in connection with the delivery of this message the 
end of Northern Israel is rapidly approaching, for within a dozen 
years all will be over. 

1. The general thought of Hosea's message is summed up 
briefly in connection with a very few propositions : (a) Israel is 
wicked through and through, and her condition morally is that of 
rottenness. (b) Israel is politically doomed, the last stages of 
decay having now been reached. (c) Yahweh is Israel's father, 

• H. P. Smith, 0. T, Hist. 221, 
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with all a father's love and interest; he is Israel's husband, with 
all a husband's love and devotion. (d) Israel fails to comprehend 
Yahweh; has a totally wrong conception of him; in short, Israel 
does not know Yahweh. (e) Israel deceives herself in her acts 
of repentance; but there is a repentance which consists in turning 
back to Yahweh.* (/) Israel's present attitude toward Yahweh's 
love means, in the end, her total destruction. 

2. The question of insertions sustains even a closer relation to the message 
of Hosea than in the case of Amos. (For the passages which a scientific 
criticism denies to the original utterance, v.i. p. clx, and for the considerations 
which have led to the opinion thus expressed, v. each passage in loc., as 
well asp. clix.) There is involved in this, especially, the question whether to 
Hosea or to later writers we shall ascribe the strongly expressed teaching of 
Israel's restoration, which is found in the book as it is now constituted. The 
most careful consideration seems to show that this thoµght is non-Hoseanic 
(p. clix). 

3. Again it may be said: Hosea followed Amos. But what did 
that signify? What did Amos do that Hosea need not do again? 
What did Amos leave undone, which Hosea must now do? t Amos 
aroused the conscience of Israel to a perception of the real state 
of affairs; but, aside from the most general injunction, Seek Yahweh 
and ye shall live (Am. 5~), he refers neither to a restoration (91

2-1J 

being late) nor to any plan for securing such a restoration. That 
Yahweh loved his people, and had manifested this love on many 
occasions of great national importance, was evident. This love 
was indeed the basis in some measure of the ethical develop
roen t thus far wrought out But although this love was already 
recognized, there remained, in view of the emphasis which Amos 
lays on universal law, another problem to be solved, viz., "to 
prove in God so great and new a mercy as was capable of 
matching that law," t in other words, it is necessary for a prophet 
"to arise with as keen a conscience of law as Amos himself, and 
yet affirm that love was greater still; to admit that Israel was 
doomed, and yet" (not "promise their redemption," but) show 
that redemption, i.e. repentance, is possible; and that the basis 

• A later writer {121) includes also the maintaining of true love and justice, and 
the waiting continually on God, t GAS. I. 337 ff. l GAS. I, 229, 
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of this redemption is as fundamental as is the basis of law itself. 
This was what Hosea had to do ; and in doing it he is marking 
out the lines (v.s.) of all subsequent prophecy. J1__. (v.6 being late) 
clearly involves (a) Israel's continued relationship with Yahweh, 
(b) her days of punishment for the sake of discipline, (c) her 
acquisition of a new spirit and her return or redemption; but, 
while (a) and (b) are definitely expressed, (c) is only implied. This 
was left so, because the means and method were outside of Hosea's 
vision; not so, however, the fact and its philosophy. 

4. The circumstances of Hosea's earlier life were practically 
the same as those under which Amos worked. But in the later 
period of his ministry everything had changed (v.s.). We are 
not to suppose, however, that the popular feeling (pp. ex ff.) on 
fundamental questions had been greatly altered. Hosea takes 
cognizance of certain phases of this opinion which Amos seems 
not to have noticed, e.g. image-worship, the platforms of the two 
great political parties, the national feeling as to the past history 
of the nation. These and other subjects constituting the popular 
usage or opinion which Hosea opposed will be taken up briefly in 
connection with the statement of his convictions (v.i.). 

5. Hosea, when compared with Amos, is found to deal very 
differently with the same question. While Amos was broader, 
Hosea goes deeper; Amos is controlled solely by the ethical 
spirit, Hosea by the religious spirit. The more important 
details are the following : -

(1) The god of Hosea was omnipotent as truly as was that of 
Amos; but this idea of power occupies no such place in Hosea's 
thought as in that of Amos. 

(a) Yahweh's power over nature is seen in the fact that not Baal, but Yahweh, 
had beeu the giver of Israel's gifts (28), in the affliction which the land and 
the beasts thereof are soon to suffer (43 92), as well as in the control of Sheol 
itself (1314). In history his hand has wrought many wonderful things which 
have occurred in Israel's own life as a nation (e.g. the deliverance from Egypt, 
Jil 129 13◄,5; tender guidance in their early history, u3, ◄; the sending of 
prophets, 1210); but Hosea exhibits no interest in the work of Yahweh 
outside of Israel. 

(b) Was Hosea more truly a monotheist than was Amos? It 
cannot be said that Hosea has a narrower conception of the 
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deity; but for him, as for his predecessor, Yahweh is a national 
god (34 i 134), especially concerned with a single nation. His 

-representation of this god, now as the light ( 65
), again as a lion 

(SH •l), or a gnawing worm (512
), vividly expresses the writer's 

conception of the divine attitude and power. The anthropomor
phism is strong and startling. Yahweh is always represented as 
speaking, there being only a single case in chaps. 4-14 of an in
troductory formula (41). The representations of love on Yahweh's 
part (especially those of the father and the husband), and those 
also of indignation and threatened destruction (510

· ur. 1214 13H) 
bespeak a poetic nature, but at the same time present ideas of the 
deity of a peculiarly fundamental character ( v.s.). 

(c) The image-worship of these times, passed over in silence 
by Elijah, Elisha, and Amos (p. cxvi), is the subject of "incessant 
polemic" on the part of Hosea (85· 6 ; cf. 1 K. 1228 Ex. 324·5). This 
idea, not altogether new (cf. the decalogues, pp. !viii ff.), plays a 
large part in Hosea's conception. Hosea, looking deeper than 
those who preceded, sees in the traditional Yahweh-worship of 
his times what he believes to be the worship of other gods (J1 ; v.s.). 
Yahweh regards it as sinful to make idols or to worship them (132), 
and all this applies to the calf-worship of Hosea's times. Why 
was it Hosea rather than Amos who took this position? Because, 
as W. Robertson Smith has suggested,* while Amos looked at the 
national practices from the ethical point of view and that of the 
administration of justice, Hosea thought of them rather as they 
affected the personal relation of the nation to Yahweh himself. 
Israel, in idol-worship, shows no true conception of the love due 
Yahweh. She is, in fact, an adulteress. The worship given the 
calves is morally false, and therefore inadequate and injurious (v.i.). 

(2) The fundamental idea of Hosea is his conception of Yahweh 
as a god of love (i 11 1➔). The word ,er, love, kindness," leal love" 
(never found in Amos), represents an act or feeling of dutiful or 
Joyal affection (64·

6 
10

12
). There is a relationship (67) between 

Yahweh and Israel which calls upon both to exercise this feeling 
toward each other. The obligation is not merely a legal one; it 
is likewise moral. We may not overlook the fact that, although 
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this relationship is in one sense multiform (viz. grace on the part 
of Yahweh to Israel, piety on the part of Israel to Yahweh, and love 
[ equivalent to humaniry] on the part of one Israelite to another), 
this multiformity was lost in the unity of the conception. Yahweh 
is not only the head of a state demanding justice, he is the head 
(i.e. the father) of a family, for which he has a deep and never 
ending love. This love is the basis and the principal factor of 
religion. Because Yahweh loves Israel, Israel should be true to 
him, i.e. moral.* 

(3) His most bitter complaint against his people is that they do 
not know Yahweh (28 41

· 6• 54 66 82
; cf. in loc.).t In brief, we are 

to take know as meaning not only knowledge, but also the practical 
application which knowledge calls for. It is understanding, or 
comprehension, but more ; for to know God is to feel the force 
of the deity and to act accordingly, i.e. to have the feeling (of 
love, or duty, or whatever else) which a knowledge of God implies. 
To come to know God, then, means to come into a new state of 
mind. Now, (a) Hosea is not asking Israel to accept knowledge 
which the nation once possessed, but has lost; it is something 
really new in religion which he is holding out to them, although 
in 1J6 this ignorance is rhetorically styled forgetfulness; more
over, (b) he clearly indicates the obstacles in the way of their 
reaching up to this new knowledge, viz. their evil life (41ft) and 
the failure of the religious leaders, priests and prophets, to do 
their duty (46 ft: 51 «); but (c) if these difficulties should be removed, 
how might Israel gain this true knowledge of Yahweh? t Through 
the many deeds in which Yahweh has made manifestations of 
himself in history (v.s.); through the prosperity and abundance 
with which she has been blessed ( 28) ; and, still further, through 
the laws or teachings which have already taken formal shape (48); 
but, so hardened and insensible has Israel become to these and 
all similar influences, that Yahweh will be compelled to come 
upon them in violence and with disaster, in order to make im
pression on their minds. This is the doom of the immediate 
future (1316). 

* Cf. WRS. Proph. r6o ff.; GAS. I. 346 ff.; Now. 9 f.; Marti, 5 f. 
t An admirable discussion of the full meaning of know, as it is here used, wiU 

pe fo1+nd in QAS, I. ~20 ff: ; Cf. GAS. I. ~26 f, 
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(4) While the exact relation of Yahweh to Israel,* represented 
under the various figures described above, is that of a covenant 
(61), or a marriage (221r, J11r-), or that of father and son (n1 tr.), 
what does Hosea understand his relation to be to the outside 
nations? To this question no definite answer can be given. As 
has been noted, Hosea concerns himself little with the world 
outside. He realizes that there is such a world ; he teaches that 
Egypt and Assyria will be used in the chastisement of Israel ; he 
gives, therefore, a place of superiority to Yahweh over the nations 
and over their gods. Further than this he does not go. This is 
in accord with the general fact that Hosea, unlike Amos, is not 
interested in state or nation history. He thinks of Israel, not as 
a state, but as a family ; not so much as a government, but as an 
individual, either child or wife. It is everywhere the personal 
attitude that is made most of. 

(5) The substance ofHosea's message on the cultus (413 f- 66 gn-13, 

10 throughout, 1J1t:) is the same as that of Amos (p. cxix),andneed 
not be dwelt upon.t It is only to be noted, as above, that because 
so much emphasis is placed upon the personal element, the faith
lessness of Israel in the matter of acts of worship appears all the 
greater. The physical and sensual character of the cultus, taken 
over from the Canaanitish worship of the Baalim, was wholly foreign 
and repugnant to Hosea's conception of the truly spiritual relation 
of Yahweh to his people. His opposition to the calf-worship in 
particular was in large part due to its carnal tendencies. These 
things were fundamentally antagonistic to the new conception of 
Yahweh for which Hosea stood; hence it is that the denunciation 
of the cultus occupies a much larger place in the utterances of 
Hosea than in those of Amos. 

(6) The immorality of Israel is pictured even more vividly by 
Hosea than by Amos. The situation was the darkest possible 
(v.s.); for the land is full of "harlotry" and "adultery." The 
fact that this general immorality is in part due to the Canaanitish 
influence makes the prophet's case all the stronger from his point 
of view. His lamentation is frequently and strongly expressed 

"' CC WRS. Propll. I6I, 162. 
t Cf. GAS. I. 286 ff.; WRS. Propll. I7S f.; liPS. Q. T. llfsf. 222; Sm, R1I, 

'a0'1 f. i Duhm1 Tll,ol. J2~ f, 
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(48 51. 1~ 13 6t 11 12). A heinous thing is the fact that the leaders, 
particularly the priests, encourage this immorality for the gain 
which they derive from it ( cf. 46). The sanctuaries, he declares, 
are dens of thieves; while the priests are the actual leaders in 
crime ( 69). Against all this Hosea (a) utters scathing rebuke, 
(b) makes earnest effort to stir the public conscience, and (c) 
preaches "ICM, which means just as truly love to man, as love of 
God or love to God. The strange thing is that he finds in religion 
itself the responsibility for the situation. 

( 7) The political situation* at home and abroad is treated in 
much detail. Hosea is convinced (a) that Israel's home policy 
from the beginning has been wrong. Israel's kings, as distin
guished from those of Judah (84), are not of divine appointment. 
In other words, the schism is condemned, and while he does not 
"yearn for the healing of the schism by a Davidic king" (Cheyne),t 
he sees no future for a kingdom whose religion is represented by 
calves (85• 6). Moreover, while Si may refer to the original schism, 
it is general enough to include the kings who come one after another 
in his own day. His attack upon the anarchy and confusion of 
his day ( cf. 84-13) is most violent ( 103 ff- 71•1 87 ff'-). He declares 
that society is a "cake not turned" (78), i".e. half raw, half baked 
to a cinder; t that Israel has no leaders worthy of the name; that 
the strength of the people is worn out; that they are actually held 
in contempt by the outside nations. This was the natural outcome 
of (b) their foreign policy, which was one of vacillation between 
Egypt and Assyria, one of half-hearted substitution of other 
gods for Yahweh, the result of which is seen in the actual deposi
tion of their kings and the appointment of Assyrian vicegerents on 
the Israelitish throne.§ But another political party will not accept 
Assyrian supremacy and turns to Egypt. Thus they are divided 
among themselves; and, whatever unity might have gained, all is 
lost in this conflict of interests. 

* GAS. I. 269-289; Che. 25 f. ; WRS. Pn,pk. r83 f.; HPS. 0. T. Hist. 224 f.; 
We. Pro/, 4I7. 

t 36 is not from Hosea. ! GAS. 
§ Menahem held his throne as a vassal of Assyria (2 K. z517-20; Tiglathpileser's 

Annals, I. 150), while Hoshea seems to have been an Assyrian appointee (Tig
lathpileser's small Inscription, col, I., ls. 15 ff.; cf, KA T,B 26+ f.). 
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(8) Hosea's mind dwells minutely on Israel's past history, 
which he interprets in the light of the situation of his own days.* 
This interpretation was carried forward, and became the basis of 
all later treatment of the past. This fact is one of the most sig
nificant in connection with Hosea's career ; and in the influence 
thus exerted he proved himself, perhaps, the greatest of Israel's 
prophets. We have four great interpretations of Israel's early 
history, that of JE, which, after all, is hardly an interpretation in 
the sense in which we now use that term; that of Hosea ; and, after 
him, that of the Deuteronomist and that of the priestly guild. Just as 
Israel is about to die, "Hosea sees the tenderness and the romance 
of the early history." t Did Yahweh select Egypt or Assyria or 
Phoenicia, all great nations ? No ; but Israel ( rr 1

). Yet her 
whole career from the "days of Gibeah" has been one of con
spiracy and bloodshed ( 1 4 513 7:i-7 10

9
) and rebellion against 

Yahweh (713!!). The purity of the early days has been lost (i0). 

Yea, from the very beginning the tendency to evil manifested 
itself ( r 2a..) ; while Yahweh has never ceased sending his mes
sengers with the call to repentance ( r 29r-). The prophet's point 
of view is clear; how can Israel, after the great favors shown her, 
exhibit to Yahweh such ingratitude? 

(9) Israel's immediate future is one of doom. Hosea has no 
bright message, for 141-s is surely late. t If we could assure our
selves that such passages as 1

10
-21. 14-16· 1s-211 J5 n 1or. were genuine, 

the case would be entirely different. Hosea saw more clearly 
than did Amos; and his hope for the future of Israel, based upon 
the divine love, was more tangible and definite; but he promised 
nothing. He contributed a conception of Yahweh which made 
such a future not only possible, but, indeed, probable; whether he 
supposed Northern Israel might still enjoy the divine favor is a 
question, yet it is just as questionable whether he transferred the 
hope to Judah. He taught the possibility of repentance and the 
true nature of repentance if it would be availing ( 2 2 54 66 

10
12

) ; 

but would Israel, accustomed to a fitful repentance, ever enjoy 
the true experience ? Hosea scarcely expected Israel's deliver-

* WRS. Propk. 183 ff. t GAS. I. 290. 
t Cf. Meinhold's attempt to separate the work of Hosea into two periods, in the 

latter of which predictions of exile and return may be found, e.g. us-n 141-8, 
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ance from Assyria's hand. It was too late. There was a pos
sibility, but it was only a possibility. Israel would not lift herself 
from the depths of degradation into which she had fallen. The 
future is altogether dark.* While Yahweh's heart was filled with 
love, it nevertheless burns now with indignation; so let the worst 
come ! "Shall I deliver them from the hand of Sheol ? Shall I re
deem them from death? Where are (i.e. come with) thy plagues, 
0 death? Where (£.e. come with) thy destruction, 0 Sheol? 
Repentance is hid from my eyes" (1i4). 

6. Hosea was more intimately acquainted with the nation's 
past than was Amos. At all events he makes larger use of it. 
On what authority did he depend ? The documents J and E 
were already in existence(§§ 8, 9), and Hosea must be supposed 
to have known them. 812 presupposes· his acquaintance with 
written laws such as the Decalogue and the Book of the Covenant, 
while the allusions in 9106 r280 might well be based upon the nar
ratives of J and E, though the possibility of oral tradition as the 
source is not excluded here,t and is probably to be accepted 
in the case of 813 93· 10 " 109 IIu r3H·. That he was in possession 
of information not contained in any documents now existing is clear 
from 118, and his independence of judgment concerning the past 
appears in r4 105• 

7. The character of Hosea's message has already been indi
cated in the character of the man himself. Whatever one was, 
that, also, was the other. Was the man a typical Israelite ? The 
message, as we have seen, was likewise a truly national expres
sion, since its content is the basis of all succeeding Israelitish 
thought. If Amos's message was universal, Hosea's was more 
narrowly national; if Amos's was ethical, Hosea's was religious. 
There is no lack of the tender and the spiritual element. "The 
two men are types of a contrast which runs through the whole 
history of religious thought and life down to our own days. The 
religious world has always been divided into men who look at the 
questions of faith from the standpoint of universal ethics, and men 
by whom moral truths are habitually approached from a personal 

• Cf. WRS. and Marti, EB. 2r25 f. 
t (;;f. D,. LO T. 6 123; Carpenter an<l Battersby, H,~. ;. XO'/, 
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sense of the grace of God. Too frequently this diversity of stand
point has led to an antagonism of parties in the church. Men 
of the type of Amos are condemned as rationalists and cold 
moderates; or, on the other hand, the school of Hosea are looked 
upon as enthusiasts and impractical mystics. But Yahweh chose 
his prophets from men of both types, and preached the same 
lesson to Israel through both."* 

§ 18. THE MINISTRY OF HOSEA. 

In an examination of Hosea's ministry let us prepare ourselves 
for something as different as possible from that of Amos. It will 
be the ministry of a poet, not a philosopher; of a man dealing 
with his own home and country, not a foreigner ; of a man living 
and working largely in privacy, rather than in connection with 
rulers ; of a mystic, not a moralist. 

1. His call, together with the message which he was to preach, 
came not in a vision, but in an experience, one of the saddest 
known in life. t As in most cases, long years were occupied in 
the communication of the truth which he was ultimately to preach. 
The experience was historical and psychological : historical in the 
sense that it had to do with external facts ; psychological in that 
it was more largely an operation of mind or soul, since both 
call and message were in reality a spiritualizing of an ordinary 
event, and an old tradition. We cannot be certain that Hosea 
did not have a vision of the ecstatic order; but there is no testi
mony which favors this, and all the facts are explicable without it. 

• WRS. Propk. 163 f. 
t To the suggestion (cf. A. B. Davidson in DB.) that Hosea was already a 

prophet when the first child was born (as indicated by the name Jezreel), and that 
at this time he had no knowledge of his wife's infidelity, and that consequently the 
experience had nothing to do with the call, it may be replied; (1) Unquestionably 
the prophet's knowledge of Israel's faithlessness and of Yahweh's goodness was a 
matter of historical observation; likewise, the relationship of Yahweh as husband 
was an old Semitic idea; but (2) Hosea's prophetic mission (including his call) 
was not merely to foretell a coming disaster (Amos had done this); it was much 
more than this, viz. to picture Israel's wicked ingratitude over against the love of 
Yahweh, which had been manifested through centuries in spite of this ingratitude; 
(3) the call to preach this message was one which only years of extNlrience and 
reflection made certain and definite. 
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As the crushing force of the home tragedy begins to touch this 
man, possessed of a deeply emotional and religious nature, he 
feels, in the very touch, a voice saying, "This experience of your 
married life is a reflection of Yahweh's experience with Israel"; 
and the voice that speaks is Yahweh's voice. It did not come 
in a single day, nor in a year; but extended itself over many 
years, becoming more and more distinct until he no longer 
doubted its tone or its truth. 

2. He seems to have presented his message in the ordinary 
way. Three or four details in the method employed may be 
noted: (r) He gives his children symbolical names, each of 
which conveys (to all who hear it) a significant teaching. In this 
method, as in many other points, Isaiah followed closely in his 
track. 

(2) He makes public recital of his disgrace and sorrow, not for 
the sake of sympathy nor with sensational motive, but because in 
no other way could he present his message. He thus employs 
a story (personal to be sure) through which to teach his fellow
countrymen. The unique thing is not the event itself, which is 
too usual, nor the story of the event, which in another's mouth 
would have been ordinary scandal; but the telling of it by him 
who was the victim of the situation described. That this pro
duced a profound impression is beyond any question, and this, we 
may well suppose, was the motive of the prophet in narrating it. 
Perhaps he wishes to explain just how he came into possession of 
the message (v.s.); but this, after all, was only to make the mes
sage itself more definite and more authoritative. 

(3) He preaches, as did Amos, discourses (in all thirteen) which 
were intended to persuade the people to accept the new point of 
view which he, at bitter cost, had attained. These discourses 
(v.i.), though modified by later insertions, yet more greatly by 
corruption of the text, still show the evidence of passion in their 
delivery. 

(4) Still another method of presentation was adopted after the 
example of Amos, when the prophet committed his addresses to 
writing, and thus secured their preservation for all time ( v.i.). 
The suggestion of Marti that these prophecies were never spoken 
in public, but were originally written and intended for private 
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reading among the people, lays too much emphasis upon their 
present form, and, in any case, finds insufficient basis in the mere 
fact that they consist of "poems which do not give the impression 
of having been popular addresses." Poetry was the most popular 
form of address before an Oriental audience. 

3. Hosea falls in with Amos in the new policy of political 
action. He holds no office, exercises no direct control. But 
more than this, he, like Micah, lives in an atmosphere more retired 
than that of Amos or Isaiah. The latter came into direct contact 
with the royal power, while the relations of the former were, at 
least, indirect. It was, in other words, a private rather than a 
public ministry. (1) His political views (p. clii) were more defi
nite, perhaps, than those of Amos, and they had to do more 
distinctly with home affairs. This fact, together with the un
pleasant prominence given him by his domestic relations, and 
especially the political character of the period (pp. cxli f.), made 
his work one of peculiar difficulty. The prophet must still have 
been accorded large freedom to have been permitted to speak so 
freely in times of such political confusion. (2) Hosea's readiness 
to differ from the prophets of earlier days, in reference to political 
matters, is noteworthy. To differ from Elijah and Elisha in con
nection with the J ehu episode was a daring thing to do, but it 
was even more remarkable that he should go back and pass an 
opposing judgment as to the division of the kingdom ( v.i.). His 
political ministry thus passes in review the national history of two 
centuries. Time has shown the wisdom of his position. (3) His 
attitude toward the prophetic policy of the past is no more severe 
than that which he holds toward the priests and prophets of his 
own times (i), (4) With his political attitude toward Judah is 
involved the question of the Judaistic references now generally 
assigned to a later date (p. clix). 

4. The chronological order of the various stages in the ministry 
of Hosea is not even as clear as in the case of Amos, since neither 
the structure of the book nor the external events make contribu
tions of a very definite nature. 

( 1) At the time of his marriage ( 7 50 B.c. ?) he was presumably 
a young man, and, if his occupation was that of a priest (p. cxlii), 
his mind had been dwelling on sacred things for many years. At 
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first hand he gained his knowledge of the evil practices o! his 
fellow-priests, and their close associates, the prophets. 

( 2) Within two or three years ( 74 7 B.c.) he has satisfied him
self as to the doom of Jehu's dynasty; this is announced in con
nection with the birth of his son Qezreel). He, doubtless, expected 
Israel's collapse to be contemporaneous. 

(3) Within six or seven years the tragedy of his life has been 
enacted ; the real call to preach has come ; the great message has 
been received; Jeroboam has died, and anarchy has set in; im
portant announcements concerning the future have been made (in 
the symbolic names given to the three children of his wife). 

(4) During the next six or seven years ( 742-735 B.c.), with his 
wife put away (for he cannot now live with her, however much he 
loves her), he preaches his impassioned sermons, breathing into 
them all the warmth and all the pain of an agonizing heart. 
These are the years of revolution and vacillation, of decay ap
proaching close to death, -years without any hope, yet with a 
faith in Yahweh that is strong and steadfast. 

(5) What next? We do not know. It is improbable that, like 
Amos, he left home and went to Judah, there to put his writings 
into form, and to include the Judaistic references which are in the 
present book.* It is probable that he was spared the worst agony 
of all, that of seeing Samaria in ruins and Israel carried captive. 
We have nothing from his lips or pen later than 735 B.c. (v.s.). 

5. The efficiency of Ho:;ea's ministry is even more clearly per
ceived than was that of Amos. The fact stated above (p. cliv) that 
Hosea's teaching forms the basis of subsequent Hebrew prophecy, 
the fact that these utterances produced so great an impression as 
to find preservation, the additional fact that they were so strongly 
felt as to require for their elucidation and interpretation the com
ments and amendments of later generations, prove an efficiency 
of service and a permanency of character of the highest order. 

§ 19. THE LITERARY FORM OF HOSEA. 

The corrupt state of the text of Hosea makes the study of its 
literary problems both difficult and unsatisfactory. 

"'Umb.,Ew. 
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t. The table on p. clx exhibits a view of the book as we now 
have it, with. (a) the larger divisions,* and (b) a separation of the 
original and secondary elements. 

2. The secondary passages t in the following table fall into four 
groups : ( 1) References in Hosea to Judah are for the most part the 
work of a Judaistic editor. The basis for this decision is found t 
in the fact that in the great majority of cases no sufficient motive 
can be discovered to explain their Hoseanic origin, while the 
motive of the later editor is clearly evident ; besides, these pas
sages in nearly every case contain phrases which are late, or 
interfere with the rhythmic structure. The principal cases are 
the following: 17, exempting Judah from the coming destruction 
(p. 213), the change of "Israel" to Judah in 510• 12· 13· H 64 10m 

123 <1>; 6110, threatening Judah withjudgment (p. 291); 814, coup
ling Judah with Israel in transgression (p. 324); 12H (nm), 
contrasting Judah's faithfulness with Israel's treachery (pp. 3 76 f.). 
While Kuenen is certainly too conservative in his treatment of the 
Judaistic passages, we cannot agree with Marti (p. 8) that Hosea 
never in a single case referred to Judah; one can scarcely con
ceive the possibility of such a thing. In 415 and 5~ there is noth
ing which demands a later origin. 

( 2) It is impossible to reconcile with Hosea's situation and 
declarations certain passages referring to Israel's future, the so
called Messianic allusions. The prophet plainly represents Isra
el's ruin as close at hand ( v.i.). Moreover, it is apparently an 
irretrievable disaster ( 139

) which is threatened. In any case 
death and Sheol are first to do their work (rJ14}, nor is Yahweh 
a man to repent (n9 1314). These passages, therefore, are en
tirely inconsistent with Hosea's point of view, and directly contra-

• There is no ground for the suggestion of Gratz ( Gesck, II. 93 ff., 214 ff., 439 ff.) 
that there are two Hoseas (chs. 1-3 and 4-14) with an interval of fifty years, for the 
great changes hetween the times of Jeroboam II. and those which immediately 
followed are entirely sufficient to explain the differences. Cf. Kue. Einl. II. 
324, who gives a brief list of expressions common to both divisions. 

t The integrity of the Book of Hosea was first impeached by Stuck (1828), 
who regarded 91-9 as displaced. Redslob (1842) rejected 46-7 74-10; Gratz (1853) 
made chaps. 4-14 late; while Sta. G VI. I. 577, prepared the way for Co., We., 
Che., Now., a.nd others. 

! Cf. We. ho!. 417; Sta. G VI. I. 577; GAS. I. 224-226; Co. ZA W. VII. a85-
a89; on the contrary Kue. Ei1'i, II. 322 f. 

I 
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ORIGINAL S:e:cONDARY* SOBJBCTf 

11 Tiu Sujurscription, 
ill-1. Sf. 17 Harlotry of Hosea's Wife. 
J1-4 35 Purchase of Gomer as a Slave, and her Retention "many days." 
2 ... ;. 10-14. 1,5.19 2H. 6.12.18 Israel's Harlotry and her Punishment therefor. 

28-9.16-17. 20-25. HI Later Voices describing Israel's Return to Yahweh, 

41-19 Yahweh's Contention with Israel on Account of Sins encouraged by the Priests. 
51-H Guilt of Priests and Pri»ces. 
510_77 611•. & 7• Fitful Repentance Insufficient to remove Guilt, 

7s_gs 8H Confusion of the Nations. 
84-8 •• 9. 11-13 88&.10.H Israel's Kings and Idols Displeasing and Destructive. 
91-8 99 Israel's Exile. 
910-17 Israel's Corruption. 

101.2.S--$ Id!- 4 Israel's Wickedness as Great as her I-rosperity. 
1o9· ll-Ha. 16 1010.10 Israel's Past History one of Sin. 
ul-8a.9b.l0a I 18b. 9a.10b. ll Israel loved by Yahweh as his Son, 
12lo· 2-4a. ~11 12H, ¼l>-1, 13. 14 Israel's Falsity and Faithlessness from the Beginning. 
1J1-ll Israel's Destruction Absolute. 
1J12-14l Ephraim condemned to Sheol, 

1411-9 Later Words of Hope. 
1410 The Lesson tq be learned. 

• This list includes only the more important of the additions and glosses. t Titles of later sections are in italics. 
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diet the representations which are fundamental in his preaching; 
nor can it be shown that they are spoken, either, to a different 
audience (viz. the faithful for their encouragement), or at a later 
time in Hosea's ministry.* Besides, they interrupt the logical 
development of the thought in particular passages (v. in loc.), 
and show a definite connection with the thought of later prophecy, 
This material is unquestionably from exilic times. 

The more important pieces are the following: 21-8 (r10-21), promising res
toration to Yahweh's favor, great increase of population, and the reunion ·or 
Israel and Judah under one king (pp. 245 f.); 28• 9 (6- 7-) describing the discipli
nary measures adopted by Yahweh to restore Israel to her senses (p. 236); 
2l&-l8{IH6), setting forth Yahweh's purpose to restore Israel to the purity and 
joy of her first love (p. 238); 220- 26 (ll!-2:1), picturing the universal harmony and 
prosperity that will prevail when Yahweh again betroths Israel to himself 
(pp. 241, 244); J5, announcing Israel's return to Yahweh and the Messianic 
King in the days to come (pp. 2r6, 223); 118o. 9.,. lob. 11, giving the assurance 
that Yahweh's anger is appeased and that he will recall the exiles from Egypt 
and Assyria (p. 372); 142-9 (1-Sl, containing a call to repentance followed by 
a description of the great prosperity and peace consequent upon the restoration 
to Yahweh's favor (pp. 408 f.). 

(3) A third group includes, as in the case of Amos (p. cxxxiv), 
phrases and sentences of a technical, archaeological, or historical 
character, inserted by way of expansion and explanation. 

Here belong, e.g. 413il, "for good is its shade"; 56, "with their flocks and 
their herds"; ?4, the comparison of the princes to an oven and a baker kin
dling the fire; 7160, "this their scorn"; 880, "as a vessel wherein none 
delighteth "; 910, "corn"; 99", "as in the days of Gibeah "; 910, "in its 
first season"; 1<>5, "on account of his glory because it has gone into exile 
from him"; I0110, " as Shalman spoiled Betharbel in the day of battle"; 
1214 (13), magnifying the prophetic phase of Moses's work; 1s40-1, presenting 
Jacob in a favorable light. 

(4) The fourth group will include miscellaneous glosses and 
interpolations for which, perhaps, no special motive may be 
<liscovered. As examples of the kind may be cited : 84, "that 
they may be cut off"; 8\ " how long will they be incapable of 

• Meinholdc 
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punishment"; g10. 14 91
"; 98 ", "with my God"; 9n, "enmity." 

(5) Ch. 1410 stands by itself, and is a product of the later wisdom 
period (pp. 416 f.).• 

3. The internal history of the Book of Hosea was perhaps as 
follows: -

( 1) Hosea himself prepared the collection of sermons (v.s.), 
together with the introduction explaining his call to preach. In 
this case the explanation of the call comes at the beginning (rather 
than, as in Amos, after the sermons of chaps. 3-6, or in Isaiah, 
after the sermons of chaps. 2-5) either because it was only a 1;1art 
of the book and had never been preached or made public, or"be
cause it was thought necessary to a proper understanding of what 
followed. ( 2) The fulfilment of Hosea's threats in the fall of 
Samaria (721 B.c.) must have given great prominence to the book 
in Judah; in any case it was known to Isaiah, who follows Hosea t 
in using the words i,,~ r1t1 (Ho. 511 = Is. 529), the thought of 
Ho. 108 in the refrain of his terrible prophecy on the day of judg
ment (Is. 2 10· 21), and the phrase C'i-,c c:,,i'lr;! (Ho. 915, Is. 1 28). 

(3) At some time, the book was worked over in a kind of Judaistic 
revision. This was not preexilic, occurring in the days of Josiah, t 
but post-exilic; § because (a) 17 is apparently inserted with refer
ence to the deliverance from Sennacherib, and its point of view 
presupposes the lapse of considerable time since that event, 
(b) the inclusion of Judah in gu reflects the disaster of the exile. 
(4) At a later time, following Ezekiel and Deutero-Isaiah, the 
Messianic insertions (v.s.) were made which entirely changed the 
character and function of the book. (5) From time to time 
during all these periods modifications of a less important charac
ter were incorporated ; and the book did not take its present form 
until the Greek period, since 1410 was probably not a part of it 
until that time. 

4. The general structure II of the book as understood by the 

• Cf. 3"s addition to 134 (p. 392). t Marti, p. 10. 

t Oort, Th T., 1890, pp. 345 ff. 
§ Marti. 
n Cf. Marti, who denies the usual division between 1-3 and 4-14 on the ground 

that (a) 1-3 are not from an earlier period than 4-14, (b) chap. 3 was not a part of 
the original book, (&) chap. 2 has more in common with 4-14 than with r and 3-
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present writer has been presented essentially above. It includes 
three or four propositions : -

(1) 12-9 J1-4 is a story, briefly and simply told, of the prophet's 
own family experience, narrated in part to make known how he 
came to see the message which he was to deliver to his people. 

( 2 ) 2-l-T. 10-14• 18· 19 is the prophet's suggestion of the meaning, 
obtained in the light of his own experience, in its explanation of 
Israel's situation. 

(3) Discourses uttered from time to time, put together without 
chronological or logical relationship,* - a group of thirteen, pre
senting, under varying circumstances, the double thought of guz1t 
and inevitable punishment (41-141). 

5. The external history of the Book of Hosea may be briefly 
traced. ( r) On its connection with other prophetic books, v. 
pp. cxlvii f. ; and on its more direct influence on prophetic 
thought, v. p. cxlvi. (2) In the apocryphal literature, Ecclus. 
4910 mentions the "twelve prophets," and it is quite certain that 
Hosea constituted one of the twelve. (3) Philo quotes Ho. 148 

and 1410
, while Josephus t speaks of Isaiah and " the others which 

were twelve in number," undoubtedly referring to the existing book 
of the twelve prophets. (4) In the New Testament: Ho. 2 25 is 
quoted in Rom. 9'lf,f. (where the prophet is mentioned by name); 
68 in Mat. 913 121 ; 108 in Luke 2J'!), Rev. 616 ; 111 in Mat. 2LI; and 
1314 in I Cor. 15155• (5) Its place in the Canon at the head of the 
Book of the Twelve is probably due to its comparatively large vol
ume. t Its right to a place in the Canon has never been questioned. 

• GAS. I, 222 (following Hi. and Kue. Einl. II. 3I9) exaggerates this charac
teristic when he says, "It is impossible to separate the section, long as it is, into 
subsections, or into oracles, strophes, or periods." Cf. Ew.'s division (for detailed 
refutation v. Sim. 30 ff.) into three parts, (a) 4-611 .. , God's arraignment of Israel; 
(6) 61U-<j, Israel's punishment; (c) 916-1410, review of early history, with words of 
warning and comfort. Also Dr.'s arrangement, (a) 4-8, dealing with Israel's guilt; 
(6) 9-ull, threatening punishment; (c) uH-1410, a fusion of the two preceding 
thoughts with a promise of hope. t Ant. X. 2, § 2. 

t Cf. the Babylonian Gemara, Baba Batnra, fol, 14 0-15 a: "The order of the 
prophetical books is Jos., Ju., Sa., Ki., Je., Ez., Is., the Twelve. Inasmuch as Hosea 
was the first, as it is written, 'the beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea• 
(Ho. 1 11), we should expect the book of Hosea to occupy the first place, at least of 
the four contemporary prophets, Ho., Is., Am., Mi. But because his prophecy is 
written together with those of the latest prophets, Hg., Zc., and Mai., he is counted 
with them" (Wildcboer's translation in Origin of t4e Canon of tlu 0. T., p. J3). 
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. E. AMOS AND HOSEA. 

§ 20. THE POETICAL FORM OF AMos AND HOSEA, 

1. The analogy of other ancient literature should have sug
gested long ago the probability that Israel's early prophetic litera
ture was poetry, and that its particular form was one adapted 
to its peculiar purpose and function. Its efficiency was deter
mined in no small measure by its capability of transmission. If 
we keep in mind not only the character of early literary effort 
among other nations,* but also the wonderful series of poetical 
pieces in the 0. T., beginning with Deborah's song (Ju. 5), we may 
not doubt that the old oracle-form would be followed by some
thing of the same kind, but higher in art, as well as in thought. 
One will expect a much larger freedom in form in pieces which 
were spoken rather than sung, and likewise a greater variety. 
This it is that occasions the chief difference between prophetic 
poetry and psalm poetry.t 

2. As far back as 1813 a beginning was made by Kosters t 
ia pointing out the indications of strophic formation. In 1840 
Ewald § used the word " strophe " in describing the divisions of 
a chapter or piece of prophetic diction. In 184 7 Baur recognized 
the presence of strophes in Amos, chaps. 1-4. Schlottmann, in 
1884, presented a treatise on the strophic structure in Hebrew 
poetry; and in 1887, Charles A. Briggs, in a series of articles, II 
opened up the subject more widely to the English-speaking world. 
The publication of Muller's Die Propheten in ihrer ursprung
lichen Form (1895)1 aroused a new interest in the subject. He 
recognized the existence of strophes as divisions according to 

• The poetic character of ancient literature is illustrated by the Gilgamesh epic 
of the Babylonians and the Homeric poems of Greece. 

t Sievers, M,trische Studien, I. 93. 
t Das Buch Hio6 und der Prediger Salomos nach iknr strophi.rchen AnordnunK 

ii/Jusetzt (1813). 
§ In Die Proph,ten tks Allen Bundes ( tst ed. 1840). 
O Hebraica, IV. 161 ff., 201 ff., being a development of the chapter on Hebrew 

Poetry in his Biblical Study (1883). 
'II Followed in 1898 by his Strophenoau und Responsion, in the preface of which 

Zenner ( Chorgestinge im Buche der Psalmen, 1896) is charged with appropriating 
the idea and the terminology first used by Muller. 
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the thought, but maintained further that a new element existed 
which bound the strophes together in a discourse, just as parallel
ism bound together lines in a verse. This he called Responsion.• 

Before seeing Muller's work, and Zenner's (1896) somewhat 
similar arrangement of Am. 1 2-216, the present writer had pre
pared and given to his classes the scheme of strophic structure 
(for Amos) presented in this commentary. The first chapters 
were published in January, 1897, and later the entire book in 
August, September, October, 1898.t The structure of Hosea as 
here presented, although finished in 1898, was first published in 
part in October, 1900. t 

Contributions to the structure of Amos came very frequently in and after 
1900. (1) Elhorst (1900), supposing the book to have originated between 
638 and 621 B.C., advanced the view that it was written in two parallel col• 
umns, the strophes alternating between the columns. Since both of bis 
premises are wrong, the results do not prove satisfactory. The theory as to 
the date presupposes the essential unity of the book, and no additions are 
recognized. The column theory involves many transpositions, few of which 
improve the present connection, while some are distinctly inferior. In ad
dition, irregularity in the length of lines is a marked feature of the arrange-

• " In a case of responsion completely carried out every line of one strophe 
corresponds to its fellow in the next strophe either with verbal exactness or in 
thought, as a parallel or an antithesis" (Muller, Di~ Propketen, I. 191). "Along 
two lines the thought endeavored to modify the form; on the one hand in that 
responsion appears only partly made evident, though always in the same position, 
i.e. in corresponding lines; on the other, in that it exhibits itself not in parallel 
fashion and in like words, but through antithesis and through like-sounding or 
similar words, which re-emphasize in a greater or less degree the same or similar 
thoughts" (ibid. I. I92). While this theory, which has failed to gain general 
recognition, contains much that is interesting, and, in some cases, may really cover 
the facts, two serious difficulties oppose the acceptance of it as a widely prevailing 
feature of the early poetry, viz. (1) the arbitrary measure assumed for lines, the 
line in each case being made as long or as short as the theory demands, e.g. in 
one strophe (Am. 3~12) are found heptameters, hexameters, and trimeters; in 
another (Am. 77-9) are found hexameters, pentameters, trimeters, and dimeters; 
(2) the utter indifference of the author to the universally acknowledged results 
of lower and especially higher criticism. 

t See AJT. I. (January, 1897), Tke Biblical Wol'ld, XII. (18g8), and the 
entire text with a parallel translation in my Structure of tM Text of IM Book of 
Amos (Decennial Publications of the University of Chicago, 1904). 

t AJSL. XVII. 1-15; the remainder of the text (chaps. 4-14) may be found in 
AJSL. XX. 85-94, XXI, 1-21; and the corresponding translation in Billli&al 
World, December, 1904-
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ment. (2) Lohr (19or) presents a scheme which bas much in common 
with that of this commentary (cf. e.g. the two treatments of 1L:i8 and 
710-17). But his fundamental premise that the original order of the book bas 
been much broken into and disturbed seems unwarranted. The transpositions 
suggested do not justify themselves ( cf. e.g. his third address J1-LI 41-..!1 84-H 
91--la), (3) Sievers (1901) * gives a treatment of Hosea 1-2 and Amos 1-3, 
which brings out the possibilities of the poetic form in so far as this concerns 
the metre, i.e. the tone-phrase, the line, and the period. He practically 
ignores the strophic structure, although recognizing its existence (pp. 123 ff.). 
This treatment is peculiarly defective in its failure to take into account even 
the most commonly accepted modifications of the text. (4) Condamin (July, 
1901) adopts Zenner's choral system, and arranges the text of Amos (with 
the exception of 26-411 68-J11) in a series of strophes occurring constantly in 
the order: strophe, antistrophe, alternate strophe, supposed to have been 
chanted by two choirs alternately. In addition to the self-evident defects of 
the theory per se, Condamin gives no attention to the results of historical 
criticism, and shows an indifference to keen logical analysis ; e.g. 51-6 cannot 
be brought into close relation with 51- 10--1~. (5) Baumann (1903) proceeds, 
upon Lohr's theory of the present disorder of the Amos text, to reorganize it 
into five addresses (v.s.). Aside from the unnecessary transpositions involved 
in the arrangement, this work is characterized by its careful application to 
the entire text of Amos of the metrical principles worked out by Sievers. 
( 6) Marti ( 1903) bases his commentary on the strophic structure of the 
book, but bas such frequent recourse to glosses and interpolations as to 
render bis poetical structure very uncertain. The shattering of 3L614 into 
fourteen fragments of addresses, and the treatment of the visions and the 
historical episode as mere prose, can certainly not be justified. (7) Nowack 
(August, 1903), in the second edition of the Hand-Kommentar adopts Bau
mann's presentation, but makes no practical use of the structure in his com
mentary. 

Contributions to the structure of Hosea have not been so numerous. On 
Miiller (DH.),t Sievers (r901),t Condamin (July, 1902),§ and Marti (1903), 
the same general statement may be made as that already presented concerning 
their respective treatments of Amos (v.s.). As a matter of fact, only Miillcr 
and Marti have really given any adequate consideration to this question. 

3. The standard unit in the system of Hebrew Poetry, as it is 
now most generally understood, may be called the fool, or tone
pltrase, i.e. a word or combination of words having a single beat 

• See his Studien zur Hebriiiscken Melrik, pp. 46J-7r, 473--9. 
t Cf. Die Propketen (1896), chaps. 5, 6, 10; Stro;kmbau (1898), chaps. 2, 4, 7. 
t op. cit., pp. 466--70, where chaps. 1 and 2 are treated. 
§ Revue Bi6/i(jue, XI. 386--9r, a rearrangement of chap. 3, 
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or accent. The possible varieties of the tone-phrase are four, 
viz. : a word (accented) of one syllable, thus, L, Wtt ( r') ; * one 
or two words making two syllables with the second accented, thus, 
_£..., .,~~ (18) or c~1rcu (15); one or more words making three 
syllables, with the second or third accented, thus, _ .L _ or 
__ L, r,_~::r (18), ,,:i·r~ (1¼); one or more words making 
four (or more) syllables, with the third or fourth accented, 
thus, __ .L _ or ___ L, 1•:it,1e·r,1e,;,r,, :i;1·ri~,n~ ( 1u). 

It is to be noted that (1) the essential thing is the tone, the 
number of syllables being a matter of no consequence. (2) The 
Maqqeph plays an important part in combining two or even three 
words into one. (3) In any effort to express the rhythmic move
ment of a line, much care must be given to a consideration of the 
details connected, e.g. with Segholate forms (in which the helping 
vowel does not count in forming a syllable) ; the use of S•wa, 
which may or may not count as a vowel and thus form a syllable; 
the treatment of particles (prepositions, conjunctions, adverbs, 
negatives, pronouns, etc.) as proclitics and enclitics ; the recession 
of the accent for various reasons ; the pausal forms. 

4. The line, in Hebrew poetry, is usually a combination of 
two or more tone-phrases. The possibilities of line-structure are 
numerous. Those most frequently found in Amos and Hosea are 
(a) the dimeter, made up of two tone-phrases, e.g. 16•·1b 6u•. 
The dimeter is found, for the most part, either as a shortened 
(i.e. brachycatalectic) trimeter (110 2 84), or in a combination of 
two dimeters, thus making a tetrameter (21•• 4 410·"), or in the 
Qinah-measure (521i.<1.s,.,.o.•). (b) By far the most common 
movement is that of the trimeter, consisting of three tone-phrases, 
e.g. :,,•j, c,it·ci, ,r,), (15"), ,uitiei, t,itr,•~ 1K~ (4h), u,-r,1e, ~,ro 11t'"1"1 

(51ta). (c) Rarer combinations of tone-phrases are of four, i.e. 
tetrameter, with a caesura! pause after the second (J12"' 5:u;•) ; 
jive, i.e. pentameter (290), in most cases to be taken rather as a 
combination of 3 + 2 or 2 + 3; six, i.e. hexameter (v.i.), which 
is either 4 + 2, 2 + 4, or 2 + 2 + 2 (5 19

b). 

5. The poetical period (ordinarily called parallelism) consists 
of two or more closely connected lines. We find a variety of corn-

• The examples cited are from Amos, unless otherwise indicated. 
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binations; e.g. (a) The most common period is the bi-trimeter, 
i.e. double trimeter (1 2 44), which, in some cases, may easily be 
reckoned an hexameter (J4·5). (b) Much rarer is the bi-tetrame
ter, i.e. double tetrameter (41 c. ci 710· c). (c) Quite frequently 
there is used the combination of 3 + 2, rarely 2 + 3. This is the 
so-called Q1nah-measure (pp. 108 f.). (d) Other combinations 
are that of 4 + 3 (5 154· b), rarely 3 + 4 ( 613

), 4 + 2 ( 680• ci), as well 
as 3 x 2 (i.e. triple di meter) ( 6140

). 

6. The strophe is a combination of periods, or of periods and 
lines, which, in every case, constitutes a logical unit.* A variety 
of combinations occurs: (a) Groups, consisting only of periods, 
of which there may be two (34· 5 5°), three (51s-20• 21- 24. 26-~, four 
(Ho. 2u·), five (s1· ior. i2-iu1-11), or six (Ho. 41-3 51-3). (b) Groups, 
consisting of periods and independent lines, in various combina
tions, e.g. bi-trimeter and trimeter, i.e. 3 + 3 and 3 (1°•) or 
bi-trimeter and dimeter, i.e. 3 + 3 and 2 ( 1 15), or three bi-trime
ters and a trimeter (Ho. 1 rli-7, etc.). (c) Groups, consisting oflines 
and periods, in combinations like those given above, e.g. a trime
ter and five bi-trimeters (Ho. 91

·•), a trimeter and a bi-trimeter 
(Am. t16

). 

It is to be noted further concerning strophes, ( 1) that in 
Amos the six-line strophe occurs most frequently, while the four
line strophe is next in order of frequency, and no strophe exceeds 
ten lines. In Hosea, on the other hand, the strophes are, as a 
rule, longer than in Amos, twelve lines being not an uncommon 
length, while eight-, nine-, and ten-line strophes are of frequent 
occurrence. ( 2) In a few cases the strophes are indicated by 
external signs, e.g. Am. 1 and 2 by the recurrence of certain 
introductory and closing formulas ; in Am. 4-1-18 by the recurrence 
of the refrain ; but in the remaining cases the thought is usually 
so distinct and separate as to render the strophic division com
paratively certain. 

7. The many introductory and concluding expressions must be 
considered, each on its own merits. - (a) It is frequently a ques
tion whether the introductory words relating to the utterance t 

• Cf. Sievers, pp. r34 f., who, however, lays greater emphasis upon the necessi!J 
of formal resemblance. 

t E._f', 'lCk'I (Ho. 14 31), •; 'lCH n~ (Am. 18 s3a). 
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should be treated as a part of the poetical form, and consequently 
as one of the lines, or tone-phrases. It does not seem possible to 
lay down an absolute rule, as is done by Baumann.* In Am. 
1 s. 6· 9· u. i3 2 1· u it matters little whether these words are counted 
or not. In Ho. 1 2·u, 3 they stand outside of the strophe. In 
Am. 311

•
12 ?1°· 11

•
12

•
14

•
11 they can scarcely be omitted. (b) There 

is the same question in the case of such introductory phrases as 
"Behold, the days are coming" (8110 918), "hear this word, etc." 
(s1 41 51 84

). (c) The same question arises concerning similar 
phrases at the end. Some omit them entirely,t as in 1 5· 8 2 18 

J13• 15 48 89• Others retain them. t 
8. A splendid example of the refrain occurs in Am. 44-lll, in 

which five strophes close with the words, "But ye did not return 
unto me-it is the oracle of Yahweh." Cf. Is. 98-10' (which was 
probably modelled after Amos); also Ps. 396

• 12 426. 12 4i 46<4J 8• 12 

49lll· 21 5 76
• 

12 5g6· 12· 
18

• Something approaching to a refrain is seen 
in Ho. 53 610

, "Thou, 0 Ephraim, hast committed harlotry, and 
Israel is defiled." 

9. Textual criticism has found a great ally in this new work 
of metrical and strophic structure.§ Evidence of this appears 
in every recently published commentary. A new criticism has 
arisen, distinct from the textual ( or lower) and from the historical 
(or higher). We may call this the strophic (including metrical) 
criticism. By the application of this criticism, (a) introductory 
and concluding formulas will be thrown out, e.g. 1 6· 8 2 16 315· 13; 

(b) glosses and variants are detected, while repetitious phrases 
and unnecessary adjectives are given their proper place, e.g. 
5 23 78 0 82 a. 13 ; ( c) lacunae are recognized, e.g. 2 10· 13 J2 4 1· 

11 5 6 71 81 ; 

(d) additions made merely for explanation or by way of ex
pansion are separated from the original text, e.g. 1 14 d 2 12

• 31· 9 • 

43· 7 "-n.sa.IOb 516'; while (e), as the most important service of all, 
the great divisions of thought are clearly marked ( v.s.). This 
criticism, while "lower" (having to do with the form) is also 
"higher," since it is largely a logical criticism. 

• Following Sievers, §§ 240-246. t Sievers, Baumann. 
t Millier, Condamin, Lohr. 
§ Cf. Sievers,§§ 240-246; Da. 0. T. Propb. 242 f. 
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§ 2 I. THE LANGUAGE AND SlYLE OF AMOS AND HOSEA, 

Reference has already been made to the character of the lan
guage of these earliest prophets, as also to certain alleged Aramai
cisms in Amos (p. cxxxviii), and in Hosea (p. ex!). The general 
characteristics of the style of Amos have been noted (pp. cxxxix f.). 
It is entirely in accord with the sentiment of modern scholarship to 
designate the language of both Amos and Hosea as classic Hebrew. 
This becomes much more clear in Hosea's case, when one separates 
from the original Hosea the secondary material that belongs to a 
later age ; and especially when the original text of the separate 
pieces appears in its clearness and logical unity, after excluding 
the elements which, by their interpolation, have given an entirely 
wrong conception, as against the straightforwardness and lucidity 
of Hosea's method of expression.* 

1. Concerning Amos, in particular, certain facts of a linguistic 
character deserve consideration. Among these are : -

(1) Those elements which point to a fully developed, and, indeed/ 
thoroughly artistic style, viz.: (a) the rhythmical flow of the language, which 
moves on easily and smoothly in stately periods; this rhythmic factor is very 
marked and furnishes one of the strongest arguments for the poetic character 
of the book; (b) the use of chiasm, e.g. 26,14 47 5~.10.24 68-12 70.11 812 91; 

(c) the occurrence of paronomasia, e.g. 56 81 710; (d) the employment of 
assonance, e.g. 216b 41 67 91, 

( 2) Those instances of phraseology or syntax which are either rare or very 
frequent, viz.: (a) rare phrases and constructions are seen in the 'use of 
the accusatives i:,-,JI (312) and o,i-,.i, (48); the construction of the numerals 
in 58; the sequence of tenses in •mt::1t1:'ll and "1•t::1t11t (47a), ',,tt, (49), and 
11',,1t1 (r); the various usages of 7 in Jllllll', 1.:i-,:, (44), ni:-',i:,\, ••• -,.-,.:i', (44), 

n•.:ii:-',, (84), and ·u1 f't:lp:,', (86); the adverbial use of •pin Oli'"tl (72-S); the 
use of 7 with the direct object as in Aramaic (68 89); the use of l with 
n•"1N in 521 (only here and Ex. 3<>88 Lv. 2681; in Is. uB probably a dittograph); 
and the phrase', 11N\.:,o in 527 (only here and Je. 2219 Gn, 3521), 

(b) Among the favorite phrases and constructions are the following: The 
use of the participle is frequent, especially in descriptions, where it furnishes 

• Cf. on the one side, the clearness and smoothness of 131-n, which has preserved 
its original form with only slight corruption ; and on the other, the confusion of 
chap. 12, as found in ;!lltl!t, and the obscurity of chap. n, due to its corrupt text. 
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a convenient substitute for a relative clause, e.g. 27 310.12 41, 11 53, 1.10. 12. 18 

61- "- '· 6, 6.1.12 Si. u 91 ; elsewhere it is used as a vivid substitute for a perfect 
or imperfect, e.g. 2 18 51 68.14 f · 8· 16• The idiom ,,v •ptm1 Ni, occurs in 78. l3 SS 
(cf. 52 Sil). The rhetorical question is made use of in 33-ll. B 5ro, 25 @2,13 ga 97; 

and conciseness is attained by the use of the circumstantial clause with l'N 
in 3l,6 511.6. 

(c) Examples of words, or usages of words, which are rare or frequent, e.g.: 
(a) words found only in Amos*: o,',Vl, 26 86 (in dual); i''llf1 and i''JIC, 21•; 

',,::i and i''e!r:, 312; mill (used of women), 41; msn, (in this form), 41; 
l"IUS and :,;,,, 42; r,,-,,c (fem. pl.), 42; 1n, 518 ; ',llw, 520 ; n,-,s)I (in pl.), 5!11; 
c•o,D:i, 65; ,r,,rc (used of wine), 66; c,c·c,, 611 ; it>r,',:i, 71; 1JN, 77; 0,1::i, 

,14 ; :,pr,it>J (in Niph.), S8; 0'~1¥?, 97 (pl. of this form only here). To these 
may be added words found in Amos, and only once elsewhere: o•iN, 714 ( 11) 
2 K. J4; 110n, 29 Is. 131; ,, ::ip;, 412 2 S. 1210 ; -,;i., 511 (86) Ps. 7216 (elsewhere 
-,~); CMJC:"I, 63 Is, 666; nr-,!!, 67 Je. 165; C'Jli':l, 611 Is. 229; ,::,,, 71 Na. 317; 
::i,',,, Sl, 2 Je. 527 ; CJ)SJ, 91 Jo. 28 (in similar sense); and also words found in 
Amos, and only two or three times elsewhere: mi;n, 18 Is. 2827 41 16 Jb.4122; 
,•or, 213 Mi. 412 Je. 921 Zc. 12!1; :in,i, 310 (in fem. sg. only here and Is. 5911; 
in fem. pl. Is. 2610 3010); c•p;:,, 312 ( only occurrence outside of P); ll'NJ, 410 
Is. 343 Jo. 220; ,,w, 411 Is. 7i Zc. 32; J1',::ic, 59 (ptcp. only here; cf. Jb. 921 
1020 Ps. 39H); 0'1Nnc, 518 (ptcp. only here and Pr. 134 Nu. uM); c•n,0, 64. T 
Ez. 176 2315 Ex. 2618 ; p::i;c, 64 IS. 2824 Je. 4621 Mai. 320 ; •rJ, 71 Dt. 18' 
Jb. 312J Ps. 72&; pn:i,, for r,ns,, 79-16 Je. 3326 Ps. I059; :"IJ!l',pnn, 818 (in Hithp. 
only here and Jon. 48 Gn. 38li); ll'MJ, 98 (in mythological sense, also Is. 271 
Jb. 2618); :i;,1,tu, 96 (in Qal only here and Je. 51H Nu. u 2); c•:1;1if->p, 97 (this 
form of pl. only here and Gn. I014 1 Ch. 1410). 

(/J) Favorite words and ideas are the following: Expressions for the 
poor andnudy, viz. JNN, 26 512 8•· 6; c,',,, 26 41 511 85 ; c•uv, 27 41 84• Words 
for justice, righteousness, viz. l!l!l:l'l:'1 s1· LI. 24 612; npis, 57· 24 612• Expressions 
for destruction, viz." send fire upon," 14, etc.; "kindle a fire," 1H; "cast fire 
on," 58; "break the bar," 15; "cut off inhabitants, etc.," 16- 8 28; "go into 
exile," 1°-16 5•· 27 67 711, 17; "turn my hand against," 18 ; "slay," 28 410; "visit 
upon," J2· 14 ; "the sword," 410 79• 11• 17 91; "famine," 811 ; "end is come," 82; 
"groan," 213 ; "smite," 315 49 611 91; "taken with books," 42; "send pesti• 
lence," 410 ; "overthrow," 411 ; "hurl down," 52 ; "pass through the midst of," 
517; "day of calamity," 68 ; "deliver up," 68; "crush," 614; "lay waste," 79; 
"darken the earth," 89; "put mine eye on them for evil," 94 ; "destroy," 9s. 
Titles of the Deity, viz. Yahweh (33 times), Lord Yahweh (15 times), 
Yahweh God of hosts (418 514-llt 'ZT 68b.14b), the Lord (77- 8b 91), thy God (412), 

God (411). 

2. Concerning Hosea, in particular, notice may be taken of 
the following phenomena : ( 1) Certain characteristics of linguistic 

• Cf. Carrier, Hebra,ca, V. 135 f. 
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usage that indicate his possession of a mature and well-formed 
literary style: (a) While the rhythm of Hosea is on the whole 
inferior to that of Amos, there being many passages in which the 
movement is halting and broken, yet there are portions of which 
the rhythm is as marked and fine as that of Amos, e.g. g1-a 1J1·0• 

(b) Chiasm is of comparatively rare occurrence, hut is definitely recog
nized and employed, e.g. 44-9.13<1.• 53a.b fb.c 10Ha.b, 

(c) A number of cases of paronomasia occur, e.g. l:,11)1"11' (14), i,11 l"l'J (415 1o&), 
)1Jil' "1llJJ IJIJll'l"I l:,111 (416), ll"1ll and 0'"1llll (89), '"1ll and 0'"1llll (916), ll'"1ll' and 
D'"11lll (1316), 1.:iil', and Jil' (9B), .:iw in two senses (II6), l:,Jl:,J and c,l:,1 (1212), 

IIJC in two senses (129). 

(d) Assonance appears in 2 7 (repetition of suffix'), 3'' 41 (repetition of 
r11), 41&. 51 (nllm ••• nil nll'l"1ll l"lit>"1, also c,.own l"lnv), 8a 961 (c"1spn D•"1JD 
D"1Jj'l"I 'JO), 1ol· 2 (m.:iso and n,nJitl), g16 (D•"1"1D C;'l1'"\V). 

(2) Syntactical usage, phraseology, and vocabulary: (a) Rare 
and irregular constructions are common in the Massoretic text 
of Hosea, but many of them disappear when the text is properly 
corrected (pp. clxxvi f.). 

Among those still remaining are: the ellipses before mo.:il:, (211) and 
nl:,m (72), the omission of the object of lll"I' (54), the force of 10 in c,o n.:i~J1 
(68), the construction of c,,1,1 (69), the force of':, in 11•sinS (913), use of I:, with 
direct object (1012 u 3), the force of Jin 1"1T)1J (139), the construct followed 
by relative clause with relative omitted ( 12), the gender of nn,11 (419), ,l:,.:i 
with a participle (78), use of I:, expressing time at which (96), and the use 
of the jussive ']DIN (915). 

(b) Among the favorite constructions of Hosea are his use of asyndeton 
(more frequent than in ,my other 0. T. book), e.g. z13. H 46,. 1.10. 11.18 56. s.10. 11.16 

68. 10 712- 16 96. 1. 9.16 rnl. 2b. 6. 110.1a n4; the frequent introduction of clauses by 

nr,p, e.g. 416 57 72 83,13b 1o2" 132 ; verbal apposition, 16 511, 15 64, and the fre

quent use of )'N ( especially with the meaning without), 3& 4 41 52· H ,7· 11 87 1J4. 

(c) Hosea's vocabulary is extensive and varied; though speaking 
almost continually upon the same subject, he is ever finding new 
words in which to express his thought. Hence the number of 
" favorite " words is comparatively small. 

Among those most frequently occurring are: C'llll (12 2' 412 54), l"IJ! (1 2 27 31 

410. 11. 12.13. 14.13 58 610 91), "1j)ll (14 zlo 49.14 818 97· 9 128), l/'"l' (210 53,4. 9 68 79 

82,4 92,7 ll8 124.6), 1')11 (4168.6), ~Ill (31 42.13,14), mv (216 46 814 1J6), ll!ln 
( 4 7 811 129 132), n11r:::n (4 8 91.9 109 1312), 1,;, (4 8 5; 71 818 91.e rnlD 129 xJ12), 

Clt'll (416 516 1o2 131 141), llCta (58 610 98.4), "10M (41 (jl, 6 1012), 
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Among the rarer words and forms in Hosea may be noticed those that 
occur nowhere else, viz.: 1n'? (32), i"l'llllt-tl (~), :imw (21!1), :,r,,',n (215), :,n',:iJ 
(212), n;,JI (518), 1'1J1'V (68, in this sense), ,,,:in• (78, in this form), 1'1j,"'ll (7•, 
intransitive), "\rt> (713, as particle of denunciation), C'JJW (86), ,:i;i:i:, (818), 

n0tiw0 (98), 1,p:i (101, intransitive), C'llt-t en', (92), 'J"'IJI' (w2, in this sense), 
,n,J"'ln (u8, in this form), nm:iv (u4, in this form), nn"'I (131), m:iw,n (1J6), 
iuc (138), cni (13li), t-t•"'ID' (1316), c,n, (76, in this form), "1,w, (1o'1, in Po.), 
,,,,w (ul, in Hiph.), 11 (716), ,i:,:, and m,, (89), w,p, (98), c,pos (9B), 1'171'"'11'1 

(141), 
Of words that occur not more than three times outside of Hosea there are: 

•lt'•lt'N (31 Ct. ,zt;f. 2 S. 619 1 Ch. 168 Is. 167), i"l"'IJN (32 Jb. 627 4oOO Dt. :z6), 
"1Plt' (27 Ps. I02lO Pr. 38), D'llll (12 24·6 412 54 Ez. 2311. 29 2 K. 922 Na. 34), 

:ip, (512, in this sense, Jb. 1328), ,no (513 Je. 3013), 1:J:iS, (4H Pr. 1o8- 10), 

:,,,1,)111' (610 Je. 1818), :,n,l) (711 Jb. 52), ,,.,o, (44 1a6 Zp. 14 2 K. 2J5), !JC 

(118 Gn. 1420 Pr. 49), Ji'JI (124a. 8 Je. 98 Gn. 2786), c,,,,r.in (1216 Je. 626 3116), 

n,, (911 2 K. 198 Is. 378 Je. 1321), "'IJJU!l (1J1B Is. 378 2 K. 19B), Jl:lp (1J1B 

Is. 281l Dt. 3224 Ps. 916), 1:,11 (1316 Gn. 412• 18 Jb. 811), ,,,i (1011l Je. 48), i•J 

(1012 Jc. 42 Pr. 1328), "'11U1' (1014 Is. 3J1, in Hoph.). 
Of other uncommon or poetical forms may be cited : the archaic ending p 

(916 ull 132), •innw• (516 68), /'11'\l)lD (ST), ,o,,, (88), ,,ci,c (4B), lf1J;"IN (1oll), 
CNP (1014), 10J (i 812 1J7), r,,':,i,c (101), 

It cannot be maintained that the peculiarities of Hosea furnish 
any considerable data toward the hypothesis of a Northern dialect 
as distinguished from the Southern. 

§ 22. TEXT AND VERSIONS OF AMOS AND HOSEA. 

1. The text of Amos is as well preserved as perhaps any text in 
the Hebrew Bible, the number of unintelligible passages being 
remarkably small (cf. J1° 49 56 61.2 ?2), 

The text of Hosea, however, is one of the most corrupt in the 
0. T., the number of passages which almost defy interpretation 
being extremely large. Among these are 418 52

·
8

· 11·
15 68·

5
· 9 ?2·6. 12

•· 16 

gh. 101, 98. 13 10s.9.10 II2.s. 1. 91,10 129.12 rJ1· 9, 10. M 14a\ Hosea's repu-

tation for obscurity is due in large measure to the corrupt form in 
which the text of his message has reached us. That this corrup
tion began at a comparatively early date is evident from the fact 
that some of the errors of .ilffi!C appear already in @, e.g. 7120, 

tl';TP.,:P, lv ry aKofj; 716, t,~ ~6, Eis 0110&; II 
9
, ,•p~ Ni:itc, Eluu..w<roµ.at 

ds 'ITOALP, For the restoration of the original text much help may 
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be derived from the versions, but in many cases resort must be 
had to critical conjecture. 

(I) In the correction of :Pl{W, 6 is most helpful. That the textual basis 
of 6 is different from :Pl{l!l: appears from the large number of cases in which 
the reading of 6 cannot have come from :Pll!l:, e.g. Am. I 15, ic1:,, o! lepe,s 
ain-wv=1•i:i.:i; 211, c•pic, 0..a.,Sov=n;,.~; Ho. 217, :iipn, 1T11vetr,v ain-,js = :,~rn;,(?); 
810, MIVllt', .-oi) xplew = MIVll0; 418, CN::ZD "1D, vper11To Xavavalovs. 6's render
ing was evidently made before :Pl{l!l: had become the standard text. The 
character of 6's rendering is in general the same in Amos and Hosea as 

elsewhere.* The translation of Hosea seems to be inferior to that of Amos, 
but this is probably due, in large measure, to the greater difficulty of the text. 
Sometimes 6 is very free, e.g. Am. 39,10.11, mJtl'\M, xwpa.,; 521, 'JJl::Z n•'\M "~• 

ol, /1-1/ otT,Ppa.v(JC, 8vtrlas iv .-a,s 1ravriyvpe1T,v iJµwv; Ho. 27, ,,,,,rv, 1r&.v.-a ~tra µ,o, 
,ca8,j1m; 518, n~~,,,, ,ra.l d.1rltr.-ELXn, 1rpi1T,Sm; in other cases excessive literal
ness is aimed at, e.g. in Am. 72-5 the synonyms n~D and ~,n are differentiated; 
518, :ir :io~, tva .-£ avrri; Ho. 21, "11VN c1po::i, iv .-,j; .-61rtp ou; the idiom 11', 

'l.ll •p0111 is regularly rendered, ou µ,11 1rpotr8,juw, K,T .X., e.g. Ho. 16 916 I 32, etc. 
Inaccurate renderings are of common occurrence, e.g. Am. 61, C'llMlt', itov9e
J/0Vtr,; 312, :,~o !'1ND.:J, ,cadvavn .-,js <j,vX,js; Ho. 910, :i'\1.:i::i.:i, ws trKor6v; 711, 
,it", /ielXam; 511, ~,11,:i, -1/p~a.-o; 76, )IV', inl"J'OV ive1rX,ju8ri, 

Occasionally ignorance of the meaning is shown by resort to transliteration, 
ei{, Am. 11, c•ipi::i, iv' AKKa.pelµ,; and, perhaps, 312, v,y, lepeis, 

When due allowance is made for the errors of @, there still 
remain many passages in which its text is preferable to ffim;. 
In this commentary @ has suggested corrections of ffim; in 
Am. 2 1.1ob J5· 9 48. 10 59. 20 gnb Ho. 2 s 44. 10.19 5s. 11.1o 61. 8. s. 9 i· s. 120. u g12 

92. 9. 13. 14 10s. 12. 13b. !Ji I 1 2. 3.1 I 2 2. 3. 9 iJ2· 4, 5. 6. 1, 9, 10. U 14s. 9
0 

(2) The remaining Greek versions present the same characteristics in 
Amos and Hosea as elsewhere,t (a) Aquila's pedantic literalness is illus
trated by Am. I 2, ,Spvx,jtrrra,, JMIV; cf. 6 i,P9h~a.-o; 2 16, ,ca.1 cl ,caprepos 
,caplila.11 ain-ou iv ouva.-oi's 'YV/J-IIOS <j,e6{e.-a.,; Ho. 2 18, lxw11 µ,e = ,SpJ ; 51a, 

/i1,ca.troµ,e110• =.:ii•; 818, 9vtrlas ,Pepe q,lpe = •JnJ:, •n:n. His fondness for 
transliteration is frequently indulged, e.g. Am. 528, r,a.,SXC,r, trou, i•SJJ; 71, .-,js 
,y&.~s .-oG {Jau,Xiws, •o:, 'lJ; 212, Nai"a,palovs, c•i•TJ; cf. 6 iJ'Yiatrµlr,ovs; 610, 

riuvxw8f/'T,, N~ ,, DM; Ho. 99 and rnt0, where npJl:'1 is transliterated, though 
6 translates it in both cases. • A. also translates many proper names, cf. e.g. 
Ho, 416 58- 13 918 Io6, u. His etymological tendency crops out often, e.g. 
Am. 310, ~p96'1'f/TLI, :in,l; 71, 6,jnµos, ii,p,. The rendering of Aquila presup-

• See especially Swete, Introduction to the O. T. in Greek, 315-41. 
t See Swete, Introduction, 29-58. 
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poses a text different from Jl(m; in very few c&.ses, e.g. Am. 13, 11i:i:, for H1:i; 

410, '!)HJ for 'l)HJ1 j 83, a! trTpO,P<"f"fES = IW'l•i, ffl'Q!: n1''1'1U j 88, tl'KE'lf'Gtl'81jtl'E'Tat 
for nn',J.l; Ho. 117 1:zll• 9 131• The version of Aquila is thus of little value for 
the correction of fflm:. Readings of Aquila have been adopted only in two 
cases, Am. 410 (omission of, in c:i!lH.:n) and Ho. 117 (',; for 'l1 of ;f.lflm:), both 
of which have the support of other versions. 

{b) The version of Symmachus is the very opposite of Aquila's in that 
it strives after an expression of the idea in pure and graceful language rather 
than an exact and literal reproduction of the Hebrew. Examples of this 
freedom may be found in Am. 18 41 512, While using fflm: as a basis, 2:. 
shows familiarity with 6, 'A., and especially 0. He exhibits, however, a 
certain amount of independence, His rendering involves a different textual 
basis from jf(m; in Am. 1U 410 88 (all agreeing with'A., v.s,); 59, ll'J' for 
H1J'; 511G, np~ for n~.D; 61, D'-?~ll'.' for 'Ji'J; and Ho. 31 7u.go11•· 1 1:z11, 12 132, 8, 

Readings of :&. have been adopted in Am. 410 511G 61 Ho. u 7 (two), in only 
one of which, viz. Ho, n 7, i:itt'"!i?:. is any independence of other versions 
exhibited. · 

( c) Theodotion's version is a revision of 6, and of practically no inde
pendent value for the correction of fflm:. That he had the Hebrew text 
before him is evident from his frequent transliterations, e.g. Am. 11, iv vwK~8nµ, 

D'.,i'JJ; 77, aawva1, ,i,11. In no case does he furnish a text independent 
of both 6 and jf(m;. He supports the readings adopted in Ho. 918, 1'H; 
105, ,1v, ; n 7, l:>ir, 

(3f The fragments of the Old Latin version are of much value for the 
correction of 6, The version is on the whole a literal translation of 6, but 
presents many variations in agreement with the recension of Lucian. Its most 
significant departure from jf(m; and 6 is in Am. 11 (q.v.). Little use of it 
has been made in this commentary, since it was not accessible till the textual 
work was practically finished and much of it in type. 

(4) The Syriac furnishes a fairly careful and accurate rendering. In 
general it follows 6, but shows frequent independence, e.g. Am. 111 follows 
jf(m;; 11° takes c~,o as proper name; Ho. 3' 210, 20 4' 518 @O. It presupposes 
a different text* from fflm: and 6, e.g. in Am. 111, 14 ~ 10. 10 J2· 6.11.1346, 9 511 

61· a.1 7s g1. a., Ho. 11 32 46. 7. 12. 18 5.., 7 69, 10 7u. s. u go 91 101. 10 n'· a 121. 2. 6. 10. 12 

13L 10. 15, Its readings have been adopted in preference to fflW or 6 in 
Am. 111 311 510 61 Ho. 41. l2c.19 61 'f' go 91 n• 1:z:i. a. 19, 

(5) The Targum of Jonathan is a paraphrase rather than a translation, 
and is characterized by its adherence to the letter of the text, and by its 
theological point of view, e.g. all anthropomorphisms are carefully removed. 
Consonantal departures from ffl'Q!: are of rare occurrence, variations from the 
vocalization of ffim; being more frequent. No emendation has been adopted 
on the basis of m; independently of 6 and other versions. 

(6) The Vulgate follows ffim; very closely, but sometimes borrows Greek 

• For details see textual treatment in commentary. 
m 
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renderings. The literalness of 'A. is sought after at times, but, as a rule, the 
translation is made with considerable freedom, and this, together with Jerome's 
imperfect knowledge of Hebrew, which not infrequently caused him- lo err 
(e.g-. Am. 521, revelabitur, 'JJ:1; 61, factio, l'\1"10), and the uncertain state of 
]il''s own text, renders ]ii an ~nsafe guide to the original text. No readings 
have been adopted here on ]il''s authority uncorroborated by that of other 
versions. 

2. The following transpositions have been made : ( 1) In Amos: 21, 

::JN10 J1Nll'::J no:,, follows ,-i;i,', ( 2 1); 27 follows 2 8, and 29 follows 210; 211 b fol
lows 2 12; 2 16, 010:, ::i:i;, exchanges places with Clli)7 in 2 16; 216" follows l!l':>c, N':> 
in 2 1H; J16 follows 311 ; 5sa follows 51; 58<, ':>N"III'' n•::i':>, follows :,110 J"\NJ11:ii; 

5h follows 54 ; 57 precedes 510 ; 58, lllll' :,1:,, is placed at beginning of verse; 
68• follows 67; 610 follows He; 83 follows 89• 

(2) In Hosea: 2 10- 11 arc connected with 2 7; 21' follows 211; 218 precedes 
21•; 2 19 is joined to 2 16 ; 4H<i follows 41 ; 412 "· 1, precedes 411 ; i 2 ' precedes 
711; gH precedes 864; 98 comes between 9hnd6; 916 follows 911; 912 < follows 
915; 107 comes between 10Baand 8b; 1213 is connected with 121b; 1216 comes 
between 1211 • nd 12; 1440 follows 148• 

3. The errors of ;ftlm; may be classified as follows : (I) Changes in 
vocalization: Am. 27 84, c•~~f.li:, for c•~Nf!:I; 2L'l", l!l~i;i; for ti~~~;. 526, l'H~i;, 

for n~?; 61, •;i~1 for c•:;,~)::,; 83, n,,,~ for ni"l!f, and 1'~tff::t for 1?lf'~; 910, 

l!l•!!:I for !U!n, and c•-,~D for CJi1l;i Ho. 511, rmdiz for i'!?'Ji, and r11, for }';Ji"lj 

518, I'\:;)~: for :,ry~~; 68, l'\':j\' for :in~j 76, C()!?K for cry~!:'; 712 •, Cl:.'/?:~ for Cl°!l/c~i 
714, ~,10~ for 1;;0;; 84, -lii'V, for •11:>v,; 86, c•·Hlf •:;, for c•:;,1~f; su., 'J'.11'n for 
'Q~in; 98, :,~i for :i11~; 99, inlJ~ for ir,Q~; toll, i''zi;i for i'~i;i; Id>, r,1',~~7 for 
':>Jt, and t;J'f for 't?;;; 1o9, J"\Njli;' for nN,!:!, a_nd ':>v. for •~v,; us, lN7~ for •i:c7~; 
II4, •p•·w~ for Cl'"1!?~, and tl~1 for tl!:'p 117, .,,. for ':,j,, and ll'\~';1~~ for i:,~,"'!~!; 

122, :ir~ for l::1~!, and ':,~i• for 1':,:;,1,; 129, 'Y.'-1; for l'Y,'J;, and ~!:' for N~; 

131, NlfJ for K•t4; 132, 'IJ;ii for c•n;ii; 136, lJ1?t for Jtl::it; 137, -iud~ for "llWtt; 
139, :Jl;t)~ for :ii;r;i'f'; 1J16, o•i:,15 for in~, and ldi::J!1 for "'";!'!], and "\JIN for iJiN; 

I 43, Cl•°J~ for '"1~• 
(2) The consonantal corrections may be grouped under: (a) Incorrect 

division of words: Am. 612, c•"lj'::J::J for Cl' -ip:i::i; 72, :,':,.:, CK :,,:,, for NI'\ ,:,,, 
n':,:,c; Ho. 4•, ,;:i,;o:, 1ll))I for ,,,c,, •0311; 52, D•tllV l'\l:lnll'l for C11!)11'1'\ J"\n!Vlj 

61, lK'Sl) 11:,J ,n111:, for lMK'SIJJ 1:i ll"lnll':,; 66, "11N 1'tll)!l'l) for "\lN:i 'IOl)ll'l); 81, "\lt'J::J 
for ill'J ,,; 86, c•:::a:i::> •::a for c•:i::1111,; I 12, c:i•JDCI for en •Jllo; 122· a, ::i,,, ':>:ii• 
for ,,, ,a,,,,. 

(u) Dittography and haplography: Am. 5s, 111N:i for 111H, and n,::i for n•::i::i; 
58, :,':,,':, for :,':,,',',; 511, c:ioitt1:i for c,0,:i; 62, c:i':>::iJo c':>1::iJ for c:i,::iJ c':>1::iJt1; 
77, 1lH no,n for :it11n; 83, o;i ,,,11>:, for i':>iv,,; su, ,,::i, for ;::i-,; Ho. 38, •JN for 
•ll'N; 46, c,,:, for Clll'; 418, ,,:i lJl'\N for 1::i:iN; 419, CJ"\11'\llO for 'TlllJ; 58, n•::i for 
n•::i:i; 811", Ntin':> added; 91, pi dittog. of J"IJ; 94, c;i':, for con',; 918, J"II'\ ':>N 
for m,:i':>; 11•, 1•n)'1,1 for •n)'1-i1; u4, ',J7 for ',310; 129, JlJ: for Jlll':,; 1212, c,,,e, 

for c•-ilt'':>; 132, ,n,r for D•"IIV':> c•n::ir CJ); 139, ,:, for •:,JN; 148, •:ii:'• for l::11!"', 
and ,,n, for ,,n,,. 
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(c) Confusion of , and , : Am, z7, :i"1J.'J:i for nivJ:i; 516, •Jill for J'l"1M; 
Ho. 418, 011:ic "1D for 0•11:io ,o; 72, 1,c11• for ,,op•; 71!1.•, cn,v, for cn,:r,; 714, 
,,,un, for ,,,ur"; 92, CJ.'"1' for cvi•; 918, ,,:r, for ,,:r,; 1ol8, 1:i"li:i for 1:i:i,:i; 
1212, c•"11lt' for c•ilt'I:>; 135, i•np,, for ,,n,v,. 

(d) Confusion of II and v: Am. 68, ::i11no for ::ipno; Ho. 5B, :inv for :in11; 
72, 1"1011• for 1,cp•. 

(e) Confusion of sand w: Am. 56, n,:r, for nS!t'•; Ho. 511, 11 for 11,rv. 
(f) Confusion of iv and w: Am. 21, ,,iut, for ,,wt,; Ho. 52, c•t:liu for C•t:lzl; 

912 •, ,,1to:i for ,,,w::i. 
(g) Confusion of , and , : Am. 59, 11,::i, for 11•::i•; Ho. 918, ,11, for ,,:r,; 

1J1°, 1'1:l.D'Z'l for 111:l.D'Z''l; 129 and 149, ,i, for ,i,. 
(h) Transposition: Am. 312, ,,::i for ,:i,; Ho. 52, •JIil for !'Ill; 78, 1no111• 

for 11'\111c•; 1oll, ;-n',p for n,1v; 1J10,M, •n11 for :,,11. 
(i) Confusion of :i and:,; Ho, ,1, •11.0,:, for •11.0,::i; 712•, pelt', for p::1111::i; 

94, 1J"1J.'' for 1'"1JI'. 
(j) Omission or insertion of 11; Ho. 48, 11e011c111 for 10110111; 516, ,oe-11• for 

10111•; 86, nJi for nJ111; rnt•, :it"JI for :irvv11; u 8, cnp for cnp11. 
(k) Confusion of suffixes; Ho. 28, ,,.,, for :i,,,; 412•, nprm for ci,n:i; 87, 

,i, for n,; 92, n:i for c:i; 125, lJDP for 1cp. 
(/) Omission or insertion of copula.: Ho. 46, •n•oi for ·,1; 61, 1' for 1•1; 

86, 111:i, for ·:,; 810, c•,iv for 'lt'l; 122, n,,:i, for ·,::i; 128, ,p.0,1 for ·.0,; 120, 

lJlH.::n for 'IIJ, 
(m) Theological change: Ho. 718, ',i, 11, for ,v::i,; 910, nrv::i for ',i,:i, 
(n) Miscellaneous corruptions: Am. 211, no1 for nc:i; J6, n.0 for 'l.D; 49, 

n,::i-,n for ,n:i,n:i; 59, ilt' for '1Jlt'; 512, c:,•n11t:11'\ for c:,•11t:1n; 910, u•ip:i for 1J•ip; 
Ho. 19, c:,', for c:,,:,l:,11; 47, ,,011 for ,,,o:i; 41°, 11,.0• for ,s,n•; 58, ,,,nN for 
,,,,n:,; 69, -,:in for 111::in; 610, ·11', n1J1 for ·11 n•Jr; 72, c:i:i,, for -,:i; 78, 1:i,p 
for ,,i,:i; 714, cn1,,lt'o for c111n:nc; 810, 1,n,1 for ,,,n1, and 11rvco for nlt'co; 98, 
1:,',n for,,,,, and "\lt'D for ,,v11, and ·:,', ,one for ·:i •icno; 97, n1-1r::,n:, omitted; 
918, n',1nlt' for ll'llt'; 101, Mllt'' for 11•Jlt''; 1<>5 11•J• for 11•n•; 1o8, nJlt'J for nv:i; 
1012, •.01 for ,,.0,, and :,-,,,, for ,.,D; nil, 'lJi, for ,,,; u 6, NI:> for ,,; 118, 
c:i•n1:ri,cc for c:i,,:r::ic.:i; n 7, •n:i1e-c, 0•111,n for ,,n:1111>0::i •J1-1Sn, and 11, in• 
001,, for ,en,, ,,n 111n; ui, 111.:i11 for ciN; ui0, ,,n11 'l'J1J for ,,11, "1J1l'; 122, 

'llt'l for N111>1; 1z6, ,11 for n11; 12s, p11>9I:> for .:ti'P'; 1212, ,i,l:>J 011 for ·l:>J:,, and w, 
for llt'J1; 132, CJ1.:tn:, for cm1on:i; 139, •::i for •o; 1J10, ,,,p ',:,:i for ,,,111 ',:,,; 
1J1', c•n11 l'J for 1n11 c•c J':t:i; 148, p, for p:, ,,,.,,. 

4. The more important special studies on the text of Amos and Hosea are: 
Vollers, "Das Dodeka.prnpheton der Alexandriner," ZA W. III. (1883), 
219-72; Zeydner, "Bijdragen tot de textkritiek op het 0. T.," ThSt. IV. 
(1886), 196-207; Sebok, Die syrische Ue/;ersetzung d. zwiJlj kleinen Propheten 
und ihr Verhiiltniss zu dem massoretischen Text und zu den iilteren Ueber• 
sttzungen, namentlich den LXX. und dem Targum (1887); Treitel, Die 
Alexandrinisdie Uebersetzung des Buclies Hosea (1887; only chaps. 1-3); 
Idem," Die Septuaginta. zu Hosea," Monatsschrift fur Geschichte und Wisun• 
sdiaft des Judent4ums, 1898; Schuurmans Stekhoven, De Alex.- Vertaling van 
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lut Dodekapropheton (r887); Patterson, "The Septuagint Text of Hosea 
Compared with the Massoretic Text," Hebraica, VII. (r89r), 190-22r; H. 
Graetz, Emendationes in plerosque sacrae Scripturae Veteris Testamenti libros, 
secundum veterum versiones nee non au.xiliis criticis caeteris adhibitis. Faui
culus ucundus Ezechidis et duodecim prophetarum libros etc. continens ( 1893); 
Bachmann," Zur Textkritik des Propheten Hosea I.-VII.," Alttestamentliche 
Untersuchungen (1894), 1-37; Loftman, Kritisk undersokning af den Maso
retiska tu:ten till prof. Hoseas bok (1894); Torrey," On the text of Am. 5211 
61·2 72," JBL. XIII. (1894), 61-63; Idem, "Notes on Am. 27 610 gs r10," 
ibid., XV. (r896), 15r-154; Ruben, Critical .Remarks upon Some Passages 
of the Old Testament ( r896); Oort, Textus Hebraici Emendationes quibus in 
Vetere Testamento Neerlandice vertendo usi sunt A. Kuenen, J. Hooykaas, 
W. H. Kosters, H. Oort; didit H. Oort (1900); W.R. W. Gardner," Notes 
on Certain Passages in Hosea," AJSL. XVIII. (1902), r78-83; Bewer, 
"Text•critical Suggestions" (Ho, 121 4U, etc.), JBL. XXI. (1902), 108-r4; 
Idem, "Critical Notes on Am. 2 7 84," AJSL. XIX. (1903), n6 f.; Hirscht, 
"Textkritische Untersuchungen iiber das Buch Amos," Zw Th. XLIV. ( 1903), 
11-73; Muller, "Textkritische Studien zum Buche Hosea," SK. r904, 
pp. 124-26; and W. 0. E. Oesterley, Studies in the Greek and Latin Ver
sions of the Book of Amos ( I 902); Idem, "The Old Latin Texts of the Minor 
Prophets, I." (Hosea),Journal of Theological Studies, V. (Oct. 1903), 76-88. 
These last two studies are of especial value in the effort to determine the 
original text of 6, but were not received in time to .be of material assistance 
in the preparation of this volume. 

§ 23. LITERATURE ON AMos AND HosEA. 

Of the older commentaries the more important are those of 
Jerome (t 420A.n.), Aben Ezra (t u67), Kimchi (t 1230), Luther, 
Calvin, Pococke (on Hosea, 1685), Mercerus (1698), Gebhard 
(1737), Harenberg (Amos, 1763), Manger (on Hosea, 1782), Yater 
(Amos, 1810); Stuck, Hoseas Propheta (1828); Maurer (1836); 
Hitzig (1838; 3d ed. 1863); Ewald (1840); and Umbreit (1844). 

From 1845 to 1880 may be mentioned: Baur, Der Prophet 
Amos erkliirt (1847); Dilsterdieck, "Beitrage zur Erklarung des 
Propheten Amos," SK., 1849, pp. 869-914; Simson, Der Prophet 
Hosea erkliirt u. ubersetzt (1851); Kurtz, Die Ehe d. Propheten 
Hosea (1859); Linder, "Bemerkungen tiber einige Stellen im 
Propheten Hosea," SK., 1860, pp. 739-49; Pusey, Minor Prophets, 
I. (1861); Lowe, Beitriige zum Verstiindniss des Propheten Hoseas 
(1863); Ewald, Propheten d. Allen Bundes (2d ed. 1867; English, 
:i;875) ; Wtinsche, Der Prophet Hosea ubersetzt und erk/art mit 
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Benutzung der Targumim u. der judischen Ausleger ( 1868); Hen
derson, The Book of the Twelve Minor Prophets (1868); Schmoller, 
Exposition of Hosea and Amos in Lange's Bibe!werk ( 1872 ; 
English translation of Hosea by J. F. McCurdy, of Amos by 
T. W. Chambers, 1874) ; Duhm, Die Theologie der Propheten 
(1875), 109-41; Houtsma, "Bijdrage tot de kritiek en verkla
ring van Hozea," ThT. IX. (1875), 55-75; Hermann," Exege
tisch-kritische Bemerkungen zu einigen Stellen aus Hosea," SK. 
III. (1879), 515-7; A. B. Davidson, "The Prophet Hosea," Exp. 1 

IX. (1879), 241-64; Tottermann, Die Weissagungen Hoseas bis 
zurersten assynschen Deportation erlautert (1879). 

During the last twenty-five years much attention has been 
given to the Minor Prophets in general, and more to Amos and 
Hosea in particular. The list of works includes: Oort, "De 
profeet Amos," ThT. XIV. (1880), u4-59; Nowack, Der Pro
phet Hosea erkliirt ( 1880) ; Buhl, "Beitriige zur Erkliirung des 
Propheten Hosea," ZKW. 1881, pp. 227-35; W. R. Smith, art. 
"Hosea," Enc.Er.XII. (1881); Keil,.ilft'norProphets,in Keiland 
Delitzsch's Biblt'.rche Commentar, I. (1866; 2d ed. 1873; transl. 
1880, 2d ed. 1888); Hitzig-Steiner, Die zwo!f kleinen Propheten 
erk/art ( 4th ed. of Hitzig's Commentary, by Steiner, 1881) ; W. R. 
Smith, Prophets of Israel ( 1882 ; new edition, with Introduction by 
Cheyne, 1895); Scholz, Commentarzum Bue he des Propheten Hosea 
(1882); Hoffmann, "Versuche zu Amos," ZAW. III. (1883) 87-
126; Brull, "Beitrage zur Erkliirung des Buches Hosea," Jahrb. 
f. jud. Geschichte u. Litteratur, 1883, pp. 1-62; Cheyne, Hosea, 
with Notes and Jntroducti'on (Cambridge Bible, 1884) ; Sharpe, 
Notes and Dissertations upon the Prophecy of Hosea (1884); 
Gunning, De Godspraken van Amos (1885); Zeydner, "Het 
Vaderland van Amos," Stemmen voor Waarheid en Vrede, 1886, 
pp. 548-53; de Visser, Hosea de Man des Geestes (1886); 
Comill, "Hosea 121," ZAW. VII. (1887), 285-9; A. B. David
son, "The Prophet Amos," Exp.2 V. (1887) 1 161-79; VI. 161-
73; Mitchell, "The Idea of God in Amos," JBL., Dec. 1887, 
pp. 33-42; Orelli, Die zwolj kleinen Propheten (1888; transl. 
by J. S. Banks, 1893) ; Schuurmans Stekhoven, "Het Vader
land van Amos," ThSt. VII. (1889), 222-8; Sayce, "The 
Book of Hosea in the Light of Assyrian Research," JQR. 
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1889, pp. 162-72; Bachmann, Praeparationen zu den kleinen 
Propheten (1890); Zeydner, "Nog iets over den profeet Amo_s," 
Stemmen voor Waarheid en Vrede, 1890, pp. 613-34; Oort, 
"Hozea," ThT. XXIV. (1890), 345-64, 480-505; Idem, "Het 
Vaderland van Amos," ThT. XXV. (1891), 121-6; Kirkpatrick, 
Doctn'ne of the Prophets (1892; 3d ed. 1901), 83-142; Well
hausen, Die kleinen Propheten ubersetzt und erkliirt ( 1892 ; 3d ed. 
1898) ; Lagrange, "La nouvelle histoire d'lsrael et le prophete 
Osee," Revue bibl£que, I. (1892), 203-38; Smend, Lehrbuch der 
alttestamentlichen Religionsgeschichte (1893; 2d ed. 1899), 179-
86, 204-18; Michelet, Amos oversat (1893); Mitchell, Amos, 
an Essay in Exegesis (1893; 2d ed. 1900); Billeb, Die wich
tigslen Satze d. alttestamentlichen Kritik vom Standpunkt der 
Propheten Amos und Hosea aus betrachtet ( 1893) ; Driver, art. 
"Amos," Smith's Dzdionary of the Bible (2d ed. 1893); Kirk
patrick, art. "Hosea," ibid.,- Beer, "Zu Hosea XII.," ZA W. 
XIII. ( 1893), 281-93 ; Boehmer, "Die Eigenart des Heilspre
digt des Amos," SK., 1893, pp. 35 ff.; Guthe, Translation and 
notes in Kautzsch's Heilige Schrift d. A. T. (1894; 2d ed. 1896); 
Valeton, Amos en Hosea. Een hoofdstuk uit de geschiedenis van 
Israels godsdienst (1894; German, 1898); N. Schmidt, "On the 
Text and Interpretation of Am. 5i.1-27," JBL. XIII. (1894), 1-15; 
Paton," Did Amos Approve the Calf-Worship at Bethel?" ibid., 
8o-g1; Comill, Jsr. Prophetismus (1894; English, 1898), 37-55; 
Skipwith, "Note on the Order of the Text in Hosea 1-3," JQR. 
VII. ( 1895), 480 ff.; Oettli, "Der Kultus bei Amos und Hosea," 
Greifswalder Studien (1895), pp. 1-34; Tesch, Setzt der Prophet 
Amos autoritatives Gesetz voraus 7 ( 189 5) ; Paton, " Notes on Ho
sea's Marriage," JBL. XV. ( 1896), 9-18; George Adam Smith, 
The Book of th1 Twelve Prophets, I. ( 1896) ; Loftman, Kom
mentar till prof. Hoseas bok (1896); Nowack, Die kleinen Pro
pheten ubersetzf und erkliirt (1897; 2d ed. 1903); Cheyne, 
"Notes on Obscure Passages of the Prophets," Exp.6 V. (1897), 
41-51; Itkm, "A New German Commentary on the Minor Proph
ets," ibid., VI. (1897), 361-71; Volz, Die vorexilische Jahwepro
phetie und der Messias ( 1897) ; Budde, "Die Uberschrift des 
Buches Amos und des Propheten Heimat," in Semitic Studies in 
Memory of Rev. Dr. Alexander Kohut (1897)t 106-10; Driver, 
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Joel and Amos (Cambridge Bible, 1897); Seesemann, Israel und 
Juda be£ Amos und Hosea, nebst et"nem Exkurs uber Ho. I-J 
( 1898) ; Hartung, Der Prophet Amos nach dem Grundtexte er/dart 
(1898); Volz," Die Ehegeschichte Hosea's," ZwTh. 1898, pp. 321-
35; Taylor, art. "Amos," DB. I. (1898); Cheyne, art." Amos," 
EB. I. (1899); A. B. Davidson, art." Hosea," DB. II. (1899); 
Vetter, "Die Zeugnisse der vorexilischen Propheten uber den 
Pentateuch; I. Amos," Theologische Quartalschnft, 1899, pp. 512-
5 2 ; Vienney, Amos de Tekoa, son epoque et son livre (Dissertation, 
1899); Elhorst, De Prophetic van Amos (1900); Giesebrecht, Die 
Geschichtlichkeit des Sinaibundes untersucht ( 1900); Muss-Arnolt, 
"Amos 526 <21

-
21

)," Exp.6 II. (1900), 414-28; Houtsma, ThT. 
XXXIV. (1900), 429 ff. (review of Elhorst); W. R. Smith and 
K. Marti, art." Hosea," EB. II. (1901); Procksch, Die Geschichts
betrachtung be£ Amos, Hosea und Jesaia (1901); Budde, art. 
"Amos," Jew. Enc. (1901); Oettli, Amos und Hosea, zwei Zeugen 
gegen die Anwendung der Evolutionstheorie au/ die Rtligion Isra
els (Beitrage zur Forderung christlicher Theologie, Jahrgang 51 

Heft 4, 1901); Grimm, Liturg£cal Appendixes in the Old Testa
ment (1901), 60-78, 88-93; Day and Chapin," Is the Book of 
Amos Post-Exilic?" AJSL. XVIII. (1902), 65-93; Nowack," Die 
Zukunftshoffnungen Israels in der Assyrischen Zeit," in Theo!o
gische Abhandlungen (Festgabe fiir H. J. Holtzmann, 1902), 33-
59; Riedel, Alttestamentliche Untersuchungen, Heft I. (1902), 
1-36; Boehmer, "Die Grundgedanken der Predigt Hosea's," 
ZwTh. XLV. (1902), 1-24; Halevy, "Le livre d'Osee," Revue 
Semitique, X. (1902), 1-12, 97-133, 193-212, 289-304; Idem, 
"Le livre d'Amos," ibid., XI. (1903), 1-31, 97-121, 193-209, 
289-300; XII. (1904), 1-18; Meinhold, Studien zur zsraelitischen 
Religt"onsgeschichte, I. Der heilige Rest ( 1903), 33-88; Cheyne, 
Critica Biblica, II. (1903); Marti, Dodekapropheton (Kurzer 
Hand-Commentar z. A.T., 1903); J. A. Montgomery," Notes on 
Amos," JBL. XXIII. (1904), 94-96; R. F. Horton, The Minor 
Prophets, Hosea-Micah (The New-Century Bible, 1904); von 
Ryssel, art. "Hosea," Jew. Enc. (1904). 

Literature on the poetical form and the text is given in con
nection with §§ 20 and 22, pp. clxv f., clxxvii f. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF ISRAELITISH LIFE AND 
THOUGHT DURING THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 

ISRAEL'S HERITAGE FROM CENTURIES PRECEDING 933 B.C, 

PRE-PROPHETIC RELIGIOUS 
ACTIVITY 

The Song of Deborah (Ju. 5). 

Nathan's Parable (2 S. 121-•). 

The Blessing of Jacob (Gn. 49). 

The Oracles of Balaam (Nu. 23, 24). 

The Stories of Creation, the Deluge, etc. 

The Song of the Exodus (Ex. 15, earliest 

form). 

The Patriarchal Traditions. 

Traditions of the Conquest. 

State Annals. 

Traditional Customs. 

The Order of Seers. 

The N ebhi'im. 

The N azirites. 

The Institution of the Kingdom. 

The National, or Patriotic, Spirit, 

The Life and Work of Samuel. 

The Prophet Nathan. 

Gad, the Seer. 

The Oracle, Ephod, Teraphim. 

EXTRA PRE-PROPHETIC RELIGIOUS 
ACTIVITY 

The Book of Jasher (Jos. 1013 ; 2 S. !18). 

The Book of the Wars of Yahweh (N 
21" r.). 

Jotham's Fable (Ju. 97 r.). 

David's Lament over Saul and Jonathi 

{2 s. !17 "·). 

D:,ivid's Lament over Abner (2 S. 333 1 

Early Proverbs (1 S. 1011 r.; 2413), 

Popular Riddles (Ju. 141<-18 ; 15'8), 

Ancient Folk-lore. 

Ancient Legends and Songs-e.g.: 
Lamech's Song (Gn. 4'" r.). 

Song of the Well (Nu. 21171•), 

Ancient Laws (e.g. 1 S. 302• '·), 

Religious Institutions--e.g.: 

Sacrifice, 

Feasts. 

The Sabbath. 

Clean and Unclean. 

Circumcision. 

The Ark. 

The Priesthood. 

Local Sanctuaries. 

The Temple. 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF ISRAELITISH LIFE AND THOUGHT (933-721 B.c.). 

DATE 

---------------11 RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY II CONTEMPORANEOUS HISTORY 

I I ISRAEL PROPHETIC I EXTRA-PROPHETIC SYRIA, MOAB, ETC. i ASSYRIA AND EGYPT I 

POLITICAL EVENTS 

JUDAH DATE 

933 Disruption of 
Rehoboam 
Wars between Judah 
Shishak invades Ju
Abijam 

the Kingdom 
Jeroboam I 
and Israel 
dah and Israel 

Ahijah (I K. 11: 29) 
Shemaiah (l K. 12: I Golden Calves 

22 f.) 
929 
916 

Wars between Judah I and Israel 
Asa 

912 Nadab 
War a:,;ainst Philistia 
Baasha 911 

Wars between Judah I and Israel Hero- stories in 
Judges 

c.890 Asa appeals to Damas- cus for aid against Is
rael 

Nazirites 

885 

875 

872 

854 

853 

850 

843 

842 

836 

c.830 

814 

800 
797 

795 

c. 785 
783 

765 
763 

745 
742 

739 
738 

736 
735 

734 

730 

c.725 

'124-721 
721 

Baasha loses territory 
to Syria 

Elah 
War against Philistia 
Zimri 
Omri 
Civil war; factions led 

by Omn and Tibni 
Tibni slain 
Omri builds Samaria 

NEBHl'IM 

Pre-prophetic soci
eties 

Long peace between Judah and Israel , 
Ahab , Elijah (876----850) 
Alliance with Phceni- I Early world-stones 

Jehoshaphat 
cia ' 

Wars with Syria 

First contact with As
syria; Battle of Kar
kar 

Judrean Decalogue 

Jehoshaphat a i d s I Ahab against Syria 11 Micaiah hen Imlah 
Ahaziah 

Jehoshap,hat aids 
Jehoram 
Revolt of Edom and 

Libnah 

Ahaziah 
Ahaziah aids Joram 
Ahaziah slain by Jehu 
Athaliah 
Joash 

Joram 

Joram against Moab 

War against Syria 
against S~ia 
Joram slain by Jehu 

Je§\~alm~~~~:H to 

Joash gives tribute to I HazaeJ .smites Gilead, 
Hazael of Syria Gad, etc. 

Amaziah 

Jehoahaz 
Syria's long oppres

sion of Israel 

Jehoash 
Victories over Syria 

War against Edam 
Jehoash smites Jerusa-1 War with Amaziah 

!em 
Uzziah , 

Jeroboam II 

Syria expelled from 
Israel 

Total Eclipse ot Sun\ on June 15, visible in 
Syria 

Jotham 

Ahaz 
Judah invaded by 

Ahaz sends tribute to 
Tiglath-pileser 

Zechariah (6 months) 
Shallum (1 month) 
Menahem 

Menahem send" trib-
utetoTiglath-pileser 

Pekahiah 
Pekah 
Pekah and Rezin of 

Syria 
Tiglath-pileser de-

ports inhal.itants 
of Gilead, Galilee, 
and Naphtali 

Hoshea, an Assyrian 
Vassal 

Hoshea rebels against 
Assyria 

t:ir:,rt~~~[!a 

Elisha (850--800) 
Early Saul and Da

vid stories 
JI (850-750) 

PJ~h~~!s re:~~~~~ 
Rise of Rechabites 

Book of the Cov
enant 

Elijah-stories 
E 1 (800-750) 

Early narratives in 
Samuel'.and Kings 

Elisha-stories 
Prophet Jonah (II 

K. 14:25) 
J2 

Ephraimite Deca
logue 

Amos (765-750) 

Hosea (745-735) 

E' 
Isaiah 

Micah 

of Development 
temple-ritual 

Gradual differentia
tion of priest
hood 

Contact with Ca
naanitish Life and 
Thought 

Gradual develop
ment of Hebrew 
civil and religious 
law, later codified 
in Deuteronomy 
and in'the Holi
ne""Code 

Priests under Jehoi
ada. overthrow 
A1'hWiah 

Joash repairs tem
ple 

Parable of Jehoash 
(II K. 14:9) 

Blessing of Moses 
(Dent. 33) 

Jot ham repairs the 
Temple 

Ahaz introduces 
Assyrian elements 
into temple-ritual 

I 

Phi!istia invaded by 
Israel 

Rise of DamascuB 
Ben-hadad of Da

mascus invades Is
rael 

l'hilistia attacked by 
Elah of Israel 

Phcenieia and Israel 
allied 

Wars with Israel 
Mesha's revolt; llfo

abite stone 
Central and South 

Syria invaded by 
Shalmaneser II (in 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF 
AMOS. 

§ 1. The superscription: Occupation and rm"dence of Amos; 
date of his work. 11• 

The superscription contains the title, the author's name, his 
occupation, his home, the subject treated, and the date; the last 
in two forms.• This is the most exact and complete of all the 
superscriptions to prophetic utterances. t Although it may well 
be supposed that Amos prepared, perhaps in Jerusalem, the 
edition of his sermons, which, with some modifications has been 
handed down to us, it is improbable that so early an author would 
have prepared such an elaborate superscription; it is better to 
understand that it comes from a post-exilic period. t The editor 
evidently makes Amos precede Hosea, since only Uzziah is men
tioned among the kings of Judah. It is important to note that, 
whatever may be the age of the superscription, it is entirely con-

• Uh land, Annotatu,1us, 3-30; Juynboll, Disputatio de Amos, I-8, u-18, 27-311; 
Ba. 38--no; Oort," De Profeet Amos," TkT. XIV. 1211-7; Matheson, "Studies in 
the Minor Prophs.," Exp. III. (1882), 342-4; WRS., Prophs. 120ff., 395; Sta. 
G VJ. I. 5611-75; Da. Exp. V. (1887), 161--79; Stekhoven, "Het vaderland van 
Amos," TltSt. 1889, 11~; Mit r--22; Gun. 13ff.; Now. I:atff.; GAS. I.67f.; 
Che. EB. I. 147 ff.; Dr. 93 ff'., 1115 ff'. 

t Ho. gives title, author, parentage, date; Mi., title, author, country, date, sub
ject; Na., title, subject, author, country; Zp., title, author, parentage (fully), date; 
Hb., title, author, occupation (prophet) ; Hg., no proper superscription, the first 
verse contains date (to the day), title, author, occupation (prophet), those to whom 
his message was addressed; Zc., date, title, parentage, occupation (prophet}; 
Mal., title, subject (to Israel), author; Ob., title, author; Jo. and Jon., title, author, 
parentage. 

:J:So Che. EB.; Tay. DB.; Bu. Jrw.E,ec.;"Now.; Houtsma, 71'T. 1900, p.439-
B I 
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sistent with the contents of the book and is to be accepted as 
historical. 

1. c,,,,i:i :"1':''I "llt'N] a gloss; orig. text, words of Amos of Tekoa, cf. Ju. 121 

[Bu. in Kohut's Semitic Studies (1897), 106-10; id. Jew. Enc. I. 530; 
Now.; Lohr, 3]; present structure very awkward; but cf. Or. (fol. De.) who 
makes V1i'n ••• "llt'N a later addition; and Oet. (p. 65) who suggests that in 
this case 'l1'i'l;'l'.I (2 S. 2326) would have been used. c•i1,JJ] 6 iv 'A.JC,co.pdµ, 
probably for iv No.,c,co.pdµ, initial " having been lost after ,,, [so Drusius, 
Grotius, Vol. Cf. the suggestion of Hirscht (ZwTh. XLIV. 45) that 6 is 
based on a marginal gloss o•,iN• added in explanation of o•ii'l]; cf. Nw,c119, 
2 K. 34; some codd. of 6 ,co.p10.0,o.pElµ; 'A. 1ro1µ.!ioTp6<J,01s; ::!:. To,s n,µilTIP 

( = herdsmen); e. 11wKE~Elµ.. m: l'l;l~ ''.)f, ~ lr-=,J, merely transliterating 
the Heh. ~N"11t'•] 8 'IepOV1TC1>.1Jµ, probably confusing similar abbreviations. 
~ sons of Israel. Cf. the form of the superscription in JL: -sermones Amos 
'JUOS vidit super Hierusalem. 

1 a. The words of Amos] The titles of the prophetic books • 
generally contain some reference to Yahweh, as the author of the 
words spoken, or some technical expression which implies such 
authorship (Na. 11 Hb. 11). This phrase (Je. 11 Hg. 112

) con
tains no allusion to a specifically active human element,t since 
the words are recognized as Yahweh's words. Nor does the 
plural designate the writing as composed of distinct prophecies, t 
since every book is similarly made up of distinct prophecies. 
There is likewise no reason to suppose that the original super
scription was limited to these words.§ The Amos of this book 
has sometimes been confounded with the father of Isaiah,11 but 
for the most part tradition has rightly distinguished between the 
two. Concerning Amos see Introduction (§ 12). Who had been 
among the shepherds] v.s. That is, he was one of the shep
herds in Tekoa; not with the distinctive use of the preposition, 
viz. he was great among them.,r Here one must compare 7H 

• Cf. (I) the similar introduction of Je.; (2) "the word of,," of Ho., Mi., Zp., 
and Jo.; (3) "the burden" of Na. and Hb.; (4) "the burden of the word of·•,'' 
of Mai.; (5) "the vision" of Is. and Ob.; (6) the introductory formula "and it 
came to pass " of Ez.; (7) " was the word of ·, by Hg. the prophet"; (8) "was the 
word oh unto Z." t Cf. Ba. :I: Geb. § Implied by Val. 79ft 

II Clem. of Alex. and Pseudepiph (see Ba.). 
'If Ki., Ephraem; cf. Bu. (in Kohut, Semitic Studies, 20, 1o6ff.), who translates: 

who had been among the sheep breeders, (a man) of Tekoa; so Che. in EB. I. 
147; but in Crit. Bib, he treats 0111,1 as a proper name. 
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in which Amos calls himself a herdsman (but see p. 8). Was 
Amos an owner of sheep, and wealthy? So most Jewish inter
preters, who urge that this is implied in the use of the same word 
of the King of Moab ( 2 K. 34

) ; and that if a slave or servant, he 
could not have left his work for an excursion of this kind; but the 
fuller description in ,1\ in which reference is made to his indigent 
circumstances, the etymology of the word, and the answer made 
to Amaziah ( 715), "Yahweh took me, etc." point to a simple 
shepherd., There is no reason to suppose that he was a slave.* 
-From Tekoa] This was certainly in Judah, although it has been 
placed in Zebulon,t in Asher, t in the south of Palestine, but 
belonging to Ephraim, § (£.e. the ten tribes), II In favor of 
Judah are ( 1) the evidences elsewhere found that Amos was 
of Judah, e.g., the command of the priest (712

) to Amos to flee to 
Judah ; likewise " the exact scenery of his visions" which is seen 
from Tekoa;,r (2) the references in 2 S. 142 2326 Je. 61 2 Ch. 2000 

1 Mace. grri. The place lies six miles south of Bethlehem (twelve 
miles south of Jerusalem).** The hill, four or five acres, is broad 
at the top and not steep. The surrounding country is sterile and 
rocky, but rich in pasturage. The wilderness of Tekoa ( 2 Ch. 20w) 

is part of the wilderness of Judah.tt The preposition "from" 
indicates that, like other shepherds, Amos came from Tekoa, but 
remained in the wilderness or vicinity. H While the Jewish fancy 
that Amos was wealthy has no basis, it is just as unfounded to 
say §§ that Tekoa is mentioned as especially poor to show God's 
ability to confound the rich with the poor. Was Tekoa too high for 
the cultivation of sycamores? It is reasonable to suppose that the 
reference is to some low lying district in the Shephelah owned by 
Amos It II at some distance perhaps from Tekoa. - Which he saw] 
This word originally marked the method of reception of the 

• V. Ba. t Pseudepiph. de vitis prop!utarum, 245, t Ki. § Cyril. 
II Cf. Har. 45-91 who locates it on Carmel; Graetz, Gesdi.. I. 403, who identifies 

it with Eltekeh of Jos. 1944, making Amos a Danite; Oort, Th T. XXV. 121-6, who 
makes him belong to the ten tribes. ,r GAS. HG. 315. 

ff Its ruins, " extensive, but uninteresting," still remain, bearing the name of 

( .. ?. .. ) 
Telj;u'a ~ • PEF. 1874, p. ~-

tt See also Ba.; Rob. BR.2 I. 4,86f.; Stickel, Das Buel,, Hiob, 269-77; Kue. 
HC0,2 II. 355f. U Hi. H Cal., Os. llll Che, E8. 
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divine communication as by vision. The vision may have been 
merely a dream, a vision of the night, or a half-sleeping, half
waking condition, as with the Syrian monks of the present day; 
or the ecstasy or trance. It is impossible, in the majority of 
cases, to distinguish between these forms. Such visions came to 
non-prophets (1 K. J3 1 S. 288tr") as well as to prophets ( 1 K. 198 

I S. J1·14). 

An earlier and a later usage may be noticed: (1) In the earlier period 
:-nn (as well as mi, of which it is often the poetic equiv.) marks the 
reception of the message, which is seen as well as heard ( cf. ,r,,i,c-, Am. 91 

Is. 61; •Jk,n Am. i- 4• 7 g1 2 Ki. gio. lll; this is in accordance with the Arab. 

~\l:lr used of clairvoyants, soothsayers, those who can foretell the future 

( cf. Hoffm. ZA W. III. 92 f.). At this time k',Ji had reference to the speaking 
or impartation of the communication to others. k'JJ is not (a) a passive 

formation from a root kJJ = JIJJ to bubble forth; Arab. ~ to well forth 

(Redslob, Der Begrijf des Nabi (1839); and Ho. 71.-10, p. 30; Ke. on Gn. 207; 

Kue. Prop!:. 42; Maybaum, Die Entwickelung des isr. Propketmthums, n3; 
Baud. Einl. 314); nor (b) a noun, designating an ordinary speaker from kJJ, 

cf. Arab. e;; utter a low sound, Assyr. ~JJ nabd, name, call (Or. Proplt. II f.; 
Ko. II. r, pp. 133,407; BDB.; cf. WRS. Prop!:. 39of.); but (c) as is seen 
from the use of the Niph'al to prophesy, an involuntary speaker, one who 
speaks under compulsion that which has been communicated to him 
(Hoffm.; Arab, W raise up, speak softly, hence &W soft wine). Per
haps it is an activ; transitive (cf. ~•J"1; i''llk; ~'~ll; i•pti; ',,:,,) its object 
being Ckl, which he apprehends quietly but imparts vehemently with deep 
breaths, cf. Bewer, AJSL. XVIII. 120. (2) In the later period, the distinc
tion between nm (also :i11,) and k':ll is broken down, the former, as well 
as the latter, meaning to utter or announce prophecy (Is. 21 Mi. 11 (mrn), 
Is. 2911 21Z), In this verse, :-nn has its later usage; and since the distinc
tion between revelations "heard " and "seen " is made by the compiler of 
the book (cf. chaps. 1-6 with 7-9), the date of the expression would seem to 
be still later than the compilation. (Ba., Hoffm. ZA W. III. 95.) 

1 b. Concerning Israel] The words of Amos were intended for 
the North, viz. Israel, not the South. The Northern Kingdom, there
fore, seems to have been regarded by him as Israel proper, of which 
Judah was a fragment (1 K. u 29- 39 2 K. 1718).* His utterances 

• See Seesemann, Israel und Juda b,i Amos und Hos,a (1898), pp. 1-17, in 
which it is shown that Amos always means Epliraim when he uses the name Israel, 
thus following the usage of the old sources of the historical books, e.K. K in 
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concerning foreign nations, Syria, Moab, etc., like the similar 
utterances of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, were intended for the 
ear of Israel. There is no reason to suppose that the outside 
nations ever heard them. In a true sense, however, even these 
utterances were concerning Israel, since the attitude of God 
therein depicted was the same as that assumed by him toward 
Israel and Judah ; and the affairs of Israel were so closely woven 
with those of the nations named as to make everything concerning 
them related in some way also to Israel. The fact that so much 
of the prophetic material has to do with the outside nations, 
coupled with the probability that no part of this material was 
given to them, points indisputably to the opinion here expressed, 
and justifies and explains the use of the phrase - concerning Israel. 
In the days of Uzziak • • • and ••• Jeroboam J In corrobora
tion of this statement may be cited ( 1) the plain historical narra
tive ( 7911'.) in which Jeroboam plays an important part; ( 2) the 
consistency between the representation made in 2 K. 1425 as to 
the extent of Israel's kingdom and the allusions in Am. 6u (the 
borders of Ephraim) and 62 (the destruction of Hamath) ; (3) the 
consistency between the situation which forms the background of 
the discourses of Amos and that which, as gathered from other 
sources, existed in the days of Jeroboam. The work of Amos 
would fall between 765 and 750 B.c.• (see Introduction,§ 12, 2). 
lhziah] The long reign of Uzziah,t during which there was 
co-regency with Amaziah at the beginning and with Jotham at the 
end, was, in general, a period of comparative peace, and of great 
political prosperity. Judah was probably in a certain kind of sub
ordination to Israel ; t the Philistines were severely defeated and 

I K. 1218:fl'.. Though certainly familiar with the broader significance of the name 
Israel, he probably refrained from thus using it because of Ephraim's unwillingness 
to allow Judah to share it, and because after the division of the kingdom, ordinary 
usage limited the use of the name Israel to the North, the South being called 
Judah. 

• For a presentation of the view that the Book of Amos is really post-exilic, see 
AJSL. Jan. 1902, an article by Edward Day and Walter H. Chapin. 

t According to the old chronology B,C. 81D--758; but 791-740, Schra.; 783(?)-
737, Kit. Hist. II. 239 f. ; 767-716, Sta. G VI. I. 559; 790(?)-740, Marti, EB. I. 795; 
790--?39, KAT8• I. 320; 783-738, HPM. III. 435. 

t Kit. Hut. II. 3~1; Gu, 8B, II. ~2; Paton, Hist, 20s, 22s :II i cf, 44 T 8• I, 
aoai 
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their fortifications at Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod destroyed; in the 
south the Arabs and Maonites were defeated; the walls of Jerusa
lem were strengthened. Uzziah probably accompanied Jeroboam 
in his campaigns against Syria and after Jeroboam's death made 
an independent expedition there.* He appears about 738 B.c. 
as head of a coalition of Syrian states against Tiglathpileser III. t 
His name in the Book of Kings and in the Tiglathpileser inscrip
tions is Azariah. Religiously Judah, while zealous for the temple 
ceremonial, was to a large extent under the influence of Israel 
and the outside nations. The power of the priests was increas
ing, and it is probable that Uzziah was brought into conflict with 
them and that the mysterious incident (2 Ch. 2616

-
25

) really means 
that Uzziah was deposed and isolated by the priestly faction. t 
Jeroboam] The reign of Jeroboam§ lasted about forty years and 
was marked by great political prosperity. While many wars were 
waged, peace existed during a large part of his reign. In the 
wars with Syria much northern territory (the district east of the 
Jordan) was recovered. This was accomplished the more easily 
because the Syrians were weakened by wars with Assyria. The 
limits of the kingdom assumed the widest extent (2 K. 14251f-), 
though the statement that his dominion extended to Hamath is 
thought to be an exaggeration. II The calf-worship was zealously 
observed at Bethel and Dan 1 and a similar worship at other 
places. While this worship was conducted in the name of Yahweh, 
it was largely corrupt, including Teraphim, Ma~~eboth, the Ephod, 
and the Asherah. ** The prophets of the period tell us tt that this 

•Kit.Hist. II. 335 f. 
t III R. pl. 9, II, ls. 3, 4, and III, Is. 23, 3r. But this identification of Azriya'u of 

Ya'udi with Uzziah of Judah is called in question by an increasing number of schol
ars who maintain that the Ya'udi of Tiglathpileser's narrative is a district in Northern 
Syria mentioned in the inscriptions recently discovered at Sinjirli. So, e.g. WkL 
Forsch. 1. 1-23; Id. KAT8.I. 262; W. E.Bames, DB. II.5r2; Paton, Hist. 233f.; 
Gu. Gesch. 188 f.; Hom. Trad. 319; Kit. Konige, 263; Benz . .Konige, 166; G. S. 
Goodspeed, History of Babylonians and Assyrian, (1902), 230 f.; Smith, O. T. Hist. 
(1903), 226£.; but v. McCurdy, HPM. I. 413 f. ! Kit. Hist, II. 331. 

§ According to the old chronology 825-'784; but 790-749, Schra.; 78I-'74I, Sta. 
GVI. I. 559; 78t-'740, Kit. Hist. II. 240; 783-743, HPM. §262; 185-'74S,KAT8. 
I. 262; 784-'744, Paton, Hist. 223, 231. IJ Sta, G VI. I. 570. 
~ Ho. 85, 6 ro5 Am. 814. ff Kit. Hist. II. 305 f.; Ho. 218.17 34 rot. 
tt Am. 26 :tr. i5 41 s7.10 If. 63 :tr 84 :tr. tto. 41 r. 11 If. o8 r. 1ar r., 
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reign was characterized by gross immorality, inordinate luxury of 
the rich, and by oppression and injustice toward the poor. Tw() 
years be/ore the earthquake J This phrase, contrary to Keil, is 
intended to mark a date. Since earthquakes (the view which 
makes it a civil commotion is untenable) are not infrequent in 
Palestine,• as may be gathered from their frequent mention in 
poetic descriptions, this must have been an especially severe one. 
Reference is made to it certainly in Zc. 145

, possibly also in Am. 
gu (an interpolation) and Mi. 1 2-•.t Tradition, according to 
Josephus, t connects it with Uzziah's attempt to act as priest 
(2 Ch. 2616) and with a shattering of the temple in the year of 
Uzziah's death (Is. 64

). On closer examination, however, we 
may ask, Does the editor mean to imply that this earthquake was 
a beginning of the fulfilment of the prediction of Amos? § Had 
there, in other words, been an interval of two years, a period of 
repentance, between the last words of warning and this the first 
flash of the lightning which consumed them? II Does this chrono
logical statement carry with it the implication that his work was of 
short duration, limited, perhaps, to the one year, "two years before 
the earthquake,"1 or may it be inferred with Pusey from 710 2 11· 12 

that he had a long ministry, and that the discourses were written 
out only after a period of at least two years? The answers to these 
questions depend partly on one's conception of prophecy, but more 
largely upon data which are- not at hand. Jerusalem itself seems 
seldom to have been affected by earthquakes, and this may account 
for the lack of reference to specific earthquakes by 0. T. writers, 
this being the only case mentioned in 0. T. literature.** 

Dlll>'] Only in this book, 11 78, 1o. H 82. 6 'Aµ,ws which stands also for 

f'l!lN; proper names of the same form are 1-,;oy, Ne. 127,20; rioN, 2 K. 211811'.; 
fill;, Is. 11; 1"ii, 2 K. 1588 ; r,iJ:, Jos. 15M; -,1;~, Jos. 724 ; the ~riginal vowels 
are not a-u (Lag. BN. 28f.), but a-J (Barth. NB. 41, cf. 59; Lag. BN. 
69 f.). This form is found in adjectives ( cf. ~1,t, great), abstract substantives 
( cf. ci~~. peace); with active significance ( cf. ,-,it~, oppressor; f'q = n"); per
haps never as passive. The etymologies suggested may be classified: ( 1) Cl! and 

• V. Pu. I. 286; Dr. 172; Che. EB. II. n5of.; E. Hull, DB. I.634f. 
t Cf. also Jo. 2 10• t Ant. IX. IO•. § Cal. II Pu. 'II BI. Einl. 363 . 
.. Hoffm. (ZA W. III. 123) regards this case as an exegetical inference from '78- i 

(cf. 78 82), the thought being that Israel's punishment is twice postponed, for a year 
each time; so Che. EB. I. 149; and Marti, EB. I. 776, 
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£"Ill a people put away, populus avulsus (]er.; cf. Ba.), (2) connection with 
the Egyptian Amasis or Amosis (Ges. Thes. 1044), (3) for o-,ll~, carried (in 
the bosom) or for opj.,, carrying, burdm-bearer, related to '!?¥ (MV.; cf. 
Jer. in introd. to Jo.), (4) a hard or heavy people (Jer. in introd. to Is.), or 
heavy-tongued, lisping (Jer. on Am.), used of Am., who according to the 
Rabbins used o::,,::i (7U) for ;;:,;~, cf. Ju. 1z6. 05 these (1) and (2) are 

absurd, (3) and (4) uncertain. The root (cf. ~. to be oppressed; Phoen, 

OllV, to burden, v. Levy, PhiJn. WiJrt. 38), means (a) to lift and carry, Is. 468, 

(b) to load an animal, Gn. 4418• It is probable, therefore, that the word is a 
simple adjective meaning heavy (Ba.), -or,1ii::i :,,,,] = i 1'1_j :,;~, cf. l:,1Mtu OJM 

D'M'JJJ, Is Saul also among (one of) the prophets? (1 S. 1011), also 2 S. 1581 

Ps.· n87; cf. the ev of • A. and l:. v.s. The word r,,,i'l is of interest from 
every point of view: (r) '1jl1J of 714 is probably a corruption of it; (2) the 
Hebrew forms from ihe same stem, viz. ,,i'l, punctured, :,~\?• point, 0':i'.'.:, 
bread-crumbs, indicate a root (not occurring as such in Hebrew) meaning 
puncture; (3) the cognate forms, Ass. ni~idu (Dl. Pr. 47 and HWB. 479; .,,. 
Muss-Arnolt, Diet. 7r9; Evans, Essay on Assyriology, 74) and Arab. i.)l.iu 
mean shepherd:.;.he latter (Lane, 2837) being used of a particular kind of 

sheep, viz., vJ;u, a kind having short legs and ugly faces, but furnishing 
• V 

the best kind of wool; (4) Syr. l,_=.J, shepherd, and Moabitish '1j'J (Mesha 
stone, I. 30 [reading doubtful]; v. Dr. Heb, Text of Sam. LXXXV. ff. and in 
Authority and Archaeolog-y, go; Smend and Socin, Die Inschrift des Konigs 
Mesa von Moab; Lidzbarski, I:landbuch zur Nord-Semitischen Epigraphik, 
I. 4r5 ff.; W. H. Bennett, DB. III. 404 ff.), cf. 2 K. 34; (5) suggestions have 
been made: ( a) from a root meaning pierce ( cf. (.)..ij, used of a bird's boring, 
and of the bite of a serpent) from which is developed the idea distinguish, .,,. 
used particularly of separating good money from bad; hence ~. applied ..... 
to a kind of sheep distinguished for choice wool (v.s.); hence ~I.ii,; 
= ,i?_iJ (v.s.); (b) from a root meaning to puncture explained by "stimulo 
hastae utuntur, pungentes calcem et pedes bovum posteriores" (Har.); 
(c) shepherd, so called because many of his sheep are '1·li'l (Ki.), -The 

idea of id_;,,,], as of its cognates ~ (also J:;;;), Aram. 11')1~, is to 

shake, tremble. It is used, therefore, only of noises which are connected with 
a trembling or shaking movement, e.g. of the quivering spear, Jb. 41 21; of 
the thundering rattle of horses' hoofs, Jb. 392'; of the roll of wagon wheels, 
Na. 32 Je. 478• Very appropriately, therefore, is it used of an earthquake, 
1 K. r9llf. Is. 296 Zc. 146, Interestingly enough the root is not used of 
earthquakes in the other Semitic dialects, which, however, employ words of . .. 
similar significance (Aram. N:), Syr. J.!.ol (from ;1t, move one's self), Arab. 
9 ..... " ......... o .... ilyj from ~;-';, mllVe, skalee), 
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§ 2. The t.ext or motto of the book. 1 2. When Yahweh mani
fests his power and majesty, all nature feels the terrible influence 
of the manifestation. The essence of the teaching of Amos seems 
to be presented in this verse, which serves as an introduction, pre
pared either by himself or the editor. In any case it is a separate 
section and not to be immediately connected with what follows.• 
The verse is a stanza of four lines, in trimeter movement.t The 
parallelism is exact, lines I and 2 being synonymous, 3 and 4 
synonymous; lines I and 2 synthetic with 3 and 4. The rhythm 
of the verse is inimitable : -

~KID' 11':l~ :,1:,• [-,~K-,) 
i',1i' in• z::',e,,-,•~1 
Cl'l.l"\"1 n11t, 1',::,,1t1 
',~-,::,:, t'K-, e,::,, '1 

For an interesting theory as to its relation to the following 
stanzas, in which it is suggested that Amos went to the head
quarters of the Northern King, accompanied by a chorus, and 
that the entire passage ( Chs. 1, 2) was presented in strophe and 
antistrophe, v. Muller. t Against the authenticity of the verse may 
be urged : ( 1) the phraseology is similar to that found in Joel and 
later authors ( v. p. 1 2) ; § ( 2) the words suit the context better in 
Joel than here; (3) the tone oflamentation seems inconsistent with 
the severe announcements which follow; (4) the extremely fin
ished and artistic character of the verse ( v.i.), in contrast with the 
spoken addresses which follow; I[ (5) the lack of point in making 
Jerusalem so prominent in an address delivered to the citizens of 
Northern Israel; 1 (6) the hostility, implied toward the high
places of the North, did not exist until after Amos's time. It is 

• So Dai., Ba., Reu., Gun., We., Now., GAS., Dr., et al. 
t See my articles in A:JT. I. (1897), 140-5, and BW. XII. (1898), 86-9, 179--82, 

251-6, 333-8. _ 
t Die Propluten in ikrtr ursprunglicken Form ( 1896) ; cf. Lohr, Untersucku11gen 

zum Buck Amos (1901), p. 3; Kii. Stilistik, Rketorik, Poelik (1900), 348ff.; Zenner, 
Die Ckorgeslinge im Bucke der Psalmen, I. (1896), 5-8; Sievers, Mdriscke Studim, 
I. (1901), 134-41, 472-9; Baumann, Der Auflau der Amosreden (1903); and on 
Hebrew Poetry in general, Briggs, General Introduction to tke Study of Holy &rip. 
tun (r899), 355-426. 

§Che.in Introd. to WRS. Propk. XV. f., and art. "Amos," EB. 
U Seesemann, p. 5. ,i Volz, 19f,; Bu. art," Amos," :Jew, En,. 
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not enough to claim that Amos uses this utterance earlier, because 
in Joel the effect ofYahweh's indignation is very much exaggerated 
as compared with the effect described by Amos ; • or that the 
passage is not hostile to the high-places but implies merely that 
Jerusalem is the most prominent of the places at which Yahweh is 
worshipped.t The verse introduces the entire book and not the 
first chapters. 

a. lHII'•] Greek versions variously: 8 l,t,81-y~a.ro; 'A. ~. f3pvx-l/uera.,; 
8. ipeV(&Ta.,; while i!I:F.!o translate as future. O',j.1"1;"1 nlHl] i!J; habitations of 
Kings; F speciosa pastorum; .!o oasis inhabited by shepherds, ,c,~;i ll'H"I] 

t!i: fortification of their strongholds. 

2. And he said] This phrase is used after "words" of 11 in
stead of the more common "saying," because of the number of 
subordinate sentences intervening; cf. Ho. 1 2• Yahweh roars 
from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem] This is found 
in Jo. J16

, but in a different connection. The verse is neither 
original with Amos and, with what follows, a reflection of his shep
herd-life; borrowed therefore by Joel who, in this case, lived later; t 
nor is it original with Joel and repeated, somewhat later, by Amos, 
because though still unfulfilled he wishes to give assurance of 
fulfilment; § but by the hand of a post-exilic editor who inserts 
it here from Joel II ( v.s.). The "roaring " is that of the lion,1 not 
that of thunder (as perhaps in Joel and Je. 2500) nor of waves, 
though this is found elsewhere, cf. Is. 500 ; the phrase "utters his 
voice" is the Hebraistic expression for "thundering" (Ps. 466 

Jb. 374
) ; the idea of both phrases is the manifestation of majesty 

and power. Zion] originally applied (a) to the hill Ophel, 
(b) to the ridge on which the temple stood, and later (c) to the 
entire city ** (so here and in 61 and Is. 23), and Jerusalem] of the 

•Mit. tNow. 
t Cocceius, quoted by Ba.; We.; Mit.; Dr. 75; Id. art" Joel," EB.; Now,; 

GAS.; Elh. 137. 
§ Ba.; Reu.; Kirk. Doct. 63 ff.; G. G. Cameron, DB. II. 675. 
II Volz, 19 f.; Taylor, DB. I. 86; Che. EB. I. 151; Day and Chapin, AJSL. 

XVIII. 72f.; Houtsma, TIIT. 1900, p. 432; cf. Bu. Jew. Enc. l. 532. 
,i Ju. 145 Am. 3•· 8 Ps. 10421; so Dr.; et al. 
ff Klaiber, ZDP V. III. 189 ff., IV. 18 ff.; Riehm, HBA. II. 1839 ff.; Starck, Pal, 

u. Syrim, 86 f.; Smith's DB 2• II. 1650 t:; Miihlau, art." Zion•• in Riehm's IIBA,; 
BSZ. S.'/J, ll'l, 
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synonymous parallelism, are too local to be understood as mean
ing the mass of the faithful children of God.* To the pure and 
devout worshippers of Yahweh, at the time of this utterance (i.e. 
after the exile), the place represented by these names was the centre 
of the national life, as well as of the theocracy. The pastures of 
the shepherds mourn] The shepherd life of the author (whoever 
he was) shows itself in these words, which stand in relation of 
consequence to the first half. The Targumic " habitations " in
stead of "pastures " has no basis ; nor is the translation " perish " 
instead of "mourn " on the ground of the parallel " wither" t well 
taken. The present tenset presents the descriptive idea better 
than the future "shall" or "will." The top of Ca,·mel] § does 
not refer to the Carmel of I S. 255 in Southern Palestine, U the 
home of Nabal which, according to Eusebius and Theodoret, was 
a village south of Jerusalem, not a mountain; nor may it be taken 
in a general way, "the best of cornfields,"• but designates the 
mountain ordinarily so called ( cf. 93) on the coast of Palestine, 
west of the plain of Esdraelon. The word, being originally an 
appellative meaning the garden, like certain other geographical 
terms,1 has the article. No part of Palestine was more beautiful 
or fertile than the ridge of Carmel (S.E. to N.E. 12 miles, 1800 ft. 
high at the S.E., 500 ft. high at the N.W.).** The greatest calam
ity imaginable would be the withering of Carmel, Is. 33° Na. 1 4• 

The prophet speaks of a general characteristic of Yahweh with 
special reference to an impending judgment. In semi-proverbial 
form we have the essence of the prophetic thought ; the verse 
serves also, from the point of view of the editor, as a motto 
or text. The chapters which follow are merely the expansion 
of this thought, and the explanation of it. There will be locusts 
and drought ( ,1· 6); but the end will come about through Assyria 
(521 717). 

• Geb. t Calv. 
:t So We.; Or. ; Gun.; GAS. ; Now. ; Elh.; but cf. Dr. 
§ Ba. 191-5; WRS. Sem. 156; B~deker, Pa/.4 259; ZDPV. VIII. no; Mit, 

55 f.; Starck, Pat. u, Syrien, 103; GAS. HG. 150, 152-note, 337-41; Buhl, Geog. 23, 
163; Jastrow, 7BL. XI. u5. For the city Carmel in Judah, cf. BSZ. 387; Rob, 
BR,'J I. 495--8. 

II Jer.; Mich.; Justi; BSZ. 387. ~ E.g. ,p'm,, v.l; JIC',n, 41, 
"F, R, CoP<ler ap<l C, R, CoP<ler, Handooo1', ~ 
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2. ni:i•] the position of this word makes the first half of the v. subordinate 
to the second, the force being, "When Yahweh out of Zion roars, and 
from Jerusalem utters his voice, the pastures of the shepherds mourn," etc.; 
GK. 142 c; Dr. § 165; H. 45, 3, b. The other alternative, to treat n,:,, as 
emphatic, is scarcely possible. The emphasis rests on Jl'J and cSw,,, which 
stand out of the usual order. A rhetorical climax is seen in both members, 
the roar of the lion passing into that of thunder; the waste of Carmel's top 
following the desolation of the pasture-land. If we omit ,r.iN•l the first word, 
and pronounce 'J1N for :i,,,, and c~ for cj_, we find that 21 of the 28 vowels 
in the verse are long (J (7), a (6), e (3), ~ (3), t (2)), in other words the 
very vowel sounds with the frequently recurring sibilants (5) and liquids (13) 
suggest the thunder in its rollings. JNC>', in•] 6 uses aorist or pf. (v.s.), 
WF~, the impf., the former adopting the gnomic, the latter the prophetic 
interpretation; for variation in other Grk. versions v.s. Likewise in the case 
of 1',JNl and lt'J•1 the same variation occurs. The use of the present expresses 
the thought as generic. H. 21, 3; Dr. § 35; GK. 107 ~- JNV', n1NJ, 1SJN1, 

VJ'1] The usage of these words is of a late character; SJN is used figuratively 
as in Jo. 110 Is. 244· 7 339 ; but cf. Ho. 48; n1NJ as in Jo. 119f. 222; VJ• as in 
Jo. 112 ; JN:t> is used of ·, only in Jb. 374 Je. 25ao Ho. uio Jo. 416, all post
exilic passages. Note further the similarity of v.2b to Je. 99 2310 25s1 Is. 339 
Na. 14, all post-exilic except the first (v. Che. EB. I. 151, n. 2). 

§ 3. Approaching judgments upon the surrounding nations.• 
1 8-26• The real work of Amos is to preach to Israel; he begins his 
work, however, by announcing the judgment which is to fall upon 
the neighboring nations. In this he has a threefold purpose : -

1) To gain the good-will of those in whose welfare he is inter
ested, and to whom his words are addressed. In this is seen the 
art of the prophetic method. 2) To show that a judgment is 
coming, which is to include all nations; shall Israel be omitted? 
3) To raise the question, whether, if these nations, without the 
truth as given by Yahweh's prophets, must suffer, Israel shall not 
suffer most of all. The literary work of Amos (though belonging 
to the earliest period of written prophecy) exhibits evidence of 
the highest poetical skill. A study of the utterances of Amos, with 
reference to their original form, discloses some interesting facts. 
Since the connection of thought and, in many cases, the very 
wording of the text, are largely dependent upon the results of such 
study, it will be necessary in each section, or closely allied grou!) 

•Ba. 65-no; Ew. I. 151-5; WRS. Prop!,. 127ff.; We. 6-;"7I; Or. I09-r2· 
Mit. 56-84; DHM. Di, Propheten, I. 6:r-66; McC.HPM. I. 337-46; GAS. I. :;ir ft 
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of sections, to present· a reconstruction of the text, including 
divisions into strophes, arrangement in lines, transposition, at 
times, of clauses or lines, and changes in the reading of words. 

Chaps. 18-26 constitute a literary unit and present the char
acteristics of Amos as clearly as any other portion of the 
book.• 

Its divisions are : 

18--S, 6-8 against Damascus and Gaza, Strophes of 5, 3, and 4 lines. 
19-10. ll-12 against Tyre and Edom, Strophes of 5 and 2 lines, 
112-115 2 1-3 against Ammon and Moab, Strophes of 5, 3, and 3 lines, 
z:H against Judah, Strophes of 5 and 2 lines. 

The symmetry of the arrangement is not only striking, but sig
nificant. The significance of the variation in form in divisions II. 
and IV. will be considered in their detailed treatment. The 
arrangement of Millier t does not bring out all the facts, and his 
theory of the poetical form of Amos requires an adjustment of 
the material so artificial as to throw the greatest doubt upon the 
whole scheme. 

I. 3-5. Judgment upon Syria. - In his forecast of impending 
national catastrophes, the prophet begins with Syria, and charges 
the nation with sins, as a punishment for which Yahweh will send 
desolation and captivity. 

The strophic arrangement, if the opening and closing words, "thus has 
Yahweh said" and "said Yahweh" are included, is 5, 3, and 4; the clause 
"and I will break," etc. goes with strophe 2, because it completes the thought 
of the strophe, forming its culmination ; while the structure of the following 
sentence excludes it from strophe 3, including reference as it does to "com
mon people," "ruler,"" whole people." It will be noted that the arrange
ment of 16-8 is precisely that of 13-5, Muller's arrangement, 5, 2, and 5, 
ignores the logical connection of the members, and the parallelism of 13-5, 

Line 5 of strophe I, and line 4 of strophe 3 are shorter than the rule ; and it 
is possible to treat them as parts of the preceding lines, Cf. Lohr, 3. 

3. 1JJ•vw] 1L here and in v.18 has fem. suf. eam; so also fiL. Hoffm. 
U~'~N(?) (ZA W. III. 97, v.i.); Elh. u?~!J• -•w 01111,] 8 l,,rp,tov ( = C"1lV(?)) 

• For the view that this entire section is exilic, see Houts ma, Tk T. 1goo, p. 432, 
t Die Propketen I. 63, 64; II. m, iJ, 
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1rp!o111P 111611po'ts -r,ls '" ,Ya.11-rpl lxo611ru 'TWP I, ra.WB (1 Ch. 2<)ff, "lit'''• 

8 6,l-irp111E11); the additional words here (and in U,) are perhaps ati inser
tion from 118 (Vol.), unsupported by the other versions.-4. l'\1lC"lM] 8 -rcl; 
8eµ.D.,a.; 'A., 2:., {Jdpets; 0., -rrb a.oMs; '.B" domos. - ,,~-p] 8 vloD 'Alilp, 
reading., for final ,.-li. '1'1"lJV1] goes with strophe 2 (v.s.), -!lM] 8, 0,. 

•o,; .S ~I, so '.B" idoli; but• A. dvw4>.Xoiis; li., E., d6ucla.r.-1c1m] 8 om. -
ti,l1 ri•:i] 8 d116pw11 (cf. Ho. 17) Xa.ppd.11 (= Jin); '.B" domo voluptatis.
n,,i'] 8 lrCKX'f/'TOS = ll'"li' (cf. Nu. 116 162); 'A,, Kvp~v,,; '.B" Cyrenen. 

3 a. Thus has Yahweh said] Usual formula for the introduction 
of each utterance, cf. 16· 9· 11· 13 21.u. The tense (pf. not impf.) 
implies no particular time in the past at which the revelation has 
been given. The imperfect would have suggested a repeated 
statement on the part of Yahweh. Amos, like the other proph
ets, is represented as Yahweh's spokesman. -For three trans
gressions, yea for four] Compare similar expressions in Je. 3628 

Pr. 3015-18. 21-~ Ecclus. 265
• The numbers were taken literally 

by the Rabbins, who understood that three transgressions had 
actually been committed which were to be forgiven, while the 
fourth was of such a nature as to make forgiveness impossible.• 
A symbolical interpretation, however, has been generally adopted : 
( 1) Four and three added together = seven, a complete num
ber; t ( 2) three, the complete number, four, more than enough; t 
(3) three, representing many, four the thing which calls for 
punishment;§ or, as seems most probable, the two numbers 
together representing the idea of indefiniteness or lack of limita
tion, II The word rendered transgression really means rebellion 
against authority (cf. 1 K. 1219 2 K. 11).-Damascus] The coun
try ( cf. v.5, in which the city is thus designated) of Syria, or that 
portion of it of which Damascus was capital. From the days 
of Baasha and Ben-hadad I. (1 K. 1518ff.) there had been con
stant struggle between Israel and Syria, in which Israel had 
suffered grievously (2 K. 1032 13211). At this time, however, the 
southern territory of Syria must have been in Israel's - hands 
(2 K. 1326 1426). 

• So essentially Ew, 
t Cal., Os. 
t Pu., Dr. 

§ Dai, 
U Gun., We., Mit., Val., Now,, Marti. 
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The country of Aram (c'it:!• Homer and Hesiod, • A.p1µo1; later l:vpla llnd 
,J!..,. 

l:~pos, shortened from • .Atrtrovpla.; Ar. rWI, i.e. North-land, as Yemen 
.,.i.,. 

meant South-land; the root r.,...,, be unlucky, 3d form go to tlie lift, hence, 

nortli) included the territory between the Taurus Mountains and the Arabian 
desert, the Tigris and the Mediterranean, except the coast land occupied by 
the Phoenicians and Philistines, and the possessions of Israel, Edam, Moab, 
and Ammon. The Aramaeans, or Syrians, were closely related to the Hebrews, 
and in the earliest times they seem to have lived in close relationship with each 
other, The early traditions, as presented in the Old Testament, connect the 
two families in the migration from Ur of the Chaldees (Gn. I 181 2410- 29 2748); 

represent the Hebrews as coming to Canaan, while the Aramaeans remained 
in Mesopotamia; describe the residence of Nabor in Mesopotamia; intro
duce Balaam of Pethor on the Euphrates (Nu. 225 237; Pethor is identified 
by Sehr., KAT2• pp. 155 ff.; KB. I. 133, with the Assyrian Pitru located on 
the river Sagur, near Hierapolis; this, if correct, involves a slight inaccuracy 
in the Biblical statement that Pethor is on the Euphrates; cf. Che, on Petbor 
in EB.); and mention Cushan-risbathaim, King of Aram (Ju. 38 10). The 
Priest-writer of the Hexateucb uses the geographical term C"lH 1i.c (BSZ. 655; 
cf. No. EB. I. 278), the field of Aram. Other references of interest are 
Gn. 22211 1f- 2510 282 (cf. 1a221f-) 3147 Is. 3611 Ezra 411f- 17f. @If, In the time of 
Saul, Zobah bad become the centre of Aramaean power ( I S. 1447 cf. 2 S. 1o&); 
and in David's time the King of Zobah, Hadadczer, was Israel's most dan
gerous enemy (2 S. 88ft 1<>16lf-), The different branches of Aram, viz. 
(1) ~vo, C"lH (2 S. 8stf-), (2) :nn, n•:i c-,tc (2 S. 1o& cf. Nu. 1321), (3) c-,tc 
n,JID (1 Ch. 1cj cf. 2 S. 1o& Jos. 1311), (4) :i1r::, (2 S. 108 cf. Ju. u 8), (5)-,11'-1~ 
occurring chiefly in connection with n:,vo (Dt. 314 Jos. 125 1J13 2 S. 158), were 
united under Hadadezer, and with the exception of iil'-1;, all took part in the 
war against David. At this time the dominion of the King of Zobah extended 
to Damascus and Hamath (2 S. 86- u. io) and beyond the Euphrates (2 S. 10H), 
The capital of Zobah was between the Euphrates and the Orontes (the Saba 
mentioned by Ptolemaus; Ew., cf. Ba.; also BSZ. 696). David defeated 
Hadadezer twice (2 S. 1ol3- 18) and gained control of the country. A little 
later, a kingdom was established in Damascus under Rezon, one of Hadad· 
ezer's captains ( I K. I 128-25). In Solomon's reign this new kingdom was con
tinually at war with Israel (1 K. u 25). Henceforward Damascus was the 
capital city and seat of the kingdom of Aram, the word Aram itself, when not 
otherwise defined, being used for this kingdom ( I K. 1518 2 K. 51 68- 24 Am. 15). 

Only during the reign of Hezion, Rezon's successor, was there peace (1 K. 221), 

For the view that Hezion and Rezon are identical, v. Ew. Hist. IV. 24, n. S; 
GAS, EB. I. 990; Thenius and Klo. on I K. u 28 1518 ; and KAT8• 134; bnt 
cf, Che. art." Hezion," EB. I.; Kit. on I K. 1518, Wkl. Untersuck. 6o ff. reads 
Hazael on basis of 6il.. Tabrimmon, son of Hezion, seems to have made a 
covenant with Judah against Israel (1 K. 1518.lll). With Ben-hadad I., the son 
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of Tabrimmon, the relations became still more delicate. A treaty was made 
with Baasha, King of Israel, but afterwards at the request of Asa, King of Judah, 
it was broken, and certain cities in the north of Israel were captured ( I K. 
r5ll()ft''). Ben-hadad II, was frequently repulsed by Ahab, King of Israel, with 
whom Jehoshaphat of Judah was allied (1 K. 201-a. 223ll', 2 K. 66, 21.; for the 
view that the opponent of Ahab was Ben-hadad I. v, Wkl. Untersuch. 6o ff.; 
Che, art. "Ben-hadad," EB.; but cf. Gu. G VI. 154). Ahab, fearing Shalma
neser II. (860-825) of Assyria, dealt very leniently with Ben-hadad, though 
victorious over him, because it was deemed expedient to keep Syria as a 
power between Assyria and Israel (F. Brown, Assyriology, 6o f.; Kit. Hist. 
II. 272), When Shalmaneser attacked Ben-hadad, Ahab and other neigh• 
boring princes came to the assistance of Syria, but all were defeated in the 
battle of Karkar (854 n.c.; see Shalmaneser-Monolith, col. II. 91 f,; Sehr. 
KGF. 359-64; KB. I. 172; COT. I. 182-90; We. SV. I. 31 ff.; Sta. G VI. I. 
528 f.; McC. RPM. I. 272-80; R. F. Harper, ABL. 43). In the year follow
ing (853 B.c.) Ahab took advantage of a respite from Assyria to make his 
fatal campaign against Ben-hadad ( 1 K. 221-40). Hazael, the usurper, successor 
of Ben-hadad II., captured the land east of the Jordan (2 K. io:J2f. 13U.7.2ll) 
from Jehu and Jehoahaz, and made a campaign against the Philistines (2 K. 
1217f-), in which Jehoash of Judah secured the safety of Jerusalem by giving 
him presents. But Hazael's son, Ben-hadad III., was defeated by Joash of 
Israel three times, and Jeroboam II. took away from him Hamath and 
Damascus, or, at least, part of the territory belonging to Damascus (2 K. 1326 

14116· 28). Moreover, Adad-nirari III. (812-783 11.c.) of Assyria besieged Da• 
mascus and compelled its king, Mari, to pay heavy tribute. In the time of 
Amos, therefore, Syria was greatly weakened, but was probably giving signs 
of renewed hostility. 

3 b, c. I will not revoke it] Cf. Is. 55 11• The pronoun" it" is 
ambiguous here as in Nu. 2300 Is. 4313 4818

; it probably refers to 
the anger of Yahweh, i.e. the threatening which is involved in the 
preceding verse, and in this case the idea is that Yahweh will not 
avert the punishment which he has already threatened.* Others 
refer it to the specific threatening which is to be uttered in verses 
,..

nd5.t A different turn is given to the verb by translating it 
"repay," "pay back," t and making the sentence interrogative, 
although without the sign of interrogation. Hesselberg, however, 
giving the verb the same force but taking the connection differently, 
arrives at this interpretation, " I will not repay Syria for the inde-

• Jus., Hi., Ew., Pu., Or., We., Now., Dr. t Marek, Mau. 
! The other meaning of J•ll'i1, revoke, turn, regularly requirin& r-,i;i or '1"• 

So Va. 



finable number 0£ lesser crimes of which she has been guilty, but 
on account of her threshing Gilead," etc. Some refer the pro
noun to Syria, the verb being translated "convert."• Others refer 
" it " to some earlier prophecy, the fulfilment of which has been 
delayed, but according to Amos will not be revoked,t The 
translation " I will not bring them back," t requires a late date for 
the prophecy. By a change of pointing (v.s.) Hoffmann trans
lates, "I will not let them dwell in peace." - Because they have 
threshed Gilead§] The country, not the mountain, of Gilead is 
intended. The word is derived, according to Gn. 31•7 4'-, from 
the Aramaic words meaning hill (1:i,i) and witness (iii), II and 
accordingly was used at first as the name of the mountainous 
region forming the boundary between Israel and her Aramaean 
neighbors. For a good example of this narrower usage, see 
Ct. 41. · At an early period, however, it took on a larger meaning 
and designated, in contrast with Canaan, west of the Jordan, all 
the territory east of the Jordan except Bashan (cf. Dt. 318 Jos. 
1J10. ·uu.). In Dt. 341 Bashan seems to be included,1 It stands 
specifically for the territory of the two and a half tribes (e.g. 
Nu. 32m. 111· 39 Jos. 12u). In I S. 1 s7 Gad and Gilead are joined. 
That Amos used the word in the latter sense appears from 
2 K. ro32 f-, although even here it is used in two senses in the 
same passage.•• - With threshing instruments of iron] The read
ing of 8 (v.s.) is without basis. References in the O. T. to 
threshing machines or instruments are easily classified according 
as they speak ( 1) of the ordinary work of such machines 
( 2 S. 2422 1 Ch. 21 23 Is. 2827· 28) ; ( 2) of their use as instruments 
of torture (here, and 2 S. 1281 1 Ch. 203), or (3) in a figurative 
sense (Jb. 4130 of the crocodile ; Is. 4116 of Israel). To under• 
stand their use as instruments of torture we must note the three 
forms which are described as still found in Oriental countries, 

• Jer. t Mit. t Day and Chapin, AJSL. XVIII. 73f. 
§ Cf. the similar phraseology used by Tiglathpi!eser III.: "the land Btt-Amuk

Uni I threshed as with a threshing instrument; all its people, and its possessions 
I brought to Assyria" (KB. II. 4[; cf. ABL. 54). 

II Cf. suggestion of Ba. ii ~! lull of eternity, Hb. 3& (iv. '1;1J) and Gn. ~ 
(D~\y nip~~). 

'II Cf. GAS. HG. ,548 f., 575-go; S. Merrill, art. "Gilead," DB.; Che. art. 
"Gilead," EB. ff Ba. 

C 
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viz. (1) that seen by Niebuhr at Yemen,• a great stone, in 
the shape of a wooden drag, drawn over the grain by two oxen; 
(2) that seen by Niebuhr in Syria,t a sledge, made of planks 
underneath which are fixed sharp flints, or pieces of sharp iron ; 
(3) that described by Girard, t a threshing wagon, consisting of 
a square frame of wood across which, parallel with two of the 
sides, run two axletrees, on one of which are three, and on 
the other four flat iron wheels. § Only prisoners of war were 
thus tortured ; the custom was not uncommon of placing them 
on the ground like grain, and driving the machine over them. 
Other cruelties ( cf. 2 S. 1231) were practised at the same time. 
The cruelties here represented, whether literally or figuratively, 
were probably those practised by Hazael (842-802 B.c), in the 
incursions during the reigns of J ehu and J ehoahaz ( cf. 2 K. gu 
1032 r. rJ7).-4. Send a fire] For fire as a symbol of war, see 
Ju. i'J; of divine wrath, which frequently finds expression in war, 
Dt. 424 3222• The same words are used in Ho. gu and J e. 1 7'ZI 
21 14 49'Zt 5082• It is hardly to be taken either as literal fire, or as 
lightning; II cf. Ju. 2048 and 2 K. 812.-In the house of Hazael] 
Hazael,1 the founder of the dynasty which sat upon the throne 
of Syria in the times of Amos, was a contemporary of J oram 
( 2 K. 829), J ehu ( 2 K. 1082), and J ehoahaz ( 2 K. 1 322). His occu
pation of the throne was foretold. by Elisha ( 2 K. 87-18). The 
allusion here may be to Damascus, or to a royal palace in 
Damascus, as favored by the parallelism, or to the dynasty of 
Hazael. In any case the thought is essentially the same. -
The palaces of Ben-hadad] A phrase practically parallel with 
"house of Hazael." The name scarcely refers to Ben-hadad I. 
(about 900), or Ben-hadad II. (about 874), both of whom pre
ceded Hazael, but rather to Ben-hadad III. ( 2 K. 108 1325), •• 

the son and successor of Hazael. The suggestion tt t!_iat this 

• Reiu6eschreibungvon Ara/Jim, 158. t Ibid. 158. Post, PEF., 189I, p. II4. 
t Memoire sur J'agricultur,, l'industru et le commerce de l'Egypte, II. 504 f. 

(cf. Ba.). 
§ Cf.Dr.227f.; Now.Arch.l.232ff.: Benz.Arch.209f. IJSchro.; GFM.Ju.21. 
,i Ri. HBA. I. 572; COT. I. 196ff., 202ff.; Sta. GVI. I. 54o--6, 562-0; Che, 

art." Haznel," EB.; C. F. Burney, art. "Hazael, .. DB. 
ff Or., Dr.; v. GAS. art." Damascus;· EB.; and KA TB. 134, on the question 

of two or three Ben-hadads. tt Cf. Mit.; KA ra. 134-



may be the same as Mari whom Adad-nirari III. (803 B.c.) 
conquered is hardly tenable. By some the name is thought 
to be a title of Syrian kings as Pharaoh was of the Egyptian 
kings;* others think Hazael and Ben-hadad are used as typical, 
representative names of the kings of Damascus.t - 5. The 
bars ef Damascus] The bars employed in ancient cities to 
fasten the gates are frequently used by synecdoche for the de
fences of a city (Ju. 168 1 K. 413 Je. 5130 Lam. 2 9). The power 
of Yahweh will break in pieces the defences of the city.-An 
inhabitant] i.e. the common people ; either so, or with equal 
appropriateness, the one st'tting on a throne; the former is favored 
by the context which has another term for ruler (v.i.); for 
the latter, cf. Ps. 2 4 223.-The valley ef Aven] If the He
brew text be read with (lj J1M, t instead of J.W, and it be remem
bered that On was the Egyptian name for Heliopolis, a name 
given also to Baalbek, because it was a centre of the sun-worship, 
the prophet must have had in mind "the valley of the Lebanon" 
(Jos. u 11 127), the Coele-Syria of the Greeks, the modern El
buka'a. With this may be compared Ezekiel's similar treatment of 
the Egyptian On (3011

). If the Hebrew text is retained, the pun 
is introduced to bring out more distinctly the idolatry.§ The inter
pretation, valley of idolatry, II presents no satisfactory explanation. 
- The sceptre holder] This phrase in Ju. 514 means governor, in 
Am. 28 judge.,r It evidently denotes the supreme officer, whether 
king or judge, and is either synonymous with inhabitant of the 
preceding member, or in contrast with it. -From Beth-Eden] The 
localities suggested for this designation are ( 1) old J f1sieh, near 
Riblah, thirty miles N .E. from Baalbek; ** ( 2) the modern Jubb
'Adin, twenty-five miles N .E. from Damascus, perhaps a country 
seat of the Syrian kings ;tt (3) 'Ehden or Bet J enn, near the foot 
of Hermon, eastward; H (4) 'Ehden, on the N.W. slope of Leba
non, near the great cedars;§§ (5) the Eden of Ez. 272:\ 1111 (cf. 

• Jer., Bauer, Schr5.; cf. Je. 49i1, t We., Now., Marti. 
1 See against this view EB. I. 390. 
§ So Dahl, Hi., Ba., GAS.; but 11. We,, Now., Dr. 1111, Os., Gun., Or. 
'If So Hi. ff Hi., Ke. tt St.; Hoffm. ZA W. III. 97. 
tt Ros., cf. Ba. M Bauer. 
1111 Ri. HBA. I. 176; COT. II. II f.; Wkl. Forsch. I. 104-; Now.; but 11. Che. 

EB. I. 551 f.; Dr. 228 f. 
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2 K. 1912 Is. 3 712
), which is the Bit-Adini of the Assyrian inscrip

tions ( often mentioned by Ashurnac;irpal and Shalmaneser II.), an 
Aramaic kingdom, on both banks of the Middle Euphrates. - The 
people of A ram] v.s. under Damascus. - Shall go into captivity] 
The word :,~i meaning to be or make naked is here for the 
first time used in the sense of go into captivity. The earlier 
word :i::lltl to carry captive is used of captives as individuals, al
though individuals are, of course, included in a general captivity 
( cf. 717). :,!:,), on the other hand, stands for a national captivity or 
exile, when a whole nation is deported. Since the Assyrians (under 
Tiglathpileser III.) were the first to introduce this policy, the idea 
had not existed among the Hebrews before the time of Amos.* 
The policy, as history shows, was one which contributed to the 
fall of the Assyrian empire. - To Kir] The following suggestions 
have been made : ( 1) The original home of the Aramaeans 
( cf. 97) ; t ( 2) the place to which they were afterwards carried 
(2 K. 169) ; t (3) to be pointed "11i' and taken as the name 
of the river w~ich rises in the Caucasus and empties into the 
Caspian Sea;§ (4) Cyropolis; II (5) the Syrian province, Cyrr
hestica; 1 ( 6) Cyrene ; ** ( 7) Kurenia in Media, cf. Is. 212 

228 ; tt (8) Kuris, north of Aleppo; U but nothing certain has 
yet been discovered. The latest suggestions are to emend -,•;, 
to P~i', the name of a nation mentioned in Ez. 232:1, corresponding 
to the }$:utft or ~ue of the Assyrian inscriptions;§§ to emend to 
.,,, and identify it with the Karians whom Arrian (III. 85

) men
tions in connection with the Sittakenians. 1111 In the mind of 
the prophet the world power by which this judgment was to be 
executed was Assyria. This is evident from the historical situa
tion of the times, in which Assyria, of all the nations, was the 
only one capable of accomplishing such a thing; from the 

• McC. RPM. I. 327 f. But cf. GSG. History, 170,239, who claims that this was 
introduced as early as Tig. Pil. I. (uoo B.C.), and developed by Tig. Pi!, III. 

t Ki., Ba. t Jus. 
§ Mich.; Bauer, cf. Jus.; but the name of this river begins with Knot Q, and 

the river lies outside of the territory that was dominated by Assyria. 
II Struensee, 214. 'II Har.; Furrer, BL. III. 534, - l!r, 'A, ll'. 
it Bochart, Rei.re,, cf. Ba, t! Socio. 
§§ W. Max Muller, art." Kir," DB.; Wkl. Untersuch. 177; cf. Kio., Co., and 

Bredenkamp on Is. 2,a,Sf. UU So. Wkl, Fors,;h. II. 254ff.; cf, EB. art." Kir," 
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"deportation" policy referred to in :,1,) (v.i), a policy peculiar to 
Assyria; and from the direct naming of Assyria by Hosea ( 106) 

the younger contemporary of Amos. The historical statement of 
the overthrow of Syria by the Assyrians is given in the Annals 
of Tiglathpileser III.* 

8 • .,CK] Indefinite pf. v. H. 17, 3; Dr. § 9; cf. KB. Stil. 112 f. -:ilV~IV ~;, 

1Jt] So also vs.8· 9-11· 13 2L "- 6; for this use of numbers to express the idea of 
indefiniteness v. GK. 134s; KB. Stil. 163 f.; for a similar use of one and two, 
Dt. 3280 Je. 314 Jb. 3i4 4a6 Ps. 62lll &clus. 3817 ; two and three, Jb. 33~ 
Is. If 2 K. 982 Ho. 62 Am. 48 Ecclus. 137 2318 2628 327 5o25; four and jivt, 
Is. 178 ; jive and six, 2 K. 1319; six and seven, Jb. 519 Pr. 616 ; seven and eigh.l, 
M;i. 54 Ee. u 2; nine and ten, Ecclus. 257 ; the same usage exists in Arab. 
(cf. Spitta, § 132b), in Syriac (cf. NB. Syr, Gram. § 240B), in the Tel
el-Amarna Letters (87, 1, 44; 120, l. 32), in Greek ( Odys. V. 306) and 
Latin (Horace, Carm. I. 21, 13; Virgil, Aen. I. 94), - •;,iioll] a stronger 
word than "1:l)), always containing the idea of wilful opposition, whereas the 
latter is the etymological equivalent of transgress, i.e. overstep the limit; 
cf. 11c:, to miss (the mark). -1JJ•rv11] It has been urged against the usual 
interpretation of this (I) that the suffix cannot refer to ,,, since this has 
not been mentioned and is not readily supplied from the preceding con
text, (2) that it cannot refer to the threat in v.2, since v.2 contains nothi'lg 
touching foreign nations and, moreover, to represent ,, as uttering a threat 
and at once declaring his purpose not to withdraw it is to compromise him, 
(3) that the suffix is not sufficient to designate an unspoken oracle, (4) that 
punishments are always revoked on account of repentance, not "on account of 
three or four transgressions" as here (so Hoffm. ZAW. III. 97; Elh. 139). 
But the emendations proposed (v.s.) are certainly no less objectionable, e.g. 
if it referred to the people the pl. suffix would be more natural, especially i• 
view of the immediately following civ,,; furthermore u;i•rpN 11S is a very weak 
expres5ion of the thought of exile. -n,i-,nJ] The more ordinary word is Ji1c 

with which y,,n is used as a descriptive term in Is. 41 15 ; the primary meaning 
of yin= cut, cf. Assy. lJaril!u =dig: the r1-,:, is mentioned again in Is. 2827 

Jb, 4180; and possibly in 2 S. 1281 where it is vocalized r"11i• The modern 
name for the JilD in Palestine is nauraj, and among the common people 
mauraj: it is still called m8riig in the ~alamiln mountains around Ma 'lilU 

• The passage relating to the conquest of Damascus is badly mutilated; in part 
it reads as follows: " In order to save his life, he fled alone • • . I entered the 
chief gate of his city; his chief officer I captured alive ••. impaled him and sub
dued his land , • . I captured his city and shut him up like a bird in a cage •. , 
his groves which were innumerable I cut down and left not a tree standing ... thJ! 
house of the father of Reiin of Damascus, impassable mountains ... ," See 
Layard, Inscription, in the Cuneiform Character-, pl. 72, ls. 3-16; COT. I. 252-7; 
Rost, Du Ktiischrifttexte Tiglat-Pilesws Ill, I. 34--7. 
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(PEF., 1891, p. 114; Dr. 227 f.). The :i7~, UM! and ll'\7fll 'J?~ of Is. 28i'I' f. 
point to the third form of threshing instrument mentioned above (v. p. 18). 
-4. l'\\ll:1'111] A poetic word which does not occur in the Hcxateuch, Ju., or 
S., and is used chiefly in the prophets. It is sometimes considered a for
mation from 0'111 (BSZ.; BDB.; Ko. II. 1, pp. 154, 203). It is probably a 
loan word of uncertain origin (Ew.5, 496). Its usual meaning is clearly 
palace, but it has also the meaning fortress, citadel. Cf. Assyr. ulmbu, 
palace, and almattu, castle (Muss-Arnolt, Diet.). -,,:-qJ] In view of 8 uloO 
'A.'lUp, Assy. Dad-'idri, or better Bir-'idri ( = (ilu)IM-'idri; Shalmaneser
Obelisk, 59, 88; KB. I. 134; Wkl. Untersucli. 68ff.; Hilprecht, Assyriaca, 
76ff.; Sayce, art. "Ben-hadad," DB.; Che. art. "Ben-hadad," EB.), and 
the reading "1JJ.' -,,:,, (1 Ch. 188, for '11).! '1'1~) the proper form is -,,:, p or 
better ,,:i "1J, The divine name Bir seems to have been confused by the 
Hebrew scribes with the Aramaic bar= son, and was thus rendered ben. The 
meaning of the name is "Bir is my glory." The name Adores used by Justin 
(36, 2) is identified by Noldeke (BL. I. 392) with our Ben-hadad. On the use 
of the name of this god in Syrian proper names v. Sayce, Hibbert Lectures 
(1887), 55 f.-5. 1111] Macrobius (Sat. I. 23) and Lucian (de Dea Syria,§ 5) 
state that the worship of the sun at Heliopolis in Syria was derived from Heli
opolis in Egypt (quoted by Rob. BR2• III. 518). On the supposition that this 
is correct, the name On is explained as having been carried over from Egypt 
also; cf. Egyptian Auna. But the statements of Macrobius and Lucian arc 

without further support and, as Dr. suggests, may be "nothing more than 
inferences from the fact of two celebrated temples being dedicated to a similar 
cult"; if so, the name On together with the Egyptian theory of its origin, 
must go. In any case On was the secular, not the religious, name of the 
Egyptian Heliopolis. We. suggests the possibility that 1111 is a corruption of 
the name of some god, and doubts whether H eliopolis was an Aramaic city in 
the time of Amos (so also EB. I. 390; cf. Wkl. Untersucli. 183 n.; Hirscht, 
ZwTli. XLIV. 46f.; Ko. Stil. 297),-1:lJIV 7011'11] The Hadad inscription of 
Zinjirli, 11. 15, 20, and 25, contains the Aramaic equivalent of this phrase, viz. 
,~n m11 (DHM. Die altsemit. Inscliriflen von Sendschirli (1893), 20f.; quoted 
by Dr.). Cf. the <r1<•irrouxos {Jacr,"'!,.evs of Homer (Il. II. 26; Od. II. 231). 
- tiJ.l l"l'JO] The Assyrian Blt-Adini was the occasion of more than one cam
paign on the part of Ashuma,irpal and Shalmaneser II. The latter gives a full 
account (Monolith Inscription, col. I. 12-29, II. 1-35) of the capture of Ag uni, 
the son of Adini, the ruler of B!t-Adini; the inhabitants of Blt-Adini seem to 
have been called !'1J.' 'lJ; the Assyrian inscriptions likewise speak of Bit-Am
man, e.g. Bu-du-il sar Blt-Am-ma-na (KB. II. 149, ABL. 86.) while the 0. T. 
mentions the llO).! 'lJ. The objection that BU-Adini had long been subject to 
Assyria, hence cannot be the place referred to here, seems fatal (Che. EB. I. 
552; cf. Wkl. Untersuch. 183; Rogers, History of Babylonia and Assyria, 
II. 74; GSG. Hist. 191, 198, 213); Xapp,iv in 6 is due to confusion of , 

and.,, - ,~.n] Cf. Arab. ~ uncover, emigrate, and ~ make bare, go into 
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exile; so Aram. and Syriac. It is applied but rarely to the exiling of indi
viduals, e.g. 2 S. 151a, and is sometimes used figuratively of lifeless things, e.g. 
Pr. :z7:16 1 S. 4Slf, Is. 2411 Ho. 1o6. 11.:1111 seems to have been the earlier word 

(cf. Arab.;,.=., be captured; Syr. J.::::.,.,, take; Assyr. sab(I, to overpower, 

attack). nSJ does not appear in this sense prior to the coming of the Assyrian 
forces westward.-C"1N] cf. Assyr. Aramu, which is never applied to people 
west of the Euphrates, who are always called Efatti. -i"l"1'i'] W. Max Muller, 
art." Kir," DB., suggests that 11,,1, C"1N cv 1,J1 is an interpolation based upon 
97; urging that if Kir was the original home of the Aramaeans (97) the 
Assyrians would certainly never have deported them thither, but rather to 
some strange region. 

8-8. Judgment upon Philistz'a. - Next in order Philistia is 
upbraided for the sins of which her cities have been guilty, in 
punishment for which the entire country shall perish. 

The strophic arrangement of vs,6-3 is like that of vs,3"5, viz. 5 + 3 + 4. 
The parallelism is exact, if the line, "and I will turn my hand against Ekron," 
be transposed from the middle of v.8 to be the last line of v.7• Even a hasty 
comparison of the two pieces shows that by this change, the lines of each 
piece beginning with "and I will cut off " are brought into the same position; 
likewise, in the case of the lines beginning with "and the one holding, etc.," 
while the climactic arrangement of strophe 3 is thus preserved. 

6. lJJ'IVN] 6 renders suf. ain-06$,-,J.'] 6 heKev; cf. d.v0' cliv in v.•.
:ic,iv] 8 TOO "I.o."Xwµ,C:,v ( = :ii:i':>\/i, or an error of a copyist for the transcribed 
qo.},,77µ,o.). -"1'JO:i,] Wkl. treats 'as a gloss based on v.9 ( Untersuck. 183; so 
Lohr.); but 01,N, cannot well follow cJ"11,J:'I (Now., Oet.)-7. n!llM] 6.S~ 
pl.; but cf. n•-,:i, :111'1', 70,n. - 8. JIV1•] 3 pl.-7!lln] 3 f~o.p0,iO'ETC%L,-0,nlV~ll] 
8 TWP d.XXocJ,6-Xwv, the regular rendering outside of the Hex. - ,n,:i•ll':i1] to be 
transposed (v.s.).-:i,,,, 'Ji"] 3 K6pio$, 

6 a. Gaza] As Damascus (v.3
) represented Syria, so Gaza, as 

the largest city of the Philistines, and perhaps as the centre of the 
slave traffic here rebuked, is used for Philistia (v.i.). On this city 
v. George Adam Smith.• 

The name of the Philistines is similar in all the languages of their neigh
bors. In Egyptian it is Purasati, and in Assyrian Palastu, Pilistu, and 
PiliUu. The Philistines were immigrants into Palestine from Caphtor (Am. 97 

Dt. 228), an island (Je. 47C), doubtless in the Mediterranean. This place has 
been variously identified, e.g. with Cyprus, Kc£p1ro.Oor, and Crete. The last 

• HG. 181:lt 
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seems most probable both from its size and from notices in which the Phi
listines are called c•i:,=17 (l!J Kp'7TWP) and similar expressions (1 S. 301'- 16 

Ez. 251S-16 Zp. zl; Ba., GAS. HG. 171). The view which places Caphtor in 
Egypt (Ebers, Aegyptm u. Bucher Mose's, 127 ff.) is untenable, although pos
sibly the Philistines dwelt there for a time before their final location (Gn. 1014). 

A Semitic origin has been claimed for them by many (Ew., Sta, G VI. I. 142; 

cf. W. J. Beecher, art, "Philistines," DB.), chiefly on the ground of the 
proper names. But from part of the names and from their general un
Semitic characteristics, a non-Semitic origin is more probable (Ba., Wkl. 
GI. I. 216; McC. HPM. § 192). The available evidence indicates that 
they were probably Aryan pirates whose first settlement in Palestine was 
made about the age of Ramses III. (Ew., GFM. Ju. 80; Brugsch, Egypt 
under the Pharaohs, 329 ff.; Ed. Meyer, GA. I. 319 f.), Probably in the 
patriarchal time they occupied a small territory between Egypt and Gaza (Ba., 
Beecher, Wkl., d al.), since the early references to them are too numerous to 
be explained as later additions. They were so formidable at the time of the 
Exodus that the Hebrews were not willing to take the direct road to Palestine 
(Ex. 1317). They were either partially conquered under Joshua and some of 
their cities taken (Ju. 118), the view of many; or else they had not yet occu
pied those cities, but toward 'the close of the period of the Judges were 
greatly strengthened by numerous immigrants directly from their original home, 
summoned because of their fear of the growing power of the Hebrews (Ba.). 
Near the close of the period of the Judges they became so strong that they 
invaded the territory of the Hebrews and subdued them (Ju. 144 1511). We 
have records of their defeating Israel ( I S. 4 ff.), and only in the time of 
Samuel were they defeated (1 S. 78 tr. especially v.14), Saul had frequent con. 
tests with them (1 S. 171 ff. 186 198 231 ft', 291 3r4). After this time, they 
appear to have been so far conquered that they are seldom mentioned. 
Cf. the view of W. Max Muller, AuE. 38g f., that the last Egyptian king of the 
21St dynasty conquered them. This explains why David and Solomon had 
little trouble with them ( 2 S. 81), 

6 b. Because they carried into complete captivity] Cf. J,e. 245 28• 
Ob.20

• This has been taken to mean : ( r) a peaceful captivity, 
i.e. "captivity of those who lived peacefully with them, and had 
not injured them," * ( 2) a holy or pious captivity,t (3) captivity 
of Solomon as in @, which (although a copyist's error) is de
fended by Theodoret, t while ( 4) Jerome understands it to mean 
a perfect captivity, i.e. the hardest service;§ tut the phrase here 
and in v.9 refers rather to a complete captivity, i.e. one of the 
whole people, neither age nor sex being spared ( cf. Je. 1J19) ,U Cf. 

• Geb., Grotius. t Jus. t Cf. Ba. § Va. II Cal., We,, Now., ulll. 
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the translations of Driver, they carried into. exile entire popula
tions; Ewald, whole villages, and Winckler (v.s.).-To deliver 
them up to Edom] Either to deliver up as a fugitive slave to his 
master• ( cf. Dt. 2i5), or to deliver over to Edom to be resold. 
From this reference, and from v.9

, Edom, in these early days, must 
have been engaged in the slave trade between different nations.t 
There seems to be allusion to an historical incident, for the 
definite recovery of which the data are insufficient. According 
to Hitzig, the Phoenicians (see v.9) sold the slaves to the Philis
tines, who again sold them to the Edomites, the greater activity 
of the Philistines being reflected in the use of ni',1-, rather than 
"\•Jc:,, and in the order of the names in vs.~10

, Philistines, Phoeni
cians, since Jo. i gives them in the reverse order. According to 
Baur t the Philistines sold them to the Phoenicians, and they again 
to the Edomites, Tyre being the chief slave market. For this it is 
urged that ni',J:,, used of the Philistines, means their actual removal 
from the land, while i•Jc:, of the Phoenicians refers only to their 
dealing in them. Slavery was an essential element in ancient 
civilization, and the supply of slaves was in large part recruited 
from captives taken in war. The large demand for them under 
the ancient regime is evidenced by the gigantic pyramids of 
Egypt, by representations on Assyrian bas-reliefs, and by the 
legislation concerning them in the Hammurabi code; cf. e.g. 
§§ 15-20, n8, 119, 175, 176, 226, 227. Does Jo. 3~ refer to 
the same event? and is the event that which is described as 
occurring under Jehoram (2 Ch. 2116) § or Ahaz (2 Ch. 2818) II? 
It seems best either to understand that reference is made to 
both of them and to any other similar event,, or that there 
is no specific reference intended.** Indeed, it is not certain 
that ni',J refers at all to the Israelites.tt The sons of Javan Qo. 3") 
may refer to an Arabian tribe (cf. Ez. 2i19, v.s.) rather than to the 
Greeks. H-7. Gaza] Gaza was the most southern (2 K. 188) 
and important of the five Philistine cities ( 1 S. 617

). Being the 

• Kusznitzki. 
t Cf. also Ez. 2716 (reading c,~ (Edom) for c,~ (Aram), as do l!i', ~. 'A,, Da. 

Toy, Co., Hi., Kraetzschmar, et al.). t p. 96; so also Ew. 
§ Mit II Ros., Schrii. "J Jus. ff 0s. tt We. 
U Ba.; cf. Che, art," Javan," EB.; Sta. Das Volt J'avan (1880). 
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last town on the road to Egypt, it was always closely connected 
with Egypt.* 

Its situation on the edge of the desert made it important to caravans. It 
was located on a hill about a hundred feet high, three miles from the Mediter
ranean, and fifty miles S.W. of Jerusalem. In ancient times it was the centre 
of great caravan routes north to Jerusalem, Damascus, Tyre, etc., and south 
to Egypt, South Arabia, Petra, and Palmyra. In the Tel-el-Amarna period it 
was held by Egypt. Early Israel probably never captured Gaza (Ju. 119 38 

Jos. 13B), To the contrary effect are Jos. 1547 Ju. 118 (cf. 6), which are prob
ably later additions. Gaza ( = Assyr. Qa-az-za-tu or !:fa-zi-ti) suffered severely 
at the hands of the Assyrians in the times of Tiglathpileser III. (734 B.c.). 
In the Nimrud Inscription, I. 62, Hanno of Gaza is mentioned as paying 
tribute; see ABL. 57; KB. II. 21. In the annals of Tiglathpileser (III. 
R 10, 2, ls. 19 ff.) in connection with the attack upon Israel, we read, "As for 
Hanno of Gaza [who] had fled [before] my [weapons] and escaped to 
Mutsri- Gaza [I captured], its possessions, [its] gods [I carried away] 
••• and my royal image [I set up]." See KB. II. 32 f.; COT. I. 247. 

8 c. And I will turn my hand] Strike with repeated blows,t 
rather than extend in a new movement. t Cf. also Ju. 69 Is. 1 211 

Zc. 13' Ps. 811\ Thi~ has been transposed ( v.s.). - Ekron] The 
northernmost of the four cities named, was of importance because 
it possessed an oracle of Baalzebub (2 K. 12

), and was on a 
good trade route, being on the northern frontier of Philistia, nine 
miles from the sea, in the vale of Sorek, where a pass breaks 
through the low hills to Ramleh. It was on a branch of the line 
of traffic. Hence, possibly, it is mentioned only once in the 
Egyptian lists, viz. by Thutmosis III. It was thus the nearest 
of the Philistine cities to Judah. - 8 a, b. Ashdod] Was a well
fortified city, south of Ekron, 2 I miles N .E. of Gaza and three 
miles from the seacoast; cf. Jos. 1 J3 1 S. 617t.. It was anciently 
of importance as the halfway station on the road from Gaza to 
Joppa. It was well watered, and situated at the mouth of the 
most broad and fertile valley of Palestine. The cult of Dagon 
was especially associated with Ashdod ( cf. 1 S. 5 f. 1 Mace. 1083 

n 4
). From 39 it may be supposed to have been in the times of 

Amos a place of some repute. - Aske/on] mentioned as early as 

• Cf. the lists of Ramses II. and III. which are treated in RP2• VI. 24 ff., 31ft; 
W. M. Muller, A. und E., 159, 164 ff., 2ZJ ff., 393; Sayce, Patriarckal Palestine, 235-
40; cf. Paton, Hist, 78 (map). t Ros., Ba. 1 Mit, 
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on Meneptah's Israel-stele, was situated in a rocky amphitheatre 
immediately on the coast. It was isolated from the other Philis
tine cities by its location. 

Letters from its governor form a part of the Amarna correspondence 
(Arn. Tab. 207, 211 f.; see transl. of No. 207 in Paton, Hist. 101; Wkl. 
Amarna Letters). It is mentioned as a part of the Philistine territory in the 
days of Samson (Ju. 1419), Samuel ( 1 S. 617), David ( 2 S. 1W), Zephaniah ( 2•· 1), 

Jeremiah (2520 47~· 1), and the later Zechariah (9•). Metinti of Askelon is 
mentioned among the tributaries of Tiglathpileser IIL (Nimrud Inscription, 
l. 61, v. ABL. 57). 

8 d. The remnant of the Philistines shall perish] Not the in
habitants of the cities and villages (including Gath) unmentioned 
before• ( cf. Je. 398 Ne. 772

), nor the last man of the Philistines t 
(cf. n...,MN, 42 i), but the remnant of the Philistines wherever 
they may be, i.e. all the Pht'listinu. Cf. Ez. 363• \ Other pre
dictions against Philistia will be found in Is. uH 14211-32 Je. 2520 47 
Zp. 2H Ez. 2515-17 Zc. 9H.-The Lord Yahweh] The roost com
mon designation for the deity in Amos, occurring fifteen times. 

8. no,lt' m,J cm,Jn 'l1] The pron. suf. used as subj. GK. u5 k; Ko. 229 d; 
H. 29, 2 b(1); the cogn. acc. GK. I 17 p, q; H. 32, 2; prep. and inf. expressing 
causal clause, GK. 158 c; Ko. 403 f; lit. because they carried into exile an entire 
exile, i.e. exiled company; cf. Is. 4513, the fem. being used collectively, GK. 
122s; Ko. 255 d; so also the other deriv. n~1l (cf. Je. 291).-c~N~ "l•JM~] 
"l'Jlm is followed by ~N (Dt. 2316), i•:J (1 S. 2311· 12· 20), and as here ~ (Ps. 
78.S, ro. 62); this would seem to be a poetic usage. The Hiph. like the Pi. 
= shut one up to, deliver over to; the acc. of the person is omitted here as in 
1 S. 2312, The inf. with ~ = purpose ; GK. 114 /, g; H. 29, 3 a ; Ko. 407 a. 

9, 10. Judgment upon Tyre. -The world-catastrophe which 
the prophet sees includes also Phoenicia. The relationship be
tween Phoenicia and Israel had been very close (v.z".); but the 
threats of destruction here uttered continued to be made to 
the very end (cf. Is. 23 Je. 2522 Ez. 26-28 Zc. ib). 

The structure of this oracle ( and of the foHowing one), viz. 5 and 2, is 
very different from that of the preceding. Strophe I is the same including ( 1) 
line 1, the divine authority; (2) lines 2, 3, the use of the symbolical numbers, 
marking the transgression in a general way, as one often repeated; (3) lines 3, 
4, 5, the more specific charge; while strophe 2 is a reproduction of the first 

• Jer, tEw.,Now, 
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two lines of strophe 2 of the preceding oracles. There is nothing to corre
spond to strophe 2, line 3, and all of strophe 3, including the closing :i,;,, "ltlH. 
This striking variation of form in the utterances against Tyre (vs.9• 10), Edom 
(vs.11.1.2), and Judah (24· 6) is to be explained, not upon the ground of a 
desire to condense, in order to avoid too much monotony and repetition, 
for it would be impossible in that case to understand why the condensation 
is made in one case rather than in another; but upon the supposition, for 
which there is other support, that these particular utterances, viz. concerning 
Tyre, Edam, and Judah, are not from Amos, but are interpolations from a later 
time. The considerations to be noted here are: (I) If the geographical 
order prevailed as elsewhere, from N. to S., vs.9-U would have preceded 
vs.6-8; (2) the charge made here is the same as that made against the 
Philistines; (3) the·• "ltlH is lacking here as in the section on Edom (vs.11-12). 
Cf. We., Now., Lohr; Che. EB. I. 151; Baumann.-9. "11] Wkl. (KAT.1 I. 
147; so Che. Crit. Bib.) "lltl referring to the N. Arabian Mu,;:ri.-no~111] 6 

• V 
(as in v.6) no~lf'--O•nH] .$ J..:~J?.-c,H~] not C"IH~, for Amos would have 
said Damascus; Wkl. ( CI. I. 199 note) omits, since it really comes from v.8; 

but this is not certain. 

9 a.. Tyre] i.e. Phoenicia. According to the usual view, tre 
Phoenicians were a Semitic people, who, like the Aramaeans and 
Hebrews, formed a part of the great Semitic westward immi
grations. 

That they were origi~ally related to the Hebrews may be concluded from 
their Semitic speech, which can hardly have been borrowed by either nation. 
They are named with the Hamites in Gn. 1o6 for good reasons, as that table 
does not contemplate actual relationship but geographical distribution. The 
oldest settlement of the Phoenicians was Sidon. The Assyrian inscriptions 
mention a great and a small Sidon (Sennacherib, Taylor Cyl. II. 38; COT. I. 
87; RFH. ABL. 71). From that point they spread, first to the north on 
the coast (cf. Gn. I015), and later to the south, where Tyre was founded as a 
colony of Sidon (cf. Is. 2J1Z, where it is called 11,,~-n~). Tyre, the prominence 
of which dates from about 1197 B.c., was first built on the mainland, thirty 
furlongs south of the later island-city, called by the old writers IlriXrifrupor (Jos. 
Ant. 9, 14, 2; Strabo, 16, 2, 24; Diodorus, 17,4; Curtius, 4, 2, 18; Ba. 239). 
Old Tyre is probably meant by "I~ "IP!? (Jos. 19211 2 S. 247). It existed at the 
time of the Exodus, but seems to have been of little importance, in view of 
the above passage in Joshua, which contains the only mention before David's 
time, and represents it to have been conquered by the tribe of Asher, although 
other Phoenician cities, as Acco, Sidon, were not so treated (Ju. 181). Homer 
often mentions Sidon, but never Tyre (II. VI. 289; XXIII. 743; Odys. XIV. 
84; XIII. 285; XV. 425), but both are mentioned in the Tel-el•Amarna letten 
(e.g. Nos. 17 and 18). By reason of their increase, the Tyrians founded the 
new city on an island four furlongs from the mainland, and being thus pro-
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tected {rom enemies they soon rose to importance, In David's time they had 
their own powerful king (2 S. 511), and from that time on are frequently men
tioned. By the year 900 B.c. they had taken the supremacy of the Phoenicians 
away from Sidon, as shown by the fact that in I K. 1631 Ethbaal is King of 
the Sidonians, while according to Josephus (Ant. VIII. 13, 2) he was King 
of Tyre. On Tyrian coins of Antioch us Epiphanes, we read "metropolis of 
the Sidonians," the Phoenicians generally being called Sidonians. Tyre is 
often mentioned in the Assyrian inscriptions (v.i.). Both Sidon and Tyre 
are written with the determinatives for city or for country, but with Tyre the 
latter is more common. At the time of Amos, Tyre, the chief city, naturally 
1 ~presented the whole country. By its geographical position it was more 
intimately connected with Israel than was any of the other cities. The 
settlement of the Hebrews in Canaan did not bring them into much trouble 
with Phoenicia. In the times of David and Solomon Phoenician influence 
was great (2 S. 511 I K. 5lff·), being seen especially in everything that relates 
to art, architecture, and, indeed, the common affairs of life (Perrot and Chi
piez, Pkenicie-Cypn). After the division, the intimacy became even greater, 
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Phoenicia (1 K. 1681), being queen 
of Israel, and her daughter Athaliah, the wife and successor of Ahaziah, being 
queen of Judah (2 K. u 1). In the times of the prophets, perhaps as early 
as those of Amos, there came a reaction against Phoenicia, due, in part, 
perhaps, to the character of the two women just mentioned, and in part to 
the work of Elijah and Elisha. 

9 b. The brotherly covenant] From I K. 913, in which Hiram 
calls Solomon brother, and from 2 S. 511 1 K. Sur. 1681 we may 
conclude that friendly relations existed between Israel and Tyre 
before, during, and after the time of Solomon. A covenant is 
mentioned between Solomon and Hiram (1 K. 512), which pos
sibly contained a provision against selling the Hebrews as slaves.• 
This was a spiritual covenant as well as a worldly one, I K. 57.t 
It may be an objection to this that the covenant was one of 
individuals (Solomon and Hiram) and not of the two nations; t 
since it seems quite clear that vs.9· 1° are a late interpolation 
(v.s.). The reference is not to a supposed covenant between 
Edom and Israel which Phoenicia had forgotten, although Israel 
and Edam are called brothers in v.11, because (1) the relation
ship with Edam was that of blood, not of covenant;§ (2) this 
relationship had long ago been changed to one of deadly 
enmity; II (3) Phoenicia would not be responsible, but Edam; 

t Geb, :t, Diisterdieck. § Cal., Ew., Diisterdieck, 11 Ba. 
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at all events Philistia would be equally responsible. It has been 
suggested • that the slaves turned over to Edom were taken by 
Tyre, not from Israel, but from various cities of the Phoenicians 
or of the Canaanites. This would constitute the breach of the 
covenant. Cf. Winckler's view (v.s.). -10. And it shall devour 
her (.1yre's) palaces] Cf. Is. 23 Je. 25 211 Ez. 2615

1t Zc. 92£. This 
prediction was fulfilled in the relationship which Tyre sustained to 
Assyria and the empires that followed. 

Up to the time of Amos the city had paid tribute to Ashurna~irpal 
(Annals, col. III. 86) and Adadnirari III. who says, " ••. from above the 
Euphrates, I;Iatti, Al].arri, to its whole extent, Tyre, Sidon, the country of 
Omri, Edom, Palastu as far as the great sea of the setting of the sun, I 
brought to submission, and taxes and tribute I placed on them" (1 R. 35, 12; 
v. RFH. ABL. 52), and a little later to Tiglatbpileser 111. v. Nimrud Inscrip• 
tion: "I sent my military governor, the chief officer, to Tyre; from Mitenna, 
of Tyre, (I received) one hundred and fifty talents of gold .•• " (ABL. 57; 
cf. COT. I. 242). 

9. 1,:,1 N,1 ••• C'1•Jon ,v] Inf. continued by pf., GK. 114 r, 158c; K5, 
413 d.-c•nN n1-,:i] an attributive gen., v. Ko. 335 c; GK. 128 p. Primary 
meaning of n,,:i appears in Assyr. bir£tu (baru = bind), fatter, also treaty, 
covmant (Zimmern, Busspsalmen, 59, 82 ; DI. Die Sprache der Kossaer, 7, 
and HWB., s.v.). n,,:i might be made either (a) between men, or (b) be• 
tween God and man. Of the former there were at least two kinds, those 
between individuals, e.g. 1 S. 188 2o8 2318 2 S. 312 ff,; and those between 
tribes or nations, e.g. 1 K. 526 1519 Ho. 122 Gn. 2626 ff, 314-lff.. A divine cove
nant is said to be at the basis of the great institutions of the 0. T., viz. 
Israel's claim to the land of Canaan (Gn. 15), the perpetual monarchy of 
the Davidic house (2 S. 7 23" Ps. 898), and the perpetual priesthood of the 
Levites (Ex. 32211 Dt .. 33~ Je, 3321 Ma. 2 4 ir-), The usual expression for making 
a covenant is n•,:i n,,, the significance of which is illustrated by Gn. 15. The 
idea of communion of life secured by eating together seems to have been the 
original conception lying at the root of the custom of covenant-making ( cf. 
Jos. 9lH.); this fellowship might be established by drinking each other's 
blood, or by partaking together of the blood of a sacrificial animal, or by eating 
salt together, or by eating any food in common. It is probable that the cove
nant was usually ratified by some distinctly religious rite. The full ceremony 
of making a covenant was as follows: (a) a statement of the terms agreed to; 
(b) an oath on the part of each party to the agreement to observe the terms 
agreed to; (c) a curse invoked upon himself by each one in case of failure 
to keep his agreement; (d) a solemn ratification of the curse made by pass-

•We., Dr, 
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ing between the parts of a sacrificed animal (probably a later development 
of the custom of eating the sacrifice together). The expression D•nic n•"ll 
occurs only here, and the covenant alluded to is wholly unknown. On cove• 
nants v. Kraetzschmar, Die Bundesvorstdlung i1n A. T. (1896); N. Schmidt, 
art. "Covenant," EB.; Da. art." Covenant," DB.; WRS. Sem. 312ff., 479ff.; 
Val. ZA W. XII. 1-22, 224-6o, XIII. 245-79; art." Bund," PRE.8 ; Giese• 
hrecht, Die Gtsckichtlichktit d. Sinaibundes (1900); H. C. Trumbull, The 
.Blood Covenant; Id., The Covenant of Salt; Id., The Threshold Covenant. 

11, 12. Judgment upon Edom. - After Syria and Philistia, and 
in connection with Tyre, the prophet, according to the present 
text, foretells the doom of Edom. This oracle, like those against 
Tyre and Judah, is evidently an interpolation from the exilic or 
post-exilic period. The specific arguments * are : ( 1) the simi
larity of structure with 1 9· 10 and 2u and the difference of structure 
from that of the other fuller utterances; ( 2) Petra, the most im
portant city of Edom in the time of Amos, is not mentioned, t 
while the names Teman and Bozrah occur elsewhere chiefly in 
late writings t ; (3) the vagueness of the description of Edom's 
offence ; (4) Edom in early times was subject to Israel, and suf
fered more from Israel than Israel from Edom. For two centuries 
before Amos Edom had been under Israel (1 K. u 16 2 K. 147). 

The cruelty which furnished the basis for the ill feeling on the part 
of Israel came with the exile. It was not unnatural, therefore, 
that a later writer, devoid of historical perspective, and thinking 
that Edom deserved denunciation, should frame a section which 
in due time secured a place in the text of Amos. The clause 
"and his wrath, etc." (v.U) from the point of view of the inter
polation, is a gloss, merely repeating the thought of the preceding 
phrase in synonymous words. 

11. Nl!'\"1 Ji!'\11'1] probably a gloss; 6 fJ,vµ1/l'r,.-ro µ'1/Tepc /1r! 7,}s; other 
versions follow ;Ptg. Some codd. of 8 read µ71-rpo.11 for µ'1/Tlpc. Hirscht 
accounts for the text of 6 on the supposition that c,ic crept in after 1'C1n, 
by mistake from the previous line and was then read with the preceding 
,, as ciicl which then went over easily into no,icl. Gr., "~fl or 1'\2tf'i for 

* V. We.; Che. EB. I. ISI f.; Bu. Jew. Enc, I, 532; Now., Lohr, Baumann, 
Marti; cf. GAS., Dr. 

tThe Sela, captured by Amaziah (2 K. 141), is probably not to be identified 
with Petra, but with some unknown rocky fortress; so Kit. on 2 K. 147; Che. EB, 
IV. 4344. t But cf. Gn. 3633r. (J); and Che. EB. l. 6o:I. 
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l'IMIV'I.-Ull!I ,pt, '!"lt::)'1] 8 Ka.l ;jp1ra.<To Els µa,p-rf,p,011 <f,plKf/V a.VToO. 'A. 11a:l 
,J/"(pEU<Tev els TOVS a.lw11a.s lv "nv llUTOV; similarly 2., e. '.ET et tmuerit ultra 

,., ► V ,a,, ► 'II' 

fur1Jrem suum. .55 cn~0; ~ ;+J0. SS. retain :P(m;, but connect 
lDl!I with following clause rendering i.Jl b1J1Jty. Ols. ( on Ps. rn39; so also 
Gr., We., Gu., Dr., Elh., Oet., Oort Em., Hirschi), "1ts~l, which is appar• 
ently supported by .$ and l:J and favored by the parallelism.-n:u n-ioii,] 

6 lq,(i'J\a.~11 els 11i'Koq other versions follow :P(m:. Cf • .$ , '>n>'-> Marek 
'( z 

and Va., nir.irli; so also J. A. Bewer (AJSL. XVII. 168), but with a different 
meaning (;J). Ols., _n:,;Jt, ,r.iw (so We., Gu., Now., GAS., Oort Em., Elh., 
Oet., Hirschi) but this is unnecessary.-12. )l:l•ri] 'A., 2., 0., Arab., W, 
s1Juth. 6.$1:T follow fflt!r.-n,i.:i 1"11ll:li1!1] 6 9eµ{>.,a. Te1xlw11 a.OT1}s; other 
versions treat n,1.:i as a proper noun, 'A., 2., render 1"11lC"11!1 by fsd.pe,s; 0., 
ol,c,jven; '.F aedes. 

11 a. Edom] The traditions recognize the Edomites as older, 
so far as concerns national existence, than the Israelites. 

Mt. Seir, extending from the southeast shore of the Dead Sea to the Gulf 
of A]s:abah, a mountainous region, seems to have been their first home after 
the migration from Mesopotamia. Some think it is the country mentioned in 
Egyptian records as Adma or Atuma, near Egypt, the inhabitants of which 
were called Shasu, nomads (Chabas, V1Jyage, 307; Brugsch, Hist. I. 146, 
216; DB.2 I. 855). This region, full of caves, gave them as freebooters 
(Gn. 2740 ) great protection, and was, likewise, favorable for caravan trade 
between Egypt and Arabia, and Phoenicia and Philistia (cf. Ez. 2716, read
ing 0,11 for O"IN; so 6.S, and some Hebrew Mss.). From the table in 
Gn. 36, it has been supposed (Ba.) that the Edomites conquered and incor
porated the Horites (Dt. 2~2), also the Canaanites and Ishmaelites. Their 
form of government was tribal ( Gn. 36U-19- 29f-); but for all the tribes there 
was one king (Gn, 36filf.) probably elective (Buhl, Gesch. d. Edomiter, 47; 
cf. Sayce, DB. I. 645). The cities, in order of importance, were Petra, 
where two caravan routes crossed; Bozrah (Is. 346 6J1); the ports Elath 
and Ezion-geber (I K. 926). Some suppose them to have been sun-worship• 
pers in view of the occurrence of the word i-m (the name of the sun-god) 
in their proper names (1 K. u 17 1 Ch. 160 Gn." 3639 ; Ba. rno; cf. No. EB. 
II. u87), but nothing really definite is known of their religion. Edom and 
Israel were not always so bitter towards each other as in the later days ( et: 
I K. I 1lf.). While this hostility had some basis in Edom's treatment of Israel 
at the Exodus (Nu. 2oJ.4-2l DI. 21-8-tbe two accounts leave this matter quite 
uncertain) and in events of the times of Saul and David (1 S. 14n 2 S. 814), 

the ground for complaint was rather on tbe side of Edom. Edom remained 
subordinate to Israel under Solomon (1 K. "6), although Hadad sought to 
throw off the yoke (1 K. I 11-1-22), and to Judah under Jehoshaphat (1 K. 2248 f. 

2 K. 38ff-), Under Joram, Edom revolted and then followed a period of 
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Independence, during which it had a king of its own ( 2 K. 820-22); but soon 
Sela was captured by Amaziah (2 K. 141), and Elath was restored to Judah 
by U~ziah (2 Ch. 262). :For an interpretation of the Blessing of Esau 
(Gn. 273'n, which had its 1,rigin about this time) as revealing the feeling of 
Israel toward Edom, see No. EB. II. 1185. 

11 b. Because he pursued his brother with the sword] Cf. ObA 
If this contains a definite allusion, it must be understood, not of 
Nu. 2011 11"-; • nor of Jehoram (2 Ch. 21s-1o 2 K. gro-22); t but 
rather of some incursion of Edom against Israel shortly before 
the utterance. t It is perhaps better taken of the general attitude 
of Edom towards Israel, shown in the cases cited above and in 
many others of which there is no record.§ The title " brother" 
was frequently thus applied, e.g., Dt. 2 4 2 J7 Ob.10-u cf. Gn. 2 7ro. n_ 
Israel and Edom were more closely related than was Israel with 
any other nation. -And destroyed his compassion] The rendering 
of Cyril "did violence to the womb," referring to Esau's trading 
his birthright, is fanciful; likewise that which makes 1'~t:)j "his 
brother." II The choice must lie between "his compassions," i.e., 
the Edomites have destroyed their natural sense of compassion or 
regard for a brother, 1 or" his wombs," i.e., pregnant women.•• 
Cf. Vater's opinion, which makes 1'1tt;rl foetus. This line seems to 
be a comment in explanation of the preceding phrase, and its 
omission greatly relieves the passage. - And he cherished h:'s 
anger perpetually] If jlffi[ is accepted, "anger" may be the sub
ject= And his anger did tear perpetually ( cf. Jb. 169) ; or an 
accusative of manner= And in his anger he did tear. In either 
case the meaning is the same, viz. that of a lasting hatred of 
Edom for Israel (cf. Gn. 27"1).tt The emendation of Olshausen 
( v.s.) here followed, which is based upon the parallelism and 
implied in 55 and 1T, and retained his anger (cf. Ps. ml Lv. 1911 

Na. 1 2 Je. s5), makes a much easier rendering, but one which is 
redundant, unless the following clause is treated as a gloss. -And 
lie kept his anger forever] (v.i.). -12. Teman] Used synony
mously with Edom in Je. 497 Ob.9 Hb. s3 and in parallelism with 

• Ra., Cyril. t Ew. 11 Cf. Ba. 
t Schlier. ~ Cal., Jus., Ros., Dr. , Cal., SchrcS., Ba., Pu., Ke., Dr. 
ff a!i, Doedcrlein, Dai., Jus.; but v. Marti. 
ttSo Cal., Jus., Ros., Ba., Pu., Ke., and in the second form 'A., l., Geb, 

D 
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it in Je. 4920
• There being no mention of walls, we may, with 

most commentators, understand that no "city" is intended. -
Bozrah J Probably the chief city of Edom. Referred to in Gn. 
3633 Je. 4913

, and with Edom in Is. 346 6J1 Je. 4922 cf. Je. 497
1r·. 

So called from its strength; Is. 346
• Note the rendering of @ 

(v.s.). 

Teman was celebrated for its wisdom (cf. Je. 497if,); Eliphaz, one of Job's 
friends, came from it (Jb. 211 41). It was probably named from Teman, 
grandson of Esau; cf. Gn. 36n. 15- 34, Its location is not certain, but Ez. 2513 

mentions" Teman even unto Dedan" as including the whole country, hence, 
as Dedan was in the southeast, Teman was probably in the northwest or north 
(Buhl, Edomiter, 30). 

Bozrah is probably to be identified with the small modern village Bu~eire 
or Bu~era, meaning, little Bosra, although it has also been identified with the 
later Petra (Wetzstein, in De . .fesaja,3 704). Under Joram of Judah, Edam 
probably gained its independence (2 K. 820 If.), The text is doubtful, but cf. 
Sta. GVI. I. 537; Buhl, Edomiter, 64; Kit. in loc, References of doubtful 
date to Edom are found in Ps. 6o8- 11 ( = Ps. 1088-11) J e. 496-22 ( cf. also Is. II 14 

Je. 926 2521), with which are to be contrasted the kindly references in DI. 25-8 

237 r.. The kings of Edom before the time of Amos had paid tribute to 
Adadnirari III. and soon after to Tiglathpileser III. 

11. lDii ~;,] prep. with inf. expressing cause (v.s.).-nn111,] Pf. with 1 cons. 
fol. inf., to express freq. action; Dr. § u8; GK. II2 i, II4 r; H. 25, I a; Ko. 
413d.-,,on,] abstr.pl.; GK.124e; Ko.262e.-'}illl•1] theimpf.with1cons. 
fol. a pf. with I cons.; cf. Dr.§ u8.-1DN] either subj. or obj. or adv. acc. 
according to interpretation. - n:sJ n,0111 ,n,:iin] This, for reasons given above, 
is probably a gloss. The usual rendering has been "And his wrath he kept 
forever," the i:1, referring to ':JV, Mapptq dropped because of recession of 
accent, GK. 58g; or n, paragogic (Ros.), cf. Zc. 511 Nu. 3242 Ru. 214• Ew.'s 
rendering of n~'?rf "lieth in wait" (cf. Jb. 2415 Ps. 567) is hardly tenable. 
J. A. Bewer suggests a new rendering for this and the preceding clause, viz. 
"His anger tore perpetually, while his fury raged forever;" cf. Je. 36, This 
involves a change of vocalization in one word (v.s. ), and the giving to ,oiv of 
the meaning rage, not elsewhere found in Hebrew, though quite common in 
Assyrian (cf. DL HWB. s.v.)-m,:iv1] casus pendens and chiasm for em
phasis; GK. 142 /, n. I,; Ko, 341 d.-nu] adv. acc. of time; GK. u8 k; 
H. 33,3· 

13-15. Judgment upon Ammon. -The list of Israel's ene
mies, the announcement of whose destruction would be gladly 
received, included, besides Syria and Philistia (Phoenicia and 
Tyre), also Ammon and Moab. These two are the next pair to 
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serve as the target of the prophet's indignant arrow. Ammon, 
because of her wickedness, shall, with the others, perish. 

The arrangement of the strophes is 5, 3, and 3, and the general plan is 
that of the first two oracles. The clause 11Jl1D Dl'J ,JIDJ (v. 14) is but a weak 
repetition of the preceding clause and there is nothing to correspond to it in 
the parallel section on Moab (21-ll), although in every other respect the paral
lelism is perfect. For these reasons we may regard it as a gloss. While the 
first two utterances (those concerning Syria and Philistia) are parallel, con• 
sisting each of three strophes with three lines in each, and the third and 
fourth utterances are parallel, consisting each of two strophes, one having 
four, the other two lines, the fifth and sixth utterances are also parallel, con
sisting each of three strophes, one of four, one of two, and one of three lines. 

18. l"llin] Val. n,,p(?).-c,m] F = 1,1:u.-14. mi1nJ] 6 pl. as in 
v.7; ;6 = 1mn:i.-,)1DJ) 6 Ka:! /TELIT8fjf1'ETO,L (= ,11~1).-nlllD ON) 6 b, -liµi
pcus uvne:>.eCas a;w-ijs ( = MfiD ,r;,,;). Gr. c,,::,.-15. c:,So] 6 o! fJa.,nXe'&f a:w-ijs. 
• A.., :2:., .$1:T = c9,1? (so also Gr., Dr., Oort Em., Now.).-N1n] read (with 

I V .. 

Gr. and Now.) !'Jn:,, foll. 6, o! lepe,s a.in-wP; so• A., :2:., 0.; cf • .$ ..m0~0, 

13 a. The children ef Ammon] It was entirely proper to unite 
Ammon and Moab in treatment, because they were closely related 
to each other and to the Hebrews. 

However untrustworthy the story of Lot's incest with his daughters may be, 
the fact which lies at the basis of the story may be credited, viz. that Ammon 
and Moab, as well as the Hebrews, belonged to the stock of the Terahites, 
who emigrated with Abraham (Kit. Hist, I. 24; Sta. G VI. I. u3). Just as 
tradition assigns to these nations a common origin, the law in later times 
(Dt. 231 Ezr, 91 Ne. 1J1) refuses them admittance to the congregation of 
Israel. Moloch of Ammon, as well as Chemosh of Moab, was a man-eating 
fire-god, and to the worship of this god Israel frequently showed an incli
nation (Ju. 1<>6 I K. uar, 2 K. 2313), These nations, according to the tradi
tions handed down, dwelt together, east of the Jordan, between the rivers 
Arnon and Jabbok, whence the original inhabitants, called Zamzummim by 
the Ammonites, and Emim by the Moabites (Dt. 29£. lB-21), had been driven 
out. But they were subsequently separated by the Amorites, who, coming in 
between them, drove Moab south over the Arnon and Ammon to the east and 
north over the Jabbok, and established a kingdom in their original territory 
(Nu. 21 26lf·), At the time of the Exodus the Hebrews did not disturb 
Ammon, although they conquered the Amorites (Nu. 212"-), Ammon, now 
with Moab (Ju, 318), and now alone (Ju. 1071:), laid claim to the land taken 
from the Amorites by Israel (Ju. n 13 ; cf. Jos. 1i0). The contest was con• 
ducted on both sides of the Jordan. How much of all this is historically 
accurate we cannot affirm. Defeated by Jepbthah (Ju. nu.), they appear 
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next in Saul's time, under Nahash their king, at the siege of Jahesh-Gilead, 
where they were routed (1 S. II; cf, 1447). While at first on good terms 
with David (2 S. 102; cf. 2387), they later became hostile (2 S. 1dlf-) and 
were defeated by him and treated with terrible cruelty (2 S. 812 10. 1226-31) at 
the capture of Rabbah. They do not occupy a very prominent place after this, 
but are mentioned :i.s having been defeated by Jehoshaphat (2 Ch. 20) and 
as tributary to Uzziah (2 Ch. 268) and Jotham (2 Ch. 276). Allusion is made 
to them in Is. uH. At the time of Amos they were probably independent. 

13 b. Because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead] 
This act of cruelty was not uncommon among the Hebrews ( 2 K. 
812 Ho. 10a 1J1

6 
2 K. 1516 Is. rJ16 Na. J1° Ps. 137°; cf. lliad, VI. 

5 7 f., XXII. 16 3 f.).• The reference is in every way so specific as 
to suggest a particular event. This event may have been in con
nection with the attack of Nahash, the Amrnonite, upon Jabesh 
Gilead ( 1 S. 11), or a league of the Ammonites with the Syrians 
under Hazael ( 2 K. 812 1032) ; cf. the league mentioned in 2 S. 
10e1r.; v. also 2 K. 1J3· 1.t To this interpretation, in general, Jewish 
commentators have objected because of the cruelty involved, 
and have suggested that nii:;r be taken as = Cl'i:;t mountains. 
This gives ( 1) they broke through the mountains of Gilead, i.e. 
violated the law of boundaries (Dt. 2i1), or (2) the castles which 
were strong like mountains. t For nii.? it is also suggested to 
change the text (v.s.) and read fortified places as being more in 
harmony with the last clause of the verse. -That tkey migkt enlarge 
their border] This was the purpose of the war in which such 
cruelties were practised. The Ammonites had originally laid claim 
to this district (Ju. 1113) and were always presenting themselves as 
claimants for additional territory (Ju. 108 1 S. 11 11).-14 a. But I 
will kindle] Cf. I will send, v.10 and previously. This expression 
has been thought to mean that the fire is not only sent by Yahweh, 
but is also directed by him,§ or that it is a conflagration from 
wt'thin. II - Rabbah] This is abbreviated for" Rabbah of the sons 
of Ammon" (Dt. 311 2 S. 1226 17'tl J e. 492 Ez. 21!!0). The town was 

• Cf. Schultens, Monumenta antiquissimae Historiae Arabum, 135, cited in 
Michaelis, Comm. on tlu Laws of Moses, I. 327; Ba.; for Arabic usage We.1 cites 
BAthir, IV. 256, z; 258,6; 200,20; 262, II ff.; KitAb al-'Agh. XIX. 129, t:z f.; XX. 
128, 13; Tabard, JI. 755, 19. · 

t Hi., Ba., Pu. t So Ki., VaL § Geb. D Pu. 
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situated at the head of the Jabbok, about twenty-five miles N.E. 
of the Dead Sea, and is to be distinguished from the post-biblical 
Rabbah of Moab, the biblical Ar. 

This is the only city of Ammon of any importance mentioned in the Bible, 
though Jepbthah is said to have captured twenty cities the names of which 
are not mentioned, probably because they were small, all of which is a testi
mony to the essentially roving character of the people. Rabbah was besieged 
and captured by David, but afterward regained its importance, 

14 b. With shout:·ng t"n the day of battle] The verb here rend
ered" shout," in Is. 15• Mi. 49 and Ho. 58 is used of the cry of those 
in distress; cf. also Nu. 101•10 Jo. 21. The substantive, contrary to 
Marek, is used only of the joyful cry of victory or attack* (Jos. 65 

Jb. 3926 Je. 419 492 Am. 2
2 Zp. 1

16 Nu. 10
6
· 6).-Wtrh a storm in the 

day of tempest] This scarcely refers to an actual storm,t but 
describes figuratively the assaulting of a city. t Cf. Is. 2 i 282• § 
-And their king shall go into exile] Upon the basis of.Sand lT, 
some would read Milchom, the name of the Ammonitish idol, for 
their king (v.s.). Upon the basis of Je. 493

, where the same 
phraseology is used, and Je. 487 (cf. also Zp. 1"), where Chemosh 
is spoken of in the same connection, others suggest Molkam, the 
name of an idol. As opposed to these, and in favor of the ordinary 
translation, their king, may be urged the use of " his princes" ; 
the absence of any reference to idolatry in preceding passages, ref
erence being made rather to cruelty; and the similarity of 1 5

·
8 and 

2 8 ( cf. "judge," a substitute for" king" of this passage). II -His 
pn'nces] The meaning will be determined by the interpretation 
of the preceding c:i',~, either royal princes, or the princes of 
Milchorn, i.e. the priests. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy against the Ammonites is proba
bly to be found in their subjugation by the Assyrians. Of this we 
know simply that after the invasion of Tiglathpileser they always 
appear as tributary to Assyria.1 In the time of Nehemiah they 

• Ba. t Marek. t Ke., Dr., Marti. § Hi, 
j Hi., Gu., Val., Mit., GAS., Elh,, Lohr, Hirschi, Oet., Hal. 
1 Sanipu, King of Ammon, is mentioned by Tiglathpileser III. in a list of tribu

taries, including, among others, Salamanu of Moab, Metinti of Askelon, Ahaz of 
Judah, Qaushmalaka of Edom, and Hanno of Gaza (ABl. 57; KB. II. 21). 
Se11Dacherib (Taylor Cyl. II. 47-57) speaks of Buduili. of Ammon, along with 
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were still hostile to Israel. They are mentioned in the apocryphal 
books (Judith 5. 6. 7 1 Mace. 530-fS) as appearing in alliance with 
the Arabs ( 1 Mace. 589), and manifesting the same characteristics 
and attitude toward Israel as in the earlier history. They are de
scribed as numerous by Justin Martyr,• but Origen t states that in 
his time they had become merged in the Arabs. 

14. nin,r,::i] Note the rhythm in the two lines thus beginning, and the 
alliteration in the repetition of ::i, and in MlllD ••• ,vo.-,J!.~] Cf. n,;itt Na. 18; 

it is to be compared with Assyrian s~ru, storm, and s&ru, to be tempestuous. The 
verbal root is used in Hebrew of any violent movement, e.g. Jo, 111,13, of a 
raging sea, Hence comes for the noun the meaning, storm. - n~10] Cf. 
Ho. 87 Na. 18 ; used of the storm-wind, especially of the hot wind from the 
south (Ba). Its derivation may be considered doubtful. It is ordinarily 
taken from 910, to cease, bring to an end, which is not entirely satisfactory, 
-15. n,u] Another formation = 111,~ (v,9); Ko, 244g. - 1in•] Used to 
strengthen the , ; Ko. 375 h. 

Il. 1-3. Judgment upon Moab. - Ruin will come upon Moab 
for her sins ; and the overthrow of the nation will be complete. 
Cf. Is. 15, 16, 2510-

12 Zp. 2s-11 Je. 48 Ez. 25s-11 Dn. n 41. 

In the text, as reconstructed, the line :JNlO llNte>:J r,01 with the ., changed to 
n, has been transferred to follow line 3 of strophe 1, and the last word of this 
line, i•IY~ (to lime(?)), restored to,,__,, (cf. Je. 474), is joined as first word 
to the line transferred. This reading, in order to do indignity to the dead 
because of violence suffered by Moab, or in order to do indignity to the dead in 
Shaon of Moab ( v. Hoffm.), makes the number of lines in this and the preced
ing oracle the same; the gloss in 114, nlllD Cl•l ,J/DJ, having been omitted, 
allows the lines beginning n,.:iNl and n)/1,n::i to stand together here just as in 
the previous oracle, provides a parallel line for the purpose-clause, 'lJl li1Di,; 
and removes the inexplicable ,,te,', from a line to which it does not belong, if 
the measure of the v. is to be considered. For a fuller discussion of the line, 
v.i. If this is accepted, the strophes have respectively 5, 3, and 3 lines. 

1. 11i,te1] 6 KO.TEKO.VU'o.11; so.$. '.l:H!t 3 sg. _,,v,] 6 Els icovla,11, '.l::T usqzu 

ad cinerem. m; n~;~~ N1'P l1l~~1· Gr . .,llNi,. Hirscht, 1'!Y7 ';J~b, 011$ moip 
( cf. Ps. 10687; the reading oi~ was proposed by Zenner, Die Chorgesii~e 

Menahem of Samaria, Ethobal of Sidon, Metinti of Ashdod, Kammusunadbi of 
Moab, Malikrammu of Edom, and others, as bringing him rich presents and kissing 
his feet (ABL. 71; KB. II. 91). The same king is included by Esarhaddon in his 
list of the twenty-two tributary kings of the Hittites (ABL. 86; KB. II. 149). 
Amminadbi, king of Ammon, is included in a similar list occurring in Ashurbani-
pal's Annals (ABL 97; KB, II. 24of.). • Dial. Tryph. t On Jb. I, 
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im Eud,e tltr Psalmen 1896, I. 8).-2. n,,,i':,] 8 Twv 'lt'6"Ji.ec,,11 Clvr,jr. 
► ,. 

QI: ll~'J;'· '.F$ proper name. - Jllli:>J] 6 lv a.61m,p.[f!., $ ~~- '.B in 
sonitu, for this and fol. word. - ~li'J J 6$, 3 codd. of Kenn. and 2 of de 
R. = ~li'Jl (so Hirscht). -3. MJ'1i'~] We. M:1'1i'O, since Moab is masc.; 
so also ,,,rv (so Now., Elh., Lohr, Oet.). 

1 a. Moab] The acco"Jnt of the origin of Moab given in Gene
sis simply indicates* that the nation was closely related with 
Israel, and also with the weaker nation of the Ammonites. Their 
language was a dialect closely allied to the Hebrew. Their land 
( called -,;w,~::i, the level, or i,,e,, 1 Ch. 516

) was a plateau, fruitful 
and well adapted to agriculture (Is. 168 ff· Ru. 1 1 2 K. 34), which 
was their chief occupation. Its length was about fifty miles and 
its breadth thirty, and it was capable of supporting about 500,000 

inhabitants. At the time of the Exodus, the Moabites had an 
organized kingdom (Nu. 22

7
·
1u 5).t Their religion was henothe

istic, their only god mentioned in the Old Testament being Che
mosh (Nu. 21

29 Je. 4846
). The form Ashtar-Chemosh also meets 

us on the Moabite stone, t perhaps indicating the androgynous 
nature of the deity.§ Their Baal-Peor, whom the Israelites were 
led to worship with unchaste rites (Nu. 251-.1), was probably the 
same divinity, known as the Lord of Peor. II It is improbable 
that there ever existed any ethical or spiritual movement in Moab 
similar to that found among the Hebrews. 

Moab's boundaries to the west and south were constant, viz. the Dead Se11, 
and the brook of the willows, Wady-el-I;Iasy (Is. 157); but to the east and 
north they varied, although usually the boundary was near the river Amon 
(Nu. 2113). The country seems to have had many cities. Whether Reuben 
and Gad occupied territory belonging to Moab (Nu. 3234-38) is doubtful 
(Sta. G VI. I. 116 ff.). No mention is made of Moab in the Amarna letters 
thus far published; but it was probably included as a part of the Egyptian 
province of Canaan. In a list of the conquests of Ramses II the name Muab 
occurs (Sayce, Pat. Pal. 21, 153). The aggressive character of the Moab
ites is alluded to in Is. 166 Zp. 210 Je. 48 29· 42• The Baal-Peor and Balaam 
incidents are of special interest. There were wars with Israel in the time 
of the Judges, resulting finally in the defeat of Moab (c£ Nu. 21 21•31 (E), 
Ju. 312-00 1112-28), There was little hostility, with the exception of a war in 
Saul's reign (1 S. 1447), till late in the reign of David, when, for some un• 

• Cf. Ba.; Sta. GVI. I. 27ft 
§ Sta. G VI, I. II4, 

t But v. Wkl. G f. I. 203 f. ! Line 17. 
ll Sta. G VI, I. n4 f.; Dr. Dt. 63 f, 
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known reaaon, he subdued them with cruel tortures (2 S. 82. 12 I Ch. 182. n), 
They probably remained tributary till the division of the kingdom (r K. rr1). 

For a time they are not expressly mentioned. Then Omri of Israel subdued 
them (Mesha stone, ls. 4 ff.), and they continued tributary to the Northern 
kingdom (2 K. 3•). After the death of Ahab or during his reign (2 K. r1 

35), the Moabites under Mesha revolted and secured their independence 
(Mesha stone, cf. Sta. G VI. I. 532-6; English translations of this inscription 
may be found in Dr. Sam. pp. lxxxv-xciv; Bennett, art. "Moab," DB. III. 
407£.; Dr. art." Mesha," EB. III.; Ball, Light from tlu East, 240), which, 
apparently, they never again lost to Israel. For the view that the Salman 
mentioned in Ho, ro14 as having destroyed Beth-Arbel was a king of Moab, 
sec the discussion in lee, 

1 b. Because they burned the bones of the King of Edom] The 
nature of the act is uncertain. According to ft!({[ the words to lime 
follow Ed{)m. This has been taken to mean the burning alive of 
the king mentioned,• or the burning of one who had been killed or 
buried. t The words to lime are supposed to describe the man
ner of the burning, as lime is burned ; t or the result, to dust, i.e. 
completely; § or, as many Rabbis, to make lime used as plaster
ing. II For the reading of Hirscht, v.s. Still more uncertain .is 
the personal allusion which is intended. Is the reference to 2 K. 
3°0 , the son there being rather that of the King of Edom who is 
captured by the King of Moab before the battle begins? ,r But 
(a) a king, not a king's son, is mentioned; (b) no objection 
could be presented to the right of a conqueror to do as he 
pleased with a captive taken in war; (c) according to Josephus, 
the Moabite king offered his own son to Moloch. ** Or is it to 
some incident in connection with 2 K. 3, e.g. the capture of the 
King of Edom himself immediately after the event related in 
2 K. 3ff, of which the records do not speak? tt And did the 
crime consist chiefly in disturbing the peace of the dead in the 
grave ( cf. 2 K. 2J18), by burning the body, perhaps, on the grave 
itself,tt and scattering the ashes upon water or in the air? C(. 
Jos. 721S. The Jews, like other nations of antiquity, considered 
offences against the dead as most impious acts. H They identified, 

"' Os., Geb., Mau. § Ki., and most modern comm. 
t Jer., Cal., Hi., Ke. II So also Geb. 
t Ros. 'II Ki., Cyril, Abar., Geb., Mich. 

.. Schr6. 
tt Hi. 

U See e-c, Frey, 7'1d, &tlmglauue und &elenkult in alt. Israel; Schwally, Da, 
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to a certain extent, the grave with the world of spirits, so that 
only those buried together could associate with each other, while 
the unburied, as with the Greeks and Romans, were considered to 
wander as restless spirits with no fixed abode. Hence, cremation 
was condemned, while embalming was a common practice. These 
ideas may be gathered from various passages (Dt. 21 23 Jos. 1o'ZI 

2 K. 2318
• 1

8 Ps. 792
·
3 Is. 1419 6624 Je. 3600).* Or was the crime con

nected with some incident of which no record is anywhere made, 
the date of which cannot therefore be fixed, though probably 
taking place shortly before this prophecy? t Or is this merely a 
different form of the tradition given in 2 K. 3'Zl, t and was the 
King of Moab Mesha, whose character as presented in the 
Moabite stone seems to be entirely consistent with the representa
tions here made? It has been noted § that the sin is against 
Edom, and not against Israel. The entire passage, although it 
is the key-note of the piece, is evidently obscure. It is there
fore suggested that the tex:t be modified as indicated above : In 
order to desecrate the dead because of violence done to (or suf
fered by) Moab] This purpose-clause now corresponds to a 
similar clause in 118

• In one case an act of vandalism was com
mitted, viz. the ripping up of women with child, the purpose 
being, remotely, to increase their territory; here is another act 
of vandalism, the burning of the bones of a royal personage, 
and the purpose is to take vengeance, by this desecration of the 
dead, for violence done to Moab. Not only is '1'\:lt, without sig
nificance, but also the clause, And Moab shall die in a tumult,] 
ordinarily interpreted as a description of the nation's death. -
The Palaces of Keryyoth J Either a name for Kir-Moab, II a city in 
the southern part of Judah captured by the Moabites (Jos. 1525); 
or (since where Ar is mentioned, Keryyoth is not found) another 
name for Ar-Moab,1 mentioned Nu. 21

15 Is. 151, not appearing in 

Leben nach ,k,n Totk; Matthes, " De doodenvereering bij Israel," Th T. July, 
1901; Sta. Die Alt/est. Vorstellangen vom Zustand nach dem Tode; Jeremias, Du 
Baoyl.-As5)'1'. V orstellungen vom Zustand nach ,k,n Totk: Now. Arck. I. 188 f., 329; 
Benz. Arch. 165 ff.; WRS. Proph. 398; Jos. Ant. XVI. 7; Griineisen, Der Ahnm-
1,ultus und die Urreligion Israels; and the references to Arabic customs cited by 
We.I, viz. Kit/lb-al-Aghtlni XII. 2I, II; BAthir V. 178, I2; 203, 23; Maf. V. 47, 1. 

• Cf. Schro,, Hi., Or.; WRS. Propk. 397; Sta, G VI. l. 421 f. t Ew. 
t Ba, ~ We. U Jus, 'II Ew,, Mit. 
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Je. 48; or a place different from both of these,• of which men
tion is made in Je. 482u 1• Cf. Qi, which treats it as a common 
name. The city probably stands for Moab, as Damascus repre
sents Syria, from which it may be inferred that the city was an 
important one. The reference in the Moabite stone (I. 13) favors 
Ewald's view that it is another name for Ar.t - Wt'th shoutz"ng 
and with the sound of the trumpet] Cf. 1M wz'th shouting in the 
day of battle; the trumpet is introduced as inciting them on to 
conflict (cf. Je. 419 Zp. 1

16 Jb. 39~.-3. The Judge .•• her princes] 
In the narrowest sense the judge would be the head of the judicial 
system; t but it is rather a word of general significance, applicable 
to the king ( cf. Mi. 52), one of whose functions was to judge§ 
(2 S. 31.1 152 1 K. f Je. 2112), and is thus used intentionally for 
king ; II perhaps, better still, a name for the highest officer ( cf. the 
Carthaginian Seft'tes),1 or regent** (cf. 2 K. 15~); or, in the 
absence of a proper king, vassal, or prince appointed by the king 
of Israel. tt The feminine pronoun must refer to the land, t t 
although Wellhausen would change it to the masculine as refer
ring to the judge, to which word also with him refers. The close 
resemblance in thought between 2

3 and 11.1 should be noted. 
Frequent mention of Moab is made in the Assyrian inscriptions, 

e.g. that Salamanu paid tribute to Tiglathpileser III.,§§ Chemosh
nadab to Sennacherib, 1111 Mu~uri to Esarhaddon and Ashurbani
pal.11 The policy of Moab seems for the most part to have been 

• Ba. t Ri. HBA.; Dr. t Ros. § Jus., Dr. II Ba., Ke., Now. 
'lr Pu. ff We. tt Ew., Hi., GAS. tt Hi., Ba., GAS., Mit. 
§§ Moab was subdued in the course of the western campaign which resulted in 

the establishment of Assyrian supremacy over Ammon, Askelon, Judah, Edom, 
Gaza, and some Syrian states. See ABL. 57; COT. I. 249; KB. II. 21, 

II II The tribute of Chemoshnadab was received in connection with Sennacherib's 
third campaign, which included the overthrow of Sidon and other Phoenician 
cities; the subjection of Samaria, Arvad, Byblos, Ashdod, Ammon, Edom, Askelon, 
and Ekron; the battle of Eltekeh,and the siege of Jerusalem. SeeABL.7rff.; 
COT. I. 284 ff.; KB. II. gr ff. 

'lr'lr Mucuri of Moab is included among the "twenty-two kings of the land of 
I;Iatti, of the sea-coast and the middle of the sea" named as tributary to Esarhad
don and to Ashurbanipal. See ABL. 86, 96f.; COT. II. 40 f.; KB. II. 149,239 f. 
A successor of Mu9uri, whose name is quite uncertain, is mentioned by Ashurbani• 
pal as having defeated Ammuladin, an Arabian chief: "Chemosh-Astarte {?), 
King of Moab, a vassal submissive to me, brought about his defeat in the field of 
battle." See G. Smith, History of As4urbanif!al, 288; Wkl. Gl. I. 209., 
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one of peaceful acceptance of the Assyrian lordship ; at least no 
record of any struggle between Assyria and Moab is preserved 
other than one in the time of Sargon.* 

1. u1,rv] Inf. cstr. with suf. after ,i, is a favorite construction in Amos; 
cf. o:i,, ,i, (18), om,1:i ,i, (16), ci•Jc:i-,v (19), ui,,-,v (1"), ci,p::r,v (118), 

oONtJ·',p (2•), c,:iir,i, (:28). Them. sg. pron. is used in two cases with collec
tive force: GK. 135 p; Ew. 317, 1), 2).-,,111,] v.s. Inf. cstr. with r, express
,ng purpose, cf. i•Jc:i, (16) and ::i•ni:i IJltJ' (11B); but of the other five instances 
where the similar construction might have been expected, one (18) has noth
ing, while four (19 111 ~ 28) have synonymous clauses, all of which (except 
28) indicate the state of mind which led to the act of sin, e.g. forgetfulness of 
the brotherly covenant (19), the stifling of compassion (111), non-observance 
of Yahweb's statutes(~). The root ,,iu with its derivative iti, has the primary 
meaning of committing an act of violmce, despoil, cf. Is. 164 Je. ,481· 8 Ho. 
1016.-2. On the art. in zw,pn] cf. ',J',.m and 7,,,n; H. 4, 3 e (4); GK. 
126 e; Ew.8 277 c. On identification with "1)1 v. Dietrich in Merx, Arckiv I. 
320 ff.; also ZDP V. II. 10. -n1:J1] ffli[ for 111:J;i, although 1 might remain in 
the sense of even (cf. GK. 154, note 1 (b)).-)1Nf';1] .iti{I[ in a tumult (i.e. 
the nation is pictured as dying in the midst of the din of battle, cf. Ho. 1o14 

Ps. 7428); so Pu., Dr., Mit., et al.; cf. emendation suggested above, 11i-ctt1:i 

in return for violence done to, with ? of price ( cf. Gn. 2918 Dt. 1921), and' ~ 
cstr. in objective relationship with a following genitive; H. 8, 1 b; GK. 128k. 
The objective genitive is common with words of this class, denoting injury, etc.; 
cf. Ob.1° Hb. 217• For t\N!f in the meaning, violence, destruction, cf. Ps. 4o8 J e. 
4617 • Or. reads 11i-c1? = in, or because of, Moab's pride, cf. Is. r66, in which ref
erence is made to the well-known pride of Moab. Some treat 11i-c11> as an old 
proper name, perhaps of the acropolis of ::11-110 "1)1, corresponding to :JNlD as 
ll'I to c,l:,:,1,•; cf. Je. 4845 Nu. 2417 (n11>=l"IN11>). So Hoffm. ZA W. III. 97; 
but v. Now. Perhaps l)NII' is for 11,11>, a word which, like ,1111•0, seems to 
designate the land of Moab in I Ch. 516.-n)ll"\1"1:J] Now modifies :,',;ii,c of 
Dreceding line, just as in 1H,-',1p::i] Note asyndeton as in 01,:i (1.lf); the 
,nlended parallelism is evident.-"l!lllV] This instrument was. a horn; it is 

specifically called" ram's born" in Jos. 64 If-; cf. Arab. ~I;;, ram's horns, 

and Assyr. sapparu, mountain goat. In early times, according to the Tal
mud, they were, naturally, crooked; but the modern skofar (used in the 
synagogue) is usually straightened and flattened by heat. It is the oldest 
form of wind instrument in the world still in use, having been employed in 
the Mosaic ritual from the beginning until the present day. The skofar was 
probably the earliest kind of trumpet, and was used in war (Ju. 321) and to 
raise the alarm at the approach of danger (Am. J6). Later in Israel's history 

• See KB. II. 64f.; Wkl. Keilinsckriftliclies Te:xtouck zum A. T.2 (1903), 41. 
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the trumpets were appropriated by the priests for use in worship, in some re, 
spects serving the purpose of the modern church bell. 

4, 5. Judgment upon Judah.-As the text now stands, the 
climax of Amos's outburst against the neighboring nations, before 
Israel herself is denounced, appears in words uttered against 
Judah, whose punishment is predicted on the ground of abandon
ment of Yahweh's instruction. 

The form of the piece, if the clause OJJ''.ll'.l!! ort:i~ i:i~:;i-,'f.l!l o::;•;ip oi.11r;i!! 
is omitted as a gloss (v.i.), is identical with that of the oracles relating 
to Tyre and Edam, i.e. 5 + 2. Against the genuineness of the entire utterance 
it may be urged that the similarity in form just mentioned puts the section in 
the same category with 19- 10 and 111· Ill, and any doubt which attaches to these 
oracles must attach also to this; furthermore, that the introduction of this 
oracle removes entirely the force of the surprise which the Israelites would 
have felt; that it is impossible to suppose that Amos would have treated 
Judali so cursorily, and in a manner so like that in which he treated the out
side nations; that the terms of Judah's sin are of a Deuteronomic character 
and of later origin (cf. 1,01:1 i,i', i•j'n, Dt. 46 62< 161:I 1719, as well as the fre
quently recurring phrases tu ubserve to do, to ubserve and du, 46 51, etc.); that 
the style is tame, vague, and weak; that the term Israel in 26-16 includes 
Judah (cf. 210); that the concluding formula ·, ,01-1 is lacking, and that the 
sin described, transgression of the "instruction" and the "statutes" of 
Yahweh, was too indefinite, not so flagrant as to call for its introduction in 
this place, in fact, unlike any charges made elsewhere by Amos, and out 
of harmony with the formula, fur their transgressions, etc., since it could not 
be specified as one of the three or four. So Duhm, Theo/. der Prup!i. n9; 
We.; Sta. G VI. I. 571; Val.; Che. in WRS., Pruph. XVI. and EB. I. 153; 
Oort, Th T. XIV, (r88o), u6; GAS.; Volz 19; Now., Lohr; Taylor, DB. 
I. 86; Baumann. But note the considerations offered on the other hand: 
that Judah is not included under Israel in 26ft". and it is inconceivable that 
Amos should have omitted Judah in his written statement, even if, perhaps, 
he failed for certain reasons to mention it in his oral statement; that the 
phraseology termed Deuteronomic is to be found in Is. 52< Ex. 1816 ; that 
though the charges brought against Judah are general they are corroborated 
by Is. z6-8, 18. 20 51-M; and Amos may have wished to reserve the more specific 
accusations for use against Israel. So WRS. Proph. 399 f.; Kue. Einl. II. 347; 
Gun., Mit., Dr. If the passage is genuine, its introduction by the prophet is 
due to his desire to prevent the charge of favoritism toward his own people 
(Cal.) The reasons for regarding the clause in v." beginning 'Ul C1Jll"l'1 as a 
gloss are : ( r) the comparatively late date of the idea contained in it, cf. 
Ex. 321 Dt. 91~; ( 2) the use of □ •J1J to designate idols, a use which is parallel 
to that of c•~::i~ which appeared after Jeremiah's time (Now.); (3) the 
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awkwardness of the syntax as it is here introduced (v.i.); (4) the fact that 
the symmetry of the strophic arrangement is entirely destroyed. 

4. nim•] 6 vlwP 'Iouoci.-1,orv ••• 00110] 1J' renders both by 3 p. sg, 
-cn,Jr:i] .! om. sulf. Ii adds cl i?roi'1)11'<iP, 1J' idola sua.-nm,n11,,. ,ci11] 
8 fol. Heh. idiom, ols ••• lnrll1'c., ciuTwP,-'Ul DlVl"l'l] a gloss (v.s.), 

4. Judah] Outside of this oracle the only specific references to 
Judah are found in 1

2 61 712 911
.• Judah represents the southern 

kingdom, including Benjamin, in distinction from northern Israel 
(1 K. 12

00 &).t The relationship of the two nations was very close 
in spite of the disruption, for however they may have differed 
from each other in dialect, in religious ideas or in governmental 
sympathy they were one nation in distinction from their Canaan
itish neighbors. The impossibility of uniting all the interests ot 
the various tribes showed itself in the earliest times, and it was 
only under David and Solomon that a union, even when effected, 
could endure. The rivalry between the two kingdoms after the 
division was intense and bitter ( cf. 1 K. 1218· 21 r 26 ft'. 157· 16 ff- 32 2 K. 
14H-). At this time there seems to have been no special cause for 
bitter feeling between them. - The law of Yahweh] Four stages 
in the history of this word may be traced : t ( 1) direction or in
struction from Yahweh, in general, without any technical meaning; 
cf. advice from elders, Pr. 18, utterances of prophets, Is. 1 10 816 ; 

( 2) technical direction given by the priest on specific matters of 
ceremonial observance and conduct, Mi. i 1 Je. 2 8 1818 Lv. 1141 

1532 ; (3) direction as to the general duty of an Israelite as found 
in Dt. 1 5 1 K. 2 3 2 K. 1031 146 1713 21 8 228 Je. 1611 ; (4) the direc
tion formulated and contained in the Pentateuch, Ne. gu. 13 £ 1084 86• 

The exact meaning intended here will depend upon the date 
assigned to the passage. The use in the next member of the 
parallelism of the word statutes] in a measure marks the idea as 

• Cf. the query whether the story of the encounter of the prophet of Judah with 
Jeroboam I (I K. 13), may not have been worked up upon the basis of the en
counter of Amos with Jeroboam 11.; Kue. Einl. II. 342. 

t Cf. especially Scesemann, Israel und Juda /Jei Am. u. Ho. 
t Dr. Dt. 208, 209, 401 f.; WRS. 0 TJ O 299 ff., 372 ff., 382 f., 425 f.; Kue. 

Hex.§ 10-4; Sm.Rd. (v.lndex); We.Prol.,394ff,; McC. RPM., §§457,488,610; 
Benz. Arch., 321,324,412; Now. Arck. II, 97f.; Dr. 23of.; Kent and Sanders, 
"The Growth of Israelitish Law," in Bibi, and Sem. Studies, critical and kiJIM', 
,ssays uy tlu members of tlu Stm. and Bibi, Fanilty of Yale Univ, (1902), 41-go, 
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consistent with the third or Deuteronomic stage described above, 
2 K. r i 9, This word ( sometimes with judgments, also with testi
monies and commandments, prefixed), is especially frequent in Dt. 
and in books dependent on Dt. ( cf. 4"· 8 14 51. 31 61

• 
00 etc.), and de

signates enactments or institutions whether moral, ceremonial, or 
civil (e.g. Dt. i-a 12. 14. r6. 17).* This "direction" of Yahweh 
and these" statutes," they had rejected, had not observed], a charge 
which accords well with the feeling of the prophets (Is. 524), who 
narrated the stories of the kings of David's line ( 2 K. qu· 19), 

although the charge is of sin against God, rather than against 
man. Cf. the frequent formulas, "evil in the sight of Yahweh," 
"provoked him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, 
above all that their fathers had done." Judah's rulers might be 
classified as (1) the good kings, Asa (1 K. 1511 2 Ch. 142

), Je
hoshaphat (1 K. 2248 2 Ch. 173), Joash (2 K. 122r. 2 Ch. 242

•
18), 

Amaziah (2 K. 143 2 Ch. 252
), who, nevertheless, fell far short of 

reaching the standard in the mind of the historian, a standard 
(fixed by Dt.) in accordance with which all worship on high
places was interdicted; (2) the bad kings, Abijah (1 K. 153, cf. 
2 Ch. 1J1°), Joram (2 K. 818 2 Ch. 2r6), Ahaziah (2 K. 827 2 Ch, 
223), who openly opposed the true Yahweh worship, while Atha
liah ( 2 K. u 3 2 Ch. 2212) actually deserted the Yahweh religion.f 
If this representation of apostasy comes from Amos, allowance 
must be made for the fact that the general prohibition of worship 
on high-places was still a thing of the future (Josiah's reign); if 
from a later date, the charge may have been made from the point 
of view of Deuteronomy. That the accusation in general was true 
against the Judah of Amos's time cannot be doubted. The gloss, 
And their lies have caused them to err] (resembling Je. 2313

•
32
), is 

a still later interpolation in the original charge,t whenever made. 
These lies, in the mind of the interpolator, may have been the 
plausible but false excuses which they offered for their trans
gressions, § or the false prophets whose activity in later times 
was very great, II or, better still, their idols, i.e. something which 
has no actual existence, and actually deceives ; ,r for a similar 

•Gun.; Lag. BN. 40; Barth. NB. II2, n9; Baentsch, Das Bundes!Juck, 3a; 
Dr. Dt. 62. t See Mit., Sr f. t So Marti. § Cal., Geb. 11 Ki., Abar. 

'J Jer., Drus., Dat., Schrl:S., Ros., Hi., Ba., Mit., Dr., Now., et al. 
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idea in connection with other Hebrew words v.i. -After wkick 
their fathers walked] An expression used of Yahweh worship (Dt. 
1J4), and also of idolatry (Dt. 43 819 1128 1J2). The whole course 
of Judah's history was an illustration of this fact. Judgment, 
therefore, shall come upon Judah, and shall show itself particu
larly against the palaces of Jerusalem], a threat which would 
strike terror to the hearts of Israelites, for Jerusalem, even to the 
Northern Israelites, represented in a peculiar manner the Yahweh, 
in whose worship the two nations united. 

According to tradition Jerusalem was in existence before Abraham (Gn. 
1418 Ps. 762). At the conquest of Canaan, Jerusalem (on the Amarna in• 
scriptions, cir. 1400 B.c., Urusalim; hence the original name, Jebus being 
used to designate the non-Israelite population, Ju. 1911, GFM. Ju. 20, 

413) was not taken from the Jebusites (Jos. 1568, cf. the substitution of 
"Benjamites" for "Judahites" in Ju. 121, and note also the spurious char• 
acter of 18), but remained a Canaanitish city until captured by David (2 S. 
564), who fortified it and made it the capital of the kingdom. Under 
Solomon the city was magnificently adorned with buildings, most important 
of which was the temple. Between the time of Solomon and that of Amos, 
Jerusalem had been captured and plundered three times: (1) by Shishak in 
Rehoboam's reign (1 K. 1425 f, 2 Ch. 12lf•); (2) by Arabians and Philistines 
in Joram's reign (2 Ch. 2116f,); (3) by Israel under Jehoash in Amaziah's 
~eign (2 K. 1413 f. 2 Ch. 25Z3f-).-4. c,110] used of rejection of people by 
Yahweh (Je. 630 1419), as well as of rejection of Yahweh by his people, as 
here; cf. also I S. 1528 2 K. 1715; cf. in the same sense MJT, fMJ, ~1;,, IV!:lJ, ,~~. 

-n,1n] from Hiph. of n,, = direction, used with c,,1,n (mj!n), C'tlllt>P, and 
nnJo (Baentsch, Das Bundesbuch, 29-34; Dr. Dt. 62). Note the chiastic 
arrangement of :i,m and 1'i'M, The change of subject from 00110 in the clause 
beginning 01;,1111 is very awkward and throws suspicion on the connection of 
the two clauses. -cn•Ji:,J their images, cf. 1.)~ (Is. 663), c,:,',11 •• , M~ (Je. 57), 

~J:, (Je, 819), and ~'7!:! (Lv. 194).-,wMJ A good example of a full relative 
sentence H. 46, 1; GK. 138a; Ew.8331, c (2).-!;. o\v1,1] Q•riforc~v1,,; 
cf. Urusalim (Amarna), Ursalirnma (Assyr.) (DI. Par. 288; COT. I. 148f.; 
RP.2 V. 6of.; DB.2 I. 1582; BSZ, s.v.; BDB. s.v.; Grill, ZAW, IV. 134£1.; 
Zimmern, ZA. 1891, pp. 252, 254, 263; Sayce, HCM. 176; Jastrow, JBL. 
XI. 105), 6 'Iepovcra"-'ljµ, class. Grk, 'Iepocro)\vµ.a, Aram. c'?,~i,,, Other 
proper names with the ending D)_.. are: c:11,n, c:ci7;i1, C:!:1;:i1?, C!f:i', c:D~i• 
tl)~~f, C)'llD. 

§ 4. J'udgm.ent against the nation Israel. 2e.16• If other 
nations are to be punished for their sins, surely Israel must suffer. 
( 1) Her transgressions are many, and, above all, injustice and 
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oppression prevail ; ( 2) notwithstanding the divine purpose to do 
for her everything possible, every effort has been rendered futile; 
(3) therefore, now, a destruction shall come from which there 
shall be no escape. These three ideas are expressed in three dis
tinct pieces, each of three strophes, and each strophe, originally, 
of four lines. The writer adjusts the form of his language to the 
character of the thought, and the logical movement is thus ren
dered wonderfully impressive. 

6-8. The injustice and oppression in Israel. The nation is 
guilty of a treatment of the poor and needy so cruel as to be a 
profanation of God's holy name. 

The three strophes of this piece have the trimeter movement. Each con
tains a single verse; but vs.7 • nd d have been transposed. V.7 is to be placed 
as the third strophe after v.8 because (1) the ptcp. O'DI!!~ is less abrupt, connect
ing itself with the subject of the preceding imperfects; Torrey's statement 
concerning Amos's use of the ptcp. (JBL. XV. 152) is entirely in accord with 
this; ( 2) the order of thought thus becomes more regular; (3) the piece 
closes with the climax "profane my holy name"; and (4) the closing line, 
just quoted, sustains a striking relation to the first line of the succeeding 
piece " and yet I," etc. Cf. my presentation of this point in the Biblical 
World, September, 1898, p. 179, and Lohr (1901), who places v.8 between 

1° and 1b, and then brings together 7' and 10 (v.9 following); on the other 
hand Oet. 66, regards the first of these changes as unnecessary, the second as 
pedantic. 

6. p•ii] Gr. 0•7:i, cf. 86, - fl':lH1] ~ connects with ;,•ii.-c•~PJ .,,J;,J] 
~ iu~i;i:1 I:>•-:,~. Che. ( Crit. Bib.), c,~~- -T. C'DNl!m] read c•~[N]!f(:!, from 
l)1W (so Jer., Ba., We., Gr., Now., Torrey JBL. XV. 151, GAS., Lohr; 
cf. Hal.), supported by 6, which connects c•DHIUM with c•i:>;,J, rendering it 
.,-~ ,ra-rov11Ti:i (some codd., -rw11 ,ri:i-ro611Tw11), by .$, and 1:J', qui conterunt. 
l!t perhaps= C•t::lNe' (cf. Ez. 1657; so Hal.). Oet. WN, ,,, f.,N .,!lP, C•Qr~ 

c,l:>,.-1:>;,J Elh. Sti. (?)-fiH ,o;, ,v] Orn. as a gloss, since it is unnecessary, in 
itself is very awkw°ard, and altogether spoils the rhythm (so We., Now., Torrey 
JBL. XV. 151 ff., Lohr, Marti; cf. Dr., Elh., and Oet., who are unable to see 
how these words could have gotten in the text if they were not genuine; but 
v. Torrey's explanation of the origin of the gloss). Oort (Em.) om. the entire 
clause, beginning with c•DHIUn. i!,r! .. a., xov11 -rijs -yijs seems to be a later addi
tion to 6(soWe.,Now.).-IUN.,~] .Som. 6Fpl. 1:J'seemstoom. :l (so also 
Lohr). Hirscht, WNJ~.-,-,i,] Gr. r,1. Oort (Em.), Marti, 1~71~•-11>•1t1] 
8 ic<&l war. - ~,;,Jn) 8 T-1,v i:ivr-l,11 ,ri:i,8ltr1C7Jr, Read with Hoffm, ~;i~~'.'.' (v.i.), 
Allother reading suggested is n~~~(:!, lfu ai:mrsed thing. - 8. l:>;1] Oort, fol 8, 
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om. ~JI (so Now., Elh., Lohr); perhaps 6 read mn.-c,,.:i!"I] 6 ~ErTJJAVovres 
:::: 0•71h (Vol.) or C'?r!'.) (Va., Seb., Ur.;; so ;6. Gr., fol. 6, add$ !"liJl:•':>.
l~'] Ew. ,,,. Sta. ,vs, (cf. Je. 220). Hal. iw:,-':>J] 6 om.-c,rvu)I] 6 '" 
rrv,co<f,a.11-nwv :::: according to Hirschi, c•prv;, a corrupt text. ;o Np1nv, old, 
probably reading a form of JIV' (Seb.). Gr. c•ruJ cp ( ?). 6's rendering of 8", 
,ca.l ra. lµ.a.Tla. a.l,rwv a,uµ.et'Jovres uxou,lo,s 11'a.pa.11'ETerTµ.a.Ta. lrolovv ix6p.eva. 

TOIi 8vu1a.rTT1/plov, according to Ba.= IJ~!1h 0•~1, ~iv~ c•~~h Cv'J1? n~,; but 
according to Gr, n,p,,i, c,,.:in.:i c•,rvp c•iJ.:i. 

6. Though starting the indictment of Israel with the stereo
typed formula, for three transgressions, etc.] this is abandoned 
after the first sentence. -Because they sell the righteous for money, 
and the needy for a pair of shoes] The reference is not to the 
righteous and poor in spirit who, because of opposition to a royal 
edict, are seized and sold into slavery;• nor to the corrupt acts 
of judges in the oppression of the poor, at first for money, and 
later, as they become more corrupt, even for a pair of shoes ; t but 
to the unjust and outrageous seizure (sell here being used figur
atively) of innocent men by the powerful for debt, and to the 
habit of selling the poor into slavery when the debt was only as 
much as a pair of shoes; t cf. 2 K. 41 Mat. 1825

• The sin of Israel 
repeated in different forms is that of injustice, oppression,· cf. the 
legislation which touches this, Ex. 236-ll Dt. 1618-20 Lv. 19u; and 
the attitude of the later prophets, Is. 1 23 J1H· 528 rnu. Je. 5!8 228 

Ez. 2229 Mi. 311--11 73 Mal. J3. The phrase for a paz'r of shoes ( cf. 
Am. 86

") seems to be a proverbial expression designating some
thing of the lowest value;§ cf. Ez. 1319

• A very plausible in
terpretation II is based on the custom of using the shoe as a 
"conventional symbol in legal transactions " ( cf. Ru. 41 Ps. 603

). 

One of the commonest crimes of Amos's day was that of land 
grabbing ( cf. Is. 58

) on the part of the rich, and it is this that 
Amos is here denouncing. The judges are charged with receiv
ing money for the betrayal of the innocent, and not only so, 
but also with cheating the needy out of his land. This interpre
tation is supported by <!i's reading of I S. 12s, viz. EK xnpo,; •rtvo,; 
iU.11(/,a l~{>..auµ,a. Kai fr1r6811µ,a. (from whose hand have I taken a 

• Geb. t Os., Va., Hi., Ew., Ba., Dr. 
t AE., Theodoret, Crocius, Ros. § Dathe, Bauer, Jus., Schrii., Ros., Marti, 
ll G. H. Box, Exp. Times, XII. (1901), 377 f.; cf. Hoffm. ZA W. III. CJ7 ff. 

'R 
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bribe and a sandal?)• - 8. And because garments taken in pledge 
they spread out] These were especially the outer garments, or 
mantle ( Gn. 3 9lll 1 K. 2 2 10), t rather than bed clothing ( r S. 1913), t 
held in pledge contrary to the command in Ex. 2226, which pro
vides for the return of the garment over night,§ or taken in pay
ment for unjust fines, II Garments thus illegally and mercilessly 
held, the upper classes spread out, in order to recline upon them, as 
upon couches for sleeping,-,f or as at banquets in their feasting.•• 
Cf. Ewald's interpretation, cast lots ( I S. 1442). -Beside every 
altar] Referring to the sacrificial meals (cf. 1 S. s3 i 2• 13 Dt. 14211 r·, 
also Ho. 811 101·2.8 12u).-And the wine of suck as have been 
fined they dn'nk] That is, wine purchased by money received 
through unjust judgment. tt - In the houses of their gods] Not 
in the house of their gods, U i.e. the calves worshipped as gods 
in Bethel and Dan ; nor in the house of their God, i.e. Yahweh,§§ 
for this was at Jerusalem; but in the houses of their gods 1111 (v.i.). 
The whole is a protest of the simple ancient Jewish religion against 
the metropolitan civilization,-,f-,f carrying with it, as it does, corrup
tion and greed. -7. Who tread [to the dust of the earth] the 
head of the poor] Cf. 8' Gn. J11l; that is, trample the poor into 
the dust,••• or, omitting y,it ,tv ',i,, who tread upon, or crush, the 
head of the poor, a reading based upon a slight change of :Jl!lf!t 
( v.s.). Others have understood the phrase as meaning, "who 
desire to destroy the heads of the poor who already are cast into 
the dust,"ttt or, "who long for the dust of the earth, i.e. earthly 
things, gold, silver, which may be possessed only at the risk of the 
heads of the poor," t t t or, "who long for the person of the poor 
in addition to his landed property,"§§§ or," who long to see dust 
scattered upon the heads of the poor, i.e. to see their misery as 
thus indicated," 1111 H or, "who long for even the dust sprinkled by 

• The correctness of 8's reading is established by Ecclus. 4618 where the 
original text (ed. of Cowley and Neubauer, p. 32) reads: •n[np, •c)c c1,pJ1 iD.:i 
= from whom have I taken a bribe or a pair of sandals ? 

t Jus., Schro., Ba. t Ros. tt Cal., Os., Ros. "if"if We. 
§ Ra., Ki., Cal., 0s., Jus., Va., Ros. tt Or. ""' Ba., GAS. 
II Geb. "if Cal., Os., Jus., Va. §§ Crocius. ttt Cal., Jus. 
"'"' Ra., Ki., Luth., Geb., Ros. 1111 Oort (ThT. XIV. I41), Mit. 
!:tt Geb., who cites for similar use of l 2 S. 2311 CQl!d9J:~; I Ch. 1219 l!N;~ i 

also Struensee, Mich. §§§ Hoffm. ZA W. Ill. 99 f, 
111111 Dat., and with slight variation, Ros., Ke., Or., Gun., Elh. 
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the mourner (cf. 2 S. 12 1532 La. 210
) upon his head, as indicative 

of his grief."• The general thought is the same in every case. 
-And Ike way of tke kumble tkey turn ast'de] Cf. 512 Is. 101 

Ex. 236 Je. 54
• The word way is difficult to define, meaning 

" the judgment " t or " the cause, business " ; t better, however, 
is " the path in life, the walk by which they are characterized" 
(Ps. 16). § The rich and powerful push the humble out of the 
path in which they would naturally walk, in other words, deprive 
them of the privileges to which they are entitled (Jb. 24' Mat. 
186).-A man and kis judge deal according to agreement] 
So Hoffmann, changing ., to ,.11 This is in better harmony with 
the context, which is entirely occupied with the idea of cor
ruption and oppression. The other reading, a man and kis 
fatker go unto tke same maid, makes the sin an exaggerated form 
of adultery, a father and son going to the same harlot,'if or the 
same young wife,** or a girl (the article being generic), i.e. one 
of the temple prostitutes tt who were in the service of Baal and 
Astarte, and plied their business near the altars and temples 
(cf. Gn. 382

L
22 Dt. 2J17 I K. 1494

); or a servant taken as a concu
bine (Ex. 218.9, cf. Ez. 2211 Lv. 188· J.1); H according to Reuss, it 
does not mean the same woman, but simply that the father sets 
an example to the son ; while Hitzig explains that the expression 
riMit :,iul is avoided, because it might have implied that intercourse 
with different maids would not be blameworthy. - And so prefane 
my koly name J Any act inconsistent with God's character would 
be a profanation of his name - a phrase common in the Holiness 
Code (Lv. 17-26) and in Ezekiel.§§ This would apply equally well 
to (I) impurity of life, 1111 ( 2) idol worship involving impurity ( cf. 
Lv. 1821 203) ,'if'if (3) corruption in the administration of justice.*** 
The thought is that this is the real result ttt of all such action. 
This phrase does not, as Nowack contends, settle beyond ques
tion that the preceding clause refers to the practfoes of the temple 
prostitutes. 

•Va., Schr6., Hi., Pu., Hd., Duhm (17uol.), Dr. 
t Ros., Ba., Gun. § Mit. 'II Cal., 0s., Hi., GAS. 
t Jus. 11 ZAW. III. 99 f. ff Rabbi Salomo, Geb. 
tt Mich., Mau., Ew., Hd., Ba., St., Now., Dr., Eth. 'lf'II St. **• Hoffm, 
U Ros. §§ Cal., Os., Ros. UH Most commentators. ttt Ros. 



6. c,;,i;] with i atten. from a, instead of with ii, as if the Qal Imp(. had 1; 
so also Ne. 13 °; but ";~;, Ex. 21 8• Cf. \',~_1, 2 S. 110 with ''-lli• 1 S. 298• 

V. Barth, NB. 77c; GK. 61 b. -']tlJJ] J denotes price, cf. 88; GK. u9p; 
Ko. 332 o. - p,il] Cf. Barth, NB. 133 c; Lag. BN. I ro; Ols. 185 a; 
Kautzsch, Ueber die Derivate des St. p,1 in a.t. Sprachgebrauck (1881); 
WRS. Proph. 72; always used of persons except Dt. 41• For the sense 
innocent (cf. 'i'J) v. Ex. 2]7 Pr. 1817• - ,1.:i;,J] May denote price, BSZ., s.v.; 
Ew.8 315 c, note 3; but for the sake of (I S. 1222) here and in 86 gives better 
sense. Cf. Ba., who maintains the latter as the only meaning; Hoffm. (ZA W. 
III. 99) makes "11J;, here, 78 and 86 = f"1Ni"l "11J;' (Jos. 511), i.e. produce, 
secured to the judge by the token of a pair of shoes; cf. Ru. 47.-c,',;J] 
= something of the slightest value (cf. 86 Ez. 1319 ; so Dathe, Ba., Jus., Ros., 
Schro., et al.), but cf. Ba., 264; ZA. VII. 296; Hoffm. ZA W. III. 98 f. -
B. ',p] not a prep. governing c,,;:,, but a continuation of ',p with D"1J!J = 
because, as in Gn. 3120 Ps. 119185 ; cf. full form, Dt. 2925• Lohr shows clearly 
that ,,, as a prep. is out of place, for Amos uses :,:,i:, and r,-,c for /fr and 
recline; 6 om. it; and it is superfluous in the metre of the line. - 1:::1•] by 
the transposition of vs.7 • nd • now continues the inf. C"1JC (H. 29, 5 b; GK. 
114 r; Dr. § n8), having in itself and giving to the inf. the freq. force, 
H. 2r, 2; GK. 107 g; Dr. § 33 a; Ew.'s use of ll!! = ,,~::,, cast lots, is un• 
necessary and without basis; cf. Is. 318 Je. 612, in which :"l~ry is used of 
stretching out the hand, a sense more easy to harmonize here with its use in 
v.7 - 1r11i.,] is coordinate with m•. On the sacrificial meals of the Hebrews, 
see Di. on Lv. 3; WRS. OTJC.2 239, 448-51, and Propk. 98 f.; and other 
literature cited in my Constructive Studies in the Priestly Element in the 
O.T. (1902), 90 ff. -c;i,;i',N r1'J] = in Ike houses of their gods, the second 
noun pluralizing also the first, H. 3, 4; GK. 124 r; cf. c;,,JJJ) r,,:1, IS. 310.-
7. 0'll11'11] or, c,,;,N~Cl (GK. 23g); the article, as in Gn. 4921 Ps. 497, adds a 
new statement, here in a t0ne of impatience and indignation; (GK. 126 b; 
Ko. 411 e; Mit.; Torrey,JBL. XV. 151 f.; cf. the frequent use of the ptcp. in 
this way, J1° 41 57 63• 4 1f. 13, etc.). Against the reading here adopted, Elh. 
(cf. Hirscht) urges (1) that in Gn. 315, where ')111> occurs with lt'N"1, the prep. 
J is absent; (2) that in Gn. J15 'Jllt' cannot possibly mean tread upon, when 
used of the serpent at least; (3) that it involves the rejection of f"1N "1ll,' ,;,, 

the presence of which words cannot be accounted for on the supposition that 
they are a gloss (but v.s.) ; ( 4) that ffii!! makes satisfactory sense. -lt'H"1J] 

On use of J after verbs of touching and taking hold of, GK. n9k; Ew.s 217, 
3, 2), a) ; but note that in 81 the J is omitted after C'llll>;i. -'Ul C'llH11'11] 8 Tik 

11'a1"oilna l1ri 'TOP xovv T,jr-y,jr Kal fKOPavX,so• Elr KE<f,aXas 11''TWX<:iv (cf. s = for 
the sake of sandals which tread upon the dust of the earth and who strike the 
poor with their lists) is explained as due to a double interpretation of C'llN11>;i, 

one rightly connecting it with the subject of the preceding inf., the other 
wrongly connecting it with c,',;,J; it is as an explanatory gloss to the latter 
that the 'N;i "11l)l ,v originated (so e.g. Torrey, JBL. XV. 152). The result is 
that the two interpretations appear side by side in 6 and ~. D•llHlt';'I boini 
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represented in each, while ffit!t presents a mixture of the two interpretations, 
'Mi"I "Ul)I ~JI belonging to the secondary one. Hirschi objects to this that 6 
renders IJNII' in 8• by EKrpl{Jw ; cf, 2 K. 1926 where 6 confuses i"l!lilV with '11:.1> 

and translates it 1ra.rf111.a.ra., and Is. 2510 where TV1i is rendered by ,ra.re,v, 
Moreover, in Gn. J16, '11::0 is used of an action of the foot, not of the hand 
(Kovov).ltw). Hence only ,ra.rovvra. can here be referred to C1JJMIV, and 
since this rendering of C'JJMIV made the Hebrew unintelligible, Ka.l lrcovil6}.1fo• 
was freely added by the translators after fr! rlw xouv r,js ')l')S in order to 
secure sense for the passage. Hirschi, therefore, would retain ffit!C with one 
change, viz., ldMJ:;J instead of i:i1h~, and, by considering 0MJ=;! as the direct 
object of D'DNIVi"I ~nd rega1ding !'"1Ni"I "1D)1 as an ironical expre;sion for money 
( cf. Assyr." gold, the dust of his land" and" the dust of the earth of Susa 
••• I took to Assyria," KB. II. 14,209), would secure the following inter
pretation: "the wicked already possess much, and yet it is nothing ( dust), 
and they ever covet more of this nothing from those who have nothing more." 
This is scarcely an improvement upon ffit!C and, to say the least, makes very 
awkward syntax.-11:l!] A more usual meaning of i"lf:li"I than the above; here 
a continuation of the ptcp., as the other, of an inf.; H. 27, 5 b; GK. u6z; 
Ko. 413/, 368i; Dr. § II7.-i"li)lli"I ~M 1'J~' 11'JM1 1V1Ml] In support of this 
reading note ( 1) that ffit!C is entirely outside of the scope of the author's 
thought; cf. Mi. 2g in which the casting out of the women is a part of the 
picture of oppression; (2) the parallel picture in Mi. 78; (3) the use of :ut 
:;::; priestly judge, 2 K.. 621 13H Je. 171° (cf. Gn. 458; GFM. Ju. 385 f.), and a 
similar usage in Egyptian(ZDMG. XXXI. 726); (4) the similar combination 
of i)l\l and 1':>n in 38.-1vo':>J H. 29, 3 a (a); GK. 107 q; Ko. 407/; Ew.3 

337, 2; expresses a necessary logical consequence but never simply result; 
"in rhetorical passages, the issue of a line of action, though really unde
signed, is represented by it ironically as if it were designed" (BDB. 775), 
e.g. Ho. 8•; cf. Ko. 396,. This is the only occurrence of tllti':> in Amos. 

9-12. The efforts made by Yahweh lo build up Israel. The 
present condition of Israel is not due to neglect on the part 
of Yahweh, for he (r) had taken Israel out of Egypt, led her 
through the wilderness and brought her to Canaan, ( 2) had 
driven out the Canaanites from before her, and (3) had raised 
up teachers through whom his will might be made known, - but 
all to no effect. 

This piece stands in closest connection with the preceding ( cf. the contrast 
-they had profaned his holy name, when it had been he, who was, etc.), and 
falls into three strophes each of three pentameters, or six alternating trimeters 
and dimeters; preferably the former, since the long drawn out lines picture 
the historical details given, and form a contrast with the quick trimeter move
ment of vs,lS-lli,'.o"hich follow. It seems right to transfe, v,10 to precede v,• 
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and make it form the first strophe, because (1) this is a simple historical 
statement and the chronological order is self-evident, while (2) nothing is 
gained by the explanation that v,9, although later in time, is put before v,10 to 
emphasize the greatness of the victory over the tall and mighty aborigines, 
which was so remarkable in contrast with the weakness of Israel at the time 
of the prophet (Ew.), or to tell first what God did for the nation, and then 
what he did Jo the nation ; (3) the confusion grew out of the fact that both 
strophes began with •:>JHI; while (4) the whole of strophe 2 (v.9) grows out of 
the mention of •"'lcHn in line 3 of strophe 1 (v.10), Cf. Lohr, Oet,, Baumann, 
and Marti who makes both 10 and 12 interpolations, 

10. ,r,,',;n •:inn] '.B' correctly renders, ego sum qui ascendere ••• ftei. 
Before nr.,+ the insertion of c:,N•:>N1 found in .S, and I brougkt you Jo tku 
place, completes the rhythm and furnishes a basis for 111.1''1',, -9. •nici-n] 
8 i~71pa; ffA i~fye,pa.-cn•JDC] Some codd. c:,•JDC.-D•Jl',H ••• C•!"'IH] 

6 sg. -"l•Cll'Nl] 6 i~-qpa11a; (some codd. iFipa); • A, ,ca;I 11v11bpll/111. in second, 
but l:0 like 6; cf. Ba. 's suggestion that t~,lpa11a is an early (because followed by 
Jer. and Arab.) modification of i~71pa to fit the picture of a tree, -11. D•j'Nl] 
6 ,ea;! O.a{Jo11= np1n (cf, Dt. 1818).-c•,rJ',] 8 a;,,a11µ6J1= '1.rJ, The line 'JHl1 

'1J1 nNr J'H] the concluding home-thrust of the piece-should stand at the 
end of v.12, where it belongs logically and poetically (sec Bi/Jlical Worlil, 
September, 1898; so also Lohr, 6; on the contrary, Oet. 66).-'lNn] Gr, l"ID!!~• 
- mir] Riedel, r,\H :i1,. -12, D'"!U} 6 frt,a;11µivovs; other Greek versions 
,-o~s Nat,pa!ovs.--lN?)':I i,i', '1CN~] .S has the third person; these words might 
well be omitted as a gloss and the line thus restored to its proper length, 

10. And yet it was I who] Emphasizing, cf. 17, the contrast 
between the ingratitude and wickedness of the people (v.8) and the 
readiness of Yahweh to pour out blessings upon them. For simi• 
Jar use of the conjunction, which is especially frequent with the 
personal pronouns, see Ju. 1615 Is. sf Gn. 26'ZT.-Broughtyou up 
out of Egypt] The usual form of expression, cf. Gn. 1210 262 4411 

45 211 468, not because Palestine was toward the north,• but rather 
because of the local elevation, the mountainous character of Pales
tine in contrast with Egypt. t The general thought here expressed 
is found elsewhere, Ex. 194 Dt. 3210 Ps. 7863 J e. 22

• For the various 
explanations of the present order of vs.9· 10, and for the reasons 
which suggest a reversal of the order, v.s.-Forty years] CC. 5211 

Dt. 2 7 82 especially 295 ; a reminder not only of the disobedience 
for which the wandering was a punishment, and in spite of which 
Yahweh was good enough to bring them into the land, but also of 

•Ros, t Hd.; cf. GAS, HG. 45-5g. 
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the power of Yahweh exhibited in his gracious act of feeding and 
caring for them during all this time.• On the duration of the wan
dering there is difference of opinion.t For the use of the number 
forty in Scripture,+ see Gn. i4 2500 503 Ex. 1636 2418 Nu. 13215 Dt. 
253 Ju. 311 581 828 131 1 K. 198 Ez. 2911

lf, Jon. 3'. - To possess the 
land] Cf. Dt. 612 Ho. it (RV. marg.). This phrase has been 
joined (1) to the preceding clause with the idea that this long 
wandering was intended to prepare them for driving out their 
opponents, § ( 2) to the whole verse, explaining thus the purpose 
of the Exodus as a whole; II but it is better with .S (v.s.) to suppose 
that the words and brought you hither J were a part of the original 
text. - The Amon'te J By whom Amos meant not a particular 
people dwelling from the J abbok to the Arnon on both sides of 
the Jordan (cf. Nu. 2121-32), nor one (cf. Gn. xo15r·) of many Canaan
itish peoples, used here to represent allf (cf. Gn. 1516 Jos. 24M), 
but the whole Canaanitish constituency, described by E (of the 
Hexateuch) and by Amos as the Amorite (v.i.).-9. And it was 
I who destroyed from before them J An emphatic expression as in 
v.10, and the usual word for the overthrow of the Canaanite race 
(see in E, Jos. 248, the same phrase), especially frequent in Dt. 
(cf. 221f) and in the later historical books. - The Amon'te ••• 
whose height was like the cedars J An hyperbolical description, based 
upon the common opinion of the existence of giant nations, in
tended to magnify the goodness and the power of Yahweh, who 
was able to overcome enemies of such stature.** Specific mention 
of the gigantic autochthones of the land is made elsewhere, viz. 
of the sons of Anak (Nu. 1322 11'- Dt. 128); the Emim (Dt. 2 1°); the 
Zamzummim (Dt. 22°); the Rephaim (Dt. J11); cf. also Nu. 1381',. 
The cedar in the Hebrew mind was the ideal representation of gran
deur, 2 K. 149 Is. 2 13 Ps. 8010 9213 Ez. 1722r, 318 Je. 227.-And he was 
strong as the oaks J Cf. Is. 213 Zc. n 2 Ez. 276• -But I destroyed 
his fruit • •• his rootr] That is, root and branch (cf. Ez. 179 Ho. 
918 Jb. 1816 Is. 521),tt a picture of complete destruction, U and not a 

• Cal., Ros., Ba., Pu. t Cf. Sta. G VI. I. 132 f.; Dr. Dt. 32 f. t Cf. Kil. Stil, 54-
§ AE., Ki. 11 Ros. 'II Jus., Schro., Ros., Ba., Rd., Pu., Or., etal. ff Pu. 
tt Cf. Eshmuna:<ar Inscription ( Corp. Jnsc, Sem. 11 p. 19, ls. II, 12): "May be 

have no root underneath, or fruit above, or any beauty among the living under tho 
aun." :U Cal., Tus,, Ba. 
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reference to different classes, e.g. the fruit being the children, and 
the root the stock of the population as that which propagates the 
species.• The destruction, here poetically exaggerated, was not 
at first represented as so complete, cf. Ex. 2332 r. 3412

; but in later 
times, and especially in Dt. (cf. 7lf· 2015 r. Jos. n!O) it is treated as 
something practically finished even in the early days. Perhaps the 
gradual disappearance of the Canaanites furnished the occasion 
for this difference in representation. -11. Yahweh had shown his 
presence and his favor in the Exodus and in the Conquest; but 
when Moses, the great prophet, had died, who, in the divine plan, 
should serve as mediator between himself and Israel? Moreover 
I raised up some of your sons for prophets] (cf. Je. 617), and, 
through these, the connection of Yahweh with Israel had been 
maintained. All this was in strict accord with Dt. 1815

, the earliest 
announcement of which formed the constitution of the prophetic 
order. Up to this time Israel's prophets, not reckoning Moses, 
Samuel, and those sent also to Judah, included Ahijah (1 K. 142), 
Jehu (1 K. 161

), Elijah (1 K. 171), Elisha (1 K. 1916), Micaiah (1 K. 
228), Jonah (2 K. 142-1), and the many prophets whose names 
arc not given (1 S. 2815 Ho. 45 1 K. 1i 2035). Hitzig's inter~ 
pretation, aroused . . . so that they became, is not so good as the 
ordinary raised up, or ordained. The phrase your sons limits the 
writer's thought to Israelites,t but" lays no stress upon the fact 
that youth is the time of inspiration and enthusiasm";; cf. Jo. J1. 
Nor does the blessing consist in the fact that their own sons have 
been taken as Yahweh's representatives, when angels might have 
been chosen.§ The usual particle (l~) is here used to express the 
partitive idea, some of.-And some of your youths for nazin'tes] 
Mitchell rightly distinguishes Nazarite from nazirite. The nazi
rite, as the word .,!J signifies, was separated (from men, II or from 
wine~, consecrated to God; cf. the Rechabites, 2 K. 10

18 Je. 356
• 

Ordinarily the vow of the nazirite was made for a definite period; 
but in two cases, those, perhaps, in the mind of Amos, the 
obligation seems to have been assumed for life, viz. Samson (Ju. 
xi· 7·u 1617) and Samuel (1 S. 1 11). This has been thought to be 
the original form of the vow.** The custom had its origin in an 

*Hi., Ke. 
tB&. 

t Cf. GAS. I. II-30, 44-58. II Ba. 'Ii Jus. 
§ Cal, ** WRS. Prop4. 84; Gun. 45. 
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effort to counteract the self-indulgent habits introduced into Israel 
by the Canaanites. The law (Nu. 62--21

) provided only for the 
temporary obligation, at the termination of which the hair, which 
meanwhile had been sacred, should be sacrificed (Nu. 6IB). It 
was also understood that the nazirite should abstain from pollution 
by contact with death, as well as from every product of the vine 
(cf. Ju. 1311 Nu. 63r·). The nazirite (cf. also the cases of John the 
Baptist, Lu. 1 15, and, according to Eusebius,• James, the brother 
of Jesus) was introduced not as a reminder of Yahweh's goodness 
in establishing the institution as a set way for securing holiness,t 
nor because of the similarity of the nazirite's work to that of the 
prophet, the former teaching by example, the latter by precept ; t 
but because it enabled the speaker to deal a severe blow against 
one of the great evils of his day. -12. But] Instead of observ· 
ing the example and obeying the precepts of these divinely 
appointed agents, ye made the nazirites drink wine J and so 
debauched them, a fact which, in view of the nation's degen
eracy, is easily credible, although no historical allusion to it is 
found. The influences used may have been either persuasion 
(Gn. 1932· 34) § or compulsion (Nu. 5~· 26 r°) [I.-And the prophets 
ye commanded, "ye shall not prophesy"] Cf. 716• The example 
of one class is made null and void, and the utterances of the 
other class are prevented, and so Yahweh himself, who had 
raised up these messengers, is insulted and rejected. Note the 
chiastic arrangement of the thought. Actual examples of the 
prohibition placed upon prophecy were not infrequent, e.g. Jero
boam I. (1 K. xJ4), Jezebel (1 K. 184 192), Ahab (1 K. 22& 261'), 

Ahaziah (2 K. 19tr·), Jehoram (2 K. 631); cf. later the case of Amos 
( 7~, also Is. 3010

· 11 and the persecution of Jeremiah. - Is not this 
indeed so 7] Will any one deny these accusations ? Is Israel then 
not deserving of the punishment which is threatened? This ques
tion is in a better position here than at the end of v.11, and con
cludes the entire accusation. - It is the oracle of Yahweh J The 
phrase used here and ordinarily translated saith Yahweh (also in 
2 16 310· 18· 15, etc.), is not the phrase used in 1 15 2 3 516

· IT. 'l'T, etc., but 
one of much stronger significance (v.i.). 

• Hist, II, 23. t Cal. ! Os., Geb., St. ~Ki. ll Jllli,, Ba. 
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10. •.:mo] Emphatic by position and expression, GK. 135 a; Ko. 362g. -
,,110] Always without, in Ip. sg. with, cons.; GK. 6gx.-,.:i,c.:i] V. Baentsch, 
Di1 Wu.rte in d. a. Sckriften. - :iJrv o•p.:iiH] Sg. of noun with pl. of numeral, 
H. 15, 4. - 1'1tii.,S] The inf. with 1, expressing purpose, GK. 114/, and notes, 
- ,.,cH:i] According to We. (Die Composition d,s Hexat,ucks, 341 f.), Steinthal 
(Zeitsdirift for Vi;/kerpsychologie, XII. 267), Meyer (ZA W. I. 121-7, 139 ff.), 
WRS. (Propk. 26, 379), Sta. (GVI. I. 110; cf. also Budde, Bibi. Urgt• 
sdiicht,, 344-8; De. on Gn. 4822), Di. ( Gen. I. 365), Kit. (Hist. I. 22), Dr, 
(Dt. p. u), GAS., Buhl (art." Amoriter," PRE.8), and Now., this is a name 
current as early as the sixteenth century B.C., and applied to the primitive popu
lation of Palestine in E and D of the Hexateuch (J using "Canaanite"), and in 
Amos, synonymous with Canaanite. Cf. Gn. 4822 Dt. 17, 19. 20, also Ju. 1:ur. 610 
2 S. 212• McC. (HPM. I. 406ff.) maintains that" in the Old Testament the 
two names answer to two distinct peoples, though it is impossible as yet to say 
with certainty how far the one was removed from the other in point of origin, 
and date of settlement"; similarly Wkl. ( GI. I. 52 ff.). The terms land ef 
Amar, which occurs with land of Kanana (Canaan) in the Egyptian inscriptions 
(Brugsch, Hist. of Eg.2 II. 14 f., 154; Bu., Bibi. Urgesckickte, 346 f.; Dr., Dt. 
12; GFM . .fu. 81 ff.), and Amurri of the Tel-el-Amarna tablets (Sayce, Races 
of the 0, T. 55 f., 101 f., 110-17; Dr. Dt. 12; GFM • .fu.83) are probably the same 
name. The word occurs frequently in the Assyrian inscriptions, if the name for 
Syria, matu Af;arri, is to be read matu Amurri; so Delattre, PSBA. 18g1, 
pp. 215-34; ZA. VII. 2; RP.2 V. 95 rm. 4, 98 rm. 2; Muss-Arnolt, Diet. 30, 
61; Sayce, art. "Amorites," DB.; W. M. Millier, art. "Amorites," Jew. 
Enc.; Paton, Hist. 16; Wkl., KA T.1 I. 178. -9. 'l;'l')l21f'::1] The usual word 
for the destruction of the Canaanites, especially frequent in Dt. e.g. 121 212, 21. 22. 23 

etc.-0~•1,1?] is a sudden change from the second person to the third, Ko., 
Stil, 241. - iM?J • , • .,!f~] whose height, the full form of the relative sen• 
tence (H. 13, 1; 46, I; GK. 138a; Ew.8 331 ,, 3).- H1:i 1oi;,J The unusual 
order makes iDQ (occurring only here and Is. 131) very emphatic.-0'}'~!'.l?] 
On the generic art. in comparisons, H. 4, 3 d (2); GK. 126 o. On the 
Hebrew idea of giant nations much has been written (cf. especially DB.1 I. 
1173-6; Schwally, Das Leben nack dem Tode, 64-f.; Id. ZA W. XVIII. 135; 
Dr. Dt. 40; GFM. Ju. 39), but the subject is not yet entirely clear. The 
words S,!.! (of which the sg, occurs only in proper names),:,~'!.!, (noun of unity 
corresponding to ''" ), 711,,!_!, and the differently pronounced :i7tt and l'~tc, 
though carefully distinguished in j):fll!I:, are hopelessly confused in the versions. 
In Aramaic this is one word 71,,i,c, meaning great tree. The traditional idea 
(Celsus, Hi',robotanicon, I. 34 ff.; J. D. Michaelis, Supplemmta, p. 72 ff.; Ros. 
Bibi. Altn-tkumsk. IV. 229 ff.; Ges. This. 5of.; but on the other side Lowth 
on Is. 129; GFM . .fu, 121 f.; ZDPV. XIII. 220ff.; We. Pro!. 248), that cer• 
lain two or three of the words were used consistently for terebinth, and others 
for oak, is not borne out by the versions, and the distinction could not have 
been indicated in the unpainted text. The words signify" in Hebrew usually, 
if not exclusively, 'holy tree,' as the place, and, primitively, the object of wor• 
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ship, without regard to species" (GFM . .fu. 121).-i•!lt111n] Yta, I destroytfl, 
a repetition of ,n,t1i:,n, for the purpose of adding the phrase which would 
characterize the destruction as complete; on l!i iffipa.,a, v.s. Note 1 in Hiph, 
after wliw cons., as frequently in I sg., GK. 53 n. - ,,i:,-,11'] For the same 
expression, Is. 52' 1480 Mai. J19• -11. cn•JJD] The prep. used partitively, 
GK.u9w; Ko.Sr; Ew.8 217,1,1),b).-'JJi.,] OntheuseofS,GK.n9t; 
Ko. 327 v fJ 2). -12. ljlil'n!] With a double acc., H. 31, I; GK. 117 cc, In 
;llllW the waw cons. construction is continued, notwithstanding the break 
caused by the insertion of ·u, '1Hn, Ko. 368 b. -!l•H•JJn S;n] The chiastic order 
again, for emphasis and variety; instead of mi with acc. of person (t.g. 
Gn. 2611), the rarer construction of Sp (still more rare are Sw and i.,) is used 
( cf. also Gn. 216 I K. 243 Is. 56 Na. 1H); the thing forbidden is here ( according 
to the present text) introduced by 'IONS (sometimes with i., and the inf. e.g. 
Je. 136).-1NJJn H"i] In the direct form of one of the "ten words," the negative 
separated from the verb by the disjunctive accent, hence dag. lene in n, GK. 
21 6; not an entreaty, in which case i.,N would have been used, but an absolute 
command, as if from heaven itself, H. 41, I a, o; GK. 107 o. -11 b. '1Hn] 
The interrogative is for rhetorical effect, Ko. 371 c; '1N (=really) giving 
special stress to the following )'H, cf. Gn. 1818.-cto] This word occurs about 
370 times in the 0. T., being especially frequent in Je. (171 times), in Ez. (86 
times), and in Am. (21 times). It is distinctively a prophetic word, appear
ing in all the prophets except Hb., Jon., and Dn., and occurring outside of 
prophetic literature only three times, viz. Ps. 362 uo1 Pr. 301• It is followed 
by the divine name everywhere except in Nu. 24, where it is used of Balaam; 
in 2 S. 2J1, of David; in Pr. 301, of Agur (a doubtful text); in Ps. 362, of 
transgression personified; and in Je. 2381, where it is used as a cognate 
accusative. CHl usually comes at the close of a prophetic statement or occurs 
parenthetically in the midst of one; it introduces the utterance only in Nu. 24 
2 S. 231 Is. 124 56s Zc. 121 Ps. 362 uol Pr. 301• It is a noun of the form 
gutdllike Si::if, tv·lY'l, etc. (so Barth NB. 82 e; Ko. II. I p. 501); rather than 
a pass. ptcp. (Dr., and most of the older authorities). The root does not 
occur in Hebrew in any other form (except Je. 2381, where it is a denomina
tive vb.), but cf. Arab. na'ama =groan, sigh, murmur, whisper, etc. Hence 
CHJ probably denoted the divine communication as imparted secretly and mys
teriously; cf. the phenomena indicated as accompanying the communication 
of Yahweh's word to Balaam (Nu. 243f, lllf-); the phrase "uncover the ear" 
used of God speaking to man ( I S. 916 Jb. 3J16, etc.) ; and Eliphaz's descrip
tion of the revelation given to him (Jb. 412). CHJ is the strongest word 
denoting prophetic utterance and especially marks its divine character; it is 
best rendered oraclt. Cf. BDB., BSZ. 

13-16. The impendz'ng calamity. The charge of wickedness 
has been made (vs.s-1°); the futile efforts of Yahweh to save the 
nation have been narrated (vs.u-~; the end has now come; Israel1 
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for her sins, must suffer: (1) Yahweh will bring a great calamity; 
(2) the strongest will not be able to escape; (3) the swiftest and 
most courageous will fall. 

This piece, forming the last of the dreadful trilogy, goes back to the trim
eter movement. The movement then becomes short and quick, as if by its 
very form to foretell the coming doom. In view of (1) the difficulties sug
gested by v.18 (v.i.); (2) the serious interruption of thought between "'l'tlJ.' 
and ,:i111 (v.H); and (3) the irregularity of the first strophe as compared 
with the peculiar symmetry which elsewhere characterizes the form of these 
chapters, there seems to be good reason for assuming the loss of a part of the 
text, perhaps one or two lines, of the first strophe. On the other hand a com
plete strophe of four trimeters may be obtained by dividing as follows : -

•~JM nJ:, [p~] 
o:,,nnn i''J10 

M~l)1n i'')1n "'IZ'IIJ 

"'l'OJ.' n~ n11~on 

Thisarrangement would be fatal to Gun.'s interpretation (v.i.). 

13. :"lJn] 6 logically reads p~, out. rouro, before this, p\, having dropped 
out, because of the frequency with which nJ,, is employed as an introductory 
particle, cf. mn p,1, Is. 87.-p,J1tl] 6 Kvl\lw; 6"- Kwll.vw; 'A, rptl'i!O'w; 1T 
stridebq/ .lo I will press (same root as in Hebrew). Hi. i''lltl (so also St., 
Or.(?), We., Gr., Val., Dr. (?), Now., BDB., Elh., Lohr, Oet.).-p,vn] 8 
«vX£fTa.t; • A.. rplfe,; .lo presus; 1T stridd. Hi. i'llli:' (so St., We., Dr., 
Now., BDB., Oet., et al.). Gr. 1,,lln (so e.g. Elh., Lllhr).-nSivn] Some suggest 
n~~r,n. - n,] Gun. om. as dittograph. -16 a. iov• ••• rvDni] Belongs with 
v.i:i; in strophe 2; this arrangement is demanded by the meaning, as well as 
by the versification.-H. , 1,o] 8 iK opoµiws; 'A. and 0. Kov<floi!; W ,,~i'!!i;,, 
Gr. o'NJ?• V.16 is om. in some Mss. of Kenn, and deR., and in the Arab.ic, 
probably because of the similar endings of v.H and v. 16 as now separated.-~,. ~ 

111 b. ti'zl2;] read tl2'¥".. as in 8 o,a.O'wOv, .$ l~b.J, Qt :l!tlo/'., 1T salvabitur 
(so Hi., Gr., Sch., Now., Dr., Elh., Oort (Em.), Oet., Hirschi). Zeydncr 
( TIJSt., IV. 201 ff.; so also Now.) regards the words from ~i'l (v.16) to a,-,1:iJJ 
(v.M) as a later addition (v.i.), while Lohr om. v,16 entirely as late; so 
Hirschi (with some hesitation); but cf. Je. 469• Oet. is inclined to om. ~1" 

llt'DJ ••• (v,16); v. Baumann, 31.-16. ·m !''0111] 5 ,ca.l cl Kp«rail,1 oi) p.'IJ 
wp~O'et r-lJ" ,ca.plila." a.irrov iv ouYa.crrela.,s, for which Wkl. ( Untersuc!t. 184 f.), 
proposes this original text : n1,1J~1? 1JS 11:)L,, :iS )"Olll = "the stouthearted
his heart will forget heroic deeds.;' 8, according to Wkl., read :i~ as N~ and 
gave n~t• its Aramaic sense, find.- :i,-,ui~J .$ = i1JJJ, ($A Ka.I eupf/cret r-qi, 
"ap6u,,,- (omitting cl Kpa.Ta.ios oo µ.-Ii), similarly i!JQr and Syr.-He.:f,, ical vup49ft 
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~ K4p3l4 o-01J; and 6B•b om. oo µ'f,. In view of these facts Hirscht regards 
the original text. as being NST.!1 which was corrected to ]"T.!Nl; (!ii transl. both 
and since the result was in conflict with the preceding vs. added the negative 
of his own accord. Similarly Vol., but v. Stek. 

13. I will make you groan in your places just as the threshing 
wagon makes the (floor) filled with sheaves to groan] This is Hoff
mann's rendering,* and is the best of the many (v.i.) that have 
been proposed. There is nothing in the words themselves, or in 
the context, to suggest an earthquake.t The writer's mind is filled 
with war, the coming of which ( cf. 521 67· 14 79· 17 g9 r. 14) shall make 
men cry out in their misery. The appropriate manifestation for 
such grief would be uttering of groans, which not improperly might 
be compared by the farmer-prophet to the creaking and groaning 
of the threshing-floor under the weight of the threshing-sledge and 
its full supply of sheaves. This does not differ essentially in thought 
from the more common interpretation, I will press your place, as 
the wagon that is full of sheaves presses t what is under ii§ or on 
the earth,- II or, I will press that which i's among you as a wagon 
.which t's loaded (with stones) presses the sheaves: 1 or, I will press 
down upon you as a wagon presses that is full of sheaves,·** or, I 
will make it totter (i''~~) beneath you as a cart tottereth that is 
full of sheaves (v.s.). The lack of clearness here is probably to be 
explained by the loss of a part of the strophe. - 14, 15 a.. Then 
shall refuge fail the swift] Cf. 9a. The strophe beginning with 
these words presents, in four sharp utterances, the utter lack of hope 
of any deliverance. Neither the swift (J e. 2585 466 Jb. 11w), nor the 
strong (Pr. 245), nor the hero, experienced in war, nor the armed 
man, skilled in handling the bow (J e. 469

), shall find refuge, or be 
able to assert his strength, or rescue himself, or stand (Ps. 10226 

Dn. us. 8 ; also Je. 4621 Na. 2 8), when the great calamity shall come. 
Everything in which men at such times trust shall fail, viz. swiftness, 
strength, experience, and skill in the use of weapons of war. -
15, b, c, 16. And tht swift of foot shall not rescue himse(f] Cf. 
2 S. 1 u 2 18 1 Ch. 1 2 8• This strophe, omitted in some Mss. ( v.s.), 
repeats the same idea in largely the same words, though differently 

• ZAW. III. 10of. t Crocius, Schro.,Ges. 11 Schlier, Ke. ff Ew., GAS. 
t Ci Mit. 96£ § So Hd. ,i Geb. 
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arranged. This is not a later insertion (v.s.); the poet would 
picture again, with monotonous vividness, the impossibility of 
escape. Does the phrase shall flee away naked] (i.e. having aban
doned his weapons, armor, or dress which might embarrass him) 
contradict what has been said concerning the impracticability of 
any effort to escape? No, for flight here means rout, not escape. 
But upon the whole strophe and its correspondence to the pre
ceding, v.i. -In that day] The day which was always uppermost 
in the mind of the prophet, the day of Yahweh, described more 
fully in 518• 

13. n~1;) For other cases or n,i::, used to introduce a solemn utterance, 
cf. Gn. 617 Is. 714• - •;,'.l~] Emphatic and in contrast with the suffix in Dt.l;Jr:11:1; 
otherwise the more common •;11; would be used; cf. Gn. 2418 Ex. 4ill, 
-p•;pn ... i''l?!;I] The ptcp. used here of the immediate future, H. 27, 2 c; 
GK. 116 d; Dr. § 135, 3. This a.. X. has given rise to many and widely differ• 
ent interpretations, the chief of which may be classified: (1) Those in which 
i'·IJ7 is given the meaning of the Aramaic j:>-1~ press, cf. the derivative n,,.11 
Ps. 554, Mi'Jl!D Ps. 6611 : (a) both verbs taken transitively: I will press 
ygu dtiwn (for this use of nnn cf. Jb. 3616) as a wagon (or, a cow) presses, 
etc. (Doderlein, Ew., GAS. v.s.); or, I wit! make narrow t!u place for you, etc. 

m~ 
(Riickert); or (=Arab. ~ ), I will cut in pieces, as a threshing roller, etc. 
(BSZ. s.v. j:)lJ7); (b) the first verb trans., the second intrans.: I will press you 
down as a wagon is pressed down, i.e. gives way (Va., De Wette, Ros., 
Mau.); (c) both verbs intrans.: I am pressed under you as a wagon is 
pressetl, etc. (Cal., Ba., Pu.). (2) Those in which j:)1)7 is translated creak, 
groan (cf. Arab.~), then tremble, totter: (a) I groan under you as 
tlt.e wagon groans (Os., cf. 'A. and F, v.s.); (b) I will make you cry out, 
etc. Gus., Hoffm. v.s.). Against which Now. urges the unsuitableness of 
the thought as preparatory to v.1"'; the uncertainty of the readings in Ps. 6611 

and 55• cited in comparison; the difficulty of making riN?Dn an acc., and of 
omitting ruri, (3) Those involving change of text: (a) I will male it 
tremble under you as the wagon trembles (v.s.), by changing j:)1)7 to ;,10 (cf. 
I S. 2!l'l, •J!l? for •ov,; 2 S. 246, llll for Jll'); (b) I will male it tremble unde, 
you as the full wagon males the sheaves tremole, with ,,op as object, and n, 
omitted (Gun,). (4) pl)) = Arab, if' withdraw, flee away; I will cause 

your place to yield as the wagon breaks down that isfu!!, etc. (Hi.'s later view), 
the reference being to the earthquake of 11, though the words were probably not 
spoken, but written afterward. The great majority of these interpretations are 
based upon the conception of an earthquake (v.s.). (S) 1'1)7 = Arab. U_,-.D, 
hinde,, I will cause a stoppage under you as the threshing-sledge (Is. 2827f.) stops 
( i.e. no longer turns) whi,h iuhoked with Jtraw; cf. SA ( v.s.) (Wetzstein, ZA W. 



n. t& 

III. 278), - Hal. renders nnn J as " body," citing Hb. 31d Zc. 6H. - ;;~~P] The 
prep. governing the antecedent of the relative, not the relative; cf. H. 46, 3 c); 
Ko. 63; GK. r38 e. -i''l/~] Impf. of indef. freq. action, H. 2I, 3; Dr.§ 33 b; 
GK. 107 g. - n~'.19~] The art. with ptcp. equiv. to a rel. clause, H. 4, 3/.; Dr, 
§ 135, 7; on the Qal. ptcp. of stative verbs, GK. 50 b, d. - n~] For another case 
of ethical dative with ptcp. cf. 11:, iJ1J Ho, 89; H. II, 2c; GK. 119 s; Ko. 36; 
Ew.8 217, 2, 2) a) 3); Dr. Dt. 10/, 16. Note Gun.'s suggestion that n~ is a 
dittograph of the last syllable of the preceding word (cf. Ko. 402/),-,,pf) 
Either acc. after n~~T~• i.e. ace, of spec, ( cf. Ko. 327 /), or acc. after l''l/~ 
(Gun.).-14. 10 ... ,~~!] The 1 is consequential, following the ptcp. H.25, 5; 
Dr. § u3 (1); GK. 116~. !~ with ,:i11, cf. Je. 2536 Jb. u 20 Ps. 14z6. -I:>~] 
Standing alone, even without the article, used as a superlative (so Va.; 
GK. r33g).-CIJ1,?] So far as form is concerned, either flight (so Ke., Val.), 
the noun with o having the force of the verb, or place of flight, refuge (Pu., 
Gun.), the o denoting place; GK. 85 e; Barth, NB. 16o c. -15 ii. n~r?!J ll'pi=l 
ib_p~ II~ J i.e. shall perish, or shall be put to flight. -15, b, c. A co~parison 
of ·the second and third strophes, 14. 15 a. and 1.5b, c, shows a general purpose on 
the part of the writer to repeat the thought with the same words arranged in 
a somewhat striking manner. If C1"1)1 might be pointed c-r,~ (skilled) rather 
than 01,~, and two or three transpositions made, the similarities of the 
strophes would become still more striking, the parallelism more perfect, and 
,a better sense gained. The following is suggested as a plausible conjecture: -

'i'O D1JO "!JIil 

,n, ro11, 11, rrn, 
11Vlll l!Ji:>o, 111:> "11JJ1 

icv, 111:> n!t'1~n ll'llm 

l:l:,~) 111, 1•,l"IJ 'i'1 
C•"11:u:, 1:,t, f'0111 

ill'lll l!Ji:>o, Hi:> tl!.,~1 
11,n:i c,,:, CU• D1Dn JJ"l1 

Note that after the first clause, those that remain are circumstantial, adding, 
in a subordinate way, details to the main picture. This may in part be repro
duced by the use of the conjunction while; H. 45, 1 c; GK. 156 d; Dr, 
§ 162. 

Zeydner ( ThSt., 1886, pp. 201 f.) supposes that 21'-18 contains several 
glosses, and that, these being rejected, the original text was: -

'~?? D1J9 ,;i~1 
1 1n!; 1'tilt:t~ "' i'JO~ 

1Wlll t,l,o, toil:> ,,:rn 
ib)!; t,i,- ~·~-~ i:>phj 
ll~MD tl1•~ 0-u: tl\.,)t 

1"1111' CIIJ 
"."I - \S 

16. ,:i, r•o111] The stoutest of heart, an epexegetical genitive, really super• 
lative; GK. 128 x; cf. Ko. 336 h,-01"1.1'] According to ffim; an acc. of state, 
H. 33, 4; GK. II8n; Ko. 332g. 
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Summa?')'. Ajudgment on Israel: (r) The nation has sinned 
grievously, treating the poor and needy unjustly, and oppressing 
them beyond all measure; until her behavior has become in the 
eyes of the world a profanation of Yahweh's holy name. (2) This 
moral condition is due to no lack of effort on Yahweh's part; since 
he had led Israel out of Egypt into Canaan, had driven out the 
Canaanites before her, and had given teachers who should declare 
righteousness to her; but all his care had been without result. 
(3) For her sins Israel must suffer, the nation shall perish; none, 
not even the swiftest and strongest, shall escape. 

§ 5. The roar of the lion ; destruction is coming. i-s. The 
prophet's first message concerning Israel's future has been de
livered. The people, very naturally, refuse to credit his state
ments. Yahweh is not likely, in their opinion, to desert his own 
nation. Everything, politically considered, seems to be prosperous. 
Disaster of any kind is far removed from their thoughts. The 
leaders are blind to the actual situation. To meet this condition 
of things, the prophet delivers what may be regarded as the most 
striking of all his utterances, viz. i-11. The ordinary view• which 
makes this passage an explanation of the prophet's mission, upon 
the ground that he was compelled by Yahweh's power to speak, 
although against his will, does not bear close examination. 

The strophic arrangement of 3 1- 6 is 2, 4, 4, 4, and 2 lines, each line a pentame
ter, a movement better adapted to the thought than the trimeter. Strophe 2 

seems to have lost one of its four lines, the restoration of which (something 
like, But you have forsaken and rejected Yahweh your Cod) greatly aids in se
curing an intelligible interpretation. The effort of D. H. Muller t to connect 
these vs. (1-B), as two strophes, with a third strophe (vs,9-12), in each of which 
there is an allusion to the "lion " in the last line but one, seems arbitrary when 
one measures the last line of the proposed third strophe, and observes that, 
in order to meet the exigencies of the theory, in other words, to get in "the 
lion," he makes it twice the length of any other line, Cf. the arrangement by 
Lohr which makes vs. 1-10 consist of three strophes of 10, 6, and 6 lines re
spectively, involves the omission of vs,Ib. 4b. Gb 1111d 7 and the transposition of 6a 

to follow 6b, and disregards the irregularity of the length of the lines thereby 
secured. See also Baumann, 35 ff. Marti treats v.8 as a gloss. 

• This is held by nearly all the commentators; v. the partial list of opinions 
given. t Die Prophetm, I. 70 f. 
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ill. 1-3. A message against the nation which Yahweh brought up 
out of Egypt: You were chosen for a special work; but you have 
forsaken Yahweh, therefore you shall be punished for your iniqui
ties, for there must be agreement between a nation and its God. 

1. Strophe I (v.1) is made up of two pentameters, and forms the introduc
tion. -·z,, •JJ] is really superfluous after c:i•~;, and before •c;r~:i ~;,, and, since 
it lengthens the line unduly, may well be regarded as a gloss. - •J:J] Some 
Mss. have n•J, so 6 olKos, and Syr.-Hex. (so also Oet.); cf. 211 J12 45 97 with 
51- 2 6H 710 99. -•c;i ~:i ~J.'] 155 connects with foregoing by ,ca.l. Lohr and Marti 
omit lb as an interpolation due to a desire to make the following speech refer to 
Judah as well as to Israel. In favor of this might be urged (see Seesemann, 
Llihr; cf. Baumann): (1) that the sentence is complete with la; (2) lb 
drags a little; (3) the change of person, from Yahweh to I, is a little awk
ward; (4) this expresses brieBy Amos's theory of divine justice, but this 
theory in the vs. that follow is developed and applied only to Israel, not to 
Judah; (5) Amos never uses ioH~ to introduce a divine oracle. But this con
clusion is not necessary. Amos develops his thesis only against Ephraim, 
but it is not impossible that in the theme he has Judah in mind also; by 
means of an addition to an address to Ephraim he briefly indicates that what 
he is about to say in v.2 applies to Judah as well as Israel. It is not his 
function, however, to apply it especially to Judah (so Seesemann). Since v.8 

is synonymous with v.2 b, this interpretation (v.i.) solving what has already 
become a difficult problem (Oort, Th T. XIV., 121 f., 138, failing to find any 
connection between v. 2 and v.8, and considering the "particularism" of v.1 

inconsistent with the catholic spirit of Amos, regards vs.1· 2 as an interpola
tion ; while Now. treats 3:1-S as having no logical relation to 3L 2), in order to 
secure a logical antecedent for v.2 b and, at the same time, make the structure 
of strophe 2 complete, I would suggest that such a line as, But you kave for
salun Yahweh,your God, once formed a part of the text.-2. pi] 6 '11'7'.1Jl'i 
l:. µ6vour.-•n91•] Gr. 'l:';l!;.-·z,o ~,o] !6 precedes this with the phrase 
"from all the peoples," which is probably a marginal note, explaining ;in£1ruo, 

that has crept into the text ( so Seb.). - c:i-nmp] 6 T<h d.µ,a.pTla.s ( some cod d. 
► V •• V 

ICa.Kla.s); 'A. ,il'oµla.s; l:. d.o,da.s; e. duefMa.s; !6 ,~~; ~ Ji:i•~ln; 
F iniquitates. -3. 11n•] 8 fr! To a.oTo Ka8o'Jl.ou.-,,vu 01<] 3 id.• /J'I -y11wpC
u01u1v ia.uT011s ( = 1911J), so Marti; but' A. uul"Ta.(w11Ta,; 0, uu11iMwu,1t. 

1. The form of statement is intended to arouse the attention 
of the people, cf. 313 41 51 Bi; the prophet, according to jti[ilr, ad
dresses himself to the sons of Israel] by whom he ordinarily means 
N orthem Israel ; • but here he adds, as if by an afterthought, the 

• So here Cal., Bauer, Schrcl., Hi., Ew. 
F 
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whole family that I brought up, etc.], thus giving to the common 
phrase a larger meaning.* A better sense is gained by treating 
nz,• '}:l as a gloss, v.s. Cf. for this use of family, v.2, Je. 83 Mi. 28• 

This phrase " reminded Israel proper that any preeminence among 
the nations of which they might boast was the inheritance of all 
the sons of Jacob, and it reminded Judah that any danger that 
threatened Israel threatened them also, so far as they had been 
guilty of similar transgressions." t The word uttered is against] 
not simply in reference to the nation Israel ; and here, as fre
quently among the prophets, there is the fond allusion to the 
time when Yahweh brought her up out of the land of Egypt] i.e. 
the time when Israel really became a nation. So intense has the 
thought of the prophet become that he identifies himself with 
Yahweh.-2. You only have I known] Not, acknowledge t as of the 
elect, nor take notice of= love§ (cf. Ho. 136 Ps. 16 Jb. 241G); with 
the following preposition from, the idea is to distinguish from, to 
choose, as in Gn. 1819 Je. 1 6 Is. 583• This thought is found also in 
Dt. 76 142 281· S.18. u Ps. 14?19• 20• The doctrine that Israel has 
been chosen by Yahweh for a particular service to the world lies 
at the basis of every expression of Hebrew thought. Nor is it 
paralleled by a similar doctrine among other nations; in any case, 
the teaching took a stronger hold of Israel. This thought, car
ried too far, furnished the basis for a superstition almost as deadly 
as any of those which the Israelitish religion was to displace. 
Against this superstition the prophets contend. The choice of 
Israel by Yahweh, they maintain, is not unconditional. Israel must 
cherish the right mind toward Yahweh, or punishment will come; 
and when it comes, it will be all the more severe because of the 
special privileges which she has enjoyed. Was this idea true? or 
was it a fancy of the Hebrew people? To answer this question is 
to place an estimate upon the whole prophetic work. The thought 
of v.2 " suggests the idea of failure on the part of Israel to fulfil 
the divine purpose (cf. Ho. 410 Je. 519 Dt. 3116 1 S. 1523 2 K. 17Y) 
because she has rejected Yahweh; and now I will visit upon you all 
your iniquities] (cf. Ex. 206 Je. 59· 29 n 12 2i, etc.), because, Israel, 

• 6s:, Geb.; Ros., Ba., Hd., Pu., Ke., Wo, 
tMit. 

tRe. 
§ Now., Dr., E1h. 
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you have rejected the unique privileges offered you ; because, 
although specially chosen, and given a knowledge of Yahweh's 
will which others did not have, you have shown yourselves un
worthy. Calamity is here, as everywhere, pictured as a visitation 
of God. Too much stress must not be placed upon all, which 
does not imply that, while all of Israel's sins shall be punished, 
some of those ofless favored nations might be overlooked.• Israel's 
punishment, declares the prophet, will be the more severe because 
her sins have been more heinous ; the " all " refers to the sins of 
the nation many times repeated. If, now, Yahweh and Israel 
have no longer anything in common, can there be harmony and 
cooperation as in the past?-3. Can (they) two walk together, if 
they be not agreed?] If, on the one hand, Israel has left Yahweh, 
and if, on the other, he is planning for Israel terrible punishment, 
what will be the issue? The prophet sees, what other men of his 
times do not see, viz. the dissolution of the covenant relationship 
which has hitherto existed between Israel and Yahweh. In the 
remaining strophes he proceeds to develop this thought. The 
interpretations which connect v.3 with what follows, and make it 
to be the thought of the whole, that everything has a definite 
cause and works out an ordained result (e.g. that two persons, 
seen walking together in the wild moorlands of Tekoa, must have 
arranged their meeting beforehand, i.e. have agreed to be to
gether, cf. Jos. 116 Jb. 2n),t and that the presence of the prophet 
against his will indicates a plan of action formed against them 
by Yahweh himself, t proceed from a wrong point of view. No
tice should be taken of that other class of interpretations in 
which a special allusion is found in iivil to the agreement be
tween Yahweh and the prophet, conveying authority to the latter,§ 
or the agreement between Joel and Amos, II or the agreement 
among all the prophets, an agreement which indicated the truth 
of their message as coming from the Holy Spirit,1 this assertion 
of their authority being rendered necessary because the proph
ets had been forbidden ( 212) to prophesy.•• That the verse 

•So Ke. 
t Va., Schr6., Hi., Ew., Mit,, Now., GAS., et al. 
tSt. 
§ "Ca.I., Dathe, Bauer, Ros,, Mau., Ke,, Or, " 

II Munster. 
,r 0s, 
ff Ros.,Pa. 
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refers to the relation between Yahweh and his people was rightly 
taught by Grotius, Gebhard, Marek, Harenberg, Justi, Schroder, 
Henderson, Pusey. 

1. :,~:::, ,n:J-:i'! ~J.'?~] does not mark a formal division of the matter ( cf. 
4 l 51 ; contra Mit.); the prophet both at the beginning and in the middle of 
his utterances frequently uses this, or a similar phrase, to arouse attention. -
,;:n] Pf. of indef. past, H. 17, 3; Dr. § 9.-0:)'?E] The prep. is not used 
si"inply as a dat. (Va.; cf. Gn. 216), nor does it m~an· in reference to (suggested 
by Va.); the common force against is more appropriate (Ros. and most 
comm.). -:i~~lf':p~-"lf] On ~;i totality of, H. 5, I a, (1). On form of •vo:i, Barth 
NB. 161 a; used in this strophe in both its narrower and wider sense,family 
and nation; on its derivation from r,~lf pour out, v. BSZ. 868.- ,n,':-v:i] On the 
sudden change of person, see Ko. Sti/. 249.-0)1~!? f'."~] Appos, annexion, 
H. 8, 3c; GK. 128k.-2. C;?I:~] Emphatic, (1) in st~~ding before its vb. 
rather than as a suffix in conn~~tion with it, thus furnishing one of the neces• 
sary usages of n~, H. II, 2 b, (1), GK. 117 e; (2) in being preceded by i'1.
'l;11'~] Not a stat. pf. do I know, but a pres. pf. have I chosen; H. 17, 2; Dr. 
§ 8; GK. 106g, an act of the past the consequences of which, at least in 
part, continue down to and include the present. -1:-~t] Implying a statement 
oflsrael'sabandonmentofYahweh.-"lp~~] A future impf. H. 22, 1; GK. 107i; 
Dr.§ 29.-n1J1p.J Strictly error, cf. the vb. in 2 S. 714 2417, etc., and Dr. on 
1 S. 2080. - S. · 11'?'.] Fuller 1'11:'! (Je. 4612. 21 498); lit., in his unities, acc. 
ofmanner (Barth,ZDMG.XLII.356),GK. 118q, Ols.135c; cf.Gn.2:z6· 8.

c1;1 'D7~ J From :,~~ cstr. with archaic ending f, H. 41 rm. e; GK. go m; Sta. 
§ 343; found in Phoen. (Tabnith inscr. 5) as conj.; without 01;1, Is. 10l 

Gn. 438; cf. Ko. 392a.-1,v1J] lit. they have made an appointment (cf. 
ivio appointed time). 

4, 5. TJu roar of the enemy may even now be heard; Israel, 
unconscious of the fact, is already within the toils. 

In a double figure, that of a lion and his prey, and that of 
a bird and its hunter, the situation of Israel, in the prophet's 
times, is portrayed. This situation is the result of the separation 
of Israel from Yahweh. The difficulty lies in the fact that Israel 
as a nation has long been deaf to the roaring of the lion, and 
blind to the hunter and his snare. Only the prophet hears and 
sees. 

The structure of strophe 3 is clear. 

4. ,v,.:i] 8 EK Tov Spvµ.ov ciin-oD.-m:i,co] Baumann om.-,,~J 6 adds TI. 
Lohr om. H. 60 as being superfluous both in form and thought. - 6. nD ~JI 
y,~:,] 6 l,rl ri}~ 'Y-liv, which suggests either the omission of n.a (so Oort 
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TnT. XIV. 134 and Em., Gun, Mit., Val., Now., Elb., Hirscbt, Uibr, Oet,, 
Baumann), as having crept in by mistake from the last clause of v. 6, or, 
better, the corruption into nD of an original 'J-\1 (Perles),-11'i'10] 6 lEwroii 

( = ll''i'l0,or 111~.'..9 Vol.); so .Slit; Mit. lUi?.''• but cf.Gun. -n~.v'] 8 rrxa.rrOt,rrera.1 1 

lJ auftretur (=:,~~-'.!;,so also Gr.). -:-·::i-ir.J 6 i1r! Tijr -yijr.-,,"7'. 11~] 6 
adds n. ,! om. and renders ,,,~,, ,-lo. but this was not, as Seb., basing his 
idea upon a certain conception of the passage, suggests, the correct text; for 
it carries with it lack of rhythm and of good meaning. 

4. The prophet is a countryman and deals with phenomena 
which are familiar to him. For a long time lions have not fre
quented Palestine, but the testimony is unquestioned that they 
were common down to the Christian era, and even later.• -Does 
a lion roar t'n the forest when there is no prey for him J i.e. Does 
he go hunting without securing something? or in declarative form, 
When a lion roars, his prey is near at hand ; let it beware. The 
second member is only a variation in form of the first: The young 
lion does not utter his voice unless he has caught something. In 
the prophet's mind the people, destined to suffer for their sins, are 
the prey, which is already, in vision, in the po~session of the lion, 
whose roar, though uttered, the prey has not understood. The 
prophet's voice is one of warning ; and, now, with change of 
figure we hear it again; and this time, likewise, it is a figure which 
appeals to a countryman. - 5. Does a bird fall upon the ground, 
if there is no hunter j or does a snare fly up without catching 
anything i] Here, as Mitchell observes, " the order of thought is 
reversed." The prophet, with his keen insight. perceives that 
already the bird has fallen, the snare has sprung up. It follows, 
therefore, that there is a hunter near at hand, invisible perhaps, 
but none the less real. Cannot the people see that they are 
entrapped, that they are already within the toils? 

The first couplet (v.4) has been interpreted (1) as one of several illustra
tions of the principle of cause and effect; nothing happens by chance; there 
is always a cause (Reu., Val., Now., GAS., Dr., et al.); (2) as describing 
Yahweh under the figure of a lion (cf. v.8, also 12 , Je, 2581 Ho. u 10 ; and, 
on the roaring of the lion, cf. Ps. 10421 Is. 529 31¼ Je. 2 15 Ez. 2226), i.e. 
Yahweh's roar compels me to prophesy (Schro., Hi.), or Yahweh's roar indi-

• Cf. Ju: 146 IS. r784 2 K. 1726 ; Reland, Palaestina, I. 274; Van Lennep, Bi6/e 
LRnds, ~7 ; G. E. Post, art. "Lion," DB, 
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cates imminent danger (Cal., Os., Pu.), or Yahweh's roar should lead to 
repentance (Geb.), or Yahweh does not threaten, and fail to send punish• 
ment (Dathe, Jus., Ros.). It is suggested by some (Ba., Hi.) that in the 
first clause the roaring precedes and is the cause of capture; while in the 
second, it is a different roar, viz. that which accompanies the eating and so 
follows as the result of the capture. According to Ge b. the young lion is the 
prophet who joins with Yahweh in threatening punishment; Hd. suggests that 
the subject of ,2~ must be :,~.")!'.', not ,,~7, since the young lion in the den 
roars only when the old lion brings home the prey; but the second clause is 
generally understood to present the same thought as the first (Ros,, Ke., 
et al.). Even greater difficulty has attended the interpretation of the second 
couplet : ( 1) a bird does not fall upon the ground, unless there be to it, i.e. 
the bird (Hi., Mau., Ba.), or the ground (Res.), a snare (Cal., Os., Dai,, 
Ros.), or a fowler (Luther, Ba.); in other words, people do not suffer except 
because of sin; or calamity never comes except by a net which God stretches 
(Cal., Os., Dat.), or calamity comes through the snare of Jeroboam's false 
worship (Geb.). The n~ of v.6 b is" the large net of the bird-catcher which he 
has to draw up and which takes a number of birds at once" (Ew.), Hence, 
will the net go up, i.e • . be taken away (Ew., Res., Mau.), or treating :,~!',! 
as Hiph., will the fowler remove the net before, etc. (Cal., Geb., Jus., Schro.; 
cf. 'ET); while many understand it as meaning, the net does not spring up 
unless a bird has entered it (Os., Hi., Hd., Ke., Now., GAS., Dr., et al.). From 
one or another of these renderings, the thought is inferred to be: Yahweh 
will surely not desist until his threatenings have been fulfilled (Cal., Os., Ros., 
el al,), or Israel is to be captured by the fowler Satan (Geb.), You cannot 
escape a punishment which God has announced tlirough the prophets (Dai.), 
Just as none of these things happen without a cause, so the prophet's preach
ing is not without cause- Yahweh has revealed to him the coming calamity 
(so GAS., Now,, Dr,, Marti, et al.). 

4. :it)!:!• i•i;i:p] n~-i,ti and ''1~, which are but different forms of the same 
word (Ols. 216 d, Barth, NB. 237), are the usual words for lion. The original 
meaning is probably to be seen in the Ethiopic dC'I:, wild beast. The Arabic 

o:15' 
1.5:;) f, wild goat, is a different specialization of the same idea. Aram, :inti, ... 
Syr. r.,.;J, Assyr. arO., all mean lion. It is the usual word in Hebrew; N':)~ 

" .,. -,;.-:: 
(Arab. iP, ii4J, Assyr, Jabbu) is the poetic word and does not mean dis-
tinctly lioness (the old view, cf. Ges. Thes, 738) although in some cases it is 
feminine. ,,i;i~ is the young lion, but old enough to seek prey, thus distin• 
guished from ,u the cub, usually of a lion._,, J'tl 'l':\t;:1:1] Circ, clause, cf, v.5, 

M~ J'I:! tujz101, H. 45, 1 d; Dr. § 159; GK. 141 e. -i,~] Cstr. before '' GK, 
1520; Ew.8 321 b; Sia. § 371 a,-1',ip m,] Cf. ',Ip KIVJ.-C~ •1;1~:i] Cf. v.8 ; 

GK. 163 c.-o, ,11,~] Here fem., but masc. in Ps. 1028 Pr. 723 ; cf. Ko, 
252a.-nSi,•:i] On the various constructions, v,s.-rupui] The whole bird-
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net or trap is probably expressed by nll (cf. Pr, 7!13 Ee, 912), consisting of 
two frames covered with nets, which fly together, perhaps the lower one 
flying up, when the trap is sprung, rv1i1n is either the mechanism by striking 
which the bird springs the trap (cf. Wilkinson, Manners and Customs of the 
Ancient Egyptians, I. ser. iii. 37 f., 46; Hoffm. ZA W. iii. 101; BSZ.) or, 
better still, the bait (BDB., Dr.); in any case not a synonym of no (contra 
Mit, and Hirscht). - ,,:,~ J Inf. abs, prec. the finite vb., intensifying it ; H. 28, 
3a; GK. u3 n, q. On the position of the negative, v. Ko. 352/. 

6, 7. Tke calamity comes from Yahweh,· but Yahweh always 
warns; why, then, du no/ the people tremble 7 

Having announced that Yahweh and Israel must now separate 
and that the latter is to be punished ( strophe 2), that a nation, 
even at this time, is ready to pounce down upon Israel as her prey 
(strophe 3), the prophet, in strophe 4, asks: Why, when the alarm 
has been given, do the people not tremble? This calamity, so soon 
to burst upon them, like every such calamity, is from Yahweh. Do 
they not understand that Yahweh sends no disaster without having 
previously made announcement through his prophets ? 

8. The structure of strophe 4 is chiastic, members I and 4 relating to the 
alarm, members 2 and 3, to the agency of Yahweh. Nothing can be more 
certain than the close relationship of these two couplets. The versions 
almost unanimously treat CN as a particle of condition. - "l'J):I rt))"\] Hoffm., 
"If~ MY,"). (v.i.).-nrvv] Elh. :,~~- Lohr and Baumann transpose v,6a and Sb. 

-'1. Variations exist as to the tense rendering of :,',; • , • :ii!'))•, 6 'l!"on)v11 

• , • d:,ro1C}..6f"O; 'F facit ••• rl/'llelaverit; 5!i .,;;, •• , ¾,-1,10] 6 n15ela.11 
(reading a formation from "\Cl', Vol.); the suffix a.vTov is present in C!i5AQ; 

'A. 4'11"6pp71To11; l:, dµ.l}..1011; 8. T¾,v f3ov}..-fiv; 5!i aiili. Oort's suggestion 
of nb ( Tk. T. XIV. 135; adopted by Gun.) or IP, (Em,,· so also Hal.) for 
•~ (v.7) is superfluous, Oet. would place v.7 after v.8 on the ground that 
,:, of v,7 finds no basis in v.6 ; while Lohr, Baumann, Marti, om. v.7 as a gloss. 

6. Shall a trumpet be sounded £n a city J as a summons to bat
tle, or in order to give alarm against destructive animals (Jo. 21), 

or against an approaching enemy (Ho. 58 Je. 61 Ez. 3J3), and 
Ike people not tremble 7] ( cf. Ho. n 10• 11 1 S. 164

). Why, then, 
should not the warnings of the prophet be heard and heeded? -
Can ev11] t'.e. not moral evil, but misfortune, calamity, disaster 
( cf. 1 S. 69 J e. 114 188 Is. 457 Gn. 1919 4434 Ex. 3214 Ez. t), 
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happen in a city and Yahweh not have caused ii 1] He is over 
all and in all, the author of all fortune, good or ill. -7. But 
(rather than for) he does nothing] in the way of sending calamity 
upon men,* except he reveal his (secret) purpose to his servants, 
the prophets] To the prophets, who are Yahweh's servants (cf. 
the frequent use of this expression in Jeremiah's times, e.g. 
2 K. 1713

· 23 21 10 242 Je. 72.5 25• 266 2919 3515
), and as sucn 

represent him in his dealings with men (Gn. 1817 Dt. 1818), he 
reveals the significance of the calamity, and. the purpose which it 
was intended to subserve. They are given the knowledge arid 
are expected to sound the alarm by forewarning and exhortation. 
Since, then, every calamity comes from Yahweh to serve a purpose, 
and since the prophets, who are the interpreters of the divine will, 
have given the alarm, how strange that the people who are in such 
danger do not hear and tremble ! 

6. cw] better understood as an interrogative ( = num; so many, t.g. 
Har., Jus., Ros., Ew., Hd., Pu., Ren., Or., We.) than as a conditional part. 
(Schro. apparently, Mit.); rarely (cf. Gn. 3817 I K. 127 Ju. 58 Is. 2i6) at the 
beginning of an interrog. and still more rarely, as here, repeated ( cf. J e. 4827 
Jb. 612); cf. H. 42, 4a, b; GK. 150/i; Ew.8 324 c, (c)).-1,,n, wS 0;11] Circ. 
clause; note use of N~ (not pw, see vs. t. 5 ; cf. n::,;, N7 ;,111•1), because the vb. 
is finite; GK. 152a, b; Dr.§ 162.-i•;,J ;,;,,] Hoffm.'s reading, (r) ;if:, 
(fem. of )cJ = ;,tii:;,; cf. Ex. 3217), and (2) ,77, through a watcher, i.e. a 
prophet, is, as Gun. (pp. 59-61) has said, open to the following objections ! 

1) The word ;Jj), cannot be shown to exist; in Ex. 3217 it is either to be read 
lj)i with Q•rt, o~- i'IJi', with a fem. suffix, with Di. 2) J,'.'J is not identical with 
;,~~,:,, but means, in accordance with the original meaning of the root, 
a' tu~1ultuous noise rather than a warning cry (Ex. 3217 Mi. 49 Jb. 3688). 
3) The reading ,7.~ for ,,.,J is very questionable. No text is known in which 
,~ has the meani~g propo~ed, synonymous with prophet. 4) The inference 
which Hoffm. draws, that "false prophets do not warn," i.e. false prophets 
sleep while the true are wakeful, is not warranted by the facts. 5) The 
connection with ;it-, N~ ;,,;,,, would be difficult, and Hoffm. does not ex
plain it. - ;,::,;] Th~ 3rd pe;s. is resumed here; cf. v.2b; Ko. Stil. 256. -
7. '?] Does not mean here for (to be joined with v.8 ; Schm., Or, Dr.), 
nor namely (Hi.), nor surely (Geb., Hd., BDB., Now.; cf. GAS.), nor is 
Oort's suggestion of a change to ;,, or I.? necessary; the precening sentence 
is virtually a negative sentence, and'·'= but(Mit.), H. 44 rm. (d); GK. 163 b; 
Ew.8 354a.-1'1\;"J:'.J lndef. freq., H. 21, 3; Dr. § 33 (b); GK. IO]g.-N? 

• Cal., Geb,, Ros. 
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"'n ... ] A usual form of expressing nothing (cf. Ex. 91 l K. 51 1<>8 Is. 392); 

cf. also ',.:i ••• i-i\ no one; H. 14, 2d; GK. 152/i,-ci:t '?) except=; 
unless previously, H. 48, 1/; GK. 163c; Ko.372h.-;i7;] Fut. pf., H. 19, 3; 
Dr.§ 17.-1,1c,J The old derivation was from 10•, to establish, hence a de
cree, counsel (Jus.; Ges. Thes. 6o2; Hd. ). It is now usually assigned to the 
root ,,1:1 of uncertain meaning (BDB.; Ko. 111• p. 49; cf. Hom. ZDMG. 

• • ► 

XLVI. 529). Similar is Syr. ?~ ?o~, secret conversation. i'c, has the 
meanings, (1) confidential discourse, (2) counsel, (3) secret, (4) assembly, here 
probably secret, secret counsel, cf. Je. 2J18· 22• Lohr (v.s., following Duhm, 
and Che. EB. I. 154) urges against the authenticity of v.1 (I) the difficulty of 
explaining •:i; (2) the phrase ll'k'JJ;i ,,,;iy belongs to Je., Dt., and later litera~ 
ture; (3) 1,10 occurs nowhere prior to Je.; (4) the poetic structure differs 
from that of the context, hence it is to be regarded as an interpolated expla
nation of v,8b, But an argument from language is at best unconvincing; the 
,;, can be satisfactorily disposed of as above; and the v. fits well in the strophic 
structure here presented. 

8. The enemy having manifested his presence, let every one fear,· 
Yahweh having spoken, let ez1ery one recognize the coming calamity. 

The utterance is the last of the rapidly rising climax, and sus
tains a close logical connection with what has been said; both 
members are thus connected with strophe 2, the first, also, espe
cially with strophe 3, and the second with strophe 4 In view of 
the decision to punish Israel for his sins (strophe 2), a movement 
has been inaugurated which makes Israel, though seemingly un
conscious of the fact, the prey of a mighty nation (strophe 3); 
the lion has roared, let every one fear (strophe 5 a); Yahweh is 
the author of this situation, and has through his prophets an
nounced it, though without effect (strophe 4); the Lord God hath 
spoken, let every one hear and see beforehand the coming disaster 
(strophe 5 b). 

8. The parallelism is complete and synonymous, although "the lion" and 
"the Lord God" do not have the same reference. --:-1~~•] 6 and '.El" render 

by futures, lpdtl;£Ta,, rugiet, $ and t!t by pfs., ::O~, cryi. - For .,?-:] all 
have pfs. - •~] 6 Ka! Th in both cases. - NJJ•] We. i·w (so also Now.); and 
Che. (EB, I. 154) Jti1;; but no change is necessary. 

8. The prophet, as has been seen, recognizes in the tramp of 
the Assyrian army, which his ear has been quick to catch, the fact 
that the lion has roared], and, himself hearing it so distinctly1 he 
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does not understand why others should be deaf to it. - Who is 
there that does not fear?] The purpose of the roaring was to occa
sion fear; why is it that every citizen of the kingdom is not terror
stricken and penitent before the approach of this terrible army 
from the north?- The Lord Yahweh hath spoken] and the words 
have no uncertain sound. The message given, as always, through 
his servant, the prophet, and given for the purpose of carrying con
viction to the hearts of those who would not see, has been uttered; 
who is it that cannot prophesy l *] Who is there so blind as not to 
see this coming misfortune and proclaim beforehand its terrible 
significance ; in order that, if perchance Israel should hear and 
repent, Yahweh might order otherwise? This was the purpose of 
all prophecy. 

8. J~f nri~J Circ. cl. with vb. in pf. (the lions havi,w roared) preced
ing the principal sentence, H. 45, 3b; Dr.§ 165; GK. 156d.-111"N":> •r;,] 
i.e. who should not fear? or who is there that does not fear? or let every one 
fear. On the force of the tenses here and the conditional nature of the sen
tence v. GK. 159h; Dr.§ 154.-N~J;] It is not necessary to suppose (Schrli.) 
that there is here a reference to the event described in 712, and that conse• 
quently that event took place before the utterance of this passage. The sub
stitution of i"ln' for NJl' ( v.s .) is too prosaic, but harmonizes with the general 
interpretation adopted above. 

§ 6. The doom of Samaria.. 39-48• In still another form the 
prophet delivers the message given him to proclaim. (1) So great 
is the wickedness of the capital city, Samaria, that even Egypt 
and Philistia, called upon to look within Samaria's walls, are 
astonished at what they see. ( 2) But an enemy is coming who 
will quickly lay waste this beautiful and luxurious city. What 
remains will be as nothing. Even the altars of Bethel will be in
cluded in the dreadful destruction. (3) The women of Samaria, 
because of their debaucheries, must share the punishment. They 
shall be carried away captives through breaches in the wall. 

This piece, which is entirely separate from the preceding and following, 
originally consisted of six strophes, each containing four pentameters, To 
restore this, certain minor changes in the text are necessary as well as 
the transfer of v.16 to follow v.11 (see B W., Sept. r898, pp. r79-82; so 

• Geb., Ros.; cf. GAS. "who can but prophesy?" 
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also Elh.; cf. Lo'hr who places v.12 after vs,13, H. andlli; and Baumann who 
places v.13 between v.10 and v.11). Here again Muller's arrangement of 
strophes (Die Proplieten, I. 71) fails, because he has not observed that 
41-3 belongs with 311-lli and, indeed, forms the climax of the piece (so We., 
GAS.) The first line of each strophe, as rearranged, contains a statement of 
proclamation or assertion on the part of Yahweh, thus giving great intensity 
to the whole passage. Still further, the six strophes logically divide them
selves into three groups, each of two, and in the first strophe of each group 
reference is made to Samaria. Strophes I and 2 (vs.9, 10, vs.11. M) present a 
judgment scene. Samaria is accused of tumult and oppression. Outside 
nations are summoned to witness her wickedness and to testify against her. 
The decision is rendered-punishment, viz. destruction by a foreign foe 
who will lay waste the whole city. Three clauses are probably interpola
tions: (1) 1,91_11 (v.9) merely repeats the idea contained in i;i,i;np;:i and, 
although in the form io11~ it would be common, may be thrown out; (2) 
1'1;")i?~ D•f?nl')!)_ (v.9) is very awkward, meaning, not oppression, but tke op
pressed; does not join well with nio-mq; is superfluous in view of ,w ( v. 10) ; 
and entirely spoils the measure of the line ( see B W., Sept. I 898, p. I 82; so 
Lohr). (3) ;,;:i; D~/ (v.16) does violence to the measure and is tautological 
after the same phrase in v.n, which constitutes the first member of the strophe. 
The transfer of v,15 to follow v.11 is justified by the demands of the strophic 
arrangement, for otherwise all would be confusion; by the closeness of 
thought in vs,ll•nd15, everything having to do with houses (palaces, winter 
houses, summer houses); and by the fact that in its present position it makes 
an anti-climax, while by its removal v.u furnishes, in the destruction even 
of Bethel's altars, the highest point yet. reached in the description. 

9. rmri,11] 6 xwpu.,s ( = mri,11; so also Elh.), or nis1~ (VoL), so in 
vs,10. n,-,1ilt'tc1] 6 tv'A,r<rvplou (= .,,lt'11:i,so also Gr., Wkl. Untersuck. 185, 
Val., Oort Em., Oet., Marti); Elh., .,,e,110.-Sv,] Elh., iv,, omitting :i nuri,11, 
-c•-,10 fiN] 6 r-ijs Al761rrov, probably an error for -y-ijs Al71, which appears 
in 22 Mss, (so Hirscht),-1-,0N1] Baumann om.-,-,;i] Read in sg. with 6$ 
and Syr.-Hex.; cf. 41 61 (so Oort, TkT. XIV. [29; We., Now., GAS., Lohr, 
Elh., Oet., Baumann); Gr. •~~.-nc,;,c] $ sg., 6 811.vµa.<rrd, reading incorrectly, 
r,1;,irin, pass. ptcp. of r-,on (Drusius, Ba.), 2:. d.xopTu.<rlu.s, -;,:i-,1,:i ... MJlnJ) 
Oort (TkT. XIV. 129) ii:iip:i •.. 1b1nJ. -;,J-,pJ o,1,,wy1] om. as a gloss upon 
nrimo, which unduly lengthens the line (v.s.). -10. iy,,J 6 sg. - MJJ l"ll!UJJ] 

i, ► p ,. 

6 cl frn, lva.YTlov av-r-ijs ( = 7-10;9 ••• if~, Va,). - ;,nJl] $ 1-'~:::i:.o, 
( connecting with n,,, Seb.), m; 11~;1111. - ,, CIIJ] Lohr removes to the end of 
the v.; Baumann om.-11. y-,11,, ::i•:io, is] 6 T6pos 1<v,cM80 ,;, "I-ii <rov lpf/µ,,,81/
<TE'rat, vocalizing "11, taking ,rov from fol. line, dropping 1, and adding the vb, 
'.B' tribulabitur et circuietur terra. Read ::i~o: with c5 (adopted by St., Gun., 
Seb., We., Gr., Val., Now., Dr., Lohr, Elh., H"irscht, Oet.); this is better than 
:ip~ (Ba.), or :i•~~~ (Bauer); cf. Hoffm. and Gu., :i•:;t~j; Jus. :i•::ic ,,s (but v. 
Gun.); Oort (Em.) :i::,101; Rahmer ::,,:io (cited by Hirscht), a dialect Conn 
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for :i•:iw =flame; Va. :i•:iD 1'1!; Gr. "11J~, for "II, on basis of 8; Hal. ,.,_,,~ "11, 

-"1"11i'11] ~ = 'l"l•m, with fol. suffixes in 3 sg. fem. 8 ,ca.nl~e,. We., '1"1_:ln) (so 
also Gr., Now., Lohr, Elh., Oet., Hal.).-100] Hal. :,~i;.-11:iJ1] Oet., ;,;i;i. 
-15. ,r,,,m] 8 uv-yxew Ka! rara,fw, explained by Vol. as a double 
rendering based on a reading, ,r,o:, or ,n,o:,; cf. 8's rendering of C1i)~' 

in IS. 710.-u,c1] 8 rpouu8fiuovra, = lDD' or lDDU (Va,,Oet.) or lDDN (Vol.). 
-C':l"I o•r,J] 8 lrepo, 01'<01 roll.Xol; t!JAQ olK01 frepo1 roll.Xol, There is no need 
to suppose, with Oort ( ThT. XIV. 128), that £f[m; is corrupt; cf. Baumann, 
ltl.'i'l ,r,:i,-;n:,, CNJ] Lohr om. as a later addition (v,s.). 

9-11. Samaria's wickedness astonishes the ndghboring nations. 

9. The opening words accord with the oriental usage of sum
moning assemblies by proclamation. Proclaim] i.e. let it be 
proclaimed, the word being used indefinitely,* and not addressed 
spedfically, either to the prophets t (for Amos seems everywhere 
to be standing alone in his work), the hostile nations, t or any 
general messenger. § - Over the palaces] Because either the 
upper classes are addressed, as corresponding to the upper 
classes of Samaria, upon whom judgrnent was corning, II or the 
palace is the natural place from which proclamation is disserni
nated.,r -Ashdod ••• Egypt] The prophets not infrequently 
represent pagan peoples as morally superior to the rebellious 
people of Yahweh, because the former sin in ignorance, but the 
latter with full knowledge.** These two names are representative, 
Ashdod standing for Philistia. In explanation of the selection of 
these, it has been suggested that they, of all nations, rejoiced 
most over Israel's humiliation; tt that these two in contrast with 
Edom, Ammon, Moab, Syria, and Phoenicia, stood apart from 
Israel; t that they were the nations whose unrighteousness Israel 
had experienced ; t t that " even the chief cities of the Philistines 
and Egyptians, who indeed are not weak and can tolerate much, 
would be amazed, if they saw the mad extravagance and the 
injustice in Samaria" ; § § that Ashdod especially was chosen be
cause of its similarity to ,v, the word used in v.10 to denote the 
violence of which Amos accuses the people, II II - Gather ye upon 
the mountain ()f Saman'a] If the plural is read, the reference 

• Ros., Mau., Mit., Dr, 
t Hi., Ke, 

+Ba. 
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'II Mercer, Ros,, Ba. 

u Cf. Hal. 
ttEw. 
ttKe. 

§§ We. 
1111 GAS. 



m. 9-11 71 

is to the mountains of Ebal and Gerizirn, from which may be 
seen the mountain or hill on which Samaria is built and on 
which the witnesses might stand and look down into Samaria (cf. 
1 K. 162

•) ; * but the better reading is '\'i, i.e. the mountain or 
hill of Samaria (cf. 41 61).-Saman·a] is declared to have been 
founded by Omri (1 K. 162•). It is on a hill about three hun
dred feet high, surrounded on three sides by mountains, but 
open toward the west. Later it was fortified, especially by 
Ahab, so that it was strongly defended. It took a siege of three 
years for Assyria to capture it. From that time on it was of 
little importance. -And see the manifold tumults therein] In 
other words, the turbulent and voluptuous life of the nobles 
(Pr. 1516),t including oppression,t confusion and overturning of 
justice, § arbitrary deeds of might, II strife of poor and rich, 1 
terrores.•• -10. And (how) they know not to do good] The igno
rance carries with it indifference and hostility ( cf. J e. 4 22

). The 
emphasis is on know, all ideas of right having been lost.tt The 
reference is, of course, to the wealthy Samaritans. - These who 
treasure violence and oppression] That is either (I) store up 
money and goods which are the fruit of violence ( cf. 2 6

· 
7), H or 

( 2) heap up oppression as one heaps up treasure. § § - 11. There
fore] Because of the iniquities which have been mentioned, for 
the existence of which there is ample evidence, an adversary shall 
surround the land] An enemy, 1111 rather than a.ffeiction,11 in view 
of the following phrase; in any case, the invasion is one which 
shall include the whole country. -And he shall strip from thee thy 
strength] The subject is the adversary of the preceding clause ; 
this is better than to treat the verb as impersonal, one shall strip,••• 
or to make it passive, thy strength shall be stnpped from thee,tt 
or to understand the subject to be Yahweh. ttt -And thy palaces 
shall be plundered] The beginning of the more detailed description 
of the results of the invasion, the principal effect of which is seen 
in the destruction of the more prominent and splendid buildings 

• So Cal., Jus., Schro., Ba., Mit., Dr. t Hes. t CaL 
§ Jus., Schro. II Va. ~ Ros. ** Mich. tt We, 

U Dat., Va., Schro., Ros., Ba., Hd., Gun., Now., Dr. §§ Jus., Pu., We. 
1111 Cal., Geb., Mich., Mau., Hd., Ke., Gun., We., Now., Elh. 

, .. Jer,, Hi., Hes., Ba., Dr. - Hi. ttt Ba. 
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of the city, This is continued directly ( according to the re
arrangement suggested above) in v.18. -And I will smite the 
winter house together with the summer house] The older opinion, 
that the winter and summer houses were distinct, being built and 
arranged differently, although close together,• seems to have little 
support. They were rather different parts of the same house,t the 
upper story, if there were two, or the exterior, if there was but one 
story, being used for summer. Cf. Ju. 3'11) Je. 3622

• An inscrip
tion recently discovered at Zinjirli, dating but shortly after Amos's 
time, furnishes an interesting parallel to this expression. Bar
rekiib, King of Sham'al, a vassal of Tiglathpileser III., relates his 
activities in decorating his father's house in honor of his ancestors, 
the kings of Sham'al, and says," and it is for them a summer house 
and a winter house." t- The houses of ivory] That is, houses 
adorned with ivory (cf. Ps. 458 and Ahab's house, I K. 2299), an 
evidence of great luxury, for ivory was costly (cf. 1 K. 1018). All 
these were houses of nobles rather than of kings. §-Many houses 
shall pen"sh] According to some tl'~'J may be translated great, cf. 
Is. 59 ; II but the more natural idea is that many houses ( cf. 611 ls. 59 

2 K. 1J5·6), even those of the common people, shall be destroyed.,! 
The writer sees a great catastrophe, the destruction of every struc
ture in the city. 

9. ,;,] According to Massora Magna (cf. Mercer, Ba.), here and in twelve 
other cases, ;,0111 with ,;, instead of ,H.-i1i11>H:i] On prep. :i after noun in 
cstr. state to define more closely the force of annexion, H. 9, 2b; GK. 130 a; 
Ew.8 289b; KB. 336u; cf. also ]'iH:i, Against ft[m; and in support of his own 
reading ( v.s.) Elh. urges (I) that the coupling of a Philistine town with the 
great land of Egypt is unlikely; (2) that one would not expect only two people 
to be summoned to witness Samaria's corruption, but rather the whole world; 
(3) that the reference to "palaces " is strange; it is not uncommon to speak 
of the land when the inhabitants of it are really referred to, but "palaces" is 
never used for the people of the land; (4) 6'sreading n,oiH; consequently the 
reading, " Proclaim to the lands, from Assyria to the land of Egypt," etc., was 

• Bauer, Ros,, Dr. 
t Van Lennep, Bible Lands, u5; Thomson, LB. I. 478; Ri, HBA. I. 574-80; 

Reu.; GFM. :-Judges, 96 ff; DB.2 I. 1403-8; Benz. Arck. III-:z+ 

:t Quoted by Dr. from an article by Sachau in Sitzungs6ericktt d. Akademie d, 
Wi.ssm.rckaft, Berlin, Oct, 22, 1896, p. 1052, 

§ Gun., We., Now. I) Ki., Cal., Geb., Bauer, Mau., Hd. 
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probably the original one. But (1) the plural mciN occurs only once, Ps. 4911, 

and there not in the sense of lands, countries, but as denoting the landed 
possessions of individuals; (2) Ashdod, a representative town of Philistia, 
and Egypt are summoned as two of the lands most closely concerned with 
Israel's affairs; (3) "palaces," a favorite word with Amos, are mentioned as 
representative of the ruling classes. -lDDNn] Niph., with its original reflexive 
meaning, GK. 5 I c. - ,,r,-',p] The difference between the sg, "'11'1 and the pl. ,,n 
is important ; if "11'1 is read, the outside nations are invited into Samaria 
itself (cf. 41 61, v.s.). -',;,] here and 2 S, 1711 2 K. 2220, instead of ',N after 
'JDN, according to Massora Magna (cf. Mercer).-p,01?] The name of the 

s , 

city is in Aram. 1:1.~f, in Syr. ~• Assyr. Samerina. It probably means 
watch-tower, from ir,if. Cf. however, Sta. ZA W. V. 165-75 ; GAS. HG. 
346-g. -ni:m,c] Cf. Pr. 711 201, The pl. may intensify the idea (GK. 124e) or 
represent a condition finding frequent expression (GK. 124/); according to 
Hi. made pl. by the proximity of the pl. c1p1ivp; elsewhere ( I S. 59· 11 1420 Zc, 
1413) in sg.-o,p11?p] Taken (1) as a pass. ptcp., those oppressed, calumniam 
patimtes (Jer., Va., Ros,); (2) as connected with nc,nc as a case of hendiadys 
= the great cry of the oppressed (Geb.); (3) as a ptep. used as a noun (Jb. 
359 Ee. 41), cf. ',1J1, n:i,',c (Hd., Ba.); (4) as a noun, oppression (Jus., Schro,, 
Mau., and most modern comm.), used collectively and then abstractly, GK. 
124e; Ko. 261 d; but evidently here it is a gloss (v.s,),-10. ,i,,, NSi] 
Grammatically dependent on ,w, (v.9), see •• , and how tkey do not kn11W (cf. 
Ho. 710 Je. 219 Ee, 610), Cf. GK. 157; Ew.8 351 b; Ko. 413 h, and Stil. 259, 
-n1ivi,] The inf. as obj. of verb (cf. I K. 37; Is. 114, etc.); cf. H. 29, 1 d; 
GK. 114c; Ko, 399i,-nn:i.i] Fem. for neut., cf. ni,,, Gn. 5020; n',pJ,Je, 6ll; 
nmi, Ps. 510 ; cf. H. 2, 2 b (2) ; GK. 122 q. - c•iiNn] Cf. construction of 
c•DN1:on (27); Ko. 411/; GK. 126 b, -11. :i•:iD1 ,1] Besides the textual 
changes above, the following constructions have been suggested: (1) the 
supplying of 1,6; (Ros.); (2) :i,,o = l'\1J•JD used as a prep., Ps. 5o8 (Hi.); 
(3) supply "13 n,n, after 1 (Ros.), the 1 = and indeed, cf. Je. 1518 Ez. 137• 22 

(GK. 154 b); (4) :i,:i~ = -',~~; cf. 2 K. 1?4 (Hd.); (5) :i•=t'? = ~ :i•~~; cf. 
Ex. 1618 4088 Nu. 168, ~ here omitted on account of the sententious brevity 
of the message (Ba.,), cf. Ko. 319 q, 375 d.-,""!1n!] t written defectively; 
for subj, have been suggested, "'13 (Mau.), Yahweh (Ba.), ,,-,_,c;:i (Hi.), H. 37, 
2c; GK. 144 d, e; Ew.8 294b (2); cf. v.8 Is. 636 ; We.'s reading ,':l-ln1 is 
suggestive, but not really necessary. - ~1~ 1121?] A change in the suffix from 
the 3d m. pl. to the 2d f. sg., i.e. to the city of Samaria or the Israelitish 
nation, GK. 122k; Ew.8 317 b; 111 = might, with the idea of glory (Ke.), 
not fortresses (Ew,), which would require a more specific word (Ba,); cf • 
.,,:i,, niNDn, Ps. 291 966 1328.-H:i4] On form,GK. 671.-15. '!1'~1:1]] The 
use of the ISt p. is no more striking after ~d4 (v.11) than, according to fflW. 
after ••• i,,m WW) (v.H); on'=-• instead of ,..,, GK. 75/.-'1-:)"l'.' n•~] On 
annexion as a substitute for the adjectival construction, H. 8, 3 d; GK. 128 q; 
here used collectively. -',l,I] together witk = and, cf, Gn. 32lli 289 (Ros,. 
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Mau., Or., We., Mit., Now.), not upon, i.e. the stones of one falling upon 
those of the other (Ba., Ke., GAS.). - tl?.,~ 'N] On':); = Mt-t@, GK. 96; 
Sta. § 187 a; BSZ. and BDB. s.v. ll?·~ (also I K. 1018 ; cf, Ez. 2710) is for the 
fuller c•~::i)\1, tootk of elepkants ( cf. I K. rn22 2 Ch. 921). For further allu· 
sion to houses of this kind, see I K. 2289 Ps. 459• - ui~;J Pf. 3 pl. of ~,o, cf. 
Is. 6617 (BDB.), or of ;iJlo, cf. Je. 124 (suggested by Ros., cf. BSZ. where it is 
assigned to both roots !),-C'fl c•q~] Singularly like the Assyr. bUu raM, 
the ideographic equivalent of the word ekallu, ',~•~, which has gone over into 
Heh., Aram., and Syr. The Assyr. ekallu is itself a loan-word, being the 
Assyrian form of the Sumerian e-ga/ = great house. The phrase here may 
then be equivalent to c•~trl = palaces. 

12-14. Nothing will be left to Samaria's luxun·ous nobles; and 
even the altars of Bethel will be destroyed. 

These strophes furnish pictures in detail of the coming destruc
tion, the first, of its effect upon those who have been living lives 
of luxurious ease; the second, of its effect upon the religious 
institutions of the period. 

12. SiJJ Hoffm. (ZAW. III. 101 f.) ,~7.-~r,~f] ;6 ~;~~=shall be 
carried away, which makes better sense, unless with We. we understand the 
last part of the line to have been lost, e.g. from tke invading enemy. - 11"\0l'-' J] 
Oort (ThT. XIV. 128; so Baumann) om. as a later insertion.-:i~o nNDJ] 8 
nTtva.n, T,is <f,u">.,js (explained by Hirscht as= 1'1~12 !'IN"\j:>r,; by Oort, loc. cit. 

as= ·c •JDJ; cf. Stek.102); cf. 0. 1<a.Te11Q.vn ,c'/1./p.<1.~os; !6 ~ ~~ 1~~ 
( = l"l~lt bNnDJ, N and n having been transposed, c being a dittograph; Seb.); 
W 11'l~ll'-' ~1i'l"IJ = in the strengtk of power. Oort, /"11'JO 'ti~~~ (so also Val.); 
Hal. 'D 1"1!:'?f; Marti, l"l'lll cushion. - e,-,;,J Ii lep<<f; · agai~st the explanation 
of Jer., adopted by most critics, that Ii did not understand the meaning of the 
word and so merely transliterated it, epes, and that it was afterward modified, 
Hirschi rightly urges the fact that in 6" Ii renders t:i"\V correctly; (!iQ mg, 2:., 8., 
and Syr,-Hex. have ,c'/1./,11, and some codd. 1<'/1.ln,, following .6.a.µ,a.(f',c/i,. $/J has . .. 
~ ( = y-,w), which may be a part of the translation of i'~'!:)"!~1, as it was 
vocalized (Seb.), e,-,J) being wholly omitted. W l'~'':1; = tr~i, ~hich points 
to a different reading from fflW, since in 64 l'-'"\J) is rendered correctly. On the 
basis of li's rendering, and the supposition that lifoW all point to a word 
ending with c, while W seems to have read a word beginning with J, Hirscht 
proposes c~~p (=their confidence). 1T has Damasci. Hoffm.'s proposal to 
read Damascus, and to connect 12 b, beginning c,:ie,•:,, with v.18 , does not 
commend itself. We. suggests that pvc, is a corruption of some word corre
sponding to nN!l. Lohr om. 'U1 C•Je,,:, as a gloss combined from 39 41 64• Elh. 
proposes e>"\J) i'Wl?'! iJJ1, the construction being like that of :,1:,1 n,J n-,cn ,',:, 

in 2 Ch. 3610 •. Oet. 17-,,· •1n1t1i, cf. Pr, 71G. Gr, e,-,, n~•ll\e'-?~, cf. Ju. 418. 
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Margolis (AfSL. XVII., 1901, 170 f.), iv,;, p1w:ii, translating: "So shall the 
children of Israel that dwell in Samaria rescue ·the corner of a couch and the 
leg of a bed," regarding , as dittog, of J, and D as dittog. of iv, and treating J 

as J of accompaniment, 1 ,~~, meaning" escape with, rescue." Che. (EB. I, 
149) substitutes JJIVC for piz,o,; Duhm and Marti, n~~l'!• -13. ,:,Ste :i,:,, •J,H 

mte:i:s:i] 8 dpr.os o 0tl.s o 1ra.11T0Kpo.rwp, omitting •Ji~; so also '.ET. ,$ "the 
Lord of Hosts, the Mighty One, the God of Israel," reading apparently •JiH 

':>teiiz,, ,:,,11 !'1111:is m:i•; probably the ':>teiiz,, ,:,,11 is a gloss explaining :i,,i, 

r,111:is:, (Seb.). Lohr om. the whole of v.13b, •u, •:,, CHJ, as a later addition 
having no place in the original strophic structure. -14. n1n::1ro J Oort n;i~~ 
(TltT. XIV. 142; so also Val., Elh.; cf. Stade and Marti). We. om, v:I4'& 
as a later addition which is wholly foreign to the context (so also Now., Lohr; 
Che. EB. I. 154; Bu., art," Amos," Jew. Enc.), but v.i. 

12. As the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the ,'z"on]. The 
mind of the prophet reverts to his own experiences,* and not sim
ply to a popular sayingt (cf. 1 S. 1784 ff- Is. 314

). The shepherd 
(cf. Ex. 2213) was accustomed to produce the remains of a beast 
as evidence. Amos's references to lions are not infrequent ; cf. 
34• 8 519• The force of the comparison lies in the insignificant 
character of what is rescued, viz. two legs or a piece of an ear], 
the merest remnant, something, indeed, not worthy of mention. 
Some i think of an allusion to a variety of goat with exceedingly 
large ears, which would be of sufficient value to account for the 
shepherd's rescuing them at such danger to himself; but this is 
unnecessary.-So the children of Israd shall be rescued] There 
is to be added, perhaps,from the enemy (v.s.); cf. the rendering 
rescue themsdves; § in other words, practically none of the Is
raelitish voluptuaries described shall be saved, there being no 
possible reference to the remnant referred to in 99, an idea so 
cherished by Isaiah (613), II-They who sit in Saman·a on thlf 
corner of a couch, on the damask of a divan] One may put aside 
without much consideration most of the interpretations proposed 
for this passage, e.g. ( 1) the inhabitants dwelling in two particular 
streets in Samaria, viz. Peat/,, Mittah and Demesek Eres; f ( 2) by 
hypallage, for in a bed of extremity,** i.e. brought from afar, 
and in a couch of Damascus,tt i.e. covered with Damascene 

• Ros., Sehr/I., Hd. t Hi, t Jus., Hd. § Ew., Ke. II Contra Ba. 
'V Based upon the use of C':,Jf' rather than c,.;iri7 (Drusius, cited by Geb.). 
ff /"IHD !"lll!J?~• tt j'lt'D, It'"\)):!, 
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stuff; • (3) those few should be saved who had crept into 
beds for safety, into couches covered with Damascene stuff; t 
(4) in Samaria, that is, in the corner of a bed, etc., the city 
being thus compared to a bed from its geographical position ; t 
(S) there shall be saved only the sick lying on couches;§ (6) shall 
secure themselves with the corner of a couch, etc., connecting 
'1li til'IEl~ with ~',!!Cf• 11 We have a picture of Samaria's nobles lying 
free from care on soft couches (61).1 Perhaps there is contained 
a thrust at the new court method of sitting on the corners of sofas 
instead of lying on them.** -13. Hear ye J Addressed, not to the 
Egyptian and Philistine nobles who are thus commissioned by 
Yahweh to make to his people the announcement of their doom, tt 
nor to israel herself, t t nor to the few faithful, § § nor to the proph
ets (v.s.) ; 1111 but for rhetorical purpose, to individuals among 
the people, or to any who might hear.11 -And testify against] 
Meaning more than declare unto, cf. Gn. 4f Dt. 426 3<>19• - The 
house of Jacob] i.e. the house of Israel (cf. 98 with 99

); but the 
writer means not all Israel (J1), who would have an interest in and 
be witnesses of the sin and punishment; *** but rather the ten 
tribes (710),ttt as is indicated by the mention of Bethel.-The 
declaration of the Lord Yahweh, the God of Hosts] Cf. similar ex
pressions in 514 614 Ho. 125 Is. 1 9· u, here either wholly or in part a 
gloss; v.s. for the great variations of the versions. -14. Vial] 
What follows is an object clause after testify against (v.13); cf. the 
renderings, for, ! t t surely. § - In the day that I visit the trans
gressions of Israel upon Ju'm J t".e. when the threatened disaster 
comes. - I will t"nflict punishment upon the altars of Bethel] 
Peculiar sacredness attached to the altars (cf. 28) at Bethel, for 
here Abraham and Jacob had erected altars (Gn. 128 357), and 
here sacrifice had been offered in all later times (r S. 108). Allu
sions to the worship at Bethel are found in I K. 1228·31 13L 2 

Am. 91 Ho. 4M 101·2.S. The destruction of these altars meant in 
reality the entire abolition of Israel's worship, and was the great
est blow which could be struck. Wellhausen argues that v.141 
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is an interpolation, because (1) not the altars but Samaria's aris
tocracy are the sinners, (2) the sins of Samaria's aristocracy 
could not be visited upon Bethel's altars, and (3) in the preceding 
verses and_ in v.15 Amos speaks of Samaria's excesses; but this is 
not convincing, for (r) just as the punishment threatened, takes, in 
one case, the form of destruction of dwelling houses, so it takes 
here the form of destruction of religious structures; (2) Bethel is 
described by Amaziah as a sanctuary of the king and a royal resi
dence (7lll), and its destruction would mark the humiliation of the 
royal house, as well as the disappearance of the last refuge of the 
people (r K. 100 2 28 ) ;* (3) as has been shown above, v.15 is to be 
taken with vs.11· 12

, and this utterance is the highest yet reached in 
the prophetic climax. -Horns ef the altar] An important part of 
the altar, since they were needed for the performance of a certain 
part of the ceremony (Lv. 400).t 

19. ~,i,] Impf. of def, freq., H. 21, 2; Dr,§ 33 (a); GK. 107 g-. - ••• nv'\n 
•'\Nn] On the use of the article, GK. 126 r. - •riL'.'] On form, GK. 97 a, note; 
Sta. § 361 b. On use of the numeral with the dual to express a certain emphasis, 
GK. 88/; Ko. 257 d. -ii-i] Used especially in legal expressions.-hJJ Only 
here; cstr. of ~;,1, a piece, from ~'.!f, in Hiph. divide;= 11J!;, lobe of the ear, 
Ex. 1g20; but note the suggestion of•d:, (v.s.); cf. Is. 2618 (cf. Gun. per contra). 
-C'Jlt'•n] Hoffm.'s conjecture that with this word v.13 begins, 0 ye who dwell, 
etc., etc., hear, has nothing for its support; it goes better with what precedes. 
The ptcp. with the art.= rel, clause, GK. 126 b. The usual objections to 
the .ill[~ of this clause are: (I) on the basis of the rendering Damascus, 
(a) that the presence of Israelites in D. is inexplicable, (b) that some word 
corresponding to T1NDJ is necessary before L'.''\V; (c) that it requires a change 
of pointing, viz. i'\;"l,l1; (2) on the basis of the rendering damask, (a) that in 
the time of Am~s· Damascus was not renowned for the manufacture of 
the material now named after it, ( b) the old versions are all against it, 
(c) in Arabic the name of the material ( dimal,<s) differs from that of the city 
(Dima'!csh), so that it is doubtful whether there really is any connection 
between the two. Cf. Frankel, Aramaische Fremdworter im Arabischen, 40, 
288; Ko. Sti!. 26 f.; BDB. For the various attempts to emend the text v.s. 
-13. T11NJ1n ,:,~i,i :i,:,, ,i,1-1] This is the only occurrence in the 0. T. of this 
full title. Other combinations with mNJl in Amos are mNJin ,n~N mn,, 61f; 

*Mit. 
t On an Aramaic inscription from Teima, to the S.E. of Edam, an altar is 

• represented with horns, curved like those of an ox, rising from the corner. Perrot 
. and Chipiez, History of Art in Sardinia, :Judaea, etc., I. 304. 
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·nnt:iJ' ,n,w m:i•, 418 51u. S7 6S; n\N:JJ:, m:,, 'l.,N, 95; 'l.,N MlN:JJ' ,:,,w n,:,,, 5H, 
8 has l'11NJ:t also in 96- 15• Other divine titles used in Amos are: :,1:i•, 54 times; 
;-n:,, •JiN, 19 times; •JiN, 3 times; and c,:i,w, once, viz. 411• Lohr (p. 58) 
maintains (1) that of the titles in which l'11NJJ' appears, the oldest one is 
nut:JJ' :,in,, a form not appearing in Amos, but especially frequent in Is., Je., 
Hg., and Zc.; (2) that n1N:JJ' was not used at all by Amos, but is to be 
ascribed to l:ilter editors wherever it appears in the book; (3) that the earliest 
passage in which J'11NJJ appears is 2 S. 510, which belongs to the 9th century, 
and shows that the name has been long familiar to the people; (4) that the 
earliest use of n1i,c:i1 that has come down to us was that which denoted 
Yahweh's warlike might, and (5) that later it came to denote Yahweh as the 
ruler of the powers of nature. The title is distinctly of a prophetic character, 
occurring only in the prophets, the prophetic histories, and in six Psalms of a 
prophetic tone. For other discussions of the meaning and use of the name 
see De. ZLT!z., 1874, pp. 217ff.; Schra.JPTk., 1875, pp. 316ff.; Sm. Rei. 
185; Kautzsch, ZA W. VI. 17 ff., 26o; Dr.; BDB. -H. ci•~] in cstr. rela
tion with the following inf., which serves as protasis, H. 29, i,b; GK. 114b. 
-•i:,-:,~-111] The ~ marks the apodosis, H. 25, 2 d; GK. 112 mm; Ko. 367 z; 
acc. 1·0 Ew. the protasis includes all of v,u, the apodosis beginning with v.16• 

-mr,j~ •• , nin:;i)Q] Pl. fem., referring to inanimate objects, H. 2, 2 b ( 1); 
GK. 122m, n. 

IV. 1-3. The women of Samaria who by their debauchen'es 
have oppresstd the poor will be carn'ed away captive through 
breaches in the walls of the city. The fifth and sixth strophes 
close the piece and present in form and thought an almost 
perfect climax. 

At first sight the pentameter seems to have been abandoned; but a study 
of the double strophe, as a whole, shows a purpose in this on the part of 
the artist. One serious difficulty remains, however, upon any hypothesis of 
construction, viz. the evident shortness of strophe 5, line 2, ji'1J:/il' '1~;l- '1~!;1 (41). 

It is probable that a word like 1:i~• has dropped out after '1!?~• The tetram
eter of lines 3 and 4 is explained by the evident desire fo~ double phrases 
ending in r,i and c•.,., by the length and foll sound of two of these phrases thus 
brought into juxtaposition, and by the preparation of the poet for the climactic 
effort which is to be made in strophe 6. This la,t point will perhaps also explain 
the shortness of strophe 6. Having now used every art at his disposal with which 
to prepare for the final scathing words of taunt and rebuke, line 3 is drawn out 
with words long and strong sounding, while line 4 is still longer and stronger, 
a fitting expression of the terrible thought which has been accumulating. 
Isaiah, in later times, adopted not only the idea of reaching a climax, in the 
description of a coming calamity, by charging the women with responsibility 
because of their debaucheries, but also the use of words ending in n; and c• 
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for the effect of the sound. Cf. Is. 318-281 in which this method is developed at 
great length and most skilfully. 

1. tlt'.:m] 1:T pingues; tI: 1-1;i;,m l:. cl {J6es riJ-rpo,f,01; other versions treat 
as proper name.-o,1•ii1c',] We. l"'J,11~; so also P'~J.' and pnH (v.~) (so 
Now., Elh., Oet., Llihr).-,111,:m] 3.!6 pl., and add to us (= ~l~); this, if 
original, would make five words in this line.-2. mm ,i,11] ff om. one 
of these titles, having merely ,c6p,os. -,iu,i'J] ff KCTa TWP d,yfow. Gr. llt'llJJ, 
cf. 68 Je. 5114.-•.:,J Baumann om,-Hlt'll) 6 ,co.! )..fiµ.y,onu.,; similarly .!61:T. 
We, Ul'f;l (so Gr., Now., Elh., Oort E!';·• Oct., Hirscht).-n11~7J 8 i11 

&r>.o,s; • A. i11 9up~«; 8. h 36pc,n; .!6 ~~; 1:T in contis; VI: pn,c,,n ~J.'. 
-pn,,n1n] 6 ,co., Tovs µ.efl vµ.w•; tI: Jl.:lnJ.:ii. - m1, m,,c.:i] 6 els >.ef3,rru.s 
irrorccwµ,IPOur iµ./30.>.ouu" tµ.1rupo, >.o,µ.ol, of which, according to Vol., dr 
>.I/J.,,nr.s is the translation of m,,c::i, v-..orco.,oµhovs an explanatory addition, 
lµ.f3u.>.oun11 a vb. supplied from the context, and lµ.rupo, >.01µ.ol ( = burninr 
plagues) an erroneous translation of ni,.,, 3AQ om. fnroKu.10µ.evovs iµ.f3u.>.ovu,11; 
7 codd. om. lµ.rupo, >.01µ.ot; hence Hirschi regards 8 as containing a double 
rendering of m,,, which was either unknown to the translators or else illegible. 

-mi•c] ,!6 J.='~,-,1J1i] Gr. "n, on basis of 'A, lxliv3lc.,v, and ,!6 i,:~?•-
8. ,l'lJl ,IJt'H MJNln c,ir,01] 6 ,cu.l lfevex9fi,,eulie ( = MJNlrlJ"\1) -yuµ.110., ICU.T€YO.PTI 

d>.>.fi>.c.,v, of which -yuµ.11u.i rcu.Tlvu.n, is probably a corruption of ')'uvu.i'nr lvo.n, 
(so Va., Ba., Hirschi), or perhaps -yuwu.1 = n111,~, cf. Lv. 13% Nu. 5& 
(so Vol.). Gr. C•JiJl iH, Hal • .,~m 'H "JN~~ 'Jll.-:"IJnJ~&:m] 6 drop,,pfi-. . 

o-Eo-9E; so 1:T, reading mn.:,~ru~; cf • .!6 ~?~· -nJ1t)inn] 6 els 1'0 8pos 

,.1, 'Poµ.µ.d.11 ( = i'lJlt)'li'l in); 8. ds TO il,;,11>.o, 6po;; 1:T in Armon; 'A. 'Apµ.o11fi.; 
... .,. p ► 

l:, Els 'Apµ.evlu.v; i1& •io,n; .!6 ~;1? 1;~. Many emendations have 

been suggested for these last tw7> words, e.g.: Hi, i'1J11.:I inn in.:,~~~, (nm:, 
being a contraction of m1;,o) = and ye shall be cast out on the mountains 
as a refuge. Ew. nmi, "\i'li'1 = and ye shall cast Rimmonah to the moun
tains. Ba. f\O"! ,~ !!:,'?~f;'J1• New. ;"tJ!)'1nn nJ•n.:,Sivm = and I will cast it 
forth utterly destroying it. Di:iderlein and Dahl, litl"\1'.), the former trans• 
lating "Schlachtbank," the latter "Verweisungsort." Meier (SK., 1842, 
pp. 1028 f.) l'1l1!) ,:;,~ i'1ll;J.?2'f;')l = and ye shall cast ( each one of you) on the 
mountain her false god, MJl!l being derived from Jltl = divide, decide (cf. 

Arab. 0Gi, to lie), and meaning an image, an idol; cf. npo~ (Jb, 416 Dt. 416 
Ex. 208), Gr. niic,1-1 i'1"\n mn.:,~run1. Ko. (II. i. p. 459, N. S), i'1Jitl'ln :iin:i. 
Hi. (nt ed.), nttl'l ,~~ t~.:iS~~) (s~ also St., Gun.). Elh, MJltl'lnn tN'zr:1 (so 
also Gun. TkSt. XVIII. 218). Oet, :,?'ll'"t~ n11 np)~21?;')1 (cf. Or, n:,n.:i~iv::i1 
nJ10,n). Lohr, !1"\tllt' n,Jt)ii,i n11 ,,,lt'm. Oort, ni,o.,nn. Mit, 11!), n,n 
.,;; t~.;,ard the highlands of Ramman, i.e. Syria. Che. (EB. II. 1966), 
r,;~~;i n;711fi:1)• Hal. nJ~;l?1:1 (cf. Is. 2010 Je. 2219), Marti, n1cip~, The orig
iDal text seems ,o be beyond recovery (so We., GAS., Now., Dr., et al,). 
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1. Ye kine of Bashan] The attention of the prophets is not 
infrequently turned to women (cf. Is. J16 41

). The women of the 
times are here designated by a figure strikingly appropriate. 
Bashan * was the northernmost of the three great divisions of the 
mountainous range east of the Jordan, reaching to the Yarmuk, 
south of which were Mt. Gilead and Ha-Mishor, and was known 
for its oaks (Is. 213 Ez. 2 76 Zc. 112), its pastures (Mi. 714 Na. 1

4 J e. 
5019), and especially its cattle (Dt. 32H Ps. 2212 Ez. 3918), which are 
represented as being both fat and ferocious. The allusion is not to 
the men,t especially judges and counsellors, called cows by way of 
contempt, which supposition would explain the masculine form of 
11'~,P; but, in view ofC''i!l, Je. 5027 Ps. 22

12
, where men are intended, 

and the feminine forms occurring so frequently in the passage, to the 
noble women and princesses t who are now rebuked because of their 
sins.- Who ••• in the mountain of Saman·a] Cf. above and on 
39.-Injure the poor and crush the needy] Not directly, to be sure, 
but through their husbands] ( cf. 2 7 86), not the rich, § of whom 
the rulers ask bribes, for oppressing the poor ; nor the kings and 
princes II urged to intemperance by their counsellors ; nor the king, 
the plural being a plural of excellence ( cf. Gn. 401 2 S. 108), 

but the lords, or husbands of the debauchees 1 ( cf. Gn. 1812 

1 K. 1 17 ft'. Ps. 4511), the masculine suffix being due to careless
ness, to whom they say bring that we may feast1 i.e. the 
husbands are induced to deal oppressively with the poor in 
order that they may procure the viands needed for their wives' 
debaucheries (cf. Is. 281 ff), which, from the general character of 
the language, may be understood to have included drinking', 
feasting, and wanton luxury of every kind. - 2. The Lord Yahweh 
hath sworn] Cf. similar expressions ( 68 87). - By his holiness] 
Not by his sanctuary,§ the temple at Jerusalem by which, 
as the symbol of his holiness, he may swear; nor by his holy 
name** Ge, 4426); but rather by his majesty,tt "his sacred awe-

• Wetzstein, Hauran, 39-42, 83-6; Gu. ZDP V., 1890, 230 ff.; GAS, HG. 53, 
549 ff. 575 f., and art. "Bashan," DB.; Dr. art." Bashan," EB. , 

t Jer, (fol. l!r), Cal., Os., Mercer, Har., Dat., Hd. 
t Geb., Jus., Va., Hi., Ba., Ke., Gun., We., Now,, GAS,, Dr. § Cal. 
II Ros., Mau., Hd. 
,i Geb., Jus., Va., Ba,, Hi., Ke., \Ve., Dr. ff Va, tt Jus,, Schro., Ros,, Now. 
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inspiring personality,"* with the implication that he will vindicate 
his holiness by inflicting punishment for sin. t - Days are coming 
upon you] The sad and serious forecast of gloom and wretched
ness so. common in prophecy (cf. 811 913 of the bright future, I S. 
2 81 2 K. 20

11 Is. 396
, and fifteen times in Je., e.g. 732 1614

).

And ye shall be taken with hooks] The translation shiddst gives 
no sense here ; the same is true of thorns ; § the figure is that of 
fish (no. longer cows) caught by hooks. U This is better than to 
understand the representation of animals led by rings in their 
noses.1 -Even Ike last of you] That Amos does not mean here 
their posten"ty** (cf. Je. 31 17 Ps. 10913 Dn. II") is clear from 717, in 
which he looks forward to an immediate destruction. In the 
synonymous. member, for the sake of emphasis, he ad9s that even 
of those, if there are any, who may be- left, the last without excep
tion shall suffer in like manner, viz. be carried away with fish
hooks] thus interpreting the expression already given. t t The 
older interpretation pots was strange enough in connection with 
the word :,~~"', fish. Caivin's idea, that though they thought them
selves so large they should be carried away by a very small instru
ment (fish-hooks), and Gebhard's, that the instruments were poles 
sharp like thorns, which were to be used for rescuing the women 
from fish-ponds into which they had fallen, are equally absurd; cf. 
the view of G. A. Smith that, the hooks ordinarily used for such 
purposes having all been used on account of the great number of 
captives, fish-hooks will be used for the last of them. The correct 
idea is the same as in Hb. 110, i.e. that of women as helpless as 
the fish in the hands of the angler (Mitchell) ; cf. also the usage of 
the Assyrians in leading captives by ropes fastened to rings in the 
under lip. +t - 3. And through breaches] Emphatic by its posi
tion; these could hardly have been prepared beforehand for secret 
escape,§§ nor were they made by the people themselves in their 
hurry to escape ; 1111 but were those made by the enemy, and, 
according to the picture, are so many as to furnish the easiest 
exit from the city ; cf. 2 K. 1 7"· 6, also Gn. 3829• - Ye shall go forth] 

• Mit. t Os, Hd., K~. ! 'A.; Ge~ weapons. § Doderlein. 
II Cal., Ros., Schro., Mau., Pu., Gun., Mit., Now., Dr. 
'II Jus., Hi., GAS.; cf. Duhm and Marti. """Geb., Hi., Bi., Gun., Elh. 
tt Ros., Hi., Ke. U Rawlinson, Aw:. Mon. I. 243. §§ Hi. UH So apparently Cal. 
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Direct address ; not escaping as fugitives,* but carried away as 
captives. t- Each woman st?::aight before her] i.e. not one after 
another; t nor each caring only for herself§ ( cf. Jos. 65

• 20 Is. 4 715), 

nor each one alone, unaccompanied by a man, II nor each one 
in a captive state, not permitted to turn to the right hand or 
the left ; ,r but each one straight forward " from the place where 
she is captured," t i.e. through the breach which is directly before 
her** ( cf. here also Is. 4 i 5 Jos. 65

• 
20

). - And ye shall be cast] The 
passive. is easier than the active with the object supplied, "ye shall 
cast yourselves."-,- Toward Harmon] In favor of understanding 
this word as the name of a place, however uncertain may be its 
exact significance ( v.i.), may be urged ( 1} the general testimony 
of the versions, (2) the weight of interpretation, (3) the demands 
of the passage, and ( 4) that this piece, like other pieces of Amos, 
might be expected to close with a statement of the place to which 
Israel is to be sent captive.; .cf. 527 614.tt 

1. ,;,~,t] Masc., though women are addressed, because standing first (cf, 
Is. 3211) GK. 144a, Ko. 205 c.-,:h, 111,~J :,-,~ for :,-,,,,hence_ unchange• 
able, even iri cstr., GK. 25 e; the' ;rt. ~sed Ti~ WP T ;egularly in historical 
statements (e.g. Nu. 21 33 Dt. r1 Jos. Ii but not in I Ch. 523), and fre
quently, though not in the majority of cases, in poetry; it is present, e.g., in 
Is. 213 Je. 222), but lacking in Ps. 2213 6816· 23 Is. 339 Ez. 276 3919 Mi. 7U 

Na, 14 Zc. u 2 ; cf. Dr. Dt. 47; GAS. HG. 549; it is the distinctive art., as 
in l:.;c':', GK. 126 e. -r,1i'f9;'] Art. with ptcp. = rel. clause ; j')ll'iJ is very 
general, including the doing of an injury whether open or secret ; while 
f.n refers rather to open attack and assault (Ho. 511 Ju. I08); both words 
are found together, as here, in Dt, 2888 I S. 12'· 4• "'~If indicates a more 
entire destruction.- nil~~:'] .Note asyndeton in case of the ptcps. with 
the art.-cn•nN"] en is either an error in grammatical usage (Ba.), or the 
masc. because the cows (fem.) are used to represent men (Ros., Mau.), 
or a copyist's mistake (v.s.), or the masc. used, as including the fem. (Schro.), 
cf. c:,•':>;, c:,nN (v.2) with tlie use elsewhere of the fem.; see GK. 135 o; 
Ko. 14. - ;,~•?;] Sg., although addressed to o;,•r•~; to be urged perhaps 
in favor of interpreting c;,•i,N king (Ros., Mau., Hd.); on He cohort., 
GK. 48 i; Sta. § 595 b. -i"l1')~J1] The simplest expression for purpose, H. 
26, 2a, Dr.§ 6o, GK. I08d....:..2. l'~~)] Pf. of indef. past; H. 17, 3; Dr. 
§ 9; GK. 106 b. - "i'?] This :i falls uii.der the general head of means or in
strummt, cf. its use in c~1 (Dt. 618, etc.); as here in Jos. 2 12 and fre-

* Iii., Or. 
'!lHd., Dr. 

tMit. 
ff Ros. 

t Jus. § Ew. II G~h. 
tt Hoffm., ZA W. III. 102; but cf. Marti 
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quently, Is. 628 ; cf. Arab. '-' which must be used in swearing rather than ,-
/ ~ 

or .:;.,, before a pron. suf., and when, as here, the vb. is expressed (Wright, 
Arab. Gram. 11. § 62). - •J Either a part. of asseveration, surely, or equiva
lent to quotation marks.(Hd.), GK. 157 b,-Nif!] Shall i.t be taken (1) as 
a Niph. pf .. used impers. (Hi.), cf. Gn. 119 &. 137 Is. 2J1, H. 25, 2 d, 
or (2) as 'Qal. impf. I pl. (sugg. by Va.), or (3) as Pi'~I pf. {GK 75 oo) 
with J'.'N; understood as subj. · (Ke.), or used impersonally, cf. 1 K. 911 
(Schrii., Ba., Ke.), or (4) with the text changed to lN::>J (v.s.)? Preferable 
is (3) or (4). On pf. with 1 cons. here, GK. 112x; Kii. 361 c.-.· . . rnii~ 

n,.,,P.~].: This is the only case where '1'D has the meaning hook, its usual 
sense being thorn, and the only occurrence of the fem. form of the plural. 
n;~ also is found only here, the usual form being □•F, pl. of n. The 
primary force of both words, as also of i:,n, is brier, thorn (cf. Pr. 225 Jb. 5s 
Is. 3413 Ho. 2 8 96), and the meaning hook is oflater origin; cf. Assyr. l)al}in, 
J;til;tfnu, thorn. Hal, urges that usage of the kind here described was 
never accorded to women, but only to dangerous prisoners, and that :"IJt,:J:, 

of v.8 shows that women go forth voluntarily, hence that the statement 
is made not of living women but of the carcasses of women that are 
dragged out and cast upon the dung heap. - )]~''.)!'.'~] Stronger than r, .,~1?' 
(Ew).-S. o•r;~,J Ancient interpreters (so Dat., Jus:). seem to have read with 
~=through; but it may be the acc. as obj. of KS' (Va., Schro., Ba.); cf. 
Gn. 444 GK. I 18 d; Kii. 21 Id; on position, Ew.8 309 a, I. - :"11ft<] As dis
tributive pron. GK. 139 b. - r,n;i~'f':,;J Read by \!ii and other versions (v.s.) as 
a Hc5ph.; otherwise with an obj, s11pplied (Geb.), the r,_ is either due 
to the influence· of the last syllable of :"IJN~::, (Ke., Mit.); o; to be taken as 
n paragogic, though rare in pf. (Va., Ros.), cf. Is. 72 2 S. 126 ; or, better, 
as a case of dittography, GK. 44 k (v.s.).- ni10,c1n] In addition to the 
explanations of this term involving emendation of the text (v.s.), the fol
lowing renderings may also be cited: (1) po,~ has been regarded as a 
stronger pronunciation of pr."'IN and interpreted (a) of the king's palace, 
(b) of the fortresses or palaces of the enemy (sq Jus., Schrii., et al.); 
(2) it has been identified with Armenia (so ,sm; ~., Jer., et al.); (3) high
lands which had to be crossed on the way to A&ayria (so Hes., Mau.); 
(4) the name of the mountain on which Samaria stood, or some portion of it 
(AE.); (5) Mt. Amanus (Luther); (6) pride (Rashi); (7) it has been 

s..,..,,,. 
connected with Arab. r'~ and referred to the harem of a hostile king. It 

is regar,1ed as inexplicable by many (so We., Val., Dr., Now., GAS., et al.). 
It is to be taken, in any case, a.q a place-name, and We.'s objection to this, 
that such a name would be suitable if the people as a whole were spoken of, 
while it does not suit where the women in particular are mentioned, does not 
hold in view of the preceding ~JNJ!"l C'J"'IDl, All efforts to discover such a 
place as flarmon have thus far failed. 
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§ 7. Israel's failure to understand the divine judgments. 4'·1.S. 
The occasion is perhaps a festival.* The prophet in an ironical 
vein exhorts Israel to continue in the formal ceremonial worship 
- the cultus at Bethel and· Gilgal - but it is all an illusion, and 
displeasing to the very God whose favor they thus seek to gain; 
Again and again Yahweh has indicated his displeasure with their 
conduct in drought, in famine, in blight of crops, in pestilence 
and war, and in earthquake; but alas! they have not turned back. 
It remains, therefore, to inflict upon them, -what? In any 
event, " Prepare, 0 Israel, to meet thy God ! " Who is he that 
speaks thus? The God of creJ.tion and history. 

This piece, though very different in movement and structure from any that 
has preceded, is none the less artistic; The arrangement presented here appeared 
in BW., October, 18<;8, pp. 251 f. In its original form the piece consisted of 
nine strophes, each containing four trimeters. Of these, 1 and 2, which form 
the introduction, are closely connected, likewise 8 and 9, which form the con
clusion. Strophes 3-7, each of which is introduced by a vb. in the first per
son (7 b and 80 are a gloss), and characterized by the refrain But ;•ou did not 
return to nu, saith Yahweh, make the body ·of the poem (cf. below on strophes 
4, 5). Muller's arrangement (Die Prophelen, I. 68 f.) of this section, in
cluding 41--3, is arbitrary and artificial. His attempt to secure strophes of 
5 + 4 + 3 + 2 + 1, and refrain, i.e. 16 lines, with an introduction of 8 lines 
and a closing strophe of 8 lines, is an utter failure. One need only examine the 
lines to see that they have been arranged to meet the demands of the theory. 
It is important to note the more serious changes of text involved in the 
reconstruction here adopted. These will be discussed in detail in their 
proper places : -

(1) the rejection in v.7" of the gloss ll•::--,n n::,':,::, .,,;.J; (2) the rejection: 
of v.7 b and all of v.8, except the refrain, as a gloss; (3) the rejection of 
the gloss ::i,•o c •.J::- ll;>; (4) the treatment of v. 13 as a later addition, although, 
if the line ,oi:, rinc.Jl ,,,':,ic nin• might be fitted into strophe 8, the place of a· 
lost line would be supplied in that strophe and an extra line avoirled in 
strophe 9. 

The arrangement proposed by Lohr (in 1901)has much in common with 
the present reconstruction, viz. (1) the rejection of vs.7• 8 as a later addition 
(so also Baumann); Ta Bb, however, are regarded here as genuine; (2) the 
treatment of vs.12 b. 13 as an interpolation; (3) Lohr finds in vs.U and 9.n six 
strophes identical with strophes 1-3 and 5-7 of the present arrangement ( ex
cept that he makes two lines out of the refrain instead of one, as here, and 
retains c,·010 •.JI:' c;,). But Lohr differs also in connecting J11b 91 (as far 

*We. 
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i,.s 01et,n) and 97 with the present piece, which he regards as only a frag• 
ment of the address against the sanctuaries at Bethel and Gilgal, the begin• 
ning and end of 4.,.12 " being lacking. 

4, 5. Continue, 0 Israel, your efforts by sacrifices to secun 
Yahweh' s Javor, - but it is useless. 

The strophe consists of three couplets, each containing an ironical command 
relating to the cultus, with a fourth couplet explaining Israel's strange conduct, 
viz. their love for all this empty show. The structure is perfect, every line 
being regular in length. 

4. SJSJn] $ and irr; precede by ~.-,:i,n] Oort, -,:i,n, (ThT. XIV. 143; 
so also Gun., Elh., Oet.).-o. nw, 1'tlMtl '11'i'1] 6ica.i ,beyvwua.v tfw 116µ.r,11=111,1,, 
;-,-,;r-, r-inti; irr; = otino (so also Hirscbt); Ew., ~'"11?:li'l (so also Gun., Oort E,;,:; 
Eih. and.Oet., who omits conj.); cf. Margolis (AJSL. XVII. 17r), who suggests 
n-i,~r-i yin;i -111:!?1, Call out in the streets, Thanksgiving ! - r,i:i-H ~llli?J] 8 tn 
i1<a.>..lua.J1To ~ ,117~; $ (;~ 0;t,_J0 ( = 'J ~,w),-1)11Dlt'n] 8 joins to fol. cl •• 

$ " 

while $ translates ~ = 1c7'f'} 

4. Go to Bethel and - transgress.] It is only necessary to read 
the whole phrase to see that the prophet is not serious; "going 
to Bethel " carries with it transgression, the two are synonymous. 
The tone of voice, doubtless, indicated the irony of the expression. 
The transgression was not (I) the worshipping on high places, 
a violation of the law of the central sanctuary at Jerusalem 
(Dt. 12...r),* for that law had not yet been promulgated; nor 
(2) the changing of the details of the ceremonial by adapting 
them to the heathen worship outside of Israel ; t nor (3) the calf
worship which was in vogue at Bethel (cf. Ho. 415 85£); f nor 
(4) the failure to give Yahweh a proper place in the worship;§ 
nor (5) the fact of engaging in worship though morally unfit, II -
but the fact of engaging in any kind of ceremonial worship for 
the purpose of finding Yahweh, when, indeed, the more zealously 
they observe the cultus, the farther do they remove themselves 
from Yahweh,1 -In Gil.gal] For situation and description,** cf. 
Jos. 419 157 ; for the place which it had occupied in Israelitish his-

• Cal. t Geb., Os. t Jus., Hd. § So apparently Pu. II Dr. 
'II We.; WRS,, Propk. 94-99; Now., Mit. 
ff Conder, Tent Work, II. 7 ff.; Rob. BR2. I. 557; GAS. HG 494; Bliss, art. 

11 Gilgal," DB.; GAS. art. "Gilgal," EB,; Marti. 
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tory, cf. Jos. 411. ro 511-10 I S. 711 ms I 1H x510 fl. 2 S. 1916 Ho. 4111 9u 
1211. The site has only recently (1865) been identified• as Jiljul, 
4½ miles from the Jordan, 1½ miles from Jericho.-And bn'ng 
every morning you,- sacrifices J The ironical vein still continues ; 
the sacrifices were those which were offered annually ( 1 S. 13· 7- 21) ; 

the worshipper is invited to offer them daily instead of annu
ally; t the exaggeration does not consist in offering instead of a 
usual morning offering an earlier one ; t nor is the sense satisfied 
by understanding the invitation to be merely the description of a 
custom, viz. that of making an offering on the next morning after 
arrival at the sanctuary.§ -Every thi,-d day you,- tithes J The tithe II 
was differently administered at different periods. According to the 
regulations of Dt. ( 1428 2612), which seem earlier than those of P 
(Nu. 1 s21-2!), the third year was the tithing year KaT' llox~v,1 be
cause only in this year was the whole tithe given away, the offerer 
himself and his family eating it in the other years. In strict 
parallelism with the preceding line, the prophet urges the wor
shippers to offer their tithes every third day instead of every third 
year.•• Note, however, should be made of the renderings, every 
three years, IJ•~: = year tt (as in Lv. 2529 Ju. 17

10 2 Ch. 21 19
), on 

three days ( = at the times of the three great feasts, which, it is 
claimed, lasted originally each a single day), t t every three days, i.e. 
frequently,§§ and especially, on the third day (after arrival), 1111 on 
the ground that Amos is exaggerating nothing, but as above, describ
ing the custom of the visiting worshipper at Bethel, who offered 
his sacrifice on the morning after arrival and his tithe on the 
third day, a supposition for which no one offers a good reason. 
- 5. And burn if leavened bread a thank-offering] The prophet 
exhorts the people still further to increase their zeal by burning 

• By Zschokke; but Schlater (Zur Top1Jgr. u, Gesch, Palastinas, 246 ff.) ; Buhl 
(Geogr, des all. Pal., r396, pp. 202 f.) and BSZ. identify this Gilgal with JuMjll, 
opposite Ebal and Gerizim, east of the plain. 

t Mit. :t Ba. § Os., We., Now., Dr. 
II Hermann, Gottesdienstl, Alterllt. d. Griecltm, § 20, 4; Ri. HBA. II, 1792-7; 

Di. on Lv. 2788; Ryssel, PRE,2 XVII. 442 f.; We., Die Comp1Jsition <ks Hexa
teuchs; WRS. S,m, 244-54; Sayce, Patriarchal Palestine, 175. 

~ Dr. Dt. r73. !t Oort, TAT. XIV. 143 f. 
** Ros., Ke. §§ Schro. 
tt Cal, Va., Hd., Pu. DU Os., We,, Now., Dr,, Marti. 



93 

(i.e. turning into sweet smoke) what ordinarily was not burned, 
viz. the leavened bread which formed a part of the thank-offer• 
ing. Amos does not here refer to the transgression of any law in 
existence (e.g. Lv. 211 ill); but to a new custom, just now 
being developed, the thought being that a thank-offering prepared 
with yeast or grape-honey (Ho. J1) would be more acceptable. 
This use of leaven (cf. the raisin-cakes of Ho. J1) was probably 
regarded as pleasing to the Canaanitish deities,* hence in later 
times it came to be forbidden (Lv. 712 Ex. 2J18). The transla
tion of m::, from violence= that which is gained by violence (v.s.) 
seems to relieve a serious difficulty, but like the rendering without 
leavent is quite far-fetched; cf. (.fj (v.s.). -And proclaim free
will offerings, make them known] The freewill-offering (cf. 
the later regulations Dt. 126. 7 Ex. 3529 Lv. 2211. 21) was intended 
to be given as the freest possible expression of the heart's feeling. 
The irony, which still continues, lies in the prophet's urging the 
people, not the priests, t to publish far and wide§ their voluntary 
gifts, an action which was directly contrary to the spirit of such 
gifts. The language does not convey the idea, ordinarily assigned 
to it, of a command to the priests to make freewill offerings 
compulsory. II -For so ye love to do] Cf. Je. 531

• The prophet 
has described a tendency, indeed the fundamental error, of the 
Northern religion. This fault, which has now become an organic 
part of the national system, is not that the offerings, correct in 
themselves, were made at the wrong place,'ir but that Israel is 
laboring under a delusive idea ; for outward forms of any kind, 
however zealously executed, will not take the place of the essentials 
of religion. 

i. •u, ~icn•~ nc:i} The parallelism rules out the rendering, "Go to Bethel, 
and transgress at Gilgal," etc. (Hi.).-SK n•:i] Acc. of direction after 1NJ1 GK. 
n8d.-SJSJ:i] This might be taken (r) with 1y,:, = place in which, GK. 
n8d; cf. the :l of the versions (GAS., Dr.); (2) with lNJ of prec. member, 
or with a verb of motion supplied= acc. of direction (Jer., St., Or., Gun., We., 
Mit.,Now., Elh.); (3) = acc. of specification," as far as concerns Gilgal" (Ba.) 
GK. I 18 g; (2) is preferable. The name is a reduplicated formation from ~',J 

* Cf. WRS. 0 TJC.1 434 and Sem. 2:ao f. 
t Oort, Tk T. XIV. I44; but cf, Gun. 
!Os. 

§ Ba. 
II Schro., Hi., Pu., Ke. 

"J Cal., Os. 
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and means the circle, the reference being probably to a circle of sacred stones 
( cf. Jos. 45 829lf-); for a similar formation, cf. ,f.;, from ,,, ; the art., which 
is always retained, except Jos. 59 1223, is an indication that the appellative 
force of the word was long felt; cf. Ko. 295 b,-Vlt'D~ 1:i,n] Lit., multiply in 
transgressing, inf. with ~ having the force of the gerund, H. 29, 3 e; GK. I 14 o; 
Ko, 399 m.-ijl:i~] Distributive, cf. Je. 2112 (but here ,i'::l~ may= in the 
morning, early), Ex. 2988, 89 1 Ch, 16W; Ko. 331/; cf., however, Now,, who 
maintains that for the expression of the idea, every morning, every third day, 
there would be used either the pl. ( cf, Ps. 7314 Jb. 718), or a repetition of 
the word ( cf. I Ch. 927); GK. I 23 d. On the force of the art., v. Ko. 300 b. 
Giesebrecht (Die hebr, Praeposition Lamed, p, 23) makes ,p:i~ = early every
where except Ps.4916.-n,:iii, n,1n, rcn, ,r:,p, c,,n,v))c, c,,n:ir] This vocabulary 
of religious worship is noteworthy for its size and scope, its definiteness, and 
the peculiar connection in which it is introduced. If this passage is genuine, 
and no one doubts this, it must be conceded (1) that a fully developed cultus 
was in existence at this time; (2) that it was showing a pronounced tendency 
towards a still fuller expansion; (3) that the priest-power was very consider
able, and one with which the prophet was coming into antagonism; (4) that 
the prophet, at all events, represented an idea in religion which did not have 
much, if any, prevalence at this time. - 5. ,t:ip] Inf. abs. for imv., H. 28, 5 c; 
GK. II3z; Ew,e 328c; Ko, 218b, The original meaning of the word is 

to give out vapor ot- smoke, like Arab.~ to give forth vapor, )i:;; smoke, 

steam, Assyr, f/u(ru, smoke. Pi'el and Hiph. are commonly used, meaning to 
burn on the altar. It cannot be said that the Pi'el is the proper word to be 
used for burning incense, and the Hiph. of sacrifices (Gun.). The Massorites 
attempted to make the distinction that the Pi'el designates either irregular or 
idolatrous sacrifice, the Hiph., lawful. But this is arbitrary ( cf. 2 Ch. 3426), 

Rather, the Pi'el is the older expression, and the Hiph. the younger, used 
chiefly in P; cf. Ko, 96 (We. Pro/, 64; ZA W. VI. 298f.; Kit. Theo/, 
Studim aus Wurtemberg, II. 53; SS. 66o; Now. Arch. II. 246f.).-7ti] Is 
not partitive, some leaven far a thank-offering, but local, a thank-offering 
made up of leavm,-)'Pn] The usual term for leavened bread. In general, 
all leavened bread was forbidden to be offered on the altar (Ex. 2i8 Lv. 211), 

Traces of greater freedom appear in Lv. 713 2317, This passage shows the custom 
in Israel to have been different from that in Judah. Amos does not necessarily 
regard it as unlawful (We.). Indeed, the custom may be regarded as in har
mony with the original ideas ofsacrifice (WRS. Sem. 220 f., 242; 0 T_/C.11 345), 
- n,,n] The thank-offering is a particular kind of the c,7;1~rp (Lv. 712). It is 
also called n11r-ir:, n_;i!, Lv. 712 2229, and fully 0:,r;i7r n:i1n n_;i_t Lv. i 8· 16 (Now, 
Arch. II. 238; Benz, Arch. 446), - ni,,i] The freewill-offering, a spon
taneous offering, not one prescribed, often united with i,J vow, both being 
extraordinary offerings (Now. Arch. II. 238 f.; Benz. Arch. 446, 451), 
They might take the form of burnt-offerings (Dr, Dt. 143; Lv. 2218· Ill), 

but more usually of e:•c~v (Lv. 716), The l'l1JiJ were often made the 
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occasion tor free-handed hospitality, with perhaps a general invitation to 
all to come and partake (We.; WRS. Se,n, 254).-cn.:imi] Stative pf., 
H. 18, I; Dr. § II; GK. 106g. -c,•n.:ir] The root n:n means to slaughter 
for sacrifice, as originally all slaughtering was connected with sacrifice. 
n;i1, is therefore the generic word for sacrifice, usually designating the sacri
ficial meal, for which in later times c•O~lt' was commonly substituted as a 
more specific term (WRS. Sem, 222, 237; Dr. Dt. 141 f., 145; BDB. s.v.; 
Now. Arch, II. 210,215; Benz. Arch. 435; We. Pro!. 73).-c.J•n,1i1;,c] The 
tithe was a widespread institution in antiquity. On tithes in general, see 
Spencer, De Legibus Hebraeorum, III. 10, § I ; Ew. Antiquities, p. 300; 
Ryssel, s.v. "Zehnten," PRE.2 ; WRS. Sem., Lecture VII., and Proph. 383 f., 
and art. "Tithes," Enc. Br.; We. Pro/. 156f.; Dr. Dt. 166-73; Now. Arch, 
II. 257 f. Among non-Semites may be cited the Greeks, who tithed the 
spoils of war, the annual crops, and other sources of revenue (Xenophon 
and his followers, e.g., reserved a tithe of the proceeds of the sale of captives 
for a thank-offering to the gods, Xenophon himself using his own share to 
erect a small temple in Scillus, near Olympia; v. Anabasis, V. 3; cf. Her
mann, Gottesdienstl. Alterth. d. Griechen (2d ed.), § 20, 4); the Romans, 
who paid tithes to Hercules (Diodorus, IV. 21; Plutarch, Moralia, II. 267 E), 
and the Lydians, who tithed their cattle (Nie. Damasc. in Miiller's Fragm. 
Hist. Gr. III. 371). Among the Semites the custom was general; the Car• 
thaginians sent an annual tithe of their increase to Tyre to the temple of Mel• 
karth (Diodorus, XX. 14); there are many references to tithes and monthly 
tributes in the records of the Babylonian temples (Jastrow, Rei. 668). A 
common vow among the Arabs was, "If God gives me a hundred sheep, I will 
sacrifice one in every ten" (Arnold, Septem Mo'allakdt, p. 186). The only 
pre-Deuteronomic references to the tithe in the 0. T. are Gn. 2822 and this 
passage. It is to be noted that both connect the payment of tithes with 
Bethel. It is probable that in early times the religious tithe of each district 
was given for the support of the sanctuary of the district. This tithe was 
probably not compulsory, but was spontaneously given; it is classed by Amos 
with freewill-offerings, thank-offerings, and vows, and may have been used to 
furnish a. sacrificial banquet. The absence of any regulation concerning tithes 
in the earliest legislation seems to point to the voluntary character of the gift. 
It is not unlikely that in the earliest times the tithe and the "firstfruits" and 
" firstborn " were identical. 

6-8. Famine and drought have failed to draw you unto me. 
These two strophes, with the later insertion, have never been made 
entirely clear, either in structure or meaning. 

.. V 
8. •nni] 6 8WO'W, -Jl'i'l) 8 "{oµ.qna.0'µ.6~, toothache; .$ ~; QI: r,~,~~!'.I, 

all reading 1w,r, = bluntness, from :i:ij), to be dumb (Ba,, Seb,; Lag, BN. 
200£.; BSZ., BDB.); cf. Je. 3129 Ez. 182; 1f stuporem, 'A,, 1rhl)'}''/JP; ~., 0,. 
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Ka9ap11rµ,611, -7 a. -,,ij,', c,,111,n n111',111 ,1,11:i] though in all the versions ( cf. (f TpU• 

'Y?ITOV but Qmg 0Ep,rrµ,ov), is a gloss, added as a meteorological calculation, and 
disturbing not only the strophic arrangement, but also the poetic generaliza• 
tion. -"l't:llJM ttS] Closes the third member of the strophe, after which the refrain 
from v,8, ·, oMJ ,,p cn:iiv tt~,, belongs.-7 b. nj,Sn] This word, with what follows 
in v ,7 and v.8 as far as the refrain, is evidently an interpolation, repeating the 
idea of the famine already described, In favor of this are ( l) the awkward
ness of the two circumstantial clauses in their present position at the end of 
v.7, although necessarily dependent on 1,llll of v.8; (z) the redundancy in the 
repetition of -,,;, with the numerals; (3) the utter extravagance and lack of 
poetical force in the whole expression; (4) the impossibility of securing a 

symmetrical structure for the poem if this section is to be included; (5) the 
lack of reason for dwelling at such length on the drought, when other calami• 
ties are, in some cases, treated in a single line, - '1'i!l1Jn J Gr. '1!;!?1: ; Oort 
(Em.), fol. 8, flplfo,, '1•t:iott (so Gun., Now., Elh.); but £.im;, though unex• 
pected, may be intended for the sake of alliteration (Oet.). -8. l))J1] Should, 
in any case, stand closely connected with what precedes; <!I Kai 1Tv11arrOpo11TfJf/• 

ITOJIT'a<, reading possibly 1,;.,m; cf. Nu. 1611 (Vol.), so~-
Lohr om. all of vs.7• 8 as a later insertion coming from two hands, the first 

of which contributed a strophe consisting of vs.h 4 • H • nd B b (the refrain), 
while the second furnished a variation of this strophe, consisting of vs.7 " fl· 8 

(including the refrain), which crept into the text from the margin. These two 
strophes, according to Lohr, differ from the original strophes in having one 
more line each, and they interrupt the progress of the thought, while they 
also closely resemble gur. (endorsed by Now. TkLZ. XXVI. 164). 

6. I also ii was who gave lo you] The pronoun is emphatic, 
and, with the particle c,, marks the contrast between Yahweh's 
attitude of punishment and their conduct described in vs.4· 5• 

- Cleanness of teeth J Nothing to eat, interpreted in the following 
member as "lack of bread," £.e. famine; on the frequency of 
famine in Palestine, cf. Gn. 1210 261 41M Ru. 11 2 S. 211 1 K. 171.• 

The meaning stupidity, favored by some of the versions (v.s.), does 
not accord with the etymology of the word, the parallelism, or the 
context. The idea of "innocency of eating what was forbidden,"t 
or that of" emptiness,"t is not to lre found in the word. - In all 
your cities] The calamity referred to affected the whole country. 
Such famines are recorded as having taken place under Ahab 
(1 K. 1712), and under Jehoram (z K. 438 81

), but the reference 
here is probably to a later famine of which no record has been 

• See C. Warren, art." Famine," DB. tGeb, iva. 
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presel'1/ed. - .Bui yt dz'd not return to me] Yahweh expected the 
calamity to bring the people to their senses, but it failed to do so.• 
This expression is common and important (cf. Ho. 61 141. 2 Is. 1021 

316 Je. J1· u. 22 41 Dt. 400 302. s Is. 4422 557 I S. 7s z Ch. 62.1. 88 Ps. 
78M Mal. 3~, since it with the N. T. Greek £1rirrrpi,Jmv (e.g. Acts 319 

985 1121 1 Thes. 19) prepared the way for the later idea contained 
in the word "conversion." t - 7. I also it was who withheld from 
you the rain] Lack of rain was, of course, the occasion of the 
famine described in v.6• Perhaps this strophe originally preceded 
that in v.6

• In any case the famine and the drought are treated 
distinctly. - While yet there remained three months to the harvest] 
This clause, which is to be treated as a gloss, t contains an expla
nation by some later hand as to the details of the withholding of 
the rain. The interpolator may have had in mind either (1) the 
so-called latter rains of the last of February or first of March, the 
harvest beginning, in some sections of the country, April I and con
tinuing into June; this rain fell when the grain was beginning to 
grow, and without it the crops would be ruined (but see Nowack, 
135); § or (2) a drought for the entire three months preceding 
harvest; II or (3) the rain which fell in the latter part of April, that 
is, three months before the fruit harvest, 1 or within three months 
of the last of the grain harvest in June;** or (4) the heavy rain 
due six months before harvest, i.e. in November and December, 
which in this case Yahweh had withheld until three months 
before the harvest time, that is, until sometime in January.tt
Bain upon one ci.ry] Not at intervals, upon various occasions,U 
but in the particular case which the prophet has in mind, the 
tense denoting vivid representation.§§ Yahweh is represented 
as withholding rain, although he gave evidence of his power to 
bestow it on certain cities, which stood in striking contrast with 
those from which it was withheld. This phenomenon is not an 
uncommon one in Palestine; 1111 cf. Ju. 636 «. - 7 b, 8. One field 

• On the ancient belief that natural calamities were an indication of displeasure 
on the part of the deity, and consequently of sin on the part of the people, v. GAS, 
I. 169f.; HG. 73-']6, t Dr. ! So also Marti. 

9 Jus., Va., Schro., Hi., Ke., Or., Mit. II Ros. 'II Jer. "Ba. 
tt We., Now., GAS., Dr. tl Mit, Dr. H Va., Ew. 
!Ill Thomson, LB. II. 66. 

H 
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being rained upon and another field, whick was not rained upon, 
drying up, two or three cities staggering unto one city to drink water 
without being satisfied] An insertion, which really adds nothing to 
the picture already presented, made by some one who felt perhaps 
that a description of a drought was imperfect if it did not include 
the country as well as the city ; the interpolator, however, forgets 
himself and in a very tautological way goes back to the cities, two 
or three of which he represents as exhausted because of the 
drought, and as staggering in their weakened condition to a more 
favored city, where, after all, they are doomed to disappointment. 
How remarkably this picture resembles that given in 69• 10, which 
must also be treated as an interpolation ! * - But ye did not return 
unto me] The refrain, which contains, as Mitchell has said, "a 
world of pathetic tenderness." 

6. tn] Correlation, expressing correspondence, here of a retributory char
acter, not simply emphasizing 'lN (Pu,), nor •nnl (Mau.), but the whole 
thought (Ba., Reu., We.); cf. Gn. 2<:P Jos. 2418 2 S. 1213 Mi. 618 (see BDB. 
s.v., ci (4) p. 169; Ko. 394 d). -D•lll1 l''Pl] Versions (v.s.) seem to have read 
11•:;ii?., the root of which is used with Ill' in Je. 3129-80 Ez. 182; this reading was 
favored without good reason in BSZ.12; cf. Lag. BN. 201; the phrase is pecul
iarly significant as a figurative designation of famine; cf. •o:i ll'Pl Gn. ~ 
Ps. 266 7318, cleanness of my hands. - ,,v] Stronger than •~tc ( cf. La. 340); ~K 

represents only the direction, 1)) the attainment of the purpose (Fleischer, Kl. 
Schriften, I. 402f.).-7. crvi] Really a shower, or burst of rain, used (1) of 
abundant rain (e.g. I K. 171& 184L "); (2) in poetry for ,r:ic, the generic word 
for rain; but also (3) of heavy winter rains (e.g. Ct. 2 11 ; cf. Lv. 26'); cf. also 
n!_1,, Ho. 63 Dt. u 14 Je. 52i; n-:-.10 Jo. 223 Ps. 847, early rain; v,p,c Je. 3' 
P;. 1616 Zc. 101, latter rain. 0~ these words, see Rob., BR.2 I. 429 f.; Chap
lin, PEF. 1883, pp. Sff.; Klein, ZDPV. IV. 72f.-i1v.:i] Ko. 401 x.-:iv~v] 
H. 15, 2b; GK. 134l,.-,ri,r:ion1] Not freq., Dr.§ 114 (a), but equiv. to a 
vivid impf., GK. u2h, note; so also "l't,CN (v.8).-nnN ••• nnN] one ••• 
another, GK. 139 e, note 3,-ni'Sn] Introducing the first of the two circ. 
clauses, H. 45, 3b; Dr. § 165,-"l'l:llll'\] Not 2d p. addressed to Yahweh, 
nor 2d p. addressed to the water (Va.), nor 3d p. used impersonally, nor 
with .:J)) understood as subject (Ros., Schro.), but 3d p. fem. ( = neut.) impf. 
(Mau., Hi., Hd.), or to be read ,,r,oN with 6 and 1:T (v.s.), GK. 144,; Ko. 
323 k.-8. 1))l1] Freq.; lit. to move with unsteady gait, and so, of a drunkard 

• On the method of water supply in Eastern cities, viz. by cisterns, et the 
Mesha inscription, Is. 9, 24 f.; Je. 213 2 K. 1881 Dt. 611 Is. 3618 Pr. 5bl Ee. 12' 

2 Ch. 2610 Ne. 9215, See S. A. Cook, art. "Conduits and Reservoirs," EB.; Benz. 
Arck. 51 ff., 230 t; ZDPV. I. ( 1878) 13:i-76. 
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(Is. 24!!0), of a blind man (La. 414), of one exhausted (Ps, 591S). -1£'~1£' Cl'!'11E') 

Used to express an indefinite number, GK. 134 s; Ko., Stil. 163, 212, -1tS1] = 
withoul. 

9-11. Blight ef crops, pestilence and war, and earlhquaies 
have failed to draw you to me. These three strophes conclude the 
five which have the refrain. . . ,. 

9. 11pi•.:11] fol. in .S by h~= = ,,::i:n, an insertion from Hg. 217; cf. 
Dt. 28:22 1 K. 887 (Seb.). -m:i,n] 6 ,.,,.-,.,.,86,c,.Te = cp•~;;:t; so also Syr.-Hex. 
(so also Oet.); but read •);17j!;)~, to which Oet. objects (1) that :i,n else
where has only the sea and rivers as objects, 11?::I• always being used of vegeta• 
tion, and ( 2) that this emendation destroys the contrast intended by the 
author, viz. "You increased your gardens and your vineyards, but your fig 
trees and olive trees the locust devoured." But the contrast exists only after 
the text has been emended by Oet. in order to produce it; the change to the 
2d p. involved in Oet.'s reading is too abrupt; and :i,n is used of other 
things than rivers and seas, e.g. Je. 212 (the heavens); Ju. 167f. (green withes); 
Ez. 197 (palaces); Zp. 35 (streets); 2 K. 1917 (land, though c,n should per• 
haps be read here),-0::>•n1JJ] is joined by 6 with what precedes, while '.B' 
makes the division after c,,o,,,. -NS] 6 oi,l/ ills, so also in vs.10-11,-10. ,:ii] 

PO • 

8 8,ba.1"011; '.B' mortem; $ ~; QI: N~lo,-:i,n:iJ Zeydner (TkSt. 1888, 
pp. 249 f.; so also Val.) :i1n~.-•:irv] There is no ground for the readings: 
•;i1 (Gr., so also Elh., Oet.); •~f (Hoffm. ZA W. III. 103); (c::i,,m:i =) c::>ip:i 
('=!f =) •JIU c;, (Hal.); or '".!t (Zeydner, loc. &it., so also Val.),-rvitl) 8 I, 
rvpl, reading tu!!J; so also 6 Hebr. Mss. (so also Zeydner, loc.dt., Val.,Elh.).-.. ,. 
D::>•Jnc) 6 in some Mss. om. suf. while $ renders ,a.::l~ (your stench), 
connecting it with~ (Seb.).-C::>llNll] Omit , with 6$F, 'A,, :E. (so We., 
Gr., Now., Lohr, Hirschi, Oet., Hal., Baumann). Ethiopic = C'.)!ll1t1; Zeydner, 
D:lDNi1 = c.:i,11,1 (lo&. &it., so also Val.); Elh. •DN), following ffAQ, Marti om, 

9. I smote you] Each of the five strophes begins with a verb in 
the perfect 1st singular; cf. (1) I it was who gave you (famine), 
(2) I it was who wz'thhe!d from you rain, (3) I smote you, (4) I 
sent upon you pestilence, (5) I overturned you.- With blight and 
decay] Both words are used of human diseases in Dt. 2822

• The 
first is the scorching of the east wind, cf. 1 K. 831 2 K. 1926 2 Ch. 
6211 Is. 278 Ez. 1710

; the second, mildew caused by dampness 
and heat, having a yellow appearance, cf. Je. 308.-I laid waste 
yo#r gardens and vineyards] This reading, on the basis of Well
hausen's emendation, satisfies every demand of the context. The 
difficulties of the old text are seen in the efforts to translate it, 
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e.g. many of your gardens,• the multiplying of your gardens,t 
your many gardens, t or much mildew§ (taking :,,:,.-,:, with what 
precedes), or as an adverb, most, often. II - Your jig trees and olive 
trees the locust devoured] With this rendering it is no longer neces
sary to discuss whether of the four nouns, gardens, vineyards, fig 
trees, olive trees, only the first depended on" I smote," 1 or the 
first two,** or none,tt all being taken as the object of" devoured." 
The word for locust is a general word meaning the one that gnaws ; 
cf. Jo. 1• 221,. This visitation was not infrequent, and was always 
attended with the greatest possible destruction. t t-10. The 
pestilence after the manner of Egypt] The many possibilities of 
this ambiguous phrase have been seized upon; the sending of 
the pestilence was ( 1) sudden as was the destruction of Egypt's 
first born; § § ( 2) a visitation upon the wicked, not the righteous, 
as was the case of the Egyptians, as compared with the Hebrews; 11 ll 

(3) as if Israel were God's enemy as Egypt had been; 11 (4) sent 
while they were on their way to Egypt ; 1 (5) sent from Egypt, 
lit. on the way on which one comes from or goes to Egypt;*** 
(6) in the same way as that in which it was sent against Egypt, 
cf. Is. 1026 ; ttt ( 7) just as in Egypt, the home of the pestilence, tH 
" a thoroughly Egyptian plague," § § § "with the same severity and 
malignity " with which it visits Egypt, 111111 after the manner of 
Egypt.111 Does the prophet have in mind a particular historical 
event? No. For the estimation in which the Hebrews regarded 
pestilence as a punishment for sin, cf. Lv. 2621, 2 S. 24111.-I slew witk 
the sword] Reference is made not to any particular battle, e.g. the 
slaughter by Hazael and Benhadad of Syria, when J ehoahaz was king 
( 2 K. 812 138-r),**** but rather to the long Syrian conflict, which 
lasted many years. tttt- Together witk the captivity of your horses] 
An interpolation, t t t t meaning that horses were captured and 
slain,§§§§ or that, while the men were slain, the horses were cap
tured. 11111111 The word ~!lit' is, however, here used in an uncommon 

* GAS. :t Ros., Mau., Mit, cf. Pu. II Ba., Ew., Or. ** Ros., SchrO. 
t Geb. § Hd. 'II Jus. tt Bauer, 
:t! Thomson, LB. II. r02 ff.: Van Lennep, Bi6/e Lands, 3r3. §§ 0s. 
1111 Gtb., Ros. 'IT'ii Cal. ... Va. ttt Hd., Pu. tt! Hi., Ke, 
§H Ew., GAS. 111111 Dr. '111'11 Ba., We. - Ros., Schr6., Hi., Ba. 
tttt We., Now. !t!t So also Baumann. H§§ Va., Scbw., Hi., Hd., Ke. 
UHIIII Os., Geb., Ros., Ba. 
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sense, viz., the act of taking captive (Ezra 91 Dn. 1188), but ordi
narily it denotes either the condition of captivity or the sum of the 
captives. In Ex. 229, the verb is used as here of animals, though 
elsewhere of men. The preposition l:li) here= besides and is used 
in a late or Arabic sense. The peculiar usage of the more important 
words, the anti-climax, the fact that the line interferes with the stro
phe, and the evident afterthought implied in it show its character as 
a later insertion. -And I caused the stench of your camps to rise in 
your nostrils] The slaughter was so great, the unburied bodies and 
carcasses so many ( cf. Is. 343

), that pestilence arose, the result of 
war. As above, drought followed famine, though the occasion of it, 
so here war follows pestilence, though the occasion of it. J usti's 
reading, " I caused your camps to bum in mine anger " ( cf. :z K. 
51 133), although supported by @, cannot stand. -11. I over
threw among you] That is, some of your cities ; the overthrow was 
evidently that of an earthquake, perhaps that mentioned in 11 • 

(which, it will be remembered, is from a later hand), or some 
earthquake unspecified; t others understand an overthrow by a 
hostile attack; t and still others, a general summing up of all the 
preceding judgments. § The word •:,~~:, is always used of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, cf. Gn. 1925 Dt. 2922 Is. 11 II 
1319 Je. 4918 5040

• The shortness of this line may be due to the 
omission of some phrase.'i[ -As God overthrew Sodom and Go
morrah] The point of comparison is not the manner of the over
throw, but its thoroughness.** The form of expression is so 
similar to that in Gn. 19 as to lead somett to suppose that Amos 
had that text before him. The use of the word Elohim, in con
trast with the subject of •:,~:,, strangely enough has been thought 
to prove the existence of more than one person in the Godhead. tt 
The reading "the great overthrow," using Elohim as a superla
tive,§§ is grammatically possible, but out of harmony with the con
text. -And ye were as a brand snatched from the blaze] i.e. ye 
were barely rescued, saved as by a miracle, cf. Zc. s2, 1111 not, the 
destruction was only partial. 'i['i[ - But ye did not turn unto me] 

• Schro., Hi., We. t Mau., Schlier, Pu., Mit. t Ke., St. § Ba. 
ft Where D"ID ls probably to be read for 0'"11. 
'II See B W., October 1898, p. 252; so also Lohr and Baumann. ff Mit. 
tt E.$., Va. ti Geb,, Hes, §§ New, 1111 Jus., Va., Mit. 'll'V Hi, 
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Every effort was futile which Providence put forth to rescue Israel 
from total destruction. 

9. 711,,ii,.:i] On the art., GK. 126n; Ko. 297 6.- 1n.:i,nn] Instead of m.:i,n, 
which is grammatically impossible (cf. Ko. 402g); cf. We. (v.s.).-Cl:l•JN!'I] 
On the masc, pl. ending, cf. Na. J12, Ko. 253j.- ',:,N•] Impf. of vivid repre
sentation of past event, Dr. § 27 (1) (a); GK. 107 d; H. 20, 1 a.-cu] Cf, 
other names for locust, all of which are likewise descriptive terms: n::iiN (Jo, 
1• 226), J~',, (Na. J16), ',,on (Jo. 14 Is. 3J4), JJn (2 Ch. 718), ',1',1 (Dt. 
:z842), Jl (Is. 334). -10, CIJJ] :i =against; for other cases cf. Gn. 1612 2 S. 
2417• -Cll] For other cases of CJ,' in this sense, cf. Is. 2511 347 Je. 611 Na. 
3H Ps. 661•. - 11. o.:i:i] J partitive, among you, some of you; cf. Nu. u 17 

Zc. 616.-nJD;'ICJ] An old inf. form in the cstr. relation with 'N, GK. 115 d; 
Barth, NB. 171 c, a; Ki:i. 233 c; as an inf. it governs o,o·r,N as a direct 
object, GK. 115 d. We. regards this old inf. followed by the general title 
c,;,',1-1 as an indication of an old and not distinctively Israelitish idiom. -
S1~] A Hoph. ptcp., ii appearing in the sharpened syllable. 

12, 13. Therefore you shall suffer. What I Prepare for the 
worst. It is Yahweh who speaks. 

The remaining strophes of the poem have suffered greatly in their text, 
It may be accepted, in general, that a part of v ,112 and all of v.18 are from the 
hand of a later writer (so Duhm, Theo/. 109; Oort, ThT, XIV. u7/; 
We., Sta. G VI. I. 571; Taylor, DB.; Lohr, Che. in WRS. Proph. XV, 
and EB. I. 153; Bu. Jew. Enc.; Now,, Co. Einl. 176; Baud. Einl. 5og; 
Marti; but on the contrary see WRS. Proph. 400; Kue. Einl. II. 347; 
Mit., Hoffm. ZA W. III. 103; cf. GAS. I. 201 ff.; Dr. II8 f.). It may be 
supposed that the original poem contained a conclusion, predicting a punish
ment more severe than any of those which had been described; that this 
prediction was in form consistent with the strophes which preceded, though, 
of course, without the refrain; that the later editor, for one or more of several 
reasons which might be given, substituted the present concluding lines, which 
are general in character, for the more specific statement in the original; that 
this later editor, here as everywhere, ignored, consciously or unconsciously, 
the poetic form of the production which he thus modified. It is not strange 
(contra We.) that the conclusion here, as perhaps in Is. 9, should thus be 
broken off. We may well understand that in a multitude of cases the closing 
words of earlier sermons, having lost in later times the direct and specific 
reference which they were intended to convey, have given place to utter• 
ances presenting more modern thought and form. In view of this we need 
not be surprised to find that while vs,lZ· 13 as thus modified contain eight 
lines (the number for two strophes), they are so constructed that, except by 
a transposition which is more or less violent, the division is 3 + 5 instead of 
4+4, 
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12. ri::,] l:T kaec: Qt :,i::,. Oort ( TkT. XIV. 117) regards the phrase 
t,N"'III>' ••• n::, as due to dittography.- ,::, .:ipp] 6 'll"h11• ll-n; l:T postquam autem 

!6 ? ~ I~; 'A. iicrupo•; 0. lcrxiiTo•; Qt N1 N!;)"J.INi, r;i;il:! N~'1 '111'.\ 
':'I~ .,i!Y,~; Elh. drops the clause 1' nwpN nNr ,::, :ipp as a gloss on the preceding 
clause. Oet, regards the first two clauses as doublets, but suggests also that 
the original text may have read ,N"'IW• Q'\:'~ rill? ,:, :ipv, with second clause p', 

,., nii>)1N n:,. Oort (Em.) inserts I before :ip)l.-nN"'lp',] 6 TOD fr,KitAEtcrllii,= 

N'li?~ (Va,); $5 J~~? ( == 6, perhaps T1t:! N"'lp'?, Seb.); Qt !~?JN H~~i27 
-:,~7~i H1;'1iH; 'A. Ka.Tl•ii•n; l:. == ut adverseris; 0. Els ci'l!"ciPT,io-,,.-13. "'111' 

c,,n] 6 n•p•wv fjpOPT1/P, reading ,on (Va.), or .:1!1' (cf. :i~:i, .:l'lll; cf. Na. 

21 La. 24, Vol.) and ll)l"1h (Va. Vol.) ; SS 1~ for "'l!i' as well as H'j:l. -
ln\!'-nr.] 6 TilP xp,crTil• iiirroD = in\!"r;, or in•~9; so also Syr.-Hex. 'A. Tls ii 
oµ,Xlii ciVToD; l:. Til rf>W"11/J-4 iiuToD; 0. To• hO"fOP ciuTov; '.Ef eloquium suum: 

Jo ~-"' .. ai ~ ( =1n:i111 nD, Seb.); m; '1:l'"'l;IJl n~ ( = 1ri1Vpc). Oet. 

regards 'nll '"' 'JO as a marginal gloss and reads ;~~pi;i for 1n11>-nll. Hoffm., 
ZA W. III. 103, "In~ (? '!?) ni;i:;,~~ "'l'JQl, seeking thereby to bring the clause 
into harmony with the context. Hal. mi;'o T"1H ,,1nD1, - n!l•J1 "'lnti>] 8" 
inserts Keil; so some Hebrew MSS.; so also Oort, TkT. XIV. u7; • A. 
renders no•)l by xuµ4, flood; l:. icr'll"epii•, evening; '.£f jaciens matutinam 

"" 'P' 9' *l> 

nebulam: :6 ~ 1~ ~-

12. Therefore] In view of the failure of Yahweh's previous 
judgments to bring Israel to terms. -Thus will I do to thee] The 
threat is addressed to each individual of the nation, and thus 
becomes more vivid. But what is the threat implied in the word 
thus 1 It does not refer specifically to the punishments proposed 
in the preceding statements, e.g. 42-3,* nor to punishments of such 
a character in general, t nor to a complete destruction like that 
just cited in the case of Sodom and Gomorrah. t But as always 
in the case of thus in Amos,§ and as evident from the tense of the 
following verb, II the reference is to the future.,r The prophet 
thus theatrically •• predicts the final punishment, a punishment all 
the more severe because it is left thus indeterminate. Whether of 
purpose or not, the form is that of the Hebrew oath, God do so to 
me and more also if, etc. (r K. 22'l), which is most terrible in its 
significance because of its indefiniteness. - Because I will do tkzs] 
The words "this" and "thus" refer to the same thing; i.e. 
because this punishment, so terrible in its nature, is to come upon 

• Contra Ros., Schro,, Mau., Hd. t Os. 
§ Ba. 11 Ke. 'II So Now., Mit., GAS., Dr, 

tGeb. 
ffEw. 
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you. - Prepare to meet thy God] This can scarcely refer to a rising 
up in preparation like that of an accused person when the judge 
approaches* or when sentence is about to be pronounced.t Nor 
does the injunction have reference simply to the hard fate which 
is before them, t the inevitable doom ( cf. J e. 4614 Ez. 2214) which 
the nation could not escape, whatever might be true of the indi
vidual.§ It is not a challenge, II calling upon Israel to endure 
Yahweh's anger. It is, in accordance with the whole spirit and 
purpose of prophecy, a call to repentance (cf. @, to call upon thy 
God), in other words the spiritual application of the threat ; for 
every prediction of disaster was in itself an exhortation to repent
ance, in order that, if possible, the disaster might be averted. 
Whatever befell the nation, there was an opportunity for the 
repentant individual to receive divine favor.1 -13. The logical 
connection between v.12 and v.13 is somewhat uncertain. To make 
v.m a challenge and translate i:ia, But (remember),-who 
formeth mountains, etc., II is un-Hebraic. The strophic arrange
ment would be satisfied, and a good thought obtained by combin
ing 120 and 13d thus, (120

) Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel, 
(13d) Yahweh, God of Hosts is his name; (raa) for behold, etc.] 
In any case, an ellipsis in thought must be supplied, e.g., Prepare 
to meet thy God, 0 Israel ! (and do not doubt his power to bring 
the threatened punishment). For, lo I he forms the mountains] 
" By his power the visible world, with all its grandeur, exists '' 
(Ps. 104~.**-And he creates the wind] The invisible world,tt 
not the spirit of man. H -And he tells man what is his thought] 
This seems out of place in the midst of an utterance, all the other 
members of which refer to nature. Its uncertainty of meaning is 
attested by the variety of interpretations accorded to it, e.g. @ his 
Messiah; S!, how great is his glory; m; what are his works; JJ his 
declaration; his (God's) thought to man,§§ his (man's) thought to 
him; 1111 and the attempts to emend the text (v.s.). Hirscht pro
poses to take ciit as a proper name and interpret it in view of 
Gn. 311.-He makes dawn darkness] Not dawn and darkness;1,-

• Ew. t Reu. t Suggested by Jus. § Hd. II Mit. 
'II So Cal., Os., Geb., Jus., Ros., Ba., Pu., Ke., Dr. ** Bauer, Jus., Ros., Schril. 
tt Ros., Ew., Hd., Pu., and most comm. tt Cal., Geb., Or. §§ Geb., Ew. 
1111 Cal., Jus., Schril., Hd., Ke., Dr. 'll'll Qli., fol. by Cal., Geb., Jus., Ke., et al, 
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rior spiritual light and darkness,• but either he changes dawn into 
darkness, i.e. the change from day to night,t or from night to 
day, t or better, the change of day at the approach of a storm 
(Ps. 189). § - He treads on the heights of the earth] i.e. goes forth 
in storm and thunder (cf. Mi. 1

3 Jb. i Matt. 584). 

12. p~] Very similar in meaning to p ~)). In usage, however, they vary, 
p~ being often used as in this case where the inference is important and of 
a threatening character, and also having sometimes the meaning, nevertheless 
(Je. 52); cf. Ew.8 353b (2).-M:,J Regularly refers to something that follows 
(BSZ., BDB., and SS., s.v.; Ko. 332 b, and Stil. 112); rarely of something 
present, Is. 208.-,:, Ji'V] Cf. the same expression in 2 S. 1210, and the similar 
"111111 Ji')) in Gn. 2218 266 2 S. rt!; cf. Ko, 389 n, and Sti!. 171.-rao] Neut., 
H.2, 3a; GK.122q.-c,-,n] Art.om.,H.5,4; GK.126h; Ko.277b.
c,11] Here collective, H. 1, 2.-ne,i;J On the ptcp. in cstr. with the object and 
governing product in acc., see GK. n6 g, N. 2; Ko. 241 j.-l"ID''P "1nlt'] 
Double obj. H. 31, 6, rm. c; Ko. 327w,-'!"\;9] \, is the archaic ending of 
fem. cstr.; cf. GK. 87 s; Ew.8 211 d. The form is b:i-m0 -the, perhaps a mis
taken vocalization for M-m8-the, the 8 written defectively, Ols. 164 b; 
GK.951J. 

§ 8. A dirge announcing Israel's coming destruction. 5H s. 9• 

A lamentation is pronounced : "Israel shall fall, her forces shall 
be reduced to a tenth; for she has disobeyed Yahweh's direct 
command, 'Seek me; not Bethel, nor Gilgal, nor Beersheba l ' " 
and now again it is commanded,' Seek Yahweh, lest ye perish.' 
[Who speaks? The creator of the luminaries, the controller of 
the seas, the destroyer of the strong.] 

The original poem consisted of six strophes (vs.141). The second and 
third strophes are elegiac in their movement, a short line ( dim et er) follow
ing a longer line (trhneter). Bu., ZA W. II. 30, considers only the second 
strophe to be elegiac; so Mit., 125; Dr. 175. The l"ll'i' (dirge) was a formal 
composition, somewhat artistically constructed, the second or shorter line 
being intended to echo the first," producing a plaintive, melancholy cadence.'; 
To the six original strophes were added, by a later hand, two strophes, each 
having four trimeters. V.7 belongs to the section which follows, and should 
precede v.10• The addition is after the analogy of the insertion already 
noticed in 418• There is, notwithstanding the statements of Oort (v.i.) and 
Volz, entirely satisfactory connection between vs,4-6 and vs.1:-3. 

• Grotius, Geb., Dathe. tGun. tor. § Mit., Dr. 
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V. 1-3. Israel shall fall, nroer again to n'se ,· only a tenth shall 
survive. 

1. :,m '1Jin] 6 adds 1wplov, perhaps substituting :i,n, for :im (Va,).-n•:i 
':iH"III?'] 61:T join with following v. and make subj. of :,',.0i. - 2. 011,] QI; adds H~t 
H')i:1 = in one year. - ':iH"III'' n~,m] 8F join with nrur,J; QI; assembly. - :inciH] 
.$ om, suf.; 6 has his.-3. :,in, •JiH '1!:IH /'IJ •J] To be transferred to v.1 to 
follow ,tc,ru•, thus relieving (I) a serious interruption in the thought of vs.2. 3, 
(2) the lack of a line in one strophe and superfluity of a line in another, 
Baumann om. -'1•,m] 6F.$W add/rom which, thus making 'l'H subj. of nKJ•n, 
-"l'Hll'ti] 6F have passive(= '1!:tfi'I) with /'IKD as subj. (Vol., so also Gr.); 
.$~ have Hithpa'el, while .SFW insert in it; so also in v,3b,-',Hitv, n•:i':>] 
To be transferred to fol, m,10, thus conforming to the 1"1l'i' measure (so Now.; 
Llihr places it after nw, v.8; Gun. and Oet. regard it as a repetition from v.'). 

1. Hear this word.] The beginning of a new discourse, intended, 
if possible, to strike terror to the hearts of the people and thus 
lead them to repentance. Such a message, uttered in the pros
perous days of Jeroboam II., would certainly seem to be in con
trast with the time in which it was uttered. - Which I take up 
against you, even a dirge] This rendering is to be preferred to 
(1) as I uplift a dirge, making iivN =as;• or (2) because I uplift, 
etc., t since it is the more simple and at the same time accords 
better with the versification. The word "take up" (Nit'~) i.e. 
on the lips, is found in the technical term Nip!;, so often used by 
the prophets; it means "to pronounce," "to denounce," and is 
used regularly of a dirge Ge, 729 Ez. 191, etc.). Just as in the case 
of an individual's death there was uttered a lamentation (cf. 
2 S. 1

17 Ez. 2812 322 z Ch. 3525
) so here, the death of the nation 

being assumed, the mourner utters the dirge-song. This dirge is 
not restricted to v.2

, t nor does it include the entire chapter,§ but 
is contained in vs.28nd 3

• - 0 house of Israel] The ;trtil!n: connects 
these words with the preceding, as against (.filT (v.s.), thus greatly 
increasing the pathos of the appeal.-For thus says the Lord Yah
weh] Transferred from v.8

, introducing in the most solemn way the 
sad and severe announcement which is to follow. -2. Shall fall] 
The certainty of the event being indicated by the use of the per
fect. Very unreasonable is the interpretation which renders the 

•Ba., We. tOs.,Hi. 
t Dahl, Ros,, Hd., Hi., Ew., Bu., Ba., Pu., GAS., Dr. § Kl., Schro. 
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perfect literally, and has fallen, and upon this basis rejects vs.1-a,• 
because, as a matter of fact, Israel did not fall until after the reign 
of Jeroboam II. The expression is used of violent death (e.g. 
2 S. 119·M·21), especially of death in battle, and of loss of honor or 
possessions (e.g. 2 S. 1 10 Ps. 10

10 Pr. 1128). For its use of nations 
cf. Is. 219 Je. 518• -Not to rise again] i.e. as a people; the 
prophet always held out hope of pardon and mercy to indi
viduals. - Virgin Israel] In personifications the word "virgin" 
is used alone with no other name besides Israel (Israel never 
occurs with "daughter" in this sense); aside from this passage, 
this expression is found only three times,t viz. Je. 1813 314

•
21

• The 
explanations of the phrase, used here for the first time, may be 
classified according as the principal thought is found in (I) the 
figure of chastity, whether political chastity, i.e. as being free, 
unconquered, independent of other powers t (cf. the use of 
"daughter" in the same sense, and sometimes in combination 
with "virgin," in connection with Idumea, La. 422

; Judah, La. 1 15 

2 1.../1; Egypt, J e. 4611· 19-24 ; Babylon, Is. 4 71.S Zc. 2 7 ; Jerusalem, 
Is. 3 712 ; in La. 2 13 and J e. 1818 the reference is to Jerusalem before 
her capture), or religious chastity, i.e. freedom from contaminating 
contact with other gods;§ or (2) the idea of the delicacy and 
self-indulgence of the people; II or (3) the idea of collectivity, 
the feminine being used to convey this thought, -in this sense it 
has been taken (a) as a designation of the people in general; 'if 
(b) as a poetic term for state ( cf. Is. 3 i' Je. 1417 2 K. 1921

) ; (c) as 
the designation of a city, and usually the chief or capital city of 
the kingdom, Samaria, or Jerusalem.** It here refers to northern 
Israel tt (in Isaiah, Jerusalem), and is employed to mark the con
trast between Israel's past and future condition. - She shall be 
hurled down upon her own soz1] A stronger figure than that con
tained in fallen; the description is expanded in Ez. 295 (leave thee 
(thrown) into the wilderness), 324 (leave thee forsaken upon the 
land); there is no thought of an uprooted and prostrate tree, U 
nor of a depraved woman in difficult child-birth.§§ She will be 
left to die where she has fallen. - With none to raise her up] An 

• Oort, Th. T., XIV. u8. t Mit. 
j: Geb., Har., Hi., Hd., Ke., Now., Dr. 
§ 0s. II Cal., Pu. 

'ii Va., Ros. !! Geb. 
** Schro., Ew. §§ Har. 
tt Mit., Now., GAS. 
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advance upon what has preceded, for not only will she not be 
able to raise herself, but no one else will be able to render her 
assistance. The Jewish interpreters in general follow m:, and 
regard the calamity as of temporary character. - 3. The city that 
goeth forth a thousand having (but) a hundred left] The two 
circumstantial clauses of this verse add to the picture portrayed in 
v.2 an additional feature, viz. the ninefold decimation of the forces 
sent out to war, a terrible slaughter. The statement is general, 
the city being any city in the kingdom. The thousand refers not 
simply to the levy or census,* but to the warriors who marched 
out for war.t While it is evident that in Amos's time the basis 
of military enrolment was the towns and villages, in earlier days 
it was tribes and families. t For allusions to similar companies, 
cf. 1 K 812 2 S. 181• 4 2 K. u 4· 19 Ex. 1821 etc,§-0/ the house of 
Israel] Transferred (v.s.). 

1, "\11111] Depends for its construction upon nJ'i'; if as a pronoun it 
refers to "\Jin, nJ'i' is either iu apposition with it, or an acc. of purpose, 
GK. 131.f; Ko. 327v, 384c (Now.); but if "111>11 ="as" (Ew.8 334a, Ba., 
We.), ni•j) is the acc. after N1Vl; the former is preferable.-1111-'J] Ptcp. of 
immediate future, GK. I 16p; since the lifting up of a word, or of the voice, 
is but an Oriental phrase for utterance or speech, perhaps the word spea.f would 
fairly represent 111VJ; cf. S1j) Nll'l ( = S,i' C•"ln, S,i' Jm), Ju. 97 ; also 1111>J alone, 
Is. 37 422• 11 (see, however, Paton, JBL. XXII. 201-7).-l"ll'i'] The verb l!'i' 
is doubtless a denominative from nJ•i'• A plausible derivation (Tlus.), for 

nJ'i' is the Arabic root 0G, to forge, devise, hence a skilfully wrought 
production, so named either from its poetic form, or from its contents as 
glorifying the dead (Wetzstein, Zeitsch. f. Ethnologie, 1873, pp. 270 ff.). Bu. 
prefers the former reason (ZA W. II. 28). This derivation from the Arabic 
is ~o,!lbted by some (e.g-. Ba.). The closest parallel is found in the Syriac 

1~, which means both song and elegy. We may also compare Eth. 
iiJ,I, : song, and ~If: to sing. The nJ'i' is an elegy, a poem of lamenta
tion, thus distinguished from 'l')/, which means sometimes a song of lament, 
but sometimes simply the cry of mourning (Je. 3115); cf. the vb. in I S. 72. 
l"ll'i' is used commonly, as here, with ll!t'l (Je. 729 99 Ez. 191 2611 272. Sf 

2812 3:!2); with l1'i' (2 S. 117 Ez. 3216), and with ~r;/?. With Nll'l, ',JI gen
erally precedes the person or thing which is the object of lamentation, but 
sometimes ',11 (Ez. 191 2782); S9 is sometimes used of the place (Je. 729). 

For the importance of elegies among Oriental nations, cf. Wetzstein (v.s.) 
and the Arabic work, Hamasa, 365-497. The principal rhythm of the l"ll'1' 

•Ew. t Hd., Ba., Schegg. tWe.,Now. § Cf. Benz. Arck. 359-
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is ·a long line followed by a shorter one, the favorite measures being 3 and 2 

words, 4 and 2, and 4 and 3. However, a Ml'i' may be written in another 
measure, and the Qtnah measure may be used for other poems, as a later 
usage. On Q!nah rhythm, see Bu. ZA W. II. 6 ff., 38--45; III. 299 f.; XI. 
234ff.; XII. 26r ff.; and in Preuss. Jakrbucker, r893, pp. 46o ff.; Ley, SK., 
1896, p. 637; DHM. Propk. I. 209; Kii. Stil. 3r5 ff.; BDR s.v. The 
principal examples of the 1'1J'i' in the O.T. are the following: the Book of 
Lamentations; Is. 14Hl Ez. 191-lf 2615--17 272--00 2812--19 (doubtful) 32:1-18 Je. 99, 

and several separated vs. following, Is. 4514--26 Ps. 137 2 S. 119-27 i'f. (the 
last two not in the technical measure) 2 K. 1g2I-28 (= Is. 372211',) Is. 1.21-23 

Ho. 67ft'. Am. 810.-~N,iv' n•:i] Vocative; not subj. of ;,~iJJ (v,2),-S. M~lll] 

Proph. pf., H. 191 2; GK. 106 n; Dr. § 14. -•pc,in N~] Impf. in contrast 
with preceding pf., used to intensify the idea that the destruction will be 
permanent, H. 20, 2, rm. b; Dr. § 36; on the inf. with 'l'Dln, H. 36, 3 (2); 
GK. 120a; Kii. 399b.-n~,n:i] On the cstr. state, GK. 128k; Ko. 337g. 
-:"ID•pc_ l'N] Circ. cl., H. 451 2 e; on force of l'N, Ko. ,361 d, 402 m.
S. ,,v;,] Stands first, not because emphatic, but in a circ. cl., H. 45, 3, 
rm. d. - nN1,;i] On art. with ptcp., H. 41 3 /; here joined poetically to ,,;im, 
the city being thus represented as going out to war. - 'J~N] Acc. of limitation, 
or specification, H. 33, 3; GK. 117 z; Ko. 332k; so also ii~i;i; for a similar 
construction, cf. 2 K. 52, c•·n,J, and 2 K. g25, c,,01. The same idea is ex
pressed by S with the numeral; cf. 1 S. 292.-n•:i~] Not a case of S used 
when the preceding governing word is absent, but like ,1,~ in Je. 1J18 (Hi.); 
cf. Ko. 281 n. 

4-6. Israel shall fall (vs.1--8) because she has disobeyed the 
divine command given in the past to seek Yahweh alone. [But 
even now the entreaty comes again] Seek Yahweh, lest ye perish. 

These verses contain the second half of the dirge (strophes 4, 5) and the 
concluding strophe of the original poem, somewhat mutilated. The second 
half gives the explanation of the destruction announced in the first half; 
while in the concluding strophe, the prophet, as so many times before, turns 
in exhortation to the people to do the thing, the neglect of doing which in the 
past has cost them so dearly. The logical connection of vs.4-6 becomes plain 
when -,cN (v.4) is taken as historical pf., or plup. (v.i.); and, therefore, the 
proposal to throw out vs.1-3 (Oort), or to treat v.4 as introducing a new section 
(Now.; Marti), may be rejected. 

15. ,,:ivn N~ v:iiv -,N:ii] To be transferred to the beginning of v.6; it is 
entirely rejected by Baumann, since (r) it spoils the strophic arrangement, 
(2) has nothing to correspond to it as in the case of Bethel and Gilgal; cf. 44, 
where only the two cities are mentioned; also 8H, - Jl)!V ,N)l] 8 has ilirl 
'To ,Ppea.p ,,-oil /lp1Co11; cf. same in Gn. 2681 2181, but in Am. 814 it has proper 
name. - )lN, ;,,;,,] 8 t,na.1 ws oi}x inrcip;,;:0110-a., similarly~ and W, all seeming 
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to take 11K', in the sense of )'N7 (Seb., so Hal.); 17 erit inutilis.-8. It 
■eems probable that an entire member has been lost, perhaps ':>N,iu• n•J ~.!11• 
-n',s~] 6 ,ill(J,Xd.µ-.J,11 with ')01' n•J as subj. = :i,s or .,,, (Va.) or nos, cf. 
ls. 42 ·(Vol.); l:T comburatur, similarly .S. Read ,, n•JJ r:1~ n~ref•, (so We., 
Elh., Lohr, Gun. Th. St. XVIII. 221; cf. Baumann); cf. Gun. IUKJ n71t'' (in 
his comm., but abandoned later in favor of We.'s reading; so also Gr.). 
Now. IUNJ n•~c; Oct. IUMJ n~:; Elh. lt'N ,,Srv•(?); Hal. ;,~P.:(?); Duhm (EB. 
3799) and Marti, tdN :ir,I;, nSs,. -;,'1,11] 6 adds aV'T6v. 

0

Now. om. as gloss. 
-'l'N n,:iS] 6 Tcji ol'rci,: 'Icrpa'4X (cf. Ho, I016); one cod. has Tcji 'Icrpa'l}X; so 
also one cod, of Kenn. SK,rv•S, and one of de R. S11,rv• n•:iS (so also Dathe, 
Gr., Now., Elh., Hal., Lohr, Oort Em.). 'A. and :Z. Tcji Ba,8-,jX; 0. Tcji o!,ci,: 
B1:u6'4X. Hirscht explains the reading ,11,rv• as due to a marginal note by a 
reader contrasting JIN n•J and ,rv, n•J, which resulted in the blending of n•J 
iz,, and SN n•J into ,11,v, n•J. \Ve. and Now. om, 7N n•J7 as a gloss; Marti 
transposes it to v.7• Oet. transposes thus: '!l )'Ml S11iz,, n•J ;,SJKl. Lohr 
rejects v.66 as an interpolation based on 1\ and introducing a thought entirely 
foreign to Amos. 

4. For thus said Yahweh to the house of Israel] The prophet 
has just described the coming desolation. This description sug
gests at once the question, Are we not zealously engaged in the 
worship of Yahweh? Why are we then to suffer? The answer is 
furnished: 'Yahweh in times past spoke thus and thus,-com
mands which ye have disobeyed.' The verb is not to be rendered 
saith, but said, referring to the injunctions of the past. The dirge 
may well describe the occasion of the impending calamity. The 
ordinary interpretation which makes this an exhortation uttered 
by the prophet, after announcing the calamity,* takes away the 
force of the most impressive portion of the piece, and compels 
the prophet to give two exhortations in practically the same lan
guage (see v.6 ).-Seek me] A common phrase for the expression 
of religious desire implying worship and obedience, and used alike 
of God and idols.t-And ltve] i.e. that you may live, implying that 
the danger ahead may not be averted otherwise; cf. Is. 1

19 Am. 515
• 

The life of course includes national life and prosperity (Baur). For 
other examples of two imperatives used in this way, either condi
tionally, if you seek me you will certainly live, the conclusion being 

• Nearly all comm. 
t Besides !&',,, the word here, !Vi'J is also used in the same sense; cf. Ps. 24• 

Is. 81~ 556, The exact meaning here as gathered from the context is to ma.Re effort 
to 069 nis will and lo fra+/i.se a richteous lift. 
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thus rendered more certain, or as an action with a purpose, seek me 
in order that you may live, the request being thus emphasized, cf, 
Gn. 4218 I K. 22

12 
2 K. 513 Je. 2717 Am. 514. There is no reference 

to the future life, nor, perhaps, even to spiritual life.* -6. And 
to Beer-sheba do not ( ye shall not) cross over] (v.s.), This line, 
probably corrupt, must be transferred to precede the line anrl do 
not seek Beth-el, which is required by the chiastic arrangement of 
the next strophe. Several explanations have been given of the 
lack of a corresponding line, as in the case of Gilgal and Beth-el, 
e.g. a pun is evident in the very word l.l!l'el .,k!l = '!lit' .,k!l = fount 
of captivity; t or, Beer-sheba is omitted because, being in Judah, 
it was not destroyed when Samaria fell; t or because Amos is 
prophesying only to the ten tribes ; § or because no suitable paro
nomasia could be found for Beer-sheba, 11 If the present text is 
accepted, we must understand that the Israelites of Amos's day 
were not satisfied with visiting the sanctuaries of the North, but 
were so zealous in their worship as to cross over the border-land 
of their own territory 1 and penetrate as far south as the ancient 
sanctuary of Beer-sheba, thirty miles southwest of Hebron on the 
road to Egypt. Beer-sheba played an important part in the sto
ries of the patriarchs, cf. Gn. 21a. 31• 33 2623• 88 2810 461 ; there is no 
authority for Driver's statement, "in Amos's time it was a popular 
resort for pilgrims from N. Israel," unless it is found in 814 (a 
doubtful text). After the captivity it was again occupied (Ne. II2f). 
This worship was strikingly inconsistent with the assumption of 
Jeroboam I. that Jerusalem was too far away from the Northern 
tribes to be the place of central worship. The most extreme 
form of corrupt worship, viz. that at Beer-sheba, is thus placed in 
contrast with the true attitude commended. - Ye shall not seek. 
Beth-et] i.e. visit for the purpose of exercising rites and ceremo
nies. -And Gilgal ye shall not enter] Reference has already been 
made to these places as the seats of sanctuaries. - For Gilgal shall 
surely go into exile] The Gilgal, in which they now take such de
light, will be laid waste.**-And Beth-et shall become (Beth)aven] 

• Contra Pu,, Ke. ! Jer., Hi, II Ros. 
t Har. § Ba., Ke. 'II Jer., Har., Ros., Hi., Ba. 
ff The alliteration of the original :,~J• :iSJ ~J~J:, cannot well be indicated in a 

translation. Cf. Ew., Gilgal wird Galle weinm; Ba., Gilcal gillie mtgilt es; Or., 
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The word Jilt has been variously taken as meaning fttJttght, • idtJl
atry, t iniquity t (cf. Ho. 41S 58 1d) ; trouble;§ in a recent transla
tion it is rendered des Ieufe!s. II It is better to understand it as 
an abbreviation 1 of 1i1t M'!l, the PK in either sense being the oppo• 
site of 1,1t (Beth-el). Cf. Hoffmann's suggestion** that the wor• 
ship of the Northern kingdom had many Egyptian elements, such 
as the calf, that Yahweh was identified with Ra', and Beth-el with 
On, the sacred city. Hence the use of J'ilit by Hosea and Amos 
has a double sense; here" your On-Beth-el will become Aven, delu• 
sion.'' It is of importance to note that not far from Beth-el, close 
to the edge of the desert, there was a village (the site of which is 
now uncertain) named Beth-aven (cf. Jos. 72 1812 I S. 1J5 142:l) ,tt 
- 6. The dirge being now completed, it is the natural thing for 
the prophet to utter an exhortation. This, found in v.6, completes 
the piece. But, unfortunately, one line seems to have been lost ; 
perhaps it read, And now, 0 house of Israel; seek Yahweh and 
live] i.e. do as he long ago bade you. -Lest he cast fire on Joseph's 
house] U The wrath of God is represented by fire (Dt. 3222 Ez. 
2221

). Joseph, as well as Ephraim, is often used for Northern as 
distinguished from Southern Israel ( cf. 2 S. 19211 Ob.18 Zc. 106 ; 

Joseph, without house, occurs in Am. 515 66 Ez. 3?16 Ps. 7861). -

For Beth-e!] @, some Mss., and the demands of the parallelism 
incline some (v.s.) to read for Israel; but the reading of :P[m'. is 
satisfactory, Beth-el being the centre of the religious cultus; cf. 
2 K. 2217 Is. 1 31 Je. 44. § 

4. The Hebrew could not distinguish !ias said (inde£), lias just said (pf. 
•Of immediate past), from the historical said; the latter is intended here, H. 
16, 1; Dr. §7, GK. 106d.-1•ni •J1111,,] H. 48, Sb; Dr.§ 152, I; GK. 

Die Rollstadt rollt von dannen; Mit., Gilgal skall go into galling captivity; We., 
Gilgal wird :,um Galgen geken; GAS., Gilgal skall taste tke gall of e:rile. Cf. 
Ho. 1212 for a similar alliteration of the same letters ; and for other cases Is. 1o29 

I,s9 Je. 61- Mi. 110. ll, 14. lS Zp. 24. 

"' Mich., Jus., Ros., Ba., Or. l Ew. 0 We.; cf. GAS. 
t Hd., GAS. § Dr. "J Hi., Mil. 
ff ZA W. III. 105 f. tt GAS., art. "Beth-aven," EB. 
tt :lllll!i: n~J' has been translated advance(Cal.) ,pass tlirougk consuming all (Har,, 

Jus., Hd.), destroy (Dahl), kindle (!!Ii and '.F, v.s.). The translation adopted, which 
seems better, rests upon the suggestion that n and , are easily confused in sound, 
while the , of ll'K, is inserted after the analogy of ditto~phy. 
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110 /.; Ko. 364 k. w,, and rv~.~ are practically synonymous ( cf. Ez. 34"); and 
are used alike of seeking Yahweh and of seeking idols ( eg. Lv. 1981 Is. 198 Dt-. 
1811 Je. 82 21 2 Gn. 2522, etc.). For original force of both see BSZ. and BDB. 
An early meaning, resort to, seems to appear in Am. 55 Dt. 126 2 Ch. 16, 

Both words were used commonly of consulting the deity, through an oracle 
or through a prophet, in reference to matters of all kinds, religious and secu
lar (Ex. 1816 1 S. 99 2 K. 311 88 Ez. 201. a, etc.). From this usage came the 
broader meaning of seeking in prayer and worship and, in general, striving to 
act in accord with the divine will (Dt. 429 Ho. 56 Zp. 23 Ps. 4017 697 1053, 

etc.). In prophetic speech rv,, is much the more common word of the two 
when used of religious affairs.-5. ,iu,,n ,11] Deprecation, H. 41, 1 b; Dr. 
§ 50 (a) Obs.; GK. 152/; Ko. 352g., but cf. 11S (with 111.:in) prokibition.
S1SJn1 S11n•:i] marks the chiasm; perhaps 11, after ,J,Jn is due to a desire 
not to repeat the sound al. - .,,J, nSJ] H. 28, 3 a; GK. u3 n ; Kli. 329 1·. 

-,JSJn •::i] Note masc. form of the vb., though the feminine is more usual 
with names of towns ; Ko. 248 c. The subj, first because emphatic, so ,11n•:i; 
note the chiastic order of the proper names in 00, as compared with that in 
h, -6. nSi,] v.s. The difficulty is twofold (I) the use of n,i with acc. of 
the person, when it is regularly followed by S; or ,11 (cf. Ju. 1419 15H I S. 
1a8), being used with the acc. in the sense of to reach, 2 S. 1918 ; and (2) the 
fem. vb. nS:i11 which points to !VII ; hence the many emendations proposed 
(v.s.), Margolis (AJSL. XVII. 171), however, defends nSi, (but reads i:111:i) 
on the basis of the usage of n,i in Ecclus. 810, where it is followed by n,n1:i 
{a mistake for n,nJ:i; cf. 6) and rendered kindle by 6,-'Jo,, n•.:i] Subj., 
not obj.-nS:i11] Fem. as ref. to rv11.-,1m•:i'?] Correct, notwithstanding 
We. et al., v.s.; not acc. ('=sign of acc.) after :i.:i:io (cf. Hd.), not to be 
connected with :iS:i11 (Mau.); but. dat. of adv. or disadv.; cf. Ez. 3711; 
GK. n9s. 

8, 9. Who is it that you are asked to seek? Yahweh is his 
name, the creator of the luminan·es, the controller of the seas, the 
destroyer of the strong. 

This addition from a later hand, "to relieve the gloom of the prophetic 
picture," falls into two strophes, each of four trimeters. It bears the general 
character of the additions found in 413 9~- 8, and resembles in style the 
Deutero-Isaiah (cf. Is. 4022£). Note (1) the use of participles, and (2) the 
peculiar words; cf. Stickel, Hiob 276; Che. EB. I. 153 n. 3. Vs.8 and 9 

are placed by Elh. after 27f.. Their lack of connection with v. 7 is generally 
acknowledged (so Ew., followed by GAS., who places them before v.7 ; Gr., 
who would place v,8 after 418; Oet., who suggests the alternative of the end 
of the chap.; Che. EB. I. 153, who places them after 418; Now., who re• 
gards them as a misplaced gloss on v. 6 ; Dr., Marti, and others, who treat 
them as an interpolation; cf. Baumann). 

I 
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8. 1011' :,1:,•J To be transferred to the beginning of v.8, some preceding 
word being lost ; or perhaps the line may be filled from tJ; = Let then be ftar 
in the preunce of kim wko, de. Two codd. of Kenn. add l71N.ll and two codd. 
of 6 read, Yahweh, God of hosts.- 1:nc,:i, Mc•:i] 6 'll'cl"1'a teal µerM,cevclfwv = 
:ii::,91 s~ (Vol.); 'A. 'ApKTOiJpo11 ,ca.l 'Oplwva.; 2:, IU..etclaa.s Ka.I if.tr'Tpa.; '.B' Arctu
rwn et Orionem; e. IL\«claa. Ka.I ltr1repov ; tl: NS10:i1 :,c,,; .S 1-'~0 ~
- l7l.li7!] Read mc7~ (cf. Ps. 23t) foll. 6 O'K1clP (Va.), not ',',1 (Vol.); '.B' tent• 

bras; but S 1~~ ~ (see BDB.),-n',,',] Read n',,',',, with ten codd. 
Kenn. and seven de R. (so Dathe, Mit.,Oort ThT. XIV. uS, Elh.).-Ni1~n 
c,,:,-,cS] tJ; = who commands to gatker great armies like the waters of tke sea, 
-9. J•S:icn] 6 ii a,a.,pwP = J•~11i;t! (Now.); 6Q o 6,opifwv; 'A. o tu,a,r;,,,; 
2:. rov 'll'o,oiJvra. tca.Ta.;,eMua.,; '.B' qui arridtt (subridet, cod. Am.); tl: 1JJci; 
$ ~?• Gr. o•J•;,Sc:i; Oet. '!?J!l::!; Oort 1JJC; Elh., S•iJcn; Oort 
(Em.) and Marti, N•Sllc:i.-i?I'] Read ,:iw, fol. 6 uv"1'p1µµ6v (so Ew., Hi., 
Oort, Gr., GAS., Now., Oet.). .S ~ and t!I: 1,iv,n = w1 (Seb.); '.B' vastita
tem; 2:. d<f,avLtrJLov. Hoffm., ifii here and in fol. clause. Elh., nt:'.-r;,J 8 
ltrxvv = rj, (so also Oort); '.F robustum; tl: o•D•pn; .S ~; Hoffm., 1p( ?). 
-iiv1] 6 ,ea.! ra.Xa.i'll'wpla.v; '.B' depopulationem; .S ~0; tJ; 1•m:i1; Hal. 
i:ifii1. St. would read (so also Dr. and Oort Em.) 1Jt:'l on basis of 6 and 
Is. 597 6o18 Je. 488 ; but it is better to read ,:iiv for the previous ilt' (v.s.) 
and retain ffit!I: here, since 6 employs trvvrpiJLµ6s and trvl'1'p1µ,,a. to represent 
1Jlt' twenty-three times, but ,iv only four times, including this passage, while 
the vb. ,:iiv is regularly rendered by u11"1'pl{Jw. T«X11.,.,,.u1pla., on the other 
hand, represents ,iv ten times and iJiv only thrice, while ,,w is regularly ren
dered by Ta.)..a.i'll'wpew. However, the occurrence of the phrase 1Jll'l ill' in 
Is. and Je., where 6 renders by trV"1'p, tcru Ta.).,, makes the matter somewhat 
uncertain.-is:ic] Hoffm., 1'HP(?).-NlJ•] Read N•;i:, with all the versions 
(so Va., Oort ThT. XIV. 118 and Em., Hoffm., GAS., Now., Elh., Oet., 
Hal.); 8 2:. br&.;,wv; '.F affert; .S ~; t1: ~'?Fi?• -These vs. are evidently 
not genuine. V.7 must be transferred to precede v.10, see p. 105. So Bauer, 
Ew., Or., GAS.; cf. Mit., who strains himself in the effort to connect vs.7 md 8 

(p. 129); Gun., who rejects v.7; WRS. Proph. (p. 400), who maintains that, 
though not closely connected with the immediate context, these vs. are in 
complete harmony with the general purport of the thought of Amos, and that 
the ejaculatory form is "not surprising under the general conditions of pro
phetic oratory, while the appeal comes in to relieve the strain of the intense 
feeling at a critical point in the argument." The suggestion has been made 
to transfer ,n,l1'1 from v.7, with ,! (New. v.i. p. n8), or to supply 11\'11 (Mich., 
Jus.), or mk Yahweh (Geb.), or He is the one who (Ba.); but it seems best 
to supply part of a line which shall include the words taken from the end of 
the v., viz. 1oiv :,1:,•, since this phrase could not originally have stood in the 
midst of the description. In 418 it comes a.t the close of the sentence, 



8. Whose name is Yahweh] The God who is Israel's national 
God, and who desires Israel's strongest allegiance. -The creator of 
the Pleiades and Orion J In two or three strokes the poet depicts 
the omnipotence of the God for whom he pleads. He seizes upon 
two of the heavenly constellations which are most conspicuous to 
represent, by synecdoche, the universe that is visible. They are 
referred to in Jb. 99 3ssir. ( cf. Is. 1310

) in the same way as a proof 
of God's creative power. The Hebrew name for Orion, which 
also = fool, may perhaps contain a trace of some old mythological 
notion, which held this constellation to have been "originally 
some foolhardy, heaven-daring rebel who was chained to the sky 
for his impiety."• The thought is not different from that of the 
Psalmist (88). This seems to be the meaning rather than (1) the 
interpretation of :,.Q•::, as "genial heat" and 1,•c::, as "cold," t on 
the ground that it harmonizes better with the context to speak 
of present acts than of a far-distant creation (but cf. the custom 
of the Deutero-Isaiah); or (2) that which finds the principal 
force of the utterance in the star-worship, which was not uncom
mon in Israel (cf. Je. i 8 4417

•
18 2 K. 1716 213

•
5
, cf. 23 11

), the 
thought being "do not worship the stars, but the creator of the 
stars" ; t or (3) that of :,.Q•::, as "fortune," "destiny";§ or (4) that 
which supposes the stars to have been mentioned because of their 
influence upon the weather, and because the writer wished to show 
the supremacy of Yahweh over all such forces.I! - Who turneth 
deep gloom into morning] The "darkness" thus turned is not 
the darkness of death,1 an interpretation based upon an incorrect 
pointing of ni.Q1,:l (v.i.), nor the original creation of light, t but 
the change from night to day, a most wonderful, although most 
common, phenomenon. - And day into night darkeneth] This 

•Dr.; so Di. (on Jb. 99), Che., BDB. For reference to these constellations in 
early Greek literature, cf. Hom. II. XVIII. 486--9 :-

II.l.~i.U11~ 9' 'Ya811~ ,,., 'TO n "94,or 'Oplo,,of 

"Ap1CTov 6" ~v «-a.& J.µ.p,la.v E,ri,cA710--1.v ,cd.Eot1cr1P1 

.. H 'T. «'VTc>V trrpe</>E-ro., K.o.i -r· •oplc.>-va io«eUe,., 
Oi11 a· iµ.,iop6s- EO'Tt Aot-r(M, 10.H«J!o,o. 

Cf. also XXII. 26-31, and Od. V. 272-75. 
t Parkhurst, cited by Owen in his translation of Cal. 
8 Hoffm. ZAW. III. 109. 

t Geb. § Scbller. 
'II Pu., Ke. 



supplements and explains the preceding phrase ; the idea is that 
of the regular order of nature, night succeeding day, under a great 
Director, not that of an extraordinary event like the darkness of 
the land of Egypt,* nor the shortening of the days in winter. 
- Who calleth the waters of the sea and poureth them on the face 
of the earth] Cf. Is. 4813 Jb. 3834. Are these waters the rains 
drawn from the sea and descending upon the earth (cf. Jb. 3621); t 
or the fountains and streams by which the earth is watered t (cf. 
Ee. 17 Jb. 1:..15); or an inundation, the Noachian deluge, the 
most terrible punishment in history?§ In favor of the last are 
the use of the expressions call and face of the earth, the thought 
of the following, and the typical character of the illustrations of 
Yahweh's power, as thus interpreted, viz., "Jehovah, by whom 
the . world was made, of whose will the order and harmony in 
nature are an expression, and at whose command the forces in 
nature may become as destructive as they have been beneficent." II 
- 9. Causeth violence to burst upon the strong] For the word 
l•',:i~:, (found elsewhere only in Jb. 9-g; 10w Ps. 3914 and t,•j•',:i~ in 
Je. 818) there have been suggested the following: (1) He that 
strengthens (the spoiled against the strong, so that the spoiled, or 
a waster, shall ascend upon the very fortresses;, or destruction 
( = the destroyed) against strength ( = the strong) so that (through 
him) destruction comes upon the fortress) ; * (2) He that mani
fests;** (3) He that causes to flash forth (figure taken from the 
dawn),tt cf. Is. 4711 Jo. 2 2 ; also n~:.c in Is. 429 588 ; (4) He that 
laughs at; + + the third satisfies the context in all the passages in 
which the word occurs and accords with its derivation (v.i.). On 
Hoffmann's interpretation v.i. -And causeth devastation to come 
11pon the fortress] This rendering is based upon the reading K'!:i~ 

(v.s.) instead of K1!:i', although the Qiil of K1!:i (like :i~ID) sometimes 
has a transitive meaning. 

8. :i:vv] has been treated as obj. of 1111,, to be supplied (Mich., Jus.), as 
iubject of 10:v :,1:,, (Schegg), as predicate of a sentence of which 1,n:,, to be 
supplied, is subject (Ba.). If regarded as an interpolation, its connection 
may be very loose, perhaps the answer to some implied question; cf. Ko. Sti/, 

• Geb. § Pu., Ke., Reu., Mit, ff Va. 
tJer., Cal., Os., Geb., Dahl, Ros., Or. U Mit, tt Ros., Ba., Hi. 
;tHi. ~Cal. U 'A., Jer., Schegg, Pu. 
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:214.-:io,:,J occurs elsewhere only in Jb. 99 3881 ; usually taken to mean the 
Pleiades (so' A., 2:., 0., and 6 on Jb. 3831 ), from the idea that it is similar to 

!!' '< Arab. lf./0 :r , a heap (Ba.; BDB.; Taylor, DB. III. 896). Other meanings 

given are Sirius (Stern, in Jud. Zeitschrift for Wissen. u. Leben, III. 258 ff.; 
No. in BL.; Hoffm. ZA W. III. 107 ff.) and the Scorpion (ZA. I. 264). -
i,,o;,J The derivation from ',o;, = to be strong, is very questionable, The word 
ordinarily means a fool. As used of a star it occurs only here and in Jb. 99 3831 

Is. 1J10. 'A. and :Ef and 6 on Is. 1J1° and Jb. 3831 translate by Orion, which 
is the usual meaning given; Saadia, Abulwalid, and others identify with 
Canopus. Cf., for further discussion, Wetzstein in De. Job? 501 f.; Taylor, 
DB. III. 632; R. Brown, Jr., Trans. of Ninth Congr. if Orientalists, II. 
457 f. -n,o',1] The old derivation is as a compound of nw ':iJ = shadow of 
death; so 6,' A., ~., 0. (in places); .Sm::Ef; Ges. Thes. : Schwally, Das Leben 
nack dem Tode, 194; No. ZA W. XVII. 183 ff.; BDB. The vocalization 
n-,D1! from ri',i, be dark (cf. Assyr. falmu) is also ancient, and has been 
accepted by many; Ew.8 270 c; De. and Hupfeld (on Ps. 2J4); BSZ., Gun., 
Bu. (on Jb. J5); Ko. Lehrgebaude, II. i. p. 415. Barth, NB. :259 c, would 
make the form nio;~ (cf. Marti), while We.8 proposes n\D~I after analogy 
of Arab. tzulamat. The passages in which the word is found are, besides 
this, Jb. J5 rn2lf. 1222 1616 2417 288 3422 3817 Is. 91 Je. 26 1J16 Ps. 2J4 4420 
10710. H.-n',,',] For syntax according to fflm:, cf. GK. n7 ii; Ko. 327 v. 
~ ,,vnn] A pf. of experience fol. preceding ptcp., in chiastic order with 1DM1, 
H. 18, 3; GK. 106 k.-H"11pn] The art. here; in preceding ptcps. it has been 
omitted, the first being in cstr.; cf. GK. 126b; Ko. 4nk. -o:,11v•1] Impf. with 
waw cons. fol. a ptcp. H. 24, 5; GK. III u.-9. J,',;ion] Commonly derived 

from a Heb. root akin to Arab. ~, to be bright, ~. to be bright, joyous. ~. £--· 
In all the other passages in Heb. the meaning be glad, cheerful, is usually 
assigned; cf. Schultens, Origines Hebr111111 ( l 76r); Lane, Arab. Lex. 245; 
BDB., BSZ. It is here in chiastic order with N':J'; here the impf. (indef. 
freq.) follows the ptcp. with the article, H. 2r, 3; GK. Ill u.-·nu] Hoffm., 
on the basis of an emended text, translates, he causes Taurus to rise after 
Capella and causes Taurus to set after Vindemiator. This is explained by 
the fact that Capella rises at the end of April before Taurus in May, and 
Taurus sets in November after the setting of Vindemiator in September. To 
this it is objected (We.) that this is too ordinary a matter to stand in so 
important a connection, and that if this had been the idea, the stars were so 
well known that so different a reading could not have grown up. 

§ 9. Transgressors shall come to grief. 51, 10-11• (1) A per
verter of judgment and an oppressor of the poor, Israel shall not 
enjoy the gains which she has unjustly made (vs.7·10f·). (2) Guilty 
of every sin, receiver of bribes, she . must change her life, if she-
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would live and have Yahweh's presence; vs.12-1'. (3) Only right
eousness will furnish ground for mercy, in the great calamity which 
is to bring lamentation to every heart (vs,u.-17). 

This poem consists of three double strophes, each double strophe including 
one strophe of four and one of six Jines. The first part of each double strophe 
contains a characterization of the times; the second part, introduced by 12~ 
describes the calamity which is coming upon Israel as punishment. 

7, 10, 11. Those who exercz"se injustice and shun him who 
reproves them for it, shall fo,fdt all the pn'vileges which otherwise 
would accrue to them. The reasons for placing v.1 in this con
nection are: (1) its utter lack of connection with v.6 and v.8 ; its 
natural connection with v.10

; and the fact that when joined to v.10 

it permits a strophic arrangement of the whole section at once 
simple and natural. This transposition has been adopted without 
reference to the arrangement, upon the basis of the logical con
nection.• Unsatisfactory must be regarded the attempt to connect 
it with the preceding verse as a contrast, yet ye change, etc. ; t or 
with the following verse, supplying consider at the beginning of 
v.8 ; t or to supply, Seek him, I say, ye who, etc.; § or to make it 
a gloss belonging to 612

, II a suggestion growing out of the endeavor 
to treat vs.s. 9 as original with Amos (cf. Nowack in toe.). 

'1. c•:lli:i:i] 8 o 1ro1wp = ,:vo:i (Vol.), rendering by same word as for Mlt'),' 
(v.B); cf. the different rendering of 1llM:i (v.8). Oort, on basis of 8, 1DMM 
( ThT. XXV. I2I f.; so Val.).-mv,,] 8 Eir vof,or = MS-;c, (Va.), or perhaps 
m1p',, which Oort substituted in 188o, but later (ThT., 1891) abandoned for 
Jv"c,. l:T absinthium; cf. 8 in 6lll, 11'1Kpla,.-y-1H,] New. lt'H'i,.-in•i:i] 

V 

8 sg, (so Oort and Val.); Jo ~. joined to fol. v.; Gr, •1),'•~,:,.- 10. 1Hllt'] 

Elh. •HJII', -'1))11'.:JJ 6 pl.-n•:i10J ~ (, o .;'n':::,,corrected by Seb. t"l J mo'o '>J 
cf. Syr.-Hex. and Ez. 326• -'1:iiJ 6, e.7>-6--tov = '1r!; }:, pl)µa,-o,on] 8, e., 
~cnov; }:. lf.µwp.r,,. Hoffm. C•Qn (but v. Gun.). -11. c,011'1:iJ 8 suf. 3 p. pl.; 

'\ ... 'P' _J' 

l:T diripiebatis; tJI: 1''!1!1;),H .$ ,=ib...a~, perhaps= c,001.:i (Seb.; so Hal.). 
Read C?-~1:i (so Oet., Marti) or c~1:i (We., Now., Elh., Che.EE. I. 155, Lohr). 
Gr. 1,JI!? c,00111'; Oort, c:ioc,.:i, Some MSS. read ii for id; others c:miu1.:i, 
c•:ict1.:i, c:icw 1.:i (v. de R.).-'1.:i nHrvcJ 6 liwpa iK>tEICTcf., perhaps reading 
some form of ,n.:i for ,.:i (Va,); so also Jol:T, Gr. n!'.(f~l (cf. Dt. 2410).-

• Ew., Reu., Gu., GAS., Now,; Ko, 4u f.; Marti; Gun. would drop v, 7 as an 
interpolation. t Jus. l Schro, ~ Stru. . D Kue. 
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cu,•J:,] ! makes this and or,;,raJ rel. clauses, omitting in each case the follow
ing 1.-itm] Some MSS. of Kenn. and de R. ,ori; cf. Mi. 613-J.! Zp. 111, 

7. They who turn judgment to wormwood] The leaders are 
especially meant, but the people are also not without guilt. The 
arraignment begun thus with the participle, a favorite form of 
expression with Amos, in impassioned speech, is continued by the 
finite verb ( cf. 27 413). The figure is drawn from a bitter herb, 
reckoned poisonous ( cf. 612 Je. 9111 

23
111 La. J1s. 19 Dt. 2918 Pr. 54 

Rev. 811) by the ancients. Instead of the sweetness of justice, 
the bitterness of injustice is accorded. The very institutions 
which were intended to secure justice produce injustice ( cf. La. J19 

Am. 612
). -And cast righteousness to the ground] Righteousness, 

here meaning civil justice, is personified, and represented as an 
individual thrown down, and treated with violence and contempt, 
"trampled under foot." This is stronger than the ordinary "tum 
aside justice" (Baur); cf. 2 S. 8111 Is. 5914 Je. 223.-10. They 
1,,ate] Referring, as before, to the upper classes, who have the 
administration of justice. -Him that reproveth in the gate J i.e. 
the gateway, the place where justice was administered (cf. Dt. 2211 

Ru. 41•· Ps. 12,6 Pr. 3128 I K. 2210 La. 5u); the phrase is de
pendent upon the word translated the one who reproves, £.e. the 
prophet, or the judge, who rebuked injustice (cf. Jb. xJ15 19" 
Is. 2921

) - perhaps Amos himself. - The one who speaks upnghtry] 
Not one who advocates an unblamable manner of life,* nor one 
who brings witnesses to prove his own integrity.t The word c•~i, 
is not an object accusative= one who speaks the truth ( cf. Is. 
3J1· 5

); t but an adverbial accusative (cf. Ps. 152 Pr. 2818) and 
means sincere&, blamelessry. §-They abhor] A synonym of they 
1,,ate, but stronger. II -Therefore] The mark of the second part 
of the strophe ; cf. vs. n 16 

( also 311 412
). - Because ye trample 

upon the weak] A more direct statement of the charge already 
made in vs.7· 10• -And take from h£m exactions of grain J The 
specific kind of oppression is here indicated ; the translations 
load of grain, as much as a poor man could carry on his back ;'if 
great load; •• tax placed on every one over twenty years of age• 

•Geb, 
tHar. 

tNow. 
§ Ros., Hd., Dr. 

II Hi.,Ke. 
'II Cal. 

ff Lu, 
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(cf. Ex. 3012-16
); his share,• are far-fetched. (Cf. Griitz's emen

dation ; v.s.). The word has come to be a general designation 
for gift; t it was sometimes voluntary (cf. Gn. 4334 2 S. u 8 

J e. 405
), but also sometimes involuntary ( cf. 2 Ch. 246-9 Ez. 2040). 

In the latter case, as here, it was really a tax forced from the 
poor by the rich ; t something more than a euphemism for inter
est, and called such to evade the law§ (Lv. 2581 Dt. 2J19). Cf. 
Hitzig's rendering which introduces the apodosis with this clause: 
Ye shall have to take from him a present of corn, i.e. as alms. -
Houses of hewn stone] Cf. Zp. 1 13 Mi. 615 ; houses of exceptional 
character, for the rich. -But ye shall not dwell in them] Cf. 
Dt. 2830 Is. 6522 Am. gu; there will be no opportunity to dwell in 
them, because Israel is to go into exile. - Vineyards of delight] 
Cf. Ez. 2J6· 1u3 ; Is. 3212 ; the poet pictures in the most tantalizing 
manner the dire character of the doom which confronts them. 

't. C')ll:'1:'1] Cf. above; the art. is used almost as a vocative, but the fol. vb, 
in the 3d pers. points rather to the relative usage, H. 4, 3/; GK. 126 l,; on 
tense force cf. Ko. 237 a.-m;,I,] Commonly derived from JJ.!~ = Arab. ~. 
to revile, abominate, hence the detested herb, cf. Ges. Thes. 758. The word 
is used only figuratively in the 0. T., i.e. either in comparisons (Pr. 5\ 
where it is contrasted with honey), or as a figure of apostasy (Dt. 2917), or 
injustice (here and in Am. 612), or bitter grief (Je. 910 2316 La. 3lli. 19), 

The plant belongs to the genus Artemisium and is common in Palestine, 
many varieties of it existing there. Cf. J. Lliw, Aramaische Pjlanzennamen, 
Sof.,401,421; Tristram, Nat. Hist. of Bible, 493.-,n•J;i] Pf. fol. ptcp., H. 27, 
5 b; GK. n6x; Dr.§ u7; an Aramaicized pf., GK. 72 ee.-10. INJrv] Stat. 
pf., H. 18. 2; cf. GK. 106g-,-iyw:i] According to the accent, the subj, of 1NJIV, 

i.e. those wko are in the g-ate kate him who reproves; but it is better to connect 
with n•:110.-,:ii] Cf. 6 = i;n, and note the chiastic order. -c•ori] Adv. acc., 
H. 33, S; GK. u8n.-1:ivri•] Impf. of frequentative action,-11. DJDIV1J] 

Has been taken from 01:i, oppress, the i:f being introduced to give the resem
blance of 11:h:i, be askamtd (Geb.); from 01:i. the IV being a mistake of original 
copy (Jus.), or a scribal error (Va.), or a dissimilation from DlJ (Gun,, Oort, 
BDB. p. 143); from i:fi:i = U"L?, behave proudly, abuse (Har., Hi.); from ldiJ 
= be ashamed (Tuch, on Gen, p. 213, cited by Ba.); from 11:i, being read C?.(!1J 

(0). It is ordinarily explained as a Po'el inf.; but it shouln be read c~i:nJ 
( v.s.), Qal. inf. cstr., the IV being a correction placed side by side with the 
letter corrected; cf. •o:vo;.•, Ne. u 18, and c•DIV'.Dl, Ne. i 2 ; cf. GK. 61 e.-~,] 

• Oort, TkT. XIV. r54. 
t Har., Stru., Jus., Schro., Ros., Hi,, Gun,, GAS, 

:t We., Dr., BOB. 
§ Pu •. 



v. 10 121 

',',-,, from which this is derived, means to be low, weak. It is uncertain whether 

it is the same as the root ',',.,, to hang. It is probably the same as Arab. Ji>, to 
be low, vile, and perhaps Assyr. daldlu, to be humble, obedient. Hence ',, means 
(1) weak, (2) lowly, humble,poor.-r,H,oo] Cf. Pham. riHIOC = tax, penalty; 

" ~, 
BDB. 67 3. -"'IJ J Means grain. Is perhaps similar to Arab. r, wheat. Usually 

derived from "l"'IJ = to purify. It is written "'l;t here and in Am. 86 Ps. 7216 ; else
where "I~.- ,nr,ri] Continuing the inf.0,01:i; cf. Ko. 413 d. - '!:1~] GK. 96; Sta. 
187 a. -n,rl] An abstract noun= hewing; 'lJH is to be understood as pre
ceding it; cf. Is. 99 I K. 6116 ; Ko. 243 b.-,on] Cf. reading "11:ln; on the noun 
used as here for adj., GK. 128p; for n,on in same construction, Je. i 9 12l0 
Ez. 2612 Ps. I o62i. 

12, 13, 14. Jn view of Israel's many sins of persecution and 
bribery, prudence would suggest silence, in order that life and 
Yahweh may still be hers. This double strophe has in the first 
part, as before, a description of Israel's wickedness, and in the 
second part a threat of punishment, viz. the death of the nation 
and abandonment by Yahweh. The first part has a reference to 
the "gate " as the forum of justice, and the second is introduced 
by " therefore." 

The authenticity of vs.13· 14• •nd 15 has been questioned by Oort (ThT, 
XIV. 122, who suspects only v,16 and regards l3 and 14 as belonging to 
Amos, but as originally having followed v.20), Val., Now., Volz, GAS., Lohr, 
Che. (EB. I. 154), et al. Oet. grants the late origin of v.18, but claims 
vs.lH for Amos, placing them, however, after v.24• We. also regards v,18 as 
interrupting the connection between v.12 and v.14, being only a parenthetic 
note. Elh. inserts v.12 between 511 and 218 ff"., and vs.18-16 between 216 and 
31 r.. Marti places vs.14f, after v.6, and drops v.13 as late. The reasons for 
suspecting the passage are: (1) lack of relation to v.12, since a threat 
(perhaps v.16) would be naturally expected to follow; (2) lack of con
nection with v.16, the p~ of 16 having no meaning after v.1•; (3) lack of 
unity within these vs. themselves, 16 a being a repetition of Ha, 14 and lo 

being an imitation of 5"· 6 ; (4) the use of ',,:,,or:,;, in a technical sense as 
in Pr. I019 Ecclus. 207; (5) the lack of consistency between the thought 
of v.18 and the general spirit and teaching of Amos, whose tone was bold and 
fearless, rather than of the kind to encourage silence under difficult circum
stances; (6) the nation, although treated as responsible, is only a remnant; 
but there is no time preceding 734 B.c. when this historical situation exists. 
It is to be conceded that the logical consecution of the passage is not as clear 
as might be expected from Amos; but it is possible (v.i.) to answer most, if 
not all, of these objections. If, however, these arguments are conclusive, the 



122 AMOS 

original piece is one strophe shorter, the second part of strophe 2 and the 
first part of strophe 3 being late, the original strophe 2 consisting of what is 
now strophe 2" and strophe 3 b. 

12. o:i•l"IHl:ln] Read c:i•Hl:ln, on account of the masc. c•c:ti, (We., Now., Lohr, 
Oet., Marti; cf. Elh., p. 148).-,11:i •n1,~ p•ii ,,,i] .s5 seems to have read 
•:, 1nj:I~ 'l ,,,i (Seb,); F kostu justi accipimtes munus; Qt :'1!;1?!7 1'12 l'i''l'C 
"'IJ'!'t) 11cc Hiii!? ~-,,.-11:ln "'l).'!V:J D'll•:JH1] Gr. ~!:i!:l ':J ':JH 1•,1.-18. ci•] g 
adds H!-1!'~ 0,1, 70.-nJ""I] 3 1ro11'1'Jpw11, perhaps= D•J.!"'I (Vol., Hirscht), n and 
D being similar in Aramaic script.-14. ""ltlH "'l!VH:l] 8 connects with v.:u.. 

12. Surely I know] A new strophe; Yahweh is now repre
sented as speaking; however ignorant men may be, he knows ( cf. 
Ps. 7311 Jb. 2213). -Many are your transgressions] i.e. in multi
tudes are they committed. -And great are your sins J The repeti
tion is, of course, poetical, yet the two words mark different kinds 
of iniquity, the first, deliberate rebellion; the second, habitual 
variation from the right. The position of the adjective in each is 
very emphatic. After making the general charges, the speaker 
introduces more specific arraignment. - Persecutors of the right
eous] Cf. 2 7 J9· 10 ; all the more strong because of the singular, and 
the lack of the article; the impassioned feeling is so marked that 
the speaker passes in what follows from the second to the third 
person. -Takers of bn"bes J Ordinarily '"IEl::i means ransom, the 
price paid for life by wealthy criminals (Ex. 2100 Nu. 35 31); the 
sin, if this be the meaning, consists in threatening the unprotected 
with death in order to extort from them a new ransom; • but 
here, as in 1 S. 128, the word means bribe given to the judget 
(cf. irw). - ¼'a the needy in the gate they thrust astile] Cf. 21 Ex. 
2J8 Dt. 1619 2417• In passing to the third person, there is not 
simply a "relaxing of the tension of direct invective " (Mitchell) ; 
the speaker, as if with gesture of the hand, indicates his con
tempt. f The offence mentioned was not ( 1) making the feeble 
fickle-minded by means of legal decisions,§ nor ( 2) giving un
just decision against the poor, and thus depriving them of their 
just rights ( cf. Is. 102 2921 Mai. l Pr. 18s), ll but (3) the repell
ing of those who wished to defend their cause ( cf. Is. 102) .,- -

13. .1nerefore J The mark of the second part of the double stro-

• So here, Ew. 
t Ros., Hi,, Ba., Or., Mit., Now., Dr. 

tKe. 
§ Geb. 

j Ros. 
"IIMit.,Dr. 
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phe.-Since Ike prudent man at suck a time is !uept'ng st1ence] 
This general meaning for ',•::,w is to be preferred• to (1) the 
teacher, i.e. the prophet, whose function it was to rebuke evil at 
any cost t ( cf. 5 i 1r. ,91r. Dn. 123 I K.. I 8~, perhaps Amos him
self; i or (2) the official whose duty it was to restrain and punish 
crime.§ It includes all who might, under ordinary circumstances, 
be expected to rebuke the public iniquity. The fact is stated, 
that, at suck a lime, i.e. under the present circumstances, injus
tice so prevails that speech will accomplish nothing, II There 
is no indication of reproach uttered against the prudent. The 
translation, therefore shall he who understands this time keep 
silence, for it shall be an evil time,1 connecting "in that time" 
with the preceding word, erroneously refers the utterance to a 
future time rather than to the present. The whole clause is cir
cumstantial, and as such subordinate, - a construction well ex
pressed by the conjunction since. - It is surely an evil time] A time 
which promises disaster.-14. Seek good and not evil] The ad
vice has already been given to seek Yahweh (v.4 ; cf. v.~ Mi. 68). 
The force of the imperative is not really hortatory, but conditional, 
and it implies a threat, that unless good rather than evil is sought, 
national death awaits them. - That ye may live] In other words, 
unless you seek good, a thing which you are not now doing, you 
will die politically. - That so] i.e. in case ye do so ; i not, in like 
manner as,** nor "so," corresponding to "1!DM::i. tt - Yahwek ••• 
may be witk you] In the special sense of extending help and giving 
prosperity.-God of Hosts] i.e. the God who rules heaven and 
earth is able to render any and every kind of help. -As ye kave 
said] Israel, of course, always maintained that she was loyal to 
Yahweh. She bad always regarded herself as, in a peculiar sense, 
the people of God (Je. i 0 Mi. i 1

). Has her life justified the 
idea? Unless her whole attitude changes, unless good and not 
evil is made the end of her national life, that life shall cease, and 
the much talked of fellowship of God will be lost. 

IS. ,,] Not causal, but asseverative; cf, alsov.18.-•riy,,J Stat. pf. H. 18, 2; 

GK. 1o6g-; Dr.§ 11. -c•::i"1] Position and indeterminateness indicate a de. 

• With Dat., Jus,, Hd., Gun,, Dr. 
t Dahl, Ros. 

tBa. 
§ Har, 

II Ke., We., Mit. 
,i Gun. 

'"HI. 
it Ke. 
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pendent clause (Now., Kil. 384 h), or pred. acc., and by position emphatic, Ko. 
334x; so also n•os)),-•iis] With •npS in appos. with subj, of ir:>n.-p,,sJ 
Collective.-•ni,S] Ptcp. in cstr., GK. u6g.-,i,:,J The bribe given to a 
criminal officer, as distinguished from ,nw, the bribe given to a civil officer in 
order to escape the punishment decreed (Hi., Now.). - •JH1J Epexegetical 
i=even.-11:m] Pf. of indef. past, H. 17, 3; Dr.§ 9; continuing a ptcp., 
H. 27, 5 b; Dr. § II 7; GK. n6 x. -13. S,:,wo11] Circ. cl., H. 45, 3 b; Dr. 
§ 165,-•:,J Asseverative.-H•n] Copula.-14. SN] Deprecatory, H. 23, 
rm. g; GK. 152 f, g; with jussive understood, Ko. 355 n. - JJ'D~] On ex• 
pression of purpose, Mit. Final Constructions of Biblical Hebrew; H. 47, 
4b(3); GK. 165 b, c; Ko. 396 b.-w1] On use of jussive here, cf. GK. 
169 k; H. 44, 2 b; Dr.§ 62; Ko. 355 n.-nn,nH] Pf. of indef. past, as ye 
a.ave all along said. 

15-17. Only righteousness will avai1 against the calamity whick 
is coming. -The third and last of the double strophes does not 
at first sight seem so compact and logical as those which have 
preceded. Indeed, v.111 (v.s.) is thought by most commentators to 
be the desired continuance of v.H and to have no connection with 
what follows.• In the preceding sub-sections, the prophet has 
pictured Israel's iniquity and ruin. In the first, all was dark; in 
the second, a slight suggestion of hope was given, provided her 
method of life was changed; in the third, the case is presented 
more strongly in the form of an exhortation, followed by the distinct 
assertion that perhaps Yakwek will be gracious, etc. There is 
seen, therefore, a gradually increasing representation of pardon, a 
thought which filled every prophet's heart, no matter how dark 
the picture which he painted. In this sub-section, as in the other, 
there occur the reference to the " gate," and the introduction of 
the conclusion by "therefore," although the logic of it here, it 
must be confessed, is not so clear as in the other case. (For 
another alternative, v.s.) 

15. 1:i:,11 ••• 1HJW} 6 J p. pl.-:im ••• J'"1] 6.5 pl.; t!C infinitives= to do 
evil and to do good.-,',iH] 6 cS:irws.-16. r:,,] Gr. 12t'•-'l1H] Because of 
its anomalous position and on the authority of 6.5 and seven Mss, is omitted 
by some (New., Lohr; Baumann omits the phrase •JiH ••• pS); it is, how
ever, probably a corruption of l'l'1H; cf. the suggestion of GAS. to read 
,i,H ni:i•, dropping n1H~l ,:,',N as an intrusion; but the title 'JiH ni:i• does not 
otherwise appear in Amos. -S:iH] Baumann, S~l$--'i"ll ,;r,,, SN ii,c,ni] 6 con~ 

• Cf. Baumann, who drops 514, 16 as late. 



fleets ii,or.ii wlth prec. and inserts Ka! after it, thus: Kai Ko71'rrb, Kai els da6rllf 
llpij110v. Read with 1T (so also Oort Em., We., Now., Gr., Oet., Elh.), which 
transposes ',11 before i!lDO thus: et ad planctum eos qui sciunt plangere, cf. ~. 
which inserts ',11 before i!lDO and retains it also before ,v,,,. ~. gives p.£/vJr for 
,m. Hal. '111)).1T,l1(?) for iJlOl:ll (cf. 218 ,,ny). This whole clause is a gloss (cf. 
Lohr, who omits i!lD01 ',.:i11 ',11 and is followed by Now, TLZ., 1901, p. 164), 

as is indicated by the awkwardness of the construction after the prec. cl;!.use, 
and th.e impossibility of arranging it in harmony with the structure. of tbe 
strophe.-17. c,o,:,] 6 olia<s = c,,,,; cf. the reading C'Q';J (Hoffm. ZA W. 
III. I 12). - '1:l))N •:,] '([ = I will reveal myself to perform vengeance of judg• 
ment, l7b is taken by Lohr as an addition; while Baumann rejects 11°. 

15. Hate evil and love good] Already in the preceding strophe 
a hint has been given of the possibility of pardon. The sugges
tion made, " Seek good and not evil," is now repeated in even 
stronger form, as the condition on which pardon may be secured. 
The abstract "evil" and "good" is better than the concrete "evil 
man," "good man."* The positive command is needed to sup
plement the negative, for to hate evil is not sufficient unless one 
seeks good.t The speaker's purpose to impress his thought by 
repetition is seen in comparing "hate" of v.1~ with "hate" of v.16. 
The standard of good and evil, in his mind, is conformity with 
Yahweh's will.-And establish justice in the gate] In other words 
reverse the present condition of things ; t the reference is not to 
the restoration of true worship instead of calf-worship,§ nor to the 
improvement of private morality, but to the execution of public 
justice. II-Perhaps] Cf. Gn. 162 Jo. 2 14• Even if Israel should re
pent, the question of relief is not absolutely certain, for there are 
i;nany contingencies ; the suffering which has been predicted may 
be necessary for the working out of great plans. -A remnant of 
Joseph] Does the prophet here anticipate the doctrine of the 
remnant, "the repentant and purified few," so strongly emphasized 
by Isaiah (cf. II 11) and Micah (cf. 47),1 or does he refer to the fact 
that Israel is now only a remnant (cf. ?2·'1 on account of the calami
ties (cf. 2 K. 1032 Am. 46-11) which she has already suffered?** The 
objection tt to the latter view, that the kingdom had been restored 

•AE. tRos, 
! Cal., Ros., Mit. ( cf. vs.~- 7. 10 12 with u•sn; cf. the opposite ,n,in, v,1). 
§ Geb. 11 We. 'll Cal., Ew., Mau., Ba., Pu., Ke., Mit., Dr. 
•• Jus., Schro., Ros., HL, Hd., Or., We. tt Ke. 
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by Joash and Jeroboam II. ( 2 K. r3!3fl' r42t1--28), has little weight 
from the point of view of the prophet. This difference between 
the real fact and the appearance (for, after all, the prosperity 
under Jeroboam II. was only the last upward flash of the dying 
flame) makes it unnecessary to consider this verse as a gloss added 
after the fall of Samaria.*-16. Therefore] Refers not to a par
ticular class, the hypocrites, of whom the prophet now speaks 
exclusively; t nor to the whole preceding paragraph, vs.1· io--1.2, in 
which their sins were enumerated; t nor to v.13. § (The Masso
retie space rests upon a misconception.) After a momentary pause, 
in which opportunity is given for an indication of assent, the poet, 
following the form of utterance already adopted in the preceding 
strophes, begins for the third time the announcement of doom. 
Therefore, i.e. "because they do not do what they have just been 
exhorted to do," II because, indeed, they give no sign of doing it. 
-I will cause shouting] This is the translation of r:iN, suggested 
as an emendation of •:iN (v.i.).-In all squares] The open places 
near the gates, the market-places (cf. Je. 4838 Is. 326 r481

) in which 
injustice had been substituted for justice; there is no restriction in 
the context to the squares of Samaria. -For mourning] The shout 
will not be for joy, but rather a lamentation for the dead, accom
panied by beating on the breast. - They shall say, Woe I Woe !] i.e. 
the mourners, who form the funeral procession, which marches 
through the streets, shall utter these words (cf. 1 K. 1J3° Je. 2218 

346 Ez. 2
10 302). The mourning company would include also 

mourning-women and flute-players (cf. Je. 917 t: 48:ie Mat. 9!3).,r
And the husbandmen shall summon to mourning] Cf. Je. 917• This 
rendering•• is to be adopted, describing the effect of the judgment 
upon the country, as distinguished from the cities and towns. 
The ordinary interpretation, viz. they (people in general) shall 
summon the husbandmen to mourning, because their rustic voices 
would be loud enough,tt or because no inhabitants of the city 
would be left from the slaughter,; t or because the occupation of 
the husbandmen would henceforth be useless,§§ does not so well 
accord with the context. The word "husbandmen" includes the 

• So Oort ( 1ii T. XIV. 122). t Cal. ! Ros., Hd. § Stru., Ke. II We, 
'II Ba., Ke., Or,, Thomson ( LB. I. 145 f.); Van Lennep (Bible La11d1, 586); Mit. 
•• Ew., Gun. tt Hd. tt Ros., Hd. §§ Pu. 
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cultivators of the soil and, as well, those who had care of cattle.• 
-And unto wailing (cf. lJ.S) those skilled in lamentation] This 
has been added by a later hand to indicate, what the passage does 
not elsewhere specifically express, the employment of professional 
mourners; t skilled and unskilled raise the mourning cry. t These 
were generally women Qe. 91H); but cf. 2 Ch. 3525 Ee. 126, where 
men are spoken of. § -17. Yea in all vineyards] Where, ordi
narily, the joy is greatest ( cf. Is. 1616 Jb. 2418), there will be 
mourning because of the failure of crops. The writer has now 
described the mourning of the three great divisions of the nation, 
people of the city, husbandmen, and vinedressers, the last two be
ing distinguished from each other, and both from the first. II The 
transposition of this clause so as to follow Woe I Woe I which G. A. 
Smith proposes, is unnecessary. - When I pass through the midst of 
thee] Laying waste the country ; an allusion to the passing through 
Egypt (Ex. n' 12

12).f It is universally conceded that the idea 
here is that of a punishment** which is to come upon Israel, either 
pestilence or war (cf. v.zr 614). 

15. u,sm ••• ,~:it-11 ••• lNJit'] Successive imperatives, H. 23, rm. (i); 
GK, 110 a; Dr.§ 112.--,yii,~] The adverbial modifier precedes the object, 
GK. 142g: - ,S1N] = \N and ,S ( = NS) means if not, whether not, with p,,, 'll 

supplied; cf. Assyr. ulai, Jo. 2H; Ko. 186. - pn•] GK. 67 cc; Ko. 210 d; 
here trans. taking dir. obj. ( cf. Ex. 3J19); cf. Ki. ( v. Ros.) who makes it 
intrans. and supplies Sr before J"l'.,Nlt'.-'101• J"l'iNiu] Indefinite= a remnant 
(GK. 127e); cf. Dt, 2219 I S. 412,-16. )'l.,N] Emend. for •J"IN; ir,, cf • ..... 
'-=') = to twang as of a bow, used of inarticulate sound, e.g. shout; while 

generally expressing the shout of joy, it is used once (in Qal) of mournful 
cries, La. 218, the Hiph. cause to shout is seen in Ps. 659 Jb. 2918, in both cases 
with the idea of reioicing. Here the verbal idea of shouting, intentionally 
left indefinite for a moment, is later defined by the acc. illtlll,-1.,llN'] Impers., 
GK. 144j.-l:,-,nJ Only here in this form; elsewhere ,1:, = vae I ot; cf. Is. 1' 
Je. 481, etc., in the sense of threat; Is. 181, of exhortation; I K. 1380 Is. 1712 

Je. 2218, in the sense of aJl!iction, grief, as here. In the modern Syriac 
dialect of Urmia the mourner's cry is u hu, u hu; cf. Socin, Die neuarama• 
ischen Dialecfe am Urmia-See (1882), p. 102. -111,p] Not impers. as 1illN', 

• So also in Aram., Syr., and Arab.; cf. Assyr. ikkaru. 
t Cf. Wetzstein in Zeitsckrift f. Etknologie, 1873, pp. 295-301. Bu. in ZAW. 

II. 26 f. and ZDPV., 1883, pp. 184 ff.; Dr. 232 ff. 
t We., GAS. § V. Gun. and Marti in loc. j Ew. 
'II Cal., Ba., Ke., et al. ff Va., Ros., Schro., Hi., Ew., Ba., et al, 



AMOS 

but with ,,H taken collectively for subject ; GK. 145 b; Ko. 346 m; with ,tt, 
/-,;. 

cf. Gn. 39 Jon. 32• - ,;i:iJ
0

~kom .,,H = 7t, dig; on form, GK. 84, No. 22; 

cf. Assyr. ikkaru, and ;151 ; in Je. 3124 ,,p, 1jl0l is joined to the word ; 

in 2 Ch. 2610 it is used with c•0,, as here.-,:ni] Cf. '1DDo, •m, ,,:i ,,i',
,m _,_11,1•] On construction, GK. I 16g; it is interesting to note that •m outside 
of this place, and Mi. 2\ occurs only in late literature, viz. Je. 99.17. 18.19 3116; 

cf. n'llli'Pn and n10,nn, Je. 916• No sharp distinction can be made between 
•ill and 1"1l'i'; the former was perhaps a more general term than the latter 
(Dr.).-•,] = wkm, as in Ho. 111 Gn. 412 Dt. 425, etc. 

§ 10. The doom of captivity. 518-614. (r) A woe against 
those who pray for Yahweh's day: it is a day of judgment; be
cause of formal feasts and noisy songs, without justice and right
eousness, the nation sqall go into captivity, saith Yahweh (51s-21). 

(2) A woe upon those who are careless and indifferent: because 
of the luxury, the licentiousness and the apathy of the people, 
the nation shall go into captivity, saith Yahweh (61-7). (3) An 
oath against the proud and self-confident Israel: because of 
this pride and bold audacity, this self-dependence and disre
gard of justice, Israel shall be supplanted by a foreign nation, 
saith Yahweh (6s-ti). 

This poem consists of three triple strophes, each strophe of the nine con
tains six lines. In each triple strophe, the first presents a woe (in the third, 
this woe becomes an oath); the second presents a phase of the wickedness 
of the situation (e.g. (I) the utter formality of worship, ( 2) the luxury of 
life and apathy of feeling, (3) the pride and self-confidence); the third 
pictures the coming captivity (e.g. (r) a captivity beyond Damascus, (2) a 
captivity at the head of the captives, (3) the complete surrender of the 
country to a foreign enemy). The symmetry of the three divisions is almost 
perfect,-each beginning with a woe (or oath), each ending with saitk 
Yakwek in one form or another. The logic and symmetry of this section 
are completely destroyed by Elh., who places 518-20 between 38 and 39; 52Nl6 

between J14 and 41 ; 526 f, between 48 and 44; 61-6 between 411 and 412; 67 
between 412 and 418 ; 68 between 413 and 51 ; 611-ll between 5s and 5•; 612f. be
tween 56 and 56; 614 between 56 and 71• Lohr does not recognize the unity 
·and independence of this section, but treats it in connection with 51-11. He 
arranges 518-614 in eight strophes, consisting of 4, IO, 4, 4, 10, IO, 4, and 4 lines 
respectively. This involves the omission of 519. 26 and 62· 9. 10, the transposition 
of f/> to follow 6h and the addition of an extra line after m',p in 522 as well 
as before ,n,;n1 in 527, and disregards the logic of the passage at some 
points. Baumann's reconstruction is still more radical. 
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18-27. A woe upon ignorant zeal for a corrupt worship, in 
which no place is found for justice or n'ghteousness I A cap
tivity beyond Damascus awaits you. - The unity of this section 
( consisting of three six-line strophes) appears in ( 1) the outer 
form, as compared with the other sections, and ( 2) the thought 
which centres about the cultus. This cultus includes the great 
doctrine of "Yahweh's day" as well as a regular set of feasts, 
and offerings ; it is not wholly detached from images - all of 
which are wrongly understood, and wrongly practised, and for 
this reason lead to ruin. 

It is best to regard as interpolations (1) mn,-c,, o::i, :,r-;·u:i,, v.18; 
(2) c•::iN N7 c::i•N'"1C c,1111, v.22 (v.i.), It will be noted that in the third 
and fourth lines of each strophe the poet allows himself to prolong the 
measure, a pentameter being substituted for a trimeter evidently in order 
to lay emphasis upon the thought by increasing the details given. The fact 
that this occurs so uniformly in each strophe shows that it is intentionaL 
It would be possible, of course, to make two trimeters in each case ( or a 
trimeter and dimeter), the strophes having eight instead of six lines. 

18. n,n, ci•J m:twice in this v.: " c,p JC ,r,,ol:, ,,ny, NC\'.-l"ll no,] 8 and 
'.ii translate l"I! as apron, : r,o: ,,., O:VT'J, ad quid eam vobis, - n,n• c,,] '.F connects 
with the following, dies domini ista tenebrae, et non lux. The entire clause 
beginning with no7 bears the marks of an interpolation, for the sake of 
making clear the relation between the first and last clauses of the verse ; 
cf, Llihr, who would treat ,11-1 1-1,1 1111n Nl:'1 as a gloss derived from v.211 ", having 
its origin in the later insertion of v.19• - 1-11nJ 6 adds before it ) = Ko:l O:V'T'J, -

19. 1-1::11] 6 elcr,r"a;jcr11 suggests n,::i, (Oet.).-1,1] 8 ,,.as x••p~s o:vrou. Lohr 
makes the v. a proverb which has cre~\i!1to the text from the margin; but for 

this there is no basis. - 20. 1-1,n] ~ ~m, making the sentence affirmative. -
m:,, ci•] Lohr om.-,.i1>11] Gr. 7~N! (so Lohr, Elh.).-21. c::i•msi,::i n,,1,1 1-1,1] 
6 inserts <Jvcrl;,.t. Gr. on basis of 6 inserts c::i•nruc here and drops it from 
v.112 as a dittograph. -22. CK ,;:i] Elh. transposes •::i to the beg. of v.n. - n,,,i,] 

$ p 

.$ ~; omitted as a gloss to explain 1J''lt;I in BDB. p. 585.-0,•nnltll] 

.$ om. ,, connecting the word with l"l'S"1K, Baumann om, We. thinks that 
after 1117.l' the apodosis to the preceding clause has fallen out ( so Now., 
Lohr; but cf. Baumann; also Duhm and Marti, who treat m7i, ••• •::i as a 
gloss).-tNK N7 c,,1,1,,c 0,111,] May be rejected as an interpolation added 
to give an apparently greater completeness to the catalogue of offerings ; 
8 has ico:I crwT'Jplov(s) /,r1,t>o:11e!as vp.w11, reading c::i,1-1,c (Va., Vol.). Hirscbt 
calls attention to the fact that in the nine other cases where 8 renders 
1:11i;,,ld by the pl. it employs the muter form, and suggests that 6 read 

TI p- p 

here t:1•7?~'f· .$ has ~~7 1;.=~=, instead of the more usual ren• 
K 
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dering of c,c',w, viz. ~ · ~?• l:T et vota pinguium vestrorum; i!t n~?l' 
t'J'lf';~• Gr., on basis of 8, 'l27lf'1 (so Hal.). Oet. suggests the transposition 
of this clause to follow ni',,v,-23. pc;i] Gr. n~?v (cf.Is.1411),-1'7J.l] 8 
Op"jO.IIWII (TOV; • A. 11a.{ll\w11 O"OV; i!t inaccurately, 1:;w, so £; l:T lyrae tuae. -

J:!DIVN NS] Probably a gloss. - 24. SJ,1] £ ~iJQ, deriving the word from 
'/l',J = to uncover; so l:T et revelabitur, and i!t ,',m,,, e. <iira,K,o-0,jo-ETa., 
= '/lSJ, to carry captive, - 25. nn.ic] 6.$i!t pl. Th-; ~rder of words in v.26 
varies greatly in the Mss. of 6, e.g. in 6"- ,N'\11'' n,J follows '\Jic:i; 6B agrees 
with ;11:l!ti!t ; Tischendorf's text places ',N'\11'' n•:i after ,,, and ,:i,c:i after o'l.lll' 

( so £). Cf. Acts 742• - 26. rmo] Read npo ( so Dozy, Die Isr. zu Mekka, p. 33; 
I ~ ' 

Schmidt, JBL. XIII. 8), with 6 and ~- 1"1/11 <1'K'l/"11"; similarly.$ ~ 
and l:T tabernaculum. 'A. rovs o-uo-Kmo-p.o6s; e. r1111 /Jpa.0-111, confusing with 
n~r (Schmidt); i!t nlJ'!? ( cf. Lag. Proph. Chald. 452). Cod. 196 of de R. "'"I? 
(so also Ba.). The reading m,!? is adopted by many (Schrader, SK. 1874, 
pp. 324-35, and COT. II. 142; Oort, ThT. XIV. 142, 147f.; Gun., Baethgen 
Sem. Rei, 239; Mit., Now., Dr.,Oet., BDB.), but v.i.-CJJ',c] 6 Tou MoMx = 
1~b; 'A. MoXxoµ; £ >=~; l:T Moloch deo vestro; all taking it as name of 
an idol ; so also two codd. of de R. i!t PJ'":.Dl;,n!l, ~. 0. fJa.rnl\iws vµw11. 
Ba. cb7r,i; but see Diisterdieck, SK., 1849, pp. 908-12.-11,,] 8 'Pa.uf"b, a 
copyist's error of '1 for J. Jus., Ba., and Schmidt cite: (1) J. D. Mich. Supple· 
menta, pp. 1225 ff., who adopts Kircher's explanation (Lingua Ael[)'ptiaca resti• 
tuta, p. 49) of PHcI>AN = Arab. ,,, = Snr = Saturn; and (2) P. E. Jablonski, 
Opuscula (18c6), pp. 41 ff. ( = Remphak Aegyptiorum deus, 1731), who reads 
Poµ,Pa. (cf. Complutensian, Odgen), and explains it as Ro-mpkah = king of 
heaven = sun. ~. 'A. ~- read 119, taking it as a proper name. e. dµa.vpwrT,11, 
and l:T imaginem, both deriving from J1J (v. Muss-Arnolt, Exp.6 II. 425) • 
.S!, ~f._Q = !~Np (so also Jus., Ba., Dozy, Die Isr. zu Mekka, 33; Kue., Rei. of 
Isr. I. p. 245; Schrader, SK. 1874, pp. 324f.; Gun., Mit., We., Gu., Now., 
BDB., Oort, Em.; Dr., Elh., Oet.).-CJ'c',i] Dozy, cJi::,1 (so Muss•Arnolt, 
Exp.6 II. 425). Gr. suggests that :lJ1J may be the name of a god and that 
we should read ,c',1 run. Schrader transposes ·i to follow c:,,:,',N (COT. II. 
141 f.; Gun., Mit., Oort (Em.), Dr.(?), Elh., Oet.). We. om. as a gloss on 
c:,,:,',K. - :,J1:,J We. om. as a gloss on ll'J (so independently G. F. Moore in 
BDB., Gu., Schmidt, JBL. XIII. 10; Zeydner, Stemmen voor Waarheid en 

Vrede, 1893, pp. 613ff.; cf. Dr.). Cf. Now., who takes CJ'l"l'N :lJ1:, as a gloss 
belonging before 11•J. -cJ•:iSNJ ~ l''':)P.~· @: and -5) have a different order 
from ;11:l!tW in the latter part of this v., 6 :::= and the star of your god, Raiphan 
-their images which ye made for yourselves; .S!, = the star which you made 
for yourselves a god (cf. l:T). We. takes v,26 as a later addition which has 
crowded out an original threat that connected closely with v,ZI (so also Now., 
Che. (EB., but see Crit. Bib.), Lohr, Marti).-2'1. 1011'] We. om. (so Lohr). 

18 a. Alas!] Not so strong as woe, implying" commiseration, 
rather than denunciation " (Driver). - For those who long for] 
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Not the hypocritical Hithpolel = pretend that they desire;* nor 
the simple Piel = desire, with the reflexive sense, desire for them
selves,- t but earnestly desire and expect. :j: - The day of Yahweh] 
Cf. Jo. 22 iu., The prophet does not speak to (1) those who in 
their misery and distress think that the coming of Yahweh, even 
if it brought death, would be better than their present situation;§ 
nor to ( 2) the credulous and superstitious Israelites, who, trusting 
in their Israelitish descent, and mindful of promises made to their 
ancestors, but forgetful of the obedience on which the promises 
were based, and of their own conduct which was the occasion 
of the evil situation, blindly imagine that Yahweh's day can bring 
only good; II nor to (3) the bold and reckless sceptics who did 
not believe that the day would ever come, and thus mocked the 
suggestions by the prophet to this effect ( cf. Is. 519 Je. 1 illi Ez. 
1222).1 He has in mind, rather, (4) the great multitude, who 
think that without reference to their conduct, or the attitude of 
their mind, this " coming day " will be a " cure-all" for every 
woe.** It does not, however, follow from this, as Wellhausen 
contends, that Amos would have " protested against the Messianic 
belief, if he had known of it." 

Amos found a well-established doctrine of the day of Yahweh cherished 
among the people. They looked forward to it as a day when Yahweh would 
give them triumphant victory over all their enemies and thereby establish 
himself as supreme among the gods. This hope grew out of their monolatrous 
conception of Yahweh and their belief in their own nation as destined to 
become the great and powerful representative of Yahweh among the nations, 
and was fostered by the long-continued hostilities between Israel and her 
neighbors, in which Israel was not always victorious. The day must come, 
therefore, in which Yahweh would gloriously vindicate himself and his people 
by overthrowing all his foes and making Israel supreme. But the idea as 
expressed by Amos was, in one essential point at least, directly contrary to 
the prevailing thought ; instead of Israel triumphing over her enemies on that 
day, she is herself to be humiliated, and that by Yahweh himself. This new 
conception of the day was the direct outcome of Amos's new conception of 
Yahweh as an ethical God, whose chief requirement of his people was right
eousness. Amos felt that in view of the moral corruption of Israel it was 
inevitable that Yahweh would punish her and thus vindicate his own righteous-

• Har., citing ~'"l)\fl~'• Jos. 94; r,,~J'.I~~. I K. 142 ; ilt@l'.1~~• I K. ooas. 
t Pu., Mit. ! GAS. § Os., cf. Cal. II Geb., Ba. 
,r Har., Dathe, Jus., Ros., New., Ew. tt We. 
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ness in the sight of the world. Other nations, too, were to be punished, not, 
however, as enemies of Israel, but as transgressors of the moral law. The 
new way thus marked out by Amos was trodden by all his successors. 
The development of the idea kept pace with the growth of the conception 
of Yahweh, and further modifications through successive periods were caused 
by the ever changing historical and social environment. For a systematic 
historical treatment of this subject see J. M. P. Smith, "The Day of Yahweh," 
AJ'Th. V. (1901), 505-33. Other material will be found in R. H. Charles, 
A Critical History of the Doctrine of a Futu1·e Lift, efc. (1899), So--137; and 
the article, " Eschatology of the Apocryphal and Apocalyptic Literature," 
DB.; A. B. Davidson, art. "Eschatology of the 0. T.," DB.; Marti, Cuch. 
der Isr. Religion, 180-6; WRS. Proph. 131 ff. 397 ff. 

18 b. What have ye to do with it!] This is plainly an interpola
tion, explaining the ,,,, of the preceding line, - what concern is it 
ef. yours J' What good will it do you J' ( cf. Gn. 2 746). - Yahweh' s 
day is a day of darkness and not light] It is better thus to 
connect " C1' with what follows.* The darkness is figurative, 
i.e. ruin, calamity, but it is also physical or literal, as appears 
from the following comparisons. It remained for Joel, in later 
days, to emphasize still more strongly the literal side (cf. Jo. 1 15 

2 1 J4· 14), and represent nature itself as sharing in the gloom; t 
cf. also Is. 500 822 92 588 599 Je. 1J1

6
• -19. As when one flees 

from a lion and a bear meets him] The comparison is singularly 
appropriate in view of the occupation of Amos, for it was an 
everyday experience; cf. Is. 2418• - The Hon] Cf. I S. 1 iw La. s1°, 
- The bear] Once common and dangerous, although at present 
found only in the northern districts ( cf. 1 S. 1 7M 2 K. 2 24 La. J1°). 
- Or goes into the house ... and a serpent bites him] The coming 
home has no connection with the lion and bear episodes, as, for 
example, because of the terror and exhaustion which would follow 
such an encounter; i it is rather the sudden coming of misfortune 
when and where it would be least expected.§ - The serpent] 
Probably an adder hidden in a crevice. Strange enough is the 
tendency of ancient commentators to refer the animals in these 
comparisons to particular individuals, e.g. the lion to N ebuchad
nezzar,11 Pu!; 1 the bear to the Persians,** Tiglathpileser,1 Ahasu
erus; II the serpent to Shalmaneser,1 Alexander the Great, or 

• So Ros., Schro.; on the contrary, Mit., GAS., Marti. t Schro., Ba. 
l Hi., Mit. § Ros., Dr., ,t al. 11 Jer. "ii Geb., Har, "Abar. 
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Antiochus Epiphanes.* The thought is not climactic, a grada
tion being intended, t but is general, and pictures a situation from 
which there is no escape; cf. "incidit in Scyllam, qui vult vitare 
Charybdim." t - 20. Deep darkness without any brightness in it] 
After repeating the very words of v.18, changed for greater forceful
ness into the form of a question (perhaps Marti is right in treating 
v.20

a as a gloss on v.18
, and joining v.00

b to 18), the prophet employs 
another phrase in which still stronger words are used for darkness 
and light, viz. deep darkness, gloom, a darkness which grows greater 
and greater, without even a ray of light ( cf. Is. 501°, and for the 
opposite, Is. 91

). -21. I hate, I despise] Cf. Is. 1 14 Dt. 1622 Ps. u 5, 

and likewise Je. 630 7<m. The prophet represents Yahweh as entirely 
out of sympathy with the religious worship, and, indeed, hostile to 
it. It is the cultus which seems to the prophet to be the occa
sion of all trouble, since to this may be charged "the illusion and 
the obstinacy" of the people. - Your feasts] Such festal gather
ings as the passover ( I K. 1232) and the feast of tents ( 1 K. 82

), 

not sacrifices; religious, not profane.§ Under this name were 
included the three annual festivals (Ex. 23u 3428 ; cf. Dt. 1616). 

The name has its origin not in the dancing (~~n) which was a 
feature of the feasts, but in the pilgn'mage which was involved. II 
These festivals are hated by Yahweh ( cf. Is. 1

1
0-

15
), not because 

they failed to comply with certain prescribed rules or regulations 
as to place ; 1 nor because of calf-worship ; ** nor because they 
were external, not including worship of the heart,tt for, up to 
this time, emphasis had not been placed on heart-worship ; but 
because they constituted a cultus which did not truly represent 
Yahweh, and must be abandoned, if true ideas of Yahweh were to 
prevail. H - I will not smell] A relic of the old superstition that 
the god actually smelled the savor of the offering (Gn. 821 Ex. 29il 

3038).. The term is used as one of several to express delight in, 
or acceptance of, a sacrifice (Lv. 2631 Is. u 3) ; cf. :,r,i (522

). 

• Jer. t Mit. t Jus., Ros., Schro. § Hi. 
II No. ZDMG. XLI. 719; We. SV. III. 1o6, 165; WRS. Propk. Leet. 11. 

note 6 ; Dr. Sam, 173 ; SS. 184-5 ; BDB. On Hebrew feasts in general see 
the literature cited in my Constructive Studie, in tke Priestly Element in the Old 
'.{"estament ( 1902), pp, 104--6. 

'II Cal.,.Va, ff Pu. tt Jus., Ros., Schro., Hd., Ke., Ba. U We. 
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While the old realistic idea has doubtless largely disappeared, the 
thought was originally like that which appears in the Babylonian 
story of the Deluge : * -

" A peace-offering I made upon the height of the mountain; 
Each time I placed seven censers, 
Poured into them calmus, cedarwood and sweet-smelling ••• 
The gods inhaled the savor; 
Yea, the gods inhaled the sweet savor; 
The gods gathered like flies around the sacrificer." 

Your festivals] Nowhere else does the plural of this word t occur. 
The singular means an assembly, especially of a religious character, 
is used as a synonym of JM, and designates especially the festival 
of the seventh day of the passover (Dt. 168) and the eighth day of 
the Feast of Tabernacles (Lv. 2J3

6 Nu. 2935 2 Ch. 7°).t-It contains 
the idea of holiday,§ not that of solemn assembly; II cf. 2 K. ro2ll 

1 S. 11a Jo. 1 14. The usage here, as in Is. 1 13, is general. - 22. For, 
although ye offer] This is better than yea, if, 1 or simply although;** 
cf. the suggestion that the first line of v.22 is to be taken as apod
osis of M'"1N, v .21. tt - Your burnt-offerings and meal-offerings] 
These words are not to be separated, t t but, taken together, are 
the object, not of :iriK, § § but of 11,r,r,, 1111 The use of the suffix 
with :w,~b and not with ni1,r, does not depend upon the fact 
that the former was offered regularly morning and evening, while 
the latter had no fixed rule ;11 nor is it an inconsistency in the 
use of the suffix;*** the two words form one idea, and the suffix, 
attached to the second, modifies the whole expression (v.i.), The 
connective, and, is not even,1 on the ground that the :,n~b was 
more important than the :,1,ir,. Cf. Wellhausen and Nowack, who 
understand that after ni1,r, there originally stood an apodosis which 
has fallen out. Perhaps with BDB. (s.v. ,.,M~b) ni1,r, might be 
taken as a gloss explaining M'"1K.-Meal-offerings] Originally a 
gift, or offering of any kind (Gn. 3213 4311 1 S. ro27), but as other 

"'V. KAT.8 p, 550; BW. III. n7. t nl'\31', 

t Cf, its use in later times of the Feast of Weeks ; Jos. Ant, III, ro, 6 ( = 'AO"ap6a), 
and in the Mishnah. 

§ Mit. 'II Ew. it Elh. p. r55. §§ Hes. 
II Cf, Ke. ff New., GAS, !! Ros. 1111 So most comm. 

'11'11 So Hi, "'"We., Now.; Hal. om. the suffix with mnJ~. 
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sacrifices became more definitely indicated, in later usage, and 
especially in P, applied only to unbloody or vegetable offerings. 
- The peace-offerings of your failings I will not regard] This 
may be regarded as an interpolation, dating from the time when 
specific detail must be given regardless of monotony. It is 
distinctly superfluous and anti-climactic. The translation peace
offerings * (only here in the singular) is preferable to thank
offering, t or votive offering:(: or meal-offen·ng. § The fuller form is 
c•~',!t' n~T (Lv. J1· 6, etc.).-23. Take away from me the noise of 
thy songs] The verb is singular, showing the elevation and austerity 
of the language in keeping with the thought. II Noise, or clashing, 
is kindred to tumult,-r, and preferable ** to multitude. tt The ob
jection is not to the musical drawl in worship, U but to the entire 
worship, of which the music was a part. The parallelism shows 
that more was meant than merely the noise of the people's throng 
flowing like great waters (Is. 1712).§§ We know little or nothing 
of the music of Amos's period.-And the melody of thy lyres] 
Only here is :,-,~T used of instrumental rather than vocal music 
(Ps. 812 985 Is. 518). The lyre or harp (also called psaltery) with 
as many as ten strings (Ps. 332) was used in profane music (Is. 512 

14D Am. 65 ; cf. Gratz, Psalmen, I. 66), but likewise in sacred 
music (2 S. 65 Ps. 332 1449). 1111 This passage testifies to the early 
use of songs and music at the sacrifice -r,-r, ( cf. 810 Is. 3032); but it is 
not so clear that this description evidences close connection of 
the ritual in Samaria with that in Jerusalem.*** - I will not hear J 
These words, taken separately by Calvin, are evidently an addition 
prompted by the desire to complete the parallelism.ttt With 
these omitted the line would read, Remove from me the noise of thy 
songs and the melody of thy lyres, a strong pentameter. - 24. Let 
justice roll as waters] Cf. Is. 110-11• Yahweh wishes not the swelling 
sound of pilgrimages, nor that of liturgy, but rather that of judg
ment. We have here not a threat, tU that Yahweh in his wrath 

• Qli; Ros., SS. (s.v.). t Jos., Ew., Ke., GAS., et al. t Mich. 
§Di.on Lv. 3, Now. Arck. II. 2II. II Ew. ~ Jer. *"' Geb., Ros., Mit. 
tt Cal. tt Or. §§ Hoffm. ZA W. III. II2. 

1111 Cf. the excellent essay," Music of the Ancient Hebrews," in Tiu Book. of 
Psalms (SBONT.), 2r7-34. ~'11 So We. - Ke. 

ttt On the other hand, Or., Gu. tU Os., New., Hi., Ke, 
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will send judgment like a swiftly rolling, impetuous stream ; nor 
a prediction• of the righteousness of the Messiah, nor an answer 
to certain hypocrites that Yahweh will give free course to (i.e. 
bless) their righteousness, if it be sincere; t nor an assertion that 
by their own efforts alone this ideal state can be secured ; t but 
an exhortation§ to give up the old idea of religion, viz. a cultus, 
and adopt the new, viz. justice and righteous living. - Just-ice ••• 
nghteousness] That is as practised among men in life ; it is not 
the divine justice executed against men as in Is. 1022 ; cf. Is. 5 15 

si7 6J1. I[ -As waters .. . as an ever-flowing stream] The on
ward, unobstructed flow of a mighty mass of waters is, indeed, an 
admirable figure with which to describe the ideal progress of justice 
and righteousness. The "stream " was at the rainy season a tor
rent, at other times a small brook or even merely the dry bed of a 
stream. But the stream, to fit the figure, must be never-failing, 
ever-flowing. -25. Was it ( only) sacrifices and offen"ngs that ye 
brought me in the wilderness dun"ng forty years] Interpretations 
have greatly varied ; according as they have represented Israel 
during this period, offering (I) idolatrous sacrifice to Yahweh ; t 
( 2) sacrifice acceptable in form, but not continuous because of 
lack of animals; ,r (3) required sacrifices, but no freewill-offer
ings; ** (4) sacrifices to idols, but not to Yahweh; tt (5) sacrifice 
accompanied (v.~ by idol-worship; U (6) few sacrifices compared 
with their many rebellions; §§ (7) no sacrifices at all; 1111 (8) sacri
fices to be sure, but also something else, viz. "true worship of the 
heart and righteousness, public and private." ,r,r This rendering 
places the emphasis in its proper place and does not compel Amos 
to say that there were no sacrifices or offerings in the wilderness. 
The :, of t:l'M!ll:i has been taken as the article,*** as :, interrogative 
expecting an affirmative answer; ttt as:, interrogative expecting a 
negative answer. Ut The real meaning is this: In the period of 
the wandering, "the golden age," ye brought me something more 

• Schegg. t Cal. 
§ Har., Mau., Hd., Pu., Or., Gun., We., Mit., GAS., Dr. 
** Jus. tt Jer., Os., Pu., Or. lt Va., Ros., Mau. 
1111 Hi., Ew., Ba., We., Mit., GAS., Dr., Marti. ttt Hd. 

tEw. 
II Ke. 
H Schro. 

'IIGeb, 

'lf'lf Macdonald, :JBL. XVIII. 214 f. tU So most recent comm. 
- Dahl, Stru., Mau. 
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than sacrifices (cf. Je. 7zz.y; and the logical connection is with the 
following verse and not with the preceding, as appears from the 
strophic structure, and from the evident connection between 
0%"1!t'~:, (v.'lli), and CriN!t',, (v.26

; v.i.). -Forty years] The same tradi
tion concerning the sojourn in the wilderness as that furnished by 
the Hexateuch.-26. But now ye lift up] This has been taken 
as ( 1) a charge of idolatry against the time of the wandering in 
the wilderness* ( = and ye lifted up); but what has the prophet's 
thought here to do with idolatry in the time of the wilderness ? 
( 2) as a question coordinate with and parallel to the preceding, 
Did ye carry about the tabernacle of your king, etc.; t (3) as a 
charge of idolatry for the entire period from the wandering to the 
days of Amos, t and indeed such a charge would have been true ; 
cf. Jos. 24H Ex. 324-8· 19 Ju. 1741

• 1 S. 1913 
1 K. 122.1-&'l; (4) as an 

accusation against the contemporaries of Amos (and ye lift up);§ 
(5) as a prediction (and ye shall lift up) of a time when they 
shall carry their idols on their backs into captivity; II and (6) as 
a command (the waw consecutive and perfect being treated as 
an imperative) to take up their idols and go into captivity; 1 cf. 
Is. chap. 2. The, would be conjunctive in (1) and (2), adversative 
in (3) and (4), consecutive in (5) and (6).-The shn"ne of your 
king and the ima.ze of your God which ye have made for yourselves] 
This translation (1) is based upon a text which treats (a) ~::,,::, as 
a gloss explaining )1':::l, and having its origin at a time when the 
latter had come to be pronounced 1r:;;, and treated as the name of 
a deity (v.s.); (b) 1:1:::-~t,:;: as a gloss explaining c::,•:,',it, occa
sioned by the phrase c:::i', l:lt"l'!t'I.' -i:,it (v.s.); and restores rii~Q to 
ri;~ (v.s.) ; (2) accepts the proposition that according to the 
context Amos has in mind an impure and corrupt worship, in 
other words, a worship which included not only a wealth of sacri
ficial offerings in number and variety, together with extravagant 
and debauching sacrificial banquets, but also pretentious proces
sions in which the sacred symbols of Yahweh were carried about 
with a view to gaining his favor; (3) rejects the proposition that 

• Os., Dathe, Jus., Hes., Ba., Hi., Ke., Pu., Bu. (Re!. of lsr., 68). 
t Schmidt, JBL. XIII. r-r5. Geb., Har. 
§ Tiele ( Guch. d. Relig. im Altertum, I. 336). 
11 Ew., Or., Val,, GAS., Dr.; Peters, Hebr. I. 242 f. 'V Mit. 
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idolatry was intended, whether this was the worship of Assyrian 
gods,* viz. Sakkut ( = Adar) and Kewan (=Saturn), including 
the view which would make ,i,~ and cl:,::: proper names, viz. 
Mo loch ( or Milcom) and Selem; t or Phoenician gods, viz. Koun 
and Keiwan; t (4) avoids the conjecture, occasioned by the 
difficulty of ascribing the worship of Assyrian gods to Amos's time, 
that the whole is either very late, i.e. after 722 B.C., or a late re
daction of an earlier text which had become unintelligible (v.s.); 
(S) involves the treatment of cn1ti.,,, suggested in (4), p. 137. 
The prophet has in mind the times of the wandering in the wilder
ness, times when Israel was treated with special favor by Yahweh, 
a favor which was evidently secured in some other way than by 
sacrifices and processions. These were the times which antedated 
the introduction of Canaanitish impurity into the Yahweh worship. 
His face is set severely against recognizing this sort of thing as 
pleasing to Yahweh. This kind of worship will not merely fail to 
turn away his anger; it is, in itself, an occasion of displeasure. 
The condition of heart and mind which it represents is sufficient 
evidence that only punishment of the severest character will meet 
the exigencies of the situation. - 27. Beyond Damascus J This 
phrase in earlier days represented the climax of judgment, as did 
Babylon in later days. Cf. Acts 7.a in which Stephen actually 
substitutes Babylon for Damascus. 

18. ,,ri] Used at times as a particle of denunciation and threatening; cf. 
Is. 124 58- 11.18. 20. Zl, 22, etc.; but also as expressing commiseration and grief; 
cf. 1 K. 1380 Is. 39- n 66 2416.-o,nmori] Art. with ptcp. = re!. cl. with its 
antecedent; H. 4, 3/; Ko. 411 a. Hithp. = an intensified Pi'el (cf. BDB,) 
= to long after presumptuously; v. Je. 1716• -nJ m,i~] On d. f. firm., cf. GK. 
20k and on d. f. conj., GK. 20c; on force of nr, Ko. 42/3 = adverb, giving 
"directness and force" to the question (BDB.); contra Ros., who regards it 
as either obj. of vb. desire understood, or as subj. of some phrase such as 

comeinto your mind.-'11N 11.,] N'.> with noun; cf. GK. 152d; more emphatic 
than )'N; cf, Ex. 410 Am. 618 i' Je. 211, etc.-19. ou•] Freq.; fol. by 
four pfs. with waw cons., GK. n2 m, Ko. 367 m. -vnm ... J11n .•. ,,11.n] 
Art. denoting an individual not definitely known, GK. 126 q, r; Ko. 300 !J. 
-n,Jn] Art. =his; Ko. 299 e. - 20. nJJ 11.,] NS, rather than J'N, as in v.18,-

• So Schra. COT. II. 141 f.; We., Mit., Dr., Che., Now., Torrey, BDB., Muss
Amolt, Marti, et al. 

t Baethgen (S,m. Rei. 239), t Tiele, Rev. de l'Hist. d .. Rel, III. 2II, 
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21. ,r:Nllt'] Stat. pf., GK. ro6g-. Note asyndeton, GK. r54 a, N.; Ko. 37og-, h. 
- J n,-,11] Cf. Ex. 3088 Lv. 2681 Is. 118, only other cases where this vb. is fol
lowed by .:i of interest (cf. Ko. 212c),-c:,,r,-,~y] D. f. dirimens, GK. 20h. 
- 22. CN ,;i] = For even if (Ko. 372 k); Dr., § i43, treats it as an imaginary 
condition introduced by 011 taking imperf. in both protasis and apodosis.
c:i_] With the second of two nouns which, together, form one idea, cf. 2 S. 236, 

Muss-Arnolt (Exp.6 II. 414, N. 3) calls attention to the frequency of this con
struction in Assyrian; e.g. Tig. Pi!. I., Prism Inscr. col. I. 71, narkabil.ti u um• 
ma-ni-te-ia (my chariots and my warriors), II. 6, III. 44,etc. For the opposite 
construction in which the suffix is used with the first of a series of nouns and 
omitted with succeeding ones, v. Ex. 152 ; cf. Assurbanipal, Annals, V. 59 ft; 
cf. GK. 135 m. -cSv1] On the nature of this offering, cf. Now., Arck. II. 21 l f. 
Elsewhere cSlt' is always pl.; it is used sometimes with n:ir preceding it (e g-. 
Ex. 245 1 S. u 16), and sometimes without n:ir as here (e.g. Nu. 158 1 S. 139). It 
is not unlikely that the pl. cstr. should be read here; the , might easily be lost 

sight of between two o's.-o:i•tw1c] Cf. Is. 111 . Assyr. marz2 = fat; Ar. E,j° 
= be digestible. The word is used generally, as here, of sacrificial animals, 
e.g. Ez. 3918• -24. SJ•1] For advers. ,, cf. Ko. 360 c. Perles, Analekten, 
p. 75, following We,, proposes to connect with ~~ = spring- and to translate 
spring- up, or bubble fortk.-t::IDVD] Cf. Batten,JBL. XI. 206-10, on usage of 
this word; here evidently in the sense of justice. -26. C1'1Nlt'J1] GK. 112.x 
takes the pf. with waw cons. as fut. (yea, ye shall take it up) and II 2 rr as 
frequentative (cf. Ew., Oet., p. 71); Dr. § 119 a treats it as pf. with waw cons. 
not attached to a preceding impf. but still retaining future force; Ko. 368 b, 
emphatic - copula going back to v.24, and resuming the thought after the inter
ruption of the parenthetical question in v.26 ; cf. Am. 212 a; Che. (EB.), the 
waw is simply waw-explic. so often prefixed to glosses; cf. Is. 4520. - ••• 1'1~1?] 

That this was the original pointing is supported by 6 and :E., although tlie 
next word MwMx makes 6, as a whole, interpret the passage of idolatry 
rather than impure worship; in its favor are also .s!,'B' (v.s.). Under the 
influence of the anti-idolatrous feeling, and at an early time, although after 
the coming in of Assyrian ideas (Is. 26-8), the striking resemblance of the 
Assyrian SAG-KUD, i.e. Ninib, the Assyrian god of war (cf. nllJ r,,i,, 2 K. 1780, 

the name of a god; DI. Pa. 215 f.), which name with the determinative kak
kab = star (II. R. 32, 25; COT. II. 141 f.; Tiele, Bab.-Ass. Gesck. 528 f.; 
Sayce, Hib. Lectures, pp. 7, 151-154), as suggested by Jules Oppert, means the 
planet Saturn, led to a modification of the original r,p~ to 111:i,, the change 
from a to i being perhaps suggested by the form of ]"1p~;. abomination (words 
denoting idolatry and idols frequently take the ground-form qittt'H, e.g. 
c,~,~'~, c•~-,:i1,; so Ba.; Baudissin, Sem. Rei. I. 95 f.; No. Gott. Gtlehrt. Anzeig-en 
(1884) II. 1022; Torrey, JBL. XIII. 61 f.; Che. Exp.5 V. 43; Muss
Arnolt, E.xp.6 II. 421 f.), or due to a natural attenuation (v.i.).-71•~] Espe
cially interesting are 1T which makes it a common noun, viz. imag-inem (as 
adopted above), and .$!, 1r2, the pronunciation which expressed the later in-
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lerpretation involved in the reference to Assyrian gods. For reference to the 
use of this word in Baby!. texts, cf. Jensen, Kosmologie, III f. For formation 
as a common noun, cf. p•~ (Ez. 3916); Sta. § 228. In connection with this 
interpretation may be noted (r) the suggestion of Muss-Arnolt (Exp.6 II. 
4r4-28), who transposes v.26, placing it between vs.23 and 2l, omits v.26 as 
a marginal gloss, emending it as follows: ·u, 0.:,0~1 :i.:,1.:, 11•Y-J"\Kl c.:,•mK,, 

translating: And now ye worship Ninib as your decider ( or king-), and evm 
as your elohim; and the star Saturn, as your idol which, etc. He takes KWl 

here in the sense of the Assyr. nasu g-dtd = lift up the hands = pray to, wor
ship; and 7~0 as equivalent to the Assyr. mal(i)ku which is applied to 
Ninib and other gods; and accounts for the selection of these names from 
the many Assyrian gods by the fact that the star Kaimanu, the star of the god 
Ninib, is spoken of as the star of justice and righteousness (kakkab kettu u 
me-sar, II. R. 49, No. 3, 4r), hence was chosen with reference to the thought 
of v.24, (2) The opinion of Che. that the "proof of the Assyriological ex
planation is so nearly complete that we ought not to hesitate to accept it" 
(Exp.6 V. 42-44; abandoned, however, in Crit. Bib. in favor of a Jerahme
elite explanation); but the cultus here designated (that of Sakkuth and 
Kaiwan) was not known in Israel until after 722 B.C. (cf, 2 K. 1i0). An 
insertion of this kind is seen perhaps in Is. 104• (3) The suggestion of 
Baethgen (Sem. Rd. 239) that there are four proper names of deities, viz. Sak
kut, Kaiwan, Moloch, Selem. (4) The suggestion of G. A. Barton ( Oriental 
Studiu, Philadelphia, 1894) that Amos refers to a cultus that was at least 
probably present in his own day; since in one of the El-Amarna letters from 
Jerusalem mention is made of a city Beth-Ninib, an evidence of the worship 
of Ninib, or Saturn, in Palestine. (5) The suggestion of Tiele (Rev. d. !'hist, 
d. ,·d. III. 2n), who makes these divinities purely Phoenician. (6) The 
objection to the interpretation which makes the prophet refer to the carrying 
into exile, by Israel, of Assyrian gods, that, as a matter of fact, the victors 
would carry off the idols of the vanquished nations (We.; cf. Hi.). (7) The 
reading of Haupt, ZA. II. 266, 281 f., I!~ (for 17;~;,), the Hebrew form of the 
Baby!. name Ka'iminu, (8) The opinion that Sakkuth and Kaiwan are per
haps two names for the same god; since Sakkuth is an ideographic writing 
for the god Ninib, and Ninib seems to be the god of the planet Saturn 
( = Kaiwanu), and Sak-kut and Kaiwanu are associated, as here, in the 
Shurpu tablets; cf. IV. R. 52, col, 4, l. 9; and Zimmern, Bdtr. zur Kenntnis 
der Bab. Rei. (1896), p. ro, l. 179 (so R. W. Rogers, EB. I. 749; Muss
Arnolt, Exp.6 II. 414-28). (9) The carrying of images in procession among 
the Hebrews is not at all improbable in view of (a) the references to the 
carrying of the ark in the wilderness, around Jericho (Jos. 6), and into battle 
(as at Gilboa); (b) the same custom among the Assyrians, as at the New 
Year's procession (cf. Jastrow, Rd. of Bab. and Assyr, 679; C. J. Ball, Light 
from the East, 173); and (c) among the Egyptians (cf. Herodotus: "The 
image being in a small temple of gilt wood, they carry out on the previous day 
to another sacred habitation"; quoted by Hd. p. 159), (10) The designa-



tion of Yahweh as ,,o occurs also in Je. 481• 51°7 Dt. 3}5 Ps. 5s rn1s 2910; 
and, as Elh. suggests, Israelites do not apply the term to the gods of for
eigners. (II) The sugg. of Kii. II. i. 151, that the pointing P'? is intended to 
suggest p:i, as something established,ftrm, (12) The explanation of Schmidt, 
who regards r,;p and P'? as the original readings, but accounts for ~{![: by 
supposing that at a later time o:i:i~o came to be read ob~r;, that this suggested 
the reading 1;•.;, and that this in turn gave rise to the p

0

ointing r,1:c;,, the Pal
estinian equivalent for r,1:c;,, a being attenuated as in Rimmon ( = Rammil.n) 
and Tiglathpitmr ( = Tukulti-apal-e-sarra). (13) The suggestion of Hal. 
that three idols of Aramaean origin are mentioned, viz. rn:io, the Aramaean 
name of Nabft, which was something like 1"1.'?D, the :Zex.!i of Hesychius; 
11•:i = Saturn; and J:i1:i = Venus (Aram. NnJ:i1:i)°; the translation being" And 
you shall carry Sakwe, your king, and Kaiwan and Kokab, your gods, the 
images which, etc." - 27. ~ m-1~,,o] Is a circumlocution for the st. cstr.; Ko. 
281p; BDB.; cf, Je, 2219 Gn. 3521• 

VI. 1-7. A woe upon reckless and indifferent Samaria, who 
devotes herself to enervating luxury of every kind, - in food and 
drink, home-life and banquets, - but forgets t/1e danger which 
threatens the country I She shall herself lead the captives who are 
soon to be dragged away. 

The unity of this section (the second section of three six-line strophes) is 
seen in (1) the outer form, and (2) the single thought which it presents, viz. 
the sinful luxury of the nation (v. 2, pass over to Calneh, etc., is a later inser
tion, v.i.). The structure of the section is characterized by the constant re• 
currence of the ptcp. with the article, followed by a finite vb. in cases in 
which it is desirous to prolong the thought. Each of the couplets ( except 
the ninth) presents a single characteristic of the nation, viz. (I) recklessness, 
(2) conceit, (3) procrastination, (4) luxury, (5) gluttony, (6) enervation, 
(7) drunkenness, (8) hardness; therefore (9) captivity. 

1. c•JJN::,;,J 6 To,s e~v8evo0,nv = O'l;lMtf::1, with Aramaic force (Bauer) or 
C'NJi!'~; cf, Zc. 1 16, where the same word was unknown to 6 translators 

. (V~l.); $6 ~,.S.. = c•r;,Nir;:i (Seb.); F qui opu!mti estis; 'A. Ka.Tacrn• 

raXGwns; a: evli'l)V-O~vr<s. Gr. C'JJNSiv.-11•1:::i] Che. nr:,;,~ (fQR. X. 573); 
Co. (Einl.) suspects genuineness (cf. Now., Volz, Lohr, ·M;rti). -n•VN'\ •:ir,1 
c•,i~J 6 ti1reTp6"/'l)CTaP ( = 1Di'J Vol.; Schleus, fol. Dru. corrects lo ,i,reTpVll"'1• 

V 0 

crav; cf. Arabic) tipxas UM;w, .S ..... ,.a= •~~j (Seb.) or •~~1 (Hal.); 1:T 
optimates; :z. o! wvoµ,a,crµi,01 tll"I 7'01S tipxno,s TWII i8,wv j e. ot h-eKX1,0,,,cra, 
dpxa,01 Twv ievwv; hence Gr. and Che. suggest c•N,i')Jl"I, but this is unneces
sary since Jj'll in Ni. means practically the same thing; cf. Nu. 117 1 Ch. 1641 
2 Ch. 2816, etc.; in this case 'Ji•J should be read c•:ipi~ = they who are desig-
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nated, or designate themselves, as the first, etc. This is supported by (r) 8., ll.; 
(2) the grammatical consistency which it furnishes with the use of the ptcp. 
fol. by a finite vb. throughout the entire passage; (3) the fact that, as Lagarde 
has shown, the final c of the pl. was not written in original Mss. Torrey's read
ing (JBL. XIII. 62 f.) 1Di'J (based on 6, though 6 uses it in another sense), 
an imv. (to be translated, "make the round of the foremost nations and come 
to them, house of Israel ! Pass over to Calneh, etc.") to be connected logi
cally with v.2, is suggestive but fails to relieve the difficulty, since it looks to 
the preservation of v.2 as a part of the original text. Hal. \Ji?} = Pronounce 
(the names of). - ,w1iv• n,J en, 11!J1] 6 Kai elcrif>.Oav a,lTol, connecting olKos 

To!J'Icrpa,jll. with the following v.; ,$ ~0 = \lfil (Seb.( ?)) ; '.l:T ingredientes 

pompatice domum Israel; W p:,r.ii:,~!l ll?i ,;)• Che., on', 1"1J (JQR. X. 573), 
but this means nothing. The reading 11/~ (fol..$) is in close sympathy with 
the context, and is supported (1) on the side of the construction by Jos. 32.21 
uu Dt. 286 J7; (2) as a charge against the rulers by Is. 312-14- 15 102; cf. 
Ez. 3410- 22 Am. 2611'. 41 51.211'. (63). The reading ,11,lt'• n•JT.l n,inJ (Grimme, 
ZDMG., 1897, p. 696), while ingenious, contributes nothing; much more 
plausible is the reading OQ~\111\ ( cf. 2 K. 2416) "und zu deren Vorderesten 
das Haus Israel gehort " ( Hirscht). Oet. suggests either ,11,iv, n,J ,,v:n, or 
'It'' n•J: (n~:;i) 0 1;:;,11.;,1; Gr. suggests H?l• Hal. -1111J1.-2. nh:,J eJ .;;.;;:;,mi 
,$ ~.-nJi non] eJ'EµaO 'Pa{:J{:Jd. -1,,1] eJ adds heWev. -DJ] Hal. CJ. 
-c,nlt',D] 6 dll.ll.otf,6ll.wv, as usual.-c•:mi<"i] 6$51:T have superlative, taking-n 
as the article. The whole v. is a later insertion (so Schra., Bickell in COT., 
We., Now., Lohr, Oet., Marti; cf. GAS., and Peters, Hebr. II. 175, who 
suggests that Amos may have been still alive in 7u Jl.c.), as appears (r) from 
the different form of the v. as compared with those which precede and 
follow, i.e. the different rhythm (Bickell in COT. II. 144); (2) from the 
marked interruption which it makes in the transition of thought from v.1 to v.8 

(the connection between 1 and 8 being very close) and the grammatical dis
turbance involved; (3) from the utter lack of meaning which it furnishes; 
(4) from the historical fact (v.i.) that in the days of Amos these cities had not 
yet been destroyed. The text is to be emended (so Geiger, Oort, Em.,- We., 
Val., Now., Oet., Marti, et al.) (a) by inserting the subj. of 0•Jit:i, viz. cn11, 
dropped perhaps because of similarity of sound, (b) by transferring the ir.i 
connected with o:iS1JJ to stand with c,1JJ, Cf. Elh., DJ7T.lJT.l 0,101 ))"1 c11, and 
Gr., 'lJl :ii DJ.-3. c,iJr.in] 6 ol~lfxo11:,vo,, but (!5AQ and Syr.-Hex. (in mar-

gin) ol evxoµ.e,o, = D'':;191'.1; ~ <:,am ·'ao? = c,:inon (Seb.), or 0•111non (Gr.); 
'.B" qui separati estis; (!I; l'i?!:)JJ? JUI:!, Baumann inserts 11:i. Che. C'.;i;J~qcl 
n"l~J1 01,,; Riedel, ci•?• -ptuJn,J 6 ol l--y,yltones Ka.I itf,a1rroµ.e,a,, a double 
r:~deri~g; Hoffm. f\W~l;lH Riedel, 1w1i:i1--n~\'.!] eJ crafj{:Jarwv = nt?! (so 

also Hoffm., Hirscht); cf. ~ l~ Che,, Mi!❖; Gr, 1Jtu; Riedel, nrt:>, 
Marti, 1 iw. 
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VI. 1. Alas!] Addressed to the ruling classes ; they that are 
careless in Zion] Judah as well as Israel is now rebuked, for (1) 
there is no good reason to omit J'l':0 (v.s.); cf. Nowack, who would 
give a later date (the time of writing down the prophecy) to v.1, if 
the reference to Judah is original; and Cheyne, who would make 
v.1 a late insertion or change ti':l to :-U"ln (v.s.), the people being 
at ease because ( 2 K. 1516) the general resided there ; ( 2) the 
rendering of (Iii and 56 who despise Zion * may not be sustained ; 
(3) there is no support for the translation "make a tumult in" ; t 
the usual interpretation, at ease, secure, careless, is supported by 
Is. 329

• -Reckless in the mount of Samaria] i.e. those in Samaria 
who are confident and therefore reckless,t not, those who trust in 
the strength of Samaria.§ - Who specify themselves the chief of the 
nalzons] According to ~m;, '::lj,l, the rulers are here designated 
as noted, marked by name (cf. the later usage in Nu. 1 17 1 Ch. 1641 

2 Ch. 2815 31 19), there being no reference in these words to the 
cities of Jerusalem and Samaria. II Justi's "the princes of the first 
people of the earth '' ( cf. Nu. 1 16) well expresses the idea, a com
mon one from the earliest times, that Israel was the most exalted 
nation of the entire world. It is better (v.s.) to make a slight 
change in the text and thus secure the rendering indicated. The 
expression is not ironical.1 Cf. same phrase ( without article) used 
of Amalek in Nu. 24ro, of spoil in 1 S. 15n, and of Ammon in 
Dn. n 41.-Unto whom Israel's house comes] Cf. Ex. 1816 2 S. 154

• 

The pronoun whom does not refer to the nations whom Israel dis
possessed,** nor to the mountains of Zion and Samaria, the land 
which Israel occupied,tt nor to these mountains as places where 
the Israelites assemble for worship and for judgment; H but rather 
to the princes, to whom as leaders and judges Israel comes for 
justice ( cf. 2 S. I 5 4), or to render service ; § § cf. Gn. 199 I K. 10H 

Is. 4918
• It is not necessary to omit c~', iK::li, 1111 nor to under

stand 11 that the phrase refers to the coming of the people to their 
leaders to learn foreign customs; but it must be conceded (with 

• Adopted by Dathe; Geb. so translates jllll!r. § 0s., Geb., Pu. ff Ki. 
t Har. 11 Cf. Cal. tt Ros. 
t Cal., Ros., Mau., Ba. 'II We., GAS., Dr. tt Hes. 
~§ Schro., Mau., Umb., Hi., Hd,, Ba., Schegg, Pu., Or., Dr, '11'11 With Hoffm, 
1111sowe. 
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Nowack) that the phrase is an awkward one, and that some such 
word as 't;,l!?t; might well have been expected. Much may be said 
for the reading of .$ ( v.s.), " and spoil for themselves the house 
of Israel." Cf. Marti, who reads "and in the gods of the house 
of Israel," and calls it a gloss on "in the mount of Samaria." 
- 2. Pass over to Calneh ... Hamath and . .. Gath] With this 
verse must be compared Na. l Ju. 1126 2 K. r913• The determina
tion of the localities depends somewhat upon the age of the 
verse. Is the verse as a whole encouraging, and intended (whether 
by Amos or a later editor) to strengthen Israel's claim that she is 
the first of the nations ? In this case these cities are cited as ex
amples of prosperity, and the argument is: "No city of your 
acquaintance is more flourishing than yours; yet ye treat Yahweh, 
who has given you this prosperity, with neglect; the punishment 
for this conduct is exile."* But ( see Nowack) ( r) contemporaries 
of Amos needed no such encouragement in their faith; (2) the 
mention of Gath would have no meaning in such a comparison 
while Assyria and Egypt were in existence; (3) "these king
doms " must mean Cain eh, etc., not Israel and Judah. Or, is the 
verse threatening, and intended to warn Israel that she, however 
"first" she may be, shall perish ? In this case these cities are 
cited as examples of "fallen greatness" (Driver), and the argument 
is: "If cities that have been great are now in ruins, Israel, like
wise, may perish."t The latter view is to be accepted (v.s.).
Calneh J ( cf. :,,?';,;,, Gn. 1010 ; i,7;,, Is. 109 ; :,?-;,, Ez. 2 723) is not 
Ctesiphon, on the Tigris ; t nor Niffer; § nor Kullani, mentioned 
in the Eponym Canon II as conquered by Tiglathpileser III., B.c. 

738 ( = modern Kullanhou, six miles from Arpad ; cf. Calno and 
Arpad, Is. 109) ; 'J nor Kunulua (Kinalia), about seventy-five miles 
north of Hamath, southeast of Antioch, capital of Patin;** but, 
perhaps, the Kulunii tt conquered by Sargon, 7 r r B.C. - Hamatk 
the great] The modern Hamah (with 30,000 inhabitants), on the 

• So Ew., Hi., Ke., Or., WRS. (Prop!t. 138), Dr. 
t Ba., Pu., Schra., We., Now. t Ba., Or. § G. Rawlinson (Smith's DB.1). 

II G. Smith, T!te Assyr. Eponym Canon, 50; Wkl. Gesck. Bab. u. Ass. 225; 
Tiele, Bab,-Ass. Gesck. 230. 11 H. G. Tomkins, PSBA. V. 61. 

fl Gu. Das Zukunftsbild des :Jesaia, 43; Di. on Is. 109• 

tt DI. Pa, 2~5; COT. II. 143, 



Orontes, 150 miles north of Damascus, the northernmost limit of 
the territory promised to Israel (Nu. 348

). At times it was a part 
of the Israelitish kingdom (as under David and Solomon, its king 
being Toi, 2 S. 89, and perhaps under Jeroboam II., 2 K. 1425·~ 

Arn. 6u); at other times, it was independent and allied with neigh
boring nations against Assyria, as when it joined with Syria and 
Israel against Shalrnaneser II. and was defeated, 854 B.c. ; or with 
Judah, against Tiglathpileser III., 741; or against Sargon, 720, 
when at last its subjection was complete. After this date it is re
ferred to as furnishing colouists for Samaria, 2 K. 1 ,2\ and con
taining Israelitish exiles, Is. 1111.*- Gath of the Philistines] That 
one of Philistia's five cities nearest ( cf. 1 S. 1762

) J udah's border 
(whether it is to be taken as Telles Safieh,t or Dikriu, t or to be 
regarded as unknown§). It was destroyed by Uzziah ( 2 Ch. 266) 
about 760 B.c. Here resided Rephairn Oos. 1122 2 S. 2r1s-22). Cf. 
Gimtu Asdudim, COT. II. 89, 91.II -Are they better than these 
kingdoms 7 Or is their border greater than your border?] With 
this rendering the sense is, Are the cities just mentioned fairer 
than the kingdoms of Israel and Judah ? No; for God has so 
punished them that they are reduced in size.1 · How ungrateful, 
therefore, you are, in view of all that God has done for you above 
your fellows.** The question is answered affirmatively by some tt: 
Yes; therefore how foolish it is of you to remain careless, having 
seen the downfall of people more powerful than yourselves. Some 
take the :, as article, instead of interrogative (cf. Qj and .S), and 
translate as a clause in apposition with the names just given, "the 
best of those kingdoms." H The words have been put in the 
mouth of the leaders,§§ saying: ( Go to) those which are better 
than these kingdoms (just mentioned), and see if any is as great 
as yours, - this is the boasting of the leaders. The rendering, 1111 

Are there fairer kingdoms than these (i.e. Kalnek, etc.)? And ye/ 
they are not so large as the land of Israel, does not add much 
to a better understanding of the text; but Pusey was approach-

• Cf. COT. II. 7 f., 143; GAS. 177; Buhl, Pal. 66, no; DI. Pa. 275-8. 
t Porter in Smith's DB.l; Che. EB. t Guerin, :Judtie, II. Io8f. 
§ GAS. HG. 194 ff.; Dr. II V. C. J. Ball, Ligkt from the EaJt, 93, 186. 
1 Va., Mau. ff So Ros., Hi., Hd., Reuss, Mit, 
tt Schro., Kno. tt Dathe, Mlch, §§ Schegg, Gun. 1111 Sugg. by Mit, 

L 
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ing the thought when he made it mean, "Are they, Israel and 
Judah, better than these (i.e. Cal11eh, etc.)?" This leads us to 
emend the text (v.s.) by supplying oz,~ and changing the position 
of the pronominal suffixes : Are ye better than these kingdoms 1 
Is your border greater than was their border?] They have per
ished, are you not afraid that you, too, will perish ? This inter
pretation is in strict accord with Na. 38• With this interpretation 
it becomes clear that the verse is an interpolation from the end of 
the eighth century (v.s.).-3. Who postpone the day of calamity] 
The connection of this with v.1 is very close both logically and 
grammatically. These leaders, like those described in Is. 519, put 
far away the day of disaster, i.e. declare that it is far off, or act 
as if it were far away ( cf. 910 Is. 2213 665). -And cause the seat of 
violence to come near] This may refer to tribunals or thrones in 
which violence is in authority instead of justice, the word r,::;'lt' 
being a technical word for throne or judicial seat; cf. Ps. 1226 

7420
, or, perhaps better, to the sitting of injustice.• According to 

some t the seat of violence has reference to Assyria, but the refer
ence is rather to the encouragement of oppression in the midst 
of Israel. t 

1. ,~.,] v.s. on 518• Followed by acc., Ko. 321 b; characteristic of Isaiah's 
style, rarely met with elsewhere; Am. 518 Mi. 21 Hb. 2 6 ff-; cf. Ew.8 327 b.-
0'llNC'1'1 J An intransitive adj. from vb. )Ne> = to be quiet, a root occurring 
also in Syriac and Ethiopic with same meaning as in Hebrew. For formation, 
cf. p,.,; Barth, 1V B. 143 a; and Sta. § 230. - IVN"1] Equivalent to a superla
tive; cf. Ko. 309 g. - 2. ,1y1J Article omitted before ., for sake of euphony, 
GK. 126z; cf. Ko. 334m and 337u.-c•rirv'n:nu] For proper names with 
fol. gen., cf. GK. 125 k; Ew.8 286 c. Article omitted as in Gn. 101•, etc.; cf. 
Ko. 295j.-c•J1~11] Subj. omitted in ;!llRW; cf. Ew.8 303b, I.-3. 0'"1J:,] 

Cf. Is. 665 for c•11r,, Hiph. ptcp. of ,,l, v. Oet. - .:n,S] S introduces 
acc., cf. Ho. 1012, a common Aramaic construction; Ew.8 282 c, Da. § 100, 

rm. 5, Ko. 289k.-11rv1ri1] Finite vb. cont. ptcp., cf. 27 57.-riJe>J Barth, 

ZDMG. XLI, 619, connects this with the Arab. ~ = to gather; cf. 
Ko. 21of. 

• Cf. GAS. I. 174. t Pu. 
t So nearly all comm. There is neither occasion nor basis for the violent 

emendation of Hoffm. (v,s.), furnishing the translation: Ye w!io daily demand 
11njust [tribut,], and every Sabbath require unrigkteous [gain]; cf. 3. 
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4. c•nic] 8 Kc:t'7'c:tO'll'c:t'7'a.Xwn11s = cw;b, with Aramaic force (Vol.); so 
'F lascivitis. - j:>J'1!l] 6 adds ';'a.Aa.011,0: = c•,1JJ or c,,,v, which resemble 
c•,~j) (Va.). - 6. C1!:l'1Dn] 6 E'lrtKpOTOUVTES; 6B tll'tKpa.TOUVTES; Gr. C•D!lnn, 

or tl'DD!:l:'T,-•D] Gr. 'l!l.-SJJ;,J 6 Twv op-,,&:vwv; 56 l;,i.;; 'F psalterii; 
tit: N~1i.-,,,,.:,] 6 ws tl1'T1JK6Ta., which Cappellus explained as due to 
confusion with ·m, and Vol. as a reading of c,.:, from en, while Hirscht 
sugg. that there may have been a corruption of• O~AA'Y'IA into El:TOTA. 
Gr. c•:i~. In any case the phrase is probably a gloss, since it has no 
place in the metrical structure of either the preceding or following line ; 
cf. 'm 1Sl:l·ru~, Is. 87; so Peters (Hebr. II. 175), Che. (EB.), Lohr, et al. 
-en, lJll'n] 1:i putaverunt u habere; 6 l).o-ylua.vro. BSZ., s.v. :·m:,, sugg. 
that in en, lies a derivative from n~~• cf. n~1?!;1• _ ,,11'·,l:,.:,J 6 Ku.I ollx wr 
,f,e{,-yona., according to Vol. = '111;7 ,1:,.:,, but according to Hirscht, due to a 
reading from ,iw = ,.,c. Gr.,,;:;·,,.:,.:,, Now.,,;:;,;,; so Oort (Em.). Elh. 
,,i; •~i;,, since tradition does not ascribe to David the making of musical 
instruments. Che. (Exp. T., 1~98, p. 334), restores the entire v. thus: -

'~11 l')n·,v c•'l1t1~::i 
,,w ,,p, 1ncrv•1 

Who play on timbrel and harp, 
And rejoice at the sound of song. 

(Cf. Jb. 21121i.) Marti reads vP, ,,1;71 ''~lfl'.17 -1.:i~-~ ,,,,,.-8. )" 'i''1,!tl.J) 
8 TOP 1i1v)\w-pbov oTvov = I" j:>pt~; cf. Is. 256 Ps. 127 (Vol.); so 56 ,.._._,,_ r, .. " ,,. ,--
~~; 'F vinum in pkialis; QI; adds '1~;i, = '19.~-· Oort, )" 'it110~ (so Val.), 
or·, p11o;i (cf. Je. 4811). Gr. c,p,ro:J (so Elh., Hal.).-iSnJ] Gr. 1Sn(?), 
from I:,,:,;° cf. Je. 58• Lohr places Sa before 6, while Marti transposes 6° to 
follow 18.-'1. c•,~] 61iuva.urwv = C'?1! (Va., Vol.).-c,m,c ni,o] (!J XPE• 
p.eTt/1'µ.or r1r,rwv le 'E4>pc£1µ, perhaps reading 01010 (so Oet.; but cf. Vol.). 

► V ... V no PC' 

l:. bu.,pdu. Tpv4'1JTw11; .SS ~ca....i~ ~ t10;, perhaps reading cn,,o 
= Cv'Jt (Seb.). 1:i factio lascivientium; i!t 1'?'?12·1 l'l'.'nti J1:'T/1?• 

4. Who lie on ivory couches] Cf. 312
• These were couches 

inlaid with ivory, such as those which Sennacherib took from 
Hezekiah.* The use of such couches indicated the luxury and 
self-indulgence of the times.-And stretch themselves out upon their 
divans] Reference is intended to lying at the table; it does not 
include the specific idea of "romping," t nor that of abundant 
tapestry with which the divan was draped, t nor the thought of 

• co T. I. p. 286. tSchr6, tKi, 
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drunkenness,• but, in general, all of these, emphasis being placed 
on the wantonness and extravagance of their conduct; cf. Is. 2213 

Ez. 2J15.-Lambs out of the .flock] £.e. those carefully selected 
from the flock on account of special fatness or daintiness, 
cf. Dt. 32H I S. 159,t rather than a general reference to the 
wealth of those persons who are rich enough to have flocks. t -
Calves from the midst of the stall] t'.e. calves reared artificially 
in a stall, a place in which they are shut up in order to be easily 
fattened. Cf. 1 S. 2824 Je. 4621 Mai. 42.-5. Who twitter] Used 
sarcastically of the music rendered at feasts. The idea is not 
that of ordinary singing,§ nor dancing, II nor cooing,1 nor wanton 
silly talk or song,** nor parting the lips,tt nor bungling, doing 
something prematurely, H nor leading in the music without waiting 
for the professional musicians, § § nor improvising idly 1111 ; but of 
derision, to indicate the prophet's contempt " for the perhaps 
really not unmusical songs with which feasts were enlivened "11; 
cf. Is. 512 249

• - To the sound of the hary] Another rendering is, 
t'n accordance wt'th; cf. •£1 ',i, in Gn. 4f Ex. 3427 Lv. 2i8• § -Lt'ke 
Davt'd] If this word is genuine, the leaders of Israel, whom the 
prophet would rebuke, are now brought into comparison with 
David. They are like him in that they devt'se for themselves 
instruments of song] It is not a contrast, viz. between their use of 
instruments for amusement, and that of David for worship.*** Nor 
is it correct to render ttt "they think, fondly imagine - make 
the mistake of supposing that the instruments are for them as for 
David." ::iwn = devise, invent, with reference to the popular idea 
that David was an inventor of instruments. No other passage of 
earlier times speaks of David as a poet or musician. t t t But this 
reference does not imply that his reputation had only to do with 
secular music.§§§ The evidence is very strong, however, that the 
word is a gloss (v.s.).-Instruments of song] Musical instruments 

• Ba. We. renders "ausgelassen sein," which is approved by Now., and cites 
its application in Arabic to animals pasturing freely, at liberty, and in Syriac to 
wild and rapacious beasts. 

t Ba. et al. II Stru. tt Schegg. §§ Hd. 
t Mau. ~ SchrB. t! Ew. 1111 Dr. 
§ Ros. H Hi., Ke., Now. ~~ Mit.; cf. Hoffm, ZA W. III. 114-

... Jer., Cal., Jus., Ros., Schro. !!! Reuss. 
ttt So Ew., Mit. §§§ We., Dr. 
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used to accompany the voice ; but the context is not favorable to 
the allusion to instruments, hence ( v.s.) Cheyne's suggestion, 
voice of song, Elhorst's words of song, Nowack's all kinds of 
song, and Marti's consider themselves like David in the under
standing of song. - 6. Who drink (from) bowls of wine] Another 
token of self-indulgence. Instead of the ordinary drinking-vessel, 
the word is employed which is later used of the vessel from 
which blood was poured or thrown ( dashed) for sacrificial pur
poses (Ex. 388 Nu. 4H 713 ff. Zc. 915 142()), the large size thus being 
emphasized. -With the first of oils they anoint themselves] Anoint
ing in ancient times signified not only consecration, but joyousness 
( cf. Ps. 2i 9210 Is. 613 Ee. 98 with 10

19
). It was a hygienic cus

tom, since the oil refreshed the skin and served as a protection 
against heat. In this case the first of oils, i.e. the choicest 
oils, are employed. To omit anointing was a sign of mourning 
(2 S. 1200 142).-And do not grieve for the breach of Joseph] 
Their minds are so occupied with the mirth and joy that they 
fail to see, and hence to appreciate, the terrible breach or wound 
which, in the near future, will be inflicted upon Israel. Such 
a sight as that which the prophet has gained would make them 
sick in body and in mind (cf. 1 S. 228); for a great affliction 
or overthrow (cf. Je. 811

·
21

) is near at hand. This word breach 
does not refer to any specific political intrigue,* nor to the 
present evil condition of Israel, t but to the future calamity 
which even now threatens the nation. t - 7. Therefore, now] 
The now is logical, rather than temporal, Ho. 2 10 s7. -At the 
head of the captives] These, who were described as the M't:Ki 
c•,,:i, C'!:li'', shaU go forth at the head, in the very forefront ; cf. 
1 S. 922 Mi. 2 18.-And the shout of the banquekrs shall cease] 
The rendering, " the mourning of those who stretch themselves 
out shall come," § is based upon an impossible meaning of ric. 
Some use here the Aramaic meaning of m,~, viz. feasting. II The 
rendering "shout" ( either of joy or sorrow) is required here as 
in Je. 165 and is justified by the Arabic C))•1 The allitera

tion in the Hebrew words c•m-,c:, m~ -,i, is noticeable. -

• Mich. 
O Har., Mich. 

t Schegg. t Hi., Mit. 
';I Jus., Va., Ros., Ba., Pu., Ke. 

§ Cal. 
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8 b. Saz'th Yahweh God of Hosts] This phrase, if retained at 
all, must follow this piece as a whole. 

4. c•mio] On force of pass. ptcp., cf. Ko. 235 d.-5. c•t:Nm] a..>..; if text 

is correct, probably to be connected with 1j;, to precede, fourth stem = to 

hasten, exceed due bounds, be immoderate, talk excessively (Lane, p. 2376); 
hence Dr., following Abul-Walid (Neubauer, Abu/- Walid's Lexicon, col, 
586), suggests "to extemporize poetry over-rapidly, without premeditation, 
in a hurried flow of unmeaning, unconsidered words" (v, Dr. p. 236; Now.). 
Observe, likewise, Hoffm.'s rendering, "those who strike the strings across 
the opening of the harp," which is based on the usage of !:lill (Lv. 1910), 
to tear (cf. Buxtorf, Lex. 18u f.; Payne Smith, Thesaurus Syriacus, p. 33u), 
and makes the •o ~J.! entirely superfluous. - ~Jl] The kinds of instru
ments denoted by the two names ',;ii and "11JJ are not certainly known. 
The two are the only stringed instruments mentioned in the O. T., and are 
frequently named together (Is. 512 I Ch. 1515 2 S. 6°, etc.). Both seem to 
have been made of wood (1 K. 1012) and to have been portable (1 S. 106 
2 S. 65). A full discussion of these and other instruments, with excellent 
illustrations of Assyrian, Babylonian, and Egyptian harps, etc., is given in 
Bk. of Ps. (SBONT.), 222 ff.; cf. Dr. 234 ff.; Benz. Arch. 273 ff.; Now. Arch. 
I. 273ff.-6. ':J :,;;i.:,J = to drink from, cf. Gn. 446 ; same force in Arabic 
and Aramaic (Dn. 52). For the same phrase = to drink of, cf. Pr. 96 ; GK. 
II9m, N,-'i''1ll:l] Used only here of wine; elsewhere, bowl or basin for 
throwing or casting a liquid, esp. blood; e.g. at altar, Ex. 278 Nu. 4U; in 
temple, I K. 750 2 K. 1214 ; in second temple, Neh. ,7°. This meaning is 
borne out in the signification of the root, which in the cognates means scatter, ,.,.,. 
disperse; cf. Aram. i'°2;, Assyr. zarA\rn, Arab. U)), cast at. -ll•JOIII] On force 
of the pl., cf. Ko. 259a.-,nii>o•] For construction, etc., cf .. Ko. 3270 and 
319m. On impf. continuing ptcp., cf. Dr.§ u7 O. The original meaning 
seems to be shown by Arab, f';.;.,;,, = stroke witk the hand. It is used of 

painting a house (Je. 2214) and oiling a shield (Is. 216 2 S. 121), Anointing 
as a part of the toilet is always expressed by another verb, 110. l'\1110, as 
used of persons, is limited to anointing as a religious rite, aside from this 
passage ; and this seems to be no exception, since the feast here was a 
sacrificial feast. The primitive significance of anointing was probably re
ligious ; animal fat was the first unguent, and, being regarded as the special 
seat of life, was considered the best medium for the transmission of the vitality 
of the being from which it was taken; hence "unction was primarily an 
application of sacrificial fat with its living virtues to the persons of the wor
shippers" (WRS. Sem. 383 f.). This accounts for the anointing of kings, 
priests, etc., and for the use of unguents in connection with religious rites, 
Olive oil was used later when agriculture was taken U:Q (Ps. 9211 DI. 28to 
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Nu. 616). - ~01•] This designation of N. Israel occurs twice elsewhere in Amos 
(56, M); other names are: Jacob (68 ,2· 5 81); kouse of Jacob (9!); kouse of 
Isaac (716); and regularl)' Israel (26. n, etc.). Joseph is named as the ancestor 
of Ephraim, the largest tribe (cf. Ho. 64' 131). The use of the title occurs 
each time in a connection implying a bond of sympathy between Israel and 
Yahweh, or at least a shade of tenderness in the feelings of Amos. 

8-14. Yakwek makes oatk: I abkor Israel, and ske skall 
be given over to ker enemies for destruction; ske has turned 
justice to poison, imagining herself strong; surely I will bring 
upon ker a nation whick skall overcome her entire territory. 

The striking difference between the grammatical expression in this piece 
(the third of three six-line strophes) and that in the preceding is evidence 
of distinctness; but when there is considered in connection with this (I) the 
opening oath (v,8), which is climactic to the woes introducing the other 
pieces, (2) the concluding words, which are parallel to those of the other 
pieces, we have sufficient basis for the assumption that this is one of three 
pieces making up a larger whole. Vs.9, lO are so peculiar in their thought and 
form as at once to raise suspicion of their genuineness ; this suspicion be• 
comes a certainty upon closer investigation (v.i.). The intensity of expression, 
as well as the definiteness of this section, is greater than in either of the two 
preceding. It thus furnishes a fitting climax for the entire piece, containing, 
in essence, the threefold thought of the whole, viz. (1) Yahweh's anger, 
because of (2) Israel's sin, and consequently, (3) Israel's destruction. 

8. ·:is ,:,~et i"lli"I' CetJ] 6 om. (so Now., Elb., Lohr, Baumann); it should fol• 
low .i:;,'l, v.T (cf. We,,Oet., Marti).-:i1mo] Read :i;,nr.: (soGeiger,p.349; We., 
Mit., Elh., Lohr, Oet., et al.). -)1Hn'1H] 6 inserts "11"110'0.v; ~ ;,,r,,~; N'f;~~ n•;;i 
(so in London Polyglot, but in Paris Polyglot, .ir,i::i,).-1,nio,et] 6 -ra.s xcbpo.r 
am-oO; l:J' domos efus. - 'l'1"1JDn1] Gr. fol. 6 Ka! el;o.pw, 'l:'J~::,1,-nH~o1] 6 uv11 
"11"110-, ro,s Ko.ro,Kovuu, aur,iv; 1T cum habitatoribus suis, H~ffm. ;,,Hl~Ol = and 
ker citadel; so Matthes and Elh, -9, 10. These verses are a later ins~rtion (so 
Now. and Lohr; We. and Che. consider them, at least, misplaced; but cf. 
GAS. and Marti), made in order to illustrate the last phrase of v.8• This is 
evident because of (1) the marked interruption of the continuity of thought 
between v.8 and v.11; ( 2) the utterly strange and incongruous conception thus 
introduced; ( 3) the impossibility of arranging the material of these vs. ( viz. 9, lO) 

in any poetical form, much less the form which characterizes the remainder of 
the piece, The acceptance of GAS. 's suggestion to supply at the close of v,8 

the words to the pestilence only furnishes a still better basis for the addition 

of the gloss. Oet. sugg. the order 1. n. s. 9.10, -OH n•n1] F Quod si ; .SS J;. 
-mlll] 6 adds Ko.! v'll"oXwp/Jfiuo.-ro., o! Ko;ord.Xot'll"o,.-,,,, lNfVll] 6 Ko.I XfJµ-,f,ovro., 
ol olKEIO, ol avnoiv. Hal. ,,,, lHif n• Riedel, ,,, Utff,1- - lll"1Do1] Many Mss. 
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read t'. 6 11:a.l 1ra.pa.fJ,wvra.,, = 1,10•1 (Va., Vol.), as in Gn. 19' 2 K. 217 51e, 
"' V V V 

or 1i,0•1 (Vol.), as in I S. 28211• ,S ~ ~~ ~ cl = 1.:i,pc1 (Seb.); 
F et cqmburet eum; l!I; H~'12:Q• Now. ii.DD!li(?); Riedel, :,~1111' = besom.
After C'DllV] 6 adds a.tlrwv.-,rvHS] 8 pl.-•ri.:,,,.:i] 6 and.SS om.- D.DH] 
Riedel adds m:,, ,n, to explain what follows. - 'm D,i] m; 1,~;, ,1;1•~1 Ill~ 

•~1 H~'fll 1~!1? 111:1 Hr, l''?~~ 11~ i.:i ''J~. ,SS ~~ =? ~ ~ reading 
DQH for c;, (so Seb.; cf. Gr. Monatsschrift, 1886, p. 376). _ ,,.:,mS] 

T 17 y 

.S 001!1 ~r!'= = .,,~1::i (Seb.); F recorderis. The following attempts at 

reconstructi~n of the text may be noted : Oort, understanding that D;i ,t:HI 
is a dittog. of DDH ,cHI (cf. Baumann, who om. D.DH ,DH1), that the material 
has been largely transposed, and that the horrors of an earthquake are here 
described, reads: ·• r,i;, •.:, (ll) ;,!)Ill .:i -,.:,Jn 11, iv (lO d) ;iHSD1 i•v ,r,-,JDm (84) 
• • • 1HIIIJ1 (10) 1ri!) inN n•.:i:i C•IIIJH n,rvv CH ;,,m (9) D'Jli'J ••• n•:m :,.:,:,i :"!1:i''O 
D.DH .,!)111 1ll)I ,1)1;, r,,::i;, ,r,::i-,,:i ,11111, .,!)111 l"l'::ll"I-,!). That is: (8d) And 
I will deliver up a city and its contents, (lO d) so that it shall no longer 
be called by its name; (11) for, behold, Yahweh commands and will smite, 
etc., (9) and it shall come to pass that, whenever ten men shall have 
died in one house, (10) their relatives will clear away the ruins in order 
to carry the bones from the house, and they will say to whoever is in 
the rear of the ho-.se, "Is there still another?" and he will answer, 
"No!" Zeydner reads ( ThSt. IV. 196 ff.; so Val.): 11•'.!l1;it, i'J~lj> -,1111111 (10) 
Stc ,S,.:,c,, ,D111 D&\:I ,011, 1llJI ,,im ri•::in •n:i,,:i ,111NS ,DNl n•::in-1D c•ci11 
m;,, crv::i ,_;,1::,. That is : (10) And an escaped one will remain to bring 
forth the bones from the house and he will say to whoever is within 
the house, "Is there still any one with thee?" And he will say" No." And 
he will say, "These have done foolishly. Remember the name of Yahweh." 
Ru. reads : 11111111 (10) c•;i:J".!~ .,.,~i'.\ me• ii;t'Jl ri•.:i:i c•ll'JH n,111)1 -,•~~ ctt n•l"ll (9) 
·u, Di1N1 ,1;111 'l~~ ,,vn ••. ,D111 ri•::in-10 1•~~1', ·n, 'tl1 •,. That is : (9) And 
it shall come to pass that if there be ten men in a house and one die 
and the others be left, etc., ••• to bring forth his bones • • • "Is He 
still with you who creates ( = .,)2il) and annihilates ? " • • • Gr. reads : 
10,1111 cn,,::ij, c111t'J1 (10), substitutes 1,0111 for the sg., drops cm ,0111 as dittog. 
from CllH ,,0111, and adds ~::i~ after HS. Hoffm. reads 1•~;~~ 1-,.,, 111tvJ1 (10) 

= and his burners erect a funeral pyre for him. Oet. sugg. iH ,,, ttlllJl (lO) 
'17t:!• treats n•::io C•DJJI 11•lmS as a gloss on the corrupt 10,001 and de
clares the remainder of the v., beginning with the first ,D111, to be "un• 
versehrt." Elh. reads 1illDll ,,,., HrvJi, and om. iDNl following 1D)I. Box and 
Oesterley (Exp. T. XII. (1901) 235 f.) read 0'lll)I N'J'1nS 1J"1D1 .,HIii ,11111J1 
D!lH .,!)111 1llll ,1.1m r,,:i:, •n:i,,:i ,11111, .,!)HI l"l'::ll"l-lll, treating Dl"I ,0111 as a 
dittog., and the last clause, \ll ,:,, as a gloss on on ,DNi. Marti .,~9!? ,1, ,t:!itJ], 
or ,~9Q ;-,;, .,~'t'· -11. l"ll!ll nin• iii;, •.:,] Is an insertion (so also Baumann) 
made to connect vs.9. 10 with the interrupted thought in 'll1 :,:,;,1) which is to 
be read r,~ri,1 or IJrl] (so Oet.). Gr. reads N!'' for l"lllll.-ri,::in] ~ iJS,i;,. Hi. . . . 
om. n as due to homoioteleutoD (so Or,).-~1,Jn] .! },:.:i;,-0•0•0,,c,;1,:i] 
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,S .,.o,~=• ...mc..?sJ=· Gr. 011'\l'\.-n•:im] Gr. r,,:,1,-lS. w,,n, CM 
c•ip.:a:i) 6 El 1ra.pa.ruw1r1/!ToPTa.t l, /J17Xela,s = c•:;ii2~ or r,\:ii?.; (Va., Ba.), prob
ably an error of vision. '.B" aut arari potest in bubalis; 'A. el dpoTpta.01/treTa.t; 
~. 1rfrpa. o,a {Jaw,. Read c• "lp:i:i (so Mich., Hi.; Oort, TkT. XIV. 120, and 
Em.; Gr., We., Gu., Val., Mit., GAS., Now., Dr., Lohr, Elh., Oet., Marti); 
cf. Hirschi, C'J1i?~~ Qb. 3910); Hal. c,1 "iHP• - w11'\'7] 6 di /Jvµ.l,,, as in 
Dt. 3238 Jb. 2016; ~ 1'1P9 1;11J ,p,'\7,-13. 11',',] Gr. t,t', s~.-14. ·u, ,, IJl!J] 

Omitted in some Mss. of 6. Transpose to end of v. (so Lohr). 8.S 
insert •u before Cl!J.-111:i",o] 6 Toii µ:IJ dueMei',,-,JI] 6 Ka.l ws = iv, 
(Hirscht); (55A. and other codd., !011.- n:iivn] 6 -rw11 ov,rµ.wv, a frequent 

rendering of J'\))O and nJ'\)); cf. Is. 157• :C i:;~?• Oort r.ugg. the trans
position of v.u to precede 525• 

8. The Lord Yahweh hath sworn by himse!f] Elsewhere 
only in Je. 5114, in 42 the oath was by his holiness. For ex
pressions similar to this, Gn. 22 16 Nu. 1428 Heb. 6u. -I abhor J • 
Cf. Dt. 2863 Ho. 512 14 13H; also Am. l• - The glory of Jacob] 
Not something that belonged to Israel as a special treasure, which 
distinguished them from other nations, cf. Is. 2

10
• 

19
• 21 Ps. 4 74, t in 

other words, the true glory, which shall now be taken away; nor 
the temple at Jerusalem, cf. m:; t but rather that of which Jacob 
boasted as their glory, viz. palaces and cities (cf. Na. 2 2 Zc. 96), §, 
the pride which has brought downfall (Is. 99 Ho. 56

) - II - I will 
deliver the city and its contents] i.e. men, cattle, goods, shall be 
given to the enemy (18 9). Perhaps the thought refers more 
specifically to the siege · and capture of the city ; 1 cf. 2 14-I8 3" r. 
42

· 3 518 83• The city is Samaria, the article being omitted in the 
terse, poetical expression. - 9. This verse and the following 
introduce a new element into the description of the future pun
ishment, and at the same time a new form and a new style. 
After these verses (t'.e. in vs.ru.12-14) the old idea, style, and form 
recur. The new element is the plague; the new form, an indi
vidual experience ; the new style, conversational prose, the poetic 

• The root JNl'1 may better be read :ivr, (v.s,), whether the use of N in this text 
is to be understood as an intentional change (Geiger, p. 349), a Samaritanism 
(Eich, Einl. I. 185; Jus.), a provincialism (Ba.), or a copyist's error (Dahl., Now.), 
The renderings "I find wanting" (cf. 1l'l'.?~';'), Storr (see Va.), "I will paralyze," 

from ~G. to oe numll (Va.), hardly de~erve consideration. 
t Cal., Hd. t Ki. and Jewish interpreters generally. 
§ Ros., Ke., Mit. 11 Ba. 'IT Hi., Ba,, Pu. 
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form being abandoned. There is nothing in v.8, or in vs.1211"· which 
corresponds, or lends aid in interpretation. - And it shall come 
to pass] Cf. the series of pictures of devastation in Is. g:u;. 21. 2:1. 

-If there be left ten men in one house that they shall dze] 
The picture is that of a slaughter in war. If of the survivors 
there are as many as ten, all of them shall perish in a plague. 
According to some,* ten represents a large number, a numerous 
family, all of whom, however, shall die. According to others, t 
it means a very few, because the prophet has in mind especially 
the palaces which would contain hundreds. -10. And one's 
uncle, even his burner, shall take him up to bring out the body 
from the house] The relative, t perhaps uncle,§ father and brothers 
being dead, comes to care for the dead body. The relative is 
either himself the burner, or is accompanied by a burner. Inas
much as burning of the dead was entirely exceptional among 
the Hebrews (cf. 21 ; the cases of criminals, Lv. 2014 219 Jos. ,15-2/l 

Gn. 3824
, and that of Saul and his sons), this has been taken 

as another exception, the prophet supposing it to be impossible 
to adopt the usual form of burial, and the burner represented 
as acting either within II or without ,r the home, on account of 
the peculiar situation; or the burning, like the plague itself, has 
been considered a mark of divine anger.** The reference is 
not, however, to the burning of the body, but to the burning 
of spices in honor of the dead; tt cf. Je. 345

, and especially 
2 Ch. 1614 21m. The suggestion has also been madeU that 
the lack of timber in Palestine would make cremation of any 
considerable number of bodies almost impossible. The pronoun 
his seems to suggest some common custom. §§-And shall say] 
It is the relative who speaks. -To him who is in the innermost 
parts of the house] i.e. to some one who is still alive, 1111 and, in 
his terror, has withdrawn to the inmost recesses of the house; ,r,r 
not to a neigh bar in an adjoining house,*** nor to a servant, ttt nor 

• Os., Geb., Hi., Torrey, Marti. t Jus., Ros., Schro. 
t Jus., Ros., Schro., Ba., Hd., Ke. § A. V. 
II Cal., Hi. 'l"I Ke. *"' W. R. Smith, Setn. 372, N. 3. 
tt Har.; Thomson, LB. II. 493; Mit., Dr. !t Mit. 
~9 Hi., Dr. 1111 Jus., Va., Hi., Ba. 
'1"1'11 Cf. Ps. rnss; ,n,,, is also used of a cave in IS. 244, of Sheol in Is, ?4~ 

of a ship in Jon. 16, "• Cal, ttt Schlier. 



VL 9-12 ISS 

to a relative who remains weeping.• - Is tkere yet any one wz'tk 
tkee] Are you altogether alone ?-And ke shall say] Inserted to 
separate the two parts of the statement, cf. 2 K. 627 r. Gn. 16s.u 2 xr. 

- None J The last survivor answers, and in his answer gives 
utterance to the deepest feelings of despair. -And ke shall 
say: Husk I one may not mention tke name of Yahweh] Cf. 83 

Hb. 2ro Zp. 17 Zc. 213• This is not the utterance of the survivor, 
and thus to be taken as a word of repentance (being rendered, 
Ought we not to remember Yahweh's name?),t nor an explana
tory statement by Amos of what was in the sick man's mind ; t 
but the utterance of the relative to the survivor, which partakes 
of the despair common to the situation : " No prayer will avail, 
all is lost,"§ or "recourse to Yahweh is of no use"; \I "do not 
tempt Yahweh to farther outburst of anger" ; 1 "do not mention his 
name and thus make him aware of your presence" ; ** cf. Is. 1917

• tt 
- 11. For behold Yakweh wz"ll command] A part of the gloss, 
intended to regain the connection which has been lost. What 
follows should, however, be joined directly to the last words of v8, 

viz. I will give over tke cz'ty and #s contents, and one skall smite 
the great kouse and the small kouse J Utter destruction is coming. 
The great kouse in connection with tke small kouse, means either 
all houses, alike of rich and poor, H for God is no respecter of 
persons; cf. 3u;: Is. 917

; or, as seems better, the nation Israel and 
the nation Judah,§§ the former of which suffered under Shalmaneser, 
the latter under Sennacherib. - Into fragments .•. i'nto fissures J 
The distinction suggested that the destruction of the great house 
(whether taken of the rich, or of Israel) is to be more complete 
than that of the small house (£.e. the poor, or Judah), is not 
found in the text. The second word is as strong a word for de
struction as the first. -12. Do korses run upon crags?] It is 
just as unnatural and absurd for you to pervert justice, as for men 

• 0s. :t Hi. II Jus., Schro. _. Ba., Reuss. 
t Har, § Dathe, Va., Ros. 'II Ew., Dr. 
tt The collection of materials on conceptions of divine names among primitive 

peoples given by F. J. Coffin, in his dissertation on the Third Commandment, is 
of interest as illustrating the last clause of v,1°; see JBL. XIX. 166 ff. Cf. also 
Baumann's sugg. that :,1:, 1 has displaced an original c•:i~K = spirit (IS. :z81ll), 

U Cal., Har., Ros., Schro., Hi., Mit., Dr., Marti 
§§ m:, Jer,, Dahl, Dathe, Jus., Hd., Or., We. 
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to make horses run upon crags.* We are not to understand that 
the rock represents the hard and stubborn people.t - Does one 
plough the sea with oxen .2] This reading (v.s.) avoids the necessity 
of supplying an important word in thought and, at the same time, 
the very irregular plural form, c•-,v:.. - That] •:., can scarcely be 
rendered but, t or surely. § - Ye have turned justice into poison J 
Only a general word may be used, since the exact meaning of iv~-, 
is uncertain (v.i.). "A moral order exists which it is as impossible 
to break without disaster as it would be to break the natural order 
by driving horses upon a precipice." II-The fruit ef righteousness 
into wormwood] i.e. what would be good and helpful, into that 
which is bitter and injurious. -13. Who rejoice in that which is 
not] A strong effect is produced by using t6 to negate a noun 
( cf. CL' at',, ',arM,, Dt. 3217

· 
21

; lt"'M t,t1,, Is. 318
). The people, whom 

the prophet rebukes, flatter themselves with self-deception, that 
which is imaginary, not real ,r; but v.i. - Who say, Have we not 
taken for ourselves horns by our own strength I] The nation is rep
resented as boasting of the new power** which they had acquired 
under Jeroboam II. ; tt the horn represents power, J e. 482,5 Dt. 3317 

Ps. 755· 10 8917• An utterance of pride, similar to this, is placed in 
Ephraim's mouth, Is. 910

• Against Graetz's suggestion U that 1:t', 
-,:.-, is a city, viz. Lo-debar, 2 S. 94 r. 17zr, and c•~,;, another city 
(1 Mace. 5211

; cf. Ashteroth-Karnaim, Gn. 145 !!&), both on the 
east of Jordan, and that the boast has to do with their recent 
subjection by Jeroboam, the names of these towns being selected 
because of their peculiar significance,§§ may be said : 1111 ( 1) the 
Hebrew prophets are not accustomed to speak thus of victories, 
( 2) nj,I;, is not the proper word for capturing a town, but rather 
-,:i,, (3) 1, np', is a common idiom for the idea, to provide onese!f 
with (cf. Is. 81 Je. 362

·
28 Ez. 41 51 Zc. 1115, etc.); (4) these towns 

were not sufficiently strong to warrant such a reference to them,1,r 
(5) c£ 515 ; (6) the unanimous testimony of the versions. -
14. Yea] or surely, goes back again to v.11 after the digression 

• Dathe, Schro., Ba., Hd., Pu., Ke., Reuss, Mit., Dr. t Cal., Os. 
:t Mit. § Hes. II GAS. 'II Cal., Os., Geb., Ros. 
** Geb., Har., Jus., Schro., Dr. tt Jus., Schro., Ba., Ke., Dr, 
ti So We., GAS., Now,, Elh., BDB., p, 520, Marti, §§ GAS. UU Dr. 
1"J Cf, however GAS. L :i:761t 
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in vs.12• 13; not but• nor for as "justifying the low estimate of 
their power, expressed in v.13

," t nor "as a means of destroying 
you in spite of your imagined strength" ; t nor therefore, because 
of your self-confidence. § - Behold] Here, as so often, in the 
announcement of the climax. - I am raising up] Cf. ?8 Hb. 18 

Is. 10~; in the sense of giving to them a commission; it is some
thing which is even now in progress. - Against you, 0 house of 
Israel, a nation] :By the removal of the clause beginning with 
CIO the object nation is brought nearer the verb. This nation 
was of course Assyria ; cf. 521 Is. 5~ ft'. - And they shall crush 
you] Cf. Ex. 39 Ju. 43 69 Nu. 2225.-From the entrance to Hamath] 
Cf. 2 K. 1425, which describes the restoration of Jeroboam II. in 
almost the same words; also Nu. 348, which indicates this as 
the territory promised. This was the pass between the Lebanons, 
the northern limit of Israel's territory. Dan was at its mouth. 
- Unto the stream of the Arabah] This could not have been 
the Nile, II nor the Dead Sea 1 which in Nu. 348· 12 is the southern 
border, nor the river Amon;** cf. 2 K. 1425 ; nor the Kidron.tt 
We must decide between ( 1) the stream of Egypt, i.e. the Wady
el-Arish, Nu. 346; H (2) the sea of the Arabah, i.e. Wady-el-.Ifasy, 
the old boundary between Moab and Edom, which flows into 
the southern end of the Dead Sea;§§ or (3) a stream flowing 
into the north end of the Dead Sea; 1111 in this case 2 K. 1425 

would mean that Jeroboam II. had extended his kingdom as 
far as the Dead Sea (cf. Dt. s16r-).,, 

In many forms and under many figures the poet has thus pro
nounced the doom of captivity. With each new effort, he has 
become more clear and definite; and with this direct statement 
the first part of the book closes. 

• AV. :t Mit. 11 Dathe, "Jus.; cf. Hoffin. 
t Dr. § Cf, Geb. ,r Dahl. tt Ros., Schro., Mau., Hd. 
t:t Cf, We., who suggests that originally the reading was probably 0 1,10 ~Ml, 

and that the present text is the work of a later writer who desired to exclude Judah 
from the threatened territory. 

§§ Hi., Gun., Now., Dr. 1111 Mit., GAS. 
,r,r The name ;,J'\)1:'1 ~Ml occurs only here; as We, notes, the southern border 

is D•'\ltl ~Ml when Judah is included and 1'1J'\)1:'1 c• when it is excluded. A 
D1 ::J'\)1'1 ~Ml is mentioned in Is. 151 as the boundary between Moab and Edom 
which is probably not referred to here. 
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8. llt'DJ)] This is the ) of swearing; cf. Gn. 2128 2216 Am. SH; Ko. 391 a; 
BDB. 89f,; his soul= himself; cf. Ps. 2518 Gn. 496, etc.; H. 8, u, rm. (d), 
-JHno] = J;trio. Cf. the constant interchange of Sv and Si-c; S;,l and 
Si-cJ; v. BSZ. 577. The weakening of ;, to N is characteristic of the later 
development of the Semitic languages; it is especially frequent in Assyrian, 
Mandaic, Samaritan, Phoenician,and the later stages of Ethiopic and Aramaic; 
cf. Lindberg, Vergleich, Gram. d. sem. Sprachen, I. 21 f. -pHJ] V. note of Dr., 
pp. 238f.-9. ino1] The, marks apod., H. 44, 2c.-lO. ,,,,] Most com
mon force in Heh. as in other Semitic dialects (cf. Assyr. dddu) is "loved one"; 
so Is. 51 and Ct. 113 f- et passim; but the meaning "uncle" is well attested; 
cf. Lv. 104 1 S. 1450 ; so also in Syriac. A broader term, e.g. ldnsman, would 
seem better here (Hi., Ba., Ke., Or., RV. m., BDB.).-1Jl'10o] Cf. 1 K. 182T, 

J'W for J'0; La. 26, 1w for 10; La. 4\ W'1D for 0'1D; 2 S. 122, lllt'l for JlOJ; for similar 
interchange in Aramaic, cf. Dalman, Gram. d. jud.-pal. Aram., p. 74. This 
use of the pron. suf. without reference to anything already mentioned is 
awkward, but not unknown; cf. Is. 175 (where the text should probably be 
emended to read '1!i'), For the use of sg. suffix referring to pl. antecedent, 
cf. Ko. 348 a,- 0llN] Used absolutely, GK. 152 s, cf. Ew.8 § 322 b.-on] 
Ordinarily as here (Ju. i 9 Am. 88 Hb. 220 Zp. 17 Zc. 217) an interjection; 
cf. Ne. 811 Nu. 1380 where it is treated as a vb.--,,,r:,S] On construction, 
cf. Ew.8 § 295e; Ko. 399'3.-0lt'::J] ::i of interest, Ko. 212e.-ll. c•o•o-,J ,, 
a.>..; cf. Ar. ~="a fountain choked up by ruins"; and the related root 

in Assyr., resu (0H'1) = to shatter, kill, etc.; cf. 1'1'1 and o-,n, and lt't''1' 
(Je. 517). In Ct. 52 the same word has the sense drops (of dew), but this 
must come from another oo-, (cf. Ez. 4614), Cf. Hoffm. ZA W. III. u5. 
On use of acc., cf. Ew.8 § 284 a, (c); Ko. 327 v. -12. 0''1i'J::J] It is urged 
against the reading o, ,p::i::i (1) that the pl. C•'1j:>::J appears in 2 Ch. 48; 
cf. Ne. 1087 ; (2) that the mention of oxen in connection with sea-ploughing 
is superfluous; (3) that the absence of the article with c, would be excep
tional; and (4) that the figure would be too bold for a Semite; cf. Gun.; 
Ko. 254g. - lt'H'1] Written w·,.,, Dt. 3282• Ho. 1o4 and Dt. 2917 show that 
the word denotes some plant, and its frequent association with niv, indicates 
that it was of a bitter (Ps. 6922) and probably poisonous nature. Poison is 
clearly meant in Dt. 32ss Je. 814 Jb. 2016, etc. Some have thought that the 
poppy was the plant in question (Thes.; G. E. Post, DB. II. 104).-
13. 1-1':,':,] GK. 152 a, N.; Ew.8 § 286g; H. 8, 2 d, rm. (/); Ko. 38of ('1WN 
being dropped from consciousness). -14. m1-1::i1n] The article in this title 
is exceptional. The full title n1NJ1[n] ,nl:,1-1 n,n, occurs 26 times in O. T., 
but the article appears with l'\1N::J3 only four times, viz. Ho. 126 Am. 318 614 96• 

It occurs six times in Amos without the article (4lS 514.1&.16 . .27 68). Cf. 
Ko. 295 i and 285 a. - •u] "Indeterminate for the sake of amplification" 
(as in Arabic)= a terrible(?) nation; GK. 125c.-H1::i,t1] On construe• 
lion, Ko. 4o6 c. 



Vli. I-9 

§ 11. Three visions of destruction. 71-9• These three visions 
were probably announced at Bethel:* (1) a vision of devouring 
locusts, the destruction stayed by the interposition of Yahweh's 
hand (71-3); (2) a vision of devouring fire, the destruction stayed 
again by the interposition of Yahweh's hand (7~; (3) a vision 
of a plumb-line, the destruction this time permitted to become 
complete (774).t 

Contrary to the usual interpretation, this section, like those which have pre• 
ceded, is a poem. I reached this conclusion in March, 1897; see B W. Nov, 
1898, pp. 333ff.; cf. Elh. De profetie van Amos (1899); Lohr (1901); 
Baumann (1903). The form and style are in many respects similar to 
those found in the first pieces (chaps. I and 2). The poem consists of three 
stanzas of nine trimeters each. These stanzas present in common a remark
able symmetry, each falling logically into three subdivisions; the first and 
second are strictly parallel throughout: -

rw,, 'l111 'lll"1l"I 1'1:) 
,:iJ -,i,, [n,n,] 1'1l1'1l 

e,p'm m,v 11Snn:i 
nS:io 1u1 ,n,, 

y-,11n :ll\'p·n11 \:,11, 
1u·n,o n,:,, 'l"111 -,011, 

K1l"I J1tli' ,:, Ji'i/' tlli'' '0 
1111r-Sy n,n, cm 

mn, ,011 n,nn t-iS 

:rn,, 'l"111 •lK"11'1 n:, 
;:i,-,t, K"1j'.l 1'1l"1 

1'111'1' •JiK e>K:i 
nJ"l 01nn·n11 S:,1m1 

p,nn r,11 n',:,111 

11r,,n nin• 'l1K "ltlKl 
Klli Jltlj'.l ,:, Ji'J1' C1i'' •o 

!1KI 'ii n,n, Cnl 

n,:,, "1CK n,:,r,·11, 11,n CJ 

Of the nine lines live in each are practically the same; in the remaining 
four there is a similarity of plan; cf. nJn1, line 2, the forms of S:,11 in lines 
4 and 5; and the same logical division comes at the end of each triplet. Con
cerning the corrections of the text, viz. (r) omission of 7Sr.m •lJ "lnN tvpS 1'1lnl 

(v.l) and (2) the reading of nS:,o t-i~ ,n,, (v.~), v.i. The third stanza is from 
its nature essentially different, and yet the difference is one of thought rather 
than of form. ,vith the omission ofv.80 (v.i.) the arrangement is as follows:-

,i, ,,:iv "11,i/ '1'01N 11, 'lll'1i"I n::, 
pntv• n,c:, lCWll 

,:i-,n, ,11,11'• ,iv,pc, 

:i,n:i Ci/:J"1' n•:i S;i ,r,cp1 

.:lSJ •JiK 1'1l1'11 
1Jte ,,,:11 no,n·"3, 

1lK CW 'lJ1'1 'liN "1CK'1 
',11-,w, •Di/ J"lPJ 

• Note the suggestion of H.P. Smith, Old Testament History (1903), p. 2II, that 
these visions belong to the opening of Amos's ministry. 

t (1) On the relationship of chs. 7-9 to those which have preceded, see Intro
duction, p. cxxviii; (2) on the nature of the vision and its use in prophecy, sec 
references on p. 388. 
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VII. 1-3. A vision of destroying locusts, whose destructt"ve wor!t 
is stayed by Yahweh upon the prophet's urgent intervention. 

1. ,11•] Ii ir,-yol/1] = ,~: (so also Ba., Hoffm., Gu., We.8, Marti); so.$ and g 
n~-;i;i. Insert m:,, as subject of ,i,, (so Oort, Now., Elh.).-n~nn] Baumann 
om. -,~o:, '!J inN rvp~ m:i,] Read P7.; for rvp~ (so Hoffm., We., Lohr; 
Che., Crit. Bib.; Marti). 6 {Jpovxos els rw-y o {Ja.u,11.ells; • A. r,,;,µor lnrlu., 
T'TS -ydt'qs ToiJ fJa.1r<1'.iw1 ; l:. ,ca,l ws elre'iv fJ,j,,µos µ.ETrJ. T~P ,covprJ.P TOIi 

{Ja.tr1Mw1; e. ,ca,l l8ou l51f!L/J,OS /J,ETrl. T~P ICOVprl.P TOIi {Ja.,1111.iws. Gr. 'H l'lN Wj?.~. 
Oort, 1,~; for wp~ (so Val.). Elh, p~,:, 1.:u "1MN mm. Volz ( ThLZ. XXV. 
1900, p. 292) W'i'?sliJ nJI. "11'.!~ Wj?,~I'.!); cf, Marti. Schmidt (EB. 4332), m +o 
or 1,on m. Che. ( Crit. Bib.) ~•cii;t~ cm :,~")~', i'~' nim. This phrase is an 
explanatory insertion not belonging to the original text, as appears from 
the form, the thought, and the strophic structure (so Now., Baumann).-
2. :,~:, CM :,,:,,] Read ;i~;,r,i M~ '1'!)l (so Torrey, JBL. XIII. 63; We.8, 

Dr., Oort, Em.; Lohr; cf. GK. II2 uu; but cf. Baumann). We.I c,io ,;,,,, 
Now. "11!-'M:, ,:,,,or,., ,.,,, (so Elh.). Val. CM ,;i,1, Oet. -1:i;:, = \Jry (cf. Je. 188). 

Volz, ~:,N[~] :,~ "1DN•1. Baumann and Marti om. :,~:, CN. - Nrn~c,J 8 
%Xews ")'EPaD; '.B' propitius tsfo, obucro; .$ ~- Gr. NJ-~"1n, as in v.6.
Cli'' •o] 6.$'.B' = Hiph'U (so also Os., Dathe, Gr., Seb., Oet.). l:. T! ,:')., 
{nrotTT1,treTa.& 'la.rcC:,fJ. Cf. the frequently occurring phrase c,1,0 l'M (e.g. 52). 

Oort, cip:r,, for c,p, :io (so Val., Now. (? ), Elh., Oet.); but the text 
may w,:IIv5tand.-3. cni] Ii µeTa.vo71vov = ::i:q (Vol.) or C!Jft (Va.); so 

.$ ~en). '.B' misertus est; • A. ra.pe1e1'.1,071; l:. ra.pa.,c"hfi071T1. 

1. Thus the Lord Yahweh showed me] This is the uniform 
introduction to all the visions except the fifth ( 91

). There is 
no evidence to show whether the vision came in a dream, or in 
ecstasy. Indeed, it is not necessary to suppose that either of 
these methods was employed. They are, nevertheless, real 
visions, since the writer clearly distinguishes between them (to
gether with the fourth vision in 81--1) and the historical episode in 
i0-11• - Yahweh was forming] Cf. Gn. 2 7• To supply Yahweh as 
the subject brings the form of expression into harmony with the 
corresponding line of the second stanza, and makes unnecessary 
the reading of .,=r. (formation, breed) instead of the participle, 
although this is favored by @~m: and many scholars (v.s.). The 
participle shows that the action was not yet finished. - Locusts] 
Perhaps, here, locusts in the larval stage.* Reference was made 

"'See Dr., pp. 82-91 ( = Excursus on Locusts), and, in addition to the literature 
there cited, art." Locusts," in DB. and EB. 



vn. 1-2 t6t 

in 4' to the sending o( locusts for the purpos~ of bringing Israel 
to see the error of her ways. This was, of course, an act of mercy 
on the part of Yahweh. But here the mercy "appears not in 
sending the locusts, but in withdrawing them before they had 
utterly destroyed the vegetation of the country. It is the same 
plague viewed from two slightly different standpoints, from the 
first of which appears the active, from the second the passive side 
of the divine mercy." * - In the beginning of the coming up of the 
aftergrowth] The 'aftergrowth' was either ( 1) the second growth, 
the first being cut off, as here, for taxes, or for royal use,t or 
( 2) a later grass which started up in March and April under the 
influence of the late spring rains. t Ordinarily grass was not 
cut and made into hay, but was eaten, as it grew, by the 
cattle. § Perhaps, however, in this case, it had been allowed to 
grow for the king's levy for the support of the cavalry, II -
And hhold there were full-grown locusts after the king's mow
ings] This is undoubtedly a gloss ( v.s.) intended to fix more 
definitely the exact time of the invasion of locusts. Does this 
mean the king's mowings, which, as suggested above, were levied 
for the army, the people making no use of the grass until 
this levy had been taken away?1 This seems satisfactory, yet 
some take ".i~ in the sense of shean·ngs, the time designated being 
the time of the king's sheepshean·ng.** The translation locusts 
involves a change of text based upon Qi) ( v.s.). ;tll~ has after
growth. The appearance of the larvae of the locust in the 
beginning of the coming up of the aftergrowth, and of fully 
developed locusts after the king's mowings, is intended to rep
resent a destruction of herbage which threatened to be complete, 
since the latter appeared at a time when the rains were all past 
and the summer heat was just beginning. - 2. And when they 
were making an end of devouring] Mitchell contends (1) that 
:-r:i, should be retained instead of the proposed •n-i ; ( 2) that it 

• Mit. t Jus., New., Or., et al. f Mit., GAS., Now. 
§ Burckhard!, Travels in Syria, 246; so Mit., Now., and others; but see 

Gun. (TkSt. XVIII. 222 f.), who questions the statement that hay was unknown in 
Palestine, and that eop':> cannot mean aftergrowth, and cites Ps. 372 726 go6 to show 
that two growths of grass were customary, II WRS. Sem. 246. 

,r Ros., Ew., Ba., Now., Dr. ff Hoffm., Mit. 

M 
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has the inchoative force (cf. Is. 44); (3) that to suppose that 
the locusts would first devour the herbage and then proceed 
to the grass is to make a distinction between ::l'DI.' and tci'', 
(viz. vegetables and grass)• which does not exist, and also 
to ignore the habits of locusts, who devour everything as they 
go. :-w,, = and it was coming to pass, i.e. an act not yet com
pleted. This is better than the suggestion t to substitute c,r.i for 
Clt; but the reading ;,7;i!? K:;r ';:l;l (v.s.) is adopted here as being 
still more plausible. - Forgive J i.e., Israel has sinned; the locusts 
have been sent to punish; the punishment having been inflicted 
in part, forgive now the sins on account of which it was sent. -
How can Jacob stand] The interrogative •~ is used here as in 
Is. 5 1 19 = as who, i.e. in what condition is Jacob that he should 
stand? t The reading C'i'' (v.s.)= who shall raise up Jacob? is 
not necessary; nor is •~ used in apposition with the subject.§ 
Cf. the reading C1i':~ (v.s.).-Forhe is small] Notwithstanding 
his boasts he is insignificant in the sight, not only of God, but also 
of men. - 3. Yahweh repented him concerning this J The usual 
ar,thropomorphic expression; cf. v.6 1 S. 1535 Jon. J9 Gn. 67 Jo. 2 1\ 

-It shall not be] The utter destruction proposed will not take 
place. Perhaps sufficient infliction has now been given to bring 
Israel to a realization of his sins. Cf. the similar description of 
Yahweh's method of work with Israel in chap. 4. 

The first vision describes graphically a visitation of locusts sent 
upon Israel as a punishment, which, however, because of the 
intervention of the prophet was stayed before it had completely 
devoured the land. The prophet had in mind, according to 
some, an attack of locusts; II according to others, an Assyrian 
invasion, viz. that of Pul or Tiglathpileser III.,,r or past punish
ment, of whatever kind, which had been only partial.H 

1. •u, i"ll1"11] The equivalent of an obj. clause. Ko. 361g:-•~i] From the 
root :,.:u (not found as such) meaning gather; cf. I~-= H~l (whence "??.• 
Is. 30H,pool, cistern); Aram. "il· Three nominal forms occur: (1) ~! (in 
pl.), Is. 33'; also (2) J\J, Na. J17; (3) •Ju orig. vowels d, a; cf. GK.86i; 
Ols. 2r6 d; Sta. 190 and 301 a. - •u] Hoffm. and Mit. render shearing-s, main-

• Hi., Ke. 
tWe, 

t Geb., Ros., Hd.; Ko, 33~i. 
§ Hi., Dr. 

JI Pu., Mit., Dr. ff We. 
'IT Har., Dathe, Ros., Hd. 
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taining (1) that mowing and haymaking are and always have been unknown 
in Palestine, (2) that r~ = fleece in Dt. 184 Jb. 3120, and in Ps, 726 jluce 
suits better than meadow, But as We, suggests, (1) the king's shearing 
woulu take place at the same time as that of other people, and the added 
genitive would be superfluous, (2) the rendering mowing is made probable 
by its occurrence in Arabic. However, Assyrian gizzu is always = shearing, 
wool. -2. n•m] If correct, freq, Dr. § 120; H. 25, I a; but better as above. 
-S:iN7 n,.:,o] On the use of the infinitive, GK. 114m; Ew.8 285 c; H. 29, 4a. 

- 3. cnJ] Niph. pf.; cf. Ar, ~ -= to sigh deeply, groan; with L,7 as in 

v. 6 J e. 86 Ex, 3212, etc., sometimes with '" J e. 268, and with a clause intro
duced by •;, Gn. 66f,-nNr] This thing: fem.= neut, GK. 122q.; H. 2, 3; 
not because it refers to a plague. -n,.,n] Fem.; cf. nNr. 

4-6. A vision ef destroying fire, whose destructive work is stayed 
by Yahweh upon the prophet's urgent i'ntervention. 

• 
4. TVN:J :i,,, N"II' nJni] 6 for :i,,S has -r~• 8lK'I•; .S5 \~i t!I'. 1~1;17; 

0. KtXl o KaXwv -r11v 8lK'I•; '.J:T et ecce vocabat judicium ad ignem. Ew. inter
prets (so Hi., We., Now.) N1i' as= ,,-:Jf, (Is. 3414). Krenke! (ZwTh. IX. 
271) L!IH •:i•:iili; cf. Dt. 322 ; so Oort (ThT. XIV. 121, and Em.), Val.; but 
as Oet, says, :i,:i, is not so used, the usage being as in Gn. 1924, TVN ,,::,r;:o. 
Gr, L!IH:l ,;,:i,. Hoffm. L!IN:J :i,, or JVN :i:i~S; cf. Ps, 1814• Elb, and Hal., 
IVH n:in,, fl;~e of fire, Oet. :l'J11: Riedel, ;N· :i•::;ir'~ (Jb. 186). - •mt] Gr. am, 
as dittog.-':>.:,N:-ll] Elh, S.:,Nn "ION'l,-i'l:,nn] 6 adds Kuptov; cf. Dt. 329• 

'.J:T inserts simul. Krenke}, S:in nHl (Zw Th. IX. 271; so Oort, Em.; Val., 
Oet.), Hoffm. i'7ri'.'.l,-6. NrS,n] ,S!i-m; render in same way as HJ"niio v.2.-
6. n•nn Nii] 6 in v,8, oilK lo-rix,, here ot'i P.1/ ')'~V'ITIXl,-'n' 'N ii:H] :C om, as 
in v.8• 

4. The Lord Yahweh was calling to contend by fire] Cf. Is. 6616
• 

Yahweh is now in open controversy with his people. This repre
sentation is not infrequent; cf. Is. 318 J e. 2° Ho. 41 Mi. 62

• Call• 
t'ng, as in 58 96

, = giving command. Cf. also Is. 4813 Jb. 3884
• 

It is Yahweh who is calling, not an angel,* and the command is 
that punishment shall be inflicted by fire ; in other words, "fire 
is called into the quarrel." t Other suggestions are as follows: 
calling (Israel) to strife with fire; t one called that the Lord 
Yahweh would punish with fire.§ The reference in any case is 
not to war, II but, as the context plainly shows, to summer heat1 
which results in drought. If k.,i' is taken as= :i-::,j, (v.s.), the 

•Ew. tGAS. l Ba. § Ew. II Hd. 'IIWe,,Mit. 
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meaning is (cf. Dt. 2518 Is. 3414) Yahweh meets (i.e. comes near) 
to stn·ve; but in favor of the ordinary interpretation is (1) the 
phrase in Am. 58, (2) the parallel in Is. 4813 ; cf. Jb. 3834 ; it is 
true, however, that these are all late passages. -And it devoured 
the deep] So intense is the drought that the great subterranean 
depths which supply the springs and streams with water are dried 
up.* Cf. Gn. 711 Dt. 3J13 Ps. 242

• For similar droughts, cf. 
Jo. 1

19
·

20 Ps. 8314 Is. 918.t There is no reference to large bodies 
of water like the Jordan. t Elh. supplies "and he said," and then 
reads : " it shall devour the great deep and it shall devour the 
land." -And had begun to devour the land] This has been under
stood as meaning the land of Israel, i.e. the portion assigned by 
Yahweh to his people (cf. Mi. 2 4 and ,-,;,t,n in Am. 47); § by others, 
as the cultivated land ( cf. Mi. 2 4 2 K. 910· 36r') ; II but if we under
stand the framework of the land in distinction from sea, i.e. that 
which is apportioned to man for cultivation,1 we obtain the climax 
which Wellhausen fails to see.** 

The first and second visions are parallel with the list of inflic
tions in 46-11 ; others might have been added, but these two were 
typical of all the efforts which had been made to tum Israel from 
her evil way. The fire may have been intended to represent a 
more severe punishment than that which the locusts repre
sented.tt While there is no reference to an Assyrian inva
sion, H the two represent every past judgment which has befallen 
Israel. These visions are not premonitions of coming disaster,§§ 
but rather interpretations of actual afflictions. 1111 

4. ::i,,~J Davidson translates, calling fire into tlie quarrel; but see GAS., 
p. uo; H. 47, 3d; Ew.8 338a.-1VN::l] On force of art., cf. Ko. 299c.
mn• •JiN] On peculiar position, cf. Ew.s 306d.-c1nn nN] On use of nN and 
absence of art., Ko. 293 c; cf. Ko. 249 i, on feminine gender. -:iS:,N1] in con• 
tin. of ~:,Nm is peculiar; cf. GK. 112tt; Dr.§ 120 n; Ko. 37op = it had jusl 
begun to eat, i.e. incipient impf. with pluperfect idea. Cf. Gun. ( Th St. 
XVIII. 223 f.), who regards this as indefensible ( either a slip of the pen 01 

an incorrect phrase) and would read ~:,Nm.-6. N•n-cJ] Emph. 

• Hoffin., We., Mit., GAS., Now. § Geb., Ros., Hi., GAS., Dr. 
t Thomson, The Land and the Book, II. 228. II Now. 
t Geb., Ba. 'IT Cal., GAS. 
ff Krenkel's suggestion of,~(), flu world, is unnecessary. 
tt Cal., Dr. tt Geb., and many others. 

§§ Or. 
IIJIGAS. 
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'1-9. A visz'on of the plumb-line, whose destruction is permitted 
to become complete, 

'f. •Jt-ti:i] Add •JiN with 6'F (so Oort, Em.; Lohr, Oet.).-1Jt-t nom] 
Read :,1?1r,, and om. 1Jt-t (so Oort, Gr., Now., Elh., Lohr, Oet.). Val. "?}~· 
Hal. i).t;t •r,. Riedel sugg. that 1lN is an abbreviatiou of nP.Jt:t,, a pun being 
intended here as in 81.-7iN] 6 doa.µa.nl.av, dodµ,a.s; so $; 'A. -yavw,11s; 
0. 'T1JKOµ,urov; 1T iitum, and trulla caementarii. - JIJ •JiN) 6 om. •iiN 

(so Lohr); e§A.Qmg and Syr.-Hex., dv-Jip eCTT'I/KWs. Hirscht explains G's 
treatment of •JiN as due to the influence of the similar form in vs.1· 4 and 
81, and perhaps also to a desire to avoid the anthropomorphism of ;Pl.1!!. 
-la. is a gloss. -'J1N ioN'1] Oort (Em.) adds ,';,N.-i1JJ1] Hal. sugg. ,~-. 
- 9. pr,v•] 155 rou -yfA.wros; so $. :!:. roil 'Ia.Kw{J ( cf. a similar change by 6 
in v.16),-'lt'ipo] 6 a.! TeXera.l. Lohr adds :,111, CNJ at close of v. 

'1. The Lord statz'oned beside a wall] ;!Mm: reads plumb-wall, 
but this is very difficult.* According to this interpretation the 
picture represents the Lord as a builder, and describes his char
acter. The wall beside which he stands is a token of his work, 
i.e. it is built by a plumb-line; it is an ideal wall. It is only this 
kind of work which he will countenance. His work must be 
exact. t But all this is exactly contrary to facts, since the wall is 
condemned. The rendering of 1Jlt by " adamant," ; referring to 
the unchangeableness of God's decrees, or by " sling " § as more 
striking and as representing ( v .8) the beginning of war, or by 
" plaster " II may not be accepted. The "wall " can hardly be 
taken allegorically as representing the people of Israel ; nor is the 
plumb-line intended to signify the law or revelation.1 It is 
equally impossible to render the phrase "wall together with a 
plumb-line" or a" wall built to the plummet."** We may there
fore suppose that the word "plummet," which occurs legitimately 
in the next phrase, has crept in here by mistake. -With a plumb
line in his hand] i.e. the purpose of the builder is to test the 
character of the wall, in order to determine whether it has been 
built thoroughly and exactly (cf. Is. 2817). There is here an antici
pation of the work of destruction which is to be spoken of later, 
for walls were destroyed by plumb-line, i.e. thoroughly tt (La. 2 8 

Is. 3411 2 K. 21 13). It is not enough to understand that the plumb-

•Cf. We. 
t Cf, Sm, SK., 1876, pp. 622 f. n. 

1 Qli.$, Stru. II Schegg, 
~ Staudlin. 'II Geb. 

ff Ke., GAS., Dr,. 
tt Hi., Pu. 
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line indicates the measurement of that part of the wall which is 
to be destroyed.* - 8. I am setting a plumb-line in the midst of 
my people Israel] The builder will test the structure, and that 
which does not stand the test shall be destroyed ( cf. texts cited 
above). - And I will not again pass by them any more] In the 
former visions Yahweh had permitted the intercession of the 
prophet, but now any request to this effect is anticipated and shut 
off. To pass by or over is to pardon (Mi. i 8 Pr. 19n). Holfmann's 
translation of ,,~11 by" harvest" has nothing in its favor.- 9. The 
high places] Down to the days of Josiah the nation worshipped 
Yahweh regularly and legitimately upon the so-called high places.t 
These were natural or artificial eminences chosen as being nearer 
the abode of the gods. Other nations had followed this same 
custom (Dt. 122 ; cf. also Is. 152 1612, and the Mesha-stone, I. 3). 
On these high places, an altar was raised, which was attended by 
priests ( 1 K. 1231 11". 1332 ''). When, in and after J osiah's time, the 
centralization of the worship had been effected, in connection with 
the publication and acceptance of Deuteronomy, a ban was placed 
upon worship at the high places. But in the days of Amos this 
centralization had not taken place. When, therefore, he speaks 
reprovingly of the worship conducted at these places, it is not 
because of the many places as distinguished from one place, but 
because of the unsatisfactory (£.e. unspiritual, perfunctory) char
acter of the worship.- 0/ Isaac] A synonym used by Amos alone 
for Israel. It may include Judah, but not Edom. t Many sugges
tions have been made touching the use here of this word, e.g. 
( 1) because Isaac's example was often quoted in support of this 
idolatrous practice ; § ( 2) with reference to the meaning of the 
word" mockery" as descriptive of the worship here conducted II ( (lj, 
followed by Jerome and Tbeodoret, treats the word as an appella
tive, "mockery") ; (3) for the altar at Beersheba, built by Isaac 
( Gn. 2625), greater antiquity and authority were claimed than for 
the worship at Jerusalem ; ,r ( 4) to contrast " their deeds with the 
blameless, gentle piety of Isaac."** The spelling i'l"llt!' for i'rtt', 

•Ew. 
t See my Constr. Studies in Ike Prie,tly Element in the 0. T., pp. 74 ff., and 

literature cited on pp. 78 ff. Now. Heb. Arch. II, 12-14. 

l So We, § Cal., Os. 11 Geb. 'II Har. " Pu. 
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found in v.18 and in Ps. I059 Je. 3326
1 has been thought to be pro

vincial,* and to cast ridicule on the idol-worship.t-And the 
sanctuan·es of Israel shall be laid waste] The exactness of the 
parallelism is to be noted; t but the order is chiastic. -And 
I wt"tl nse up against the house of Jeroboam with the sword] 
Cf. Ho. 14. Drought was the punishment pictured in the first 
vision, locusts in the second, and now the sword in the third ; cf. 
the parallel in 4&-11• The prediction is plainly one against J ero
boam's dynasty; the great destruction is coming in Jeroboam's 
time ; and, in the prophet's mind, the destruction of the dynasty 
and that of Israel are synonymous. The ruin of J eroboam's house 
is not an incident in the general destruction, but the climax. The 
sword stands for the Assyrian army; c£ 614. The application in 
the third vision is made directly to Israel. One application serves 
for all three visions. 

'r. :m] Indicates something more formal and fixed than ,o;, (Dr.).-
1JN ,,,:i,] Characteristic Hebrew idiom, cf. Is. 66 <> 2 S. 161 Zc. 25 2 Ch. 2619. 

For order of words in circ. cl. cf. H. 45 rm. (d); Ko. 362e; GK. 156 b. On 
meaning of 1i11, cf. Lag. BN., p. 175, l. 5; Jensen, Hittiter u. Armenier, 
p. 209; DI. HWB. p. 101; Riedel, p. 31. - 8. Ott' 'JJi] Ptcp. refers to 
present, not to future time. - ,1;, rpo111 MS] Usual idiom to express the idea 
of doing ( or not doing) a thing once more, e.g. 52 718 Dt. 519 Gn. g12 Is. 2312, 
etc.-~ i:i;,] Pass by, forgive, cf. J-,~J -,JJI (517), pass through, destroy. -
9. 1ovi] Other words expressing the idea of waste, desolation are :i,n, :i11,, ,,ii,, 1'1Nlt'. - :iin:i] J of instrument. 

§ 12. An Accusation and a Reply. 710-11• 

(1) The priest of Bethel, to whose ears have come the words 
of Amos's utterances, charges him to the king as a conspirator; 
and, acting doubtless for the king, orders him to leave Bethel, 
the king's headquarters, and return to Judah. 

( 2) The prophet Amos, in reply to the charges of the priest, 
asserts that he is not one of the prophetic guild, but a herdsman 
sent by Yahweh directly to speak to Israel; and, acting as 
Yahweh's spokesman, declares the fate of the priest, his family, 
and his country. 

• Va., Schrll. t Ros. 
i c,w,1~0 ""1110.:i; ~1,1,v, = pnv•; 1ovi1 = 1:iin,. 
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This passage has always until recently (see my strophic arrangement in 
B W., Nov. 1898, pp. 333-8) been taken as a piece of historical prose thrown 
in between the first and second groups of visions. It is clear that it is an 
episode growing out of former utterances of Amos ( cf. Riedel's suggestion 
that 710-11 was placed after 79 because the name Jeroboam occurs nowhere else 
in the book). At first sight it would seem to be prose; and yet mere prose 
would scarcely be expected even in an episode if we remember (1) the 
very early date of the work of Amos, and the tendency, at this early date, 
to describe all events in poetry; cf. Ju. chap. 5, Ex. 151-18 ; (2) the fact that 
Amos in his introductory address, which was prosaic enough from one point 
of view, and very monotonous, nevertheless adopted the poetic form and 
worked out the various statements in so careful a manner as to make them 
seem almost artificial. If, now, we note still further (3) the many parallelisms 
which the passage contains; (4) the logical division into two parts (vs.10-13 

and vs.1H7); (5) the triple division of the first part, viz. v.10 six lines, v.11 
three lines, vs.12· 18 six lines; (6) the similar triple division of the second 
part, viz. vs.14· 16 six lines, v.16 three lines, v.17 six lines; and (7) the measure 
of the first part, regular trimeter, and that of the second, regular tetrameter, we 
have sufficient data for supposing that this was originally intended to be poetry. 
The artistic skill which put the accusation in a trimeter movement, and the 
strong and terrible reply in the heavier and statelier tetrameter is charac
teristic of Amos. The symmetry is throughout extraordinary. Lohr (1901) 
also maintains the poetical character of this narrative and arranges it in five 
strophes of four lines each, the introductory statements in vs.1o.12.14, 17 being 
regarded as prose: str. I = vs.IO. 11; str. 2 = vs.12· 13; str. 3 = vs.H, Ia; str. 4 
= v.16 ; str. 5 = v,17, But this arrangement involves (1) the omission of 
mm ,SH "10H'l from v.16; (2) the omission of ,noiH Svo nS;, nSJ SH,iv•1 from 
v. 17 ; (3) considerable irregularity in the length of lines; (4) the treat
ment of "10H nm-i as a line, although the corresponding line, m,,, "10H n:, 7:,S, 
in v.17 is not counted. Elhorst (1900) treats the passage as poetry and 
arranges it in three strophes: (1) vs.10-15 = 18 lines; (2) vs.16.11a == 6 lines; 
(3) v,I7b = 3 lines. This arrangement exhibits neither symmetry nor logic. 
See also Baumann's strophic arrangement. For a discussion of the authen
ticity and date of this portion of the book of Amos v. pp. cxxiv, cxxix. 

10. rn:,J t!I: N:r! as usuaL-,t111,] ~. avbr1i:rev ava.Ta.pai:ruii, a corruption of 
brol11uev /J.V'Tapu,v (v. Field, Hex.). -11. 1110•] Gr. adds n,,;i.-12. :1.1h] 
Ii O opwv; '.£T qui vides. - cnS ..• S:,11] 6 Ka.Ta,Blov.-18. Hll"I] Lohr and 
Baumann om. the second time.-14. •:,JN] ~,$ om. the second (so also 
Lohr and Baumann). -,1,1)] Lit. cow-herd, is inconsistent with !Hl in 
v.16, and must therefore either be changed to , 1,u, cf. 11 (so Hi., Gr., 
We., Gun., Mit., Dr., Now., Oort, Em.; Elh., Lohr, Oet,, Baumann), or be 
taken in a general sense, the larger including the lesser.-c•opiv 0S1:11] 
~- lxwv <rvKoµ6povs. 11[; 11i;i7p.9";:i ,S l'l?~f!il, and adds "because of the sins of 
the people Israel, I afflict my soul," -15. •inN0] 6 lit; 'F cum U(JUtrer. 
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-,HJ .$=,v (so also Elh., Oort, Em.; Oet,),-16, :i,~n HI,] 6 06 µ'it 
oxll.a-yw-y,jo-«s, perhaps= :i~i:!l'I (Vol.), cf . .$1!!, •p~[I (v. Seb, in toe,). lT non 
stillabis; 2:, oVK bnnµ.,jo-e,s ; · 'A. oil o-raMf«s = :113!(111::. - jin1in] 6 'Ia,,cct,p; 
'F111::=v.9.-17a. mm "l'JIJ] Hoffm;'s reading, ;,~Ji;,"\),!~, is unnecessary, and 
is rightly objected to by Gun. because: (1) "\)) = "\1 only in Aramaic (Dn. 416); 
(2) i'IJI with J is not used to express such an action; (3) other words, e.g. 
~Jli', are regularly used to denote violation of this sort ; ( 4) ffl'I!! is per
fectly clear. Hal. n~v,i;,, -17 b. Lohr and Baumann om. last clause, 6 adds, 
from beginning of chap. 8, the words: oin-ws loe,~e µ.o, Kvpios. 

10. And Amaziah the priest of Bethel] This outbreak led by 
the priest, perhaps a high priest ( certainly not the only priest), 
was provoked by the scathing words which now for some time 
Amos had been preaching. It is not impossible to suppose that 
the interruption was due immediately to the utterance of v.9.* 
But from the beginning the prophet had antagonized the priestly 
order. The interests of the priest were identical with those 
of the king. -Amos has conspired against thee J The prophet is 
not charged with having entered into actual conspiracy; but 
rather with conduct of a deceitful and seditious character which 
would produce conspiracy.- The land is not able to contain all 
his words] Either the land is too small, t the prophet's words 
being too many and too atrocious; or, the people cannot endure 
the prophet's work, because it is so hostile, the priest thus pro
claiming in hyperbolical fashion his own thought as that of the 
people.-11. Jeroboam shall die by the sword] The words of 
Amos here quoted by the priest contain only the subject of his 
preaching, and this, indeed, is given in a form which would be 
most likely to incite the king, for it will be noted that ( 1) the 
actual statement of Amos was not personal; he said the house 
of Jeroboam ( 79), t although, while Jeroboam was still alive he was 
the principal member of the house;§ (2) the reasons for Amos's 
words are not given, viz. Israel's sins and the prophet's inter
cession. Perhaps, on the other hand, no concise statement of 
this kind could be more accurate, and it may therefore be an 
injustice to charge the priest with distorting or perverting the 
prophet's words. II-Israel shall surely go away into captivi.ry] 

• Ke., We. t Va., Ros., Hd., Dr. 
t Os., Geb,, Har., Jus., Schro., Pu, 

§ Hi., Ke., We, 
II So Now.; per contra GAS., Dr, 
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These words had been uttered by the prophet many times; 
cf. 55· 27 67.-12. And Amaziah spoke unto Amos] This message 
was sent by the priest to Amos, either ( 1) because his words 
to the king produced no effect, and he was compelled there
fore to act upon his own authority;* or ( 2) after the message 
had been sent to the king and before the answer had been 
returned; in this case they were prompted by a friendly desire 
to have the prophet avoid the king's wrath, t or, as seems most 
plausible, (3) on the authority of the king, the statement to that 
effect being omitted; t such ellipses in conversation are very 
common; cf. Is. io.-13• There is no evidence (4) that an un
satisfactory answer had been received from the king, and is 
left unmentioned because it was unsatisfactory.§ - 0 thou Seer/] 
Cf. the rendering, visionary. II The history of :i.Jii is brief:, in 
pre-exilic literature it is used only of Gad ( 2 S. 2411, cf. 1 Ch. 21 9); 

in later literature it occurs 2 Ch. 2925 (Gad), 1 Ch. 255 (Heman), 
2 Ch. 929 

12
10 (Iddo), 192 (Jehu, son of Hanani), 2930 (Asaph), 

351.5 (Jeduthun), and (in the plural) Is. 2910 3010 Mi. J7 2 Ch. 3J18·m. 

The other word translated seer, :i~'i, is said ( 1 S. 99) to be the 
oldest designation for prophet, and is used as a title only of 
Samuel (1 S. 99· 1

1.
18· 19 I Ch. 922 2628 29~, of Hanani (2 Ch. 167•10), 

and in plural, Is. 3010
• Amos had just announced three visions; 

it was appropriate to apply to him this title;** but it is also 
probable that mockery was intended, much as if we should say, 
"0 thou gazer!" tt- Go, flee thee to the land o.f Judah] This 
is not the advice of a friend; but the command of one in au
thority. In Judah, the prophet's own land, he might say con
cerning Israel what he pleased. - Eat bread there and prophesy 
there J To understand this it must be noted ( 1) that in the ear
lier days there were soothsayers, rather than prophets, H whom 
the people consulted about the affairs of life, making a gift for 
the privilege of the consultation ( cf. 1 S. 97· 8) ; ( 2) that these 
soothsayers constituted local guilds (i.e. the schools of the proph
ets), and, for the most part, restricted their work to a particular 
locality, securing their livelihood by means of the gifts received, 

• Dr. t Ros, ! Ew. § Cal. 11 GAS. 'II See Dr., p. 200, 
"Dahl, Mit., Dr., Da. (DB. IV. 109), tt Mere., Jus., Ros., Hd., Dr. 
tt Cf. Da,, art, " Prophecy and Prophets," DB, 
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i.e. from charity; (3) that in later times the great mass of 
the so-called prophets were only soothsayers of this character, 
receiving rewards from the people for speaking according to 
their wishes (cf. Is. 3010 Mi. J5 Ez. 1J19 1 K. 2213 Je. 23rn. 17 28H 

29Bf-) ; (4) that, in every case, those whom time has shown to 
be true prophets were, like Amos, bold in their utterance, and 
regardless of public opinion. · The priest is anxious to dismiss 
Amos, for he supposes him to be a soothsayer, and therefore 
one who is in sympathetic touch with the masses of the people, 
and these, as always, are ready to rise against those who are 
in authority. He orders him to go to Judah, where he will have 
no difficulty in making a livelihood by uttering invectives against 
Israel, for the people of Judah will be pleased to hear of any 
calamity which threatens Jeroboam II. -13. But at Bethel thou 
shaft no longer prophesy] Cf. 212

• Then follow two reasons for 
this banishment: ( r) Bethel is the place of the king's sanctuary, 
i.e. the principal headquarters in the kingdom for the national 
religion; and ( 2) it is the royal residence; these, of course, 
were the very reasons why Amos desired to preach in this place.-
14. And Amos answered and said] With these words the move
ment leaves the lighter trimeter, and becomes a heavier, more 
sonorous tetrameter. The opening words are strong : I am no 
prophet, nor a prophet's son, etc.] "Amos was the founder and 
the purest type of a new phase of prophecy."* The use of the 
past tense, I was no prophet, etc. (i.e. when I was called), to 
avoid a contradiction t with v.15, is based upon a misconception 
of the meaning of the prophet's words, which is, " I am not a 
prophet by profession, nor am I a member of a prophetic guild." t 
The literal use of the phrase, prophet's son, has been defended§ 
on the ground that among false prophets the office was trans
mitted from father to son; but for this no evidence exists. The 
other interpretation depends upon ( 1) the general use of the 
word" son" in Semitic in the sense of belonging to, (2) the name 
applied to the companies of prophets at Bethel, Gilgal, etc. 
(cf. 1 K. 2035 2 K. 2 3

·
5

·
7· 1", etc.).-A shepherd am I] See on 11• 

*We.Pro!. 472. t So 6.1>, Ros., Schro., AV., RV., Dr. 
t '.ll"l!r, Cal., Mau., Hd., Ke., We., Mit., Dr., GAS. § Har. 
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-And a dresser of sycamores] This occupation was of the 
lowest in rank, and, joined with that of herdsman, it indicates the 
humble origin of the prophet. c',1:l has been thought* to refer 
to the "piercing" of the fruit in order that it might ripen; but 
the verb is better understood as signifying "to tend or dress 
the fruit of the sycamores" (v.i.). This fruit resembles a small 
fig, although it is very insipid in taste. The tree "grew abun
dantly in the mild climate of the Shephelah, or Maritime Plain 
(1 K. 1ozr 1 Ch. 2i8), as it does still in that of the deep Jordan 
valley; in Egypt, where it also grew (Ps. 78'7), and where it is 
found still, its wood was used for doors, boxes, coffins, and articles 
of furniture (Wilkinson-Birch, Anc. Eg. II. 416). It attains the 
size of a walnut tree, has wide-spreading branches, and, on account 
of its shade, is often planted by the wayside (Lk. 1l). The fruit 
grows, not on the branches, but on little sprigs rising directly 
out of the stem, and in clusters like the grape - it is something 
like a small fig in shape and size, but insipid and woody in 
taste" (Driver, p. 207) ,t-15. Go, prophesy against my people, 
Israel] It was while he was following his occupation that the mes
sage of Yahweh came to him, a message which he could not refuse 
to obey, a command, indeed, to go north to Israel, and to preach 
against her. The prep. ',~ is euphemistic for 1,i, ( cf. v •16). This 
usage in a bad sense ( cf. J e. 2611 

ff. 288 Ez. 62) is clearly indicated 
by the context. t "There is a note of yearning" in the suffix 
•~ of •~!.) ( cf. "thy" in 91/l). § -16. Now, therefore] All that has 
been said thus far is preliminary, the real word is yet to be 
spoken. - Thou sayest] A marked antithesis is made between the 
thou sayest of Amaziah and the Yahweh hath said (v.17).- Thou 
shall not preach J :,ro, in Hiph. is here first used of prophecy 
(cf. Mi. 26· 11 Ez. 212

•
7 Jb. 2922 also Ct. 416 Dt. 32 2

). The transfer 
of drop to preach may rest upon the idea that the word of 
prophecy drops refreshingly like dew upon the obedient, weari
somely upon the disobedient; II or, better, may have been suggested 
by the flow of prophetic speech when in the ecstasy.1 The 
verb is here essentially synonymous with K:l, of the parallel clause, 

"'C!lilJ, Ba.; cf. Lagarde, Mit. I. 68 f.; Che, in WRS. Proj>h. 396 ; Mit,, Dr, 
t Cf. G. E. Post, art, "Sycamore," DB. II Pu. 
t Mau., We, § Mit, 'II Dr, 
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and does not carry with it any contemptuous idea. -17. Thy 
wife shall be a harlot in the city J This does not imply that she 
is already one of the nitDij, of Baal;* or that she shall enter 
voluntarily into whoredom, in order to obtain her accustomed 
luxuries; t or that she will be seduced by the conquerors; t but 
that she shall be forcibly ravished,§ and that in the city, i.e. in 
public ( cf. 1

13 Is. 1316 La. 511 Zc. 142
), the disgrace being all the 

greater. II - Thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword] 
t".e. thy children. The daughters were generally taken as wives for 
the soldiers, but the punishment is here extraordinary.-Thy land 
shall be divided by line] This distribution of land to colonists was 
in accordance with the Assyrian policy after the time of Tiglath
pileser III. ( cf. 2 K. 1 i 4 Mi. 2 4 J e. 612). The line was, of course, 
the measuring-line. - Thou shaft die t"n an unclean soil] This 
is characteristic of the early Israelitish thought. Any land in 
which Yahweh was not present was unclean (1 S. 2619). More
over, Yahweh could not be present, unless he could be properly 
worshipped (cf. Ho. 93• 4 Ez. 413),1 The reference is probably 
to Assyria. It was for this reason, in part, that no place of wor
ship was established in Babylon during the exile. -Israel shall 
surely go t"nto capttin"ty away from his land] The very words 
(v.11) with which Amaziah had charged him are now repeated. 
This shows his daring. These words were, after all, the sum and 
substance of his preaching. Perhaps he expected the captivity 
immediately. In any case, about twenty-five years passes before 
Tiglathpileser III. attacks Israel, and thirty-five before Samaria 
is destroyed by Sargon. 

~~ 
10. ,,111) From l:>.:i1; cf. Arabic i,).J). The i of the preformative has 

arisen through a depression of the vowel from ,,,, (ground-form yauklia! 
= yawkhal); GK. 69 r; so Ko. I. i, 36, 2; Bottcher, §475 f., Bickell,§ 33, 
Stade, § 486. On the basis of the proper name ,;;-,n, (Je. 378; cf. 381), Ew.1 

§ 127 b, explains it as a Hoph. always used inste~d of the Qal. _ ,,,:i',] 
From another root, but similar in sound to l:>.:ill'1. - 11. :::iin.:i] Emph. position; 
chiastic order; and the emph. inf. iii:>;; cf. 56 717 ; GK. 113 n; Ew.8 § 312 a, 
-12. ri,:::i] Imv. foL by another imv., and this by an impf.,-a rare combi-

• Jus.; cf. Har. t Ew. t Geb. 
§ Cal., Ros., Mau., Hi., Hd., Pu., We., GAS., Now., Dr. II See RP. III. SI, 
~ Now, Arck. II, 275f.; WRS. OTJC. 249f. 



174 AMOS 

nation.- HJJn] GK. uo/; H. 23,rm.(i).-f] Eth. dat.; H. 39,7; Ew.8, 
§ 315 a; Ko. 35.-13. ,~-n•:i] Emph. pos.; acc. of place. - H1,i] Showing 
that 1,~-n•:i is masc., as are all names of towns in which n•:i appears; Ko. 
24-Sc.-,,v •pom H',] Cf. 52 78 82.-7',c iv,pc] Note omission of art. with 
1':>c in this common phrase, cf. Da. § 22, rm. 3. - 14. )i/'1] Here used in 
the technical sense of retort, or reply to an accusation; cf. Jb. ~- H. 1/i, 32 168 

etc. - 0',1:i J The vb. seems to be a loan-word, being a denominative from 
01-: the Arabic ~• a fig, or Ethiopic balasa = .fig, or sycamore (Di. Lex. 

Aeth. col. 487; Lag. EN. 108), and evidently= to care for, or dress, .figs, 
or sycamores. 6 renders K•ltw• = scraping; 0. similarly (xapa<T<Twv); this, 
perhaps, points to some process of nipping the fruit to aid it in maturing. 
(Cf. Lag. Mit. I. 68 f.; Tristram, Nat. Hist. Bib. 399.)-15. •Jnp,1] The 
waw cons. = but. - "11:lH nnH] In contrast with rw,, "11:lH :,~. 

§ 13. A fourth vision of destruction, with an explanatory 
discourse. 81-14• 

( 1) A vision of summer fruit, the ripeness of which indicates 
that its end has come; 81.2. ( 2) An address: 0 ye who are 
corrupt, who practise every manner of wrong-doing, against 
whom the earth quaked, but in vain - the day is corning when 
the sun shall be darkened, when slaughter shall prevail, when 
mourning shall be universal, when a famine for the presence of 
Yahweh shall fill the land, for he may not be found; when the 
strongest shall faint, when men shall swear by their gods, and 
when they shall fall, never to rise. 84-6· 7 r. 9 • nd 3- 10-11 r. 13£. 

This section is a logical unit. It is composed of seven strophes of trimeter 
movement, each of six lines. Each strophe represents a step in the progress 
of the thought: str. 1 (vs.1. 2), the vision that the end has come; str. 2 (vs.H), 
a pointed arraignment of those who stand accused; str. 3 (vs.7- 8), the threat of 
earthquake; sir. 4 (vs.9-8), the darkening of the sun, the slaughter of multi
tudes; str. 5 (v.10), deep and universal mourning; sir. 6 (vs.11• 12), the aban• 
donment of his people by Yahweh; sir. 7 (vs.13. 14), despair, confusion, 
destruction. 

The most important modifications of the text are the following: (1) The 
omission of v.2o, -the question and answer, a gloss, after the style of Zecha• 
riah, which has crept in and supplanted the original third line of the strophe. 
This third line contained, perhaps, a further description of the 1"1' :ii,,, cf. 
a similar expanded form in 47 J1; (2) the transposition of v.3, describing the 
wailing because of slaughter, to follow v.9, thus making with v.9 a complete 
strophe, In its present place v.8 has no meaning, while, after v.9, it not only 
continues the thought of terrible punishment, but prepares the way for the 
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following strophe, which is wholly given up to the thought of mourning; 
(3) the omission of v.6, which consists of the repetition, with slight changes, 
of 26•, and the gloss "l':lllll "\:I ',Jlo1; (4) the omission of the stereotyped 
phrases in v.1la: 111:,, ••• MJ:i. Ha!.'s transposition of vs.11 andlll to precede 
911 is at least unnecessary. 

VIlI. 1, 2. The fourth vision of destruction- the basket of 
summer fruit. 

1. l"i' :i,',,] 6 llryos lte11Tofi, perhaps = Wi2'' '~P (Schro.); 'A., Kall.ciUo, . . ~ 
tnrwpcis ( = :fllt~); :2:., Ka.ll.a.µos 61rwpa.s; e., llji')IOS 01rwpas Uep11/4s; $!, J....J 
p y 

1~?=YI'?. ri10, or r1?. :,~? (Seb.); 'i!t N~'i2 'Jl·l'~ '~9 lN~; '.fJ uncinus pomorum, 
-2. "ltlN'1] ;6 adds ,',N 111,1'.-ypn] Hoflm. f~'EI (so Gu.). 

1. Thus the Lord Yahweh showed me] Each of the first four 
visions begins with the same words. - A basket of summer fruit] 
The word :.il:i::i occurs only once outside of this passage, viz. in 
Je. 521

, where it is "cage" (cf. Assyr. kilubi, bird-net). The 

word was doubtless a general term for receptacle (cf . ..;:J:s', 
stitch, braid), used alike for cage or basket. The use of J';j:1, 
summer fruit ( cf. J e. 241 ff-) is to be connected with the m (end) 
of v.2

• The picture in the vision is suggested by the thought 
concerning Israel. - 2. The end has come unto my people Israel] 
The advance in thought between this and the former visions will 
be noted. The end is now close. Paronomasia, or punning, is 
not infrequent among the prophets.* It is not to be supposed 
that the words fi' and f'i' are at a11 connected etymologically.t 
- I will not again pass them by J Cf. 78

• For v.3, v.i'., p. 181. 

This vision is really a reassertion of the thought contained in 
the third vision, which had been interrupted. Three interpreta
tions are suggested : ( 1) As summer fruit, when ripe, may not 
last long, so Israel, ripe in her sins, shall now come to an end. t 
( 2) As summer fruit is plucked when ripe, so that it may not rot, 
so shall Israel be removed from home and carried into captivity.§ 
But it is better to adopt another, viz. (3) the summer fruit is late 

• See Je. xllf. 5o20· 84 5120 Ez. 2516 Mi. 1Uf. Ho. 16; cf. Casanowicz, Paronomasi11 
tn tke 0. T. 

t Cf. Hoffm., who substitutes f'i' for l'i', and treats .,,~v as in 78. 
t So Cal., Mau., Now., Elb. § Mere., Ros., Hes., Scblier. 



176 AMOS 

and poor, the best being gathered earlier; a receptacle containing 
summer fruit shows the last of the crop, the end of the year, and, 
by analogy, the approaching end of Israel's kingdom.* 

4--6, 7 f., 9 and 3, 10, 11 f., 13 f. An address, growing out 
of the vision, directed to the corrupt and wicked Israelites, an
nouncing the certain and immediate destruction of the nation. 
V.4 has no connection with v.3, which for this and other reasons 
is transferred to follow v.9• 

4. D'DN!!>nJ Read D'.QN~iJ = who tread upon (so We., Now., Oet.). 6 ol 
iKTplfjovres els TO 1rpwl, the last three words being, perhaps, a dittog. of 

• 
iKTplfjovres (so Hirscht). .S ~? = C'tf!Nrn (Seb.), cf. W l'~V1•-
11•:n~J .$ om.-n,:iv,1] .Som.; l!i(KaTa6vvaO"Te6ovres; 0. Movres; ];T deficere 
facitis. Gr, r1N /)!!>JI'• Holfm. r1~!?~1· Now. C'i?3/Jl~l (so Oort, Em.; Marti). 
Oet. n,.;ir~, omitting 1 (so Hewer, AJSL. XIX. u6 f., who considers it an 
adverbiai expression meaning altogether). Elh. n,nri,,, which he transposes 
between C'DNil'n and 11•::111. - r,11 J 6 dm} Ti)s "fi)s. Hewer adds !J~;- -
li. v,nn] Gr. tu~~[:1,-i:i111] ];T merces; 6 om. (so Marti).-r,:iri,mJ .S adds 
a predicate, viz. ~0. Gr. w,n.-,:i] 6 87111'avp6v = ,11N; so .$ (so also 
Oort, ThT. XIV. 155, and Em.; Gr., Elh.). ];T frumentum.-pt:l1,n,] jll!J:, 
I p. pl., as also for the remaining infinitives. - r11JIS] Oort (Em.) mri,p~. 

We. nit71(s0Marti,Now.2).-6. S!loJ 6 &.1ro1ravTos(=,li~); .$ ~-
i:i] l!i "fel"ljµaTos; l!i5Qm, 1rpall'ews; perhaps= Ni:i (Va., Stek.), or i~¾l' (Vol.). 
Gr. ir~ or i:i~- -i,:i11>i] Hoffm. i:i~~- Oort rejects the last th~e·e words 
of v.6 ; while Lohr and Oet. conside~ the first six a repetition from 2 6, and 
doubt whether the last three words should be connected with v.6, or be 
looked upon as the conclusion of a missing sentence. We., Now,, Bau
mann, and Marti reject the entire verse.-7. :Ji'l'' flNJ:l] .S am. :i and 
renders as an appos. to :-11n,. Gr. )lNJ7. -n:iv11J 6 /.,,.i>,.7111'/NweTat; so QI;. 
-niiS] 6, misunderstanding, renders els 111Kos (cf. 111). -cn,vpo] ff= 
C:l'!Ul'C (so Marti),-8. !Jin] Hal. adds JiCQ1 (cf.96).-nnSvJ 'A., 2:.11'Ke-
1ral1'll~l1'eTat = ;Jl)t:lJI (Hirscht).-iN:i] Read i1N,:i (so Oort, We., Gr., Gu., 
Now., Oet., Marti). All versions render river. Riedel, itt:i (cf. Baumann). 

-nS:i] 6 ll'vm/Xeia = n7? (Vol., Seb.; adopted by Hirscht); so .S r/:~; 
];T universus; other Greek versions 1rii.ll'<1. - n1,vi1 nri,i.rn] l!i uses one vb., 
KaT<1{J~<TeTa1, the first being probably a gloss (so Now., Elh., Oort, Em., Oet.; 
Gr. regards it as a dittog.; but cf. Hirscht). Hoffm. nll!1Jl', for ;iri,im (so 
We.8). Read with Q<'rt and several codd. 1'1)1/)ll>l (cf. 96) (so Gr., Halim., Gu., 
Now., Oet., et al.). -Elh. om. Bb as a repetition from 96• We, om. entire 
v. (so Now., Lohr, Marti). 

• Ba., Pu., Dr. 
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4. Hear this] The beginning of a new strophe ; the actual 
threat will be given later in v.7; cf. 31 41.-0h ye that tread upon] 
This rendering, based upon the text t:'f;lN~tT (v.s.), is preferable; 
cf. 2

1.-And are for making the poor to cease] The idiom is a 
peculiar one but well established.* To translate "even to make," 
etc., t or, connecting it with t:'!lt:tlt':i, " panting after the needy and 
to destroy," t is unsatisfactory. Nor is it advisable to read "and 
on the Sabbath after the poor of the land" (v.s.), which spoils the 
parallelism, and fails to furnish a consistent thought; or, " ye who 
oppress the poor" (v.s.), on the basis of 41 and (!j, - The poor of 
the earth] K'thibh '1?!.'; in Q•ri., •~,v,; the latter= poor, wretched 
(of the physical state),§ the former= humble, meek (of the spirit
ual). \l The emphasis here is on the low and miserable social state 
of the poor (cf. 2' Jb. 244 Is. iu), for which either form would be a 
correct expression.,r - 5. When will the new moon pass] The day 
of the new moon was celebrated as a religious festival (cf. 1 S. 
20

5
· 

18
· 
2u 7. 34 ; also 2 K. 4 23 Is. 1 13 6623 Ez. 461- 6 1 Ch. 2 J81, with 

.,i,,~; Ho. 2u Nu. 2811-15 Ne. 1082 r·). On this observance cf. Di. 
Lev. 578 f.; Benz. Arch. 464 f.; also Muss-Arnolt,/BL. XI. 72 ff., 
I 60 ff. The reference here is to such observance ; it is to be in
ferred that, like the Sabbath, it included suspension of trade.** The 
view that 'lt'in:, means month, the desire being that some disaster 
would come which would increase the price of grain, tt or that the 
month is the harvest month during which the poor might gather 
what they needed, H scarcely deserves mention. Note also the 
suggestion of Graetz (v.s.) to read "how long till the new (corn) 
will pass away ... and the old ( corn) " etc. - That we may sell 
grain] The eager desire to resume a business in which profit 
might be gained, with utter disregard of all conventional and legal 
restraints, is rebuked. One can see no occasion for the suggestion 
of Wellhausen that this reproach is strange, because ordinarily the 
corn-merchant is no loser by delay in disposing of his wares. -And 
the Sabbath that we may offer corn] This is better§§ than" open 
(our) storehouses,"" grain" by metonymy for "storehouse" 1111 ( cf. 

* Dr. Ttnses, § 206; Da. Syn. § 96, rm. 4; GK. II4p. II Geb., Har., Mit. 
t AV. ! Mit. § Ros. "J Hi. 
ff Va., Schro., Ros., Hi., Mau., Ke,, Mit. !t Ki. 
1t Mere. §§ So generally. 1111 Ro5. 

N 
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Gn. 4100). This is the earliest allusion to the Sabbath in prophetic 
literature. - Diminishing the ephah and enlargzi1g the shekel] The 
size of the ephah is not definitely known, being estimated at from 
21,26 quarts (Thenius) to 40.62 quarts Gosephus).* The shekel 
given in gold or silver has been variously estimated, perhaps in 
gold 16.37 grains(= $10.80); in silver 14.55 grains ( = $.60).t 
-Perverting balances of deceit] i.e. providing false balances. A 
third kind of deceit is here mentioned. The attitude of the right
minded toward these practices is seen in Ho. 121 Jb. 226 Pr. u 1 

2028• The legal attitude is given in Lv. 19u.oo Dt. 25ia-1
•; cf. also 

Ez. 45 9
• 

10
• -6. This verse consists of two elements, both of which 

are glosses or interpolations : ( 1) To buy the poor for silver and 
the needy for a pair of shoes] A double phrase, of which the 
first part is a modification and the second a repetition of 26• t 
These lines stand in no close relationship with those which pre
cede (vs,hnd5 refer to dealers in grain; 6 " has nothing to do with 
this); are entirely out of grammatical harmony with those which 
follow; are a mere repetition (but in a different context) of 26 ; 

and may not be adjusted to any satisfactory construction of the 
strophic system. - ( 2) And we sell the refuse of the corn] This 
phrase is interpreted, "and buy (the needy) for a share by lot in the 
wheat for sale" ; § is declared unintelligible by one, II and at least 
out of place by another.1 It is impossible to connect it gram
matically or logically with what precedes, although it is sometimes 
called the climax** of the indictment, or the final proof of their ava
rice.tt The whole is therefore to be taken as two later explanatory 
glosses, coming from different hands. Nowack suggests that per
haps in eb we have a fragment of an old saying by Amos, which, with 
the addition of the material in 2 6 (suggested by C'!lM!t',"1 in 84 and 

•Benz.Arch, 183 f.; cf, Now.Arch. I. 203; and art, "Weights and Measures," 
DB, 

t Benz. Arch. 194; cf, Dr. p. 211; WRS, PEF., 1894, p. 229; A, R. S. Kennedy, 
art." Money," DB; Madden, Coins of the Jews, 

! ,ii1., is used for ,~r.,, and c,S, for 1.,,,~. without any serious modification 
of the sense, The infinitive 111li'S has been taken as indicating the purpose of 
the fraud described in v.0, the inf. there indicating the method (Geb,) ; as indi
cating result rather than purpose (Hi,), and as (like m;,~) parallel with !'l:li"i'I~ 

and ':niJ,,S, § Hoffm., changing text, V.J', II Oort, 
'.! We. (who ca!Is the entire v. suspicious). ff Mit. tt Dr. 
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•'), makes up the verse.*-7. Here begins a new strophe (vs.1·8), 
marked by the solemn introduction : Yahweh hath sworn by the 
glory o_f Jacob] The oath is an evidence of indignation, and here, 
as in 42 68, "is provoked by the spectacle of some crying moral 
wrong." t Q9 hast against the pn'de o_f Jacob, but ~ after V!l!D) 

= by. The glory of Jacob is not Palestine, the possession of 
Jacob (although citation may be made of Je. 1J9 Ne. 23 Ps. 474 

Dn. 89) ; nor, the greatness which he has given Israel; § nor= by 
myse(/ (cf. 68), II for although Yahweh himself is Israel's glory 
(1 S. 1521l), the author of 68 could hardly have described Yahweh 
as "the glory of Jacob" : it is rather the vainglorious boasting of 
Israel (cf. 68 Ho. 55 J1°), by which, as an unchangeable fact, Yah
weh swears scornfully,1 -I wilt never forget all their deeds] i.e. the 
multitude of their wicked deeds. The elliptical form of the oath 
is here employed; for the full form see 2 S. J9 1913

, etc. - 8. Con
trary to the arrangement usually adopted,"'* v.8 is to be closely con
nected with v.7, forming with it a strophe. The indignant feeling 
of Yahweh is shared by nature, and in proof of this the earth will 
quake. - On this account shall not the earth tremble J] Not on 
account of the oath just sworn,tt but on account of the wicked
ness and corruption of Israel, Yahweh (cf. 95

) will bring a convul
sion of the land itself. u, describes the movement up and down, 
the restlessness which characterizes the earthquake. Some H 
have thought this refers to the earthquake in Uzziah's time (Am. 1 1 

Zc. 145). - And every inhabitant in her shall mourn] Its univer
sality and its grievous character are thus vividly depicted. -And 
shall not the whole of it n'se like the Nile?] "1N~ has been read like 
light,§§ but is almost universally taken for "1N'~, like the Nile (cf. 95). 

• Elh. rearranges the text of vs.4. 6a, 5, and 6b, and translates as follows:-

(4) 
(6a) 
(5 60) 

Hear this, ye who long to plunge the poor and the miserable in ruin, 
To buy the poor for money and the miserable for a pair of shoes, 
Who say, when will the new moon be over that we may sell grain 
And the Sabbath, that we may open the granary, and sell the chaff of the 

grain? 
Who diminish the measure 
And advance the price 
And falsify the deceitful balance, 

t Dr. ! So also Jer., Os., Jus., Schro. § Bauer. II Hes., Ke., Marti. 
,i We., Now., Dr. ""'Dr. tt Schegg, Ke. U Or. §§ Rashi. 
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The reference is to the annual inundation. The rendering, " the 
whole land shall be inundated as by the Nile,"* makes the subject 
of :,r,v not the thing which goes up, but that unto which some
thing goes (cf. Is. 3413 Pr. 2431

). The interrogation continues as 
indicated in the translation given. -And heave] A gloss; omitted 
by eil, lacking in 96 and superfluous; probably due to inability 
to understand :ij,!t')i,t Cf. Hoffmann's suggestion (v . .r.). t-And 
sink like the Nile of Egypt] Cf. Is. 2419

· ID. This phenomenon was 
known throughout the world. The usual translation makes "1K":I 
= as by the Nile. 

9. Llihr and Marti reject the first six words as a later addition.-mH:i:i] 
6 3 p. with iuoiu as subj., 5ucT<T<U, Similarly l:., 0.; F occidet; ~ •g;i~. 
-•n:iwnn] 6 3 p.; but F tenebrescerefaciam.-,1H 01•:i] Gr. 01,::i i1H; Che. 

(Crit. Bib.) o,, ,1;:i.-S. 1S,S,m] 9, ~0.-m,,iu] Read nii'f', singing-
women, since c,,,w would be expected for songs, and the present text yields 
no sense (so Hoffm,, Oort, We., Gu., Now., Elh., Lohr, Oet., Baumann, 
Marti). 6 Ta. tj>aTvwµaTa, variously explained, e.g. as= rn,1111 (Dahl), m,,w 
(Va.), 0'l1Ll0 (Vol.), n1·w, (Riedel). 'A. crrp6rj,1"{"(es; 0. ra ,!,rdvw8ev; l:,c,l6al; 
F cardines = r,ii•~ (Dahl). -':>:i•n] 6~ have article (so Gr.). -H1nn 01•:i] 
Superfluous (so Lohr, Marti); cf. 89• ~ has this phrase twice, connecting 
it the first time with the preceding, and the second time with the following 
context. The presence of m..::i between the two occurrences renders dittog, 
improbable (Seb.),-n,;i, •JiN □ Nl] Lohr transposes to the end of the v. 
Baumann, Marti, and Now.2 om.-,JLln :i,J 6 ,roll.us o '1l"E"ll"TWKWs; F multi 

morientur; ~ 1;z.., ~~.-c,:, ,,S:i,n] Read :J2lf~• and om. on as a 
dittog. (so Oort, Gun.). 6 fripplrf,w cr,w,r,jv = on ,,l:,vN; ];T projicietur 

PP Y {) V "' 

silentium ,- 55 lJrlJ "'°?Z>...lo, Zeydner (1w:p; =) ~~?'. i•ir::i ( ThSt., 1886, 
pp. 205 ff.; so Val.). Elh. o;,:i 1'7~~- Oet. and Hal, o~ :J?o/CI· Lohr suggests 
that :, of cm was originally the article, while o, or o, is the initial letter of a 
lost word, perhaps mn:in:i. -10, ,,:i,J (.liS a"(a,r,iTou, - nn,,nN] 6 roils µer' 
auTou; 2:., e. TO la-xarov r,is -y?js. Gr. :,,n,,vni.-11. The first six words 
are a gloss (so also Baumann).-fiNJ JJ.'~]· c;;;·-·inserts NOll.-Before ;,owS] 
6 inserts X,µlw= Jp,.-,,::i,J Read sg, with 6~];Tm; and many Mss. (so 

Dr.,Marti).-12. l).!Jl) 55 \~~o.-c,ll] 6 iioa.TaT?jsOaMo-o-,is,adouble 
rendering.-1t:,1011V• nitll] Gr. 1tot::nw,, ,,,n, 70,n (?). - lS. m1i,pnr,J 6 IKXel
,t,ouo-,v. -HlllJ] Om. as superfluous to sense and metre (so Lohr).-14. Lohr 
om, 14a as a later addition,-nowH::i] 6 Ka.ra rou l>,.acrµou, with □!PH in 

• Dathe, Jus., Ros. t Now. 
1 There is no good reason for treating (with We,) the whole v, as a gloss, 
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mind; 5b 1,-:;~. Oort n"ITVIIJ (so Gr., Elh.).-1•:iS11] Baumann ,:,~11.-

,,.,] 8 o 6E6f o-ov. Oort, :i;;! = :i;!'.!i1 (so We., Elh.). Hoffm. :,7.,, (so von 
Gall, Altisr. Kultstatten, 49; Oet.; Marti; Now.2; cf. Wkl. A0F.11. 194f.). 
Dozy, :i~~ (Isr. zu Mekka, 31 f.; so Now.). Gr, 1•:i~11 (so Gu.). Gun. :\'f'I!\• 
Houtsma, 7,n.o (ThT. X. 91). Hal, -=rl,1!!• 

9. The next strophe is made up of vs.9a.nds. - I will cause the 
sun to set at noon] The writer has in mind the day of Yahweh, 
which is characterized by great natural changes. These are sug
gested by those with which the prophet is familiar. An eclipse 
had occurred June 15, B.c. 763,* the centre of which passed 
through Asia Minor at about 38-39° N. At Jerusalem (31° 
46' N.) it would be visible "as a fairly large partial eclipse." t 
Reference to an eclipse of the sun has been found by some, 
also, in Mi. J6 Zc. 146 Jo. 210

• 
31 315 J e. 159 2 K. 20

11 Is. 388 

(689 B.C.); t Ez. 3c18 327·8 (556 B.c.); but it is to be noted that 
nowhere in the Old Testament is there direct mention of an 
eclipse, and that in all the cases cited greater or less doubt 
exists whether there was really any thought of an eclipse. This 
leaves our passage as the only clear case of an indirect char
acter. - 3. The result of such an eclipse is the terror and dismay 
which first appear in connection with the palace life : the s£nging 
women ef the palace shall wail] For text v.s. The word ',~•:,, 
Assyrian ekallu, means large house, used ordinarily of temple in 
Hebrew, although just as regularly of palace in Assyrian. § An
other rendering is" walls" (r,i-,,w).11 Some urge against the trans
lation palace the representation in 64-9, and the use by Amos of 
n,~~.,~ to express the idea of palace ( 68 1 4· 1• 10• 12 etc.),; but this 
is not conclusive. Wailing was the ordinary sign of grief for the 
dead (Is. 152

• 3 167 etc.).-A multitude of carcasses] The eclipse 
foretells and accompanies the direst of all disasters - an indis
criminate slaughter. - In every place they are cast] The imper
sonal one casts is used for the passive,** or better (v.s.) vocalize as 

* According to Michaelis, Feb. 9, 784 B,C.; but cf. Dr. who cites von Oppolzer, 
Canon du Finsternisse = vol. 52 (1887) of the Dmksckriften of the Vienna Acad• 
emy; G. Smith, Eponym Canon, 46f., 83. t Dr. 

t V. Bosanquet, TSBA. III. JI ff:, V. 261; Pinches, DB. I. 193. 
§ Cf. Boutflower, A:JSL. XVII. 244--g. U e, Dahl. 'II Sehr/;, 
*" Geb., Va., Mau., Ba, 
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passive. So great is the slaughter that the burial is thus promis
cuous. Some prefer to take the verb as imperative, " throw them 
anywhere." * If the text is allowed to stand, c:, is translated 
Hush!] So deep is the despair, and so great the danger, that 
silence is enjoined by those who are removing their dead (cf. 
the gloss in 69· 1°). But this is quite doubtful. The principal 
treatments of c:, have been: (1) as an adverb, in silence; t 
( 2) as an imperative, be silent; t (3) as an interjection;§ 
(4) as connected with the following sentence; II (S) as a mar
ginal note added to express the feeling of some reader ; ,r 
( 6) omitted as unintelligible ; ** ( 7) rendered, with a change of 
text (v.s.), "casts bitterness"; tt (8) it is, most probably, a corrup
tion of '!D:;t1 an abbreviation for ':(~l!i:;r (v.s.). The strophe is the 
most picturesque of this series. It is strictly logical - the eclipse 
- the slaughter - the confusion and despair of the burial. The 
dramatic effect is probably not so definite nor so strong as is sug
gested by G. A. Smith. -10. And I will turn your pi'lgrtinages 
into mourning] The pilgrimages or festivals were the types of 
rejoicing (Is. 3029 Ho. 2 11 La. 515).-And all your songs into 
db;g-es] Cf. v.3 and 51.-Sackcloth] i.e. a coarse cloth made of 
goats' hair or camels' hair. It was the garb of prophets (Is. 201 

Zc. 1J4 2 K. 18 Mk. 16) and mourners (Is. 153 2212
), and was worn 

next to the skin (1 K. 2127 2 K. 6 30 Jb. 1615 Is. 3211), being bound 
about the loins (Ez. i~, sometimes as the only garment (r K. 2031 

21 27), and sometimes under an outer cloak (2 K. 630). It is prob
able that a loin cloth of sackcloth was the earliest dress of the 
Hebrews (cf. Erman, Life in Ancient Egypt, 200 ff.), and the use of 
it in mourning is an illustration of the general custom of retaining 
ancient forms and usages in religious ceremonies. H -Baldness] 
This was another sign of mourning; it was artificially produced, 
the hair on the forehead being shaved off (Dt. 141). It was a 
custom common to Hebrews, Moabites (Is. 152), Phoenicians 
(Ez. 2i1), Philistines Qe. 47°), Arabs (Agh. xv. 12), and many 
others. It seems to be a relic of ancestor-worship, the object of 

• l!r, Mere., Hd. t Mere., Har. II SS. ff We. 
t Cal., Os., Va., Schri.i., Mau., Ba., St. § Drusius. "ii Gun. tt Eih. 
!t Cf. SchwaUy, Das Leben muh dem Tode, 12 ff.; Kennedy, art, "Sackcloth,• 

DB.; Now. Arck. I.193. 
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it being to establish an inviolable covenant between the living and 
the dead, whereby the aid and protection of the latter are assured 
to the former. In Arabia the hair was deposited on the tomb. 
Hair, on account of its rapid growth, was thought to be a special 
seat of life and strength (cf. the story of Samson); hence, like 
blood, it was considered especially efficacious as a bond of union. 
For the later Hebrew use of the custom, cf. Is. J24 2212 Mi. 1 16 

Ez. 718 etc.*-And I will make it] Not the land and its people,t 
but the lamentation and sorrow of Israel on this terrible day. t -
Like the mourning for an only son] An expression of the most 
intense sorrow, cf. Je. 626 Zc. 1210• There is no reference to Tam
muz, the Assyrian Adonis. -And the end of it] That is, of the 
mourning;§ not of the Messianic times, II nor of the land.,-As 
a bitter day] Theirs will be a hopeless sorrow, the end of which is 
worse than the beginning.**-11. And I will send a famine] In 
such misery the people will naturally turn to Yahweh, but there 
will be a famine and thirst, not for bread nor for water, but for 
hearing the word of Yahweh] The singular, as in versions (v.s.). -
12. And they shall wander from sea to sea] i.e. from the Dead 
Sea to the Mediterranean tt (cf. Ps. 728 1073 Zc. 910 Jo. 2~); or, 
perhaps, the term is a more general one, meaning the ends of 
the earth. H-And from the North even to the n'sing of the sun 
they shall nm to and fro] A brief expression designating the earth 
with reference to its quarters. - They shall not.find it] Cf. 1 S. 288 

Ez. 7~ J e. 3 711• This is the climax of distress. 

The arguments for treating this strophe (vs.11• 12) as an interpolation 
(Oort, We., Ko. (Einl. 304d), Now., Che. in EB., Lohr, et al.) have little 
force. It is urged: (I) that literal and figurative thirst cannot properly 
be so closely joined; (2) that the formula in v.18 points back to v.9, and not 
to "Lo, the days are coming" (v.11). But in answer it is to be said that 
(1) the word Nl:i:lt:l (v,18) is a gloss; (2) likewise the words," Behold, the 
days are coming; it is the oracle of the Lord Yahweh" (v.11); (3) these 
verses make a complete strophe, the essential thought of which, abandonment 

• C( WRS. Sem, 323 ff.; arts. on "Baldness," by Macalister, DB., and W, Max 
Miiller, Jew. Enc.; art." Cuttings"(§ 3), by C. J. Ball, EB. 

t Cal., Mere., Ros., Hd., Or., Mit, § We., Dr., Elh, 1 Or. 
:t Geb,, Hi., Ke., We., Dr., Elh. II Schegg. 
ff Oort and Gun. are unwarranted in pronouncing v.JOb unintelligible, 
tt Va., Jus., Ros., Or., Mit,, Marti. U Ke,, Now. 
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of the people by Yahweh, is most appropriate after the description of the 
bitter mourning (in the preceding strophe). Marti om. llb,l2b as glosses. 

13. A new strophe now begins, - the last, which describes the 
pitiable plight of the nation. The fairest maidens and the youths] 
The flower of the people, and its strength, shall faint] This is no 
anticlimax; nor is there real force in the argument for omitting 
this verse instead of vs.11· 12

• * The moment one recognizes the 
division into strophes, it is perfectly clear that no difficulty arises 
in going from v .12 to v .13. -14. The flower of the people have 
been they who swear by Samaria's guilt] The calf at Bethel ; 
cf. ,w• l1Ktoti, Ho. 108 ; but since Amos nowhere else attacks any 
special feature of the cult, and since Samaria is not used else
where by him for Israel, W ellhausen supposes that originally there 
stood here the name of the god of Bethel.t Notice should be 
taken of the emendation adopted by W. R. Smith, Oort, Graetz, 
and Elhorst of l1"1tvK, Asherah, for ri~tvK; but cf. Stade, ZA W. 
III. 13, and Hoffmann, ibid. 123.-And say: as liveth thy God, 
0 Dan] The calf at Dan, in northern Israel, near the base of 
Mt. Hermon ( 1 K. 1229). i Swearing was a part of the routine 
of worship, cf. Dt. 613 1020 Is. 481 J e. 1218• Under the Canaanitish 
influence, there had come to be different Yahwehs at different 
places, with different names; cf. Gn. 1613 2133 3300 357• § -And 
by the way of Beersheba] On account of the difficulty of 1'1.':r, 
there have been suggested ( v.s.) : ( 1) thy darling, ( 2) thy well, 
(3) thy lord, ( 4) thy god. It is possible to understand "way" 
of the method of worship at Beersheba (cf. Ju. 2 22 Je. 102); but, 
on the whole, it seems preferable to take it of the pilgrimages 
to Beersheba, with which may be compared those to Mecca. II 
-And they shall fall and not n"se again] The conception of 
God is so far from the true one, and the worship based upon 
it is so far from that which Yahweh desires, that ·utter ruin awaits 
the people.,r 

1. :nS:i] A noun of the same form as r!i-,:i?, S-,:i!, from the ground-form :i1S;, 
(z -ti) as is shown by the Assyrian equival~nt kitabi, bird-net (cf. Winckler, 
ZA. VI. 145; Zimmern, ibid., 157), which occurs as a Canaanitish gloss in the 

* GAS. r85. t So Now., Che. (EB.). Marti. 
§ Now. Arch. II. 8 f. 11 GAS., Dr. 

! Stanley, Sin. and Pal. 46I. 
'11 Paton, 7BL. XIII. 88 ff. 
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Tel!-tl Amarna letters, Cf. GK. 84a, p.-2. S ,,:i,] Cf. 78 ; these are the 
only two cases of this phrase; the more common expression for forgive 
is S;, ,:i;, (Mi. 718),-4, ri•:i-&SJ With syncopation of:,, GK. 53q. Inf. cstr, 
continuing a ptcp., H. 29, 5 a; Ko. 413 v; Dr. § 206. - •u;,J For which Qr. 
"lP, ,,i;, in Kt. and Qr. is found in one Ms. which is followed by the second 
and the third editions of the Hebrew Bible (Naples, abont 1491-1493, and 
Brescia, 1494); while another Ms., followed by the fourth edition of the Bible 
(Pesaro, 15u-1517) and by the Complutensian Polyglot, has "lP in both Kt. 
and Qr, (see Ginsburg). For explanations of forms cf. Barth, NB. § II3; 
Lag. BN. pp. 48, 188, 190, and Mit. I. 81; BDB. llll and 'lV differ in meaning 
(v,s,, and cf, Lag, Mit. I. 81), but the line between them cannot be very strictly 
drawn, for they are frequently interchanged,-a confusion no doubt partly due 
to the Massoretes.-6. i:ito :,i•:iwJ1] Impf. with ] to denote purpose; cogn, 
acc. - !'t!li':iS] This infinitive and the following are parallel with iDHS at the 
beginning of the verse, the construction being that of concomitant circum
stance, equivalent to the gerundive; cf. Dr.§ 206; GK. 1140; H. 29, 3e.
•Jam] Cf. Pr. 111 2023 Ho. 128 Mi. 611 (;,w, 'tHD); and the opposite (pit 'tHt:) 

Lv. 1936 Ez. 4510 Pr. 1611 Jb. 316, Other words are o1r~ and n~~ (Is. 466),
'1. n:,wH CH] Ellipt. form of oath; Ew.8 356a; GK. 149b; H. 48, 9a; 
Ko. 391 k. - mi', J Other phrases denoting the same idea are ,1,i ,,,7; 
,,, ,, 1)1; cS,i, 1i, (Je. J7 Ps. 10317); cSwS (Gn. 322); 1J2: (Am. 111 Ps. 191oj; 
,p '~P (Ps. 8318). -8. HS ••• l'.1] The two particles separated, - n;,pwJt] 
Kt. :i/,wi1. In some Mss. :i;,p?VJl is found in Kt. and Qr., and so also in the 
Complutensian Polyglot. Cf. ii;!~= v;ii,-9. c,,ni] According to Lag. BN. 

129, 16, this is connected with Arab. ,rij; (=to step forth), and, like the 

Arab. ✓5 g \o, literally= back (cf. Assyr. sfru), and denotes the midday as the 

highest point in the sun's course. Ko. II. i. p. 93 derives it from ins = "l:'1! (to 
shine). It occurs (c,:is) in Mesha-Stone, 1. 15. It appears to be a dual 
form; cf. c•:J"ljl (Ex. 1612). -r11-lS] S introducing the obj., a common Ara
maic usage; Ko. 289 d.-3. S,•n] Probably a loan-word from Sumerian 2-gal 
( =great house), which has passed over, directly or indirectly, into Assyr., Arab., 
Aram., Syr., Ethiop., and Heh. (Oppert; Schra. HiJllenfahrt der Istar, p. 148; 
COT. II. 39; Haupt, E-vowel, I I f.; Lehmann, SamaHumuktn, 126), Aram. 
and Syr. H~:,,:,, and Assyr. ekallu = palace or temple, but the latter meaning is 
rare in Assyr. (DI. HWB.), while in Ethiop. and Heb. it is the prevailing 
one. It is used of palaces, as here, in I K. 211 2 K. 2018 Is. 1i2 397 

2 Ch. 367 Na. 27 Ps. 459, 16 Ho, 814 Jo. 4• Pr. 3028, The word is much more 
frequent in post-exilic literature than in early writings, which may be due to 
Assyrian influence or to the greater prominence of the temple in Hebrew 
thought, or to the combined influence of both causes (cf. BDB. 228).-
1S,S,:,J Other words used in mourning are : m•p HWJ, J'i', i!lD, 11l, S:iH, 
-,,p, :,J~, :,,v, :ion, :,ni, -10. :,i, 1~] Cf. 51. The elegiac measure appears in 
this verse with the introduction of the word :iJ•p; the evenly balanced mem
bers of the preceding verses are dropped, and their place is taken by mem-
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bers consisting of long and short lines, with the long line each time containing 
the predicate of the short line. It is limited to this verse ( cf. Bu. ZAW. II. 3of.). 
-~-] Neut., GK. 135p; H. 2, 3.-,w] Obj. gen.; GK. 128h; Ko. 336d. 
-11. CK,,] Here adversative; not, as frequently, exceptive; cf. GK. 163c. 
Note Ko. 372h. - •n,Srvrn] Pf. with Wiiw cons. in apodosis following a 
ptcp., H. 25, 2 d; Ko. 361 c. - J.'lllV?] On use of ', cf. Ko. 281 p. -12. )1Dl, 

n,ir.i] In Heb. the points of the compass are denoted in three ways: (I) with 
reference to one's position facing the east they are c-,1, or c,-,p (east), )'ll' or 
lll'n (south), n•"1nK (west), ~Kr.irv (north); (2) with reference to the sun they 
are n"llll or l:'lllV M"1lll (east), c,,, (south), rvorv K1:lll or J"1J.'ll (west), pDl 

(north); (3) geographically, JJJ (south), c, (west). -1t1t111V•] Denotes an 
uncertain roaming up and clown in order to find something (2 Ch. 169 Je. 51 
Zc. 410 Dn. 124 = to search through a writing). -13. niDSvnn] On form cf. 
GK. 54k, 146g. -14. v:i:oi] The custom of attesting the truth of a matter 
by oath was exceedingly common among the Hebrews. Most commonplace 
affairs were ratified by oath (Gn. 21258'.); in certain cases a man's oath was 
sufficient to establish his own innocence (Ex. 226f. 9f. l2); treaties were made 
binding by oath (Gn. 2128f-), likewise promises (Gn. 2487 5o5f,). This fre
quent usage caused it to become little more than an emphatic form of state• 
ment, as is seen by the fact that Yahweh himself is spoken of as swearing to 
do or not do certain things (e.g. 66 Je. 4918). Since oath was usually taken 
in the name of the god worshipped by the one swearing, it came about that 
swearing by a god was considered synonymous with worshipping a god (Dt. 
618 1a20 Je. 1216 Is. 481). - •r_,] Not the st. cstr. of the substantive '!:I (Ew,8 
329; Ko. II. i. p. 42), but a contracted form of the adj. •n (whose st. cstr. 
appears only in Dn. 127), the two forms of the adj. having been differentiated 
by the Massoretes who reserved '!'.I for oaths sworn by Yahweh, and used ·~ 
in oaths sworn by false gods and other non-enduring persons and things 
(Hoffm. ZA W. III. 124; GK. 93, aa, note; BSZ., BDB.). 

§ 14. A fifth vision of destruction, with a passionate de
scription of the ruin. 91-H. ( 1) A vision of the downfall of the 
altar at Bethel, the chief seat of the Northern religion, and of 
the utter ruin of the votaries; 91. ( 2) A vivid expression of the 
thought that escape is impossible, whether they flee to the under
world, or to the heavens, to the top of Carmel or to the bottom 
of the sea; or even if they are captives in a foreign land; 
92-4. (3) An assurance that, after all, Israel, because of sin, 
will be treated like other nations, whose migrations, as well as 
that of Israel, Yahweh has conducted; and that complete de
struction awaits the nation, in spite of her feeling of false 
security; 9Ht. 
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This section is clearly composed of four strophes of six lines each. The 
movement is for the most part tetrameter, although occasionally for the sake 
of more vivid description it falls into the trimeter. Strophe I (v.1) presents 
the vision of the catastrophe; strophes 2, 3 (vs.2-4) describe the utter impossi
bility of escape; strophe 4 (vs.7-B•) silences the objection, which, of course, an 
Israelite would urge, that Yahweh, as Israel's God, could not thus humiliate 
her. 

The more important modifications of the text are: ( 1) the treatment of 
vs.5• 6 as a later interpolation, on the same grounds as assigned for 418 5s. 9; 

(2) the omission of v.80, "except that I will not utterly destroy the house of 
Jacob; it is the oracle of Yahweh," as a gloss inserted by a later hand to 
modify the absolute assertion of destruction made by Amos, and as a connect
ing link to the section of promise which was added, perhaps by the same hand. 

1. MJ!C:'r~),I , , • WH'1] i!r: ll~iJ;lr~J.' ll~rl 11~1"1?1? i']l'.l~t;t •~~ II~~~ n~ '/;'!~• 
-1n] Gr. n!?~(?); Volz (TkLZ. 1900, p. 291) and Marti, 1~!.-"1lMllJn] 
6 t,r! TO l'>,o.,;TT/p~o•(, = n,}i~,:,); lJ cardinem; 'A. (ro) olKoo6µ.1)µ.a.; 2:., e. fr! 
TO 1<1{Jdipio,; .SS 1;;~ Gr. :i:i-,:in(? ). Lohr calls attention to the possi
bility of dittog. in "11T1llJn ,,,. - C•!lon] 8 ra irp61r1i~o.; lJ superliminaria; 

l. I) ... ... ... 

.ss ,~J.-cvD] Imv.,so 815ttiKoy,ov; lJ avaritia; $~~· Seb. cn:i,. 
Lag. (Anmerk. ii. gr. Uebers. der Prov. V. f.) c2p = CF!J, in wratk, cf. Hb. 312. 
Oort, op!~ or CP.P~· Elh. c~JVN i:io JlltJ '))ltJl. Gr. CJ)ltJNl = Cjllt!lNl(?). 
Oet. cmcH, Volz (op. cit.) and Marti, lOJ)"\J C)lltJN "11:lll'l.-C~-'] 6 irci>rw,; 
so ]:J. :.:._-2. 1"\nn•] 6 Ka.ra.Kpu{Jw,n,. O;rt', .,.,·~~'.,. (so Gr.). Gun. ,,·;1:, with 
fol. :i omitted. Lohr and Baumann om. v.2 as late and as out of harmony 
with' the strophic arrangement. - 3. CN1] 6 lo.v. - 1J'J.' 1JJO] Baumann and 
Now.!1 om. as gloss,-Jli'"'i'] 6.S:i pl.-co:v] Oort om. o.-4. 'J'J1] 6 pl. 
Lohr and Now.2 om. 0 as Jeremianic. -5. ,SS inserts "\ON at beginning (so 
Gr.). Before mN:1111] 6 inserts cl £Jeos = ,n~N (so Elh., Oet.); cf. the 
remark of We., "Am. does not say m11:i1:, :i,n,, but 'In ,nSN ·•."-J1on1] • • 3 1:111 0'0./\fUWP drfi,; .SS ~,o.-:i,,] 6 O'IJPTe">,e,a. o.m-17s (= :,L,~), the 
pron. being absent in 88 ; so S; lJ omnis, but in 88 universus . ....:;y1w1] 
Gr. 11;,p11>J1.-:i:i ,:iii,,~, 1~:iN1] Elh. om. as repetition from ss.-oet. om. u 
as repetition from 88.-iN:;i] Riedel, "'l:!?·-6. 1r1S;r-J o is a dittog.; read 
,,n·,i,J.' or 1n•SJ1; cf. Ps. 1043 .(so Oort, Gun., Gr., We., Mit., Now., Elh., Oet., 

T '-: T•~ "" () ► 

Marti). 6 sg.-miJ1-t1] 6 Ka.lT'f,,fra."("(e/\lo.,o.m-ofi; .SS ~~o; both 
possibly deriving i~ from 1JJ; cf. Jb. 21 31 Is. 447 (Va., Seb., Vol., et al.). 
Other Greek versions, u.,.,,7/,, Gr. ll"1"\JN1.-mm] 6$ add mN::i:t (so Gr.). 
Vs.i, 8 are to be associated with 413 5s. 9, and treated as an insertion; for 
the argument in full v.i.-1. 1,tL,;iJ S = n~::,. -im!l,] 8 2:, Ka.iriraaoKlas; 
so l!r:S'.B'. _.,,1,J 6 fJ6£Jpou, deriving it from -,,p; 8. rolxou; • A., E1• Kelp; 
s ~; 2:. Kvp,jVT)S; lJ Cyrene; m; '/:.'i?,-8. :,11~nn] 6 rw, a.µ.a.pTwXw,.

'J,11 ~J',] Gort, CNJ •J•;,. -·u1 •:i D!IN] A gloss. ,, .... 
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IX. 1-4. The vision of destruction; the impossibility of escape. 

1. I saw] This vision has an entirely different introduction from 
those of the preceding visions. Here Yahweh himself appears, the 
symbol being no longer used.* - By the altar] The translation 
on t is too specific (but cf. f) ; the idea is that of leaning, or 
hovering, over; cf. Nu. 2J3· 6 1 K. rJ1 r S. 25 24 Is. 62• t The altar 
in the prophet's vision was not the altar in general as a place of 
refuge,§ nor the altar at Jerusalem, including the temple and all 
that the temple represented, II nor in particular the altar of burnt 
offering at Jerusalem; 'if but, rather, the altar at Bethel,** reference 
being made to the form of religion practised at the northern sanc
tuaries (cf. SH), concerning which already much has been said. 
The chief temple of Northern Israel was located in Bethel. -And 
he said] The person commissioned to do the work of destruc
tion is not mentioned. It was not the prophet,tt but rather 
one of the angels H in Yahweh's court (cf. 2 S. 2416 1 Ch. 21u;). 

- Smite the capitals] Originally "lir-i~; was, perhaps, the ornament 
or knop ( cf. Ex. 2 581• 33 fl"-) at the top of the column (Zp. 214) ; 

later, the capital itself, here used collectively. These capitals 
at the top of the columns, on which rests the roof of the altar
building, shall be smitten with a violent blow. - That the thresh
olds may shake] The posts, § § or thresholds, 1111 or sills which 
really formed the foundation. Some of the old interpreters 'if'if 
understood these phrases to be intended figuratively of the kings, 
princes, and high priests. According to Ewald both terms apply 
to the altar; "11titi:i to the knop, i.e. the horns; C'Elc:i to the 
bottom of the altar; so that the whole altar is shivered, and 
the pieces fly upon the assembled people. - Yea break them 
off (7)] c~;-:!?~ is so difficult that Wellhausen and Nowack give 
it up. It is perhaps an imperative.*** The suffix evidently refers 
to the parts of the temple, i.e. the capitals, or the sills, or both. 

* Cf. Hi., Ba. t Ew,, Ba., Dr. II I!!, Cal., Ros., Ke. 
t Diisterdieck, SK., 1849, p. 9I4. § Dahl, Mit. "if Os., Mere. 
** Har., Mi., Ew., Hi., Ba., Schlier, Pu., Or., Gun., We., Now., GAS., Dr., Elh., 

Marti. tt Jus., Ba. 
!! Jer., Theod., Os., Mere.= Ros., Hi., Ew,, Ke., Pu., Now., Dr. §§ Cal., Geb. 
1111 Jus., Hd., We., Mit., GAS., Now., Dr., Marti. '11'11 E.~. Mere., Geb. 
*"* So @, Mere., Va., Ros., Schro., Ew., Hd., Or,, GUD,, Mit., BDB,, GAS., Dr. 
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tlhorst by emendation of this and the two following words (v.s.) 
gets this sense : "Those who seek unjust gain from corn, I will 
deprive of children."-And the residue of them] Cf. 1 8 42

• This 
is not the beginning of a new verse, but a continuation of the 
vision,* for the picture includes the falling altar, those crushed 
beneath it, and also those who escape and flee to meet a death 
even more terrible, death by the sword. There is no reference 
to the common people.t The phrase means the last one of 
them, t i.e. the one left from the destruction of the temple.
There shall not escape a fugitive] There can be no escape from 
Yahweh. It is this thought which is expanded in the strophe 
that follows. - 2. Dig through to Sheol] The under-world, the 
abode of the dead (Is. 149· 11 Jb. 118 26H), located in the very 
centre of the earth (Eph. 49

), and therefore a most appropriate 
and significant, though hyperbolical, example of inaccessibility. 
-Climb up to heaven] The utmost height (Je. 5153). The two 
terms ',ii:t~ and t:i:~W are often thus employed as points of 
extreme opposition; cf. Jb. n 8 Ps. 1397· 8 Is. 711 Mat. II23• §-
3. At the top of Carmel] Carmel was another example of in
accessibility, not only for its height (1800 ft. above the sea), 
but more especially for its limestone caves (said to exceed 2000 

in number, and to be so close together and so serpentine as to 
make the discovery of a fugitive entirely impossible), and its 
forests, which in the days of Strabo, II were the retreat of robbers. 
Cf. Ju. 62 1 S. 1J6 1 K. 1842.1 -Bottom of the sea] The only 
place remaining for a fugitive compelled to leave the land, of 
which Carmel, projecting into the sea, was the last portion.** 
The sea was of course the Mediterranean, and hence the ser
pent] could not have been the crocodile, tt nor the venomous 
marine serpents found in tropical regions; U the reference must 
be to the imaginary sea-monster supposed by the ancients to 
have its abode in the depths of the sea ; Gn. 1 21 Is. 2 71• § § 

• On the contrary We., Now. t Ew., We., Mit., GAS., Now., Dr. 
t Cal., Os., Geb., Ros. 
§ Cf. Stark, SK. LXXVI. 157 ff., who uses this clause to prove that Yahweh 

was thought of as dwelling, not in the heavens, but in the temple at Jerusalem. 
II XVI. 2, 28. .. Dr. tt Ki. tt Pu. 
"ii Cf. Pu., Ke., Dr. §§ Or., Mit., Now., Dr., Marti. 



-4. If they go (about) in captivity] Cf. 521
• The prophet baS 

no definite place in mind - either in Egypt or Assyria. It is 
perhaps an allusion to another Israelitish conception, viz. that 
outside of Palestine Yahweh had no power over them; since in 
a strange and foreign land they would be under the power of 
the god or gods of that land; cf. Jon. 11• From this point 
of view, the remark, "Elsewhere exile is the worst threat; here 
that is surpassed," * has no place. - The sword and it will slay 
them] The serpent, upon Yahweh's command, would bite them; 
the sword, spoken of as a thing of life (cf. Ez. 3211 Ho. u 6 

Is. 346
•
6
), at the same command, will slay them.-I will put my 

eye on them for evzl] This phrase, used elsewhere, "to keep 
watch over" (Gn. 4421 Je. 246 3912

), i.e. in a good sense, is here 
defined in the bad sense. With it may be compared "set the 
face against" (Je. 21 10 Ps. 3416 Lv. 205 Ez. 157). The purpose 
which was ordinarily good is now hostile. - 5. The Lord Yah
weh Sabaoth] The proposed logical connection of this verse 
with the preceding, " God is able to bring such punishments, 
because he is the almighty one" t is unnatural and far-fetched. 
We have here a dignified and heartfelt utterance introduced by 
one who has been reading the words of Amos in the light of the 
history of the centuries which have followed. It is better to treat 
the phrase as practically independent, t rather than to make it the 
subject of what follows§ or an oath, "by the Lord," etc. II Else
where, as has been noted,,r Amos always says" God of Hosts."•• 
With these verses may be compared 413 58 r .• - He that touches 
the earth and it melts] Cf. Ps. 466 97° 10432 I4l Na. I

5
• The 

manifestation of Yahweh's power in lightning, storm, or earth
quake brings terror. Cf. also Mi. 1

4 Ju. 54 Ps. 758
• -And it 

rises up, etc.] A repetition, almost verbatim, of 8H. - 6. He that 
builds his chambers in the heaven] This is the Hebrew picture 
of Yahweh's dwelling-place. "The Hebrews pictured the sky 
as a solid vault (ftrmamentum), resting at its extremities on the 
earth (Jb. 2611) ; in this vault the heavenly bodies were imag-

• We. t Mere., Ros., Jus., Mit., Dr. t Hi., Ke., Or., GAS., Now. 
9 Mit., Dr. JI Ew. 'II We., Mit., Now. 
•• See GAS., p. 205f., for statement on Amos's use of divine names. Cf. Lohr, 

pp. 38-67. 
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ined to revolve : 'in front of it' (i.e. in the open air below its 
lower surface) the birds flew (Gn. 1 211 ) : above it were reservoirs 
in which rain was stored (as also snow and hail) ; and above 
these 'waters above the firmament' Jehovah sat enthroned."* 
The slight change of text (cf. Je. 22

14 Ps. 1043
) here adopted 

(v.s.) does away with the interpretations, (1) ascents, i.e. air, 
fire, and spheres which successively approach nearer to heaven; t 
(2) heaven ef heavens, or third heaven (cf. Dt. 1014 1 K. 821 

Ps. 1484
) ; t (3) clouds, as formed by the ascent of moisture;§ 

(4) heavenly orbs, supposed to be in steps one above another 
leading to Yahweh's throne, 11-Ht's vault upon the earth he has 
established] ~;lr~, used in Ex. 1222 Is. 586 2 S. 22.1 of something 
held firmly together, e.g. a bundle, has been explained as ( 1) prom
ise (from i),); 1 (2) arch= ii'i?~, firmament, something beaten 
out, the vault which overhangs the earth.** - He that calleth 
for the waters, etc.] Repeated from 58 b, The arguments which 
have been urged against the genuineness of these two verses 
are: tt (1) the abruptness of their connection with the context; 
(2) the fact that they repeat much from 88 and 58 ; (3) their 
similarity to 413 and 58• 9, which are interpolated passages; (4) the 
use of the title •:.:.c ~,~, ')il:t as compared with Amos's use of 
nit:t:.:.c •~t,t:t ~,~,; (5) the style resembles that of Deutero-Isaiah 
and other late writers ; ( 6) their metre and strophic form differ 
from the structure of the original material.-7. Are ye not 
as the sons ef the Cushites unto me 7] The Cushites or Ethio
pians, t + in Amos's times, occupied Nubia, with Napata as capi
tal. About this time upper Egypt with Thebes became a part 
of the Ethiopian territory. The king of Ethiopia, Piankhi, after 
overcoming most resolute resistance and capturing Memphis, es
tablished his authority over the petty princes of Egypt, receiving 
homage and tribute from them and preventing all attempts on their 

"' Dr., p. 218. ! Pu, II Mere., Ros,; cf. Hes. 
t Cal. § Geb. 1 So l!li.$; and Stru. 
ff Mich,, Ros., Jus., Hi., Ba., Hd., Mit., Now. 
tt So e.g. Duhm ( Theo!. u9), Oort ( Th T. XIV.}, Sia, (G VI. I. 571), Gieseb, 

(Beitr?!ge, 19of.),Co. (Einl.),Che. (in WRS. Profh. xv f. and EB.), Taylor (DB.), 
We., Now., Lohr, Marti; but cf, WRS. (Profk. 400), Kue, (Einl. § 71, 6), Ko. 
i,Einl, 303 f.), 

!! Brugsch, Egypt under the Pharaohs, 387 ff. 
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part to unite in opposition to him. However, Shabako, probably 
the grandson of Piankhi, was the first Ethiopian ruler to seat him
self upon the throne of Egypt and actually administer its affairs. 
Israel, says the prophet, is no more to me than the far-distant, 
uncivilized, and despised black race of the Ethiopians; cf. Je. 1323• 

No reference is made to their Hamitic origin,* or their black 
skin ; t and yet their color and the fact that slaves were so often 
drawn from them added to the grounds for despising them. t -
Did I not bn"ng up Israel out of the land of Egypt?] This is 
not to be read separately from what follows. The sense and 
syntax will be seen either by treating this clause as a protasis, 
viz. " If I brought Israel up from the land of Egypt (as you 
assert), did I not also bring the Philistines from Caphtor ? " 
etc. ; or, more literally, by reading the three clauses in close 
connection. -Did I not bn'ng up Israel out of the land of Egypt, 
and the Philistines from Caphtor and Aram from Kir ?J Yahweh 
from his point of view was equally concerned in many, or indeed 
all, historical movements, of which three are cited as examples 
and placed side by side with that of the Israelites. This thought 
was probably not new with Amos; it was involved in the general 
idea of the day of Yahweh, and must therefore have existed be
fore Amos's day.§ All this is in answer to the objection made 
by certain narrow Israelites that Yahweh could not, if he would, 
desert Israel at this stage of his connection with them.- Caphtor] 
Not a part of the Nile Delta, II but Crete; 1 cf. Dt. 2 23 Je. 4i4 
Gn. 1014 (in which, "from whom the Philistines came forth" 
should be transposed to follow "the Caphtorim "). Cf. also 
Cherethites, Ez. 2516 Zp. 25 

1 S. 3014. - Syn·ans from Kir] See 
under 15• Some groundless inferences have been drawn from this 
verse, e.g. that the Philistines and Arameans had also been deliv-

*Ba. t Ke. 
t Cush (Gn. 1o6-7 Is. un 181 2()3-.1379 438), often mentioned= Soudan (Arabic, 

aswfld= black). In Egyptian inscriptions, K2sh (cf. Dr.). Che. (EB. 968) inter
prets Cush here as designating the N. Arabian district of that name, which adjoined 
the land of Mu~ri, See Wkl. Mu,ri, 2 (1898), and Hibbert Journal, II. (1904), 
571-590. § Sellin, Beitrage, I. 95 f. 

II Ebers, A?gyptm u. d. Biic!u1' Mose's, 130 f. ; Brugsch, Egypt under the Pharaohs: 
see, however, Sayce, Academy, April 14, 1894, p. 314, 

~ De Goeje, Th T. IV. 257 f. 
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ered from slavery ; * that according to Amos the Philistines and 
Syrians were Cushites. t - 8. The eyes of the Lord Yahweh are 
upon] Cf. 9\ The use of ~ marks the unfavorable look; cf. 
Ps. 341.1· 16

• In v.~ it was declared that Yahweh would look with 
disfavor upon Israel; v.7 asserts that, in reality, no greater reason 
exists for the exercise of favor toward Israel than for its exercise 
toward other nations; v.8 goes back again and reasserts the un
favorable attitude of Yahweh to Israel and its consequent ruin, 
This is a clear logical sequence.-The sinful kingdom] This is not 
every sinful kingdom, t nor Judah,§ nor both Israel and Judah, II 
but Israel alone.,r With the article it might well be rendered this 
sinful kingdom.**-/ will destroy it from off the face of the earth] 
This is the statement of absolute destruction which has been 
made so frequently and which, made now for the last time, is 
expanded, vs.9• 

10
• - Save that I will not utterly destroy the h0use 

of Jacob] A later Jew, who saw that the words of Amos had 
not been literally fulfilled, adds this saving clause. The line is 
an extra one from the point of view of the strophic arrange
ment ; it is flatly contradictory to the thought which precedes 
and follows ; it has the tone of the later environment. The 
entire verse is late in the opinion of some.tt The efforts made 
to explain the clause as a part of the text show at a glance the 
futility of the effort, e.g. "the favor here granted to Israel is a 
special one because of the covenant with their fathers." H It is 
true that in later days (cf. Je. 5, 30, Ez. 14) this argument was 
urged by prophets and others ; but at this time the prophet had 
just announced an exactly opposite position. -The house of Jacob] 
is, of course, the northern kingdom (51. u 6s. 14 ,u. 10• 16 87), for the 
prophet has had nothing else in mind from i• The context 
directly opposes the view which would refer these words to 
Judah;§§ nor is there any reason to suppose that Israel in 
general is meant. 1111 

1. llt'J)"l'I] , of purpose; H. 26, 2 a.-c;,1:i1] For form of suffix, cf. GK. 
61 g; but see Margolis, AJSL. XIX. 45-48, for a better explanation. - c,.,,] 

* Geb. :t Cal., Mere., Pu. 11 Ke. "'* Va. 
t Cf. Hi. § Jus. "J Dahl, Ros., et al. 
tt E.g. We., Che. in WRS. Prop!:. p. xv, and in Exp. 5th ser. V. 46; Volz, 

Janwepropk. 23 f.; Now., Marti. :t! Mere. §§ We. 1111 Ew., Ke. 
0 
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= dat., Ko. 286 a':-Dl ••• D1l•] A somewhat uncommon expression for the 
impers. idea; cf. Is. 1610 Nu. 69 Dt. 17"; GK. 144e; Ko. 324/.-c,,a ... ra,o•] 
Same as prec. except that the cognate root cSa is used as subj., with D instead 
of o on account of preceding o of c,,,.-2. CN] Here with impf. in a cond. 
sent. assuming an imaginary case = " thougk they were to dig • • . my hand 
would fetch them"; GK. 159/; H. 48, 4; Ko. 39ou; Dr.§ 143.-3. NJn, 

,r,D] NJn = to withdraw, hide (BDB.). ,no, as Arabic~ shows, means 

to c(l'l)er, veil, protect, etc. They are practically synonymous in Hebrew, and 
neither of them is used in the Qal. NJn, however, is, with one exception 
where it is used figuratively (Jb. 3880), always used with reference to man; 
while ,nc is used indiscriminately of men and things ( cf. Ps. 197 Ho. 131' 

Gn. 3119). Hence inD is of more frequent occurrence than NJn. -So,Jn] 
On art., cf. H. 5, 1.-vp,p] Root perhaps ,,p, "to dig out" (so Ko. II. i. 

p. 91); cognates, Assyr. qaqqaru and Arabic ;i;J = ground. On form 

(pilpel) GK. 84 o; Sta. 243, 1); change of, to }) is for sake of euphony; cf,, 
for other cases of dissimilation in reduplicated stems, JJ"1J = JJJJ ; a:i,, 
= o:io:i (Ko. II. i. p. 465), The word occurs in five other passages (Nu. 517 

1 K. 615, 16. 30 71), each time denoting the floor of a building. Here it is 
the floor of the sea. -4. anJim] On suf., GK. 59g; on ending n_, GK. 59a; 
on vowel-change, GK. 59 e,g. - 5. 'l1N1] There is much force in Ew.'s treat
ment of this , as the , of the oath ; other possible examples of this usage 
are Ho, 1zl Jo. 420 Je. 2928 Is. 5116 Dt. 3281 Ps. 7119 89"8; cf. Ew.8 340c; 
H. 44, Id, rm. (e). -vmn] The ptcp. here is followed by J1on,, i.e. impf. 
with , cons., and this by l?JN1 (also nn?J'1 and nv1,1111), GK. 112tt regards 
this case (i.e. the pf. with l cons. following an impf. with 1 cons.) as one 
of a few instances due to error in the text, or to incorrect modes of 
expression ; cf. Ko. 366 i who treats the ptcp. as referring to past time; 
Ew.8 343 a. In Am, i what seems to be a similar case proves on exami
nation to be different, since n~JNl is equivalent to an incipient impf. (v.s,). 
The proper explanation is this: the ptcp. together with Jmm expresses not a 
descriptive action, but a fact of general experience, a construction ordinarily 
denoted by the pf.; GK. 106k; Dr.§ 12; H. 18, 3. The whole expression 
= "he causes the earth to melt." This was the principal statement, which is 
followed by three clauses each giving a detail of the concurrent phenomena. 
These clauses are not subordinated as circumstantial clauses would be by 
placing the subject before the predicate; they are concurrent and coordinate, 
yet descriptive, and hence the pf. with , consec. (= impf.) is employed. It 
is possible that this peculiar const, points to a late and unclassical date for 
vs.5· 6• -6. 1niJN] His vault; from the root idea of binding (Talm. and 
Aram. i.iN) come four different ideas, each of which occurs but once, viz. 
bunch (of hyssop), Ex. 12~2, company (of men), 2 S. 226, bands (of ox-bow), 
Is, 586, and here the heavens, as bound or fitted together into a vault, Cf. 

SI~ 
Ar. i)~l--7. C"III-'] On a•i.,., GK. 87a.-N?l"I] Given concessive force in 
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GK. I 50 t. - ~i,i,rv,"'ni,i] The force of the position may be expressed by placing 
emphasis on the word Israel. - 8. ,_, D!>N] An adv. of limitation,= save that; 
the other cases of this are Nu. 1328 Dt. 154 Ju, 49 ; also (according to We., Sta, 
G VI. I. 199, Dr., Kit., and BDB.), IS. 15.-N',] F'or unusual position (else
where only in Gn. J4 Ps. 498) cf. GK. II3 v; H. 28, 3 rm. {; Kii. 352/,
,,t1iun] Intens, inf. abs,, here written fully; cf. Dt. 1514 Is, 594 Je. J16; etc. 
(GK. 53k). 

§ 15. A later voice of promise. 98""111• (1) A modification of 
the prophetic utterance concerning the exile, which shall not be 
doom, but a source of discipline, destruction coming upon the 
wicked only; 980· 9· 10

• ( 2) There will be a lifting up and repair
ing of David's hut, now fallen, and the acquisition of all the terri
tory originally intended for Israel; 911· 12. (3) There will be a 
return of numerous and plenteous harvests, a rebuilding of cities, 
and a replanting of vineyards ; and Israel shall be permanently 
reestablished ; 91s-15

• 

This section is composed of three strophes of six lines each. Strophe r, 
introduced by the transition clause, save that I will not utterly destroy, etc., 
furnishes the ground for what follows, viz. only the wicked of Israel shall 
perish ; strophe 2 describes the political reestablishment of Israel, including 
Judah; strophe 3 pictures the prosperity and permanency of restored Israel. 

The chief reasons for denying this section to Amos are: ( 1) the many 
linguistic affinities between it and the works of exilic and post-exilic times 
(see especially Che. Exp. 5th ser. VIII. 44 f.; Volz, 23; Dr. 119; Day and 
Chapin, AJSL. XVIII. 81; Grimm, Liturgical Appendices, 91); e.g. ,,i;iiun 
(v.Sb), ~1.0' (v,9), ,,,, (v,11), ii>iin and i11p (v,13) scriptio plena; the late 
formula o•K:i o,o, nJn (v.18); the phrase cS1p •t1•.:i; cf. Mal. 3'1 Mi. 714 Is. 51i 

Je. 462'l, which are late passages; the phrase 1"11JIV Jiiu, which is post-exilic; 
1•n~N, cf. Is. 4110 527 546 669 Ps. 14712 Jo. 417; c,cv is later than iu,,,r,, occur
ring only in Jo. 16 41s Is. 4926 Ct. 82 ; r,t,,-,n, cf. r,~,,n, Is. 4919 ; J10 in Hithpa. 
only in Na. 16 Ps. 1072<3; (2) the fact that this picture of restoration is incon
sistent with Amos's repeated announcements of entire destruction ( cf. 51· 1 

91--1. 7); (3) a favorable attitude towards Judah, as distinct from Israel, is not 
characteristic of Amos; ( 4) the emphasis laid upon material blessings, ex
tension of territory, etc., to the exclusion of every moral characteristic, is in
consistent with the attitude of Amos, whose whole message is ethical; (5) the 
fact that the passage contains echoes of later writings, e.g. cf, v.11 and Is, I 11, 

v.1a O and Lv. 26°, v,13b and Jo. 418, v,14 and 2 K. 1929 Je. 149 2if· 28 Is. 548 6521 

Dt. 28:JOf. 39 Zp. 118; (6) the abruptness of transition from the announce• 
ment of destruction to the promise of restoration in v.86 ; (7) the use of the 
title ,,,,Si-c is in oppositiun to the usage and thought of Amos ( 412 being a. 
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questionable passage); (8) Amos always represents the whole people as the 
object of punishment, but here a distinction is made between the righteous 
and the sinner which is characteristic of later thought; (9) the passage 
seems to look back npon a ruined nation (vs.11• Hf-); (10) Amos always con
templates an exile in Assyria, not a scattering among the nations as here, 
(So e.g. Sta., We., Oort, Marti (Ge1ck, l91 and Dodekapropketon), Sm. (Rt/. 
183); Houtsma (ThT. XXXIV. 433),Co. (Einl. ed. 3, p. 184), Che. (WRS. 
Propk. XV. and Exp. Jan. 1897, pp. 44-47, and EE.), Preuschen (ZA W. 
XV. 24-27), Now., GAS., Volz, Liihr, Taylor (DB.), Bu. (Jew. Enc.), Bau
dissin (Einl.), Grimm (Liturgical Appendices, 88 ff.); but cf, Val., Dr., Mit., 
Oet. (pp. 24 f.), Co. (Einl. 1st ed.).) 

Some interpreters make the interpolation begin with v,11 ; so e.g. Torrey 
(JBL. XV. 153f.; cf. Schwally, ZAW. X. 227; Seesemann, p. 15), who 
saves vs.S-IO for Amos by pruning them of later additions, viz. v.8~, and the 
last clause of v.9, which were added in order to prepare the way for vs.11 ff., 

9. ,1,1] 6 r,(wrp,µ,µa. = ,~r (so also Elh,), ,S ,=~?- Oet. ,n; (?), 

cf. Is. 176.-10. 1il1D'] 6 Te1'.evT,j1Tovr1,; 1:1 morientur; ,i ,~-1'1J/"m] 
6 ,-cl; Ka.Ka. -t:>•Jn] Read ll"Jl'l (so We., GAS., Now., Torrey, Dr., Oort 
Em., Elh., Oet., Marti). CT. Hi. who reads J•c>n as in I Ch. 2112 Jb. 411s, 
and cites the substitution of !li1J!l for J•c>o in IS. 1426.-c•i~n] Read DJ,21'1, 
since Hiph. occurs only in Jb. 413 (so We., Torrey, GAS., Now., Oort Em·., 
Elh., Oet., Marti).-1l,,J1J] 6 ,qf -IJµ,iis. Read 1i,,v (so Hoffm., We., Gr., 
Oort Em., Torrey, Now., Elh., Oet., Marti). Riedel, ~l'';V~, -11. n,0] 
m: n,Ji N~i:,~~- Hoffm. n1:? and n1',~j::, (so Preuschen, ZA W. XV. 25; 
Schwally, ibi°d. X. 226; Gu.). At end of v.11 .S adds, ,,,1 ,,, nmlb; cf. 
Dt. 327.-1,no,m F'l'l"lll] .S 3 m. pl. suffixes; F, for ·,ll, aperturas murorum 
ejus. We. :;t'J;bl~! :;i•n~ (so Gr., Val., Now., Elh., Oct., Marti). -12. lt:>"1"] 
6 tKj'I/T'IITW'11V = 11:>,,,. -c1,N n•,Nt:>-nNJ 6, omitting !"IN, ol KO.TC1'.0t'l'O< .,.,:;," 
6.vfJp,Jnrwv ( = C;.t;i), and inserting as obj. of 11:>,,, in some Mss. µE, in others, 
e.g. (15A, TOv K6p,ov; cf. Acts 1511• -c:i,l:,17 ••• ,&>N] Gr. ,&>N,. 6 l,p ots,, • 

br' a.,hous; 1:1 eo quod • •• super eos.-nN1] 6'.Ef.5!, pl.-13. !Vll1] ,S ;;~ 
= l'?'::' (Seb.). - ,11,,J w,1n] 6 0 6.µf/TOS TOP TPll"17/T611. Vol. sug. as basis 
of 6 , 11pJ &>•,n, but t,,-,;, = seedtime, while 6.µ1JT6s = harvest. g; N,11;,: N•,,; 

() D V I> ,.. T '"l- T ~ T 

.S ~ H?l, Oet. lliJ1n::,. Gun. ~lnJ "IJ1~.-1:i 't:J C'JJJI ,,,1] 6 Ka.1 
1r,pKar1E1 ,;, ITTa.q,uX~ iv ,-,;; 1T1r6p1j1, perhaps reading ,~=1 for ,,,; cf. Ez. 47111 

p 'l7 ... ... ""~ y 

(Vol.) • .5!, j.:..;~ ~? j;-r"c; cf. W NP,;! "Ii P!?l?;' r:m "l!P,~•-D'CV] 
m:, freely, !'!'"I.I? "II?':!· - mmonn] 6 r16µ,/>11To1 l1Tovra.,, perhaps reading :iwor,n, 

cf. Ho. us (Vol.); F culti erunt; QI: 107!!1:':; .S ~~-- 14. l'l1Dtrl] 

6, freely, .,<f,a.v,r1µ,,!'lts.-16. 1vnJ•] F eve/lam eos.-onoiN] fiNB om. suff. 
-,,ni,N] 6 o fJEos I, ,ra.VTo,cpdTwp; hence Gr. !'11NJl ,:,i,N, 

9. For behold I command] The later writer preserves the 
continuity of expression, by placing the words in the mouth of 
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Yahweh. The importance of the utterance is indicated by the 
use of .Behold. The participle represents the action as on the 
point of occurrence. - I wilt shake the house of Israel among all 
the nations] Every Israelite, good or bad, shall be subjected to 
the discipline (no longer doom) which is coming. Instead of a 
particular people, among whom Israel is to go captive, as else
where, the phrase " all the nations" occurs, as in later prophets; 
cf. Je. 436 Ez. 3621.-Just as one shakes with a sieve] The sieve 
is ordinarily constructed in such a way as that the good grain is 
retained, while the light grain, the dust, and chaff fall through to 
the ground when the sieve is shaken. So the captivity is to be a 
means of sifting out of Israel all the wicked and worthless who 
are a disgrace and offence to the true people of Yahweh.-And 
not a kernel shall fall] The good shall remain in the sieve, i.e. 
in exile, but the bad shall fall, i.e. perish. .,,~=kernel or 
pebble ; cf. the following views : ( 1) that the nation is entirely 
chaff; • ( :z) that "'\1"'\::il: = small stones which remain with the 
wheat, not one of them shall fall; t (3) that it means firm and 
solid grain, i.e. something pressed together; t (4) that pebble 
= wicked, who shall remain in the sieve, i.e. captivity, while the 
righteous fall out or escape;§ (S) that .,,~ = pious, who are 
bound in a bundle that they may not be lost. II In favor of the 
interpretation of .,,~ as grain are : ( 1) the fact that what remains 
in the sieve is the good element according to the description here, 
while the bad falls through; ( 2) the idea of destruction could 
not be expressed by the figure of preservation in the sieve, nor 
deliverance by falling through the sieve.1 -10. All the sinners 
of my people] This is the point of differentiation. It cannot 
mean, "all my sinful people," ** a thought more naturally ex
pressed through an adjective. These sinners must be removed 
through the process of sifting; a violent death awaits them. -
Disaster shall no/ touch or befall us] For change of text, v.s. 

• Cal. t Mere., Ros. :t Ba. 
~ Hoffm., Preuschen (ZA W. XV. 24), This interpretation supposes the sieve 

referred to here to be the Kirbal described by Wetzstein, ZDPV. XIV. I ff,, as a 
sieve with large meshes into which the grain was first thrown in order to screen out 
of it small stones, clods, straws, and imperfectly threshed ears, which could not be 
blown out by throwing the grain against the wind. Cf. Ecclus. 274• 

~ Hes. "ii So Now, "Torrey, JBL. XV, 154 f. 
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For a similar attitude of mind on the part of the wicked, cf. 
Am. 63• Looking forward to Yahweh's day as a time of joy and 
blessing ( cf. 518

), they scornfully refuse to heed the prophet's 
warnings of calamity. With this picture of Yahweh's day as a 
time of discipline and purification resulting in the preservation 
and strengthening of the righteous, that of Amos is in striking 
contrast ; cf. 518--20 89· 10• L'!. 13• -11. In that day J Cf. the introduc
tory phrase in v.1.1, and the occurrence of both together in sn. -I 
will raise up the hut of David] This expression presupposes the 
exile, for the Davidic house is here reduced to a hut; cf. Hoff
mann (v.s.) who reads huts, and interprets the phrase, not as 
having reference to the union of the two kingdoms, but as a 
picture of the coming restoration of the simplicity of Davidic 
days which Amos loved, the huts of David being contrasted with 
the palaces and forts of the age of Jeroboam. -Build it as in 
the days of old] This would hardly be appropriate in Amos's 
days, but entirely so in later times. -12. That they may possess 
the remnant of Edom and all the nations J Cf. Ps. 60. This 
hostility towards Edom in particular seems to reflect the feelings 
of the exilic age; cf. Ob., Is. 6i-6

, etc. This political exaltation 
of Israel at the expense of the nations in general is strangely 
discordant with the teachings of Amos; cf. v.7.-Which are called 
by my name J This does not mean "those to whom he shall have 
revealed his divine nature, and manifested himself as a God and 
Saviour" ; * nor "those who have been solemnly proclaimed by 
him as his property or subject-lands, which was done in his 
promises to Israel and David's house"; t but refers rather to the 
thought (cf. Je. ,1° Dt. 2810 

2 S. 1228) that an owner's name will 
adhere to what he owns, and to the fact that David had actually 
subdued extensive territory and made it submissive to Yahweh. t-
13. The ploughman shall overtake the reaper, etc.] Cf. Lv. 26·5. 
Ploughing and reaping will press close upon one another, the time 
of ripening will be so short; before the farmer has his crops all 
sown, it will be time for him to begin reaping those first sown. -
And the !reader of grapes him who soweth seed] i.e. the vintage 
will be so abundant that seedtime will arrive before the vintage is 

•Ke, tor. t Now, 
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finished. Vintage begins in September, while seedtime begins as 
soon as the October rains have made ploughing possible.-And 
the mountains shall drop sweet wine] Cf. Jo. J18• The vineyards 
were commonly planted on the mountain slopes.-And all the 
hills shall melt] It will appear as though the hills themselves were 
being dissolved in the copious streams of wine flowing from the 
vineyards on their sides. -14. I will lead back the captivity of 
my people] In Ho. 611, and everywhere in later writings (i.e. eleven 
times in Je., three times in Ez., Dt. 303 Ps. 126u La. 214 Ps. 141 

5J6 Zp. 2 7 J2°), except in Jb. 4210
, the phrase M1:l!t' :iiiv may be 

given this meaning (v.i.). The other interpretation turn the for
tune (turning) of my people, based on the derivation of r,i:itD from 
:iitD rather than /'l:l!D, is favored by some scholars ( v.i.). The latter 
meaning is more general. In either case, the post-exilic origin of 
this utterance is clear in view of the detailed description which fol
lows, and seems to have been written in the light of experience. -
They shall rebuild waste cities and inhabit them] Cf. J e. 3310 Is. 548 

6521.. The opposite is seen in Zp. 1
13 Dt. 28?1:J.-And they shall 

plant vineyards and dn"nk their wine, and they shall make gardens 
(i.e. orchards), and eat thdr fruit] For similar ideals of the 
future see Is. 6521. Ez. 2826 ; and note the contrast between this 
and Amos's outlook, 49 511

; cf. Dt. 2800
· 

39 Zp. 1
13

• -15. I will 
plant them upon their land] Cf. Ho. 228 Je. 246 3241 4210 451, 
2 S. 710 Is. 6021 Jo. 3"0• The nation is here represented as a tree 
(cf. Ps. 1 3).-And they shall not again be plucked up from their 
land which I have given them] A promise of permanent posses
sion, qualified by no conditions; but the nation is thought of here 
as righteous, and therefore enjoying the favor of Yahweh. -Saitk 
Yahweh thy God] Cf. 4 12 Is. 4110 527 546 669

• This is a phrase 
expressive of the close relationship now existing. It is not used 
by Amos. 

9. vu•] Indef. freq.; literally, is shakm, the subj. •grain' being under
stood, - :i"l:i,] a..1'. Apparently from "l:JJ = intertwine, weave. There seems 
to be no sufficient reason on either lexicographical or exegetical grounds to con-

nect it with the modern JL?~, described by Wetzstein, ZDPV. XIV. 1-7.

"11"11] Etymol. uncertain; perhaps from "1"13 = to press together. The meaning 
pebble is assured for 2 S. 1,18, the only other occurrence. Grain of corn suits 
the present context better. -10. •~• •N~n) Partitive genitive, GK. 128 i; 
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not "my sinful people" (so Torrey), cf. Da. §24a,-11,,Jn] Hiph. never 
occurs elsewhere meaning" draw near," but rather with causative force," bring 
near." Hence the original consonants !!'Jn should probably be pointed as Qal. 
Likewise o,,pn] must be pointed as Pi.; Hi. occurs only in Jb. 4r8, where 
also Pi. was probably original (so Duhm).-1J•ip:iJ If Mi!!: be retained,, is 
to be explained as scriptio plma, since ip.:, is regularly used in sg. before 
suff. But (1) this unusual pointing, (2) the inappropriateness of this prep. 
after the vbs. used here, and (3) the rendering of 6 (v.s.) support the change 
to 1J•~ adopted here. The objection of Gun. that ip does not elsewhere 
occur with suffix of 1 p. pl. is of little force. - 11. me] Used here fig. of the 
fallen Davidic dynasty; cf. its use in 2 S. 2212 of the clouds as the dwelling
place of Yahweh. This is preferable lo pointing it as pl., with Hoffm. (v,s.), and 
requires less change in the following suffixes, involving merely the reading of 
masc. sg. suff. instead of f. pl. in );'l'J"1£1, whereas the reading ni;~ necessitates 
reading rn•nc,n, and pn•J:i, and m,~i. Perhaps, however, it is better to 
read all three suff. as fem. sg., with W~., and refer them to n:ic. - ,,,,] The 
scriptio plena is a distinctively late characteristic, not becoming customary 
until the close of the fourth century B.c. In 66 it occurs again, hut there it is 
certainly a later addition. See Eckardt, ZA W. XIII. 89 f.; cf. BDB. s.v.; 
for the statistics of the two forms of writing the name, see Bonk, ZA W. XI. 
127 ff.-1,r.c,n] a.ll..; a passive ptcp. formation (Barth, NB. r26 c), from 
c,-,:, = "to tear down." If the masc. suffix be retained it mnst be explained 
as influenced by, or referring to, ,,,,.-,o,.:,] For this use of.:, cf. Ho. 2°.-

12. on,~;, ,cri, H"1i'l i::ot-1] This phraseology regularly denotes the fact of 
possession; cf. Is. 41 6319 Dt. 281° Je. ,io 1516 2 S. 1228• -nio nri,p] This use 
of the ptcp. to express an attribute of Yahweh is found also in 418 58f. 95 f., and 
is common in late Iiterature.-13. c,,c;,] Pass. ptcp. formation (Barth, NB. 

126c), from 00)1 = crush by treading; cf. Mai. 321 ; Syr. __:a:;.= to explore; 
ci;.,. 

Arab.~= to prowl about. This was probably a sweet wine made by not 
allowing fermentation to continue the usual length of time; cf. Dr., and 
Pliny, Hist. Nat. XIV. 9. In Ct. 82 this word is used of wine made from 
pomegranates, a kind of wine still made in Persia. - nrn1cnn] Cf. the use 
of this same vb. with reference to the land in v,6, and of the hills, as here, in 
Na. 15, In Jo. 418, where this statement is repeated, the more ordinary phrase 
:i~n ,,:i is substituted for this striking expression. -14. r,1:iri,J Best explained 
as derived from ;i.:,~, not from J111', Cf. the effort of Barth (ZDMG. XLI. 
618) to connect it with :,.:,ri, = to gather (Arab. 4S), translating, "I will 
gather a gathering.'' 



A COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF 

HOSEA. 

§ 1. The superscription. 1 1• * This superscription states the 
authority, the parentage, and the period of Hosea, the prophet 
whose writings make up the collection. The superscriptions of 
the prophetic books, like those of the psalms, had their origin in 
many cases in an age later than that of the prophecies themselves. 
This fact explains the inconsistencies so frequently found between 
the contents of the superscriptions and the contents of the books. 
The data for determining the value of the statement must be 
gathered from the book itself. In the case before us, aside from 
the formal utterance concerning the prophet's inspiration and the 
name of his father, the questions of special interest are: (1) Why 
should Jeroboam alone be mentioned of the Northern kings, when, 
if the other part of the date is correct, the prophet must have 
worked also during the reigns of several of the Israelitish kings, 
viz. Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, Hoshea? 
(2) If Hosea was a Northern prophet, why is the work dated by 
Southern kings? (3) Did Hosea really prophesy during the period 
designated? (4) Consideration must also be given to the question 
of his home and nationality. These points, already referred to in 
the Introduction, will be taken up in the order suggested by the 
text. 

I. 1. The word of Yahweh J While " law " or "instruction " (:i"l'IJ'i 

= decision by oracle) was the technical word for the divine com
munication through the priest, and "counsel 11 (:,:::,:i, = "the faculty 
of self-determination or devising of measures II t), cf. Je. 1818, for 

• Cf. Che. 9-15 ; Sayce, :JQR. I. 162-172; Kirk, Profh. 107-xro ; Riehm, 
Einl. ll. 46--50; Now. 2--6; GAS. I. 2n-226; WRS.Propk. 144ff.; Marti, 13!. 

t er. Siegfried in art." Wisdom," DB. 
201 
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that of the sage, "word " (,~.,) is the term employed in connec
tion with the work of the prophet (cf. Am. 11 Is. 21 Je. 12 21· 4 71 

Ez. 61 71 121 1J1 Jo. 1
1 Jon. 1

1 Mi. 1
1 Zp. 11 Hg. 1

1 Zc. 1 1 Mai. 11).

To Hosea, the son of Beeri] The word Hosea (!?tpi:,) means de
liverance (cf. p. 205); with it may be compared the form Joshua 
(!?l!Lli:i;). The same name was borne by the last of the Israelitish 
kings (733-722 B.c.), but the effort to identify this king with the 
prophet is without success. The name Beeri occurs only here ; 
cf., however, Beerah, 1 Ch. 56• Among various traditions con
cerning Hosea may be mentioned (1) that which locates his birth 
and death in Belemoth * or Belamon t or Bethshemesh t o( the 
tribe of Issachar; (2) that which represents his death as having 
taken place in Babylon and his burial in Tsepath in upper Galilee; § 
(3) that which makes his burial place in Almenia, in Northern 
Africa. Leaving these stories, we turn to the book which bears 
his name for the information not elsewhere given. He was of 
Northern Israel; this appears from (1) the language of the book, 
which contains Aramaisms; II (2) the phrases "if "our king," 76, 
"in the house of Israel I saw a horrible thing," 610

; "the land" 
applied to Northern Israel, 1 2 ; (3) the special interest shown in 
Israel;** (4) the peculiar information displayed in reference to 
their religious tt and political conditions, their past history, U and 
the topography of the country;§§ (S) his familiarity with the 
Northern love-poem, Song ef Songs, 1111 but this point can scarcely 
be substantiated; (6) "the tone of Hosea's religion, which is, on 
the whole, both warmer and more joyous (cf. chaps. 2 and 14) than 
that which prevails in the great Judahite prophets." "if"if It has 
been suggested that Hosea, like Amos, went up from Judah to 
Israel;*** because ( 1) frequent references are made to Judah 
(11·n 415 56· 1

0-
14 6'· 11 814 II 12 122:), but these passages are doubtful, 

• See Wii. pp. iii, iv; Now. Hosea, p. ix; Kno. Propk. II. r54; Pseudepipha-
nius, de vitis prophet. chap. II. t Pseudodorotheus, de prophetis, chap. I. 

:t Jer. on 11. § ;i~::ii-m 177:V?V, fol. 19. 
II Sim. 38; Ke., Giesebrecbt, ZA W. I. 258; Che., Ko. Einl. 3u f.; Now. 
'II Cf. Hi. and Ew.; v., however, Che. p. 10. 

ff Wu. p. v. tt Dr. LOT. 304. 
§§ Ew. I. 2rof.; Wu. p. vii.; Now. 3. 
11 Che. p. 10; cf. Wii. p. viii. 

:tt Now., Houa, pp. viii f. 
1111 Hi. 5; Che. 34· 

... Jahn, Einl. II. i. § 94; Mau. Ob,""1/at, in Hoseam, cited by Ros. 
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and in any case do not involve such an implication; (2) the super
scription dates the life of the prophet principally according to 
the kings of the Southern Kingdom, the name of Jeroboam being 
given to indicate the period of his prophetic activity in Israel; 
but, as will be shown, the superscription is from a late hand, and 
consequently cannot be trusted for evidence of a character so 
subtle; (3) the prophet's attitude toward the people of Judah as 
compared with that manifested toward Israel; but under Uzziah, 
the people of Judah were comparatively upright, while idolatry 
with all its evils, and oppression with all its accompaniments, were 
rampant in Israel.* Nor does the use of the names of kings of 
both kingdoms indicate birth in one and work in another.t More
over, the failure to give the birthplace of a prophet does not in
dicate that he was a native of J erusalem.t-ln the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of Israel] This translated into 
dates reads : Between ea. 785 and ea. 7 I5, reckoned by Southern 
kings; between ea. 780 and ea. 745, reckoned by Northern kings. 
If genuine, this would mean that Hosea's work began, at least 
before 745 B.c., and continued probably through 722 B.c. 

As favoring this, and in explanation of the difficulties which have arisen, 
it has been suggested: (I) That the names of the Southern kings are inserted 
(a) because the line held a more permanent and dignified position, and its 
chronology was more trustworthy (Ma. 4); ( b) because, as the prophet 
knew, they were the true kings (Hiiv. Einl. II. ii. 278; Ke. I. II f.; Hng. I. 
166f.; Pu.); (c) because they were the righteous kings, Jeroboam's name 
being added for the reason that he too was righteous in not heeding the 
calumny against Amos (71°); or (d) because it was customary to date one's 
·prophecies by the kings of one's native land (Hosea being from Judah) 
(Mau.). (2) That the name of Jeroboam is added (a) in order that the 
prophet may give evidence of his knowledge to foretell future events, since 
he first threatens the evil in the prosperous time of Jeroboam (Cal. 38 f.; 
Os. 509; Hng. 167; Ke. I. 12 f.); or (b) because the prophet's work 
was done in Israel (so most comm.); but the fanciful character of such 
suggestions is obvious. (3) That the names of the remaining kings of 
Israel are omitted because they were not regarded as real kings (Cocceius 
in Marek, 6; Hng. 168). In favor of the genuineness of the super-

* Kit. Hist. 11. 310 f.; Kno. Proph. lI. 155, Anm. S; Wii. p. vi.; H. P. Smith, 
Q. T. Hi#, :;i:n If, t Ros. p. 5. t Wii. p. vii. Cf. Ew, I, 1110--214. 



204 HOSEA 

scription it has been urged ( l) that "Shalman" ( 1ol4) refers to Shal• 
maneser (Hng. I. 169 f.; Pu.); (2) that Jareb (518 1o6) is the natal name 
of Sargon (Sayce, HCM. 417); (3) that the predictions of Assyrian invasion 
in Jo-I, 8 1J16 seem to refer to the immediate future (Huxtable); (4) that the 
allusions to the Egyptian relations (i1 u 11) are satisfied by the events of 
Hoshea's reign (Ma. 341; Ke, I. 15 f.; Hng. I. 170 f.); (5) that 810 refers to 
tribute paid by Menahem to Tiglathpileser (Schm. p. 73); (6) that the 
whole description is one that accord~ literally with the period of the last days 
of Israel (Hng. L 171 f.; Ke. I. 16). Against the genuineness of the super
scription may be urged (Ew., Sim., Wii.; WRS. Prop!,. 406[.; Che.; Dr. 
LOT. 301 f.; We., Or., Bach., Val., Now.; Da. DB. II. 420; Marti, EB. II. 
2121, et al.; Oet.): (1) the inconsistency of placing the later date (Uzziah, 
etc.), ea. 780 to 7I5, before the earlier (Jeroboam) ea, 780 to ea, 745, when 
chaps. 1-3 seem to belong to the reign of Jeroboam (cf. the description of 
prosperity in chap. 2, which is applicable only to Jeroboam's time; and the 
announcement of a yet future destruction awaiting the dynasty of Jehu, 14), 

and chaps. 4-14, to the times which immediately followed; (2) the improba
bility that a Northern prophet would use for his dates the reigns of Southern 
kings; (3) the fact that in the prophet's time Gilead was still Israelitish, 
68 1211; cf. 51; although in 734 B.C. its inhabitants were carried away by 
Tiglathpileser; (4) the absence of any reference to the attack of Pekah 
upon Judah in 735 B.C. (cf. Is. 7); (5) the probability that Hezekiah did 
not come to the throne until after the fall of Samaria, to which event Hosea 
looks forward (1J16 141) (We. Jahrbb. f. deutsclu Theo!. XX. 630; Wkl. 
Untersuch. 77 ff.; McCurdy, HPM. II. 250; Marti, EB. 796; Che, EB. 
2058; Gu. Cm!,. 200; et al.) 

The evidence points to the conclusion suggested above, that at 
least a portion of the superscription comes from the hand of a 
post-exilic scribe, who thus inexactly represents Hosea as a con
temporary of Isaiah (cf. Is. 11) and of Micah (cf. 11), the name 
of Uzziah being omitted from the date of the latter to show that 
he was younger.* 

• Various opinions regarding the origin of the superscription are: Hi. reads as 
original, "In the days of Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of Israel; then spilke 
Yahweh to Hosea," thus including a part of v.2. Sim. and Wu. treat the whole 
as late. Ew. takes the specification of the kings of Judah as a later addition from 
the hand to which we owe Is. Ir, and considers the rest of the heading as original 
but belonging only to chaps. I and 2. Che. says, " The first part, ' the word,' etc., 
may have been originally prefixed to a roll containing chaps. I-3; the latter part 
was intended for the complete book; both parts were joined thoughtlessly at a 
late date." Sayce declares the title to be older than the age of l!li, and to be the 
work of a native of Judah, It is inexact and imperfect and comes from a later 
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1. J)::>1:i] From !)IV' = to be wide ; this earlier form was changed to Jli'ln• 
(Nu. 138 16 3212· 28). 6 'lliijE; '.B' Oseq Jerome (on 11) notes the writing 

P ► I~ o ' 
Ava-,j, Ause; Rom. 92.1 'Oa-,js; .$ '¾..0cn; Arabic ½'~r• On the original 

pronunciation of pi,1,.,, cf. Haupt. ZA. II. 261, Anm. 2; Jager, BAS. I. 468. 
The form i$ not (1) an imv. (Hiph.) = Save tkou (Ma. 2; Ros. 10.), for this 
would require p'{f1:-i; nor (2) pf. 3 m. sg., which would require p_•~,.,; nor 
(3) a compound ofin = in,, a form of n,n, and ')]'{j = 'JJf, (Jer.; cf. Sim. 7, and 
Wii. pp. If.), for this is the e,;planation of i,111,n•; but (4) an inf. abs., (Sim. 6; 
Wii. p. I; Or. 4; BDB.); cf. Je. 11 12 1 S. 25~,33. 

§§ 2-5. Hosea's call to the prophetic work, in connection 
with the unfaithfulness of his wife, a picture of Israel's rela
tionship to God. r 2-J5. A family experience leads Hosea to un
derstand in some measure the love of Yahweh for Israel. This 
experience was, in a word, the adultery of his own wife, and the 
birth of children in this adultery. Some time after the events 
themselves have occurred, he tells the story, mingling with its 
details the new and precious truth which he has gained from the 
experience concerning Yahweh and Yahweh's bride, the nation 
Israel. His narrative, like that of Isaiah's vision (Is. 6) and 
Jeremiah's later feeling in reference to the message concerning 
the purchase of the field (Je. 328

), reads into the events the 
significance which the later history suggests. The present text 
as rearranged includes: § 2. The harlotry of Gomer, the prophet's 
wife, 12-11 (v.1, a later addition). § 3. The purchase of Gomer as 
a slave and her retention "many days," s1..,o; (v.n, a later addition). 
§ 4. The harlotry of Israel and her punishment therefor, 2H· 10-i,. 19 

(vs.41>. 6
· 12 being glosses or later additions). § 5. Later voices 

hand. Dr. supposes the original title to have had simply, "In the days of 
Jeroboam;• and to have referred only to chaps. 1-3; and the names of the Judean 
kings, contemporaneous with and subsequent to Jeroboam, to have been added in 
order to indicate that the book as a whole referred to a later period. We. andNow.2 
say that only the beginning of the superscription, "The word of Yahweh which came 
to Hosea, son of Beeri," is old. Now. thinks that if any part of the superscription 
is genuine, it must be" The word of Yahweh which came to Hosea, son of Beeri, 
in the days of Jeroboam, king of Israel." This belongs only to chaps. 1-3. Marti 
(EB. II. 21iu), suggests "words of Hosea, the son of Beeri" as the original form. 
Da. (DB. II. 420) grants the possibility of an early date for" the words of Yahweh 
which came to Hosea, the son of Beeri." Oet. rejects the entire chronological state
ment as coming from a later hand. 
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describing Israel's return to Yahweh and his acceptance 0£ her, 
2~9.i&-1S.:!l-2a, 1~.• With slight exceptions the material is poetical.t 

§ 2. The harlotry of Hosea's wife. 12-9• A man of sensitive 
temperament marries a young woman who later proves unfaithful 
to her marriage vows. The children born in infidelity are named 
Jezred, Un-loved, "No kin of mine" (lit. not-my-people). These 
names, like those of Isaiah's children, were significant. The 
woman, after some years, goes from bad to worse. The prophet 
( 1) is led to see in this a parallel with Israel's treatment of 
Yahweh ; and ( 2) through this domestic affliction is called to 
preach to his sinful countrymen. 

9. ,:ii] 6F.S5~ read as a substantive (i;i1) or inf. est. (i;ri); but • A. 
tlpx11 ~v l>.dl\>7rr<. - )ltvll"l::l] .S5 == -m·S;,. ;l)ffl:m; places pisqa after this, thus 
indicating it as an independent sentence; so 6, but .SF connect with what 
follows. Hi. regards the clause 'll"l::l ••• n1mn as a gloss (so Bach., Now.(?)). 
Oet. om. ))tvll"I ',N l"lll"l•,-c•Jm ,,',,] J;T ( Cod. Amiat.) inserts fac before these 
words. Bach. (Pr.) om, as a gloss on C'JUI n11111.-:iir] 6 iK1rop1Jfvovrra. 

= l"IJi ; so J;T. - 3. ,~] Omitted in some Mss. of I.Ieb. and 6, and in Arabic, 
but present in Ethiopic Franckfurter Bibel-Cod. (Bach. Pr.). -4. 1rn1,J 
6 'Iovoa.; :?:., e. 'Ivov.-rmSoo] Oet. and Now.2 sugg. that this is a con
fusion of ni::i7g and ;,?7'9'9, and would read n~~J?Q, -6. l~ ,011,,] .S5 inserts 
;,,:,, as subj, and reads ,', for 1',; so also in v.9• ·_:_ l"lon, N',] 6 o(JK ,;,x,,,µh>7; 
l:i absque misericordia, both pointing toward a ptcp. as orig. form; but 

.S5 has finite vb. Loft. sugg. n;r,,i:,i N',. -cl"I', N!t'N N!t'J ,:,] S treats ', as sign 
of acc., and renders NtvJ, carry away; l:i sed oblivione obfiviscar eoru1n 
(reading mdJ); 6 dl\X' I; tivr1ra.irrr6µ.evor tivr,rtifoµ.a., a.vro,r; W takes N!t'J 

as == forgive, Gr. would place this clause in v.7 after cn,N. Bach. would 
insert '1::1 ( = not that I should forgive) hefore ,,, its loss being occasioned by 
preceding SNirv•. Hal. inserts 11, == I will not pardon.-'1. Omit as a Juda
istic insertion (v,i.). Oet. would transpose to chap. 14. -9. c::h ;i,;iw NSJ 
Read c;:i,n',N i-tS (cf. 226 Zc. 88) (so 6 codd. 42, 44; Orig. IV. 618; We., Gr., 
Loft., Now., Oet,, Hal., Marti). 

2 a. In the beginning when Yahweh spoke] is the proper ren
dering of ;§Ill{[, and is favored by <!iS.SlJ; v.s. It refers to the 

• Cf. Halevy's arrangement, viz.: (1) the period of prostitution, 12-9; (2) the 
period of expiation, 31-4; (3) the period of reconciliation, J5 21-3; (4) interpretation 
of the foregoing history, (a) the prostitution, 24-7. 10; (b) the expiation, 211-15. 8. 9; 
(c) the reconciliation, 21~25. t Cf. AJSL, Vol. XVII. 1-15. 
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beginning of the prophet's work, which is, therefore, made syn
chronous with his marriage. It is unquestionably awkward, and 
many suggestior,s have been made to relieve this difficulty ; v.i. 
- With Hosea] Yahweh is here represented as speaking with the 
prophet, i.e. as entering into communication with him, the person 
who speaks being a superior being* (Nu. 122· 6 Zc. 1 9 11"-); rather 
than through or by ( 1 K. 2 2 28). - Yahweh said unto Hosea] The 
marriage which is commanded is a means of educating the prophet 
to an understanding of Yahweh's will. That Yahweh was actually 
speaking to him when his heart was led to take the step, later 
events testify. -Take to thee] Used by zeugma with a double 
object, viz. Gomer and the children, and denoting here, as else
where, marriage (cf. Gn. 419 62 1914 1 S. 2543 Ex. 2110 3416), and not 
concubinage.t-A wife of whoredoms] Not (1) one who was un
chaste, i.e. a harlot, at the time of marriage, t because (a) Hosea.. 
would scarcely have attributed such a command to Yahweh; 
(b) this would be inconsistent with the symbolical representation 
which makes Israel (and, therefore, the woman) at first faithful 
(Je. 2 2

}; (c) the ordinary word ~11 would better have been used. 
Nor ( 2) one who, like all Israelites of the day, was spiritually 
unclean, i.e. addicted to idolatry.§ But (3) one who, although 
chaste at the time of marriage, had in her a tendency to impurity 
which later manifested itself. II For a fuller summary of the dif
ferent interpretations v.i.-And children of whoredoms] Not 
( 1) children already born in adultery to the mother before 
marriage with the prophet; 1 because (a) as Gomer is the wife 
of whoredoms, the children to be named (vs.4

• &. 9) must be the 
children of whoredoms; (b) the symbolical interpretation points 
to children born in sin after the marriage;** nor (2) children 
who, like all Israelites, were guilty of idolatry ; tt nor (3) children, 
born to the prophet by his wife, who inherited from the mother 
this tendency toward lewdness ; t t but ( 4) children born to her 
after marriage and begotten by another than the prophet.** 

• Ew. t Thomas Aquinas, Schmidt, 
:t So most older commentaries, and recently, Volz," Die Ehegeschichte Hosea's,'' 

ZwTk. XLI. 32r-335. § New., Preiswerk, Sharpe, Riedel. 
11 So Geb., Mau., Ros., Rd., Che., We., WRS., Kue., GAS., Now., Da., Marti, et al, 
'II So Abarb., Grotius, Kurtz, Ke. ff So most recent comm. tt Hal. 
U Sanctius, Or. 
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A summary of the more important interpretations of the marriage of 
Hosea is here given. 

I. A vision, a transaction in a dream or trance, and never carried out in 
real life (so Maimonides, AE., Ki., Hng., Ke,, Wii., Tott., et al.). II. Closely 
allied to I., and, like it, based upon objection to a literal interpretation, is the 
view which makes it a parable, or allegory, or figurative mode of speech (so 
Rashi, Cal., Pareus, Crocius, De Wette, Schro., Hes., Hi., Sim., Bleek, Schm., 
Reuss, Ko., d al.). In defence of both the above as against a literal interpre
tation it is urged ( a) that to take it literally is a reflection upon the holiness 
of God, and imputes to Hosea conduct out of harmony with the character 
of a prophet ; ( b) that the woman in 31 is not the same as the wife in 
chap. r, and that Hosea should have made two such marriages is improbable; 
(c) that too much time was consumed by these events for Hosea ever to 
have used them as the basis of a striking appeal to the nation; (d) that 
prophets often represent themselves as being under command to do things 
which could not have been done (e.g. Ez. 42ff-); (e) that the chief emphasis 
in the whole narrative is on the symbolical names; (/) that the interpretation 
of the act is attached immediately to the command to perform the act, alto
gether after the fashion of vision and symbol rather than as in actual life; 
(g) that it would have been psychologically impossible for a man of Hosea's 
character to have received such a command from Yahweh. 

Against the preceding views, and in favor of a literal understanding of the 
narrative, it is urged (a) that what is morally and religiously objectionable 
in actual practice becomes no more defensible by being presented as vision or 
parable; ( b) that no indication is given by the prophet that this is vision or 
parable and not fact (but cf. Je. 2515 ff, Zc. u); (c) that the name Gomer 
bath Diblaim yields no symbolical significance; (d) that no symbolical 
meaning can be attached to the fact that the second child (v.6) is a girl 
rather than a boy; (e) that the literal view suits the realism of early proph
ecy better than the supposition that it is a product of literary imagination; 
(/) that prophets were accustomed to give symbolical names to real children 
( cf. Is. 73 83); and (g) that a real experience such as this furnishes the best 
explanation of Hosea's message, - it was the outcome of the sufferings of his 
own heart. 

III. Those who have maintained that a real marriage took place have 
differed widely among themselves. It has been held: ( 1) That Gomer was 
an acknowledged harlot ( a) who had already borne children (so Abarb., 
Grotius, Kurtz); or (b) who bore children to Hosea in lawful wedlock (so 
Bockel and Mau., interpreting 1S as showing that the children were Hosea's 
own); or (c) who bore, after her marriage, children whose parentage was 
uncertain (so Jer., Theodore!, Mere., Sanctius, Burkins, Dathe, Bauer, Ew., 
Hofmann ( Weissagung u. Erftillung, 205 ff.), Pu., Val., et al.). The chief 
arguments in support of this view are (a) that the marriage thereby becomes 
a direct, obvious sermon against Israel; (b) the extraordinary character of 
the act was for the express purpose of attract in~ attention ( cf, Ez. 129 11'-) 
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t.ncl. leading the people to question the prophet, and thus furnish him an 
opportunity to teach the lesson he desired; (c) if the act of J1 was a public 
one, as is generally maintained, why not also that of 12, since the form of the 
divine command is practically the same? (d) the divine purpose of the 
marriage becomes clear -viz. to open the eyes of the people to its sins 
against Yahweh. The interpretation of Umbreit is worthy of mention in 
this connection, viz. that Hosea, thinking of Yahweh as the husband of 
Israel, and of himself as Yahweh's representative to Israel, feels that he 
himself has contracted marriage with a harlot, since he by virtue of his 
prophetic calling sustains the same relation to Israel as Yahweh does, 
Against the view that Gomer was a public harlot are urged two objections 
which seem decisive: (a) that if this had been intended ;,Ji would have 
been used instead of C'l1ll r,rvt-t; (b) that it is contrary to the regular custom 
of Hosea and the prophets in general, who always represented Israel as pure 
at the time of her union with Yahweh. 

(2) AnothQr phase of this view is that spiritual fornication is meant here, 
Gomer being a worshipper of idols, like all the Israelites of Hosea's time (so 
New., Preiswerk, Sharpe, Riedel, Hal.). But if such were the case, Hosea's 
preaching and his use of his wife for illustrative purposes would have had 
little force with people who were all sinners like his wife and saw no evil 
in their conduct. 

(3) Some have held that Hosea took Gomer, the harlot, not as a full wife, 
but only as a concubine (so Thomas Aquinas, Schmidt). But this is even 
less acceptable than (I), 

(4) Another attempt to escape difficulty is the view that makes the wife and 
children virtuous and honorable, but says that Hosea called them adulterous 
for parabolic purposes (so Luther, Os.). However, this is out of keeping 
with his character, and might have brought upon him open ridicule abroad 
and misunderstanding at home. 

(5) Finally, it is held that the disposition toward adultery in Gomer did 
not manifest itself until after her marriage (so Geb., Ma., Ros., Eich., Stuck, 
Theiner, Hd., Schegg, Schlier, Che., We., WRS., Kue., GAS., Da., Marti, et al.). 
The advantages of this view are (a) that it accepts the narrative as being 
the simple recital of historical facts which it apparently is, while, at the same 
time, it does away with the moral difficulties involved in other views that do 
the same; (b) that it furnishes a reasonable basis for Hosea's evident love 
for his wife; (c) that it most easily explains the processes through which 
Hosea came to a realization of the mutual relationship of Yahweh and Israel; 
(d) that it is strongly supported by chap. 3, which describes Hosea as taking 
back his wife who had been dismissed on account of her adultery, which 
dismissal would not have been justifiable if Hosea had married her with full 
knowledge of her having been previously immoral. The objections that 
have been made to it (cf. Volz, ZwTh. XLI. 321-35; Da. DB. II. 422) 
are (a) the fact that it necessitates the supposition that Hosea, after an 
experience running through many years, looked back upon it all, and in• 

p 
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terpreted as a. direct call o:C Yahweh what was in a large measure due 
to his own natural impulses; (b) the fact that to take out of Hosea's 
life the number of years necessary for the occurrence of the events nar• 
rated here leaves comparatively little of his life to be spent in prophetic 
activity; (c) if we accept the view of We. (so WRS., Kue., GAS., Now.) 
that Hosea did not discover his wife's infidelity until after the birth of their 
first-born, it follows that his domestic experience had little to do with his 
conception of his mission, for he foretells the doom of Israel in the name 
of his first child, J ezreel ; ( d) however, whether he learned of his wife's 
faithlessness before the birth of Jezreel (so Che. in WRS. Proph. p. u2), or 
after that event, and before the birth of the other two, it is scarcely probable 
that he would have kept Gomer in his house and permitted her to go on in 
adultery; (e) the fact that the wife's infidelity did not develop until after the 
marriage would have been too important an item to have been completely 
ignored in the text ( cf. Marti's view that Gomer's infidelity was not discovered 
till after the birth of all three children); (f) it is no easier to think of 
Yahweh as commanding Hosea to marry a woman whom Yahweh knows 
to be about to break her marriage vows than it is to think of him as 
commanding Hosea to marry a recognized harlot; (g) the purpose of the 
marriage does not appear on this supposition ; it was not necessary to teach 
Hosea the idea of Yahweh as Israel's husband, for this was a common 
Semitic conception; nor could he have passed immediately from the thought 
of his own love for his wicked wife to that of Yahweh's love for Israel,
he must have had a special revelation of this thought, - hence the marriage 
was unnecessary; nor was it necessary in order to arouse the prophetic spirit 
in Hosea, for he could not have seen in his own experience an analogy to 
Yahweh's experience with Israel had he not previously had a prophet's 
realization of Israel's wickedness; nor is it sufficient to say that the mar• 
riage was to teach Hosea how deep was Yahweh's love and anguish and 
how base was Israel's ingratitude,-such sympathy could come only through 
clear insight into Israel's complete revolt from Yahweh in cult us and life; 
(h) while it is per se possible that the revelation contained in the marriage 
was limited to Hosea himself, the brevity of the representation and its close 
intermingling with the remaining utterances speak against it, as well as the 
fact that in such cases the mediating position of the prophet between Yahweh 
and Israel always appears. 

2 b. For the land goes a-whoring from after Yahweh] The 
land represents the individual inhabitants and is used in the 
narrower sense of Israel, excluding Judah.* The sense of 
the symbol is plain: (1) the prophet represents Yahweh ; 
( 2) Gomer who is married to the prophet, is Israel who is 

• Wii., Che., Now., et al. 
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married to Yahweh; (3) as Gomer after marriage goes astray, 
so Israel, after a period, goes a-whoring after other gods.-3. And 
took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim J Much fruitless effort has 
been spent in seeking a symbolical meaning for Gomer. This 
has been due to the fact that the prophet so interprets the 
names of the children, and because " Gomer " is not an ordinary 
name; e.g. (a) 11 consumption," and this with Diblaim = 11 cor
rupt mass of figs";• (b) "completeness" (cf. Jer. 'l'"ETEAEa

p.wq), with Diblaim = 11 cakes of figs, sensual pleasure "; t 
(c) destruction, ruin, t referring to the punishment coming; 
(d) coals;§ (e) marriageable maiden, daughter of wantonness, II 
Besides the interpretations of Bath Diblaim given above may be 
mentioned doppelgattige,Cf, m; which reads: "Go prophesy against 
the inhabitants of the city of idolatry, etc.," and "Gomer, daugh
ter of raisin-cakes," i.e. ardent worshipper of Baal.** Kimchi 
suggests that Gomer was a well-known harlot of the prophet's 
time. But no symbolical meaning attaches to the word, since 
the prophet gives none, although to the others he gives it, and 
since the emphasis rests upon the children rather than upon the 
mother. In this case Gomer is a historical person,tt and Diblaim 
may refer to her father, or to her home, bath having both usages; 
cf. Diblathaim, a city of Moab, Nu. 3i6 Je. 48'.fA.-And bore him 
a son] Some Mss. (v.s.) omit "him"; in any case, the context 
demands that the son be one born in sin, though recognized for 
the mother's sake. Any son born while Gomer is recognized as 
his wife will be his son.-4. Call Ms name Jezreel] Four points 
may be noted : ( 1) The name is symbolical and refers to the 
great battle-ground (cf. Ju. 413 ll". 633 ll". 7lff· 1 S. 291 ll"·) on which 
Jehu had massacred the family of Ahab (2 K. 91 10). In giving 
this name to the bastard son, he plainly characterizes Jehu's act as 
wicked and ruinous. This opinion, differing from that of 2 K. 1000, 

represents the opinion of Hosea and the moral reformers of his 
time, a century after the event. A century had given the prophets 
a better point of view. The cult of Jehu and his descendants was 
not one which the prophet of the period could endorse. ( 2) Per-

• Cal. § Ges., Mau. ff Riedel. 
t Crocius. II Hi. tt Geb., Ew., Sim., et al. 
1 m:. :Marek. Scblier. "ii Meier, cited by Sim. 
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haps, as Nowack suggests, the prophet had before him Elijah's 
prediction of the downfall of Ahab's home on account of Naboth's 
blood (1 K. 21wtr'). (3) The prophet does not yet know, ifwe 
may judge from the name of the son as compared with the name 
of the daughter (v.6), that his wife is faithless to him.* (4) From 
the words that follow : I will avenge the blood of Jezred upon 
the house of Jehu, and will cause the kingdom of Israel to cease] 
it appears that Hosea expected the end of Jehu's dynasty and the 
end of the kingdom to come at the same time. As a matter of fact 
about twenty-one years ( 743-722 B.c.) passed before the kingdom 
ceased to exist, and during this period six kings sat upon the 
throne. This is all the more interesting in view of the fact that the 
prophet himself lived for some time after the death of Zechariah, 
and might easily have changed this definite expression which 
was not fulfilled to one more nearly in accord with the facts ; 
which goes to show that neither the prophet nor his contem
poraries were accustomed to place emphasis upon the letter 
of prophetic speech. While, on the other hand, it is clear from 
history that with the fall of Jehu's dynasty the end in the 
larger sense had begun to show itself. - 5. The bow of Israel] 
i.e. power ( cf. Gn. 492

• J e. 4935 Jb. 29m). -In the valley of Jezreel] 
Jezreel was the scene of the slaughter of Ahab's family by Jehu; 
hence the valley of J ezreel is selected as the most fitting place 
for the infliction of vengeance for this deed. t- 6. And she 
bare a daughter] Now the prophet has discovered the unfaith
fulness of his wife, for he is instructed : CaU her name No-piry] 
Literally, She is not pin"ed or loved, an independent sentence 
used as a proper name ; the explanation follows : I wz'JJ no 
longer have pity (or love) for the house of Israel, that I should 
at all forgive them] Other renderings of the last clause are : 
( 1) but will utterly take them away; t ( 2) but I will take away 
from them (everything);§ (3) but I will completely forget them; I 
(4) but I will lift up my hand (in solemn oath) against them., 
Marti omits this clause. - 7. But I wz1l have piry upon the ltouse 

• So We., WRS., Kue., Now. ; but cf. Che. ( v.s.). 
t Meinhold, p. 64, treats v.6 as a later addition. 
t Hd., AV., et al. § Hng., Pu., et al. I 1", Scholz, et al. 'II Abarb. 
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of Judak J This verse is from a later hand • because ( r) it occa
sions an interruption in the description of the prophet's domestic 
history, and its connection with Yahweh and Israel ; ( 2) the 
phrase "Yahweh their God" does not occur in pre-Deuteronomic -
literature; (3) other verses relating to Judah are suspicious; 
(4) it reflects the deliverance of Judah in Sennacherib's time 
( 701 B.c.). - And will deliver them by Yahweh their God] The 
interpolator apparently forgets that he is representing Yahweh 
himself as speaking, and thus drops into the use of the third 
person.-And not •.• by bow, nor by sword, nor by equipment, 
nor by horses, nor by horsemen] This repudiation of all human 
help and this absolute confidence in Yahweh's ability and willing
ness to deliver his people in miraculous ways represent a charac
teristically late conception (cf. Ez. 391

•10 Jo. 2 32 J1'-17 Zc. 148«-).-
8. And she weaned • • • and bare a son J The period of time 
between the birth of the first child and that of the third would 
cover from six to eight years, since children were not weaned 
until they were two or three years old. t - Call his name No/
my-people, for ye are not my people and I am not your God] 
This expresses the complete estrangement existing between Israel 
and Yahweh, and Yahweh's purpose to leave Israel to its fate. 
This translation involves a slight change of text (v.s.) which seems 
to be demanded by the context. fflilt "I will not be to you" 
furnishes essentially the same thought. 

9. -,:,, r,~nn] Cstr. foll. by relative clause with relative omitted; two pos
sible constructions: (I) the beginning of that which Yahweh spoke, cf. Ps. 
816 Jb. 1821 (Ma., Mau., Sharpe); or (2) in the beginning when Yahweh 
spoke, cf. Gn. 11 = In the beginning when God created, etc., Ps. 45 9016; 
GK. 130d; H. 8, 2e; Ko. 385 k (Ew., Ke., Now.). Other constructions 
have been suggested: (I) to regard·, •n as in apposition with •c•J (v.1) 
= '41n the days of Jeroboam, etc., in the beginning when Yahweh spoke, 
etc."; but in this case we should expect a repetition of the prep. J with ·n 
and the omission of 1 before •c•J; (2) to take the phrase as the subject of 
the preceding verse," In the days of Jeroboam, etc. (was) the beginning of 

•So We.; Sta. Gesck. I. 577; Co. ZAW. VII. 285; Kue. Einl.: Gieseb. 
Bmr/Jge, 213; Schwally, ZAW. X. 227; Che, in WRS. Propk. p. xx.; Oort, 
TAT. XXIV. 345f.; Now., GAS., Gu., Seesemann, Meinhold, Marti; but c£ Ko, 
Einl. 309; Bohmer, ZwTk. XLV. 5. 

t Cf. ZDP V. IV. 65 ; Now. Arcn. I. I7I. 
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that, etc."; (3) to make n~nn the subj. of what follows, "the beginning 
which Yahweh spoke with Hosea was that Yahweh said to Hosea"; (4) to 
treat the clause 11·,::i ••• r,',nr, as a gloss, and, connecting vs,land 2, to read 
(_omitting 1), "In the days of Jeroboam, etc., Yahweh said to Hosea" (Hi.), 
Other readings have been suggested for iY1, viz. in OJ), inf. canst.; i;i1 

(6.s!,t!t); and also i;n as a noun, cf. 0~17 and Je, 518 (Mere., Hd.).-;rvm::i] 
On the following pisqa, or space, cf. Baer's note, p. 59; GK. 17e; and Weir, 
Hebr. Text, 94. This is one of the twenty-eight verses in which pisqa is 
inserted immediately after athnah.-1', np] For other cases of zeugma see 
#)6 Gn. 111 IS. 121b Je. 191 Ez. 69 (cf. Ko. Stil. 122 f.).-C•J1Jl T1tvM] On 
pl. in abstr. to express intensity, GK.124f.; H. 3, 2b; Ko. 261 d; Ew.8 179; 
on the use of annexion to express characteristic qualities, GK. 128 p; Ko. 335 a. 
-,,Jin mr] Intens. inf. abs.; the impf. (a fut. in 6 and l:T) is a freq. of the 
pres.; H. 21, 2; GK. 107 g. This word MJ! as distinguished from 'Jt-!J means 
to commit fornication, and is used almost wholly of the woman, either married 
or unmarried (used of man only in Nu. 251, with CIJ1M as subj.); while 'JIU means 
to commit adultery, and is used usually of the ma;;; always with another man's 
wife; sometimes of the woman (Lv. 2010 Ho. 413 f,, etc.).-•inNc] Lit.from 
after, cf. Dt. 74 2 S. 78 202 Is. 5913; frequent constr. for from going after, 
used of those who abandon a person or party whom they have before fol
lowed; Ko. 213 d.-3. c,S:i, n:i] On cstr. cf. Ko. 306m.-4. ~N;i11] God 
sows; cf. similar formations in ':>Nirv,, ':>Na,,, ':>Nptirv1 ; Lag. BN. 131. -•nipa1] 
, marks apod. after prec. protasis, t::ll'C ,,; ( cf. ,n,:iw,, v.5); GK. u2 oo 
and 143 d; Ko. 367p. - 1tii) On force of pl., Ko. 259c.-1i. n,n,J The 
familiar formula, GK. n2y; Dr.§ 121, Obs. 1; H. 25, 4. -',N;,ir, pc;,] The 
prop. name is used in this paragraph of the city, the plain, and the son of 
Hosea; for other examples of the plain, Jos. 1716 Ju. 633 ; cf. also Ho. 22• "· ..... 

6. icN'l] Eitherimpers. or with the subj. (Yahweh) to be supplied. -ntin"l N~] 
This has been taken as a Pu. ptcp. with D dropped, but the regular negative 
with the ptcp. is !'N; it is probably a pausal form of the pf. 3 sg. f. ( cf. Is. 5411 
Pr. 2813). On this use of the neg. in proper names, GK. 152, note I; 

Ko. 352p.- ,,; N~] = Lat. non jam, -cniN 'J'DlN] Verbal appos.; H. 36, 
2; GK. 120g. On the transl.piry or love, the Grk. transl. (v.s.) vary, 6 using 
for cniN, lXef/cra,1; Complut. d-ya.1rf/cra1 (cf. Paul, in Rom. 925). The word is 
used of the love of a father for his son (Ps. 10 318), and of God for man 
(Is. 3018). -'1ll KWJ ,,] •:i indicates result (Mau., Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Che., 
Now., GAS.; Ko., 395 b), and is not adversative (<!9t!tl:T, New., Hd.), while NIVl 
here= l1J1 NIVJ = take away guilt= forgive (Ko. 209 b). Cf. this usage with 
acc. in Ex. 3:z32 Ho. 148 Mi. 718, etc.; but also as here with 119 omitted and 
', of person, Gn. 1826 Nu. 1419 Is. 29 Ps. 998• -7. ·n, r,,;i-r,t,11] Emph. being 
suggested in contrast with 'IV' r,,:i (v.6). It is easy to see the origin of this 
gloss.-o,,,,i,N nm,:i] Cf. 127 Zc. rn12 Is. 2618 4511 Ps. 188J 44".-'m nrv;,:i] 
Note the arrangement of the five nouns: (1) by bow and by sword, (2) and 
by battle, (3) by horse and by horsemen; war includes all the others and 
is altogether superfluous in the list, ei!pecially in the middle of it. Now, 
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and Marti om. it ; Che, translates "equipment of war." Perhaps the thought 
is to be divided thus: "and I will not deliver them by bow nor by sword; 
nor in battle by horse nor by horsemen." In any case the rhythm demands 
that ncn,0:11 go with the two following instead of, as according to the 
accents, with the two preceding nouns, 

§ 3. The purchase of Gomer as a slave, and her retention 
''many days." J1-i;. The prophet was compelled by his love for 
Gomer, faithless as she was, to purchase her, out of the depths of 
infamy into which she had fallen, at the price of a slave. He does 
not, however, at once reestablish the old relationship; she is to 
be disciplined, to lead a life shut off from men, even from her 
husband. This period of seclusion will last " many days." The 
prophet is led to see in this also ( 1) a parallel of Yahweli's 
treatment of Israel ; and ( 2) this together with the first act of the 
domestic tragedy constitutes his call to preach, and furnishes him 
the fundamental factor in his preaching. 

The literary form of this section is distinctly poetic. In no portion of the 
book is the parallelism more marked, or more perfect. The first person i!i 
employed instead of the third, as in chap. I, There are three strophes of 6, 
6, and 5 lines, in which the trimeter movement prevails, The first (v.1) 

describes the faithlessness of both Gomer and Israel; the second (vs.2• 8) is 
devoted to Gomer, picturing her degradation and seclusion; the third (v,4) 

is devoted to Israel, picturing her degradation and seclusion, V,6 is a 
later addition ( v.i.) In this piece, which stands closely related with the 
contents of chap. I, both in form and thought, the artistic element is 
seen in (1) the distribution of the contents into the three strophes (v.s.); 
(2) the regularity of the rhythm (falling to a dimeter only once, in itlNl 

n,',N); (3) the parallelism; (4) the use of poetical phrases like ;,, n::mN 
1'1DNltl; (5) the use of rare and poetical words, like •v•&>N (v,l) and 1n', 
(v.2); (6) the use of the first person throughout; (7) the assonance prevail
ing in the closing lines of each strophe, viz. the recurrence of o•,.. in lines 
:S and 6 of strophe I ; of '":' in lines 4-6 of strophe 2; and of l'N in lines 3-5 
of strophe 3. 

1. ;,, n~m~J 6 &:yc:t1rw.:ra:v 1ro"'lp&. (= )''} n;!'.'.lil); so 55 (so also Hermann, 
SK. 1879, p. 515; the reading n;;i!:,N is adopted by Mich., Oort; Patter
son, Hebr, VII. 194; Gu.; Volz, Z~Th. XLI. 331; Oet., Marti); but 'A. 
1(YU.1r'I//J,ll"I/V T'f' 1rA'l/<1'lov; :i. vq,' erfpov ( = n'),1)1:!), Gr. 1'1¥").• Hal. tl•J,11 n~~N. 
Bach. (foll Benary) points f1~!)!:I = with tke love of a friend, and om. n!lNJll1 

as a gloss on 'lTT", suggesting that the whole. expression is a later correction 
made to offset the narrative of the prophet's relation to Gomer in chap. 1. 
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--eo• •JJ] Bab. Cod. 'It'' n•:i.-2. n,:iw,] 6 Ku.I lµ,11'/Jo,ua.µ.'IP (= :,-,7t!!}); 
so 55 (so also Hal.).-0,,)llt' 1n'i] 6 •ifJeX ot,ou (= ,~IP. ,:i).); so Syr.-Hex. 
55 om. the first c•,Jllt', Gr., foll 6, l" ,:ii (so We. (?),Oort,Em.).-•lt'•lt'lt 
D•JlJI] Gr.C•JDMl c,,ivw(?).-3. ,, •:iivn] '.19' expectabis me; so l:.1rpol1'lio• 
K'711'm µ.e. - lt''H'] (iAQ, a,opl Erlp<jl, - 1''M •JM-DJl] l:T sed et ego expectabt, 
te; 6.S om. CJ. We. inserts Ml:Jlt wS before 1''M (so Gr., Now., Oort, Em.; 
cf. AE. and Ki., who supplied it in thought). Linder (SK. 186o, pp. 739 f.; 
cf. Riedel, 12!:' N?) substitutes ':l~!:' for ,,,M, St. adds •lJ'H after •JM. Bach. 
inserts '!:! with some such voluntative as MHIJH implied. Oet. 17 •~~ D.ll, or 
'2tl •1~ DJ1, taking •JH as imv. of :'IJH, to sigh.. Read 1''M 'H'!:' DJl (cf. Marti); 
forth~ idiom ?M l'H, cf. Gn. 315.-4. ,It' J•Hl 1So l'M] Co. and Now. om. 
as gloss.-:i:i10] 6 1Ju11'<17.11'T1Jplou ( = n:in~); so .$'.19'. Other Greek versions, 
O"T'1A1Js.-c,o,m ,uiM J•M1] 6 ouoe lepu.Tlu.s oval cl,jXw,, which latter word 
represents c•111n elsewhere, e.g. DL 338 I S. 1441 (Gr.; cf. Che. Crit. .Bib.). 

"\ " ► V "'J' PY 

'A.. Ku.I 4KOOOVTOS a,: l,lJ6µ,a.ToS KO.I o,a. µ.oprf,wµ.a.Tw• j .$ hQ.511 ~ P1= 
~ ~{m=i; '.19' .2:., e. simply transliterate the Hebr.-6. 1,nll] 6 iKl1'T'1• 
IJ'oVTo.,; .2:. fru.,.brw,n; 55 ,~=--c•o•n n•,nMJ J l:T in novissimo dierum. 
V.6 as a whole comes from a later period (so Stark, ZA W. XI. 249; Co. 
ZA W. VII. 285, and Einl. 172; Oort, Volz, Now.; Marti, EB. 2122; but 
cf. Seesemann, 42 and Now.2); this appears from (1) the lack of anything 
in the narrative of Hosea and his wife to which the statement here might 
correspond. Hosea, clearly, did not take back his wife; he went only so far 
as to place her in seclusion. Not a word in the narrative points to her re
instatement in the family. (2) The tone and contents of this verse accord 
completely with those of 21-8, 9. iu, which for many reasons must be treated 
as of later origin (v.i.). (3) The language of the verse points to a later 
time: (a) ,n11 occurs only in Dt., Je., Ps., Pr., Jb., late parts of Is., and 
Mi. 717 (a late passage), where the usage here is exactly paralleled; 
(b) c•c•n n•inH occurs besides in Dt., Je., Ez., Dn., Is. 2 2 (Mi. 41) Gn. 491 

Nu. 24-U-the last two passages having been edited late (cf. Stark, ZA W. 
XI. 247ff.); (c) -'7c ,,,,,-the expectation of a Messianic king is of later 
origin, having its beginning with Isaiah; and the name David is not applied 
to him until the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Moreover, the full writing 
,,1, is late (this phrase is taken as an interpolation by We., Sta, G VI. I. 577, 
Gu., Val., Seesemann, Now. 2, Meinhold); (d) ~Iil, as applied to Yahweh, is 
found only in later writings, e.g. Je., Ne., Ps., Is. 40-66. 

m. 1. Once more go, love (this) woman] The ,ii, is thus to be 
taken with ,r,,• and not with .,~K", in contrast with "in the begin
ning" (12).t The "woman" is unquestionably the same woman, 

• So the accents, 111,,l;ll', Cal., Mere., Ma., Hi., Sim., Wii., Or., Che., Bach., Gu., 
We., Now., GAS., Marti. 

t Ew.(?) Umb.; Oort, TkT.XXlV,;155 (who shows that in the majority of cases 
,1)i' follows its verb) ; Gr. 
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Gomer, described in chap. 1, • because ( 1) she is later defined 
as an adulteress ; ( 2) she plays the part, in parallelism with 
Israel, represented by Gomer; (3) her, of and I buugkt her (v.2), 
refers to a particular woman, viz. the one described in v.1

; (4) if 
this is another woman, why is not some reference made to the 
fact? (5) the introduction of two women would entirely spoil the 
essential thought. The only considerations for supposing this a 
different woman t are ( 1) the lack of an article with :-nl,'K ; but 
v.i. ; ( 2) the lack of historical data concerning the treatment of 
the first wife, but, on any hypothesis, the account must be reek• 
oned meagre and defective; (3) the money of v.2 is the dowry, 
but this is, in itself, a wrong assumption ; v.i. In order to avoid 
the force of the evidence which chap. 3 furnishes for the prevailing 
interpretation, it has been argued that the chapter is from a later 
date, t because ( 1) in 1

2 and in chap. 2 the marriage relation is 
between Yahweh and the land, but in i between Yahweh and the 
SO#S ef Israel; Hosea might have learned to substitute Israel for 
/anti, but not sons ef Israel,- the latter involves such a weakening 
of the figure as is scarcely possible in the imagination of one man ; 
(2) in i the Israelites are said to have turned to II other gods," 
while elsewhere Hosea speaks only of images of Yahweh set up at 
local shrines which he never accredits with real existence as gods; 
(3) chap. 3 represents Hosea as arriving at the thought of Yah• 
weh's love for wicked Israel; if he had done so, this thought must 
have ruled his later utterances; but, on the contrary, no such 
thought appears; the opposite feeling is rather dominant (cf. 911l· 11 

13u); (4) chap. 3 is in reality an allegorical narrative which was 
added to the literal account of facts in chap. 1 at a later date. 
It is evident that, either intentionally or otherwise, something 
bas been omitted, viz. how Gomer came into the situation in 
which chap. 3 finds her. Did she abandon her husband? or, did 

• Oeb., Burkius, Stuck, Ew., Hd., Kurtz, Pu., Che., Paton (JBL. XV, 15), 
We., Gu., Now., GAS., Hal. 

t Schmidt, Bauer, Ma., Eich., New., Ke., Or., Seesemann, Marti. 
:t. So Volz, ZwTk. XLI. 321-5; ci also Marti, EB. 2123, note 2, and in his 

Dodekapropluton, who makes it a later addition intended as an allegory concerning 
Israel, chap. I having been taken as relating to Judah; in which case Hosea had 
two wives, one literal, viz. Gomer (= Juo.ah), one allegorical (chap. 3)= Israel; 
cf. Ez. 23, 
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he drive her from his house? - Beloved of a paramour and an 
adulteress] The first words are read loving evil (v.s.), a general 
term followed by one more specific (but see Nowack); loving a 
lover, i.e. one not her husband (v.s.), (cf. the use of •:i.:,ie in this 
verse); loved by her husband,* thus making her sin all the greater 
(cf. P':l Ct. 516, and the parallelism in the next member in which 
Yahweh's love for Israel is indicated); with the love of a friend, 
like, etc. (v.s.). The :illlli.n:: is, however, to be preferred,t and, if 
adopted, greatly intensifies the degradation into which the woman 
had fallen. The thought is, go love this woman, disgraced and 
fallen as she is. P':l means paramour also in Je. 31 La. 1

2
• t

As Yahweh loves the sons of Israel] This modifies the principal 
verb of the command : Love her, and in so doing you will only be 
doing what Yahweh does for Israel under similar circumstances, 
-Although they turn to other gods] Cf. 2 7· 12 r· 16 r.; these gods 
were the Canaanitish Baalim who were looked upon as the givers 
of the products of the soil. -And are lovers ef cakes of grapes J 
A clause parallel with the preceding, and describing, not the gods § 
(who were foreign and lovers of, etc.), but the Israelites, II who, in 
becoming lovers of raisin-cakes, are adopting the customs of the 
Canaanitish cult in their worship of Yahweh. While elsewhere 
(1 S. 25 18 2 S. 619) this phrase refers to an ordinary article of food, 
although in the latter case, doubtless, associated with a sacrificial 
feast, it is here used with some sarcasm, as one of" the Dionysiac 
features " of the worship of the gods 'if who were supposed to be the 
givers of the grapes. For the rendering flagons of wine, and 
the interpretation of it as a reference to ordinary debauchery,** 
there is no support. - 2. And so I bought her to me] This is the 
inexplicable point in the entire transaction. We may only guess 
why the purchase was necessary. There are three possibilities : 
( 1) she had been divorced, and was now the wife of another; 
but if this were the case, according to J e. J1!f. she could not have 
returned to her former husband even if the second had died ( cf. 

• Rashi, Cal., Schmidt, Bauer, Ma., Stuck, Ros., Ke. 
t AE., Os., Mere., Geb., Eich., Mau., Ew., Hd., Sim., St., We., Now. 
tChe. § Hi. 
II Ew., Hd., Sim., Pu., Ke., Schm., St., Or., Val., Gu., Now,, GAS., Marti. 
'II WRS. OTJO 434. ff AE., Ki., Cal, 
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Dt. 2414) ; perhaps, however, this law was not yet in existence 
in Hosea's times;* or (2) she had actually become the slave
concubine of some one, and the price paid is the price of a slave; 
or (3) the whole proceeding is exceptional, and a price is paid 
merely to prevent altercation with the man with whom she has 
been living.t In any case, to regard the money as the price 
paid for a slave t is easier than to understand that the prophet 
here describes : ( 1) the provision which he makes for a decent 
support until she shall be fully reinstated,§ or (2) the dowry 
which always goes with a marriage. II -For fifteen pieces of silver, 
and a homer of barley, and a lethek of barley] Five difficulties 
present themselves here: (1) the unknown word" lethek" (v.i.); 
(2) the absence of the preposition ::i (=price) from the words 
"homer" and "lethek" ; (3) the apparent uselessness of the repeti
tion of the word" barley"; (4) the lack of any explanation for the 
payment of this price partly in money and partly in grain; (5) the 
uncertainty as to the value of barley. The text is clearly suspi
cious. The piece of silver is, as usual, the shekel(= 75 cents(?)). 
A homer= 10 ephahs (cf. Ez. 4511

) = 30 seahs = 8 bushels. A 
seah of barley, according to 2 K. 718

, was worth one-half a shekel; 
but this was at the close of a siege. The "lethek" (v.i.) by tradi
tion = one-half of a homer. Accepting this traditional valuation 
of the "lethek," and rating the seah at one-third of a shekel, the 
price of the grain would be a second 15 shekels. The value 
of a slave (Ex. 2 1112) is 30 shekels, the sum here named. There is 
no good basis for (!i)'s bottle of wine (v.s.)., -3. Many days shalt 
thou sit still for me J Sitting still is intended to be the opposite kind 
of life to that which she has been pursuing ( cf. Is. 307 J e. 814). The 
designation is emphatic, but indefinite. The purpose of this quiet 
and secluded life is a moral discipline, which in the end will pre
pare her "for me," i.e. to resume her former position as wife. The 

• Now. t Che. t Hes., Ew., Hd., Or., We. 
§ Os., Geb., Po., Pu., Hux., Patterson (H,hr. VII. 220); cf. Cal., who makes the 

money a purchase price, and the grain provision for the wife. 
II Ma. (the woman being another than Gomer), Ros., Stuck, Theiner, Mau. 
'If As a curiosity of interpretation may be cited the view of AE. that the 15 pieces 

of silver= the 15 kings, beginning with Rehoboam, and counting the sons of Josiah 
as one, the -ion and 7n', being the chief priests of the kingdom of Judah who were 
in Jerusalem, 
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prophet adds three specifications to this general statement, which 
throw light upon this purpose : thou shall not play the harlot; thou 
shall not have a husband,· nor will I be to thee] This is climactic. 
The first specification goes without saying; but two others follow: 
she may not have another husband, a thing in itself entirely 
proper; and, stronger yet, her own husband will grant her no 
intercourse, she is restrained " from even the legitimate gratifi
cation of her natural instincts" (Cheyne) ; she must give up her 
licentious life; the proper conjugal life is denied her "many 
days." Literally, thou shall not be to a man (cf. Ru. 1lll Lv. 2212 

Nu. 3-01 Dt. 242, etc.), an ordinary expression for marriage. The 
third clause reads literally according to the present text, and 
also I unto you,· according to the text as amended, nor will I 
pe unto thee (i.e. as a husband). This has been treated in many 
ways (v.s.): (r) "And also I shall be so unto you," i.e. he, 
the prophet, will have no connection with any other woman ; • 
( 2) "And yet I am kind unto thee"; t (3) "And also I, even 
I, shall not be unto you" (v.s.), but the repetition of the pro
noun is not probable; (4) "And also I will go away from thee" 
(v.s.) ; (S) "And also I ••• not unto thee" (inserting \;,j$, v.s.); 
( 6) '' And also I will be against you " ; t ( 7) " And also I will 
not be unto thee, 11 the force of ici, being carried over from preced
ing clause;§ (8) "And also I will not come in unto you" (v.s.). 
,.,-4. For it is many days that the sons of Israel shall sit still] 
In other words, like Gomer, - like Israel ; i.e. Israel shall be 
put in seclusion, retention, until she shall have acquired a new 
spirit. As in the preceding case the time is indefinite ; the 
discipline consists in certain deprivations ; and as before, thel!e 
deprivations are distinctly designated in climactic order : _,.. 
(1) Without king and without prince] The king and prince 
represent the rulers of the state (cf. Ex. 316 2 S. 1911 1 K. si ao1 

Je. 2611, also Ho. i 810 1J1°, where king and prince occur to
gether). If they are here viewed as "lovers II with whom lsrael 
has been faithlessly dallying, the demands of the context will 
be satisfied; II and Hosea seems to regard them in 1• as guilty 
of injury to Israel. Others think this is too forced and prefer 

•Che., GAS. tEw. tWii. § Mau., Rew;s, U We.,Che, 
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to regard the words as a gloss (v.s.). (2) Wit/tout satn'fice and 
without pillar] For sacnjice Q9.%1J read "altar." The conse• 
crated pillar • was a stone erected as an abode or sanctuary for 
the Deity at any place where Deity had clearly manifested its 
presence and power. There were 'pillars' at Shechem a os. 2426

), 

Bethel (Gn. 28188), Gilead (Gn. 3146 tr-), Gilgal aos. 46), Mizpah 
(1 S. 7~, Gibeon (2 S. 208), En-rogel (1 K. 19). They were a 
common feature of Canaanitish, Phoenician, and Arabic worship, 
and in early times were in good repute among the Hebrews, 
being a regular accompaniment of every sanctuary ; but the later 
legislation prohibited them as idolatrous (Dt. 123 1622 Ex. 2324 

3418
). A part of Jehu's work as the champion of Yahweh was the 

destruction of the "pillars" of Baal (2 K. 1d.l6'"). Two of these 
sacred stones were discovered in 1900 by Professor George L. 
Robinson near the road up to the high place at Petra.t "Sacri• 
fice " and " pillar" make a pair representing worship, or the 
work of the priest. (3) Without ephod and teraphim] These 
represented means of discovery of the divine will and were used 
in worship. The ephod t was an image of the deity. This 
appears most plainly (1) from the account of the making of an 
ephod by Gideon au. giu'), for which 1700 shekels of gold were 
used, which was 'set up' (:i~t) in Ophra and became an object 
of worship: (2) from the statement that the sword of Goliath 
was hung behind the ephod at Nob (1 S. 219), showing that the 
ephod stood out from the wall and was not a garment hung on the 
wall ; (3) from its connection with teraphim and with graven and 
molten images au. qu 1814

· 17• 18· 00).§ The ephod was probably 

• Whitehouse in DB., art." Pillar"; We. Rtste arao. Heidentkums'l., tot, 171; 
Now. Arck. I. 91, 192, 261 f.; II. 15, 18 i; Benz. Arck. (Index) ; WRS. Snn. 
103 tf., 457; G. F. Moore, art." Massebah," EB. III.; Dozy, Die Jsraditen :u 
M,Ua; Kue. Rei. of lsr. I. 390-5; Von Gall, Altisraditis&lu Kultstliftm; Evans, 
M:,~miUtUI Tree and Pillar Cult. 

t See B W. XVII. 6-16; S. I. Curtiss, PEFQSt. 1900, pp. 350-5. 
1 Sellin, Britrdge, II. n5 ff.; Baudissin, Gesck. des alffest. Priestertums, 205 ff:; 

Dr. DB. art. "Ephod "; Now. Arch. II. 21 f., 92f., u8 ff.; Sm. Rei. {Index); 
Lotz, PRE.& V.402-6; Benz. Arch. (Index); Sta. GVI. I.466, 471; We. Pro. 130; 
Foote, Jokns Hopkins Univ. c;,.culars, XIX. No. 145, p. 40; G. F. Moore, J11dges, 
232, 38o ff., and art. "Ephod," EB. II.; Ko. Hauptprobleme, 59-63; Lag. Mil. IV. 
17; Marti, Rel. 29, IOI; Reuss, Gesck. d. heilig. Sckrift. §§ 102, 139. 

§ The phrase "to carry an ephod before me" in I S, 22B seems opposed to the 
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an image of wood or stone, covered with gold or other precious 
metal, - hence its name iilll~ ( cf. Ii'!!~~. Is. 3022

) ; cf. the use of 
the same word for the garment, or co~~ring, of the priest (Ex. 2s7 
1 S. 2 18). On the basis of this connection with the priestly ephod 
and of its relation to the sacred lot (1 S. 2J9tr. 307 11'-) it is argued 
with much force that the primitive ephod was not an image, but a 
loin-cloth, or apron, containing pockets from which the lot was 
drawn.* The sanctuaries at Dan Gu. 17 and 18) and at Nob 
(1 S. 219 236) are mentioned as having ephods. The terapkim 
were penates, images of ancestorst (cf. 1 S. 1913. 16 Gn. 3119•341:). 

That they had human form appears plainly from the story of 
Michal's ruse in substituting the teraphim for David her hus
band. This, added to the fact that they were consulted for 
oracles (Ez. 2 r21 Zc. 1 ozoy, are mentioned alongside of n~::.k:, 
and c•~i,,•:, (2 K. 2lt), and were common to both Aramaeans 
and Hebrews (Gn. 3119·3H), makes it probable that they were 
relics of ancestor worship. t If Schwally's proposal to connect 
the word with C'KD'i (=shades) be accepted, no doubt remains 
as to their original significance. They came to have a place 
at the sanctuaries along with the ephod. Are these things re
garded as ungodly and unauthorized; has the use of them been 
idolatry, parallel with Gamer's adultery; and are these the 
occasion of the captivity which is now predicted? Or, as mar
riage and conjugal intercourse (something under ordinary circum
stances proper enough) were denied to Gomer for a certain 
period as a punishment for her sins, are these something which 
under ordinary circumstances are proper enough, but which in 
this case are taken away from Israel in order to punish her? 
Or does the prophet's thought include both Yahweh-worship 
and idol-worship? That is: in the same manner as Hosea's 
wife is to be restrained from all intercourse, both lawful and 
unlawful, so Israel is to be cut off from all worship, both true 

idea of the ephod as an image of God; but the word 'lD~ does not appear in 
Qli:Band S:,. 

• So T. C. Foote, " The Ephod,'' JBL. XXI. 1-47. 
t Benz. Arch. 257,382; Now. Arch. I. 26o; II. 23; Sm. Rei. (Index); Reuss, 

Gerch. u. s. w. § 139. 
l So Sta. G VI. I. 467; Schwally, Leben nach dem Tode, 35 ff.; Che. 
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and false.* Much turns on the answer given to these questions. 
If the first is true, Hosea, looking at the case from the point of 
view of Judah, regards the Northern kings as usurpers, and the 
sacrifice and pillars as alien to the orthodox cult and as 
the source of Israel's difficulties. t If the second is true, he 
regards these things as legitimate and natural ; he enters no 
protest against them, just as he enters no protest against mar
riage ; but for this very reason, the deprivation is all the more 
severe, since it is to be a deprivation of what was legitimate 
and not of what was illegitimate. t In this case, as Weilhausen 
says, " It is not without a touch of scorn that Hosea here with 
an air of innocence enumerates ma99eba, ephod, and teraphim 
as something which will be sorrowfully dispensed with in exile." 
- 5. Afterward the sons of Israel shall return and seek ( or, again 
seek) Yahweh, their God.] V.5 is an addition (v.s., p. 216), and 
must be so interpreted; cf. 29• 17• A reader, living at a time when 
the period of seclusion is concluded, and realizing that Israel's 
return was the next step in the manifestation of the divine grace, 
adds the thought which makes more complete the wonderful state
ment in vs.1

-4. It is a picture of the very "last times." -And 
David their king] This, interpreted from the point of view of 
the Judaistic period, is not (1) merely a king of the Davidic 
dynasty, i.e. the dynasty itself ( cf. Am. 911) ; § but ( 2) the Mes
sianic king, II the second David, an idea which had its roots in 
Isaiah's time, and thenceforward developed (cf. Ez. 3423 3J2H· 
458· 9 Je. 309). -And they shall tremble before Yahweh and his 
goodness] The punishment inflicted will have been so terrible 
that ever afterward, Yahweh will be approached with awe and 

"'So Stuck, Mau., Ew., Hd., Sim., Pu., Ke., Wii., St.,et al. Cf. W.R. W. Gardner 
(A:JSL. XVIII. 178), who takes the three double expressions as a series of con
trasts, viz. the king, God's representative; the prince, Baal's representative; sacri,. 
jiu, God's offering; pillars, signs of Baal-worship; ephod, means by which God 
revealed himself; teraphim, means by which Baalim were consulted. In short the 
people were to be without God and his worship, but also without Baal and his 
worship. But the use of the ephod was as truly an act of superstition as was that 
of the terapbim. 

t So Ros., Reuss, Or., Sharpe, Now. t So We,, Che. 
§ Ma., Ros., Mau., Hi., Sim.; Duhm, Theol. 63; Che.; Di. Alttest, Tluol. 165; 

WRS. art. " Hosea.," in Encyc. Brit.: Or., Wii. 
U l!r, AE., Os., Geb., Lu., Stuck, Hd., Ke., Marti. 



trembling (cf. Ps. 1 r9181
); and not only Yahweh, but his goodncd 

(:m~), i.e. his blessing. -In the end of the days] Here, as in 
Is. 211 (Mi. 41) Dt. 400, and perhaps Je. 2J2°, characteristic of a 
post•exilic interpolation.* This great time, perhaps first sug
gested in Ezekiel's day, becomes in later prophetic thought the 
date when all that is wrong will be set right. 

1. i1y] Cf. ,, np i1v, Zc. u 16 ; for other cases of,,,. prec. a finite vb., er. 
Ps. 84• Jb. 2420 Ee. J16 129 Je. 29 (Oort, Th T. XXIV. 355). Cf, GK. 142 g-.
ne-N] The article is lacking acc. to a usage common in Arabic of which several 
cases are found in Hehr., called 'indeterminateness for the sake of ampli
fication'; here expressed by suds a wqman; cf. i;~, Is. 282; •iJ, Am. 61-'; 
GK. 125 ,; Reckendorf, Die syntaktisd,m Verh.iiltnisse des Arabisdeen, 163 f.; 
but cf. Ko. 293 d.-y, nJnNJ For construction, cf. Ko. 336". _,, nJnN, 
•Jrn.1] lnf. fem. with,, for subj. and •JJ-mt obj., GK. u5 f.; H. 29, 2,; K1i. 
229, and 232a. Barth (NB. I. 174 ff.), followed by BDB., retains pointing 
of flt~, and regards it as a ptcp. act., citing several similar cases in Hebrew. 
It cannot be denied that the renderings ordinarily adopted for rt;!~~ do not 
harmonize in para!. with this phrase; but cf, Bach.'s reading above.-D•Jll 01'11] 
Circ. clau&e = while they are, etc., or altkougk tkey are; GK. 141 e; Dr.§ 16o; 
H. 45, 1 /,; Ko. 362 p; an is also 1ubj. of •:inH, -a,,nH c,:'l',H] Cf. Ex. 2ol 
2311 Dt. 57 614 Jos. 2J10 :z4-2 Ju. 2 1:i JS. SS Je. 115 2Ch. 719,-,£'•1Z'N] The root is 

; ,_JS 

1'£"11, to found (cf. li""""f and Myr.aslulslzu,with same force). Thus it seems 
to mean "cakes ofpresud grapes." Here only is c•:iJJ) expressed; and here it 
is evidently an offering to the gods (cf. Je. 718). In 2S. 619 (= 1 Ch. 1@) it is 
spoken of as an article of food; so also in Ct. 26 where it seems to be regarded 
a& stimulating nourishment (cf. BDB., BSZ.; Ritter, Erdkunde, XV. 719, cited 
by Benz.Arel,, 92; Now. Arclz. I. 237; WRS. OTJC. Leet. XI. note 7; Che.; 
Riedel, pp. 15 f.). This meaning is questionable in Is. 167, where Thes. takes it 
as = foundations (so.$, Ki., Jarchi; but cf. De. on Is. 167 and Riedel, p. 15). 
Cf. Che. CB. c•;i~?Z ih!fl1·-2· ~'.)?!J}] Cf. 6 (v.s.); if from n,, dag. forte 
dirimens,GK.204; Ew.8 286.-'10,J Foruseofsg.,cf.H.15,3,rm.(d), For 
omission of ',piv, cf. Ko. 314k, and v. Ex. 2182 Nu. 718 Lv. 27sr .• -,n~] a,7,. 
The Mishnah tradition that this measure = l ib = l '1J?li is the only source of 
information concerning it (cf. Levy, NHWB. II. 531). The corresponding 
Syriac root seems to have no connection with this word (cf. Lag. Or. II. 32f.; 
Benz. Arck. 183; Now. Arch. I. 203).-i•SN] Cf. Ko. 319r and 352 u for 
explanation of construction here on the basis of ffli![;. -4. l'N] Circ. cl., cf, 
6, gen. abs. in this case; the repetition is intended to emphasize the monoto
nous emptiness which the sound of )'II itself represents. -c,1:1,n J On signifi
cance of pl. form, cf. Ko. 263 o. -6. ,,,,-nN] The full writing is found regu-

• So Stll.rk, ZA W. XI. si;52 ; Seesemann, 42; N ow,ll; cf. Meinhold, 
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1arly In 2c., Ch., Ezr., Ne.; also in Am, 65 911 (both late passages), Ez. 34118 

Ct. 44 1 K. 3B II4· 36 (these three verses are from Rd); cf. GK. 2, v. note 
2, where the full writing in the Minor Prophets is called a caprice of the 
Massoretes.-~~ 1,nn] Cf. Ko. 213a. 

§ 4. Israel's harlotry and her punishment therefor. 24-1• 

10-14. Ill (lSJ. 19 [English, 2z..o. B-12.13 (16), 11]. 

Let Israel put away her harlotry, lest I destroy her; for she ha!! 
sinned shamefully in entering into union with those whom she 
supposed to be the authors of her prosperity; and she has for
gotten that it was I who gave her all these things. But I will take 
away my corn and wine and wool and flax ; I will destroy her 
vines and fruit trees ; yea, I will cause all her gladness to cease ; 
I will punish her for her indulgence in unholy things. I will even 
cause these things to be forgotten. 

This is (1) independent of chaps. 1 and 3, which go to
gether; and (2) independent of the insertions from later times 
in vs.8• 9• 16· 17• 20-22• 2a-25• 1-a. There is no very close connection between 
this and chaps. 1 and 3. 

This piece may be treated as a literary unit (vs.n. 6. 12 being regarded as 
glosses; v.i.). Its thought is the simplest possible: Israel has played the 
harlot; she shall be punished. }'or the passages which have been inserted by 
later writers (four such insertions may be distinguished), v.i. It is made up 
of four strophes, 8, 9, 8, 9; and its movement is trimeter. This is almost 
perfect throughout. Strophe I (vs.4• 6): Plead with your mother to put away 
her sin, lest I destroy her. Strophe 2 (vs.1- 10) : She has sinned in seeking 
the Baalim from whom she imagined she received benefit, not knowing that 
it was I who bestowed upon her all her comforts. Strophe 3 (vs.11- 14): 

Therefore I will take back these things which I have given her, the evidences 
of her prosperity, her corn and wine, her vines and fig trees. Strophe 4 
(vs.13.18.19): I will cause all joy to cease and will punish her for these 
indulgences, and their very names shall be expunged and forgotten. In this 
treatment the following modifications of the present text have been made: 
( 1) 28- 9, 16. 17, 20-22, 23-25, 1-3 are taken as four distinct and independent utter
ances and treated separately (see pp. 236-248); (2) 2° (:w,1N ••• ,,), 

v.6, v.10 (~j)J~ l'Z'j)), v.12, v.14 ('J:"INO ,~ llriJ ituN) are glosses; (3) v.18 is treated 
as a gloss; (4) v.H is placed after v.n, leaving v.1a and vs.l.5•nd19 in close 
connection. These passages will be considered in their proper places. 

4. ,::i,, J ff icpl0'JIT€j 'A., :2:., a,iccio-ao-0e; '.B judicate; in all, judge, rather 
than plead; cf. $. - ,on,] 6 ical iiapw; so Ethiopic; 'A. a.rf,i/\frw. -

Q 



HOSEA 

M•Joo] 6 ilc 1rpot1.b1ro11 µov; so Ethiopic; = 'JOT.I (so a.lso Vol. a.nd Loft., 
regarding ffii!t's change to 3 p. as made on theological grounds).-li. ro] 
8 &rws llv, the opposite of ffii!t; b11t 'A., 2:., 0. µ,j1r0Te, -r,1o1:, ••. ,::i,r.i:,] 
Gr. and Hal.:, for :,.-1"11J'1ti>l] .$$ om,-11 15] }J' inviam.-'1. "li'ti>] 6 1r1bTci 

&rci p.01 KafJ,jKEI; similarly .$$; i!t •cm,o s,,.-10. 'Ul 'J0:,1] 6 And silver 
I have multiplied far her. This one, however, made (things) of silver and 
gold for the Baal; .$$ and silver and gold I multiplied to her, and from it they 
made Baal; similarly i!t. Bach, ~,i:iv for lti>j/, Oet., on basis of 6 and Syr,• 
Hex., l"IJ"1t')l,-11, ,,r.11] 6 TO. lµd.;,a µov.-mo:,S] 6 Toil µ11 KaM1rTe1v; 

T: IT "T V "" 

cf. Sievers, Now.2; }J' quae operiebant; .$$ J.m.=i...:,? ~~? ; Gr. r,11a1~r;i. -

12, •i•o] 'A, iK XEtpos avrijs,-14. l"IJ'1lH!'I] 6 O'VKcis,-rlll'lH] We,w:~ (so 
Bach., Now., Oet., Marti).-,;>'] 6 µcipTvp,ov = ,vS (Vol., Treitel).-
13. '1'1::lti>l"ll] 6 a1roO"Tplif,w ( = •i:,'::t,~r,). 6 pluralizes all nouns of this verse 
and inserts 1<a.l between each pair. except the first.-16, c:,, •.• "1ti>H] 

8 iv als ••• a.iiro,s; }J' quibus; .$$ refers c:,', to 't?:,-,1i:ipr,J Now, and 
Marti, ,c;i12r;i,-:,11,S:,, •• l'lt:irJ] 6 pl.-18. •H,pn] 8 adds,, after the first 
vb, and renders both verbs Kal\{,u,; so }J', vocabit. Oort (Em.), H"1p11.

''Jl::i] 6 {Jo.al\,£µ; l:J' Baali, both treating it as a proper name; 'A. fxw11 µe. 
Marti, foll. 6 and Duhm, c•S;,:iS ,1;, H,pn HS1 ;,,w,H, w,pl'l. -19, ,,,r] 
Gr, ~,'PJ~ (so Loft.),- mew] $5 \g. - ooiv::i] ~ has 'sg.' suff.' · Hal. om. this 
phrase.-l'l•.cc] Gr. Cl'l•.Dll, 

II. 4. Stn've with your mother, strive] Yahweh is represented 
as addressing the individual Israelites• (this is better than 
to understand merely the faithful Israelites t). The mother 
with whom they are to strive is the nation Israel as a whole. 
The repetition of the imperative gives intensity; cf. ,~r,, ,~r,,, 
Is. 401• It is with the mother, viz. Israel herself, that complaint 
must be made, not with Yahweh. - For she is not my wife, and 
I am not her husband. J This is not ( r) the word of judgment 
pronounced, •~ being = cln; t nor ( 2) is it merely a paren
thetical phrase inserted by the original writer by way of ex
planation;§ but rather (3) a gloss; II because it interrupts the 
connection between ,~,., and -,or,,, and because, as a matter of 
fact, Hosea does not dissolve all relation to his wife nor repre
sent Yahweh as wholly abandoning Israel.- That she put away 
her whoredoms from her face] A clause depending closely upon 

• So Cal,, Grotius, Schmidt, Dathe, Bauer, Bockel, Mau., Hes., Ros., Hi., Si~ 
Ke., We, t Hux., Sharpe, t Geb., Ma., Ros. 

§ Bauer, Boeke], Ew., Hd., Sim., Wu., Che. 
U Volz, Now.; Marti om. only the latter half; Now.2 retains both clauses. 
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'Q.., ; this is the message which the children are asked to convey 
to the mother, because it is the mother's " whoredoms " that 
have brought shame and disgrace upon the children. Note
worthy is @ and I will take away her, etc., i.e. by carrying her 
into captivity.* From her face,t rather than from before her, t 
the former contrasting better with breasts of the following clause 
(cf. Hor. Odes, I. 19, ls. 7, 8).-And her adulteries from between 
her breasts] A strong parallel for the preceding, breasts here 
standing for shamelessness, while face there indicated obstinacy.§ 
Cf. also Kimchi, who makes the breasts= the law, written and 
oral ; Crocius, who makes face and breasts mean open and 
secret sins, i.e. the life and the heart; Hitzig, who, following 
Kimchi and Abarbanel, understands whoredoms as the paint upon 
the face, and adulteries as the ornaments which hung down upon 
the breasts (cf. v.15

).- 5. Lest I stnp her naked] Cf. Ez. 1639• 

In five successive and climactic phrases there is pictured the 
punishment which awaits the adulteress, Israel. It is still Yahweh 
who speaks. The representation is at first true to the figure, and 
speaks of Israel as a woman ; but almost imperceptibly it passes 
over in the latter part to the thought of the land. Stripping 
naked the adulteress was the custom of other nations ( e.g. among 
the Germans II). According to Lv. 2010 and Dt. 2222 as interpreted 
by the Talmud, she was to die by strangling; but Ez. 1639· 

40 
( cf. 

John 85
) refers to death by stoning. -And set her as in the 

day of her birth] When Israel's history as a nation began, 
whether we date it from the time of the Egyptian bondage,, or 
from the time of her becoming independent (cf. Ex. 918.2¼),** 
or from the time of the exodus, tt she was a nomadic people 
without house, or possession of any kind. This former low and 
hard condition will be hers again. -And make her as the wt'lder
ness] But now the writer identifies the nation and the land. 
Israel, i.e. her land, is to become a wilderness. tt This is better 

• Theophylactus; see Wahrendorf, ln T!uophylacti .i, .. MTo•~• etc., supu inilium 
cap. ll. Hoseae, etc. (1702), p. II, 

t Schmidt, Backel, Ros., Theiner, Mau., Hng., Hes., Hd., Ke,, Or., Che., Now, 
! Dathe, New, § Che. II Tac. Germ.§§ 18, 19. 
'If Ki., Ke,, Wu. ff Sim., Now, tt Cal., Hi. 
tt So Eich,, Theiner, Hes., Hi, Sim., Che,, We,, Now.; See&emann, p. '?fl· 
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than to read it as in the wilderness,* or to interpret the suffix 
directly of the nation, thus made desolate. t-And set her as 
dry land] A poetic parallel of the former clause, but stronger, 
since the wilderness was not always a desert. -And slay her 
with thirst] He still speaks of the land (cf. Ez. 1913 Koran 
30 : 18). One finds important material for .consideration in 
this verse with its splendid climactic arrangement, with its 
beautiful and natural blending of two ideas, land and people, 
which were really one, with its representation of Israel's future, 
so distinctly different from that of v.16 in this same chapter. -
6. And upon her children I will have no mercy, because they are 
the children of whoredom] This ( 1) is merely a repetition of 
1 6 and 1 2 ; ( 2) interrupts the very close connection between 
vs.5 and 7 (v.i.); (3) may not itself be treated as preceding v.7 ; 

(4) is inconsistent with the strophic structure. It is a gloss. t 
A reader, seeing (v.5) that the land had been laid waste, added, 
for the sake of completeness and in language already at hand, 
a statement concerning the people of the land, the Israelites. 
- 7. For their mother has become a harlot] The change of 
person from C!:l~K~ (v.4) is not unusual. This is the reason for 
the dire punishment threatened in v.5• Of what now has Israel 
really been guilty? Not of worshipping the Baalim as gods 
who existed in opposition to, or alongside of, Yahweh, as the 
givers of the blessings of field and flock ; § but rather of having 
put Yahweh in the place of the Baalim and having retained as 
an essential element of the worship of Yahweh the rites formerly 
carried on as a part of the cultus of the Baalim. They do wor
ship Yahweh as the source of these material blessings, but they 
have corrupted his worship with so much that pertains in reality 
to the cultus of the Baalim, that they might as well be worshipping 
the latter. II -She that conceived them has behaved shamefully] 
For this idea of acting shamefully, cf. Pr. 124 172.-For she said, 

• So Jarchi, Boeke!, Stuck. 
t So e.g. Cal., Os., Mere., Schmidt, Geb., Dathe, Bauer, Ma., Ros., Sehrt!,, 

New., Hng., Ew., Hd., Pu., Ke., Wii. 
t So Volz, Now.; but cf. Marti, who om. only o, and Now.II, where the cntiro 

verse is retained. 
t Bcickel, Or., Che., Val., Gu., Seesemann. I[ We., Now. 
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I will go after my lovers] Israel's paramours were not the peoples 
round about,* nor the gods of these people ;t but the Baalim t 
whose cult had completely corrupted the more pure Sinai-cult 
which had been Israel's in the early days. - Who give me my 
bread and my water, my wool and my flax, my oil and my drt'nk] 
Three couplets, of which the first, bread and water, describes nour
ishment; the second, wool and flax, clothing; the third, ot1 and 
dn'nk, satisfaction and happiness. It is the gods of the land that 
give these, hence they must be followed after. The word for my 
drink does not mean "strong drinks," § or artificial drinks in gen
eral; II but, although rare, has the meaning of drink in general, as 
in Ps. 1029 ; cf. its figurative meaning in Pr. 38, the only other 
occurrence of the word. In view of the reference to water in con
nection with bread, and the frequent use elsewhere of the phrase 
oil and wine, drink may be taken here as = wine. -10. For she 
has not understood that it was I who gave her the corn, etc.] This 
verse fits so closely to v.7 that one can scarcely see how a separation 
ever arose. It is not to be taken as an interrogative sentence,1 
but as a declarative sentence, continuing the thought of v.7.** 
Corn, wine, and oil represented the wealth of Palestine (Dt. 713 

u 1', etc.). -And multiplied her silver and gold] Did Israel's 
silver and gold form part of the country's mineral resources ? 
Or did they come from the sale of the country's products, such 
as those just mentioned? The knowledge we have of ancient 
mining points to the latter, since in Syria proper there were no 
mines for gold. The gold came from Spain, India, Arabia, and 
perhaps South Africa. Silver was mined in Spain and in Upper 
Egypt. The single passage in the 0. T. which refers to mining 
of any kind (Jb. 28) must have been written by one who had 
seen mines operated in other lands.tt However, gold and silver 
were used as media of trade in Palestine in the earliest times, as 
appears from references to them in the Tel-el-Amarna letters; H 

• l!r, Jer., Rashi, Ki., Ma., Grotius, Ros. t Bauer. 
! B5ckel, We., Che., Or., Val., Gu., Now., Marti. 
§ Ki., Schmidt, Ros., Stuck, New., Ke., Wii., Che., et al. II Mau., Hi., Hd. 
'll Ew., We. *" Volz, Now., Marti. 
tt See Hull," Mines, Mining," in DB.; cf. art." Mines," EB. 111. 
!! Letter 191, 1. 10; 192, Reverse, I. 7; 239, l. 50 f.; 265, I. 12; 280, l. 8. 
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and it was probably in exchange for the products of the land 
that gold and siver came to Palestine in Hosea's time. That 
there was much gold in Palestine is seen from the Black Obelisk 
of Shalmaneser, "The tribute of Jehu, son of Omri, silver, gold; 
basins of gold, bowls of gold, cups of gold, buckets of gold, lead, 
etc." Sennacherib also (Taylor Cylinder, col. III. 34 ff.) says 
of Hezekiah, "Along with thirteen talents of gold and eight 
hundred talents of silver I made him bring after me precious 
stones, etc." - Which they have used for the Baal] This has 
been taken to mean the overlaying of images with silver and 
gold ( cf. Is. 3022

) ; • ( 2) the golden calves established by J ero
boam I., the clause in this case limiting only the preceding word 
"gold" ;t (3) molten images of the calf, found in the various 
high places; (4) gold offered to Baal. t But in any case these 
words are a gloss as is shown by their loose connection ( c£ the 
absence of the relative pronoun) ; by the use of the article with 
the singular of ',l)!l ; by the 3d plural of the verb instead of 
the 3d feminine singular as in the preceding clause ; and by 
their departure from the thought of the context which is con
cerned with Yahweh's actions rather than with those of Israel.§ 
-11. Therefore I will take back again] Cf. Gn. 2618 2 K. 218 

241 Je. 18', in which as here !lilt' denotes II "not merely the 
repetition of the same action, but also repeated occupation with 
the same object, though along a different line." -My corn in 
its time, and my wine in its season] The harvest season was 
not uniform throughout Palestine on account of the varying 
climatic conditions of the land; but in general it began with 
the barley-harvest ( 2 S. 21 9) early in April, and lasted about 
seven weeks (Dt. 169). The beginning was marked by the 
Feast of Ma~~oth and the close by the Feast of lngathering. 
The gathering of grapes for eating began as early as June in 
some regions, but the vintage proper began in September and 
continued on into October. The vintage festival was the Feast 
of Booths.1-And I will rescue my wool and my flax] These 

* Hd. t Hi., Or., Che. l New., Hng. 
§ So We., Now.; Marti om. also and gold; but, per contra v. GAS. II Sim. 
'II Now. Arch. I. 231, 236; Benz. Ar.A, 209, 212; Paterson, DB. I. 49f.; 

Hogg, EB, I. 76. 
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gifts had hitherto been put to wrong uses and ascribed to wrong 
sources·. By withdrawing them Yahweh would not only chastise 
Israel, but also teach her to recognize him as the bestower of 
these blessings. - Given to cover her nakedness] Cf. Ez. 168• -

12. And now I will uncover her shame] i.e., and consequently, 
cf. 57 

10
8 Am. 67 ; but this is only another form of expressing the 

thought of v.llb, and interrupts seriously the consecution of vs.m 
aod 13

• The en tire verse is to be taken as a gloss. - Jn the presence 
of her lovers] These must be the Baalim, whose actual existence 
seems to. be taken for granted by the interpolator; cf. Ps. 964.* 
-And none shall deliver her out of my hand] Israel's lovers, the 
false gods, must stand by and look upon her reproach without 
being able to render help of any kind. -14. And I will lay waste 
her vines and her jig trees] Cf. Jo. 17• Here, as frequently, the vine 
and fig tree stand for the greatest blessings of God (Jo. 2 22 1 K. 425 

Zc. J1°). Wool, flax, vine, and fig tree are representative of all the 
products of the earth and their removal signifies general destitution. 
- Of which she has said, these are my rewards, which my lovers 
have given me] i.e. the hire of the prostitute ( cf. 91 Gn. 3817). -

And I will make them a thicket] Another representation of desola
tion (cf. Is. 56 72:1 3213 Mi. J1"2), .,!l, being here, however, not the dig
nified and stately forest (as in Is. 72 

10
18 Dt. 1i Je. 4623 Ps. 9612), 

but the inaccessible brushwood (so also in 1 S. 1425· 26 Is. 2118 

Je. 2618).-And the beasts of the field shall eat them] t'.e. the 
wild beasts of the open country. -13. And I will also cause to 
cease all her mirth, her feasts] This verse should follow t v.14 

instead of preceding it, as in :!JtilQC:. The cessation of mirth 
and feasting is the climax, and not only logically but chrono
logically follows the desolation of the vine and the fig tree. 
Lit. make to rest; used in Ps. 469 of war, Pr. 1818 of strife, Is. 1610 

of shouting. In the earlier times joy and mirth were the most 
marked characteristics of sacrifice and feasts (Ex. 32H Ju. 21 19 ir. 

1 S. 1 3· 7· 13 ff·).-Her mirth, her feasts] i.e. the mirth of her 
feasts. The feasts were either the three annual feasts mentioned 
in Ex. 2J14-17 ( cf. Is. 93 291), t or the great harvest festival of 

• Cf. Marti, who retains the verse as a whole, but treats this clause as an inter• 
polation, t So Volz, Now., Hal. t Wi.i., Che., et al. 
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which mirth was so conspicuous a feature ( cf. Ju. :H19 1 K. 81 

1232). • This is the only one of the three great feasts which 
is named in the historical books. For a similar threat see 
Am. 810• - Her new moon, and her sabbaths and her festal as
semblies] The festival in connection with the first appearance 
of the new moon probably dates back to a very early period 
in Israel's history,t as appears from the fact that it and the 
passover are the only feasts having no connection in origin and 
significance with agriculture, and that it seems to have been an 
occasion for clan reunions and sacrifices ( r S. 20• ff'-). It was 
also regarded as a fitting occasion for visiting the prophets 
( 2 K. 4 23). The ordinary occupations of life were suspended 
on this day as also on the Sabbaths (Am. 85

). There seems 
to have been connected with its celebration a large amount 
of superstition and corruption which was objectionable to the 
prophets, for Isaiah also threatens Israel with its removal (2lllf), 
while JE and Deuteronomy completely ignore it. However, 
later legislation incorporated it in the regular sacrificial system 
(Ez. 461-7 Nu. 28IIJF. 295 1 Ch. 2J81 2 Ch. 2', etc.). t The Sab
bath§ is often mentioned alongside of the new moon (Am. 86 

Is. 1 18 2 K. 428 Ez. 463), and seems to have been closely con
nected with it originally, the new moon being observed on the 
first day of the month, and the Sabbath probably on every 
seventh day after. In course of time, however, the Sabbath 
came to have more importance than the new moon, and its 
recurrence on every seventh day became independent of any 
relation to the new moon. The Sabbath was originally a day 
of sacrifice and of propitiation of the deity, as appears from 

* Now.; cf. We. Pro!. 94f.; Now. Arck. II. 15of.; Benz. Arck. 468. 
t This early origin is made certain if o,':,+.,;i (Ju. 927) be derived from ':,':,:,, to 

skine, and thus connected with the Arabic killll = new moon. Thus the general 
word for feast would originally have been used only of the new moon feast. So 
Sprenger, Leben u. Lekre d. Mo}jammads, III. 527; Lag. Orientalia, II. I9f.; 
Now. Arclz. II. 138f. 

! Now. Arck. II. 138ff.; Benz. Arck.464f.; and art. "New Moon," EB. III.; 
Abrahams, "New Moon," DB. III. 

~ See especially Jastrow, "The Original Character of the Hebrew Sabbath," 
A:JT. II. 312-352; cf. also We. Pro/. n2-n6; Now. Arel,. II. I40-r44 ; Benz. 
Arch. 202, 465 f.; Harding, DB. I. 859 ; and other literature cited in my Const. 
Studies in fke Priestly Element tn the 0, T. (1902), u4 ff. 
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the regulations controlling corresponding days in Babylonia, and 
from 0. T. references to it in earlier days as a day of religious 
observances (1 K. 423 Is. 1 18 Ez. 46rn"), a day when trade ceased 
(Am. 85

), and when the manna was withheld (Ex. 1626
), and the 

day upon which the show bread was renewed ( 1 Ch. 932). The 
rest from ordinary labors which was a consequence of this effort 
to propitiate deity came to be in later days the most conspicu
ous feature of Sabbath observance. Two traditions exist in the 
0. T. concerning the origin of the day: Ex. 2011 traces it back 
to God's resting after his creative work ( cf. Gn. 2 2

), while Dt. 516 

makes it a memorial of the Exodus. Festal assemblies• is a 
term used to designate a sacred season or feast ; literally it is 
an appointed time or place. It is a broader term than JM, which 
is properly applied only to feasts involving pilgrimages. It is 
thus used of the Sabbath (Lv. 2J2f·), the Passover (Lv. 2J4r'), 
the New Moon (Ps. 10419

), the Year of Release (Dt. 3110
), the 

Day of Atonement (Lv. 2327), the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
(Lv. 236), and the Feast of Booths (Dt. 3110 Ho. 129). In Gn. 1

14 

this word is used probably of the sacred seasons as determined 
by the moon's changes, rather than of the seasons of the year. 
In Ho. 95 it is used in a general sense in parallelism with .feast of 
Yahweh. Thus in the terms" feasts," "new moons,"" Sabbaths," 
and "festal assemblies," the prophet has included every variety oi 
sacred feasts; they are all to be brought to an end. -15. And 1 
will visit upon her the days o.f the Baalim] i.e. I will punish her 
on account of the days, etc. The days of the Baalim is an 
expression referring especially to the festivals just enumerated 
and in general to the whole period during which corrupt Yahweh
worship had prevailed, since the festivals and even the entire 
cultus, though nominally carried on in honor of Yahweh, were 
in reality, from the prophet's point of view, corrupt rites and 
sensual orgies devoted to the Baalim. t - In which she made 
offen"ng to them] For this interpretation of "l!Oi' v.i. (p. 235). 
-And decked herself with her earrings and her ;ewels] It was 
a common Semitic custom to don special attire for all festive 

• See EB. I. 346; BDB. 417 ; We. on Ho. 1210 ; Now. Arck. II. 155. Marti 
om. this word as a gloss. 

t Cf. We., Che., Marti. 
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and sacred occasions. The clothes worn in the performance of 
everyday duties must be either laid aside or thoroughly washed, 
lest they should defile the sanctuary; while clothes made holy 
by contact with holy things could not be worn afterwards in 
ordinary life, unless they were previously washed, since they would 
render holy, i.e. taboo, everything touched by them. Jewels, too, 
seem to have been a usual feature of the sacred dress ; the 
Syriac word for "earring" means "the holy thing," and the 
word for " pearls" in the dialect of South Arabia seems to 
denote the same idea. Moreover, jewels were common as amu
lets.* -And went after her lovers, and forgot me] The nature 
of their Yahweh-worship was such as to give them an entirely 
false idea of the character of Yahweh; under his name they 
were virtually doing homage to the Baalim. -18. And it shall be 
at that day J A very common form for introducing a gloss. The 
reasons for regarding this as a gloss t to v.19 are (1) the use of 
the terms Ishi and Baali, ( 2) the fact that it is in part a 
repetition of the thought of v.19

, (3) its metre differs from that 
of both preceding and following context, ( 4) it is superfluous 
in the strophic structure. - Thou shall call me Ishi] i.e. my 
husband ; this implies Israel's return to a proper understanding 
of her relation to Yahweh and of the kind of service acceptable 
to him, - a thought which lies beyond Hosea's outlook for his 
people. It gives the positive aspect of Israel's future conduct, 
which is represented only negatively in the next clause and in 
v.19.-And shalt call me no more Baali] i.e. my Baal; Hosea 
regularly uses the plural form Baalim when speaking of Canaan
itish elements in the Yahweh-worship; the singular occurs only 
here and in the gloss to v.10

• The two words Ishi and Baali 
express practically the same idea, but the use of the latter is 
condemned on account of its connection with the Baalim. -
19. And I will remove the names of the Baalim from her 
mouth] Cf. Zc. 1i. This verse connects closely with v.15. 
Whereas in the past Israel has devoted herself assiduously to 
the cultus of the Baalim, thus neglecting the proper worship 
of Yahweh, in the coming days Yahweh will utterly destroy all 

• WRS. Sem. 452 f.; Now. t So We., Volz, Now. 
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trace and memory of Baal worship. - And they snatl no more 
be mentioned by their names] Their names even shall be for
gotten. 

4. ,:i,-, • , • ,:i,-,J For other cases of epizeuxis, v. Is. 21 9 263 401 Je. 4 19 ; cf. 
Ko. Stil. 155 f. ~ :i,-, occurs in Gn. 3186 Ju. 632; '!.'! :i,-, in Ju. 21 22 Jb. 3313, 

etc.; more common are OJ) :i,-, (Gn. 2620 Jb. 93) and nN :i,., (Ju. 81 Je. 29). 

- N~] Instead of J'K in a noun clause with pronominal subject; cf. GK. 
152d; Ko. 352m.--,om] Impf. with l of purpose.-11•J1Jl] Now.'s ren
dering "nose-ring" is without philological or exegetical support, as is also his 
transl. of i"l'.01.DNl] by" necklace.'' These renderings imply an evil significance 
for nose-rings and necklaces, such as does not seem to have belonged to them. 
o•!l1.DNJ is a syn. of D'.DNJ (Je. 1327 Ez. 2343). For force of the pl., cf. Ko. 
26rd,.f.-6. ).D] Controlling fiveverbs.-i"IJl:l'W.DN] On form v. GK. 58i.-
01•,] On the force of, v. GK. u8u; Ko. 3r9 d,-y-,i,i,] Without article; 
cf. Ko. 299 /. -11•nom] On form v. GK. 72 w. - 6. o:,-,i,i] Seghol in pause, 
a Massoretic peculiarity; cf. '101:, DI. 3211 ; cf. GK. 52 n. -c•mr 'JJ] On 
use of JJ v. BDB., s.v. (8); GK: 1·28s.-7. nii,,::m] A pres. pf., GK. 106g; 
on formation from w:i, rather than ii,\:J v. GK. 78 b; BDB. p. 102. -10. N•n 
,:,JN ••. ] Strong contrast.- :i;in ••• '10'1] ,Vithout article, though preceding 
nouns have it.-Sv:i',1ii,v] Rel. clause with rel. particle omitted. On force of 
', cf. 84 Is. 4417• Hosea uses pl. 01',p:, except here and in 1J1. -11. :ili!'N 
,nnpS1] Cf. GK. 120 e; Ko. 369 q, r.-mo,',J A purpose clause depending 
upon the preceding nouns; cf. Gn. 2428 Mi. 51 ; Ko. 385 c. -12. nn~JJ] c!..X., 
meaning shamelessness, lewdness; stronger than the more common nS:i,, 
disgraceful folly. - 'l'l''] A less frequent idiom than 'J'J.IJ. -13. ,1Jn] This 
and foll. nouns are all collective singulars. - nn:iii,J On dag. f. in :, cf. 
Assyr. Sabattu; v. Barth, NB. § 15; Ko. II. i. pp. 180 f.-14. cv~;!'!] On 
form cf. GK. 59g. -15. c1Sv:in] On signif, of pl., cf. Ko. 264.f. Special 
names of Baalim are: l'l'"J~ Sv:i (Ju. 833 94), JIJ! ':J (2 K. 12f. 6. 16), ,1vp 'J 
(Nu. 253, 5), ,r:i (Jos, nl7 127 13°), JiOl!) ':J (Ju, 38 I Ch. 528), 1100 'J (Ct. 811), 
l'll1 'J (Ex. 142• 9 Nu, 3J7), -,Ill; 'J (2 S. 1323), Jl))J? •:, (Nu. 3288 I Ch. 5s Ez, 259), 

D'r;'l' 'J (2 s. 520 I Ch. 14ll), n~v 'J (2 K. 442), ,i;ii;, 'J (Ju. 2a88); cf • 
.,!;17 1'12J1~ (Jos. 198).--,,~pn] Impf. denoting customary action. "11:li', in pre
exilic literature, is used of the offering up of sacrifices in general; not until 
the times of Jeremiah and later is it applied to offerings of incense; these 
latter were probably among the foreign customs brought in by Manasseh 
(cf. Sta. ZA W. VI. 298 f.; Moore, art." Incense," EB.; Now. Arch.; Benz. 
Arch.; BSZ., s.v.). The vb. is used chiefly in Pi. and Hiph. and means "to 
cause smoke, or odor, to ascend"; cf. Assyr. lfutru = smoke. Now.'s change 
to the Pi'el form is unnecessary, since the Hiph. occurs in prel!xilic passages, 
e.g. 1 S. 216 1 K. 925 2 K. 1610• - ,vrn] Impf. cons. foll. an impf. of past 
time; but cf. Ko. 366g. - nn,Sn] d..X. from ;i~n, to adorn; '70 (Pr. 2512 Ct. 72) 

means a mc~/ace, and this fem. form coupled with C!J probably denotes some 
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specific neck or breast ornament, rather than jewellery in general.-•ri11] 
Emph., and in chiastic order with n•:ini,io.-18. ,1, •11,p11] 7 11,1, is the 
regular idiom for naming; cf. Gn. 16.-19. •:i 1,:,1,] For a similar use of 
!I i:,r, implying" longing after," cf. Je. i 6• 

§ 5. Later voices describing Israel's return to Yahweh. 
2 s. 9 2 1e. 11 2 20-22 2 23-25 2 H. [English, 26. 7 2 H.1s 2 1s--20 2 21-2a I10_21.J 

A. Israel, compelled to separate herself .from her wvers, returns 
to Yahweh; 2 8· 9• Israel finds herself cut off from her lovers by 
impassable barriers ; she searches for them, but they have disap
peared, together with the prosperity which she had associated 
with them ; she returns therefore to her former husband. 

This is a single strophe of six tetrameters, or two strophes, each of three 
tetrameters. The measure is rough and irregular. These verses do not come 
from Hosea himself (so Now., Volz; Oort, ThT. XXIV., 345 ff., regards 
vs.s--io as misplaced, and inserts them between 2 15 and zl6; Marti om. only 11&) 
because: (1) they break the otherwise close connection between vs.hndlO; 
(2) they do not harmonize with 33, since here a voluntary return of the 
woman is described while there she is held in forcible restraint; (3) they 
are rendered superfluous by 38 ; (4) they prematurely introduce the element 
of chastisement which comes in naturally in v.11 ; (5) the rhythm and 
strophic structure differ from those founil in the context. 

8. 1:iiiJ Read i'li';'! with 6 (so Oort, T!z T. and Em.; Gr., We., Loft., Gu., 
GAS., Oet., Marti, et al.: Bach., Alttest. Untersuc!z. I. II, reads n,:,ii; so also 
Now.; this is favored by .$i!r, Syr.-Hex., and the following n•m:i•ru).
,11,iJ1] ~ p10!lN1 = ,n,w (Seb.). - ":;'~; 11N] This pointing is supported 
by 0., Cod. Baby!., and Complut. (so Baer, Ginsburg, Loft., Now., GAS., Marti, 
et a!.). 6 Ta.s Mo,>s; 6AQ. add atl-riis; hence Oort, n,:,,,. 1T eam maceria: 
hence Gr. n·t:~ 1'11iN.- c,,,o:i] 6 ev 1TK6Aoy,,v.- 9. Nlcn] 8.$ and Syr.
Hex, = 0!!191;1 (so also Oet., Marti). 

8. There.fore] The later writer builds this insertion upon the 
thought of v.1 : Because now Israel has expected her food and 
clothing from her lovers, there.fore, - Behold, I am going to hedge 
up her way with thorns] As if Israel were a traveller and, as 
such, finds in the course of her journey a thorn-hedge directly in 
front of her, which proves to be impassable; cf. Jb. 323• "It is 
very common in the East to put thorns and the branches of thorn 
trees along the sides of fields by which sheep are driven to pas4 
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hue, so that they may not wander in." *-And build her a wall 
that she may not find her paths] If the path comes suddenly up 
to a wall, and she cannot proceed further, it is evident that the 
path beyond the wall cannot be found. This wall, as well as the 
thorn-hedge, represents circumstances and events which render 
continued action of any kind impracticable, " some dark calamity 
utterly paralyzing the vital powers." t- 9. And she will pursue 
her lovers and not overtake them] i.e. the blessings upon which 
she confidently counted as coming from the Baalim will fail her, 
and as a consequence she will no longer feel their " mystic pres
ence.'' :iti,, is intensive, and represents the pursuit as earnest 
and eager.- •.. Seek andnotfind them] For a similar use of 
lt'j,!l, cf. 56 2 Ch. II

16.-Let me go and return unto my former 
husband] This implies a feeling that in an earlier period there 
was something, at all events, different. This earlier religion stood 
out distinctly in contrast with the later religion which now included 
contaminating elements from the Canaanitish cults. It was this 
primitive, severe, and unimaginative religion which Elijah repre
sented, and which was still observed by such as Jonadab the 
Rechabite (J e. 355-1°) and his comrades. -For it was better with 
me then than now] An expression of opinion on the part of one 
who has seen in Israel's later history the facts which seem to him 
to prove this statement. It was not an idea that could have been 
clearly comprehended in Hosea's times. The reference is to 
Israel's earliest times, before she had become tangled up with 
Canaanitish civilization. t This is no genuine repentance (cf. 61-ll), 
but only a desire for change, because change is expected to bring 
relief ( cf. J e. 4417). 

8. m:i] i"IJ:-t presents a new thought and with pron. suf. and a ptcp. ex
presses the immediate future (Ko. 237 g; GK, 116 p); the pron. with the 
ptcp. = an object clause; Ko. 4rob.-1iv] Only here and 110; allied with 

Oc. 

1:ift' from which 1ft', thorn; cf. H.U, Assyr. sikkatu; also 1:ie1, 1Dl, 1\D (Fran-
kel, 90; D1. Pro/, 195 f.); literally to twine, here the twisting of thorns into 
a hedge.-0,,,c,) Cf. Na. 110 Is. 3418 Ee. 76; and with meaning of hooks, 
Am. 42.-:i,,, ,nii;] Her wall, i.e. a wall (for, i.e.) against her. This is a 

•W.R. W. Gardner, AJSL, XVIII. r77, 
l Cf, Now. Arck. I. ICJ4, 223,; II. 2. 

t Che. in /oc. 
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late word (Am. 911 also being an interpol.); cf. use of ·m with n"11! (Jb. 198); 
,.,, (La. 39). The suggestion of Gardner (AJSL. XVIII. 177) to retain ffl~, 
translating "and build a sheepfold" ( cf. Nu. 3216 3436), is not in harmony 
with the context which describes methods of discipline rather than means 
of protection. Note the cogn. acc. (again in Ez. 2280) and the chiastic 
arrangement of the last two clauses of v.S.-On i:l")JJ v. Baer, p. 6o.-
9. n;i,1',1io n:,~11] Cohortative = strong resolution, - I will go and I will re
turn, i.e; I will go back to; or better, Let me go back to. On the verbal 
appos., H. 36; GK. 12od.-nn;c Ut] The comp. IC after :,w foll. by adv. of 
time which represents a temporal clause, so that the prep. becomes in reality 
a conj.; cf. Ko. 3080. 

B. Israel, after a season of separation from her lovers, wt'll be 
restored to former Javor; 2

16
• 17• Israel is kindly and gently 

separated from her lovers, and, as in the coming out of Egypt, is 
guided to the wilderness for discipline; after this her possessions 
will be given back to her, and she will again be strong and fresh 
as in the days of her youth. 

This, like the former addition, consists of one strophe of six tetrameters. 
It differs from 28- 9 (1) in the different usage of m,,, cf, 'lf' (28) with ;iJ;, 

':Ill-I (216); (2) especially in the entirely different point of view, 28- D repre
senting Israel as forced away from her lovers, 2 16- 17 as enticed away; 28- 9 

representing the discipline as coming in one way, 216- 17 as coming in another. 
This piece is clearly late (so Volz, Now., Marti; cf. Now.'s later views, (1) in 
Die Zukunftshojfnungen Israels in der Assyr. Zeit (1902), p. 43, that these 
verses belong to a late utterance of Hosea; (2) in Now.2 (1903) that they 
are not from Hosea, and in any case belong in another connection) because 
of: ( 1) the different point of view taken from that in vs.11 ft; there the 
thought is that of punishment pure and simple, here it is tender-hearted 
t"hastisement with a view to repentance and reformation; there punishment 
only is in mind, here promises of blessing prevail; (2) the different repre• 
sentation here from that in v.6; there the land where Israel dwells is to 
become a barren waste; here Israel is to be driven from its land into the 
desert by Yahweh; (3) the thought of Israel's obedience to Yahweh in her 
youth (v.17), which does not agree with the representations of 111f. and 124; 

(4) the order of thought in v.17, which is characteristic of later days; Israel's 
return to Yahweh is here represented as due to Yahweh's generous bestowal 
of blessings which awaken gratitude, but if Hosea ever contemplated a return 
it must have been as a result of punitive discipline at the hands of Yahweh, 
blessings coming only after repentance; (5) late expressions; e.g." the valley 
of Achor" is mentioned in Is. 6510 ; the figure of allurement in the wilder
ness has parallels in Ez.; (6) the different rhythm and strophic structure 
from those employed in the genuine verses of the context. 
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16. pS] Gr. 1-'"'· -:i,n.co] 6 r>..a.Pw a.ur,jv. St. y•~-r:11:?• Buhl (ZA W. 
v. 179££.) ;,1;r;i;,7r,-;:iio:i] 6 wr lp11µ.ov. Gr, :i-,:i,r::m.-17. ,.,,o.,,] 6 ,-it, 

•T,jµ.a.Ta. a.iiTi]s; J:)" vinitores ejus ( = y'J?,lb); so t!!.- J"lN1 C!PD] Oet. and 
Marti, I'll! •J:1~\;'), Hal. n~ c•~~)· -:i1pn nnoSJ 6 01a.PO<!a.1 o-iii,eo-,v a.iiTi]r 
= :i~m;i i:,h97 (Oet.); J:)" ad aperiendam spem; ~ ~=-:a -.-bJ~?, vocal
izing OJ:,~? (Seb.) and following 6 in the rendering of mpn.-i11"lJl'] 6 Ta.re,. 
11WfJ1)0-era.1; so ~; J:)" cant!. Buhl and Marti, ni;7¥• 

16. Jnerefore] Not nevertheless, nor but,·• but as in v.8 con
.sequently, i.e. because she has gone away after her lovers,t v.11 

being thus fitted in by the later writer. Cf. Keil's attempt to co
ordinate the "therefore" of vs.8

· 11 "
nd16

• -Behold I am going lo 

allure her J From the first word, there is seen here in contrast 
with 2s. 9, as also with 211, the purpose to use kind words and gentle 
means by which to bring back erring Israel. She will be allured 
or wooed back. This meaning is assured by the parallel furnished 
in the following line, speak to her heart. The word :,n;:, does not 
necessarily have a bad meaning ( cf. ®, 71".\avw). Other explana
tions suggested are (I) I will loose her bonds Q e. 404) j t ( 2) l 
will put it into her head to return while she is yet in exile; § 

(3) I will cause her to err, II-And bring her into the wilderne.ss] 
The wilderness recalls the events which followed the exodus from 
Egypt. It has been taken ( r) as a place of hope as well as of 
affliction; 1 ( 2) as a place for deliverance, not for punishment.** 
It means the captivity which included the idea of the desert 
between Palestine and Babylon, and also the idea of sojourn in a 
foreign land, for this was in itself like living in a desert (Is. 41 11). 

Cf. Wellhausen, who seems to favor the idea suggested in 2~, that 
the writer does not have in mind a wilderness, but the waste con
dition of Palestine, a condition which will be changed. -And I 
will speak to her heart] £.e. speak kindly and encouragingly to her. 
-17. And I will give to her from there her vt'neyards] This 
means that out of the wilderness, when the purposes of discipline 
sought to be gained thereby have been secured, the vineyards 
which have been taken from her will be restored,tt a reference to 
the time when she leaves the desert. U With the present text the 

• Dathe, Ros., New., Hd. 
t Ew., Ke., Pu., Wii., Or., We., Now., GAS, 
tt Wil., Now,, Che., et !li. 

! So Buhl (v.s,), 
§ Ki. II SL 
!! Ma., Ke. 

,I Sim. 
"Ke. 
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interpretations ( 1) And there I will give to her, etc.,* (2) that the 
words are spoken ironically, because there are no vineyards in a 
wilderness,t (3) and I will make thereof her vineyards for her, t 
(4) vinekeepers (1J), are impossible; (5) the suggestion§ that "I 
will give to her " = the fuller expression " I will bring to her 
mind" has no parallel in usage; (6) the interpretation II of :-rr.ii:, 
as "her nourishment," on the basis of <!i and the Assyr. kurmu, 
kurmatu = nourishment, finds no support in Hebrew usage. -
And the valley of Achor for a door of hope] In contrast with the 
troubling of Israel which took place when Israel was first entering 
into the land ; Jos. 721;, 26• This valley is situated on the northern 
boundary of Judah (Jos. 151

) and probably ran back from Jericho 
into the hills of Judah (Jos. 724

) .,r It is praised as a valley of 
great fertility (ls. 6510). Its use here like that of wilderness (v.16) 
is large and free, designating by this historical reminiscence the 
second entrance of Israel into her own land. This entrance will 
be one through a door of hope, a promise of success.** Some 
understand that the valley of Achor is here mentioned because of 
its fertility; tt and others that this was a prediction of the exact 
way by which Israel was to return. There is no need for the emen
dations of Oettli and Halevy (v.s.), though they furnish a smoother 
connection, viz. "And I will make the valley of Achor, etc." -
And there she shall respond as in the days of her youth] Israel, 
once more, will now yield herself to Yahweh's will, make response 
to his advances, conform herself to his wishes; U cf. 2 19• 22• This 
is better than ( 1) she wilt sing, § § the reference being to antiphonal 
singing like that of Miriam (Ex. 156

· 21), for such singing here and 
in vs.21·23 would be out of place, (2) she wilt humble herself, 1111 or 
(3) she will go up thither,11 which certainly goes well with the :,7 

of :ir.i!t', but is not consistent with the identification of :,r.iw with 
Cllt'r.i, and anticipates the :,ni',i, of the following line. -And as in 
the day when she came up from the !and of Egypt] The memory 

• We. t Hi., We. t Sim. § Bach. II Hal. 
'If EB. I. 36; cf. Conder, "Achor," in DB. "'* So most comm. 
tt Cal., Ma., et al. 
:tt 'A., e., m:, Stuck, Hes., Hi., Ew., Ke., Che., We., GAS., Now. 
H '.IJ', AE., Ki., Cal., Grot., Ros., Man., Umb., AV., Wii. 
II )l Qi. l:. 'lf'lf Buhl ( v.s.). 
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of the exodus is one firmly fixed in the minds of the Hebrew 
nation; cf. 12~· 13 1J4 Am. 2

10 J1 97 Mi. 64 715 J e. 2
6 722· 'l5 nu 

16u 237, etc. 

16, :,,l"lllT.l] On the form, v. GK. 93 ss. :,r,I) is used chiefly of persuasion to 
evil, e.g. Dt. 1116 Ex. 221• Jb. 319 Pr. 110; it is employed to express Yahweh's 
influence upon prophets in Je. 207 Ez. 149• There is no need to change the 
text with St. and Buhl (v.s,); ;!MW is supported by the parallelism of the last 
clause of the verse. -"1::i,cn] Adv. ace, denoting the end of motion.- ,"1J', ':iv] 
The regular Hebr. idiom for cheering!y, comfortingly; cf. Gn. 348 5oll1 Ju. 199 

2 S. 198 Ru. 2 18 Is. 4oll. -17. ewe] Though literally local, i.e. from that place, 
it is in effect temporal, £.e. when she has reached that place I will give, etc. 
The proposal of Oet. and Hal. to read 'l"IT.llt'1 or C'lt'Ml (v.s.) relieves the 
difficulty of this phrase, but leaves the clause preceding too indefinite, and 
spoils the tetrameter of both clauses. -"11:lJ1] i.e. trouble; for an early 
etymological explanation of the name, v. Jos. 724ft', -:ioe-] The long form 
may have been used for the sake of euphony; note the three a-endings of 
this line. The force of the word is purely local. - ,r.i,:,] Lit. according to that 
which happened in the days of, i.e. as in the days of; on omission of J after ,, 
v. GK. 118 u; BDB. 455.-m"11)1J] Abstr. pl.; by formations of this kind are 
regularly denoted stages of life, e.g. C'l1pr, old age, c,',m::i maidenhood; cf, 
Barth, NB. 55 e. 

C. Israel rescued from all harm, and remarn'ed to Yahweh; 
220-22• A new ordinance is established that beasts and men shall 
do Israel no harm; and again shall Israel be betrothed to Yahweh, 
this time in loving kindness, mercy, and faithfulness; and at last 
Israel shall really know Yahweh. 

We have here two somewhat ragged pentameter strophes of four lines 
each. This, like A and B, is independent of the chapter as a whole, as well 
as of the other divisions. It is peculiar in: (1) its rhythmic structure, (2) its 
repetitiousness and prolixity, (3) its point of view. It is to be regarded as 
distinct from the chapter as a whole (so Volz, Now.; Marti, EB.2122) because: 
(I) this idyllic picture of a state of universal peace represents later ideals 
(cf. Is. 46 f, 6525); (2) the thought of vs.21 f. has no parallel in the story of 
Hosea's marriage, which is the basis of chaps. 1-3; (3) the vocabulary and 
phraseology of v.20 are characteristic of a later age; cf. Gn. 92 Lv. 263Jr. 

Ez. 342.lff. Is. u6ff. 359 z4 Zc. 910; (4) a new metre and strophic structure 
appear. Now,, in his Zukunftshoffnungen Israels in der Assyr. Zeit, p. 43, 
withdraws his earlier view that vs,20-'l5 are from another hand, and suggests 
that they come from a late utterance of Hosea; in Now.2, however, the 
Hoseanic authorship of v.20 is once more abandoned, 

R 
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20. ,muNJ QI: ~•1:l:J'N; so .55, both= 1'1•:iwN (Seb.),-tl'!1:!JIU1'1] e ,ca:ro,
ICIW tTe; similarly l:., e., reading 0'1;1~~,ri (Oet.); 'A. 1Co1µ1J1Tw o.vTovs.-
21. 1'1'11U'1N] l:, A1/'fOµo.l tTe; ~ l'JJl?;i!'tll•-t:lDIVll:il 1,,1:i) A gloss (so Now.), 
incongruous in view of context. - 22. •,-m,1 J'1)1i•1] '.ET et scies quia ego 
Dominus; Baby!. Cod., ·• •JN ,.:,, now corrected to agree with ffim;, Gr. 1'1J.!'!l• 
Marti, 1'1J.!'!~·,, 

20. And I will make for them a covenant with the beasts, de.] 
The pronoun refers to Israel ; and, now, between Israel and the 
lower world of animals a covenant will be established, the essence 
of which will be peace between man and animals. Just such a 
covenant restraining the beasts from harming Israelites, Zc. 1110 

represents Yahweh as breaking; cf. also Ez. 3425
• Such a cove

nant was rather an "ordinance" than a "treaty" (Cheyne). Is 
there here and in prophetic references to close relationship of 
animals and men (cf. Nu. 22 21

-&1 Is. 116-9 6525 Jb. Sm. Gn. J11f· 
Ez. 342.1) a survival of the totemistic conception involving a belief 
in a real blood connection? * -And the bow and the sword and 
war I will break out of the land] There will be peace likewise 
between Israel and other nations (Ps. 469 763 J e. 49&1 Is. 94

). War 
( cf. 17), including everything that relates to battle, is here joined 
with break by zeugma.t This late expression finds analogies 
in Is. 24 Mi. 44 Je. 2l 3316.-And I will make them lie down 
in safety. -21. Yea, I will betroth thee to me forever] Security and 
confidence are the great ends sought in the administration of the 
affairs of a nation. To lie down t'n safety (cf. Jb. u 18 Is. 1400 

Lv. 266) is the nai've and childlike designation of complete assur
ance. But, in order to strengthen the thought and to bring it 
into harmony with the context, the writer goes back to the figure 
of betrothal and marriage, a relationship which, now, shall last 
throughout all time (cf. Je. 313.1-87 Is. 54B-10).-In kindness andt'n 
mercy] The preceding words, in righteousness and in judgmmt, 
are to be omitted as a gloss (v.s.), since they are superfluous by 
the side of v. 22

; are inapplicable in the strictest sense to the 
figure of betrothal; present, as they stand, a bizarre arrangement 
of thought; interfere with a smooth strophic structure ; and ex-

• Cf. Gunkel's defence of the genuineness of this verse on the ground of the 
antiquity of this conception, Genesis, p. u2. t Cf. Ko. Stil, 122f, 
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press the thought of a later period. For the manifestation of 
kindness and mercy on the part of God to Israel, cf. Is. 141 3018 

4910 548
·

10 Je. 3120 Ez. 3925.-22. I will betroth thee to me in 
faithfulness, and thou shalt know Yahweh] The thrice-repeated 
statement of betrothal makes it both emphatic and solemn. Faith
fulness from the time of Isaiah (cf. Is. n 5

) had been one of the 
characteristics of Yahweh most frequently dwelt upon in his rela
tion to man. Three gifts will thus be brought to Israel as bridal 
gifts, viz. love, mercy, and faithfulness, and as a result Israel will 
know Yahweh (cf. 41

). The custom originally was to pay the 
dowry to the bride's family (cf. Gn. 3412

) as a compensation for 
the loss of her labor ; later this dowry came to be regarded as the 
possession of the wife ( cf. Gn. 31 15) which provided for her needs 
in case of her husband's death, or her divorce without due cause.• 
The fact that the gifts of Yahweh here are all such as would tend 
to the happiness of Israel makes it evident that the later marriage 
custom is alluded to.t Everything is given by Yahweh, and 
nothing is asked of Israel in return. 

20. •l'l'\J] The ordinary word for the making of a covenant; the original 
significance of the expression may be seen from Gn. 1510 Je, 3418, Other 
phrases used of making a cov. are n•'\JJ IN~, Je. 3410 ; ', !'l•'\J 'l'JJl'I, Dn. 927 ; 

nN n•'\J o•pn, Ez. 1652 ; n•'\.J oiv, 2 S. 236, The breaking of a cov. is expressed 
by '.J '\J.I', Jos. 715 ; "'\J Nm, Is. 246 ; 'J ',',:,, Mal. 2 10 ; "J ONO, 2 K. 171& __ 

0.1'] This prep. often foll. n•'l:i 11'\J, but 7 is more frequent; other preps. used 
are 1'1!:I and pai. oi, is used with the first two nouns here, and understood with 
the third, - n,ivn l'l'n] The phrase used by J in the creation account, Gn. 219 ; 

cf. P's f.,Nl'I n,n, Gn. 126• -21. i•nie>'\N] With the change of figure it becomes 
necessary to change from the 3d pl. m. pron. of v.20 to the 2d fem. sg.; abrupt 
changes of this kind are not infrequent, e.g. 28• 18 46 Gn. 49250• 260 Dt. 32lU. Joi; 
cf. Ko. Stil. 238 ff. The threefold occurrence of the vb. not only adds empha
sis, but also affords opportunity to add several adverbial modifiers without 
cumbering the sentence; cf. Ko. Stil. 298. - jlit:i] The prep. with this and 
foll. nouns is J of price, which usually follows 11''\N with the gift of the bride. 

!lo:IS 
The original force of J e>.,N is seen in Ar. iJ,;I, a fine,price,-22. Mllt!N] A 

common formation for abst, nouns; cf. n,i:u, migkt,- l'l'\IJjl, burial,- :,:,1',c, 

rule; l'INID'\, healing; Barth, NB. § 82 e. • ' 

• Cf. Paterson, "Marriage," DB.; Benz., "Marriage," EB.; R. F. Harper, Codi 
of Hammura/Ji (1904), PP• 49, 57, 63 ft 

tSo Now, 
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D. Yahweh's response in .faith.fut love; 223-25• - '' Jezreel (f!l
rael) asks the plants to germinate; they call upon the earth for 
its juices; the earth beseeches heaven for rain ; heaven suppli
cates for the divine word which opens its stores, and Yahweh 
responds in faithful love." (Cheyne). 

This addition consists of three strophes of trimeter movement, of 4, 3, and 
4 lines. Its characteristics as a piece are clear and beautiful thought, and 
perfect, artistic form, the metre being regular, the parallelism progressive, 
and the strophic structure symmetrical; cf. in the last line of each strophe 
the pronoun followed by a vb. of saying. Both thought and form are highly 
poetic. It is from later times than those of Hosea (so Volz; Marti omits 
2 15 1>-21J), as is seen from: (I) the fact that it contemplates the full restoration 
of Israel to Yahweh's favor; (2) the eschatological phrase ic1:,:, cm:i :,,:,,, 
which belongs to later times; (3) the use of mr, which is found in this sense 
only in late passages, e.g. 149 Ps. 656 Ee. 1019; (4) the materialistic blessings 
spoken of here which are not in keeping with the spirit of the teachings 
of Amos and Hosea; (5) the new metre and strophic structure; (6) the 
presupposition of the exile contained in v,2/J a, 

23. mricJ 6.55, and Syr.-Hex. om. the first (so also Seb., Oort, Marti). -
21>. :"l'J"l).l"1T] We. 1:"l'J"l)l"1l (so Bach., Now., Oet.), the suff. referring to i:>tc)l"1l'. 

- :inic-,nv] S5 om. :iriic. - ,;,~11] 6 Kvpior o 8e6s µ.o11 El uv, adding :imt (so 
also Hal.); so 'F, Syr.-Hex. 

23. I will respond to the heavens] The petition from Israel for 
prosperity comes last of all through the heavens to Yahweh, who 
is the fountain head of authority. The representation is not 
merely poetical ; for it was the popular belief that rain and dew 
came as the direct gifts of Yahweh. It was at his command that 
the clouds were opened or remained closed; cf. Am. 913 Jo. J18 

Ez. 3421J.2S 471
- 8, also Dt. 2828 Lv. 2619.~24. And they shall re

spond to Jezreel] The corn, wine, and oil will respond to Israel, 
here called Jezreel with reference to the meaning of the word, 
God sows,· cf. the use made of it in v.w. - 25. And I will sow 
her unto me in the land] Cf. J e. 31 27• 28• Jezreel = Israel restored, 
is to be sown again in the land, this time unto, i.e. for, Yahweh. 
All Israel, wherever scattered, will return to the land of their 
ancestors. The purpose of the sowing is, of course, that they may 
bring forth fruit. -I will have pity upon the un-pitied one] The 
name of 1 6 is here reversed. -And to not-my-people I will say, 



II. 23-25 

thou art my ptople] The name of 19 is likewise reversed. -And 
they will say, thou art my God] Israel's confession; cf. Zc. 1l 
Rom. 921l 1 Pet. 2

10
• 

23. 1-11nn 01,:i n•n1] For the use of this phrase in other late passages, cf, 
v.1B Jo. 418 Mi. 59 Zc. 132• Other phrases of similar import are: nw 1-11nn Cl'l 
(Zc. 131); c•Nl c,o, nJ:, (Am. 913); i,i,n:, n;,l n•n1 (Am. 513); p-,.,ni,i n,n, 
(Jo. 31); c•o•n n•.,nNl n,n, (J5 Mi. 41). -nJJlN] Repeated for the sake of 
rhetorical effect; to omit it once, as some do, spoils the rhythm of the passag!!, 
and robs it of its dignity in some measure. - cn1] From this point on through 
v.u the clauses are all circumstantial, depending upon v.23 ... 

E. Israefs vast numbers, united as one family under Yahweh, 
and victorious against all enemies,· 21-a. - In the future time, 
Israel's numbers will be beyond calculation; instead of estrange
ment from Yahweh, her people will be recognized as the sons of 
the living God ; and instead of schism between north and south, 
there will be united action resulting in victory over all opposers. 

We have here two strophes of four lines each, in the pentameter movement 
Each strophe contains an important idea, and both together form a splendid 
unity. Strophe I : Israel's numbers will be great, and she will again become 
Yahweh's people. Strophe 2: She will be reunited, and thus enabled to meet 
all enemies. This piece has been recognized as occupying an impossible place, 
and has been transferred to the end of chap. 2 (so Heilprin, The Historical 
Poetry of the Ancient Hebrews, II. 125 f.; St., Kue. Einl. II. 319; Che,, Ko, 
Einl.; Gu., GAS., Oet.). The grounds urged for this are the fact that it avoids 
the abrupt transition from threat to promise involved in passing from 19 to 
21; the better connection secured in placing 21-3 after the promises of 220-2/J; 
and the very similar arrangement found in Rom. 921lf. where these verses are 
quoted. But it is superfluous after 226, being little more than a repetition of 
vs.2a--21l; it uses f-,1!:, (v.8) in an altogether different sense from that in vs,20 

and 21l; •OV-N~ is given a different interpretation from that in v.26 ; and it forms 
a very poor ending for chap. 2. It is better to treat it as an entirely later piece 
(We.; Sta. GVL I.577; Co. ZAW. VII. 285,andEin/. 172; Giesebrecht,Bei
trii.ge zur Jesaiakritik, 213 ff.; Oort, ThT. XXIV. 358 ff.; Loft.; Che. in WRS. 
Propk. p. xviii; Volz, Now.; Seesemann, 33; Da. DB. II. 425; Marti, EB. 
2122; Grimm, Liturg. Append., 61 ff.); because, in its present position, it 
breaks the connection, nor can it be satisfactorily placed elsewhere; the refer
ence to Judah is suspicious, the rest of the chapter speaking only of Israel; it 
presupposes the exile (v.2); its vision of Israel's future passes beyond Hosea's 
horizon; the tremendous increase of Israel is a later eschatological concep• 
tion (Gn. 22l7 3212 Is. 4819); and it differs in poetic form from every other 
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section of this chapter. Skipwith (./QR. VI. (1893) 298) joins 21· 2 to end of 
chap. 3, but rules out 36, 21, and 22, with the exception of the last clause, 
•m ',1iJ •:,, as an exilic interpolation, 6 and Ji/, give vs.1-2 to chap. I, and v.3 

to chap. 2. 

1. n,:,1] 6 and JL use past tense, changing to fut. in the second n•ni. Ji/,, by 
mistake, inserts negative. Gr. suggests the insertion here of Is. 22-4 (Mi. 4H). 
-c,1,cJ] Trans). literally in all versions, viz. in tlu place where; Ji/, introduces 
the apodosis with there.-2. lt'wi] 6 iipx~v; so 1,.-,nH] Gr. would add 
here: ~M))'W j)C))J c;,,:,,i,r ~)) 1"1Jl1. -8. CJ•mnH ••• c:i•nH] Read both nouns 
in sg. with 6 and JL (so We., Now., GK. 96, Marti). Oet. retains pl., but 
vocalizes the second noun, Ct!:;~tl~•-·1.n 1~v,] Bach. reads •1\!;, and would 
transfer the whole clause to the conclusion of 16• 

1. And it shall come to pass that the number of the children of 
Israel s!tall be] It is of Northern Israel that he speaks,• for in v.J 
Judah is distinguished ; cf. also 16· 7• -As the sand of the sea] Cf. 
Gn. xJ16 

2217 3212 Jos. II 4 Is. 10
22

• Prosperity always includes 
numbers; cf. Mi. 2

12 Is. 4819
• -Instead of t"ts being sat"d] Better t 

than in the place where it was sat"d, which has many supporters. t 
- Ye are " not my people"] The name designating their estrange
ment from Yahweh (19) will no longer be used. In its place will 
be given to them a title denoting the closest fellowship with him, 
viz. the sons of the livt'ng God], not sons of idol-gods. This 
phrase ( cf. x S. I 726 Dt. 526) includes two important elements, viz. 
(x) sons (cf. Nu. 2129 Mai. 211) of God, in accordance with the 
common Semitic conception that the nation is the offspring of 
the deity;§ ( 2) the expression living God, i.e. a god who is the 
fountain or source of life (cf. Ps. 422 842

); here used for the first 
time ( except perhaps the use by J in Jos. J1°) ; cf. its later usage 
in oaths, Ju. 819 1 S. 1439

•
411

, placed even in the mouth of the deity, 
Dt. 3240 Nu. 1421

•
28

, etc.; v. especially Am. 814
• This verse is not 

entirely consistent with 2 211, v.s. - 2. And the children of Judak 
and tke cht'ldren of Israel skall be gathered together] The separa
tion of north and south at the death of Solomon, although brought 
about by prophetic influence (cf. I K. 1129 1r. 1222-"), is regarded by 
Hosea (it. 84 1310

•
11

) and by the writer of this passage as lacking 

• Mere., Hd., Sim., Ke., Che., Now., Marti, et al.; on the contr,, Hi. 
t Ki., Grot., Hi., Ew., AV., Che., We., Now., Marti, et al. 

t 6/iilJ', Dathe, Ros., Umb., Ke., Wii. 9 See WRS. Sem. 40 ff. 
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divine approval. This schism, therefore, will be healed ( cf. Is. 1118 

Ez. 3 7~. - And they shall appoint for themselves one head] This 
head is a king, probably of the Davidic family. -And they shall 
go up out of the land] i.e. the land of exile (cf. Ezr. 2

1 76 Ne. 
121), the whole reference being to the time and circumstances of 
the scattering.* Some prefer to understand go up of marching 
to battle (cf. Na. 2 2 Jo. 1 6), the land in this case is Palestine, now 
too small for the inhabitants, who therefore seek to enlarge their 
territory (Am. 912 Is. u 14 Mi. 2

12
· 13) .t Besides, it is urged, the 

going up from the land of captivity could not have preceded the 
appointment of a common king. Still others t understand Egypt 
to be referred to (cf. Ex. 1 1°) and used symbolically of all captivity. 
Notice also may be taken of the translation, they shall grow up 
from the ground, i.e. like grain after it is sowed. § - For great 
shall be the day of Jezreel] Does this mean the day of scattering, II 
referring to the dispersion? Or does it mean the day of sowing 11 
Clearly the latter, for the name J ezreel has been given a new 
meaning. In the former case, great means tern'ble; in the latter, 
glorious. By this name the writer evidently described the day of 
Yahweh, the time when punishment was to be meted out to Israel's 
foes and blessings showered upon Israel herself. - 8. Say ye to 
your brother, "my people," and to your sister, "compassionated"J 
This is only a repetition of 22.1. The words have been taken as 
addressed (1) to the people of Judah bidding them greet the re
turning Israelites and welcome them back to the land;** (2) to 
the disciples of the prophet bidding them announce to the whole 
nation the news of its restoration to Yahweh's favor; tt (3) to the 
members of the united kingdom bidding them greet each other as 
Yahweh's people; H (4) to those who had been allowed to remain 
in the land, bidding them welcome the returning exiles;§§ and 
(5) as a fragment of some lost statement. 1111 

1. ic•J Potential imp f. denoting possibility; H. 22, 2 a; cf. Je. 3187 3322, the 
only other occurrences of the Niph. used of impossible acts as here.-o,pol 
"11:>NJ = "11:'K r,nr,; for another instance of this use, cf. Is. 3321• The regular 

• Ki., Cal., Ros., Mau., Hd., Wii., We., Now., Marti, et al. 
t Hi., Ew., Umb., St., Che. ,i Hi., Ew., Umb., Marti. §§ Marti, 
t E.g. Ke. § Reuss. ** So Hi. tt Che. 1111 Meinhold. 
II Theod., AE., Cal, tt Hng., Ke., Wii., Or, 



HOSEA 

significance of the phrase is local, in the place where (Lv. 424 2 S. 1521 1 K. 
2119 Je. 2212 Ez. 21 35 Ne. 414); cf. GK. 130 c; Ko. 337 x, and 393. - iDN'] 

Customary impf. in the first instance; simply future in the second.-2. 1'1n•] 
Really a noun in adverb. acc.= in his unitedness; always having the force of 
an adv. = together, in union. - lt'Ni] Used of the head of the state; cf. I S. 
1517 Nu. 144• The phrase IVl!i D'IV is found only here; cf. Nu. 144, lt'Ni rm; 
Is. 3', )1'1l with acc. of person and iif in apposition; Ps. 1844, C•tl' with acc. 
of person, followed by lt'NiS, -S. c~•mn11] = Ct!)l•!')ti, the final radical has 
disappeared here as in Jos. 213 Ez. 1&51.M- 61 ; cf. GK. 96. The context, how
ever, requires the reading c~1;1nJ1; but cf. Ko. 258£. 

§ 6. Yahweh's contention with Israel, on account of sins 
encouraged by the priests. 41

-
19

, Yahweh has a contention with 
Israel; for on every side is wickedness. In this wickedness the 
religious guides, the priests, take the lead; and for their failure to 
perform their duty they shall be rejected, degraded, and put to 
confusion. Because of their example the people of Israel indulge 
in idolatry and adultery. May Judah not join in iniquity with 
Israel, who is committed to vice, and will continue until the enemy 
utterly confounds and destroys her. 

This piece contains five strophes of twelve lines each; the measure is trim
eter, occasionally falling into dimeter, Strophe 1 (vs.1· 2· 3) describes the 
situation; Strophe 2 (vs.4• lU. 5• 6) places the responsibility upon the priests; 
strophe 3 (vs.7- 8• 9. JO. 120) describes further the priest's responsibility; strophe 4 
(vs.n. 12cd. J3. Hall,) pictures the madness of the people in their sensual indul
gence; while strophe 5 (vs.15· 16. !7. 18- 19) depicts Israel's sins and her conse
quent destruction. Cf. Ew., who makes four strophes, 1-5. 6-10.11-1s. 16-19; also 
Wii., who divides, 1-3. HO. u-14• 15-16; and Marti, who secures thirteen strophes 
of four lines each, omits vs,3, 5-6 a, 10b. 1,.101,, and transposes v.n to follow v.14, 
In the present arrangement the following transpositions have been made, 
viz. (1) of v.12" to precede v.U; this leaves (a) a better connection with 
v.10, than v.11 afforded; (b) a better connection with v,l2b, than v.12" afforded; 
(c) a much easier connection for the circ. clause in 12"; and (d) no good 
ground for calling v.11 an interpolation (Ru., Now.), although it is proverbial 
in form and contents; (2) of v.14 d to precede m:i, the last word in v.4 as 
the text now stands. These words (!Q.:iS, t•.:i•-NS OJ.!l) (a) are evidently out 
of place where they are, the context contrasting en (the priests) with the 
young women of the nation; (b) fit in perfectly with the last clause of v.4 

as amended ( v.i.), adding still another circumstantial detail of the picture, 
Yea, a people, etc.; (c) perfect the symmetry of strophe 2, while they com
pletely destroy that of strophe 4, in which they are now found; and (d) on 
this supposition need no longer be regarded (Ru., Now.) as a gloss, 
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IV. 1-3. The announcement of Yahweh's contention and its 
occasion. Listen, Israel, to Yahweh: The land lacks everything 
good; it abounds in everything bad: consequently it, with all its 
life, is now suffering. 

In this strophe the parallelism is less regular than in the remaining strophes; 
but the irregularities greatly heighten the artistic effect. These consist of 
( 1) the elegiac measure (3, 2) with which it opens; ( 2) the gradual abandon
ment of shorter for longer lines, until in lines 7 and 8, the climax is reached 
in the long series of infinitives, making tetrameters, in which the very vowels 
(ft and 8) add to the strength of the passage ( cf. the repetition of )'H in the 
preceding line, the sound of which is well adapted to the thought); (3) the 
gradual falling away again of the sound in lines 9-12. The whole strophe 
is a magnificent example of the musical swell (crescendo and diminuendo) 
expressed in measure and sound. 

1. :i,,] 6 rcpl,m.-2. ,ir,!l] 6 rclxvTai; F inundaverunt; !o ~• 
AU disregard the pausal accent, 6 and Ji, add bri Tijs -yijs, perhaps= YiJ 
( = y,11:i), a wrong reading of u,o, which was later corrected, the old reading 
being allowed to remain (Vol.).-o•oi] JLF.S sg.-lJ1JJ] .$ ~--
3. 'U1 ~~0111] 6 real µ.<Kpvv6fia-eTa£ a-llv 7rfi.a-,v TO<s, K,T.l\,; eJAQ, 0, ,cat a-µ.,
rcpvv6fia-eTO.L, K.T.X.; .S \~J,l0. - :iiw:,] 6 adds rcai a-llv To,s ep7reTo'i$ T'JS 
-yijs; so Ji,. -oJ] 6 om, -l!lDH•) F congregabuntur; 6 lrcl\ely,ova-w. 

1. Hear the word of Yahweh] This word was spoken after 
the death of Jeroboam II. (743 B.c.), and during the anarchical 
period which immediately followed (Zechariah, Shallum, and 
Menahem all coming to the throne within a year),* or a little 
later, perhaps in the reign of Pekah ( 736 B.c.) .t It is with 
these words that Hosea's public ministry really begins, the pre
ceding chapters ( 1-3) being intended rather to picture the 
internal and domestic struggle which led him to enter upon 
the ministry. Hosea's experience, as described in chaps. 1-3, 
sustained a relation to his prophetic work similar to that which 
Isaiah's vision (chap. 6) sustained toward his ministry. t While 
nothing is said, the sense is evident that these words are spoken 
through Hosea and to Northern Israel, for in v.15 Judah is dis
tinguished from Israel. - Yahweh has a contention with] This 
was not merely "a just cause," nor a reproof, accusation,§ but 

• So Ma., Ros., Schrcl. 
t Riehm, Einl. 48. 

t Cf. WRS. Propk. r83. 
§ Schmidt, Now. 



HOSEA 

contention, quarrel ( cf. Mi. 62 J e. 2 9). * A relationship has 
existed between Yahweh and Israel, the terms of which Israel 
has not observed. The time has come when Yahweh will enter 
into contention with the nation. - For there is no truth ••• 
love • • . knowledge of God] This is a negative statement of 
Hosea's ideal. By truth he means fidelity, honesty, constancy, 
trustworthiness in thought, word, and deed ( cf. J e. 93• 4) ; by love 
he means not love of man for God, nor love of God for man; 
but love for fellow-men (cf. Gn. 21 23 ; cf. for the use of these 
two words together, Gn. 3210 (of God); Gn. 2449 4729 Ps. 8510 (of 
man)). The opposite of fidelity and love are indicated in the 
following verse. These elements of character and of conduct 
are lacking, because there is lacking also the knowledge ef God 
in which they take root. By this he means not knowledge of 
Yahweh (cf. 2

00 46 5• 66), which would be from the standpoint 
of those times something less broad, more national; but "the 
general, legal, divine duty of humanity." t- 2. Swean'ng and 
{ring] i.e. perjury ( cf. Kitt' ni1,K, 104). :,1,K alone means simply 
swearing, of which in itself there was no prohibition, unless, 
perhaps, the reference is to cursing, which is so common in the 
East (cf. Mat. 584 ff-). t The two together stand in opposition 
to "truth." § -And killing and stealing and committing adultery] 
Violation of the 6th, 8th, and 7th commandments. The infini
tives absolute are used instead of the finite form of the verb 
for vividness and emphasis; cf. (!j above. These are in opposi
tion to "love." The fancied "security in Samaria" (Am. 61) 

no longer exists. There is every reason to suppose that the 
decalogue in its original form was at this time in existence. II 
- They break into] sc. the houses of their neighbors (Jb. 2416), or, 
acts of violence.f Cf. also the word C'::l'"1El = robber (Ez. 181°); 
and the interpretation which makes the act a breaking into the 
law.** Cf. (!j above. -Blood striking blood] The plural= blood-

·•wu.,GAS. 
t Carl Abel, Ueber den Begriff der Liebe in einigen alten und neuen Sjraclten 

(Berlin, 1872), p. 63. t So Cal. § Now. 
[I See WRS. art. "Decalogue," Enc. Brit.; Paterson, art. "Decalogue," DB.; 

Ew. Gesclt. Isr.8 II. 231 ; Kue., Rei. lsr. I. 285; but cf. W. E. Addis, art. "Deca
logue," EB., We. Comp. Hex. 331 f.; Sta. G VI. I. 457 ff., and Marti, 

'V Che. "Rashi, Ki. 
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shed; i.e. murder follows immediately upon murder. The phrase 
is a striking one, but this fact and the change of subject need not 
excite suspicion.* - 3. Therefore the land mourns J The prophet 
evidently speaks not of some future t or past i calamity, but of 
one present, a severe drought existing at the time.§ It is doubt
ful whether he has in mind, at this point, the anarchy which fol
lowed Jeroboam's death, It-And every denizen in £t languishes] 
This refers not merely to animals, ,r but as well to men. -Even 
to the beasts of the field, etc.] Even to** or including (cf. Gn. 721) 

is preferable to (a) through,tt making the beasts the agents, as also 
to (b) together with (cf. Gn. 9z-;, n (c) among, putting birds and 
beasts on a level with men,§§ and (d) for the lack of 1111- While 
even the fish of the sea are taken away] This is the climax of 
the presentation, the drought being so great that the streams are 
dried up, the phrase c•r, ')i not being restricted to fish actually 
in the sea.,r,r The association of the animal world and even the 
inanimate world with man in his suffering is an idea widely held 
among the prophets (Am. 88 Is. 168 248-6 Zp. 1 2

• 8 Je. 124 Jo. 1 10· 18 ; 

cf. Rom. 822), and is based upon the early belief that land and 
man and animal were in some way closely connected.*** Cf. the 
totemistic conception referred to on 2 00• 

1. •:,] Used demonstratively, as in Ps. 11810 r. (cf. BOB. p. 472), as a particle 
of asseveration= "surely, etc"; or better, to introduce direct discourse, as 
in Gn. 21 80 Ju. 616 ( cf. BDB. p. 471; H. 47, 3 a); not causal (Wii.), nor 
explanatory and introducing a parenthetic clause (Sim.). -:w,] Cf. the 
forensic terms l:l~l?r;,, lawsuit or case, as in Dt. 1018 Jb. 131s 234 1 K. 849, and 
Mi. 79, where the two words are used as parallels; and 7,, used in similar 
sense in Dt. 178 Ps. 14018 Jb. 3514• -p11] Its repetition is

0 

significant. Cf. 
also Ho. i Nu. 215 Jos. 61 1 K. 18211 Jb. 3422 Is. 41 28 I S. 2612; for cases of 
)'II joined with two or more words, cf. Ne. 417 Gn. 4189 456 Dt. 1212 Je. 2217, 

-2. ·u, i"l~N] These five infinitives furnish one of the best examples of the 
use of the inf. abs. for a finite vb.; H. 28, 5a; GK. 113.ff; Ko. 217a, b; 
cf. also Is. 215 Je. 815 Ee. 42.-,vii, 1s-,o] Pfs. denoting an action begun in 
the past and still continuing. Cf. Dr. § 8; cf. also Am. 514 Ps. 2 1 Is. 21 8• 

-·m c•r.i,,] Is clearly a circ. clause, H. 45, 1; GK. 142a, c; Dr.§ 156f.-

• We., Now.; cf. Hal. 
t Ros., Wii. 
!Ke. 
§ Sim., N9w, JI Che. 

'ii Marti. 
~ So Ew., GAS. 
tt Abar. 
!t Stuck, WU. 

H Schmidt. 
Ill[ Geb. 
'il'i!Now. 
- WRS. Rei, &m. 126, 
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3. SJ11;-,J Descriptive, H. 21, 1. -~~!lN] Pii'lal; cf. also Jo. zlO Is. 339 Je. 142. 

-SJ] Distributive; GK. 127 b; BDB. p. 481 a. -n•nJ ••• '11JlJ] On force 
of J, cf. Gn. 721 817 9ID.16 Ex.1219 Nu. 3111.-•m •Ji CJl] Anothercirc.clause, 
adding a new feature in the details of the description. 

4-6. The Priest responslble for Israel's wlckedness. The people 
need not blame each other for the wretched condition of things 
on every side. It is thou, 0 priest, who dost cause this mischief, 
and for this reason thou shalt fall. Thy whole stock shall perish. 
As thou hast rejected knowledge, so I will reject thee; as thou 
hast forgotten me, so will I forget thee. 

The poetic form is a regular trimeter movement in twelve lines. Three 
important modifications of the text require to be made. These are: (1) A 
change in the reading of t:iJ •J•'1!lJ 10;, which will place 1:i.:i in the following 
verse (v.i.). (2) The connection of :iS,, (v.6) with what follows, and the 
omission of 1 in •n•oi1; this secures a better division of the words, as well as 
better thought. (3) The transfer of ~J'.11 J'J' N'.! CJ/l from v.14 to follow v.4• 

This clause is plainly out of place where it now stands. In the new position 
it fits well and completes the strophe. 

4. 1H] 6 llr61r; 1T veruntamm; .$ = because no one is, etc. - Bach. 1H 
11''1< MJ1• '.!Nl lJ J'1' S11 w•N = only let no one strive with him (i.e. Yahweh) and 
let no one reprove for my people, etc. Ru. nJ10.:i n•:n!lJ 'J = for the blamer 
is as the blamed one and my people, etc. -7:,J 'J''1l.lJ 1l.lJ11] 6 o ol lctos p.ou 

ws dm"-e-y6µoos lepevs = FlJ i-:ib.:i 'OJI (Vol.); .$ J;-Zl.::.:l J.J~ ,-.I ~o 
= l:"IJJ J•'10 10;1 (Seb.); • .A. WS O a1171/i1Kwv lepe<; l:. C:.s all'Tlpp71rr,s 1/ rpor 
lepiu.. Read 'l.ll/1 (with Beck, Boeke!, Bach., Ru., GAS., Now., Oet., etal.) 
and 1''17.lJ.'.l (with Beck, Boeke!; Mosapp, ZA W. V. 185; GAS.), and transfer 
f:"IJ to beginning of v.6 as a vocative (GAS.). Beck reads m:1::i as voc. at end 
of v.4• Mosapp (ZAW. V. 185), F'lJ' ,,,o:,J ciz1 = and the people worship 
like their priestlings. Hermann (SK., 1879, p. 516; so Ko. 36oc), •~':1? :J9>.'! 
J:"IJ = and with thee is my strife, 0 priest. Mich. f,1J •J•'1tl :Jl?ll! = and thy 
people act like those who strive with me, 0 priest. WRS. (Proph. 4o8; 
so Che.), J:"IJ •J -110 :J!p)l1 = and thy people have rebelled against me, 0 priest. 
Oort ( Tk T. and Em.; so Val., Gu.), 7:iJ:, •~•: :JP\', the o::i being due to dittog. 
Bewer (JBL XXI. IIO f.), lE J':l? :Jr,J)ll ="and thy people is striving thus," 
th~ phrase being a gloss explanatory of h. Gr. r:iJ :,,'t':'? :i~':'', and Hal. 
IJV :,,~''1.'? 10)11 = and thy people it is that blames thee, 0 priest. New. o;im 
t:iJ t1J''1llJ = and as is the people, so is the provocation of the priest. Heil
prin, ·v,, l'J''1l.lJ "!tlJ1l. Ru. (so We.8, Now.), J:"IJ:"I :,10;1 'l.lJ11 = and my people 
are like thee, 0 priest. Marti, fol. Duhm, t~b2 N'J?) '11.'.b~ OJ1'.· -14 d. 11':> 0)11 

~J':>• 7'J•] 8 Kctl o Act3s o ,rvvl61> (some codd. o& <rv11lwv) <rVJJe'll"AeKeTo µeTa. 
,r6pJ17Js, connecting the first two words of v.15 with v.14; so ,!. Gr. ,.;,~:. 
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Cardner (AJSL. XVIII. 179), 1::d,, O'llNJll 0;11 = and with adulterers they lie 

down.-5. ri,c,:i] 6 M8eu1Jrn (=~rv:ii); .5 ~.U.l0 (=Q7i!'f1 (?)). 
Read c7;11, i"1Q7'PP (so We., Now., Oet., Marti). Cf. Bach's sugg. ·that cw,] 
may represent an original vocative, e.g. c~~ or )'.::i'.:.-7CJI] Some Mss. of 
6 µ.eT' a.ino& (so also Ru.).-n~•~] 8 reads nS,SS, and joins to following 
clause; .5 makes it a separate clause. Ru. n7:2~.-70N ,n,i:i,1] 8 wµ.olwo-a. 
( = '1'.''1?1); 'A., 0. vvKTDS lo-.cfnr'f/O'a.; F nocte tacere foci matrem tuam; 

pA'o ., ,... 

.5 ~1 u~0. Gr. :J)?l! !;Ill;~!• Bach. nQr,i~ :J'P-1) (in Praeparationm 
(1892); but later in Untersuch, (1894), ':'ll;l1 'l'.1'1?~ ,;-;,~;-~f, for 'Ul ;,S,,). 
Ru. :J'f!l; IC:1• Wkl. :,~1, 'i:''91 n~1SS = I will turn thy day into night 
( Untersuch. 181; so Val.). For 70H, Now. :J'.J?, and Hal. :i9r. Gardner 
(AJSL. XVIII. 178) om. 7llH wo,1 as a dittog. Marti, n Cl;! ')'.'\D;'.,-6. llliJ) 

6 renders like '1'1' □, (v.s.), but in pass.; so .5; F conticuit. Gardner, noiJ, 

- r,CN!l 1'1)/in i"IJ'1H] Marti, ID~!; 1'1)1_;;:,-r,~. - 7NDNllH] Read with many Mss. 
7DHCH. Bacb.(Pr.) '~1;\i'l? :,~H D!:C'?~)·-1'l:J] Wkl.:,;1-(?); Bach.(Pr.):ir;w')?• 
Marti changes all 2 pers. forms to 3 pers. in vs.6· 6• 

4. Still let none find fault, and let none reprove] Who speaks? 
The prophet, and of his own words uttered in vs.1-a. This reproof 
of Israel, he concedes, is really out of place; it is at all events use
less. - Since my people are but like thdr priestlings J This mean
ing (a) is supported in part (my people) by @ (v.s.) ; (b) furnishes 
clearly the thought demanded by the context (cf. the reading 
"since my people are like thee, 0 priest" ; but this makes it 
necessary to keep " priest" where it stands, thus maintaining two 
difficulties) ; (c) is in accord with the use of "priestlings" else
where, this word always having a bad sense (cf. 105 2 K. 2i 

Zp. 1 4). This circumstantial clause, giving a reason why the people 
should not be upbraided, is strengthened by another, transferred 
from v A -14 d. Yea, a people stupid ( and) falling to ruin J A 
more appropriate juxtaposition could scarcely have been effected. 
- 5. 0 priest I thou shalt fall by day] For text, v.s. According 
to another interpretation this should read thou dost stumble, and 
refers to the actual sin• in which the priest is engaged, rather 
than to the punishment which is to fall upon him.t The render
ing by day is given, though incorrectly, to ci•:, by l!i)~ and others. t 
-And the prophets also shall fall with thee J These are the proph
ets, the word being collective, who prostituted their calling for the 

• So Marek, Sim. t So Ki., Ros., Ew., Now. ! e.g. Hal. 
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sake of support; they were in great numbers at many times, cf. 
Je. 531 613 1413· 14 1 K. 22er·, and made prophecy a means of liveli
hood (Mi. 311 Am. 712

). They would perform their functions 
even while in a drunken condition, Is. 2 87• * -And by night I 
will destroy thy mother] Cf. (JjlJ. Confusion has arisen between 
the two meanings of the verb, "to be silent," and "to destroy" 
(v.i.). Thy mother hardly means the nation (cf. 22),t for the 
pronoun evidently refers to the priest, and it is the priest of whom 
the prophet now speaks; but rather, thy stock, t i.e. a portion of 
the nation, the caste or clan of priests; cf. city used in this sense 
(2 S. 2ol9 Ps. 1492), with which may be contrasted "I will also 
forget thy children" (v.6). Indeed, Nowack so renders the phrase 
here, changing the text (v.s.). - 6. My people will be destroyed by 
reason of their lack of knowledge J This sentence determines the 
meaning to be attached to the verb ofv.u, and also seems to favor 
the conclusion there reached on " thy mother," - since now the 
people are dealt with as a whole. The knowledge lacking is 
knowledge of God (cf. v.2). The ordinary rendering without 
knowledge utterly fails to express the sense. The reference is not 
to the present situation, but to the future destruction of the people 
because of the sins into which the priest has led them. Nowack 
and Wellhausen, without good reason (viz. because it is unneces
sary to the connection, and because it has no corresponding par
allel member), treat this line as a gloss.-Because thou hast 
refected knowledge] It is evidently the priest who is addressed§ 
(both on account of the preceding context, and on account of the 
phrase following), and not the nation; II and besides, the idea of 
the nation as a priest-nation is probably late. " Knowledge, viz. 
of God's revealed will, was theoretically a deposit in the priestly 
order (Dt. 3J1° Ez. 4423 Mai. 2 7)." ,r - I reject thee from being 
priest to me J Clearly Hosea had at one time recognized the 

• V. Da. Exp. 5th ser. II. I-I7; and art. "Prophets and Prophecy," DB.; May-
baum, Proph. 85-r30; Sm. Re!. 248-255; WRS. OT:JC. 278ff. 

t Jer., Ki., Ma., Ros,, Hi., Sim., Ke., Wu., GAS.; cf. Or. 
t Schmidt, WRS. P,-oplt. 407; Che. 
§ So AE., Ki., Cal., Bauer, Eich.,Ros., Mau., Ew., Che., We., GAS., Now. 
II Stuck, Schrci., Hi., Umb., Sim., Ke., Wu. 
,r Che. On the importance attached to knowledge of God by Hosea, see espe

cially GAS. chap. XXI. 
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Northern priesthood as legitimate. This is a reJection oi the 
entire priest-clan; and not of the priest-nation (Ex. 196 is early 
preexilic; Dt. 76, barely preexilic; Is. 616, exilic). l:IN~ is the 
opposite of ir,:i. -And (because) thou hast forgotten the law of 
thy God] The torah, instruction, was supposed to be a deposit 
with the priests, and God was supposed to be particularly near to 
them. This instruction was in considerable part oral; but even 
at this date there must have been a written code (the Covenant 
code, Ex. 20

28-23a:i).*-I will forget thy children, even I] i.e. 
the members of the clan, Winckler's suggestion of "thee " for 
"thy children" being unnecessary in view of Dt. 3J8ft. 

4. 111] Here in its limitative sense, however (Wii.), cf. Gn. 94 Ps. 4916 
Jb. 1]16, rather than asseverative (Ki.), of which examples occur in Gn. 4428 

Ps. 731.-11"11 ••• IV'II] Note chiasm; cf. the view which would make the 
second iv,11 the object of the vb. (Hi.). i!l: paraphrases the first IV'N by .,.E'"'· 
the second by 11':ll, -1J1 'OJ.'] A circ. clause, H. 45, 1 d; GK. 141 e; cf. Ko. 
36oc.-14d. c:1',, 1':l' 11', CJ.'1] The impf.'s are coordinate and are adjectival; 
H. 21, 4; GK. 155 f.-5. n',iv,i] If J;D is placed in v.6, either (a) , is used 
to mark apodosis (cf. Is. 67 Ho. 814 Am. 14), GK. 112x; Ko. 415s; or (b) 
the 1 may be omitted and the vb. treated as a proph. pf. In any case it is 
futu;e in idea, not frequentative.-cw,J It is difficult to treat c,, with the 
article, when the corresponding :,',,', has none; the natural rendering to-day 
is inappropriate; hence the suggestion of We. (v.s,).-'1'1'01] Cf. confusion 
in versions. To be distinguished are: no, I., to be like; and no, II., to 
be silent, to cease, to cause to cease, to destroy ( = :,:,r.:; cf. co,, to be dumb, 
silent, Wii., p. 146), which occurs four times in Hosea, viz. here and in 46 

101.1°, elsewhere in sense of destroy, Is. 66 151 Zp. 111 Je. 62 476 Ob.6 Ez. 3211 

Ps. 4913· 21• - 6. 10,i] Pl. the subj. being collective, H. 40, 4 b; GK. 145 b; 
not to be taken as future (so Ko. 129) but as present pf.; the change of time 
is marked by the dropping of the 1 cons. which appears in previous verse, -
ni:, ,',Jr.i] JO is causative; from lack of knowledge; cf. the use of ,',Jo in 
which fO is neg., the ,',:i being a second neg. (as in 1•11r.i) = without knowing 
= suddenly, Is. 518 ; cf. Ko. 403 e. -1Nt1:-ir::111J 11 (after t1), a mistake retained 
on account of the superstition entertained concerning the letter; it is desig
nated (note the O over it) by the Massoretes as -,,n, i.e. superfluous, and is 
lacking in nearly a hundred Mss. ( cf. Kenn. and De Rossi in loc.; cf. cod. 
Baby!. IOIO A.D.); so BSZ. and BDB.; Ew. § 247 e, treats the word as an 
Aramaic form. The 1 with S•wa (De. Complutensische Varianten, 18 f.; Baer, 
Duodecim Prophetarum, 61) marks the apodosis; GK. rr2x; Ko. 4r5z.-
1::)~Q] Reg. use of JO= that thou no more shalt be priest; H. 41, 4 d; GK. 

• See Kit, I. 94; Di., We., Kue., Co. Einl., Bu. ZA W. XL 
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I19x.-m:!'m] Paral. with i;~~:; and dependent on ,,, presenting an addi
tional point, and further, because thou hast forgotten; cf, GK, II I x. - l"1"1ll'1 

i•n~N] Hosea uses n,m three times, viz. here and in 81· 12• In all three cases 
there is evident reference to a body of priestly instruction; on the original 
meaning of the word, see We. Pro/, 394; Sm. Rd. 36; Benz. Arch. 408, and 
art." Law and Justice," EB.; Now. Arch. II. 97; Dr., art." Law," DB.; but 
cf. Ko. Ojfenbarung, II. 347; Baudissin, Priesterthum, 207,- 'lN DJ] Triple 
emphasis; (a) as expressed by DJ, ( b) as expressed by the use of the pro
noun; (c) as indicated in the position of the pronoun. 

7-10, 12 a, b. The pn'ests' wickedness, their contagious exam
ple, and their abandonment of Yahweh. The wickedness of the 
priests is great in proportion to their number. They live on the 
vices of the people. Their punishment shall come upon them as 
a reward for their deeds. They shall perish, because, filled with 
sensuality, they have abandoned Yahweh their God, and gone to 
consulting with that which is wood. 

This strophe presents no irregularities; v.Il being made to follow v,m;, the 
logical difficulty involved in going from v.10 to v.11, and from v.11 to v.~ is 
avoided. Every line is a good trimeter. 

7. o.:i,,] 6 = oi;ii:i,:.~· -p] Bach, O•Jn,, without necessity, yet with force. 
-0,1.:i,] Geiger (Urschrift, p. 316; so Gr.), foll, Jew. Sopherim, ,.,,.:i,.
,1:,] Orn, with .S.-'1'0N] Read ,,,r.i,n with ,Sm; (so Geiger; Houtsma, ThT. 
IX. 6o; Oort, TkT. and Em.; Val., Ru., GAS., Marti; cf. Buhl, ZKW. 
188I, pp. 227 f.). Gr. ,.,,o,.-s. t'IN~n] 6F pl. (so Oort, Em.); 0, d.µ,a,prlar 
o ).cws µov folJlE,. Kohler (Bibi. Cesch. II. Pt. ii. 33 ff.), nN~i:,,-foN'] Bach, 
,,:iN' (?); Gardner, .I~ l:JN• = they consent to it. Bewer (.fBL. XXI. III f.), 
,i,~H•.-Cl1J1] 8 pl. Oet., Marti, and Now.i iJ'l'.--lNle"] Bewer would either 
read N'f: and om, previous ,N, rendering, "My people's sin shall devour it 
and their guilt shall take away its life," or change S11 to ,v = "and because 
of their guilt shall they take, etc." -11VDJ] In some Mss. crvnJ; so in all 
versions (so also Hi., Oort, Gr., Bach., Ru., Now., Oet.), Wii. and Marti, 
Wf,l.J; cf. GK. I45m.-9. r,,,,] Ru., on basis of ~•s ,,c.:i,, "1'i'''1 •l&e"N1, 

inserts '1'1;)~ p'?1;? ;-,1.:i.;,.-1,l:,)IJ .S pl. suff. as also in 1, and ,,i,i,,i,.-10. 13"1.ll'] 
Read J!Jl;';, foll. 6, Ka.rev/J{.,1wrrn, (so also We., Oort, Val,, Bach., Now.). 
:2:., 0. 'll'A'f/lJv,/Jf,uona,; F cessaverunt; .S ~· Ru., ·11'J?!• Gr. l'1!~~-

m.1] Perhaps to be read Ill~ (We., Oort, Now., Oet., Marti), - '10tu,] 6 
transl. as inf. expressing purpose and connects rim of v.11 with it as object; 
.S joins to v.11 and renders, ~;Q. Oort (ThT. and Em,) om. as gloss. 
Bach., foll. Saadia, supposes a nur to have been lost from end ofv.10, Now. 
and We., ']1?1f N~ (?). Gardner connects with it as obj. the first word of 
V,

11
, pointing r,1Ji. Oort and Marti suspect the last five words of v,10 to 
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be an editorial addition. - 12 a, b. 13)1.:1] 6 fp uvµf36Xois, perhaps originally 
u-vµ{JovXa,s = !'1llJIJ (so Stru., Seb.); cf • .$ .,..~;b.:)= ll"ll)l:J (Seb.). -':>Nit", 
i•l•] 6 pl. Gr. ':>1.nv.-1,po] 6 l, pd{Jao,s avrou = n,,po:i (Vol.). 

7. According to their number, so they sin against me] Cf. the 
rendering, " As many as they be, so many have sinned against 
me." • This is spoken of the priests, t not of the people, t as 
is shown by the meaning of v.8• The priestly numbers and in
fluence have prospered and grown with the progress of the 
kingdom under Jeroboam II. - They have exchanged their glory 
for shame] Thus following the Syriac (v.s.), and a reading cur
rent among Jewish writers. The substitution of my (i.e. God's) 
glory (v.s.) is forbidden by the context, which is dealing with 
the priest's degradation. For similar expressions, cf. Je. 2 11 

Ps. 10620• Their glory = their position. - 8. They feed on the 
sin of my people J This describes more distinctly the manner. of 
the priests' sin. Sin (nNt::ln) does not here mean sin-offering§ 
(the thought being that the priests encouraged the people to 
sin in order that they, the priests, might have the larger num
ber of sin-offerings, i.e. greater perquisites), for four reasons: 
(1) the parallel word is Jir,, iniquity; this seems to demand for 
MNt::ln the meaning sin; ( 2) in Hosea's times, while compensation 
was given to the priests (cf. 2 K. r216), it was not counted as 
an offering to Yahweh ; (3) to eat the sin-offering was no sin 
(Lv. 6'15. 26) ; (4) the sin-offering was unknown prior to Ezekiel. II 
Nor does it mean money paid as an expiation for sin,1 since 
"eat" can hardly be used with such an object. Nor may it 
be interpreted of the whole cultus as described in vs.11·18

• •• Nor 
can the rendering (v.s.) "My people shall eat sin, etc.," be justi
fied in view of the context, which is concerned primarily with 
the priest. The word is to be explained therefore as sin, or 
with the versions sins, and is interpreted (1) by )11' of the next 
line, (2) by 811 (cf. Am. 4•), in which Israel's sin is defined as 
belief in the efficacy of offerings to satisfy Yahweh, viz. "for 
Ephraim has made many altars to sin." The sin of the priests 

• GAS. t Ki., Che., Now. ! Sim., Ke., Wu., Or. 
~ Sim., Ke., Wu., Che., Or.; Sellin, Beitrllge ,. isr, u. jud. Rel. I. r6o f.; II. 303 f. 
U We. Pr(I/, 73; Now, ,i Marti, Rei. n3 r. "Baudissin. Pru,tertllum, 236, 

s 
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consists in encouraging the people in a false conception of 
Yahweh, in order that they may increase their gain. -And unto 
their iniquity they lift their souls] They direct their greed, their 
longing, their appetite, to the guilt of the people ; " they live 
upon the vice of the day";• cf. Je. 2227 Ps. 864 14J8 Pr. 1g18. 
The singular suffix is either to be changed to the plural (with 
versions), or read distributively. - 9. And so it becomes like 
people, like priest] The priest has become like, no better than, 
the people, his special privileges and his nearness to Yahweh 
now serving him no good.t It does not mean that the people 
have become like the priest, i.e. " they have fallen under ritual, 
doing from lust what the priests do from greed." t In the latter 
case v.9 would mark the transition from the priests to the people, 
who, contaminated by the priests' example, are corrupt and 
sensual; the thought here and in v.10 is of the people, and 
not of the priests. In the former case, v.9 continues the de
scription of the priests' wickedness and approaching punishment. 
-But I will visit punishment upon his ways, and his deeds I 
will requite to him] The priest shall suffer for his failure to 
perform aright his functions, for the conduct which has brought 
reproach upon his religion, and for his deeds which have been 
in violation of his vows. -10. And they shall eat and shall not 
find sah'.ifaction] Mi. 614 Lv. 2628• This is still spoken of the 
priests, as even those agree who would assign the following clause 
to t!Te..people. § The reference is to the sacrificial meal, in which 
the priest would take part with the worshipper. - They shall 
commit adultery and shall not find satisfaction] The sin referred 
to here is a part of the Baal cult which the Israelitish priests 
have introduced into the Yahweh-service. According to this, 
every woman was required to prostitute herself once in the 
temple with a priest. II Against the ordinary interpretation of 
the second clause, they shall not increase, i.e. the punishment 
of childlessness, is to be urged (a) the fact that increase of off
spring was not expected or desired from this immorality, (b) the 
8 reading (v.s.), which (cf. I S. 294) means to find satisfach'on. 

*GAS.in lot. 
tChe. 

:tGAS. §Wil. 
U Herodotus, L 199; Strabo. XI. o. ,;39-



tv. 8-c-ro, 12 

lf the sin fa that of the people, the ordinary interpretation is 
more appropriate. Cf. non din'gentur,· * es soll ihnen nicht 
gelingen,t-For they have lift off heeding Yahweh] The priests 
by their conduct have actually abandoned Yahweh, and now there 
follows what would naturally be expected and what furnishes the 
transition to the next strophe. -12 a, b. ( Yea) My people ask 
counsel at their wood J This is the climax. The priests have 
turned the people away and will no longer themselves have occu
pation, for the wooden teraphim are sought for advice ; cf. 88 

2 S. 2
1 1623.-Their staff declares to them the oracle] This may 

be (1) a staff with a wooden image carved on the top; t (2) the 
diviner's wand (cf. Ez. 21 21, where the king of Babylon combines 
divination by arrows with consultation of the teraphim); (3) a 
miniature asherah, or sacred tree, the foregoing "wood" being 
applied to the ordinary asherah; thus the entire charge would 
be directed against surviving elements of tree-worship.§ 

7. p ... .:,] Correlation, cf. 1 S. 918 Ps. 12r, Jo. 2'; Ko. 371 0.-c,1:i.:,] 
Position emph. -11S1,.:,J J = price; cf. Ps. w620 Je. 21!; and GK, n9p; 
Ko. 332 o. -,•011] This is not impossible; 'but ,,,tin seems much better. -
11-u~n, ,,,i:n] Pres, pfs.-8. !'1H!:ln] Emph. pos.; cf. Ko. 339m.-1',.:,11,, IHIU•] 
Freq. impfs, - 1voi] = appetite, desire; cf. Sellin, Beitrage, II. 303 f.; 
Briggs, JBL. XVI. 25 f. On force of suff. cf. Ko. 348 v.; GK. 145 m. -
9. n•n1] = and it shall be, not, "thus it comes to be" (GAS). - rn.:,.:, CJlJ] 
The .:, is really a subst., lit., the similitude of the people, etc.; cf. Ko. 371 g. 
_,,',',;,01 ,,,,,] Chiasm; sg. suff. used collectively.-10. itiiuS lJ!Jl] This 
expression is awkward, and might be improved by omitting itiiuS, which 
stands in a peculiar place, and furnishes a construction of which no other 
example appears (i.e. ', with inf. after JlV), For other suggestions v.s.-
12 a, b. •r.i•J Pathetic: - My people, consulting their wood, while their 
staff declares to them the divine will ! 

11, 12 c-14 c. The madness of the people in their sensual 
indulgence. Indulgence in wine and harlotry has driven the 
people mad; everywhere is sensuality to be seen; but the young 
women who engage in lewdness do not deserve punishment ; it 
is rather their fathers, whose example they follow, who shall suffer. 

• Jer, ! Pococke. 
t Lu.; cf. Stuck. f So WRS. Sem. 196; cf. Foote, JBL. XXI. 36. 



260 HOSEA 

The poetic form oi this strophe is simple and regular. Two points only 
deserve notice: (r) v.14<1 has already been transferred to follow v.4; (2) •:, 
ni:>i :,u:i (v.13) is probably a gloss (cf, Now.), added for explanation when 
the usage had died out, Such an explanation would not have been needed 
in Hoiee.'s time. 

11. l"llJI] 6 connects with v.10 (v,s.). .$ (v.s.) renders, And they loved 
fornication; Arabic seems to use -,orv', from preceding verse, that they may 
urve fornication and drunkenness.-1"] Versions prefix 1,-:i',] 6 makes 
subj., joining with it 'l?P of following verse. .$ adds suff. = c:iS. Ru. regards 
vs.11 and 14 d as a proverb originally placed on the margin by some reader ( so 
Now.).-12 c, d. i"l)ll"\i"I] Read with .SF, cpni"I (so Gr., Bach., Ru., We., Now., 
Oort (Em.), Oet., Hal.). Marti, iripz;,ri.-c.:,•i"li:>NJ Bach. CD'~~~--13. 1"1'?111] 
Now. sugg. that a vb. has dropped out after this word, which expressed the 
licentious practices of the men, or that it stood in place of i"IS'.1' J1!:l ,:,, which 
may well be a gloss. We. would supply the missing vb. after i"l~'.I' J1!:l •:,. 

In view of these suggestions Gardner proposes to read 1',p, l"\lJJi:> = they go 
up to the harlots, or 1',p, mo.:i~ for nS10 i"IJJS.-i"IS1] 6 om. suff. Gr. c1~--
14. "1lj)DN 11SJ (!J joins to v.13 by .:a!; sol!,, Bach. (Pr.) '!lN l<l!:1,-0J•mJ.:i 
c:i•mS, ... J Gr. changes suff. to 3d pl. c::i-,-i"IJ!lNll"I] Bach. (Pr.) adds 
after this, C;:)'t/ Sp], - en] .$ fem. = n;::i, -ii"1!l'] Gr. ,,1,i (so Oet., Marti). 
Hal. 1.:1''1R:, they sacrifice. 

11. Harlotry, wine, and new wine take away the brain] The 
prophet introduces the new strophe with one of the many "wise 
sayings" which were familiar to him, moral sayings which consti
tuted the stock in trade of the wise men who sat in the gate. 
Other examples of the use of wisdom sayings may be foun<l in 
4H.Hd 6° 87 • 10

12 r, 149
• This saying formed a most appropriate 

introduction to a strophe which pictures the wildest possible in
dulgence of passion. -12 c, d. For the spirit ef harlotry has led 
them astray] They are actuated by an impulse which leads to 
harlotry; cf. the use of "spirit " in this same sense with "jeal
ousy" (Nu. 5H), "perverseness" (Is. 1914), "uncleanness" (Zc. 
1J2). * - And they have played t/ze harlot from under their God] 
Cf. 12.-13. Upon the tops of the mountains they sacri.ice] Cf. 
1 K. 1423 2 K. 1710 Je. 2

00 J6. This was the Canaanitish practice, 
and, as such, is condemned. Mountains and hilltops were sacred 
because regarded as nearest the abode of the deity; cf. the "bare 
places" of Je. J2.-And upon the hills they make offerings] Cf. 

*Che, 
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Am. 45
; also v.s., pp. 133 £.-Under oaks, etc.] Something seems 

to be wrong here. Gardner's suggestion (v.s.) is not without merit. 
Besides the difficulty already mentioned is the logical connection 
with what follows: -Therefore your daughters, etc.] This is a 
natural element in the situation; it could hardly be otherwise, 
for the religion thus cultivated demands licentiousness. -14. I 
will not punish your daughters ••. nor your spouses] The paral
lelism corresponds exactly to that of v.13

• Guilty as they may be, 
these women do not deserve punishment. - For they themselves 
with harlots go aside] i.e. the elders, the priests; to the leaders 
belongs the blame for the situation. Observe the change from 
2d pers. ye to the 3d pers. they; cf. Gn. 492.1a, 2sa Jos. 712 b Is. 1 5 

1 K. 1 2 b.* -And with consecrated harlots they sacnfice] £.e. pro
fessional prostitutes connected with the ceremonial of worship 
(v.i.). 

11. t:11-,,n, I"] Fermented and unfermented wine. Omission of 1 with I''' 
favors the reading of 8 which takes nm with v.1°.-np•] Frequentative 
impf.; H. 2r, 3; Dr. § 33 (b), The vb. is in sg., because the compound sub
ject expresses one idea, debauchery; Ko. 349 r. -12 c, d. Note the chiastic 
arrangement of these two clauses. -13, pL,N] Oak, a tree closely related to 
the ;i':,N, terebinth, as the two words evidently go back to the same root. 
- i"IJ.J':i] If the text is accepted, is·of uncertain meaning; its only other occur-

✓.• 
rence is in Gn. 3037, Its Arabic cognate ~ favors the meaning storax, 
and so 8 translates in Gn. 3o37• But here 8 and .S render AEVK-/j (poplar) 
which seems to be the only suitable sense (Low, Aramaische Pjianzennamen), 
These three nouns, standing in the sg., and without the article, are used in a 
generic sense, each representing its class. - 13. Note chiasm in last two 
clauses. -14. ,.,.,ll'] They go apart, i.e. from the sanctuary, It is clear that 
the nw-,p and their companions withdrew from the sanctuary itself; cf, 
Herod. I. 199, (/;w Tov lepofJ, and other evidence cited by WRS. Sem. 455, 
There seems to be no occasion to follow Ru. in supposing that .,.,!l designated 
any special ceremonial action.-nwip;,J Literally, conucrated ones, i.e. women 
who had sacrificed their virtue in honor of Astarte; cf. Assyr. ~adistu, Such 
sacred prostitutes were common in ancient sanctuaries; cf. Strabo, XI. 532; 
Gil-ga-mes Epic; WRS. Sem. 45S; Jeremias, lzdubar, 59 f.; Benz. Arch. 428 f.; 
Now. Arch. II. I 32, 307; Jastrow, Ref. 485; Che., art." Harlot," EB.; W. P. 
Paterson, art." Harlot," DB.; and the many references to the devotee, or 
sacred prostitute, in the Hammurabi Code, e.g. §§ uo, 127, 178, 182; see 

• See Kil. Stil. 238 f. Marti unnecessarily changes all the suffixes in vs,13. u to 
the 3d pers, 
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R. F. Harper, Code of Hammurabi (1904); Cook, The Laws of Mom ana 
the Code of Hammurabi, 149 f. Religious prostitution of this sort was dis• 
tinctly prohibited by the Deut. Code (Dt. 2311£). 

15-19. Though Israel is committed to idolatry may Judah 
not follow her example, nor resort to the places of idolatrous 
worship. Israel is given over to idols ; she goes from bad to 
worse ; her rulers are enamoured of infamy. An enemy will sud
denly and violently carry her away. 

If v.16 is authentic, this strophe, like the preceding one, consists of twelve 
lines. Here, strangely enough, as in strophe 1, the :,th and 8th lines are 
lengthened, as if to indicate by their very length the sadness and seriousness 
of the situation. The authenticity of v.16, or at least of 15 a, is denied by 
many (so e.g. We.; Sta. G VI. I. 577; Co. Einl. 172; Che. in WRS. Proph.; 
Gu., GAS., Now.; Seesemann, 2of.; Marti, EB. 2122; but cf. Hal.) on the 
following grounds : the reference to Judah is forced and unnatural, lying 
aside from the prophet's thought in the preceding and following context; 
the sentiment concerning Judah is radically different from that expressed 
elsewhere in Hosea e.g. 55• io. is. 14 64; and the awkwardness of the address 
to Israel when the thought is directly concerned with Judah; but it may 
perhaps be said that Judah's affairs were always closely connected with those 
of Israel, and this mention would serve only to make more pointed the 
rebuke of Israel. 

lli. :ii,i-oit) 8.SU. join with v.H. -Olt'N• ~N] 8 µ:,, d.-y..&, = Olt'Nn ~N; 
.S = Cf?.'!:!IJ ~N (so also Ru.), with ~it,rv• subj. and :i,1:i• obj.-:i,m•] 6 inserts 
KO.i before it,and joins with foll. vb, so ii,; F supplies saltem. -J1N n•J] 6 £ls 
rov olKov •cb; 'A., 2:., e. els o1Kov d.vwrpeJ,.oiJs; 'I[ ~Nn•J; ii, in domum Og. 
One cod. of 6 adds here the end of Am. 56.-l)1Jrvn] Insert here, with We. 
and Now., )):lit' '1N:i:i (v.i.). Ru. supposes some such word as ci;,,c~tc~ to 
have fallen out.-16. :i,,o] F lasciviens.-cp,,] Oort (Em.), cp,,n. Hal. 
op-,, N~.-17. ,,:in] We, "\:in (so Ru., Now.). Bach. (Pr.), '11JJ,~,-1, ru:iJ 
8 tO,,Kev io.1mi, tTKdvoo.J,.o., (so ii,); perhaps 6 represents some word that 
has been lost; 'A., e. d.vh-o.11ue11 eo.11Tc;i; F dimitte eum. Gr., foll. 6, n•J:, 
~,rv.:ic ,,. Bach. (Pr.), ~~!:!f· Ru. c•·wic 1~ !'.1'~:;t, using ,o of v.18 ; cf. 6. Oort 
(Em.), ,S,nJ:i. Muller (SK. 1904, p. 124), 1~ nJry (cf. 2 K. 1729). Marti om. 
as gloss. -18. 011:io ,o] 6 Jipenu,11 Xo.vo.vo.Covs ( = c•~~p;i '11'.'~), so IL; 
'.ET uparatum est convivium eorum; .S om.; • A. lf.pxwv tTt1f,''ll"01Tfo11 o.tn-wv; 
2:. freKXuev TI! trllf,'11"6u1ov o.~Twv. ~ evidently read "11:' for ,o. Jer. renders 
6 by provocavit Canan, which represents fJpE01,re; hence Vol. proposes :i,o 
for ,o. Read 0•11.::ib ,b (so Houtsma, Th T. IX. 6o; We., Oet., Marti). Ru. 
C'lVDJ -11<:i. Hd; Cl!JD ,o c.i = when their carousal is over (so Che., GAS.). 
G~~-1:1~1o;i0 g:,,-,w. Oort (Em.)1 :iirn c':';i 011:ic ,c,, llich. (Pr.) 1 c1i101 g,;i-,o, 

• 1 Y' "' t\7 7 -1 t ff 
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to be joined with v.1!, Gardner, o•t:t?D i~' - ,:i:i 1:1:111] 6 ~-yd,i-t1a-a .. ; 

'.B' dilexerunt; .$ ~;o; 2:. 1hd,i-11a-a• d.-ycfr11•, With 8.5:El" and some 
Heb. Mss., omit ,:in (so, e.g., Dathe, New., Hi., Oort (ThT. and Em.), Val., 
Gu., Gr., Ru., GAS., Now., Hal.), Wii. tJ~t'l :I::!~,· Sim, ·1:II)t;' :ih';! (Houtsma, 
Wkl. Untersuch.). Bach. S;i11 1:11111.-n,JJO 11Sp] 6 d.nµ.la" EiC <f,pvd-yµ.a-ror 
ain-ijs; '.B' aj[erre ignomini;;,_m frotectores efus,- 2:. oli .;, {3o,j6E,a dnµ.!a; 

Pr> _,._ p V 

$ l~?O 1r-~· Many, foll. 6, DJiN~T,l 'i' or ;,~INJD (Houtsma, Gr.; Oort, 
ThT. and Em.; Vol., Val., Gu,, GAS.). Cappellus, Q'J~O 'i'• Ru. 0'.)'lJr 'i', 
Bacb. ,;~z:i (or Pr. C(:l'J[NC) C('.'''.?r,P .,~~. connecting first word of v.19 with v.1s. 
Wkl. ( Untersuch.), cpN~ CJISi;, the last word being joined with v.19• Bottcher, 
1;'.)JD ·p. -19. ,,1] 6 O'VO'Tpo,t,,j; , A. ev8euµ.w•; 2:. WO''ll"Epd TLS 8,jo-ELE; 

V 

.S!, .,.;;,,.~~=will howl; lL haec conversio. Gr. ,.,!I;'! Ru, ,,,3, Oort (Em.), 
:i,,s. Uet, C['~~(?). - n,,] Bach. (Pr.) would insert some such vb. as 
:'!Qi;~, or :it;1~!• or M~l;)~j cf. Oet.,who sugg. C['';!W'/•-m,u-t] 6 uv eI (= :ii;,t:t); 
'A. (,i->Ei1µ.a.) a.in-ijq ,51![;2:. om.; '.B' eum. Wkl. nh\t-1 or lr,it,1, Oort, ci;,111 (so 
Gr., Val., Now., Hal.). -cmn:im] Read ci:;1nrrr;iz:i with 6 e1< -rw• 8vu,au'TT/
pl111v a.in-w•; so $l![;lL and Arabic (so also We., Wkl. Untersuc!z., Bach., 
Oort,Em.; Val., Ru,,Gu.,Now.,Da.DB.II.425, Oet., Marti). Gr. cmmi(?), 

15. Although thou, Israel, p!a,y the harlot] For the reasons 
urged against regarding v.1Da as genuine, v.s. Noteworthy is the use 
of the participle to express the continuance of the action. - Let 
not Judah become guilty] i.e. let Judah keep herself free from 
contact with that by which Israel has been contaminated. The 
admonition to Judah closes with this brief exhortation.* - Come 
not to GttKal] cf. Am. 44 55 also Ho. u 11

; addressed to Israel,t 
not Judah, t although Judah may have been prone to go to Gilgal 
( cf. 2 K. 818 163 Ez. 2313). The northern Gilgal is of course in
tended (v.s., pp. 91 f.). -Nor go up to Beth-aven] Cf. Am. 45 55 1 K. 
12w-u ; copied from Amos, § and as before an intentional pun on 
the name of Bethel. On "go up" with Bethel, cf. Ju. 1 22 1 S. 10s. 

-And swear not in Beersheba, "By the life of Yahweh"] Cf. 
Am. 814 : "As thy way, 0 Beersheba, lives." The insertion of 
"in Beersheba" 11 is justified by the parallelism of the context, 
which demands in this line the name of a town, and by the 
analogy of Am. 55 814• Swearing by Yahweh was not regarded as 
sinful Qe. 3816), but was permitted (Je. 42) and, indeed, later 

• Cf. Hi., who would extend it to v.U or v,19, 
l Ki,, Os., Schmidt, Geb,, et aJ. § Ew. 

t Abar., Cal,, et al. 
II We,, Now., GAS, 
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commanded (Dt. 613 1000). In Am. 55 the prohibition is against 
coming to Beersheba for worship. It is quite certain therefore 
that a word designating the place has fallen out. Without this 
word the passage has been taken to prohibit ( 1) the blending of 
the name of the true God with those of idols ( cf. Zp. 15 Ez. 20, 

2 Cor. 615); • ( 2) swearing by Yahweh as a local god, cf. Am. 814, 
@.t-16. Yea, like a stubborn heifer, Israel acts stubborn.ry] Cf. 
II4 Je. 3118 Dt. 3215

• This stubborn rebelliousness is seen in 
Israel's unwillingness to follow the leadings of her master Yahweh; 
there is no reference, however, to the yoke of the law. t - Can 
Yahweh now feed them like a lamb in a broad place?] Not a 

declarative sentence indicating that Israel will be like a lamb 
in a great pasture-field, open to attack on every side and with
out proper protection,§ but, although no interrogative particle is 
found, a question implying surprise. The connection with the 
preceding clause is close; Israel being a stubborn heifer, how 
can she expect to be shepherded like a lamb? The " broad 
place"= plenty and prosperity; cf. Ps. 1819 318 u85 Is. 302:'. 
•~ here means yea, not but; and the connection with v.15, while 
not close, is assured. II -17. Ephraim is wedded to idols; leave 
him alone] The figure is that of husband and wife ( cf. Mal. 
2H) ; 1 of such a character was the "mystic relationship" of the 
idolater and his God (Is. 4411 ; cf. 1 Cor. 10m).** The accusation 
here is not that of following strange gods, but of using idols to 
represent Yahweh, as, e.g. in the case of the calves and the 
Baalim. The latter half of the verse is a rhetorical imperative 
addressed to the audience ; the thought being that it is useless to 
try to reform Israel; he must be left to meet his well-deserved 
fate. -18. A band of topers I they devote themselves to harlotry] 
The text of vs.18

·
19 is very difficult, perhaps hopelessly corrupt (so 

Nowack). This rendering is based upon a slight change of text 
(v.s.). The A.V. "their drink is sour "tt is impossible; likewise 
"their drinking is degenerated" (cf. Je. 2

21
); tt and" he is gone after 

• Ki., Abar., Cal., Ros., Hd., Pu., Ke., Wii. t Hi., Or., We. 
1 Ki., Abar., Geb., Bauer, ,t al. § Cal., 0s., Ros., Hd., Ke., Wii. 
II So Abar., Ew., Hi., St., Che., We., Now., GAS. ~ Ros., Sim. "'* We. 
tt Lit. depart.s ( cf. Is. 122) ; so Ros., Pu.; cf. rend. putrid, of offmsi'lle smell; 

tiO Ki., Cal, t: Ew., Ke, 
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their wine."* On the basis of~(!!: it will be "their drunkenness 
over (i.e. when their carousal is over) they indulge in harlotry." t 
Following the example of the versions (v.s.) many have attempted 
to find an interpretation by changing the text (v.s.), e.g. Ruben," he 
provoked the Sabaeans" ; Graetz, "their princes are drunken " ; 
Gardner," they have turned aside (they have become) drunkards"; 
Bachmann," briers and thorns" (to be taken with v.11). Neither 
the causative idea, viz. "they strive to lead others to idolatry" ( cf. 
410 53 2 Ch. 21

13);t nor the idea of threat, "they shall commit 
whoredom enough," i.e. will exhaust themselves in it (cf. inf. abs. in 
Am. 98

) § seems to have been intended; but rather the thought that 
when weary of drunkenness, they plunge into licentiousness ; they 
go from bad to worse. - Her rulers have fallen in love with shame J 
Here again the text is uncertain ; the rendering adopted involves 
a slight change of text ( cf. Ps. 8817) -11 "Shield," the literal ren
dering, is used figuratively of rulers (cf. Ps. 891s 479). With ~(!!: 
as basis, the sin mentioned was that of: ( r) bribery, "the princes 
love (to say) give ye (a bribe for the perversion of justice), and 
this is a shame" ; 1 or, ( 2) loving shame, "her princes love, they 
give shame," i.e. so love shame as to give it to others.** Of special 
interest are the following interpretations (v.s.): (1) ~,"they love 
shame rather than her pride," i.e. Yahweh; (2) "their sceptres, or 
scales, are lighter than a grain of corn" (the first word of v.19 being 
joined with v .18) ; tt ( 3) " in their gardens they love shame " ; ; ; 
(4) "they loved their shame; their pride the wind carries, etc." 
(the last word of v.18 being read with v.19

); §§ "on account of 
their gardens their faces shall blush." 1111-19. A wind has envel
oped (i.e. will sweep) her in its wings] Israel shall be carried 
away with the suddenness and violence of a wind-storm ( cf. Is. 
5,13).,1 It is not the disappointment which comes from finding 
oneself wholly dependent upon what proves to be wind, i.e. noth
ing.*** With this idea may be compared the expression" wings of 
the wind" (Ps. 1810 1043

), and in 1J15
" the east wind." ttt-And 

* New. t Abar., Hd., GAS., et al.; cf. RV. t Ros. § Hi. 
II So many, including Hi., Che., Gr., Ru., Val., Oort, Gu., Now., GAS., Hal. 

"ii AE., Ki., Grat. ** Abar. tt Bach. tt Ru. §§ Wkl. 1111 Marti, 
"il"il Ki., Ros., Hi., Che., et al. 
*** So AE., Ki., Abar., Cal.; cf. Schmidt, pp. l86 f, tit Wu., Now.a 
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they shall be ashamed of their altars] Cf. 811• This requires the 
adoption of @ and ~ (v.s.). 

15. CM] With concessive force, though: and so representing Israel's case 
as irremediable (Wii.); cf. GK. I6oa; Ko. 394a.-:iJ1] Used figuratively, 
in emphatic position,-011111•] The use of the 2d pers. by 6 and $6 makes 
the construction much more natural; however, sudden transitions from one 
person to another are not so uncommon as to necessitate adoption of the 
reading of 6 (cf. I K. 1 11 Is. 16 Ez. 2ot0 296 f,, and v. Ko. Stil. 238ff.),
:,i1:,,J Is construed here as masc,, the thought of the people being dominant; 
cf. Ko. 249 b. -l'Jllf .,MJJ] An additional argument for this insertion is the 
pun that it furnishes; cf. 111-1 r,•J and common prophetic usage, e.g. Mi. 11H. 

-n,:,, •n] Lit. living is Yahweh; cf. our as true as I live; Ew.8 329a.
l6. Note the alliterative recurrence of -, in 16 ", -:'l.,llJ] Cf. Am. 41 for use 
of same figure.-17, ,,Jn) On the use of the cstr., cf. Ko. 3360.-11:,-m;i] 
For similar use of this vb.,v. 2 K. 2J18; cf. Ko. 289d. -18. c•NJD io] (v.s.) 
A band of topers ! This reading satisfies the context and involves but slight 
change in the consonants of the text. The phrase may be taken as exclama
tory or as a casus pendens,-iJ:, 1J:iN] 1Ji't seems to have arisen through 
dittography, not being found in the chief versions. Bach.'s conjecture (v.s.) 

is unnecessary. Other treatments of 1J:, are: (a) denom. from ~. to 
ftar, i.e. love and fear shame (Mich.); (b) from Jl;i, consecrate, used' a; adv., 
"they bring with zeal their shameful gifts" (Bauer, transl. po as gift); 
(c) = 1J:,• in pf. and in verbal appos. with 1J:,11 = they love to give shame 
(i!t, Jer., Ros.); (d) the two words to be read as one: 1J1'11J,ii,c (cf. •Jl!"l!"IDY, 

Ps. 8817), (Fiirst, Lex,; Mau., Hi., Hd., Pu., Ke., Or.).-19. ,,1] The 
versions, with the exception of $, support the existing text. It is unnecessary 
(1) to supply nn1,1, or MNll'l (Bach.; cf. Oet.); (2) to make the verb -,-,s 
fem, pf. (Oort), or impf. (Gr.), or verbal noun (Ru.). A proph. perf. Note 
the use of n1, as masc. with this vb., but as fem, with suff. ~\,-• - :imi-c] 
The use of the fem. sg. suff. here is difficult to account for, being preceded 
and followed by masc. pl. forms referring to Israel. Moreover, Hosea rarely 
uses the sign of the definite object (Now.). Bach.'s conjecture that this is a 
corruption of Cl'IN, which was a remnant of an original C~Mt/, is attractive, 
but involves the connection of "\"\l with the preceding verse, for which there 
is no sufficient ground. -1111J•1] An impf. with 1 conjunctive following a 
proph, perf. and denoting a coordinate circumstance; cf., however, Ko. 147 a. 
- ci;11n~ir;ii;,] This reading is supported by 811 and by the fact that nJr does 
not form a plural with fem. ending. 

§ 7. The Guilt of Priests and Princes, and their Punishment. 
51-1\ Israel has become defiled under the leadership of the 
priests and princes, who do not know Yahweh, and, therefore, have 
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been faithless to him. Punishment will be inflicted ; this will 
be twofold, viz. from without, an invading army which will lay 
waste the land; also, from within, corruption and anarchy with 
civil war ; the moth, and the lion. 

This piece, consisting of four twelve-line strophes, trimeter movement, has 
suffered little or no change. Strophe I (vs.I-8) indicates the responsible per
sons; strophe 2 (vs.H) describes the relation of these persons to Yahweh. 
Strophe 3 ( vs.8-11) pictures the destruction as coming from without, viz. an 
invading army; strophe 4 (vs,12-14) pictures the destruction as coming from 
within, viz. corruption and anarchy. The four strophes divide themselves 
very naturally into two groups of two each (cf. the Massoretic Perasheth, D). 
Each double strophe is introduced with a phrase inviting attention, viz. 
Hear this (v.1) and Blow the trumpet (v.8). 

V. 1-7. The priests and pn·nces, a snare to Israel (1-8); their 
ignorance of Yahweh and consequent faithlessness to him (¼--7). 
(r) The priests and princes have proven to be a snare in which 
Israel has been entrapped; for Israel has been led by them into 
harlotry, and has become unclean. (2) They are filled with the 
spirit of harlotry and do not understand Yahweh. They will fail 
to find him when they seek him; for he will have withdrawn. 
Alas, they have dealt treacherously with Yahweh; for they have 
abandoned him for another. 

1. S1<iw• n,:i] Oet. and Meinhold treat these words as a gloss. - MDiroS] 
eJ TV <T1Co11'1~, not treating it as a name; so' A. TV O"JC071'EV<T<,; ~- TV 71'11.aTEli; 

••y 

1T speculationi; ~ JiJ'l/7~7; :0 J.cc:,~; 11, speluncae in visitatione.-,,:in] 
6 TO 'ITaf36p,oP; 'A. Oa{Mp; ~. T0° llp,oP; 0. TOP lJpvp.6P; ~ C;. ,~r::,; 11, in 
statum in se. -2. 1jl'OJ.rM c,r::,t, r,r::,nrv1] 6 ll ol d,yp,voPTes Tl711 Or,pa.v 1CaTE1t"}~a11 

= c,r,r::,~ 1r,r::,w (so also Bauer); ~. and E', ,ca! Ov<TlaP ••• ; 1T et victimas 
': ; T a: P ,._ PV 

dec!inastis in profundum. $$ ~ o;,!:Ail ~l' ,,...lo; U, quam qui 
venantur confixerunt bestiam. The following readings for this clause deserve 
consideration: Vol. 'PM c,nr,iw •nr,ici,. Seb. 'J1M c•wn c,-,,:n = and hunters 
going round about lay snar~;.' U~b.'1m c•~tef'.'.' !"I!)~;_ ami'ihe pit of Shittim 
they have made deep (so We., Che., Ru., GAS. Now., Oort (Em.), Marti). 
Val. foll. a sugg. of We. ;i~1op C'lflo/~ nnrv1. Gr. 'PM ;i~!Qif'l? M!i1~lf1, Houtsma, 
'PM c•or::,\!'M nnw,. Bach. (Pr:) c•ov;i c•tlnw ;ir,in-w cw,, Linder (SK. XXXIII. 
741), ;Jl•M ~,r:;,i-;,tfl'f• Oet.';m c,r;ii,i~ 1"1~~1- B~~h: ~'1?~7 'l:l~lfl? 'J:llfl~t)· Ew. 
'J1M c•r;ir 1'1~QI¥) (so Sim.). Oort, '))M 1"11'.'.1~;- Hal. ;'ll::)M!V:J or cr,;inrv:i. Che. ( CB.), 
1n D'r;>fr;!l nnrr,, Mullee (SK, 1904, p. 124), ?9~w1.-•JN1] Read J'Ml (so Che,, 
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Marti). -"ltll0] 6 H<lieur-1,s = "l![l~J? (so also Oort (Em.)); !iS J?;j; l:J eru
ditor, Umb, "lt;11i:-, fetter (so Linder, SK. XXXIII. 742). Gr. "IP.'.~· Oort, 
"l'l?'0. Hal. "li-10.-0',:,':,J I§ i,µwv (= o.:,',),-3, nn;,J Read :,~~ (so We., 
Now,, Oet.).- :,n•Jrn] 6 ll;pr6pveuu,v = nJt:i; so i\l:J (so also Ru., Oort 
(Em.)), Some Heb. Mss. :,r,Jm, Oet, and Marti, ~•.i;. We. and Now, treat 
8b as an explanatory gloss. -4. lJn'] We. suspects the text and suggests 
some vb. meaning "forsake." Oet. foll • .S o-un, {so Hal., Now.2, Marti). 
Bach. lJfl]:,-c:,,':,',vo] 6 rli li,a{Jou"'A.u1. ,ulrwv. 'A. i1r<T'YJli•vµa-ra; 2:. fJouMs; 
e. -yvwµ'Y}v, Oort, Cf.1'7.7J.',-5. i"IJ))l] 6 Kai ra1rE<vw0,)tr6ra,; cf. ii ~1:1.lo 
= 1'1Jfl, (Seb.; so also Oort), Marti, n;,il1,- C'"lllNl 1n1,rv11] Orn. one of the 
words (so Oet., Marti). We. om. both.-1':>1VJ1 ] 6 dtr0,v,juouu,v.-':>1V::i] 
6.S=Sv:,1 (so also Oort, ThT. and Em.; Ru., Oet.), or Sll!J' (so also We., 
Gr.).-6. cij,JJI 0JN~J] 6 om. suff.-1Nrn1] 6 adds aur6v.-rSn] 6 
precedes by /fr, ( = '?); so also ,S. Oort ( Th T. and Em,), 9':>n. Oet, 
1'~~ or 1'~\)J--7. 'm n,:,,.:,J 6 8n -ro11 Kvprnv, K,T,A. Marti,'~? 1iJJ 'J en ,::, 
(so Now.2).-1,S•J 6 l-yenrfiO'YJtravauro,s (= 117;), .S o~ol,-nnp] !6 om. 
the entire clause.-v,n] 6 1/ ipvulfJ'YJ, mildew (=w-i.r:i.=0-i_i,.); We. sugg. 
that 6 may be a corruption of epus, which was a t~inslite;ation of lll"ln. 

Arabic, t.WJI. Grotius and Che. ( CB.), S1D(l. Ru. 1hpr,. Bach. ::i-,_h or 
(Pr.), J)IJ (so Hal.: cf. Oet.). We. J'"ln1(?). New. i:'Jm, Oort, nmrvo (ThT. 
and Em:,: so Val., and Marti, who supposes a verb, J'"!!:l~) or 1:i71J.;1, to have 
fallen out from after it). Gr, nNl Jti·J_i, Oet. D;.r:) or J!-9 c\11in,-c:,,p':,n] 
Oet. o,,,,,on. 

1. 0 priests ... house of Israel, and house of the king . •.. ] 
The address is threefold, viz. to the priests, who have especially 
received rebuke in former statements; to the people (viz. the entire 
Northern Israel, not the elders*), who likewise have been entan
gled by and with the priests; and then, a step forward being 
taken as if by an afterthought (the chiasm is noticeable), there is 
added, the house of the king ( cf. Isaiah's address to the house of 
David, Is. i 8), i.e. the court, including the royal family. In this 
addition, the thought of the prophet begins to concern itself, as it 
has not before done, with the political side. A little later, this 
thought becomes predominant; for it is true that, after all, the 
king and court could control the priests. The prophet, however, 
does not direct the sermon especially to the court.t With this 
arraignment, cf. Is. 12 Mi. 1 2 Jo. 1 2• - Hear ... hearken ... 
give ear] These three verbs present a climax, the second being 

•AE. tSo We. 
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more specific than the first, and the third than the second. - For 
for you is tlze judgment] Very different from Mi. J1, " Is it not for 
you to know judgment?" but all the more true because Micah's 
statement holds good. The " you " does not refer exclusively to 
the court (" Yea, 0 house of the king, give ear, because to you 
belongs the administration of judgment "), although this would 
(a) explain the •:;i which is otherwise difficult, ( b) suit the par
allelism, and (c) be favored by Mi. J1 Dt. 1 17.* It refers rather 
to all the persons addressed. Judgment, here, is not the act of 
judging as in Mi. 31, but the sentence of the judge, 1 K. 328 Ps. 172, 

here unfavorable, as in Is. 538 J e. 1
16 412 395

• This sentence ( cf. 
also v.13) points to the position occupied by Israel in relation to 
Assyria, perhaps in the reign of Menahem (cf. 2 K. 1519•20), and 
to the ultimate destruction of the Northern kingdom which was 
soon to follow.-A snare ... a net.... (v.~ a pit] This is the 
triple figure, borrowed from the hunter, employed to designate the 
entanglement into which Israel has fallen. For similar usage, cf. 
Am. i 1 S. 26ro Ps. 109 112• The rendering pit rests upon a 
restored text (v.s.). - On llfizpah •.. on Tabor . .• of Shittim] 
Mizpah = Mizpah of Gilead, Ju. 10

17 
II

1
1. 

29
; also= Ramoth 

Gilead, Jos. 20
8 

2138 2 K. 91
· "'· 

14
; also= Ramath-Mizpeh, Jos. 

1328• This was the place consecrated by Jacob (Gn. 31~; 
perhaps es-Salt in Belk'a.t Tabor ( = Jehebet Tor) was in the 
territory of Issachar and Zebulon (cf. Ju. 46).-2. Shittim (cf. 
text above), also called c•~w,, ',:i~, was a camping-place of Moses 
and Joshua (Nu. 251 Jos. 2 1 J1). It was here that the affair of 
Baal-Peor took place. These three places were celebrated, per
haps, for the peculiarly seductive character of the worship which 
they represented. For other renderings of the first clause of v.2, 

v.t'. - And then is no correction for any of them J This t is more 
consistent with the context than, "And I am a rebuke to all of 
them,"§ although the latter is the more commonly accepted 
meaning, and, according to Wellhausen, furnishes the transition 
from the priests to the people, from the seducer to the seduced. 
- 3. I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me J i.e. "It is 

* Cf. Rashi. tChe. 
t But cf. GAS. HG. 587f. § Ew., Hi., Sim., Now., GAS. 
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I who know, etc.," in striking contrast with the oft-repeated state
ment that Israel does not know Yahweh. - Yea thou, 0 Ephraim, 
hast committed harlotry, and Israel zs defiled] For text (v.s.). 
The •.;, cannot mean for unless it goes back to v. n. - 4. Their 
doings do not suffer them to return to their God] This rendering,* 
making" doings" the subject, is preferable to the other rendering, 
"They do not frame their doings to return, etc.," t which makes 
it the object. For one use of rri,, 1 Ch. 2219

; for the other, Ju. 3'iB 
151 I S. 182 241 Gn. 206

• -For the spirit ef harlotry is within 
them] i.e. in their constitution. -And Yahweh they do not know] 
See 2

8
· 

00 46 66 82
• This is the burden of Hosea's preaching ; lack 

of a proper appreciation of the character of Yahweh has led Israel 
into all sorts of corruption. t - 5. But the pride ef Israel shall tes
tify to his face] This rendering of :,,i., § ( = •w, cf. ~ ), ( 1) goes 
better with the following preposition !l ; ( 2) suits better the con
text in 710 than the rendering is humbled (which takes :i,i, = ,,1.1 
-·~II). The pride of Israel has been taken as a title of Yahweh 
(cf. Am. 87),1 in which case it would mean that Yahweh has deliv
ered a judgment ( cf. Ru. 121

) against Israel which signifies de
struction; but the context ** is dealing with Israel's " material 
grandeur" ( cf. Zc. 1011 Ez. 3212), i.e. arrogance ; in this case it 
would mean: Israel's arrogance is a testimony against Israel him
self. This arrogance (v. Wellhausen) is the trust in the ritual, and 
the feeling that there is no need to turn from that and to repent 
(cf. i 0).-And Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt] The word 
stumble is of frequent use among the prophets to designate dis
aster and ruin; cf. 45 141

· 
9 Is. 313 5910 Je. 5032 Na. 2

5 J8. - Judah 
also shall stumble with them] These words are suspected as a 
gloss by some ft without sufficient reason. An occasional side 
glance at Judah, a people so intimately connected with his own, 
must not be denied to the prophet. - 6. With their flocks and 
their cattle] Ready to be offered as sacrifices. - They will go to 

* So m:, Eich,, Mau., Ke., Wil., Che., GAS. t Umb., Hi., Ew. 
:t Marti om. v.o as a gloss based on 412. 

§ Ki,, Eich., Dathe, Umb., Ew., Hi,, Ke., Che., We,, GAS. 
11 Gl!r.!S, Rashi, AE., Ros,. Schro., Mau., Huxtable, ,r Che. 
"So We.; GAS. I. 262. 

tt So Oort ( Th. T. XXIV. 485), Now., Marti (Rei. ug, EB. 2122, and Dodeka
propli.,). 
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seek Yahweh] It is Northern Israel, not Ju<lah,* of whom the 
prophet speaks.-He has withdrawn from them] Yahweh's pa
tience has an end ( cf. Mi. J4) ; their superstitious ritualism and 
self-sufficiency can no longer be tolerated. t -7. They have deal/ 
faithlessly] Used of adultery, Je. i~1

; cf. Mal. 214• Hosea is here 
keeping up the figure of the nation's marriage to Yahweh, and 
characterizes the syncretism in worship as a breach of the mar
riage contract-For they have begotten strange children] The 
figure is continued ; these words are not to be taken literally as 
a charge brought against the Israelites for marriage with heathen 
women, from which unions "strange" children were born; t but 
rather, the parents having departed from the true worship of 
Yahweh, their children have naturally followed, and are conse
quently strangers to Yahweh, having no place among his children.§ 
-The (next) new moon may destroy them with their porn'ons] 
i.e. within a month ruin may overtake them. II The ordinary 
interpretation, which makes the new moon represent the prevail
ing cult with all its corruption and superstition,1 is untenable, 
because, at this time, the new moon did not occupy an important 
place in the cult. Other attempts (v.s.), based on change of text, 
have not been successful, e.g. the locust shall devour, etc.**; mil
dew shall devour, etc.; tt the sword shall devour, etc.; tt he will 
hinder them from ploughing.§§ 

1. J"\MI] Neut., H. 2, 3 a; GK. 122 q. -,:i,rupn ••• 11mm] Both words 
are poetical synonyms of voru, the ordinary prose word. 1111Mn seems to 
mean more precisely turn the ear and so give close attention, while 1:i•rupn 
is drink in eager,'.y.- 1,] Must be either asseverative = surt,'.y (cf. µh) or 
(cf. 8n) equivalent to quotation marks.-:,!) ••• r,ru, • , • r,nz,) On Mll 

cf. Am. 36• The r,ru, was a net laid upon the ground to catch birds; while 
the iv was a pit dug in the track of large game and concealed by a covering; 
cf. Ps. 9418 Pr. 2627.-9. ,1, 1ov:i c,=ii, :,=i:irv,] The reading of Che. and We. 
is the most satisfactory (v.s.). The chief interpretations of :ft({!!; have been: 

•SoAE., Ki. 
t Marti om. this phrase because (1) r~n is not elsewhere used intransitively, 

and (2) the thought that Yahweh could be found at the altars is not in harmony 
with Hosea's conceptions. 

t Theodore!, Rashi; for still other views, cf. Jer., Eich. 
§ Ki., Cal., Ew., Hi., Sim., Ke. 11 Cf. Now., GAS. 
** Grotius, Che, (CB.). tt Ru. tt Bach., Hal,, Oet. 

'II Ke., Wti, 
§§ We.(?) 
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(1) and they slaughter numerous victims for idols (lit); (2) and slaughter 
have they heaped up (Riickert, cited by Wii.); (3) through sacrificial slaughter 
have they sunk deep into error (Hes.); (4) through slaughter have they be
come absorbed in their course (Lu.); (5) and excesses have they spread out 
deeply (Ke.); (6) and revolters are sunk deep in corrupt ways (Or.); (7) and 
backsliding they sinned deeply (Ew.). Cf. the many emendations proposed 
(v.s.).-3. 'JN] Used for rhythmic reasons; GK. 135a.-SN-,ii,•1 c•iDN] 
Chiastic. - ,, ] Asseverative. - :'1!'1)1 J = n~~; the same confusion of these two 
words occurs in I K. 118, 6, and 29, 6 and Luc. The ordinary usage of n,,JI 
in Hosea is to introduce the punishment or consequence (416 57 72 88,10.13 1o2); 

cf., however, l08. -4. . .. ', un,J This is the only case where the accusative 
of the obj. is omitted in this kind of construction ( v.s.), but the obj, is here 
easily supplied. - 5. mv,] On the roots 'Jil and UV cf. p, 185 and Rahlfs, 
'Jil und u; in d. Psalmen (1892).-SN-,ii>'1] Omit; Ephraim and Israel are 
wholly synonymous terms, used interchangeably by Hosea (cf. 416 '· 58.llJr. 
71 u 8), hence one of them is superfluous here. - 6. The parallelism in 
vs.6 •nd 7 is quite irregular, and thus in contrast with the prec. verses of the 
double strophe.-rSn] Intrans. only here (We.).-7. iu,n] Means within 
a month (Jer., Ros., Mau., Hi., Umb., GAS.); and although this seems in
definite ( cf: Zc. 118), the usage is confirmed by the fuller expression c,o, rv,n 
(cf. Gn. 2914 Nu. 11ro,21). 

8-14. Destruction is coming from without and from within. 
(3} An invading army will bring devastation; (4) corruption and 
anarchy, like moth and rottenness, produce a fatal disease. 

8. :,31.:m] 6brlrovsP011vo6s(=mv:iJ:i); .S 1~~.-:i,nn] 6,ix,!tTare 
= ,,nn.- no,J] 6 <1ir! rw11 {r{1T1Xw11 = nmiJ; .$ same as for n;,JJJ. - 11N n,J] 

8 iv rrp ofr<t> 'Ov; 'A. els ofK011 &.vw<f,eXofJs; ~. '111 B170 •o,,; .$ \~ ~
Sayce (Baby/. and Or. Record, II. 20), )iN 11•:i. Read with We. and Now. 
SN n•JJ.-7,,nNJ 8 <1/;<!<TT7] = ,.,;, or ,,r~ (Vol.), or ,,n, (Sim.); 'A., ~-, 
0. lnrltTw uo11; E', Kara. 11wT011 uo11; F post tergum hmm; 3L, et expavit. We., 
foll. 6, sugg. ,,,.,nn (irnv.) (so Gr., Ru., Now., Oort (Em.), Marti). Bach. 
c•inN or 7•,nN o•,nN. Meier (SK. XV. 1028f.), n•inN. Sayce (Baby!. and 

Or. Record, II. 20), ,;;N-p i'.)IJ.-9. nJDNJ] 6 ,,.,,,.ra; .$ I~~= nJ1!lN 
(Seb.).-10. :iw1•] Read Sitilt', here and in vs.12 1!'. (Marti, Rei. 119, and 
EB. 2122; so Now.).-S,:iJ] Gr. adds OJ.-11. ;,ilt'JI] 6 Karel;1111a1rn11ue11 
TOJI dvrl!;oKOV a.vrofJ = ;,c')) (Vol.).-r,1,] 6 KO.TE1raT7]<TEJI =rn (Vol.). Read 
both ptcps. as active (so Oort, ThT. and Em.; Val., We.,Now., Oet., Marti). 
Gr. would join Ila to v.9 and connect v.10 with vs,12r. -t::lDlt'l:l] Che. (ExpT. 
X. 375; OLZ. 1899, p. 137), l'tp!lillr;,,-S,Ni:i] 6 i/p/;a.To = Sm:i.-11] 6 TWJI 

p () z . 

µ.a.ra.lw11 and .$ 1~ = N]f (so Dathe, Bauer, Vol., Seh., Che.); so 
QI: (cf. Geiger, Urschrift, 411); F sordes = 11 == Nil. Read Nie', written 
1c'; cf. Jb. 1581 (so Dathe, Bauer, St., Sim., Che.; Oort, ThT. and Em.; 
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(k, tlu., Loft., Gu., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti). Bach..,~:- Che. (/oc. cit.) 
.,~IY!!, Briill (Jahrb.j.jud. Cuch. [883, pp. I-62), vn (cf. Ez. 3381). Fiirst 
(Lex.) = 11•~, a pillar, finger-post.-12. 11.'J.'J] 6 ws T~paxi; = c,p.::,:, (Vol.) or 

" ~ " ld,11'1.::I (Seb.); 'A. ws {3pw,TTi;p; 2:, ws dpws; 'F quasi tinea; .$ ~? ~-•., 
- :lj)'1J] 6 ws 1dr,rpo11 = '1j)'1:, ; 'A., 2:. ufr/1 ,s ; 'F qua,i putredo; .$ ~;l 
= leprosy, elephantiasis.-18. rmo] 6 T1J• 0UJ111JV = -,,1 (Vol.); 'A, ,,,.,_ 
8e11<P; 'F vinculum.-n,111,,] 6 adds ..-p/1,{3m. Some insert :i,1:,, (Sayce, 
Baby!. and Or. Record, II. 21; We., Oet., Hal.); but ',H'11!.'' is better (Bach. 

(Pr.), Now., Che. (EB. 233I); cf. Marti),-:,-,,] 6 'Iapdµ.; .$ ...=i;,; 'A, 
B11,a116,uvo,; 2:, ,povla; 8. ,cpluews; 'F ultorem, Bach. He'1• or H9'1', in view 
of foll. Hll'1',, W. M. Millier (ZA W. XVII. 334 ff.) and Ri~d~I (cf~ McCurdy, 
RPM. I. 4I5f.), :i1 1.:i';i., the old nominal ending being retained because 
the whole expression was thought of as a proper name {so Now.2, Marti), 
Che. (Exp., Nov. I897, p. 364), :I:) 17-p. or 0117-p.; but in EB. 233I, •~~~ 17,'? 
(cf. Weber, Arabien vor dem I.lam, 190I, p. 24), also changing '1111.'H to 
'11J1:l, Wkl. (Mu1ri (1898), 32; cf. KAT.8 15of.), ;i-,n,, a district on south
em border of MID!ri, Hal. :1~11So = king of Egypt. -:,:,J•] Read :ir,i~ (so 
We., Now., Bach. (Pr.), Oet., Marti). Gr, ru;i•.-14. ',nw] 6 'll'ari~p. -
"I'll:,] 6 1'lwv. -•lH 'lH] 6.$ and~ om, one •JM (so also Loft.). 

8. Blow the trompet •.. the cornet] Cf. Am. 36• The announce
ment of approaching attack; cf. 81 Je. 45 61

• The prophet sees 
in vision the coming of destruction. Here, as in many cases ( cf. 
Is. 69• 10), the imperative serves as the most vivid expression for 
prediction, the real meaning being : the time is near at hand when 
the trumpet will blow in token of the enemy's approach. On the 
form and character of the musical instruments here mentioned, 
v.s., p. 43 f., 150.-In Gibeah .•. in Ramah] Gibeah means hill, 
Ramah ( cf. 6) height, both being located on eminences. It is 
improbable that these names are chosen solely with reference to 
their meaning and the practice of idolatry on high places ; • 
but they represent all hill-towns from which alarm could easily 
be sounded. Gibeah ( cf. 99 109) was the same as Gibeah of 
Benjamin (1 S. 1J2· 15 1416 2 S. 2329), and as well, Gibeah of Saul 
( 1 S. n 4 1534). It was situated near the road leading from J eru
salem to Nab!O.s, and has been identified with Tell-el-Ful.t Ramah 
is the village where Samuel lived (1 S. 1534 ; cf. Ju. 45 1913

), and 
is the modem Er-Ram, some two hours north of Jerusalem, on 

•Sim. 
t ZD.lfG. XII. 161 ff.; Rob.Pai. I. 577-9; a.nd art." Gibeah" in DB, and EB. 

T 
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the road to Bethel. From r K. 15 21 Is. 1029 we may suppose that 
these towns were in the territory of Judah. - Cry aloud in Bethel] 
The ~m; Beth-aven ( cf. 416

) seems to have arisen as a term of 
reproach for Bethel,* whether aven be interpreted as nothingness, 
or as denoting the city of On ((19 .. !lv), or Heliopolis, whence 
idolatry was imported. Bethel, situated on the border between 
Ephraim and Benjamin, about ten miles north of Jerusalem (mod
ern name, Beitin), was selected as a place which, equally well 
with those already mentioned, would serve as a source of signal to 
the surrounding people. t - Make Ben;amin to tremble] Based on 
Wellhausen's emendation (v.s.); cf. (19 and Am. 36

• The :ff(m;, 
After thee, 0 Benjamin, has been, ( 1) taken as the ancient war
cry of the tribe; cf. Ju. 514, where, however, it is used in a differ
ent sense; t ( 2) interpreted the enemy is after thee, 0 Ben;amin, § 
now that Ephraim has been captured; cf. J e. 482 Ez. 512 Ho. 118 

Ju. 1620 ; (3) also, Benjamin is after thee, i.e. attacking thee; II 
(4) understood to be the proclamation which is to be an
nounced from Bethel (or Aven); 1 (5) treated as a description 
of Bethel from the standpoint of the writer in Judah.** For vari
ous emendations of text, v.s.; note especially that of Sayce, "trem
ble, 0 Benoni." On Hosea's failure to mention Jerusalem, and 
the suggestion that his reference to Benjamin is really a hint in this 
direction, v. Cheyne, p. 74. - 9. Ephraim shall become a deso
lation in the day of punishment] This is the announcement toward 
which v.8 pointed. It includes the fate of the people at large 
(v.9), and likewise, that of the leaders in particular (v.10

). The 
word rendered "desolation" has been wrongly interpreted" aston
ished," tt" speechless"; t + it means rather final and utter destruc
tion with no apparent opportunity for repentance. § § The threat 
was fulfilled by Shalmaneser ( z K. 1 7). The " day of punish
ment," lit. judicial decision, wrongly connected by some with 
the following phrase 1111 ; cf. Ps. 1497• - Concerning (or against) 
Israel's tribes do I make known that which is sure] So the prepo-

• V.s., pp. 263, ZJ2; so Hi., We., Now., Marti. t Ew., Che., et al. 
! GAS.; cf. on this Havernick (Einl. II. 283, 4), Ke., Bach., Or., and Now. 
§ Ki., Dathe, Bauer, Ros., Hi., Mau., Pu., Ke., Wu., Or. 
11 Sim. 1 Hi., Che., GAS. ff Grot., Ew. 
tt Rashi. 11 R. Abhu, cited by Ki. §§ Cal,, Pu., Ke., et al. Ill! Ki. 
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sition is to be taken,* and not= among.t In parallelism with 
Ephraim, tribes of Israel= the Northern tribes, t and not all 
Israel, including Judah.§ The judgment announced is one of 
sure fulfilment (cf. Rb. 2 3), something of absolute endurance (cf. 
Dt. 2859). -10. The pn·nces of Israel] The priests have been 
rebuked; it is now the turn of the princes. These had already 
been included in the exordium. Upon the whole it is well to 
substitute Israel for Judah of the -m;: here and in the following 
verses. With this slight change, all difficulty in the logical connec
tion of v.10 with the preceding verses disappears. This change is 
supported by the frequent interchange and coupling of the terms 
"Ephraim" and" Israel" in Hosea; e.g. 53•

6
• 9 610 71

• -Are like 
landmark removers J The commonest sort of thieves. This is 
not a reference (following -QI:) to Judah's seizure of Northern 
territory in the times of anarchy ; II nor to the efforts of Ahaz to 
introduce idolatry into Judah (2 K. 1610-18); 'ir nor is it a specific 
rebuke of the policy of the rulers (as in Is. 58 Mi. 22) to acquire 
all the land and thus disturb the boundaries fixed by their fathers 
(cf. Dt. 19H); ** but is, perhaps, a proverbial phrase for the lowest 
wickedness, a type of the most degraded practices. tt Cf. the idea 
that "landmarks were under the protection of religion (Pr. 2228 

2310 ; cf. Jb. 242
), and to remove them laid the offender under a 

curse (Dt. 19H 2717)." n- Upon them will I pour out my wrath 
like water J Cf. Is. 87 J e. 1416

• The poetic description of Yahweh's 
wrath is at one time the fire which devours, at another the flood 
which drowns, the object of its attack. -11. Ephraim practises 
oppression! he breaks down nght] The ::PH!r presents two diffi
culties, viz. the use of the participle passive in a consecution of 
imperfects relating to Ephraim's future ; and the use of "justice " 
with the passive participle interpreted, ( r) broken or crushed in 
judgment, £.e. God's judgment, the idea being so familiar that no 
more distinct designation was necessary§§; (2) one whose right 
is broken, 1111 £.e. the right of national independence; (3) t's nghtly 

• Hi., Ke., Now., Marti, 
tWii. 

tNow. 
§ Che. 

II Hi., Sim., Pu., Or. 
'ff Grot., Hd. 

"We. 

tt Bauer, Ros., Wii., Now., Che., GAS.; cf. Hull, art." Landmark," DB, 
tt Che. llll l'ISZ., s.v., r11,. 
H Ros., Hng., Ke., Che. 
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crushed;* (4) crushed by jutlgment.t The ;11i'll!'. is supported 
by the occurrence of the same two participles in Dt. 2833• But it 
seems better to follow @, and read the participles as active (v.s.), 
thus furnishing another charge in the indictment against Ephraim, 
for which punishment is coming. That IO!:l'e'b = right appears 
from its usage in 2lll Am. 57· 16· 24 6Ill. - Because he has determined 
to go after vanity] The explanation of the national deterioration. 
But was it vanity ( = N1W) that Hosea really used? It cannot 
have been 1::l, meaning the commands of Baal-prophets; t or the 
commands of men;§ or the commands of Jeroboam I., II which 
were of so destructive a character, an ironical turn being imparted 
by the use of 1::l, as in Is. 2810· 18 ; or commands in a bad sense; ,r 
or God's commands, i.e. he went after evil, even after God's com
mands against it had been given ; ** or a log of wood = a wooden 
god; tt or pillar = finger-post; H for no one of these meanings 
makes adequate sense. In the same category belong the follow
ing suggestions, viz.: (r) (the god) Zaw, §§ a deity whose name 
is found in the Palmyrene proper names (e.g. N::itrlbM, l1andmaid ef 
Zaw; M::lb'tl, gz,Jt of Zaw,· 1::l'i::l!.!, servant of Zaw I[ II), who repre
sented the rays of the moon,,r,r whose worship prevailed in ancient 
times from South Arabia to the Syro-Arabian deserts; but (a) the 
context speaks of Assyria, and there was no such God among the 
Assyrians; *** (b) the phrase walk after does not require after it 
the name of a god; ttt (c) Palmyrene inscriptions are compara
tively late, viz. first century A.D.; (d) Hosea would hardly charge 
all of Israel's sin to the worship of a moon-god nowhere else men
tioned in the 0. T. (2) ii:= Mi::l, filthiness, ')N1 :,::::, arising from 
haplography of M1; Ht (3) imagz,"nation; §§§ (4) Assyria, or As
shur. I[ 1111 We come back to the rendering vanity (based on Mitt, 

v.s.; suggested by@ and $6; ,r,r,r nor is it an objection (cf. Konig) 
that the emendation is so easy), i.e. idols; cf. Je. 18lll Ps. 31 6.-

12. And it is I who am like a moth ••. like rottenness] Cf. Jb. 

• Marek. t Schm. ! Rashi. § AE., Schro., Ke., Wil., Or. 
11 Ki .. Mau., Hd., Pu.; Ko. Exp T. X. 376 ff. 'If Ki. .. Ros. tt Ew. 
tt Filrst (Lex.). §§ Hommel, ExpT. X. 329f. 1111 Cf. ZDMG. LIII. 98-101. 
'IT'il Cf. PSBA. XXI. 75. _.. Che. Exp T. X. 375. 
ttt Ko. Exp T. X. 376--378; cf. also Stil. 264 ff. !tt Cf. Geiger, Urschr-ifl, 4n. 
§§§ Bach. 111111 Che. Exp T. X. 375. 'lf'lf'lf So Bauer, et al.; v.s., p. z;2. 
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13!28, Internal dissolution, for destruction was coming from within, 
viz. through anarchy and civil war; cf. 1J1. The figure denotes 
slow but certain progress. The pronoun is emphatic, designating 
Yahweh himself as the author of this approaching calamity. -To 
Ephraim ..• to the house of Israel] It is better, as above, to 
read" Israel" for" Judah." -13. And so Ephraim saw his sick
ness, and Israel Ms sore] Here again we read "Israel" rather 
than "Judah." Similar figures are used to describe political 
decay in Is. 1 5· 6 J7; cf. also Ho. 61 71• Ephraim comes at last to 
recognize the serious character of the situation. The sickness 
and the sore were not only political, viz. anarchy and civil war 
(v.s.), but also religious and moral deterioration. -And Ephraim 
went to Asshur, and Israel sent to king Jareb] To preserve the 
parallelism which, up to this point, has been so regular, we insert 
"Israel" (v.s.). But who is king Jareb (cf. 106), and to what 
circumstances is reference made? The opinions offered have 
greatly varied : ( r) the name of a place in Assyria,• or a sym
bolical name for Assyria itself, like Rahab for Egypt ; t ( 2) the 
name of a king of Egypt; t (3) = Aribi, a district in Northern 
Arabia, the oldest form being probably Jarib (cf. proper names 
J erib and J eribai), and a reminiscence of it appears in the later 
Sabaean word Ma1:fab; § (4) an appellative (="king comba
tant") describing some king of Assyria, e.g. Asur-dan-ilu ( 771-
754), II or Tiglath-pileser ;, (5) an appellative to be connected 
with Syriac ~~ (be great), and equivalent to i,,,.,,., ,i,~:,, which 
is used of an Assyrian king;•• (6) an appellative= one who 
pleads, i.e. a patron, used of the Assyrian king ; tt ( 7) the original 
name of Sargon, king of Assyria, which was dropped when he 
ascended the throne, in the same way that Pul became Tiglath
pileser, and Ulula became Shalmaneser IV. when they began to 
reign; H (8) to be read with a different division of consonants 

"'AE., Ki,, Geb. t Sim.; W. T. Lynn, Ba!Jyl. and Or. Record, II. IZ/ f. 
t Tbeod., Eph. Syr.; Wkl. GVI. 63; but see W. M. Muller, ZAW. XVII. 334f. 
§ Hommel, Aufiiitze u. Ablzandlungen, II. 231; but see Ko. Fun/ neue Ara!J, 

Landscka.ften imA.T. II Schra. COT. II. 136ff. 
'II Now. Hosea, in toe.: so also Whitehouse in COT. II. 137, note, 
ff See Wii.; so McC. RPM. I. 415f. 1t Reuss. 
t! Sayce, JQR. I. 16:a ff., and Bao)'I. and Or. Record, II. 18-22, 145 f.; d, HCM. 
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(v.s.), "the great king"=Assyr.sarru rabt2,·* (9) a corrupt 
text (v.s.), the original having read" king of Arabia," tor" king 
of J athrib " ; t ( ro) = Ass yr. irbu, tribute, the rendering being 
"and sent tribute to the king"§ (but, according to Winckler, 
irbu always denotes internal truces; tribute from foreign nations 
is biltu, madattu, or tamartu) ; (II) = "king who should bring 
healing," the text being changed (v.s.), 11-But he cannot heal 
you, nor will he relieve you ef your wound] This is an illustra
tion of the characteristic attitude of the prophets toward alliance 
with other nations. It is not only wrong, but useless, to seek 
for outside help (cf. Is., chaps. 7, 8, 311 ll'-).-14. For I, mysetf, 
will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house 
of Israel] Cf. Is. 314• The strongest possible metaphor of de
struction. This verse states the reason for the uselessness of 
Israel's efforts spoken of in v.13. The affliction of Israel is divinely 
ordained, hence appeal to human aid is of no avail. - I, even 
I, will rend and go my way] The repetition of the pronoun lays 
emphasis on the fact that Yahweh is the agent of the coming 
destruction. - I will carry off, and none shall rescue J Cf. Is. 5211• 

The figure is that of the lion dragging away the prey, and none 
daring to interfere. 

8. 1;,,n ••• 1ppn] Imv. = an emphatic prediction; cf. GK. no c. -
n,nn ••• ir,111] Art. omitted; indef. -no,~ ••• riv:iJ;i] Art. is indicative 
of original appellative force; cf. Ko. 295 li.-,,inN] Cf. Ju. 514, where 6 
offers i•nN and the text is regarded as corrupt by all recent commentators 
(so e.g. Moore, Bu., Now.), some, indeed, considering it a gloss having its 
origin in this verse of Hosea (so Bickell, Carmina, 196; Marquardt, Funda
mente; Wkl. GI. I. 158). The impossibility of making sense of fflQ!; here 
renders some emend. necessary; that of \Ve. offers the least objection and 
has the support of 6. On construction according to :ft(m; cf. GK, 147 c, 
Two artistic elements may be noted in this verse: (1) the collocation of a 
sounds in 8 a; (2) the elegiac rhythm.-9. ~N'\11!' ••• c•,r,N] Note chiastic 
arrangement. The elegiac movement continues through this verse, but the 
line 'It'' 'l:IJll!.::t is short; has a word dropped out after 'IOJll!J ?-nJl:lNJ] Fem, 
expressing neut. -10. 'J'tll:l:i] Aram. form; GK. 72 ee, - 11. 'D r11,] If 

417; so also Neubauer, ZA. III.103; Hommel, GBA, 680; but see McC. HPM. 
I. 416; and Selbie, DB. II. 550. 

• W. M. Muller, ZA W. XVII. 334 ff.; cf. the almost identical view of Che. (v.s.), 
t Che. EB. 2331. ! Wkt. Mutri (1898), 32; cf. KAT.8 15of. 
§ Paul Rost, quoted by Wkl. KA T,8 151, II Bach. Untersuck., in toe. 
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:ta!lffl: be retained, the pass. ptcp. is followed by a genitive having the 
force of an acc. of limitation; cf. Ko. 336k.-1,n ,,M,n] Verbal appos.; 
cf. ,p~ ''Mln, Dt. 1~; cf. Ko, 361 k. -13 '"111M] lll' in Is. 2810, 13 is probably 
not a genuine word, but merely a sound coined by the prophet in mockery 
of the drunken and unintelligible babblings of his opponents. In any 
case the use of the word there throws no light upon its meaning here. 
The indefiniteness of the charge speaks against taking 1:11' as a synon. of 
nm:,, as does also the fact that none of the versions so take it. Nor does 
.the pointing 13 = excrement,ftltk (for which 1"1t;!3 is the regular form) mend 
matters; this word is never used of idols, and the idea of human iniquity 
(cf. Is. 44 Pr. 3012) is scarcely strong enough here. For the use of the 
phrase •"1nM ,,n = worship, serve, with abstract terms, cf. Is. 652 Je. 1812 

(thoughts); Je. J17 9ll 1612 (stubbornness); and with names of gods, Dt. 48 

J K. 148; cf, Je. 28• The Assyr. alaku arki is used in the same sense, With 
the confusion of e- and f presupposed here by the adoption of the reading 
of 6 cf. interchange of ll' and ill in 1,ns, and pnill•.-1S. ,,c] On absence 
of art., cf, Ko. 333 x. - Ml:"11] Emphat. pos. in contrast with •:me (v.14). -

,:ii•] Best explained as Qa! with I depressed to ~; v. GK. 69 r; Ko. I. 407; 
Wright, Comp. Sem. Gram. 237; others explain as a Hoph, which was always 
used instead of the Qal.-c:i~] On use of prep., cf. Ko. 289a.-nnJ•] 4.>..; 

p 

cf. the subst. :i7!, Pr. 1722, and Syr. 1~ = be freed. Since (1) the subj. 
of nnJ• is naturally the same as that of ,,,,, and (2) nnJ is intrans. in Syr., 
it is better to point n:;i;1~ with Now. (v.s.).-14. "1'1l:l ••• ,ne-J ,nit' is a 
poetic word for /£on, occurring, aside from this passage and 137, only in Job, 
Psalms, and Proverbs. "1'1l:> denotes the young lion, but one old enough to 
hunt prey.-1,M1] Impf. with, conj. coordinate with prec. impf.; cf. Dr. 
§ 134,-,,JJ:1 l'Ml] Circ. clause; cf. Ko. 362 i. 

§ 8. Israel's blind and fitful repentance does not remove 
the guilt which will one day be manifest to all; which, 
indeed, is seen to-day in the affairs of the king. 5w-f. 
(r) Israel may put on the form of repentance, but she is so blind 
to the situation and to the true nature of God that such repent~ 
ance is only on the surface. (2) This is true in spite of the fact 
that the most earnest teaching and the most definite warnings 
have been given concerning Yahweh's will. (3) Israel is faithless, 
and her chief towns are headquarters of every kind of vice, and 
all this is encouraged by the priests. (4) But now when the time 
comes, i.e. the day when "the great turning-point in her fortunes 
arrives, the day of mingled punishment and mercy,"* this iniquity 

"'Che. 
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will be recognized and appreciated. (5) Nay, even to-day it is 
apparent in the situation as it stands connected with the kings -
enthroned and assassinated, "surrounded by loose and unscru
pulous nobles : adultery, drunkenness, conspiracies, assassinations ; 
every man striking for himself; none appealing to God." * 

This piece contains five strophes of 12, 10, 10, 10, and 12 lines. The 
movement is the trimeter, but occasionally it falls into the elegiac style ; 
cf. Bu. ZA W. II. 32 f. This arrangement secures a complete unity of thought 
and shows close consecution of strophic arrangement. Strophe 1 (5l6_6B) pre
sents in dramatic form two soliloquies: the first, of Yahweh, who now turns 
himself away with the feeling that in distress Israel will seek him out ; the 
second, of Israel, who in shallowness of heart assures himself complacently 
that Yahweh has wounded him, simply that he might heal him; that as soon 
as he seeks Yahweh, he will find him. Strophe 2 (6H) describes the in
credulity and impatience with which Yahweh receives this fitful repentance. 
Had he not given him warning? Had he not expressly declared that it 
was love which he desired, and not sacrifice? Strophe 3 (67•10) portrays the 
terrible wickedness of Israel's chief places, the robbery and murder, the 
corruption and adultery which Israel, encouraged by the priests, has com
mitted in transgression of the covenant. Strophe 4 (611-J2) pathetically sug
gests that in the future a time will come, the day of Israel's turning, when 
the iniquity of Ephraim will be laid bare, ~!though perhaps at present their 
consciences do not prick them, so entangled are they in the meshes of sin. 
For, in fact, strophe 5 (73-7), the immorality of the nation, from king down, is 
so apparent, the hopelessness of the situation is so great, that repentance 
is really impossible, the very capacity for it being absent. In this arrange
ment the following points deserve consideration: In strophe 1, line 8 seems 
exceedingly long, especially in contrast with line 7, which is unusually short, 
It is possible that 1'lD~ n•nJl is a gloss explaining lltli''• With this ex
ception the parallelism is close and regular. In strophe 2 a line seems to be 
missing after &, the P"'J1 of 66 failing to connect properly with what pre
cedes. This fact, pointed out by Now., accords with the need of a line to 
complete the otherwise almost perfect parallelism of the strophe. It is worth 
while to suggest that perhaps the line 1111• "11111:, 'tlDlVOl (as reconstructed) 
was originally joined with the line now lost. It is surely not closely con
nected with the two preceding lines. In this case the strophe would be 
ideally symmetrical. In strophe 3 (67-lO), (I) the form of the elegy appears 
quite distinctly; (2) lines I and 2, and 3 and 4 are satisfactory; line 5 might 
be read assassins in troops, a gang of pritsts, but cf. p. 287; (3) ,.,, of 
line 7 is probably wrong, for it is impossible to separate it thus from no~~•; 
(4) perhaps line 8 might be transferred to follow what is now line 9, thus, 
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improving the sense and as well the measure; (5) 611 a is, of course, a gloss. 
In strophe 4 (611-72), (1) v.11 • is suspected, but v.i.; (2) v.110 is clearly to 
be connected with what follows in spite of the chapter division. In strophe 5 
(73-7), (r) v.4 from "1lll'I 10:i- is a gloss explaining v.6; (2) the remainder of 
the strophe is regular and symmetrical. 

V. 15-VI. 3. Israel feigns repentance. In a wonderfully con
ceived pair of soliloquies, the poet represents Yahweh as waiting 
for Israel to come back, and Israel as, in fact, comin~ back, 
but with a conception of Yahweh so false and an idea of re
pentance so inadequate as to make the whole action a farce. 

The genuineness of 515 ~-63 is denied by some (Che. in WRS. Propk. 
xx ff;; Marti, Volz, Jakwepropketie, 33; Grimm, Lit. App. 69 ff.; Che. in
cludes also 15 • and 64 in the insertion, and Marti 15 a and 6-11 ) on the ground 
that: (1) it breaks the close connection existing between 514 and 64; (2) its 
phraseology is an echo, in part, of the following verses; (3) the interpretation 
of 61-3 as an expression of superficial repentance, which interpretation is 
necessary to the retention of these verses in the text, is forced; (4) it bears 
close resemblance in spirit to other late insertions, e.g. 141-9 and 61Li; 

(5) the exile seems to be presupposed by the strong expressions 1l'M' and 
1J1'i'', 62; (6) the language supports the argument for a late date (Volz 
cites the following terms: o:i~ -,;.:i; '1nlV; ')'11:l = tear; ')1"1 with ~ in fig. 
sense only here; w1p~o; n"11•). 

16. \Oll'N•] 6 d<f,r1.v1uOwu1v, '.£T deficiatis, and lL exterminentur, deriving 
it from llOll' (cf. Ho. 2H Jo. 117 Am. 79 Zp. 36 Zc. 714 n 5 (8), Ez. 66), Read 
-10w; = startled, puzzled (We,, Now., Oet., Marti); cf. Gr. 10!?;,-irvjl.:i] '.B' 
quaeratis. - 'JJ"1n'll' on~ '1lJ J 61:TJ!, and some Heb, Mss. join to the fol
lowing verse and chapter. 6.$i[l!, add '1IlN7 (so also, e.g., Gr., We., GAS., 
Oet.), - VI. 1. 1:iS] 6 1ropevOwµ.ev ( = ,~ l); so .$ ( so also Oort). - n1ri•] 
Ii adds TOP Oel,11 i]µ,w11,-'J"ll:l] '.£T cepit.-1•] l!, om. this and following 
word. Read with .$, 1~"!. (so We., Bach. (Pr.), GAS., Now., Oet., Marti). 
Oort, n:i,,,-2. c,.(l.;1?] .$ om. io and renders by pl. Gr. c:i;il;i,. Bach. (Pr.) 
D'l;l~T,i(?).-,iv,~run o,,.:i] Join with preceding context, and perhaps 1 should 
be inserted as in.$. Bach. (Pr.) ci~~r, 01,;i(?).-iJr.p•J 6 dva.un1u6µ.eOa. 

( = c,,l). -3. n3mi] Ru. 1'1)1"91, deriving from n)1i = f~, come early. Gr. 
sugg. that it may be dittog. ·ri-~m 1'1ll"l"1J. Bach. (Pr.) transfers this and foll. 
three words to the end of this verse.-)m ,nru:i] Read 12 ll'}':J~? (Giese
brecht, Beitrlige, 208; We.; Sm. Rel. 210; Val., GAS., Now., Oort (Em.), 
Marti); cf. Ru. l~ inofP?,-lWlO] 6 eup1Juoµ.ev r,.u-rov (so JJ..); E1, ii hn
q,rive,r,. r,.,l,-oO. Read, foil. Ii, l1'1!!fl?I (Giesebrecht, Beitriige, 208; We,, Val., 
GAS., Now., Oort (Em.), Marti)~ cf. Sm. Rei. 210; Oet. ut!~W,-n-,1•] 
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~ .. 
8 precedes by Kttl, Read l"l).'1~ with .$ 10ric? (so also Seb., Perles (p. 90), 
Now., Oort (Em.), Oet., Marti). Oort (ThT.) foll. 6, y,N~ :i,,,,. 

15. I will return again to my place] Yahweh is soliloquizing. 
This is not the figure of the lion returning to his den;* but ( cf. 
Mi. 18) is a survival of the older form of expression in accordance 
with which interest in human affairs is expressed by the phrase 
"coming down." The place is the heavenly temple ; to this he 
will return, and, as it were, from a distance observe the conduct 
of Israel (Is. 184 Ps. 142). t The expression, as a whole, indicates 
Yahweh's non-activity in Israel's fate t (cf. 912 Je. 148· 9 Ps. SoH), 
and is parallel with the common expressions, "hide the face " ( cf. 

Ps. 1011 307 10429),§ and "stand afar off" (cf. Ps. 101 3811).

Until they are confounded] This rendering, involving a slight 
textual change, is easier II (cf. Ez. 66 Zc. n 5 (.lj, Jo. 1 17) than the 
usual one, based upon :tallQJ::, which is rendered : ( 1) acknowledge 
their offence,,- or feel their guilt** ( cf. Lv. 5•·• Zc. u 5); ( 2) suffer 
the consequences of their guilt tt (cf. Ps. 3421• 22 Is. 246 Pr. 3010 

Ho. 1J1,.-In their distress] Cf. Ps. 186 tt Dt. 4ro Ps. 6614 10644 

Is. 2 54 2616 2 Ch. 154. - They will seek me J This does not mean 
"seek in the morning," emphasis being placed on careful and 
earnest seeking§§ ; but simply seek, being synonymous with lt'j':I, 
but used only in poetry 1111 ( cf. Jb. 721 86 245 Pr. 1 28 i1, 811 11 27 1324 

Ps. 6J1 78st Is. 269). - VI. 1. Saying, Come and let us turn unto 
Yahweh J Israel is represented as soliloquizing. Note the " say
ing" which precedes, according to (.lj and ~- These words (vs.1-11) 
are not : ( 1) an example of the confession of penitence with 
which Israel will approach Yahweh in the future, employed by 
Hosea as an occasion for warning Israel that Yahweh's favor will 
not manifest itself, as they expect, immediately upon their turning 
to him ; 11 nor ( 2) the words of Hosea himself expressing his 
desire to lead his people back to the right way, which will bring 
them di vine favor again ; *** nor ( 3) the language of the prophet 

• Theod., Ros., Ke. 
t Rashi, Ki., Cal., Ew., Ke., Wii., Schm., Che. 
1 Sim. § Wii. II We. 
'ff Cal., Ros,, AV., Pu. 
ff Ras., Ki.,.Che., GAS. tt Hd., Wii.,.Schm. 

U Cf. Hupfeld-Now, in loc. 
§§ Ros., Pu., Ke. 
1111 Rashi, Cal., Hd., Now, 
-,J'lfNow. 
"* Giesebrecht, Beitrii,g-e, 2<71 f. 
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addressed to the people;* but with 515 and 64 tt· are (4) a dra
matic representation, in the form of soliloquy and dialogue, of the 
attitude of the people to Yahweh and of Yahweh to the people. 
It is, therefore, an expression of assumed repentance.t-For he 
has torn that he may heal us] Cf. Dt. 3239• The same action is 
ascribed to Yahweh in 514• -And he has smitten that he may 
bind us up] For the slight textual change v.s. - 2. He will 
revive us after two or three days] Lit. "after a couple of days, or 
on the third day." This "collocation of a numeral with the next 
above it is a rhetorical device employed in numerical sayings to 
express a number which need not or cannot be more exactly 
specified." t "Three days" is to be connected directly with 
" after two days " without the conjunction, as in 2 K. 932 Am. 48 ; 

cf. Is. 1 76 ; this is syntactica1ly correct, and gives a better parallel
ism. The thought is, he will deliver us in a short time. For this 
use of" revive," in the sense of healing the sick, cf. Jos. 58 2 K. 89 

201• This passage is really the basis of Ez. 3i-10• § Cf. Ho. 1J1. 
- He will establish us that we may live before him II] "To live 
before him " is to live acceptably or under his protection 1 ( cf. 
Gn. 1718 Is. 5J2 Je. 3020).-3. Yea, let us know, let us be zealous 
to know Yahweh] This appeal is coordinate with that contained 
in v.1,** and is not to be coordinated with" that we may live." tt 
The second phrase explains the first, and, at the same time, inten
sifies it; cf. Dt. 1620 Is. 511 Ps. 3414. Thus the verb means more 
than u endeavor," U "grow continually,"§§ "hunt after." U II
When we seek ht'm, then we shall ftnd him] For text, v.s. The peo
ple are not disturbed, for they are confident of success just as soon 
as they make the effort.11 If the ~m; be retained, the render
ing will be, his going forth is certaz'n as the gray of morning. On 
"going forth," cf. Ps. 196 ; "1MV.' means not morning-red,*** but 
morning-gray.ttt-He wz'll come as tlie winter-rain, and as the 
spring rain wht'ch waters the earth] The word rendered winter 
rain (Clt'~) denotes a heavy, pouring rain; it is used of the winter 
rains, as here, also in Ezra 109· 13• The heavy winter rains last 

* Ke., Or. t GK. 134s. 
t Ew., Che., GAS. § Che. 
II On c•~;i as a syn. of n:i:i, cf. Ps. 419, 
,i Ke., Wil., Schm., Che., Now. 

*"' Ke., Schm., Now., Che. 
tt Reuss. it Ew. §§ Pu. 1111 Ke. 
'IT'il Cf. We.; Giesehrecht, Beitrage, 208 f. 
"* Hi., Sim. t1t Wii. 
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from the beginning of December to the end of February; this is 
the rainy season par excellence ( cf. Ct. 2 11). The spring rain 
(w,p',~) falls during March and April, coming just before harvest, 
and is of the greatest importance for the proper ripening of the 
crops.• 

15. :i:nrvw 11:>w] Vb. appos., H. 36, 2; GK. 12og.-11:1rvN•J Is impossi
ble because neither of its three meanings (cf. BDB.) suits the context. -
en,] On force of ,, cf. Ko. 281 o,8.- •Jnnv,J The defective u and the nun 
epenth., uncontracted; cf. Pr. 128 817; GK. 81, 58 k, 6o e. - VI. 1. :i.:i1rvJ11::1?] 
Corresponding to the first words of 516• -1JNll"l'1] 1 of purpose; so also in 
1JIVJM'1 and n1nJ1; H. 26, 2 a; GK. 165 a,-1'] Cf. GK. 109 k; Ko. 194 e. 
-2, D~~•l:I] (1) on tl:I = in the course of, GK. 119y, note 2; cf. Ko. 401 g 
(= after), and BDB. p. 581 b; (2) on similar use of the dual, cf. Is. 176 721 ; 
(3) the ;: should stand with ,i:,,l:,rvn; (4) on the use of two numerals, v.s., 
and cf. Am. , 3 tr. 48.-3. n,v-,J) Then, is hortatory, H. 23, 2b; GK. 48e; 
not indicative of determination, H. 23, 2 a. - :i,,, l Adjectival impf.; this 
reading is better than ;j)!ll!l: 1"1'}i• from :i,, = throw: :,".!'' in the sense of rain 
occurs again only in Ho. 1o12,' and there also the text is questionable. 

4-6. Yahweh's incredulity and impatience. 

4. :i1:1] After D'"lllN, £ precedes with 1· We. supposes that something has 
been lost from the end of v.4 and the beginning of v.6.-5. C•N•JJJ ,n::iin] 
8 0.'11'£9lpura. Tovs 'll'po,f,1/Ta.s vµwv = •ni1n, an Aramaicism, wit~ J omitted 

(Vol.). 2:. o~K itf,e,rrdµ11v; E1• i!;lKoipa.; 'A., 8. i'lla.T6µ11rra.; ,$ ~ 2.a.:i.a 

(omitting .:i); '.IJ dolavi in prophetis; Oet. and Hal. 'J cin.:iin. zOet. sugg. 
also c•ri~r:,9 or D'NIJ?·-c•ru-,;,J 6 and !c refer suf. to D'N'Jl. Oort (Em.) 
drops the suffix, while Marti changes it and preceding to :i. -"11N 1'1:lllll'Dl] 
Read -,111~ •l:lDi:tl:11, with 6 ,ca.i Th Kplµa. µov ws tf,ws; so also ,Sl!, (so Dathe, 
Bauer, Ros., Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Wii., Now.; WRS. Proph. 389; Or., Che.; 
Oort, ThT. XXIV. 486, and Em.; Bach., We., Gr., Val., Ru., Gu., GAS., 
Oet., Hal., et al.). E'. ,ca.l 1, /5,,ca.,o,cp,rrla.. Marti, "11NJ 1lr;?~iti;,, Ru. omits 
this phrase as interrupting sequence of thought. -i-c:i:•J Hi., foll. ,:0 and I!!:, 
NJ!1 or Nf~•-6• 11S1] 6 1j (= rather than); cf. W n~11;JQ. 

4. U17zat can I make ef you, 0 Ephraim] Yahweh now speaks. 
The tone is not so much that of rebuke as of despair. Every 
effort thus far made has failed. What hope is there that any 
of the plans of Yahweh for Israel will be realized? The inter-

• Cf. GAS. Hist. Geog. 63 ff. 
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rogative is really a negative : I can make notht'ng of you.• There 
is no allusion to a method for bringing about the good men
tioned in the preceding verse,t nor to punishment in addition 
to that which they have already received. t - Since your love is 
like the morning cloud] Not (1) the love of God for you will 
be quickening, etc.;§ nor (2) the love of God for you which 
will be transient II like yours for him ; but (3) your love for God, 
your goodness, your piety, is fleeting, transient.1 The morning 
clouds disappear very early during the hot season in Palestine, 
the sky being usually perfectly clear by 9 A.M. ** - Yea, like the 
dew which early goes away] The dew of Palestine is very heavy 
in the summer time and resembles a fine rain or Scotch mist 
rather than the phenomenon so familiar to us.tt It is thus of 
the greatest importance for vegetation during the long dry 
season, and is a favorite illustration with 0. T. writers. Here, 
however, the reference is to its transitory character, with no 
thought of its beneficial effects. - 5. Wherefore I have hewn 
them by the prophets] The connection between vs.hnd6 is not so 
broken as is represented by some commentators. H V.4 describes 
Israel as a people whose fitful and irresponsible conduct has 
occasioned anxiety and despair to their God. This situation 
explains why in the past he has hewn them by the prophets, 
i.e. punished them. There is no reason why these words should 
not stand in the text, t t for their specific meaning is clear and 
strong. The verbs here refer to the past,§§ not to the present or 
future. 1111 Israel is compared with stone or wood, which is being 
shaped; the hewing is the punishment intended for discipline; 11 
the work of the prophets is elsewhere spoken of as destruction, 
e.g. Is. 114 492 Je. 1 10 514 I K. 1917.-I have slain them by the 
words of my mouth] This simply repeats and explains the preced
ing line, the pronoun referring to the people.*** The prophets 
in the past had not hesitated to threaten the people with death 

* Ras., Ros., Hi., Hd., Pu., Wii., Or., Che., Now. 
t Lu. t Schm. § Cyril. II Jer. 
'II ;t,, Ras., Ki., Cal., Hi., Wii., Che., Now. ** Cf. ZDPV. XIV. (r891), noff. 
tt See Neil, Palestine Explored(1882), pp. 129-151; GAS. Hist, Geog. 65; Che., 

art." Dew," EB.; Hull, art," Dew," DB. 11 We., Now. 
§§ Ros., Hi., Sim., Che., Or., Now., GAS. 1111 Umb., Mau. 
'!I'll Jer., Geb., Pu., Ke., Wii., Schm. - Cal., Hd., Pu., Ke., \Vii., Now. 
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from the beginning of December to the end of February; this is 
the rainy season par excdknce ( cf. Ct. 2 11). The spring rain 
(ID'li',~) falls during March and April, coming just before harvest, 
and is of the greatest importance for the proper ripening of the 
crops.• 

15. :i:ntt-N ,~NJ Vb. appos., H. 36, 2; GK. 120g. -1cru11,J Is impossi• 
ble because neither of its three meanings (cf. BDB.) suits the context. -
0:iS] On force of ~. cf. Ko. 281 o,8.-•JJ")nru,J The defective u and the nun 
epenth., uncontracted; cf. Pr. 128 817 ; GK.' 81, 58 k, 6o e. - VI. 1, :"1Jllt'J11::i':>] 
Corresponding to the first words of 516, - lJIUl'i'l] , of purpose; so also in 
lJlt'Jn'l and n•nJl; H. 26, 2a; GK. 165a.-1'] Cf. GK, 109k; Ko. 194e. 
-2, 0~.1i'C] (r) on JC= in the course of, GK. II9Y, note 2; cf. Ko. 401 g 
(= after), and BDB. p. 581 b; (2) on similar use of the dual, cf. Is. rf 721 ; 
(3) the ;: should stand with ,r:,,Siv:i; (4) on the use of two numerals, v.s., 
and cf. Am. 13 ft', 48.-S. :iviJ) The n, is hortatory, H. 23, 2 b; GK. 48 e; 
not indicative of determination, H. 23, 2 a. - :i,-,, l Adjectival impf.; this 
reading is better than :1/lfl~ :'l':l'' from :,-,, = throw: :111, in the sense of rain 
occurs again only in Ho. 1o12,.and there also the text is questionable. 

4-6. Yahweh's t'ncredulity and impatience. 

4. :io] After 0•,b11, SS precedes with 1· We. supposes that something has 
been lost from the end of v.4 and the beginning of v.6.-5. C'll'JJJ •!1J3n] 
8 dn(Upura. Toils 1rpo,f,fJT,:,.s vµ.wv = ,r,iin, an Aramaicism, wit~ J omitted 

(Vol.). l:. otlic iq,wrdµ.11v; E 1• i{lt,o,;,a.; 'A., e. i'}..a.T6µ11,;a.; .$ j..::il 2.~ 

( omitting J); F dolavi in prophetis ; Oet. and Hal. ·::i c•m1n. ~ Oet. sugg, 
also c•r,~IJ1? or C'NIJ?·-o•r,J-,;,] Ii and SS refer suf. to c,11,:::ii. Oort (Em.) 
drops the suffix, while Marti changes it and preceding to ;i.-"'llN 1•ticrvo1] 
Read ,111:, •tocrvc,, with Ii ica.l Th icplµa. µ.ou ws ,f,wJ; so also .S:SJL (so Dathe, 
Bauer, R~s., Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., \Vii., Now.; WRS. Proph. 389; Or., Che.; 
Oort, ThT. XXIV. 486, and Em.; Bach., We., Gr., Val., Ru., Gu., GAS., 
Oet., Hal., et al.). E'. ic,:,,i 1/ li1Ka.10Kp1,;la.. Marti, ,111:i 1Jl,?~1?l;l· Ru. omits 
this phrase as interrupting sequence of thought.-111•] Hi., foll • .SS and t![:, 

N1!1 or Nf~,-6. NS1] 6 ii(= rather than); cf. t![: n~;l,lQ. 

4. What can I make of you, 0 Ephraim] Yahweh now speaks. 
The tone is not so much that of rebuke as of despair. Every 
effort thus far made has failed. What hope is there that any 
of the plans of Yahweh for Israel will be realized? The inter-

• Cf. GAS. Hist, Geog. 63 ff. 
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rogative is really a negative: I can make nothz'ng of you.• There 
is no allusion to a method for bringing about the good men
tioned in the preceding verse,t nor to punishment in addition 
to that which they have already received. t - Since your love is 
like the morning cloud] Not (1) the love of God for you will 
be quickening, etc. ; § nor (2) the love of God for you which 
will be transient II like yours for him ; but (3) your love for God, 
your goodness, your piety, is fleeting, transient.1 The morning 
clouds disappear very early during the hot season in Palestine, 
the sky being usually perfectly clear by 9 A.M.** - Yea, like the 
dew which early goes away] The dew of Palestine is very heavy 
in the summer time and resembles a fine rain or Scotch mist 
rather than the phenomenon so familiar to us.tt It is thus of 
the greatest importance for vegetation during the long dry 
season, and is a favorite illustration with 0. T. writers. Here, 
however, the reference is to its transitory character, with no 
thought of its beneficial effects. -5. Wherefore I have hewn 
them by the prophets] The connection between vs.hndo is not so 
broken as is represented by some commentators. H V.4 describes 
Israel as a people whose fitful and irresponsible conduct has 
occasioned anxiety and despair to their God. This situation 
explains why in the past he has hewn them by the prophets, 
i.e. punished them. There is no reason why these words should 
not stand in the text, t t for their specific meaning is clear and 
strong. The verbs here refer to the past,§§ not to the present or 
future. 1111 Israel is compared with stone or wood, which is being 
shaped; the hewing is the punishment intended for discipline; 11 
the work of the prophets is elsewhere spoken of as destruction, 
e.g. Is. 11 4 4i Je. 1 10 5u I K. 1917• - I have slain them by the 
words of my mouth] This simply repeats and explains the preced
ing line, the pronoun referring to the people.*** The prophets 
in the past had not hesitated to threaten the people with death 

* Ras., Ros., Hi., Hd., Pu., Wii., Or., Che., Now. 
t Lu. t Schm. § Cyril. II Jer. 
'I[ ;t,, Ras., Ki., Cal., Hi., Wii., Che., Now. ff Cf. ZDPV. XIV. (1891), no ff. 
tt See Neil, Palestine Exp!ored(1882), pp. 129-151; GAS. Hist, Geog. 65; Che., 

art." Dew," EB.; Hull, art." Dew," DB. tt We., Now. 
§§ Ros., Hi., Sim., Che., Or., Now., GAS. 1111 Umb., Mau. 
'I[~ Jer., Geb., Pu., Ke., Wii., Schm. *** Cal., Hd., Pu., Ke., \Vii., Now. 
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for disobedience ; and every kind of calamity was interpreted 
as from God for failure to comply with his wishes. The words 
of Yahweh, because of their power, are compared with arrows, 
Ps. 455, and with a sword, Ps. 458 Heb. 412 Rev. 1 16 ; cf. also 
Is. II4 Je. 23w.-And my judgment is like the light which goes 
forth] This is based on a slight change of :11l!lm: (v.s.). The judg
ment is that of which the execution now hangs over Israel. This 
judgment is like the light which all may see and fear, the rise 
of the sun being a symbol of gracious visitation.• The older 
rendering, "thy judgments are like a light that goeth forth," 
was interpreted in various ways, e.g. thy way of living religiously 
was plain as the light ; t the judgments belonging to thee went 
forth like the lightning; i the judgment upon thee when it 
comes will be just, clear. § Notice should be taken of the ren
dering, "my law (or judgment) shall go forth as the light." ll 
It is better, however, to regard the clause as circumstantial and 
dependent upon the preceding perfects (v.i.).-6. For it is love 
that I deh'ght in, and not sacnfice J The mistake of the people 
consisted in their notion that sacrifices were sufficient to gain 
Yahweh's favor. What Yahweh delights in, i.e. that which will 
gain his favor, is love; cf. 1 S. 1522, in which obedience is em
phasized. This love is not love for God as distinguished from 
love for one's fellow-men, but both. -Knowledge of God and 
not burnt-offerings J Here, as in many places in this piece, we 
have an example of Hosea's ability to make a perfect parallelism. 
Knowledge of God and love of God go together. On the attitude 
of the prophets to the priests and that for which they stood,1 
v. Is. 1 11-20 Mi. 66--8 J e. 722· 23 Ps. 408 50Bff· 51 11 ; cf. Mat. 913 127• 

4. :ill] In interrogation is capable of varying meanings: (r) how? in 
rhetorical questions, implying negative answer ; ( 2) why? in sense of "do 
not"; (3) what.? simple interrogative; (4) what? implying answer notlt• 
ing; cf. BDB.-:i,,:i,J = ',N"llV', and note the parallelism which is (almost) 

• Che. t Cal. ! Hd. § Pu. II Ew., Che,, Or. 
~ Cf. this saying, attributed to Buddha: "If a man live a hundred years, and 

engage the whole of his time and attention in religious offerings to the gods, 
sacrificing elephants and horses, and other life, all this is not equal to one act 
of pure love in saving life.'" (Beal's 1exts from the Buddhist Canon; quoted 
by Che.) 
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trtllidally regular.-0,.,0n1] Introduces a circ. clause; Ko. 362p.--,p:i] 
On absence of article cf. Ko. 294 e, 299 m. - S1:1:i1] , epexeg., Yea, like 
the dew.-,Sn c,.:uv,:i] Verbal apposition with second vb. containing the 
principal idea (GK. 120g). The absence of the art. is exceptional in view 
of its presence in ':>1:1:i.-5. p-Sv) This phrase is very flexible= (1) on 
account of this, e.g. Gn. 109 Is. 137; (2) with adversative force, Ps. 427; 

(3) to introduce an inference, Ps. 458,-Hl\ •1'1Jln, c•rn"ln] The pfs. are 
pfs. of indef. past, H. I 7, 3; GK. 106 d. The impf. is adjectival. - 'tlllt:'D1] 

A3 thus reconstructed, introduces a circ. clause. - 6, -,en] Emphatic. -
m':>po] The parallel 11':,1 shows that !tl is not comparative, but neg.; so GK. 
119 w; cf. Ko. 308 b. 

7-10. Israel's wickedness. 

'1, ciH:i] F sicut Adam; i!t ,11i:i-,1, 11,.,,::,, Mich. c-i~-1' We. ciHJ (so cod. 
554 of De Rossi, and Che. EB, col. 58). Oort (TltT. and Em.), ni:t:'~· 
Oet. D~i(.l?, Gr. t)~?· Sellin (Beitriige, I. 168 f.), D;!l~• Preuschen (ZA W. 
XV. 28; so Gardner), c~tf1~. Pfeiffer (cited by Sim.), l"l1f1~i• Che. ( CB.) 
D?!!~· - l"IJJ/] 8 1ra.pa./3a.!vwP = "\~V, agreeing with ciN. - 1'1'"1J] $ = 'l'.''"IJ 
(so Ru., Gardner).-l"1JJ] 6 Ka.rE<f,p6vr,<1ev, with ,;,':,J of foll. verse as subj. 
-8. ,v':,J] Oort, ':,J11,-,':,v1i] 6 ina.foµ.frq, sg. to agree with r,,.,p.-n::ipv 
c,i:i] 6 ra.pd<1<1ov<1a. ( = "l:ll/ (Cappellus), or l"l"l:ll' (St.), or ni,Ji' (Vol.)) vliwp 
(= D•D); 'A. ?rEp1Ka.µ.1rr,s &.ro a.tµ.a.ros; ~- litWKETa.l &.ro a.t,....ros; e. i, ?rTEpPa. 
a.1}ri1s o.<f,' a.1µ.a.ros; E', tl1ro<1K•Xlfov<1a. ,ea.! lioXo<f,0110fhTa.; F supplantata sangu-

1) V r, "' V 

im; $ ~r ~0. Bach. 01 D[:•?~J.', their footsteps are blood. Oet. 
0'1?1 J"I~~>'~· Ru. c1~ n;i~ii- Val. :,~~V~ (so Hal.).-9. c,,,·u 11>•H •:in:i,] 8 ,ea.! 
i, l<1xvs <TOV &.11/lpos 1mpa.roO; 'A. Ka.! ws evp.l,s <bllpos E~~WJ/Ou; ::&. ,cal WS 
<f,pva."jµ.a. &.Pllpl,s Ellt'.lip.vrov; e. . . . ?rEtpa.roO; E' I ws Mxos 1ro'll.uxe,p£a.s 

P V V ,.. ► 

X17<1rp1K,)s; F et quasi fauces virorum latronum; $ 1~., _-_, ~c::.. 
P PV • ~ .,.... 

~ = c,-,,,, v•H;, :,q~, (Seb., et al.). 6 and $ join to preceding verse. 
Ru. IV'H 1'1PIJ1?·l, GAS. '21'.1~· Oet. '"\J 'Fi!:1 S;J!'.)?1· Gardner, ,,, i,,t,t r::)~IJ. 
Bach. n~?f c•r:-ti ',;l")J c•ict) ·lM?J;! c,,,,r H'~il;l), Marti, c,,,,;i 'W1!! M;?O~J or 

r ., ~ 

!d•t;t '2!? D'j1"1f2·--,~i:,J Read 1HtJ;I with 6 lKpv,f,a.v(Cap., Vol.). $=A.o~ 
= l"IJM (Seb.; so also Oet.). Ru. 11ot:in. Gardner, 111:in•. Marti, 111:in~.-

: \ /) •I• 

c•in;,J Ru. 9•-:m,-,.,,] 6 joins with preceding; so,! )-;~~; (!§AQ dlio11 
Kvp!ov. Ru. •n-:,: ,'J;, Hal. and Marti transpose to foll. 111:ri•.-1n1-,1] Oet. 
lnJ"l'l, (so Marti), which should foll. ;m:ii,.-:,o;,v] 6 ~l1e1µ.a., as obj. of 
lnl"I'; so$ and ::&.; F pergentes de Sic/um. Ru. io•JtVn, for ,;, no.:,~. We. 
considers •:in, ,.,,, and ,:,:r.,, corrupt. -10. 'It'' r,,:i:i]. 

06 joins to v.9• Read 
with We. Stotn•:i::i; cf. 1016 Am. 56 (so Oort. TltT. and Em.; Preuschen, 
ZA W. XV. 30; R_?,, Now.,., Oet., Marti).-civ] 6 joins to preceding. -

c•"l~totS mir] .! :,.e .. ,.;t ....11 = 'H J"lll. We. •tot ';'tl (so Preuschen, ZA W. 

xv. 30; Now., Oet.). Oort, 'l!I n;1, Gardner, r,IJi, Marti, 'H ;w, 
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7. But they like men have transgressed the covenant] Israel 
as a whole is spoken of,* not merely the priests, t nor the 
prophets. t Upon the whole "like men,"§ i.e. after the manner 
of men, human-like, is to be preferred to "like Adam" (for 
which are urged l1!: and 1J; the fondness of Hosea for early 
allusions, cf. 2 8 910 II 8 124 ; the other occurrences of this phrase, 
Jb. 3133 Ps. 827, and the parallel in Rom. 514), II because of (1) @ 

(v.s.); (2) the absence of any account of a covenant with Adam 
in Genesis ; (3) the fact, that not until P is C'iK used as a 
proper name; 'If (4) this is satisfactory in sense,** viz. ordinary 
men, who have not had the privileges accorded to Israel. Cf. 
the reading "in Admah" (v.s.; cf. 118). - Have transgressed the 
covenant] This does not refer to the unknown covenant between 
Yahweh and Israel,tt cf. 81 ; but to an ordinance (cf. 2 K. 114 

Je. 116 341& 18 Jb. 311 Ps. ro511l). Cf. the synonymous phrase 
l'l'i~ iEl:i (Gn. I 714 Dt. 3 r16 Ju. 21), and the phrase " the book 
of the covenant," Ex. 247• Notice is to be taken of the fol
lowing renderings : ( 1) like Edom, they broke their covenant 
with Israel; tt (2) they are as men who transgressed the cove
nant,§§ or who break a covenant;llll (3) they in Adam (a place) 
did • . . 'i['i[ - There they have betrayed me] There is not an 
adverb of time as in Ps. 3612 5J5; *** nor an allusion to the land 
which had received so many benefits; ttt nor a reference to the 
ceremonial worship; ttt but it refers to certain localities, either 
unknown,§§§ or those cited in the following verses, 111111 which were 
the scenes of the sin designated. The utterance carried with 
it" a gesture of indignation." 'i[f'i[ - 8. Gilead fr a city of evil
doers] Much difficulty attaches to this proper name. It has been 
taken as the district ~r land of Gilead ; "'*** or the cities of 
Gilead in general; tttt or Jabesh-Gilead; HH or Mizpah, the 
capital of Gilead;§§§§ probably Mizpah, or in any case a seat of 

* Cal., Hd., Ke,, Now.H, et al. t Sim. t AE., Hi., et al. 
§ So Ki., Cal., Sim., Hi., Hd .. Mau., Ew., Che., GAS. 
11 So Jer,, Rashi, Umb., Ke., Pu., Or., Wu., Ho.I. 
,i Budde, Urgnchicht,, x6x ff. ff But v. Now. 
tt Cf. Kratzschmar, Die Bundesvorstellung, xo6. tt Mich. §§ Ew. Oil Hd. 
,i,i We.; Che. EB. art. Adam. !lfff Hi. ttt Ras., Ki., Bauer. 
ttt Cal. H§ Ke., Now. 111111 Wii., Or. ,J'll,J Che. -• Pu., Ke., Or, 
tttt Dathe. tttt Hi. §§H Ew., Mau., Sim, 
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worship; * or Ramoth Gilead (cf. Jos. 21 38 r K. 413).t We may 
understand it to be a city called Gilead mentioned in Ju. 1017, 

but not identified. t On the ground of some codexes of Qi of 
the Lucian revision which have l'a.\:ya.\a, Gilgal has been sug
gested (v.s.; cf. 415 i" 1 zu). - Tracked with bloody footpn·nts] 
The versions (v.s.) except .S are far wide of the mark and give 
no aid. None of the proposed changes of text seems to be nec
essary; cf. 1 K. 25• Other renderings are "spotted," "smeared,"§ 
"hilly." II There is no reference to historical events with which 
we are familiar; although Hitzig refers it to the murder of 
Zechariah. - 9. Although the text of this verse is hopelessly 
corrupt, its general meaning seems clear, viz. that the priests are 
really bandits occupying the highways and murdering travellers. 
Of the four lines all present serious difficulties except the last. 
The words of the first line (v.s.) have been taken (a) thy 
strength is that of bandits,1 but no good analogy for this ex
pression can be found (yet cf. Pr. 202'J Ne. 810); (b) assassins in 
bands (•~r,r.i), i.e. those who lie in wait for men, in companies** 
=companies of assassins ; but this is harsh and unnatural; (c) in 
..• (the name of some city-having originally stood where we 
now have •~r,) is a band of robbers, thus corresponding to Gilead 
of v.5 ;tt (d) the priest is a robber H (l~~), but this will make the 
ci•;~~ of the next line tautological; (e) as one hides robbers, the 
priests hide themselves,§§ but this gives no satisfactory meaning. 
For still other suggestions v.s. ; upon the whole the rendering 
And as bandits lie in wait for a man 1111 (cf. the slight variation 
secured by treating w•~ as construct with c•iii), and as bandits 
lie in wait ,r,r) seems best, the reference being to the wicked 
work of Israelitish bandits (cf. i), or to that of outside nations 
like Moab, Aram, etc. (cf. 2 K. 52 ill). For other cases of 
iii) in this sense cf. 71 I S. 308· 1u1 2 K. 52• - The priests hide 
themselves on the road] For text, v.s. ~m; reads (so does) the 
gang (or company) of pn·ests, i.e. an organized company (cf. in 
later times, the Pharisees***) of bad priests, but ,,, must be taken 

•we. 
t Ros., Hd., Wii. 
! Oort, Now. 
§ Ros., Or. 

u 

11 Hi. "ii 0r~. 
ff GAS. 
tt Preuschen (v.r.). 
!! Gardner. 

H Bach. (v,s.). 
1111 So AV., RV. 
"il"il Hi., Ew., Che.; cf. Now. 
-Che. 
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with what precedes.* - They murder those got'ng to Shechem] 
Some have regarded :,,:i::ii., as= intt C!llt', with one consent (cf. 
Zp. 39); t but it is now understood to be the proper name, 
Shechem, t which was at the same time a city of priests and a 
city of refuge a os. 2o' 2 I 21). The reference is to the abuse of 
the right of asylum without allusion to any special event, cf. 
Ju. 1925• 46 I K. 2 31 ff·. § If,.,, is taken with what precedes (v.s.), 
we may suppose that some word (e.g. c•:,',:,:,) has dropped out. 
Such a word seems necessary to secure the proper length of the 
line. - Yea, villainy they commit] •~ is asseverative, II not causa
tive.,r The word :ibt is not used here of some unnatural crime 
(cf. Lv. 1817 1929),** nor of lewdness; tt but of general wickedness 
which was deliberate, thought out, i.e. villany; cf. Pr. 1o'Ja 2 Iw. 

- 10. In Bethel I have seen a horrible thing J In Bethel (v.s.) 
is better than ~~. in the house of Israel, because of rnui: Am. 56, 

and the use of "there" in v.10 ~. (ffi's connection of this word 
with the preceding phrase is interesting and perhaps right. In 
any case Bethel is intended. U The thing seen is something to 
cause terror (the word is an intensive form (v.i.), cf. Je. 181B), and 
is explained by what follows. - There, Ephraim, thou hast played 
the harlot] For text, v.s.; the harlotry is both literal and spiritual, 
since the latter carried with it the former. Israel's calf-worship 
in Bethel and Dan seems to be the occasion of these accusa
tions. - Israel is defiled] The poetic parallel of the preceding. 

't. :,p:i1J 1 is advers.; the pron. inserted not only for emphasis, but also to 
give prominence to c,11:,.-J 1iJ:i] Cf. Ho. 57 ; used of faithlessness and 
deceit in various human relationships, and in general conduct; :i occurs 
usually, but sometimes Tl?, cf. Je. 32(). - ci.;] Ko. 373 k. - 8. "!J',J] Emph. 
by pos. and accentuation.-71H ''l'll] Cf. Is. 312 Ps. 56 ; also similar use of 
V"l, Mi. 21; cf. :i,,l', Ps. IIgl'; cf. "li:':f, Ho. 71• -c7i;,J l!l = cause; here c, 
sg., frequently pl. in this sense; for the idea of the land polluted by blood, 
Nu. 3588 Ps. rn688• -9. ,::,n] Here inf. cstr., GK. 23 I, 75 aa; not inf. abs., 
Ko. 225 6.-w•H] May be: (a) the abs. after ,,n,, c,,m being acc. of 

• So &,i;; cf, Hal.'s transpos. (v.s.). t AE., Ki.. Cal., AV. 
t Jer., Geb., Bauer, Dathe, Ros., Hi., Ew., Hd., Sim., Pu., Ke., Wil,, Schm., 

Or., Che., Reu., We., Now. 
§ Dathe, Ros., Hi., Ew., Sim., Wil., Or., Now. 
II Hi., Ew., Wil., Ke., Now., Reu. 
'II Pu .. Or. ff Ke. 

ttSim. 
tt So Geb, 
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manner; or, (b) a cstr. with .,J (v.s.); cf. Ko. 232 a.-nc,r,ns-1•] An 
unusual case of the use of Maqqeph, cf. Gn. 69 711, - np,11] Cf. "il.2-'f• Gn. 
37H Jos. 241 GK. 93 s. -10. :,,-,1,;iu] Of the form qatlO.l, GK. 84 b, m ( cf. 
-,:i,cru Jer. 4J1° [K•th.]), with the addition of ,.,. (and the fem. end. n'i); cf. 
n,,,;v, Je. 580 23H; also nil)'v, Je. 1818• 

VI. 11-VII. 2. Ephraim, to-day hardened in sin, will in the 
future discover his iniquity. 

11. ni1n• Cll] 6 Kai 'Io63a, joining with v.10• Gr. (Monatmhrift f. Gesch. u. 
Wiss. d.Judenthums, 1887, p. 528) l"IIM' CJ.-,, -,,3p nv] 6 4pxou (= '"lf, 
Aramaicizing (Vol.)) Tpiryii.11 o-e«IJT'iji; E', ,ra.peo-,ce6ii/;e o-au.,-011 Eis To i,cOepi-

o-8,jva.,; 1T pone: .S ~- Gr. ,, Ti?. n11. (?). Read with Che., n•J!' (so 
Now., Oet., Marti). Ru. Cf !'l'J~~• supposing that something like :nvn "' p, 
nt0:i, has dropped out from after cv. Bauer, ~ref, addressed to Judah. Oort 
would read nz, as imv. We. takes this and llb as a gloss on ,11,v•', 'HDi:, (71) 

(so Now., who also rejects lla as a later addition; similarly Marti, Rei. 119, 
and Dodekapropheton: Preuschen, ZAW. XV. 31; cf. Oort and Oet.).
VII. 1. ·v,, •Ho,:,] 6 joins to 611 (so also We. and Che. (CB.)) and seems to 
read :i (iv) for :i (so also Ew., Oort, Marti). Bach. (Pr.) ,11,v,, •nK"):p. 
We. and Now. consider these words" ganz verloren."-11,m] We. om. , (so 
Now., Oort (Em.), Che. (CB.), Marti; but cf. Oet.).-n,;,] 6.$1:TW sg. (so 
1'!a~ti). Meinhold (p. 84), • ., •n;i•1. Marti, 11~7~ 'li' .,,-ij)i!'] .$ adds 

~,-0· - Kil' :im] Add :,i;1:; with 6, whose ,rpos iiw611 is probably an error 
for rp~r of,cov (so Oet., Marti, Now.11); cf. the parallel Tlnl. Bach. (Pr.) 
1:i c•JlJ1 (Gr. also reads 13 for 11,:i,, but retains 'JJ in sg.). Ru. inserts 1''J7 
before 111:i• and transposes these words with the remainder of the verse 
to precede '1J1 •J1C'J and form the close of 611, - ·nil tie>c] 6 iiciha6o-,c01• 
(= tlJ?s) ;>..!Jo-T'/Jt, perhaps to be corrected to retpiiT,Ss, cf. 69 (Vol.); :&. 
l,cl/6011 lif ;>..110-.,-,Spw11; E', ;>..o,,rolill'l'l)S Be ;>..110-.,-e6e1; l:T spolians latrunculus: 
~ ~ ~o.-2. •:i,, 1,011, ,:i1] Read ·:i,:i ,,c;, '?:i. 6 joins with 

v.1 and renders 3.,,..,, o-uv</liwo-i, ws ,lioll'r'er .,.5 ,ca.plil'l- «wwv, which Vol. ex
plains as a double rendering, llr01s o-vv' being a later correction of wr ,liollT'es, 
which represents an original C'"'!QJP~· Bach. (Pr.) proposes .i:,:i 0•'1CMJ ,:in, 
as the original text of 6. Gr. ·-,:i MCH• '"'- We. and Now. suspect the 
text.-01:i:io] Bach. (Pr.) ~llPtl• Hal. •~!Jr9• 

11. Judah,/or thee also is set a harvest] An evident gloss sug
gested to the later writer by the sins of Judah which so resembled 
those here charged to Israel. Taking the :1ltitQI:, t\'lt', much variety 
of opinion has existed as to the subject; was it Judah preparing a 
harvest for Israel• (but in this case Cl is difficult); or Israel,t or 

•AE., Cal. t Bauer. 
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Yahweh,* doing the same for Judah; or is the verb to be treated 
as impersonal - one has set .for thee, etc.? t It is better to read 
r,•i: (v.s.; . cf. Ps. 104w), the passive participle. Judah, adds the 
reader, will also suffer disaster! (cf. 87 1013 ; also Is. 1,11 28~29 

J e. 513.) just as Ephraim, for has she not committed the same 
sins? Unsatisfactory is the meaning branch (cf. Jb. 49 1816 2919) 

= it has grafted a branch (i.e. of the impurity mentioned in v.10); § 
and entirely aside is the idea that the harvest is to be taken in a 
good sense, viz. blessing, deliverance. I/ - When I would turn the 
captivity (or.fortune) o.f my people] See Am. 914• The grounds for 
treating this phrase as a gloss are by no means so clear (v.s.) in 
this passage a& in some others; and while, in general, the clause 
may be taken as post-exilic, something may be said for its pre
exilic authorship here, especially if the more general of the two 
interpretations is adopted. The reference is not to an actual 
return from captivity,,r nor merely to the bringing of the people 
back to God,** but rather to the coming of a time of blessing or 
good fortune. tt It is therefore in any case parallel with the first 
clause in 71 and to be taken with it. H-VIl: 1. When I would 
heal Israel] i.e. when in mercy I would visit Israel, when my heart 
would prompt me to forgive her; cf. 513 113 je. 1714. !l is better 
than :, (v.s.). Perhaps with Nowack we should understand that 
the apodosis has been dropped out of the text, since it is difficult 
so to regard :,',JJi (v.t'.); or with Bachmann we should change the 
text (viz. 'l'.'IK1~, when I look at) to adapt it to the apodosis; the 
former suggestion is the more satisfactory. Perhaps this line read 
like this, "my hope and desire is frustrated." - For the gut'lt o.f 
Ephraim discove_rs itseij'] Something (v.s.) has been lost with 
which the , of :,',m was connected. The verb is to be taken of 
the past or present,§§ and not of the future. 1111 It is Israel's past 
and present sin which makes it impossible now to relieve her of 
the threatening calamity. On Wellhausen's suggestion for omis
sion of,, v.s.-And the evils o.f Samaria ..• ] Here a word is 
needed to complete the parallelism as well as the metre, - per-

• Geb., Pu. t Ros., Hd., Schm., Ke., Or. 
! Bauer, Dathe, Ros., Hi., Wii., Now., Che,, Reu. § Ew. II Pu., Or. 
'ff Pu,, Wii., Schm. ff Ke., McC. tt Now. tt So 6, Ew. 
§§ Ras., AE., Cal., Ros., Hd., Pu., Ke., We., Now. 1111 llf, Theod., Ew., Che. 
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haps appear (,i,)). - How they practise fraud] •:::, here might 
also mean for. ,i'iv = corruption of every kind* Q e. 613 810) 

rather than idolatry; t cf. ,i'iv ,,::i,, Mi. 612 Is. 598.-And the thief 
comes into the house] Two illustrations of the character of the 
times are given, one the prevalence of ordinary thieving, the other 
(v.i.) that of highway robbery. For the words, into the house, v.s. 
The imperfect represents the frequency of this act. -And bandt"ts 
roam abroad without] Cf. 69• - 2. They are not steadfast in their 
heart] For te]!:t, v.s. Another doubtful clause, the use of the 
preposition , being uncommon, (.'iS having evidently so~ething 
different; t and although connection with the following clause is 
demanded, it is difficult to find. Something is gained by substi
tuting ::i for ,, but fltli21: they say not = they think not is hopeless. 
On this use of ir.i!l, cf. Dt. 25 8, and for the general characteristic 
here affirmed, viz. lack of loyalty, fickleness, cf. 4lf· 67 713 104· 13 

n 12 121.-All their evil I will record] i.e. remember and punish; 
cf. 818 99 Je. 1410 4421.-Now their deeds have encompassed them] 
i.e. as witnesses of their crimes,§ or have beset them about so that 
they are entangled. The situation is that of the past and present, 
and not, as some maintain, II the future (cf. 2 8 419 Am. J11 Is. 133). 
The result is strongly introduced by now. - They have come to be 
before me] A restatement of the fact already given in 71• 

11. 1'11JII>] Cf. Am. 9H; also Ko. 329 i.-VII. 1. ·,~] On the difference 
between J and J, cf. BDB. 90 f. and 454 b; the two ~re frequently inter
changed by copyists.-~Sm] If the apod. after prec. clause,, bas its com
mon use, Ko. 415y; otherwise something has been omitted with which 1 had 
o_riginally a connection (v.s.). -l"l'i1'1] Fern. pl. with neut. idea frequent; 
masc. pl. only in Ps. 7849_; Ko. 245 a,-1'lil!ll N1J'] Chiasrn, with change of 
tense, Ko. 155.-2. SJ] Only used in more formal speech. -OJJSSJ Ordinarily 
the shorter form JS occurs in earliest poetry, Amos and Hosea; v. Briggs's 
" Study of the Use of JS and JJS in the O. T.," in Semitic Studies in Memory 
of Dr. Kokut, Berlin, 1897, and BDB. - ,,~] Cf. Ko. 389 c, who suggests 
,,.,,, a , being dropped after 'lll, 

3-7. Repentance £s impossible,· the situation is hopeless. 

3. onv,J] 6 has noun in pl. Ru. c::,•,2'':!~ on basis of m; p,,r,1,,,DJ. -,nov,] 
Read with We. m111r.i, (so Oort, Em:; Val., Now., Marti); but cf. Oet,-

* Cal., Ros., Now.H, et al~ t Jer., Theod. 
§ Mau., Ew.,·Hd., Pu., Or., Rel.llls, 

tWe., Now, 
ll Ros., Hi, 
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iLio] 8.5, 0,, pl., but still construe it as obj. of ,nee-• (so Ru.). - 0n•eor,,:n] 
.i connects with preceding.-c•'iiv] .i joins to foll. verse and reads 0n,-,111.-
4. We., Now., and Marti treat this verse as a gloss on v.6, while Oet. would 
place it after v.6• GAS. suggests that if there be a gloss, it begins with 
n:i:v,. - C•.DNJO cLi,] These words, foll . .i, are to be connected with 0,,111 of 
v.8 (so Houtsma ( TkT. IX. 62), We., Now,). Oort ( TkT. and Em.) reads 
o•"~ff 0,, on basis of E', els To µo,xe6e,11 ,,c,rvpo6µer,o1. - n.DMC n,p:i J 8 
""'6µer,os els r{,/;111 = l'li.D_!/2 (Vol.); l:T succensus a coquenlt. Read with Oort 
(Tk T.and Em.) inJ1i-l C!:1 ,j:i (so We., Val., Now.,Oet.). New. M!1MQ,'.1 -,p:i(?). 
Hal n~l!\l:' •:i.-ri:2111•] 6 K""""'u)µ""os; i., conbustio. Vol., foli. Grabe, cor• 
rects to """"1ra6~,-os. GAS. suggests ri:in, 111M as original text of e.
,,pc] 6 cl.,ro ,-;jr tf,"At,-y6s = .,2'il? (so also Oort (TkT. and Em.), Val., Now., 

Oet.). 1L jiammae, .i ~ ~; l:T paululu111 civitas. E', 1rpos o>..l-yo11 
'Ii r6>.1s. Gr. ,,p:in;,(?). Hal .,,P,1r;,.- m:rcn ip p:s:i 1111,c] 6 cl.ro tf,vpd.
vews v,-{a.,-os l111r Tov llJµwefjPCU dr6; .i ~? I-loo.:,. ~ -....U; 
QI: J,'lln 11L, i; IUl"L, 111,c )i).10; l:T a commixtione ftrmenti donec ftrmenlaretur 
lotum. Ru., by comparison with v.7 a 6, which he considers a repetition of this 
verse, secures the foll. text : tll!T,1 r,i:ur. C!;l~t:! lli~ n;t.i Id!! ,u~r lCIJ~ c•J?~ft °1~. 
Marti transposes and reads: 'Ul '111' n~M o•~i-1 II? 0~1 OIJ ita '11lt' iCf, -

Ii. 1J:,',i:, 01•] 6 both nouns pl.; .i 2d noun pl.; so many Heb. Mss. Oort 
(TkT.) sugg. cc,, (but in Em. 01•.:i) 0:,',c. Ru. reads c~•~~ and takes 
01• as a corruption of some such vb. as "they have stupefied." Gardner 
om. c,, as a dittog., , arising from preceding , and o from foll o. Marti, 
c::, and ~l•1~) for 0•~t,-i',nn] 8 o/fpf"Pro; so .Sl:T = ~',!:1'.'.' (so also Dathe, 
New., Hi., Houtsma). Gr. ~,~tir;i::,(?). Hal. n~\'.lv (so, independently, Gard
ner). Oet, ~',f,l,J·-n0n] 8 /JvµoDve",; .S'H also have infin. (so also Dathe, 
New.). Gr. I" np~r;, (so Oet., Hal.), Gardner, 10n. Miiller (SK. 1904, 
p. 125), r~ ci;,•~t:?•-1,, 1:vo] .$ both words pl. Gr. IJ'! ':!~~(?). We. and Now. 
consider these and foll. words corrupt. Oet. C':f''.'.' ':!~ 1J9~. Oort connects 
111'0 with preceding context. Ru. CQ'11 'l!! '1'~~( ?). Gardner sugg. c,u, 
for the last word. Redslob om. vs,r,..7 as a marginal gloss on vs.3· •. -6. \.:l'ii'] 
6 cl.VE1<"691]v""; .i ~ = n,;, (Seb.); l:T applicaverunt; •A.,::!:., 0. '.lfyy,v""• 
Read, with 8, ,,v.:i (Vol.). Cappellus explained 8 as= ,.:i,n; Gr.= 1n,1,; 
Bauer= 1:i,s. Michaelis reads 1:i,r, (so Boeke!, New., WRS.). Schorr (cited 
by We.), Ci;i? (so Che., Perles (Analekkn, 32), We., Oet., Now.2). Marti, 
n~~- Ru. considers it a corrupted correction of the foll. C::t'lN, Oort and Val. 
connect first two words of v.& with v.5• -c:i,] 8 transl. by pl. and makes it 
subj. of 1:i,1,.-c:i,11.:i] 6 e" ,-,r, """a.pd.vve," a.vro61, joining with the fol
lowing (Vol., foll. Bahrdt, corre~ts to ,ca.,-a.pii.v9a.,, which represents an 
original "1'111); .$ \0<!1.J~; l:T cum insidiaretur eis; 'A.,::!:., 0. eVEaf>EVnP; 
QI: rn•~lll,?1:I~~• Schorr, c.:i '1).'J (so Che., Gr., Perles (Analekten, 37), We., 
Now.s). Ru. cr)i'~• Oet. n~l!!,?,• Marti om. as gloss. - Iii"] 6 freely, inrr,o11 

••• ,'Vffl'>..f,v971. Houbigant, 11?~ (so Bottcher, Wii.), .,WRS. (Propk. 413) 
treats it as= 7111p', - cn.cMj Read cv~l! with .i ~011-\0;; so QI'; and many 
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Heb, Mss. (so Dathe, Wii., Houtsma ( TkT. IX.), Schm., Che., WRS. 
(Propk. 413), We., Val., Ru., Gu., Now., GAS., Oet., Marti). 6 'E4>pd1µ. 
(so New,, Gr.); ]:J' coqums eos; 'A. o 1riuuwv; 0. o ll'EO'W>; ~- pistor 
auTw>. Oort (T/t.T. and Em.), c,tt,--,;,J Hl1'1 .,j,J] 6 ll'pwl iPE'YEJnlli'f/, 

dveKav/i'f/, Now. -,;,::i.-'1. Ru. om. first three words as a repetition from 
v.t.--w f\H foH1]-8A Kll,1'f4'11,-yEP 11'6p; Ru. Wtt "?1~1--,~Dl] Gr. ,~s~. 

3. In their wickedness they anoint kings J According to ;PlQ!: 
the charge made is that the highest authorities, the royal per
sonages, indulge in the most sensual pleasures ; * or that the 
king is rejoiced by the violence practised and boasted of (cf. 
Is. 39 Pr. 2os.21l) by his subjects. t It is better, however, to read 
(c£ su°) anoint (v.s.); the thought then is that one king after 
another comes to the throne through acts of wickedness and 
crime. -And in their treachenes, princes] Secret intrigue, in
volving faithlessness to both fellow-man and God. - 4. Since 
they are all adulterers] viz. king, princes, and people. These 
words belong with the preceding verse as a circumstantial clause. t 
For Oort's reading, v.s.-They are like a burning oven whose 
baker] These words, with the remainder of v.4, are a gloss to 
v.6• § This is the beginning of a new sentence, and this distri
bution of letters (v.s.) avoids the serious difficulty of treating 
-,,;n as feminine.- Ceased to stir up the flame] Using -,p;~ for 
"'l"U~.11-From the kneading of the dough unn'l its leavening] i.e. 
during the period in which fermentation was taking place. 

Much variation has arisen in the interpretation of details: e.g. Ew., as the 
baker rests from heating only a short time, i.e. while he is compelled so to do 
(viz. during the few hours which intervene between the kneading of the 
dough and its fermentation), so the rulers rest from inflaming their passions 
only while they recuperate their strength for new pleasures (so Ras., Hd., Pu.). 
Others understand that the greatest heat of the oven is from the kneading of 
the dough to its leavening, because refuse, not wood, is used for fuel, and 
some hours are needed to secure the greatest heat, and that to the heat of this 
period is compared their passion (Ki., Cal., Dathe, Bauer, Ros., Wii., Schm.). 
Some desire to allegorize the statement by making Israel the dough, the king 
the, baker ( cf, Geb,, Hi.); others think that actual persons and events are 

• Che., GAS. t Bauer, Ros., Pu., Or. 
t S!, Houtsma, We., Oort (v..r.), Val., Now. 
§ This,appears from (a) the repetitions involved: (b) the relation tov,8; (c) the 

,use of ,r::,:i (v,i,), U So&, GAS., et al. 
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referred to, but that these are now unknown to us (Reuss). Some make the 
fire represent lust, while the oven is the heart; thus: "The baker ceases from 
kindling when the oven has reached a certain heat, and then he leaves the 
fire to smoulder, till the fermentation of the dough is complete, and a fresh 
heating is necessary. So after passion has once been gratified, it smoulders 
for a time, but is afterward kindled to a greater heat than before, when some 
attractive object comes within its range" (Che.; so Now.). 

5. On the day of our king they are become sick] c,•, = on 
the day, has been omitted as a case of dittography (v.s.); read in 
the plural ; * translated by day; t interpreted as the day on which 
the king was chosen, t the annual coronation day, § the birthday II 
(Gn. 4oro; cf. Mat. 146), any festival day appointed by the king,1 
-in any case a day of carousal. ,~:it,~, our king, has been read 
in plural.** +.in:,, they are become sick, or have made themselves 
sick is to be taken with pn·nces as the subject; tt others treat it as 
a causative = they made him (i.e. the king) sick; U or derive it 
from ',',n, to profane,§§ or begin. II II-The princes, with fever from 
wine] The result of drunken carousal. Many render from the 
heat of wine; ,r,r but it is perhaps stronger; cf. Mi. 1 9 2 10• *** Of 
no value is the suggestion, r,~n (cf. Gn. 21 1•) = bottles full of 
wine.ttt-He stretched forth his hand with loose fellows] Very 
difficult, perhaps impossible, to understand. t t t V.s. for suggested 
readings, none of which is satisfactory, except perhaps that of 
Gardner, who reads !:I'll., for 1:1•n',. Some kind of association 
or familiarity has been generally understood, either with drinking 

•e. 
t So Cort (v.s.) whose translation of the verse is:" Bydaytheprincesmaketheir 

king sick; he is inflamed in long succession with wine, and holds forth with 
scorners whenever they are near him." This joins 71110 with preceding clause, and 
connects i:,'1p ,:, of v.6 with v.0• Against this rendering Now. urges the meaning
less oo,, which calls for a contrasted ;it,,,; the difficulty of understanding 11:-n:i ; 
the unusual position of 1"C ncn as obj. of 7:.,0; the use of 7:.,0 in such a connec
tion; the meaningless 1J'1j:) •J; and the very doubtful use of the phrase ·m ,, to 
denote the idea of good fellowship. 

! Rashi, AE., Ki. § Cal., Geb., Che. II Bauer, Wu., Schm., Ew., Che, 
~ Marek, Ros., Hi., Sim. ** '1§.5, and many Heb. Mss. 
tt Rashi, Bauer, Ros., Ew., Or., Che., We., Now. tt AE., Ki., Pu. 
H Geb. 1111 .51T, Hi., Wii., et al. (v.r.). 
,'II Rash!, Geb., Ros., Hi., Hd., Wti., Or., Che., We. - Ew., GAS. 
ttt AE., Ki., Cal. Ut Marti om. 56 as a corrupt gloss. 



VII. 5-6 297 

companions (cf. 1 S. 2217 Ex. 231),* or with conspirators in a law
less project.t Wellhausen considers this a reference to the con
spiracy which resulted in the death of the last king ( or perhaps 
the last legitimate king). The occasion for the murder was a ban
quet given by the king to his princes, and the conspirators were, 
not these same princes, but some unmentioned individuals. -
6. For like an oven their hearts burn wtrh their intriguing] This 
translation (reading ,.,i,::, on basis of <Bi for 1::lii') furnishes an ex
cellent sense ; something which cannot be. said of :fll!H[, for which 
there have been proposed several interpretations (e.g. they prepare 
beforehand, t bring near their heart to evil works, § turn, II make 
nearly like,'if have made ready;** they draw near, like an oven is 
their heart, etc. ; tt they draw near together, i.e. king and scoff
ers ; tt they have brought their heart into their ambush as into 
the oven, cf. Ju. 1i3 Ps. 91 10 ; §§ they have laid their cursing to 
their heart as to an oven; 1111 they have made their hearts like an 
oven with their intriguing'if'if), nor of most of the emendations 
suggested; e.g. t/uir inward part is like an oven, their heart burns 
in them;*** for like an oven is tl1eir heart witliin them; ttt 
for their inward part is like an oven, their heart like a smoke
hole. ttt The •::, does not carry the thought back to v.4, §§§ nor 
does it connect v.6 with c•:ic:ic',, 111111 but serves as an asseverative 
particle.'if The thought, in general, is that of conspiracy, which 
is kept secret while it is maturing, but which after a period breaks 
out. The night is the time for development ; in the morning it 
becomes public. There seems to be no basis for the attempts of 
many commentators to connect this language with specific classes 
or events ; 'if'ir'ir the reference is rather to the many conspiracies and 
murders following Jeroboam II.**** -All night their anger sleeps] 
With c::;i~lt, or C~l(, instead of Cry!;lk (v.s.). There seems no neces
sity for changing the text to read smokes tttt (v.s.) instead of sleeps. 
The anger is that of the conspirators against those who are to be 
their victims; this sleeps only in the night. - In the morning it 

• Dathe, Cal., Ros., Ke., Wii., Or. t Che., We. t Rashi, Cal f Ki. 
II Geb. 'If Ew. ** Pu. tt Sim. 11 Bottcher, Schm. §§ Ke. 1111 Or. 
'll'll GAS. - Schorr, (cited by We.), et al. (v.s.). ttt Ru. !tt OeL 
~§§ Sim., Ke. 111111 Hi., Wii., et al. 'll'll'll Hi., Ew., Or. 
**** Ros., Hd., Che., We., Marti, et at. tttt Sug. by WRS., adopted by Che. 
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blaus like a flame of jire.-1. All of them glowing like an oven] 
This is either an unnecessary repetition from v.', or if v.' (beginning 
with ~::,) • is a gloss (v.s.), it resumes in a single line the thought 
expressed figuratively in v.6, preparatory to the presentation of the 
same thought in literal form. The order of words shows that this 
clause is subordinate; it expresses the occasion of the actions next 
described. The entire people are represented as filled with the 
passion of conspiracy, and consequent! y- they devour their rulers] 
It will be remembered that the reigns of Zechariah, Shallum, Men
ahem, Pekahiah were respectively six months, one month, six 
years, one year. These were followed by Pekah (six years) and 
Hoshea (eight years). In the period of about twenty years six kings 
sat on the throne; cf. 2 K. 15.t The term c•~ti'l', commonly ren
dered judges, here means rulers, i.e. the nobles, including kings 
and princes. It is frequently applied to kings, cf. Is. 4023 Ps. 2 10• 

-AU their kings have fallen] A poetic parallel for the preceding 
line. Some fell by assassination, others by the hand of a foreign 
enemy. This statement could not have been written earlier than 
Menahem's time.-No one among them calling for me] A circum
stantial clause added to give a prophetic touch to the historical 
statement which preceded. Notwithstanding the serious situation 
(" four regicides within forty years") none among the people t 
(cf. vs.9• 10· 14• 16), rather than the princes,§ call on Yahweh for help. 

4. o~:,] Subj. of circ. cl. joined with prec.-,o:,] Poet. for:>; cf. 812 131 ; 

10 is another form of n~, what; the usage is a pleonastic one/ cf. Arab. LG 
in l+?.-,un] No art., according to Ko. 299/, because the accompanying 
attrib1i"ie does not denote a permanent characteristic.-1"1DH0 :,i)l1l} On basis 
of :1fllt1![;, the fem. :i.,, without accent is discussed, GK. Sok; ar::;f !:I as denot
ing agent,Ko.107 . .:....1n1on] \ is subj.-15. l"l:I] On prep.after cstr.H.9, 
2 b; Ko. 336w, and note the om. of IQ from non, where it is syntactically 
required; Ko. 33on.-c,n~] Not Qal ptcp., but P8lel, with t1 omitted. 
- 6. ,p:i •. , -~:,-~:,) Emph. pos.; acc. of time. -:i;i;i~] ,, instead of a or a 
before :;i, in the second syl. before the tone; cf. 0''1'0!;'l GK. 27q.-'1. c½,] 
Subj. introd. circ. cl.-1~:;11,] = lmpf. frequent., describing the repeated con
spiracies; Dr. § IIJ (4), a. - cri•~~o-~:,] Chiastic order. - Hij'-pH] The 

• So Ru. (v.s.). 
t For an account of the seditions and conspiracies which filled this period, 

v. WRS. Projh. r51 ff.; Sta. G VI. I. 575-002, 
l Pii., Ke., Wii., Che,, We., et al. § Geb., Ros., Ew. 
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verse closes as it began with a circ. cl., the two intervening lines being 
arranged chiastically, 

§ 9. The confusion of the nation. 78-88• Israel is losing 
herself among the nations, and yet she is blind to the fact. 
In her arrogance she is turning away from her God, thus chal
lenging his punishment. Israel is a silly dove turning hither and 
thither, only to be caught in the net; 7s-12• Destruction awaits 
her; for against me, though ready to redeem her, she has lied. 
Instead of sincere worship, her people merely howl for corn and 
wine, and cut themselves and rebel. They desire evil; they are 
a deceitful bow; their princes shall perish; ,ia-18• Assyria is 
about to attack them ; they may cry unto me, but it will not avail, 
for they have spurned the good; 81-s. 

In this piece we may note: (1) a change of measure, the lines containing, 
for the most part, four words instead of three; (2) a remarkable use of 
parallelism, the entire piece falling into couplets; (3) an apparent grouping 
of these couplets in pairs; (4) a division into three strophes, the first having 
three such pairs of couplets, i.e. twelve Jines; the second the same; while the 
third, which forms the climax to the whole piece, contains one such pair, or 
four lines; (5) a more conspicuous effort than has heretofore been noted to 
introduce those points which conduce to symmetry. In the arrangement here 
proposed the following modifications of the text are adopted : ( 1) the clause 
cn-,y, yorv:, C"1'tl'II in 12c is transferred to follow immediately upon v,1°, (2) It 
is understood that the line now consisting of ci!lN •~JIil ( v,13 <) is incomplete, 
two words being lost. (3) The words lllY, ll (713) are treated as a gloss. 
(4) The two clauses forming the second half of 81, beginning 1)1', are treated 
as a later interpolation. 

8. c•cy:i] 6 i,, To,s "®is at!Toii = l'llJ7), - ',',1)n• 11,n] 8 vvveµ.C,ywTo; 
Syr.-Hex. 111n r::i',:,r,c. Oet. ,1:i: 111n (so Marti, Now.2); Gardner, ,,~l n~~-
C'"DII] Gr. om. as dittog.-nl)]] 6 i-yKpv,t,la,; so 'F subcinericius panis, 
E', ws 1,, v1rooL~ 1revvbµ.eJ10s llpTos.-n~1cn •~:i] $ adds ~l~; so ~-

P V > 
Hence Ru. ,~~i;I ;,,~1cn 11,,. -9. $ supplies ~<11 at beginning. - y,,J 
l!J l,yvw; hence Ru. 1'?~,-cJJ l:T sed et. -l:I i'li'it) l!J l~,jvlh1va.v a1n-rjl; 

E', 1/071 TV'YX«YWv; $ ~ ....r::l.il.l; QI:: llll"ll:l~; l:T tjfusi sunt in eo, Ru. 
lr,~"l l.,~; Gr. \J :i1rn (so BDB.( ?) ) j Oet. 1:1 i'li;"1l (so Marti, Now.2). -

10. l"IJJ.'l] 6 Kai T«1r<LvwO,jvera,; so$ and l:T; cf. 56.-11',i] Oet. om. ,.
!'111! S:i:i] 6 iv 1ra.v1 Tovro,s; so 'F in omnibus his: $ om. -18 c. C"'D•N] 
Ru. "'c:i:i; Oct. c·rc~(?); Gr. □ -:\';':':! (so Now., Oet., Hal., et al.). Marti. 
01~!:I = c:i~~~--cn,p~ l.llJIC'J] 6 iv ~f aKoi) Ti7s ll'Alt/tews atn-wv, reading cny,', 



300 HOSEA 

(Cap., Vol., Now.), or cin,:r', (Cap.); ~ ~~?OU'? ~ ~ = cn1"Tif, 
(Seb.) j 2:. µa.pT1Jplas [ a.VTWII] ; w rnn:rn ~).'CIV"! 1,p = cn:rv, l)Cll',a! (Sim., 
Seb.); '!J" and 'A.= .tlflW. Ru. c~•::i~ Sw;1r,i~; Gr. cn,111, ;,orv o~ cm,rv,; 
Hal. ·,;, ;oll'~ or ;ol!iD; Oet. cn;•i ,v c;,11' (cf. Marti); Gardner, ;tJVJ 

- \ T ; T ; • l TT T - "• l 
1
y ,.._ 

en,~',. Miiller ( SK. 1904, p. 125) c~~~ ·rt>.:,, - 11. ,ic,p] $5 ~""1 = 1Jip 
. V y 

(Seb.).-iwic] Gr. i"t'}lll't:f.-12. -,ii,ic.:,J ~ ;""p; W ,nic.:i = "111'NJ,-c:,,1,p] 
E1, Ko,vfi • /Jn «a.! Ko,vfi ..-dvres lf11µa.prfJKa.tTu1.-13. en, "!11'] 6 8ElXa.wl el,rw; 

► V V P ~ 

~ ,0m...::::.::. lZi...1 I~; • A . ..-poJJ0µ1J ain-ois; E1, lK..-opQfi,rovra,; 0. TaXa.1• 

..-wpla.. Gr. c~,, i•ic.-,:mn] Ru. om. ,.-14. CJ?J] 6 a.I Ka.polu., ain-w11, as 

subj. of ,1,;r, omitting J; ;6 ~~ ~ ~- -cmJ.:,rvoJ $5 sg. noun; 

'A., 2:. &.o-eX-yws; Sm, (Rel.1 125), c~,.,!!~r,i; Oet. cq•!)~ri;i. Read, with Gard
ner, CQIM?[l:l, -,,,un,] Read, with 6, KaTeTiµ.JJOvro, ,,,1.m, (so also Houtsma, 
Seb,, Vol., Che., Gr., We., Gu., Ru., R'.:'.m., Now., GAS., BDB., Oet., Marti, 

et al,). xT ruminabant; .S ~b.&,1:,.!;&i; 'A . ..-ep,eo-1rwvro; l:. lµ71pvKwvro; 

E' om. Hal. 1,'!iJn:.-1,10•] $ 0?~=; 6 joins with foll. verse, l..-aw
"68710-a.11 = ~,9; (Cap., Vol.), or ,,o, (Gr.), or .,.,~t (Wii.); l:. lieKX,M11; E1, 

a.1rltTT'f/tTav. Ru. 1,'c,~i Gr. !"1?'. (so Hal.) Read, with Houtsma, .. ,-,10: (so 
Now., Oet.), Marti, ,,,i:,, .,,,o, us.ing •nii:,, of v.15.-111. ,nprn ,n-,o, mn] 
6 Ka.')'w Karl,rxvo-a, omitting T,n-,i:,, (so also Ru. and Oet., who also om. , 
from before ,iic); l:. l-yw ol hraloevo11 av-rovs_ Perles (Analektm, 6o), 'l'l"Ttp•; 
Gr. C'l'l"!Q'; Hal. 'l'l"'!l!?t:t• -cn111,1] Gardner, cnic ,;,,r. Ru. om. v.15 as bre~k
ing the ~onnection and repeating v.18 in form and thought, -16. 1:m1"] Ru. 

mrum Oet. ill'iJ~.-':>;i ic':>J 6 els otlobr = ic'i 1,p (Vol.); .S ~,.::,C Jf ~; 
li ut essent absque jugo; 2:. els TO µ11 f;,ceu, fll'Y6"; E', 1M otd-yao-t",, ltnv fv-yoii, 
New. ,,l/.,, 1h; Oort, .,',,i,,;, w, (so Val., Oet.), or ',,;,n, ic':>; Marti, 'P-~ 
(.Rei. 147; Ru., Now.; but cf. Sellin, Beitrage, II. 306); Gr. ',,p,, ic',',. 
- T11Vi'] Sellin (Beitrage, II. 306), n\ifJ. - :,,o,J 6 lvreTaJJ,eJJOP; l:, a.JJEO"Tpa.µ,. 
}J,EJJOII; E1, o,ao-Tpo,j>o11.-cv1] 6 and ·e. a...-a,oevo-la.11 = C~21:? (Gr.); 'A, dd 
lµfJp,µfi,rews; E1, o,d: µa11la11; W mo 1,po. Ru. i'O.l!i:?• Marti, 'l?J.'ll?•-ci1rv,] 
Oet. •Jllli';· Marti, c~,tg~w.-c;~~] 6 ,j>a.vXwµ6s ain-w11 = OJ-~JZ, (Gr.); 

£ ~~,;=.:., = chrp (Ru.); 'A. µv;,cO,o-µ,os; l:. ll i,p8l-yfa11To; E1, ain-11v 

ifJXao-,j>fiµ710-ap; t!l: r1n,"!JJ.' = cn•·.,vo (Ru.). Gr. cr,~v; Oet. o'ic11. Oort om. 
C)Jl' n as a .dittog. - C•"1Jtl r- «:i] Ru. 1:)11'!11.''· - mi 1. ,od ,~n ,N] 8 Eis 
Kp;ro11 ain-w~ &is -yo}= "1DJU [□]P'" ',ic (Voi.), or,Drv:, (Gr.); .S ,,..1 ~c:a 
f.Jr-'I = ,orv:, i:,n, omitting ',t,t (Seb.). Ru. ,,n~, omitting ieii,:,.:, as dittog, 
of ,111i:,; Oort, "1DJ1 1:,n',,, to be joined with the last two words of 718 ; 

Houtsma, "l~f~ 0~7 ',~; Gr. ?'i' for Sic. - "111>J:,J Gr. sugg. it may be dittog. 
from "1Dr:>:,; Hal. n.~·1~; Gardner, ,1r;ir;i. Read "1o/..l '-? (so We., GAS.).
:,,:,, ri•J] Ru. ,r,,:i. · Gr. n,m, r,,:i.-',i,,J Gr. ',~r,,1·;· Now. om. n as a later 
addition. Marti, foll. a suggestion of Che. (Exp. 1897, p. 364), reads l<>: 

·, ·:i-,; :i71;, C:!:;1 ,~11Y2 7i.:'i;,t1-'il'.I - 2. li'J1T' ] .! adds o~fo. - ':>t-t"111>• J 61, 
and .$ om, (so Dathe, Gr,, Now., Oet., Marti).-•:i'iN) 6 c\ /Je6q ,$ 1st 
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p. pl. suff.; hence Oet. and Marti c•n~N or ll•n~N. - Ru. om. v.2 as in part 
a repetition of 714 and in part a dittog.; Marti om. vs,1,2 as glosses.-3. Ml!] 

6 8n, ,c.r.}..,; hence Gt-, Ml! •:i (so Ru., Now,), -10,-,, :i•1N] 6 ix8poP ,care• 
6lwi;aP (= ii,,-,, or io,,). Ru. en~ l!l"l"l JlN, joining first word of v.4 with 
v.8; Hal, lll"l1; JJ~· 

8. Ephraim - among the nations he lets himself be mixed] 
On t,t,i:lri', v.i.; although somewhat uncertain,* it may be ac
cepted as a fairly satisfactory reading. The meaning is not 
ls kneaded, t referring to the loss of independent existence in 
exile ; nor does it refer to the seeking for help from the outside 
nations ; i but rather to the acceptance of the foreign fashions 
and ideas which came in upon Israel in connection with the 
opening up of commercial relations with the outer world.§ This 
is the third or fourth time in Israel's history when the nation 
is brought into intimate relations with the outside world. From 
the association with Assyria, much good will come ; for a new 
and larger horizon will be secured and important steps forward 
will be taken toward higher conceptions of God and of the 
world : but with this good, there is coming also much that is 
bad, much that can "dissipate and confuse " the weaker of the 
nation. " The tides of a lavish commerce scattered abroad the 
faculties of the people, and swept back upon their life alien 
fashions and tempers, to subdue which there was neither native 
strength .. nor definiteness of national purpose." II - Ephraim -
he has become a cake not turned] As a result of mingling with 
the foreign nations and accepting their ideas, Israel has become 
an unturned cake - the round, flat cake, baked on hot stones 1 
( cf. 1 K. I 96) - a striking figure, which describes the condition 
of things at home as growing out of that abroad. The point of 
emphasis does not rest on the fate of the unturned cake, which, 
of course, is destroyed; nor on the fact that, such a cake being 
half-ruined, Israel, likewise, is half-ruined; ** nor on any specific 
reference to their opinions concerning the worship of idols ; tt 
but rather upon that weakness of the national character which 

* We. t Ras., Bauer, Or. II GAS. I. ZJI, 
1 AE., Eich., Mau., Che., Reuss. 'II Now. Arck, I. III. 

§ Ki., Cal., Ros., Hd,, Wii., d al, ff Che, tt AE., KL 
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was exhibited, in the inconsistencies of which they were guilty, 
the lack of thoroughness with which their plans were executed, 
the wrong direction pursued by those in charge of the national 
policy, and the lack of proportion in national effort. "How 
better describe a half-fed people, a half-cultured society, a half
lived religion, a half-hearted policy, than by a half-baked scone?"• 
- 9. Strangers have devoured his strength and he knows it not] 
The strangers are the foreign nations already mentioned. The 
reference is a general one, taking in all with whom Israel had 
come in contact in these times, viz. the kings of Syria, Hazael, and 
Benhadad in the times of Jehoahaz (2 K. 812 1032 1J7); Tiglath
pileser, the king of Assyria, called Pu! (2 K. 1510.2°), who exacted 
tribute from Menahem, and took away territory from Pekah 
(2 K. 15~; and likewise the Philistines (Is. 911), and Egypt, 
with whom Israel was always warring. For other cases of i:,ll, 
strength, used in the sense of property, cf. Pr. 510 Jb. 622• tii' N', 
(cf. Is. 18) = he does not understand the meaning of the punish
ment (21 516); rather than, he does not understand anything,t 
i.e. has not come to discretion, or does not know Yahweh. t
Yea, gray hairs are sprinkled upon him and he knows it not] 
Cf. 7" Is. 464 Ps. 719• The nation is represented as passing 
through the various stages of human life. Israel has lost his 
strength; but that is not all, he has reached such an old age, 
as is seen from the appearance here and there of gray hairs, 
that there is no hope of regaining the strength which has been 
lost. The inevitable accompaniment of old age is weakness. 
This representation of the state as an individual, called personi
fication, is one of the most interesting features of Hebrew style; 
cf. the suffering servant of Is. 421·9 44lf· 52lll-5312, and the col
lective "I II of the Psalter. -10. The pride (or arrogance) of 
Israel has witnessed against him] See on 5i ; cf. Am. 46. 11• 

Yahweh is not the witness,§ but their own pride of heart which 
blinds them to the sure fate that is rapidly overwhelming them. 
The evidence of arrogance has been very clear in the historical 
events of the period, especially in their attempt now to secure 

• GAS. I. 273; so We., Now., el al. 
t Hi., Pu., Wii., Or. 

t t!r, Theod., Abarb, 
§ Hi., Ke., Che. 
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Assyria's favor, and again, that of Egypt.*-Yet they do not return 
to Yahweh their God and seek him for at! this] Cf. Is. 912· 17• 21• 

The logical relationship of the verbs in this verse is somewhat 
obscure on account of the use of the tenses.t Some treat the 
three clauses as coordinate; :j: others § make :i,u the predicate 
not only of ,, JitO but also of the two following clauses, trans
lating : Then testifies against Mm the pride of Israel and that 
they do not return to Yahweh, etc.; but this construction is cum
bersome and unnecessary; for this use of mu,, v.i. -12 c. I wit! 
chastise them by the abundana of their afjlictions] This trans
lation (reading en~', u::w:: (v.s.)) is one of several attempts (v.s.) 
to get a tolerable meaning out of the clause. :fJ.lll'1r as their con
gregation has heard, if accepted, would mean in a general 
sense, as has been publicly proclaimed, either through the prophets 
(cf. Am. 211 r, 2 K. 1713), II or if the passage is late, through the 
reading of the law (Dt. 2 7 and 28),1 Of considerable interest 
is the interpretation of Rashi, who without noticing the anach
ronism understands this of Jeremiah (373 423 308); that of Hitzig, 
who reads: according t() what is heard of (=concerning) their 
congregation, i.e. the Assyrian party which (note i::i',•) relied 
especially on the foreign power ; and that of Ewald, who inter
prets : like a prophetic oracle prophesying this very thing an
nounced to their congregation by a former prophet. But with 
@S!,i![; most commentators have found this peculiarly difficult, 
only lJ and 'A, supporting it. For the reading proposed, Ps. 1611 

Jb. 141 10" furnish analogies. This clause is detached from 
v.m and placed here because ( 1) it is superfluous in v.12, the 
thought of punishment being there already fully expressed ; more
over, this prosaic statement is not in keeping with the figurative 
language of vs.11· 12; (2) it furnishes just the required conclusion 
for the thought of v.18. -11. And so Ephraim has become like a 
foolish dove without understanding] The dove, celebrated in prov
erbs** for its simplicity and unsuspicious nature, flies thought
lessly from one danger, that of the pursuing hawk, to another, 

• Cf. especially GAS. I. 337. t GAS., et al. II Dathe, Or., Wii. 
t Marti om. 10 as a gloss. 9 Ew., We., Now. 'II Bauer, Pu., Ke,, et al. 
" Cf. the Arabic proverb, "There is nothing more simple than the dove•; a 

similar proverb was current among the Greeks and Romans. 



HOSEA 

the fowler's net;* or having in search of food lost its home, 
flutters hither and thither without purpose or plan.t Such has 
Israel become ( cf. J e. 521). The words " foolish " and "without 
understanding" are here connected with the dove, t not Ephraim.§ 
Cf. the parallel phrase :i~ -.i;r:, (Pr. 632 i 1013· 21), and the phrase 
of opposite meaning :i', l:l!IM (Pr. 1129). - To Egypt they cry,· to 
Assyn·a they go] By some these statements are supposed to be 
specific allusions to certain historical events, e.g. the former to 
2 K. 178, the latter to 2 K. 1519 (cf. 513 89• 13 121).11 But it is 
better to take it in a more general sense as referring to the 
foreign policy, controlled now by the Assyrian party, now by 
the Egyptian, - a policy of hesitation and indecision which 
marked the entire period of the monarchical supremacy.1 -
12. As they go, I will spread over them my net] Cf. Ez. 1213 

17ro 198 328 Jb. 196• -,i,K:i = not wherever•• nor the more,tt but 
as soon as, U i.e. as soon as they seek the help of other nations, 
whether Egypt § § or Assyria. 1111 The spreading over them of the 
net signifies the calamity which is about to fall upon them, viz. 
the captivity.-Like birds of the air I will bn"ng them down] 
A poetic parallel for the preceding phrase, expressing destruc
tion. Yahweh will bring them down, just as birds of the air 
are brought down, i.e. by a bait which allures them,11 or by 
missile weapons.*** -13. Alas for them that they have strayed 
from me] This wandering away from Yahweh does not refer to 
their acceptance of the calves, ttt nor generally to their lack of 
obedience (cf. Ps. 2111f-); II but, while the language may have 
been drawn from the figure of the foolish dove wandering away 
from its nest Ut (cf. Is. 162 Pr. 278), the special sin rebukedis that 
of seeking the help of Assyria and Egypt. For other cases of 
"iK cf. 912 Is. 66 Nu. 21 29 Je. 13'll.-Destruction to them, that they 
have rebelled against me !] Here a stronger expression is em
ployed, viz. that of rebellion, apostasy, which means (a) the 

• So Hi., Hd., Che., Reuss. t Ew., Or. :t Ros., Now, § Ke. II Ros. 
'II Cf. McC. HPM. §§ 63I-633, 650, 652 ff., 677 ff., etc.; Gu. Gesck. pp, I88, 206 f., 

2Io, 216,222,224, aud art. " Israel," EB. §§ 30, 34, 36; Barnes, art." Israel, History 
of," DB. II. 5r2f. 

** Pu. tt Wu., Che., GAS., Now. 1111 Jer., Ros. ... Hd. 
tt Ew. §§ Ras., AE. "il'II Wu., Che. ttt Ki. 
Ut Hd., Ke., Wii., Che., Or., Now. 
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breaking of bonds that have existed, and (b) the claiming of 
release from former responsibility. On i!D, v.s. -And shall I 
redeem them .•. ] Cf. 1J1¼. The imperfect ciElK has been 
treated ( 1) as expressing desire,* I have desired to redeem them, 
but, etc.,· ( 2) as a frequentative of past time, t I have often re
deemed them, but, etc.,· (3) as conditional, t if I should, etc., they 
would only, etc.,· but it is simpler to understand the clause as 
interrogative, although no interrogative particle is prefixed§ (v.i.) ; 
or as exclamatory, 11 I redeem them when they, etc. I This ex
plains the presence of •~,K in the principal clause, although it 
is not especially emphatic. There had been frequent instances 
of redemption in the past, but these do not bear upon the 
present situation. - When they have spoken lies about me] i.e. 
represent me wrongly, misunderstand me, and think evil of me; 
meaning by this not simply that they were acting as hypocrites 
in their worship,1 nor that they thought Yahweh unable to help 
them (Je. 149 448),** but rather that their entire conception of 
him was wrong,-in other words, they did not know Yahweh. 
-14. And they have never cn'ed unto me with their heart] 
Cf. Ps. r 1910 ; the cry which has gone forth has not been honest 
and sincere, i.e. from the heart, or with ~. their hearts have not 
cned unto me. Cf. 1 S. 128· 10 Is. 2913 Ps. 84 2• -But they keep 
howling beside their altars for corn and new wine] i.e. for 
material blessings, - the beastlike cry of the animal for food, 
etc., and not the true cry of a soul for God. :taf(m; on their beds 
cannot stand, for it must mean that they eat the meal of the 
sacrifice, offered to secure these material blessings, while reclining 
upon divans, or couches; and this is hardly supposable. The 
emendation adopted (v.s.) is quite simple and natural, and better 
than others proposed, e.g. ?'\"lKW~, kneading-trough (v.s.), which 
Nowack rightly characterizes as affording no adequate sense ; 
but Nowack is wrong in supposing that ',!,! with •w~ must have 
the same meaning as ',!,! with the other words. For an example 
of a preposition used in two senses in the same verse cf. !I in 
43 55• - They cut themselves, they rebel against me] This ren-

* Ras., AE., Ki., Hi., Ke., Wii., Or., Che. 
t Theod., Cal., Ros., Hd., Pu. ! Eich. 
ff Hi., Ke., Che., et al. 

X 

§ Geb., Reuss, Now. 
II We. 'II Bauer, Ros. 
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dering of an emended text c,,,~r,•, v.s.) represents the people 
as engaged in the well-known mourning custom, forbidden in 
Dt. r41 Lv. r928 2 r5, but kept up even in the latest times ( cf. 
I K. 1828 Je. 166 415 47' 4881).* ;.iltm: (,,.,~n•), in which., occurs 
instead of the suggested "l, has been translated : ( 1) they collect 
themselves, i.e. to rebel t or to eat and drink, t or to buy wheat 
and wine offered for sale,§ or to make solemn processions to 
their idols ( cf. Jo. 113 «. 216 «·) ; II ( 2) are in distress; 1 (3) excite 
themselves;** (4) howl, roar (cf. Je. 3e>28).tt The second word 
(i,,c•) also needs emendation, for ,,c is invariably followed by lb; 
,,c (v.s.), cf. 416 915 Is. 1 28, gives the right idea. H-15. Although 
it was I who trained and strengthened their arms J To be taken with 
the following clause. The pronoun is emphatic, and the circum
stantial clause expresses the idea of concession. The usual mean
ing of ,c-, chasten, punish,§§ i.e. strengthened by chastisement, 
gives no sense. If ;.iltm: is retained it must mean trained, or dis
czplined, 1111 and be taken with their arms ( cf. Ps. 1834 1441), unless 
we read c•ri,c', I trained them (v.s.). For the phrase strengthen 
their arms, cf. Ez. 3024• 25, also Ps. 1015 7111 1 S. 231 2 Ch. 328 

Is. 48H Zc. I 1 17.- Yet concerning me they keep thinking (only) evtt'] 
The base ingratitude is pictured with which they treat the very one 
who gave them strength to secure their victories. This puts more 
strongly the thought already expressed in v.18. That they do think 
evil of him is evident from the abandonment of him involved in 
going after Egypt and Assyria, for there could be no association 
with these nations without some recognition of their deities. Such 
recognition was of course inconsistent with a right conception of 
Yahweh. There is probably no reference to the calf-worship.11 
-16. They turn, (but) not upwards] Cf. u 7• This is the 
accepted rendering of ;.ilti!r, but is unsatisfactory. For discussion 

•So Qli. On this custom cf. WRS. Sem. 32rf.; We. Reste2, r81; C. J. Ball, 
art. "Cuttings of the Flesh," EB. §§ r, 2; Schwally, Das Lehn naclt dem Tode, 
I6ff.; Frey, Tod, &eleng-laube und Seelmkult im alt. Isr., 134ff.; Griineisen, Der 
Altnenkultus u, die Urrelig-ion Isr., 73; Zapletal, Der Totemismus u. d . .Rei. Isr., 
IOO-II2, 

t Ras. § Ki. 
t AE., Ke. 11 Ros., Hd., Or. 
§§ So Ras., AE., Geb., Pu. 

~ Jib, Bauer, Schm, 
"Ew. 

1111 Bau~r, Ros., Hi., Ke., Now., Or., Che., Reuss, et al. 

ttHi. 
!! Now. 



flt ~V !!l ! substantive, v.i. Some understand ',i, as used for 
:,',i, = height, here the highest;• others, as = y,•',i,, the high, 
exalted one = God ; t others, simply as an adverbial accusative 
= upwards,- t others with (Bi and .S tum the words around and 
read K:, ',i, = K11t' ',i,, to that which is nothing= idols.§ The 
suggestion of ',pi,, to Baal, seems to relieve the difficulty and 
is probably to be accepted; v.s. for other suggestions. -They 
have become like a bo·w which swerves] Ps. 12021:. The com
parison ( cf. Ps. 78°7) is not to a bow ( 1) whose string has lost 
its elasticity, and consequently the arrow fails to reach its mark, II 
nor (2) one which cannot be used because it is relaxed,,r nor 
(3) one whose string breaks without shooting the arrow,** nor 
(4) one which strikes and wounds the bowman,tt but rather (5) to 
a bow which is expected to shoot in one direction but actually 
shoots in another, thus failing to accomplish its end. t t It is 
thus with Israel. Cf. the vineyard which was expected to yield 
good grapes, but actually yielded wild grapes, Is. 51-1• - Their 
pn'nces shall fall by the sword because of the insolence of their , 
tongues] For are not the princes (t'.e. the leaders) everywhere 
represented as being primarily responsible? Upon them espe
cially will fall the doom which the sword of Assyria§§ will execute. 
It is because the Egyptian party has secured the supremacy that 
this evil fate is announced. The leaders who have persuaded 
their followers to adopt a policy hostile to Yahweh's teachings 
and threatenings will now suffer the misery which must surely 
follow. But what was the character of their tongue or language, 
which has led to this result? Was it its roughness, 1111 its decep
tive tone,,r,r its haughty boasting,*** its pride, depending upon 
Egypt as protection,ttt its mockery and scepticism, its inso
lence as displayed toward Yahweh, t U its bitterness? § § § Why 
should we have expected" falseness"? Only here and Je. 1517 

is ci,r used of men; elsewhere (e.g. Is. 105• 25 1l, etc., v.i.) 

• Mau., Hes. t Ki., Cal., Hd., Pu. 
:t Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Wii., Or., Che., Reuss, § Bauer. 
II Ke., Reuss, We. ,i Ew. ff ::2, (v.s,), Ros. tt Jer., Or. 
tt Rashi, Ki., Cal., Geb., Hi., Hd., Sim., Pu., Wii., Now., Che., GAS. 
§§ Cf. Meinhold's view that Syria is alluded to, not Assyria, 1111 Rashi. 
,I,i Ki., Ros., Pu. "'" Cal. ttt Hd. :tll WU., Now., Or., Che. §§9 GAS, 
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only of Yahweh; hence the suggestion of my tongue (i.e. Vah• 
weh's); but upon the whole the rendering insolence satisfies 
the context. This insolence ef tongues has been exhibited espe
cially - in the land ef Egypt] Cf. Isaiah's sermons at this same 
time against the representatives of the Egyptian party. The 
words this their scorn are a gloss* explaining the •', CL!! (v.s.). 
While they are depending upon Egypt, boasting of their strength, 
only scorn and derision will Egypt accord them.t For other 
treatments of C)LI',, v.s.; but cf. Ewald- that is their scorn with 
the land ef Egypt. Nothing now may interpose to stay the doom 
of a people whose apostasy and treachery are so evident. De
struction is certain. - VIII. 1. To thy mouth with the trumpet!] 
The text is difficult and perhaps corrupt, both ~ and .S grouping 
the consonants so as to make words different from those in 
~©:: (v.s.). Nothing is to be said for the emendations pro
posed ( v.s.) ; nor is the case quite so bad as is thought by 
Nowack, who leaves the clause untranslated. 11'.:1 = mouth (Pr. 58 

87 Jb. 3 r30 ; cf. also Ct. 516 79). t It is the sounding of the alarm 
uttered to the prophets by Yahweh, for the enemy is now approach
ing ( cf. 57 ff. Am. 51 ff. Is. 52.1 lf. i7), - For an eagle (comes down) upon 
the house ef Yahweh] For text, v.s. The Assyrian, cf. Dt. 2849 

(not including Nebuchadnezzar and the Roman armies§), will 
come with the swiftness of the eagle ( cf. the description of his 
march in Is. 526--31). This is the explanation of the alarm; II and 
not a further command to the prophet to fly like an eagle to 
Yahweh's house.-;f The attack will be made upon Yahweh's 
house, i.e. not the temple in Jerusalem,** nor the temple in 
Samaria,tt nor the people of Israel tt (Nu. 127), but rather the 
land of Israel, as also in 915 ( cf. 93). §§ Here is to be compared 
the Assyrian name for Palestine, Mt ljumn·, 1111 and for a king
dom in North Syria, bit Adini. -Because they have transgressed 
my covenant ( = ordinance) and trespassed against my law] 
Clearly a later addition.'J'J For this use of M'"'\!i, cf. 2 K. 1 r• 

• Oort (v.s.); Marti om. 16b as a gloss. 
t Cal., Ros., Hd., Sim., Pu., Ke., Wii., Now., Or. t Ki., Hd., GAS., BDB. 
§ Jer., Pu. II Ros., Hd., Ew., et al. "ii AE.; cf. Hi. ff Jer., Theod. 
tt Ew. t! Cal., Bauer, Hd., Ke., Wii., Or. §I Hi., Now., Che. 
1111 Cf. KA T.8 247. "il,1 Cf. Now,, Oort (v.s.). 
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Je. 116 3413•18 Ps. 10510 ; * but these ordinances (consider the 
Book of the Covenant or Ordinances) are based upon the con
stitutional agreement which was understood to have been entered 
into between Israel and Yahweh at Sinai (v.i.). •r,-,,r, here (cf. 
also 46) refers to a written law which was "more ethical and 
religious than ceremonial." t - 2. To me they wilt (then) cry, 
My God, we know thee, we Israel] To me is in strong contrast 
with those to whom they have turned in the past. This will 
take place when the disaster is upon them, cf. 51a 61 tr·. The 
cry will be one claiming relationship with and intimate knowledge 
of Yahweh, which is urged as a ground for deliverance. Just 
so Yahweh is represented as recognizing Israel in Is. 4J1. The 
utterance is intentionally broken and rough. The singular my 
God, used of each individual t (cf. Is. 538 1 S. 510), passes abruptly 
into the plural, the nation as a whole. It is interesting that (lj 
and .$ omit Israel (v.s.), which is in apposition with the we of 
the preceding verb. § This is simply a prediction of the coming 
time when Israel will view the situation in a different manner 
from that employed at present. It is not a question of astonish
ment, II nor is the language ironical,,r or potential.** Cf. Well
hausen's suggested translation: "to me, they cry: 'My God'; 
but I know thee, 0 Israel." -3. For Israel hath spurned the 
good] Yahweh's thought- hardly an answer, as most com
mentators take it. "The good" thus rejected with loathing (v.i.) 
includes everything for which Yahweh has stood-as opposed 
to the turning to Assyria and Egypt- as well as Yahweh him• 
self; tt cf. Am. 54· 6· 14. Seek me = seek the good. ::me without 
the article is especially strong. •;, found in (lj is to be restored. 
The whole case has been stated ; again goes forth the proc• 
lamation : let the foe pursue him] On the form, v.i. 

B. ll'"1£11!] Empb. pos.; to drop the second one (v.s.) leaves the construe• 

" lion with :-w1 awkward. -',',1:m,J Cf. Ar. J:;j, moisten; Assyr. barn.In= 
pour out; Syr. ~ (in derivatives) mix. This is only occurrence of 
Hithpo.; Qal. = mix, is used of confusion of speech in Gn. n 1· 9 CJ), but 

• See Che. t Now.; cf, Or. on 812• t Hi., Hd., Ke., Wu., McC., Now., Che. 
~ Geb., Ros., Hi., Ew., Hd., Pu., Ke., Che., Now., et al. 11 Ew. 'If Hi. 
** Hd. tt SQ.jer., AE .. Ki. 
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chiefly of the mixing of flour with oil in sacrifices, e.g. Nu. 718 Lv. 2'l; it is 
distinctly characteristic of P. This verb is used intentionally in view of the 
figure of the cake in the next clause. The derivation from ',':,,:i = n':t.:i waste 
away (so Ew., BSZ.) is unnecessary and without support, and renders the 
significance of !J•ti;,.:i obscure, while no sufficient reason for the use of Hithpo. 
appears (Now.).-•':t.:i] Here with a ptcp., more frequently with nouns; cf. 
2 S. 121 Ps. 19". Note the perfect symmetry of the two lines and the recur
rence of:;- in St (four times).-9. 111m] Introducing a circ. cl. with vb. in 
pf.-npir] This is the only case where this vb. is used intransitively (Ki., 
Hi., Sim., Ke., Wii., Now.); cf. Ex. 246 2916- 20• Its regular meaning is to 
throw, scatter copiously (cf. Assyr. zadlcu), and it is most commonly used of 
the dashing of the sacrificial blood against the altar, e.g. Lv. 72• Perhaps here 
used in a middle sense; cf. r':tr,, 56 (Or.).-10. n111 ':,:,.:i] On concessive force 
of .:i, cf. Ko. 394 i; BDB. 90 b.-11 • .:i':t 1•11] Circ. cl. -,1iv11 ... o•iiti] Emph. 
pas.; 11,p = call far help is more often construed with a prep. than with acc. as 
here. i1i:>11 = acc. of end of motion; on omission of n, directive, cf. Ko. 330 c. 
-111-;ip] Recession of tone and retention of vowel are due apparently to a desire 
to secure the same rhythm in 'i' 'Jtl as in -,:, '!VII, This artistic effort reminds 
us of some of Isaiah's uses of paronomasia; cf. Is. J18f,J2f.,-12. 1Ji•D•1t] For 
other examples of retention of the initial , in Hiph. of '"D verbs, cf. !l'J'tl'9 
(= ll'l'tl'f?) 1 Ch. 12~; ~.,'?;:, Pr. 4llfi; .,;;:::i, Ps. 5~; but the unusual form 
and the fact that this is the only instance of the Hiph. of this vb. make it 
probable that this is an error for 1l'J.~c!:!; cf. Bo. 437 /; GK. 24/, 70b; Ko. 
II. i., p. 356 d); Ew.8 131 c. -cnip~ poi:>:,] ;ii;.;, is regularly followed by a gen., 
which may be either attributive (Ex. 2J1), subjective or objective; in the 
latter case it = report concerning. The construction here with a following 
prep. is duplicated only in Is. 236 = o•iio':t ;ltl!V ,~11,, where the translation 
when the report reaches Egypt is required by the context (Gr. and Marti, how
ever, declare the construction in Isaiah ungrammatical and emend to ;,i;.;r.•), 
But according to a report to their congregation furnishes no sense here; and 
it seems necessary to regard the text as corrupt. -18. ,iv • , • •111] •111 ex
presses denunciation here rather than grief, as appears Crom the parallel ii:>, 
This is the only instance of ii:> used as a denunciatory particle; a closely re
lated usage appears in Je. 2o8.-•,JNl] Emph. = and will I, the contrast 
being both with the previous and the following clauses; for the interrog. 
without particle, cf. GK. 150 a; on use of impf., cf. GK. 107 n. - nr.ni] Introd. 
circ. clause with concessive force= though they, or while they, - 14. ,S,7~:] 
Other cases of this formation in this same vb. are Is. 152 r. 167 Je. 4881 a~d 
Is. 65H ( = ,S,1ni;,); cf . .l•t;,~:, Jb. 2421. For explanation, cf. GK. 70d; 
Ko. I. i., p. 421,-cn,.:i,i:>o ':t;,j The various emendations proposed (v.s.) are 
due to a feeling: (1) that ~;, should have same force here as with p, and 
1>1i-n; (2) that i',,,,, and 'Jn• both refer to sacrificial customs; cf. I K. 1828• 
-1,,uri•] Has been connected with: (1) .,,l = to sojourn and rendered they 
assemblethemselves(soAE.,Ki., Thes., Wii.,AV.,RV.); (2) ,n=to quarrel, 
and rendered, they excite themselves (so Ew.), but, (1) is inappropriate here 
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and (2) always implies a stirring up of strife or war; moreover, Hithpo. of 
,,i is otherwise not found. 8's reading, which involves the slight change from 
., to ,, is entirely satisfactory to the context. - ,,,o,J ,,o, turn aside, depart, 
is never construed with :i; hence it seems necessary to point ,,,o: from ,,o 
= rebd, though impf. of ,,o does not elsewhere occur. Note the parallel 
phrase in v,18, ,:i l))IVO ,;i. -16. 'Jl!l] Emph.; note exactly parallel canst. 
Am. 29; cf. v,18 of this chap. - ,,1t1] For other instances of :iwr,, followed 

by ~it= 'l1, cf. Je. 4920 5046. -16. 'l1 it'?] Cf. ?V '"• 117; '¥ Oi?,7, 2 S. 231; and 
the reverse idea, 1'1?J)ol:> MJ!l, Is. 821, If ;lllll!t be correct, 'l1 is here a subst. 
used adverbially, and an adversative particle = but must be supplied; at best 
the construction is exceedingly irregular. In both cases ,v has _ because 
of strong accent. -ir] Only here and Ps. 13212, where it has relative force; 
but in Mishnah it is the regular fem, of 1'1J.; cf. rii, 2 K. 619, etc., and ir, Ps. 6212, 

etc.; cf. GK. 34 b, Ko. 44. According to Ki., Ros., and Now., iT = rilir; 
while Ew. (fol. by Ke.) makes it= 1'1). by a dialectical difference in the method 
of pronunciation; cf. Ew.8 183 a.-·01,':>] Suffix in view of ·r,:i 1,0, must be 
taken as an objective gen. = scorn over them. - VIII. 1. ,:iri Sit] For similar 
abrupt utterances see 58 Ju. 514 Is. 820 Ex. 2719 Pr. :zo26; cf. Ko. 355 I, m. . .. 
iri is derived from iiri ( of unknown meaning) as appears from Syriac 'j.:il... 
Arab. lt b. It regularly denotes palate, gums, etc., always referring to the 
interior of the mouth, never to the lips.- i•uJJ] The ii,i is probably to be 
identified with the griffon-vulture, eagles being rare in Palestine; cf. Now. 
Arch. I. 84; Tristram, NHB. 172ff.; Dr. on Dt. 1412• This vulture was an 
eater of carrion (Jb. 3980 Pr. 3017) and was often mentioned in Assyrian in
scriptions (nasru). For other references to its swiftness, 2 S. 123 Je. 4922, 

-2. m •riSit] The sg. suff. is strange in view of foll. pl. vb.; ,;,Sit occurs also in 
2 26 (a late passage), 98.17, Other suff. with o•riSit are =i-, 46 91 121.10 if 142 ; 

,,_, 98 ; :;,-, 141; c~-• 17 36 412 5+ 710• The use of suff. with the divine 
name is much more frequent than in Amos, where it occurs only in 28 (c::i-); 
412 gu and 915 (7-); 526 (c~-), at least two of these passages being late.-
8. 10,,,J On unusual form ~f suff. cf. GK. 6od. It is jussive, not indic., and 
this is thought to account for the i (Now.). -rw,, n•:i] Cf. olKof 0Eov, 1 Tim. 
316 Heh. 36 (cf. 32) Zc. 96• 

§ 10. Israel's kings and idols displeasing and destructive. 
g-1--14. - Israel's kings are of no divine appointment; and the calf 
set up at Samaria will be utterly destroyed, su. The storm of 
destruction will overwhelm the entire nation ; the fact is, Israel is 
already being swallowed up among the nations, s1-

10
• Israel's zeal 

in worship is only zeal in sinning, no regard being paid to the 
divine admonitions. Yahweh, instead of granting acceptance of 
his sacrifices, will bring visitation and exile, 811

-18• 
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This piece has been greatly modified by insertions. These are as follows : 
I) rm, !Jlr.i', (v.4); 2) 71•pJ 1S:,1, 1b ,nr.i "lJI (v.0); 3) 1:i yDn J'H ,~,, (v.8); 

4) the whole ofv.10 (v.i.); 5) the whole ofv.14 (v.i.). The following trans
position is necessary: o:i 'DH ;,-,n (v.6) to follow 0'JlJI (v.1'), nr.ii (v.7) being 
treated as going with what precedes. With these modifications of the text, 
the piece falls simply and naturally into three strophes of eight lines each, 
each strophe in turn including two halves of four lines each. The measure is 
a mixture of tetrameter and trimeter. 

4. ,.,,lt',i] Hal. 1,iq::,.-,nvi•] 8 i-y11wp,<Fd11 µo,.-,lt'.V] Read •11!:')1.

n,J,] Read pl. with 8Je.Hm:JL, viz. 1n-1~~- Ru. 'i:'~~::,. - 5. ,~JJI mr] 6 d11"6-
TpL1J,a., T~• JJ.O<FXo• <Fov = 'IJt! (Vol.; so also Hal.), or Ml( (Stek., Gr.), or i::ij~ 
(Kii. Stil. 241). Complut. and codd. 22, 36, 42 = 6.11'6/,pi,j,ov; cod. 86, 

d:1r6pp1'/I,; s ~=inn (Seb.); 'A., till'W01J<Fa., µ6<FXOVt <FOIi; ~-, 411',{J'XfifJT/ 
••. ; 0., 411'6ppt'/la.t; E', &.1ro{JX11-r6s <Fov en!v o µ6<Fxor; F projectus est vitulus 
tuus; t!! H~ :P. "1)'.!~ IJ.lf;l; JI., coniri, etc. Read, with Oort, M][!:! ( Th T. and 
Em.; so We., Val., Now.). Wkl. ( Untersuch. 182), •r;,~Ji (so Marti). 
BSZ. i::i1ii.-•DH] Umb. ill!! (so Wii.).-oJ] Oort (ThT. and Em.), IJ.-
1,,1,J Hal. i~.;i,n. One cod. of de R. S;,1• (so also Oort, ThT. and Em.). 
-J1'1'J] 6 K~fJa.p<<FfJ,)11a.1; 'A., &.Oljlw81)11a.i; ~-, 1ea.fJa.p01)11a.,; F emundari; 

• .55 I-=~ Wkl. ( Untersuch. 182), 0?-l1'i'J, using o ,, from beginning ofv.6• 
Gardner, J'J, the l of 'l'l being a dittog. of prec. 1, and the I' an error for J. 
Oort, H·,17.i or n1,~.,, inf. Niph. of Hlj'.-6. ~H"1it''O •:,] 6 e11 T,j) 'I<Fpa.fiX, 
joining with v.6 ; lL in Istrahe!. Gr. ,S,1H ,o,r.i. Oort om. ,:, and joins 'lt''O 
to v.6. Meinhold, lt'•H ,,o ,,. Hal. 'it'' n•J, joining to v.6• Ru. reconstructs 
1;,w)I 1rv,n in,Spo ,,, to follow Jl"10lt' (v.l'), the words ·m n-,n being misplaced. 
--H,m] Tom:'i'~th . .55 (so also Scholz, We., Gr., Gu., Now., Oet., Gardner, 
Marti). - H1n· o,.i,H H,1] Another reading, H1n o•;iSH H, o,;,SH1.-o•JJV ,,] 
6 016n 1rXa.11wv = Jtrv or J~1w (Vol.); I., ci1ea.-rd<F-ra-ros; E1, peµ{Je6wv; 

• ► • 
Fin aramarum telas; 55 I.!~= o•;i~i:i (Seb.); cod. 86, rapall'A?/<Flws 
T~ -rfis &.p&.xv17s lu--r,j). Read, with Oort and Now., o•:i:iv:,. Gr. n•ooiv:,, 
spider-webs. Ru. tu•?~P '");1i'?, or D'?;1! ( cf. Ju. 126). St. o•i:iw •J. -
,,.,oiv SJ))] 6 and .55 = ·~ 1SJV, as in v.6. Wkl. om. as gloss; Ru. om. as 
repetition. -7. l)l"1t•] Ru. •1J1"1'· - nn!l101] 6 Ka.I ft Ka.Ta<FTpo<J,~ a.&rwv = 
onDID•, Aramaicism (Vol.); ~.,T~a.! <FV1T<FE1<Fp.6v; 0., Kai Ka-ra.,-y!oa. Gardner, 
ni;,p101=and its end.-1,ii''] 6 h/Ufe-ra., a.&ra.=1i;:ii2: (Vol.).- ... ;ii:,, 
no;, ;,ivp•] 6 op&.-yµa olrK lxov l<Fx/Jv -rov ro,fiu-a., /J,Xevpov; ~., <F-rax6es 
4Ka.pll'ot, µ~ 1ro1ovv-r,s /J,Xevpov.-iS] Read, with We., n, (so Marti). Oort 
( Th T. and Em.), o;,,. Gr. 1r.i;. - nivv• ·:i] Marti, ;,rv 'J. - 8. 11.i] Oet. 
and Marti, n•n. Ru. 1w1 (cf. Je. 22~8).-1J r!ln pH] 6 l1.xp1JrT-ro11; F im
mundum. -9: ,,JI non] Ru. -1SJ1h oin.-"1WH] Oort (Em.), ni1tUH. - H"1!l 
1'? ,·m] 6 &.veOaJl.ev ,ea.ii o!av-r6;; ~:,· 1ea.l o6K &.vefJa.X,11 i• iµol; cod. 86, ws 
l!•a.-ypor µova.5w• ,ea.ii o!a.v-r3v o,a,-rwµer,os. Gr. ,,1i 'll (cf. Is. 1481). Marti 
transfers this phrase to follow ·v• ;,Jl (v.8), and reads •u, o•iDH - 0'"11lH] 



VIII. 4-14 313 

6, 'A., l:., and 8. join with preceding context. We. ll'"\31:1 (so Val., Oet., 
Now.2, Marti). Oort (Em.), ll)1J;>~i, for 'H 1',. -ll•Jr'IH lllir'I] 6 iiwpa. 
t)-ar'70-a.v = 1JnN ll'llliH (Vol.); l:J° munera dederunt amatoribus suis; 

"' "r, •• V 
,$ ~; jl/..Qa,Q.!,Q = ll~iJH )lliH (Seb.). Gr. lJnN )ll"IH (cf. 91). We. ~ll')' (so 
Val.,Oet,,Marti). Ru.ll'.ll;l: llrli"ll. Oort(Em.),c•:inH 1lliJ.-10. •:i CJ] 6 iiul: .. .. ~ 

TovTo; cod. 86, a1'1'o. ica.l llTa.v. -1Jr,•] 6 1ra.pa.iio8fio-ona.1, and ,$ {I ':no> !v,J 

( = ur;,;). -i"lliJ.'] .$ om. -ClJi'H] Oet. c~•.£?~ (so Meinhold) or C!~lt\• Ru. 
ll!1i?.~, with the subject nlii,, which is to be taken as the name of some Assyr. 
people. - 1',n,1] Read, with 6, Ka.I Ko,rdo-ovo-,v, i',,n, (so also We., Or,, Ru., 
Now., Oort (Em.); cf. GAS.). 'A., Ka.I >.,Ta.>Evo-~~~.v; l:., Ka.I µevofiuw; 

8., ica.l ii,a.>.Elfovo-.; '.B' et quiescent; .S ,~~Q = ,nu,, (Seb.); 'Qt Jl0Jn•. 

Gr. 1H',,, or ,',,n,, (so Val., Oet., Marti). Oet. inu•1 or .,',,n,,. Hal. ,',n,,. 
Ru. inn(?). Gu. 1',r:,~1--c;n:1] Ru. cv7, c;, being th;'name ~f-~ome Assy;i;~ 
province.-11ru1.m] Read, with 6 and 8., Toil xpteiv, IJWQQ (so Oort (ThT. 
and Em.), Kue. (Einl.), Che., Gr., Val., Ru., Loft., GAS., Hal., Marti). 
'A., a.,ro /J.pµ,a.TOS; l:., a.,ro ef,6,Bov.-7',o] ,$l![: and l:., pl.; C!ii.S'.B'l!t, 'A., Arab., 
and many codd. of Kennicott and de R. join to following word by l (so also 
Oort (ThT. and Em.), We., Gr., Ru., GAS., Now., Hal.).-c,,ru] Linder 
(SK. XXXIII. (186o), 746), ll'"l!,-11. Hcn',] 6 joins with foll. clause, Eis 
a.µ,a.pTla.s. Omit with We. (so Now., Oet., Marti). Or. HJ11J? (so Oet.; cf. Gu., 
Now.); Oort (T'kT. and Em.), Ht,)IJ~.-mnJro] Hal. li\:J!~.-Hcn',] 6 om. 
(so also Gu.), and adds tya.1r'l/µ,iva. from v.13 (Vol.); l:., eli aµ.a.pTla.v; '.B' in 

t» V r, P ~ 

delictum; $ ~; 1~ = ',1,J Ncn',, or :i, ', (Seh.). Oort and Ru. om. last 
two words of this verse as a repetition, -12. ,S-:im:,11) .S adds "and" (so 
also Gr.). Zeydner (ThSt. VI. 249), :l'l;l?t:1,-'li"lli ,:i,J 6 ,r>.ij8oi Ka.I To. vhµ.,.µ.d 
µ.ov ( = •Q"lllil :i,); 'A., '11'A'70VPOµ.!POVS 116µ.ovs; l:., ,r>.,jo,,, voµ.wv µ.ov; F multi-

v ► r, () ► 

pi ices leges meas; 55 -...Ill~? 1~=. Gr. ( Ge sch. II. i. 469; so Oort, Th T. 
;;i.nd Em.), m,m '".!:?°~· Hi. •Q"lll'I :i'i (so We., VaL, Sm. (Rel. 283 f.), Gu.,Loft., 
Marti). Zeydner ( ThSt. VI. 249), •Q"lln~ :i,. Oet. •ij'i\l'I r,iJ'l,, - 10:,] Ru. 

V $ V 
'1~1!'/·-i:ir:,ni] 55 ~ ~1 ..::UW.=Jl!'nwithobj.(Seb.).-13. ,n:ii 

,;ir,:in] 6 0vo-1a.o-Tfip1a. Tb. tya.;'7µiva. = c,:imH c•n:ii (Vol.), joined to v.12; 
l:., 0vo-la.s ,!,ra.>.>.,j>.ovr; 8., Ovo-la.r µ.eTa.,popwv; 'A., 8vo-la.s <j,ipe ,pipe; F ho-

r, 9 "' "' ... 

stias ojferent; 55 1~ ~?· Oort and Ru. om. Marti, IJ!)\'f n;;n; 
Sim. ·n ,n:i'r. -in:n,] .$, 'A., and 8. join to prec. context; 6 o,oT, lo.v 8vo-wo-,• 
8vo-la.v. -Oort (Em.) 1nJ1•. Marti, ,n~!'!• - 1',:,H,1 ,ru,] 6 1Ca.! <j,a"(WO"<P Kpia., 
Oort (Em.), 'J 1S1H'l· Oort and Ru. :J l~JH'l nJT, Oet. i',?N' ,t~1,-,1~£1•1] 
We. om. ,. Oort ii'!ll (cf. C!ii).-1J1ru• c•,so] 6 adds (so also Gu.) Ka.I iv 
'Ao-o-vplo,s a.icd0a.pTa. <t,a.-yovTa.,. Hal. transposes '1!1• 'O no:, to end of v.9.-
14. lilS,,n] 6 nµ,iv'1, Besredka (Rev. etudes .fuives, 1893), l"lJ'',n.
"l•liJ!l"IH] 6 TO. 8e1Lt1'1a. a.wwv (so 1L). Ru. l•~jl?")l:I (so Oort (Em.), Marti). 
Gr. ]r'l'liltl"IH. Oort treats v.14 as inserted later from Amos (so Scholz, We., 
Ru., GAS., Now., Marti; cf. Seesemann). 
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4. Since they have made kings, but not from me J This is not a 
reference to (1) a contemporary king, e.g. Menahem (cf. 716); • 
nor to (2) the godless way of choosing kings referred to in 78·~- 7; t 
nor to (3) the fact of frequent choosing and deposition of kings 
in the time of the prophet ( cf. i· 1 810 2 K. 15). t The prophet 
has in mind rather the circumstances under which the kingdom 
was divided, the establishment of Jeroboam I., and the history 
in detail, which followed these events. § He clearly condemns 
the schism, although this had come about in part as the result 
of prophetic work ( 1 K. n 29· 31 1215· 24). This contradiction is 
one which is to be expected as between prophets of a higher 
and lower rank, and between those of an earlier and later period. 
"A prophet could only declare the will of God with regard to 
the particular case laid before him." II The contradiction is 
not reconciled by the statement that while Jeroboam was God's 
choice the people did not consult him (God) at the time, or 
that Jeroboam, after being told God's purpose, took wrong means 
to accomplish it.,r The two accounts proceed from different 
points of view. In one, the schism is a punishment upon Reho
boam and his followers ; in the other, it is the source of the evils 
in existence in the prophetic times.-(And) since they have made 
pn·nces, but I knew (them) not] This is only the poetical repetition 
of the idea contained in the former line, referring perhaps to the 
subordinate officers of the royal administration; ** cf. 34 73 810 1s1°. 

To know is to recognize, i.e. to approve, regard as one's own, cf. 
Jb. 921 34~ Ps. 16• Others, without sufficient ground, treat ,.,'tl;':, 
as= ,-,,c:,:,, and they remove them tt (v.i.). - With their silver and 
gold made by them into idols J Here for the first time a prophet 
speaks against making images of Yahweh, and while the calves of 
Jeroboam are included (some limit the reference to these H), the 
wider reference is to Israel's religious history. § § The prophet 
desires to place together two facts in Israel's history, and to show 
that they are correlated. These are the kings established by men, 
and the gods manufactured by men ; as with one, so with the 

• Hi. t Ros. :I: Bauer, Wti., We., Marti. 
§ AE., Ki., Ew., Hd., Sim., Pu., Ke., Che., Reu., Now. 11 Che.; cf. Reu., Now. 
,r Ki., Cal., Pu. tt Ras., AE. §§ Sim., We. 
** Hi.,Sim. !!Now. 
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other.• - Tkat they may be cut t?ff] For text v.s. The subject is 
either the silver and gold, or tke idols,t but not the people. t If 
jllll!t is retained, the verb is collective. Destruction was, to be 
sure, the result of their idolatry; but since Israel "knew or could 
have known" the result, to engage in idolatry was to purpose de
struction. Purpose and result are not always clearly to be distin
guished.§ This clause breaks the continuity of thought, anticipates 
the idea that is to follow, makes an incomplete line, and spoils the 
symmetry of the strophic division; it is better to regard it as a 
gloss. -.Mi"ne anger is kindled against them] This clause, trans
ferred from 5 6, fits better in this place, furnishes the principal 
idea, and prepares the way for the more specific statement with 
which v.5 begins. Its removal from between 5 • and lit assists 
greatly in improving the thought of vs.5•"d 6 ]I (v.i.); cf. Nu. 1183 

2 K. 2326 Is. 525• - 5. I loathe thy cart, 0 Samaria] This render
ing (based upon the emendation of rune for ru1) accords with the 
clause which precedes ( mine anger, etc.), and comes appropriately 
into close connection with the first part of v.6 (cf. 1015). Other 
renderings based on slight modifications of text (v.s.) are: (1) he 
loathes thy calf, etc. ; ,r ( 2) he has rejected thy calf;** (3) thy calf 
has rejected thee; tt (4) thy calf is loathsome; t t (5) my anger 
has rejected thy calf.§§ "Calf" is diminutive and sarcastic for 
bull; these representations of Yahweh were placed in Dan and 
Bethel, perhaps also in Samaria and Gilgal ; but it is possible that 
Samaria is here a district; cf. ?1 s6 10"· 7 1J18• On 56 v.s. -How 
long will they be incapable of punishment?] This gloss is an expres
sion of the feeling of some later reader, 1111 being entirely paren
thetical in its tone; cf. Je. 13w. The thought is not clear. Is it 
interrogation 11 or exclamation?••• Is it incapacity for inno
cency, i.e. inability to clear themselves of guilt,ttt or freedom from 
punishment t t f which is despaired of ? Although the former mean-

• V. GAS. I.~-
t Ki., Hi, Ew., Ke., Wii., Che., Reu., Now., Marti. 
t Ros., Sim., Pu., Or. II Cf. Dathe, Bauer, Ru. "Hi., Umb., RV. 
§ Ros., Hd., Sim., Pu., Or., Now. "I GAS.; cf. Ew. tt AV., Stuck. 
ti Ma., Dathe, Hd., Wii., Sim., Ke., Or., Che.; Ko. Stil. 241. H Mau. 
1111 So Marti, who om. also 8•; but v. Now.2. 
'!I'll Ros., Hd., Or., Che., GAS., et al. - Sim., We., Now. 
ttt Ros, Sim., Or., Che., GAS., et al. tit Hi, We., Now., BSZ., BDB. 
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ing for 'i'~ is found in Gn. 205 Ps. 266 7313, the context which de
scribes the anger and loathing of Yahweh favors the latter, and this 
is supported by Je. 25 29 (cf. Ex. 212B). The presence of 'i, in so 
many cases favors the former view. It is unnecessary to read ye 
for they (v.s.). For other unapproved suggestions, v.s. -6. For out 
of Israel is it] This clause states the ground for Yahweh's loathing 
of the calf, and, with H transferred and 5 c treated as a gloss, joins 
itself directly to the principal clause. The images of Yahweh have 
never been sanctioned by him. The fact that these images are of 
entirely human origin furnishes the basis for Yahweh's scorn (cf. 
1J2 Is. 3i19 4019• 20 417). The 1 of Ni:i1 seems to be superfluous. 
If retained, it would be read is this also, referring to the kings, 
who, like the idols, were without divine approval. This calf is 
something which has its origin in Israel. The phrase in contrast 
with Israel is not " other nations," as if the prophet was meeting 
the plea that this custom was of foreign origin.* The next clause 
finishes and amplifies the thought. - A smith made it and it i's not 
God] Cf. 1J2; it has no real existence. The people addressed 
have evidently come to believe that the image and God are 
identical. The prophet assures them that it is from Israel and is 
not God.t-Lzle splinters Samaria's calf shall become] Utter 
destruction awaits this emblem of and substitute for deity. This 
reads ~ for •:, (v.s.), and makes the clause a part of the general 
sentence beginning with this verse. On ti•~~!t' v.1: 

4. en] Not emph., but introducing the circ. cl., GK. 142 a, b. It is possible 
to omit it as a dittograph, in which case the first two vbs. would be coordinate 
with 11Vp; but v.i.-r,,tl'ri] Cf. ,,,en, Dn. u 81; so here one cod. of Keno. 
and two of de R.; cf. also Dn. 911• For the form, cf. GK. 67 v; cf. Ru.'s 
reading (v.s.).-'!Jl e~tiJ] The subj. of the pass. •w;,, which in the act. would 
take double obj., Ko. 327 w. This makes a third consec. circ. cl. -liVP] To 
be read '111';' pass. ptcp., followed by the ', of agent (GK. 121/) although ', 
might also mean here for. - r;mS] Here points to an end inevitably involved 
in the action described by the principal vb., but none the less deplorable; cf. 
Kii. 396 e. - 5. nmi] Cf. ($ imv. It is not to be connected with nJi = to stink 
(cf. Is. 196), but with nn = to loathe, reject (cf. v.8 Ps. 4J2); cf. Assyr. zint'I = 
to be angry (BDB.)-1SJl'] Not Hoph., but an old Qal pass.; cf. Ko. I. i. 
p. 407; GK. 69 r.-6. t-nm] If 1 is retained, it is strengthening and= 
also, Ko. 375g. -tl'in] Emph. pos."- e•::i::itV] This has been: (1) connected 

• So Jer., Cal., Hd. tSim. 



vm. 5--9 
c; ,,. 

\V\th the Arab. ~. to kindle, /,urn (cf. Schultens on Jh. 186), i.e. the 
splinter with whic"h one kindles a lire; also with Arab. !:Jebibah = slice, little 
piece (Ew.); (2) corrected to C',?f ( cf. Is. 128 3014) (St.); (3) derived from 
the Aram. :i:ill' = break; cf. 11:itu fragment (Thes.; Kii. II. i. p. 71; Now.), 

c; ... 
and ~• to cut. V. Nii. Mand. Gram. 140; Hoffm. ZA W. III. 121; 

We. in /oc. -"'ll ,,;,] Cf. Kii. Hauptprobleme, 53 ff. 

7. For they sow wind and they reap whirlwind] A further 
statement and explanation of the coming destruction. Wind rep
resents the nothingness, the utter failure, of their present policy; 
but the outcome is still more serious, viz. whirlwind, that which 
is itself destructive; cf. 1013• - A seed which has no stalk J ,i, is 
difficult _(v.s.). According to ~'1I:, it has no stalk, the pronoun 
refers to Israel, but in that case i~', would be expected. If taken 
as suggested,* n', would be expected instead of ,i,, for n~i' is 
feminine. The fact of the symmetry gained by this reading is, 
however, convincing. - Which yields no grain J i.e. is utterly 
worthless. -If perchance it were to yield, strangers would devour 
it] All that Israel might hope to gain will pass over into the hands 
of the enemy. t The figure continues through to the end, t and does 
not go over in the latter half to a description of actual events.§ -
8. Israel is swallowed up] The nation is, as a matter of fact, 
practically ruined. The prophet is speaking of the present, not 
the future, II as appears from the tense (cf. in!)',::l' v.7), and from 
the following parallel phrase w, ~n!l.'if It does not mean that the 
nation as well as the fruit shall be swallowed, for ,h::l} is not a 
prophetic perfect.** - Already are they among the nat/ons J This 
is the simple prose interpretation of the figures which have been 
used ( cf. 78). The process of scattering, i.e. the loss of indepen
dence, has begun, though they do not appreciate it. ·with this 
clause there has been associated the gloss, like a vessel in which 
is no pleasure] This, however, is entirely foreign to the thought of 
the context. It is a not uncommon simile, denoting something 
unserviceable and worthless; cf. J e. 2 2 28 4838.- 9. For they ha1 1e 
gone up to Assyn·a J This fact is cited, not as a punishment to 

• We. t Marti, without good reason, om. this sentence as a gloss. 
! Ros .. Mau., Ew., Sim., Che., \Ve., Now. ~ Marek, Hi., Umb. 
ll So Hi. 'II No·N. ff Marek. 
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be inflicted upon them, viz. the exile, but as an act of faithlessnes!I 
and guilt. This statement presents still more literally and specifi
cally the exact situation. Note ( 1) Israel is swallowed up; 
(2) (the more prosaic form of the same thought) they are already 
among the nations; and now (3) (the very specific expression) 
they have gone up to Assyria. The going up to Assyria was for 
assistance and marked dependence upon a foreign power. -
A wild ass taking his way by himself] This is not Assyria,* but 
Israel ; t for (I) it is to Israel that the application of the figure is 
appropriate, viz. wilfulness; (2) there is a pun on the words 
K'i!l and l:l''iEIK. The wild ass usually moves in droves, t but this 
representation of solitariness marks Israel's case as all the more 
peculiar. Perhaps this clause should go with the following,§ but 
it is more natural II to take K'i!l as figurative of wilfulness than 
as denoting love of independence (cf. Gn. 1612 Jb. 39u), as the 
connection with the following would involve. - Ephraim gives 
love-gifts] These are the gifts by means of which Israel sought 
connection with Egypt and Assyria. Wellhausen's suggestion 
to substitute "Egypt" for "Ephraim," rendering, to Egypt they 
give love-gifts, is strongly supported by the parallelism; cf. @. -

10. Also if they give themselves among the nations, I must now 
gather them in] This verse is a. later addition.1 This is at once 
apparent if l:l:-.t::lj,K is taken as a promise to gather them after they 
have been scattered among the nations in exile; but it is clear 
also upon the other interpretation. As Simson has pointed out, no 
single word of this entire verse is of certain meaning. In io .. the 
thought turns on the interpretation of 1:1:'l::lj,K; the suffix refers to 
Israel,** not to the nations.tt The verbal idea is not a promise, H 
but a threat.§§ If the nations were to have been gathered against 
Israel, something indicating this would have been inserted. It is 
Israel that is to be gathered in, i.e. brought back home, put under 
restraint, imprisoned, deprived of judgment, taken into exile; cf. 

• Dathe, Bauer, Eich., Schro. § Sim., et al. 
t Ma., Ros., Hi., Sim., Or. II So Now. 
t See art." Ass," EB. 'II Marti om.100 as a gloss. 
"AE., Cal., Ew., Wii., Che., We., Now., et al. 
tt Ki., Os., Mau., Hi., Or., et al. tt Umb., Hd., # al. 
§§ Stuck, Wii., Che., We., Now., dal. 



VIII. 9-tO 

21u. 33 f- 813 93• This entering into relationship with outside nations 
must cease. "The time has come for me to check their misplaced 
activity." •::, C) means therefore even if ( cf. 916 Is. 11.1 Ps. 2l) rather 
than yea though.* m,• is treated, of course, like the mi;, of the pre
ceding verse. -And they must cease for a while from the anointing 
of kings and princes] Here the uncertainty turns first upon the treat
ment of ,r,,,.,. Three principal suggestions may be considered ac
cording as the word is taken from: (1) ',',n, to begin, i.e. they begin 
to be diminished t (toVb = inf.), or to become less (IOV~ = adv.) t 
on account of the burden, etc.; (2) ',in, to be in pain, to grieve, 
and pointed without the Daghesh ''t:!!1 (so 10 Mss. and 44 Edi
tions§), i.e. and they shall suffer, or grieve a little on account of, 
etc.; II (3) ',in, the text being changed to '''71?1 (v.s.), i.e. And 
they will cease for a little ( or soon), etc. Adopting the third, it 
is better also to adopt the ('i§ text, ,:tit!~~. from anointing, instead 
of Klt'~b (v.s.). The latter has been thought to refer to the 
tribute imposed by the king of Assyria, c•ilt' ,,b being taken in 
annexion, king of princes.ff, With the second suggestion made 
above, this would fulfil the demands of the context in yielding a 
statement having the force of a threat. The ('i§ text, however, 
furnishes an easier solution, and one especially appropriate. There 
will be a ceasing, says the prophet, from this continual anointing 
of kings and princes (a case of asyndeton). In this interpretation, 
t::IVb may be taken in the sense of soon (cf. Ps. 212 81u) or for a 
little while. The latter is of course the more usual and, here, the 
more caustic. 

't. ,,] Cf. vs.6-9.10,-nJ"\l)ID] On the final :,_ cf. :i11S1;,, 1018 Ez. 2815 ; also 
:in,iv, Ps. 4427 ; :ii;1~:r, Ez:;816 ; an acc. cf. Ko. ;87 b; GK. 90/; Dr.§ 182 Obs. 
Note the assonance in :ioj:), noll', and MOj:).-,SJ] Cf. Ko. 352 c; GK. 152 t. -
,Sue] Cf. Ko. 390 s; BSZ. 18. - 8. 'Ill ,,,,] An elliptical rel. cl., GK. 155 i; 
Ko. 38oc.-9. N"1D] On gender, Ko. 247/; Albrecht, ZAW. XVI. (r896) 
68; on deriv. Jensen, Kosmologie, I 10; cf. Assyr. parO., which, however, means 
mule, wild ass being pur!mu; for other figures, cf. Je. 22" Jb. 246• - un:i] Pl. 
with coll. noun, cf. Ju. 51h, - o,;i:,11] Pl. of psycholog. experience; cf. also 
c,,,, Ct. 12· •; c•JJ;', Ez. 3382; cf. Ko. 262 b. -10. ,:, cJ] Ko. 339 t. -1Sn,1] 
Cf. GK. III w, N. Impf. continuing a historical present, Ko. 366g. -1!1i9] 

• But cf. BDB. 169, Dr. 143, t Ma., Ros., Ke, 
II Cal., Stuck, New,, Hd., Sim., Wii.; cf. Gu. 

t Hi. 9 de Rossi. 
'II Eich., Hi., Ke., et al. 
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On dag. d. CK. 20g; Ko. I. p. 54b. On relation to vh., Ko, 412a.-,',l) 
c,,v] With superlative force, according to Ko. 309k. 

11. For Ephraim has made many altars] It was the common 
notion (Is. 1 11) that the more sacrifices offered ( or altars built) 
the more pleasing was it to the national deity. The liet;Qt,1;,, if 
retained, indicates that the opposite of this is true, viz. that this 
multiplication of altars results merely in sinning.* If retained 
with the pointing M~i:t? t (the inf. absolute being used for the sake 
of the rhythm), the meaning would be that Ephraim's purpose 
in all this was to make atonement, i.e. to secure expiation of sin; a 
purpose which the second member shows to have been futile ; but 
this idea is scarcely consistent with this period. It seems better, 
therefore, to omit the word in this line (v.s.).-They are to him 
altars-for sinning] What was thought to be action deserving 
commendation is condemned. The more altars, the greater and 
deeper is Israel's guilt. NlQt,I;, is not used in a double sense, t viz. 
the sin of the act and the calamity resulting from the act, since 
the latter idea is not possible in this connection.§ To retain the 
Mt;Qt,I;, of the first line involves a repetition amounting to tautology, 
and greatly weakens, instead of strengthening, the sense. II It is 
not enough to use the word in one sense in the first line, and in 
another in the second. -12. Were I to write for him by myriads 
my laws] Each word of this much-disputed sentence presents 
difficulties. Is (a) the Q'r£ '*'i to be accepted with the render
ing the multitudes of my law(s), or my many laws,'J or the excel
lencies of my law,** or the great things of, etc.; tt or (b) the 
K•thtbh bi, by myn'ads, Hor the ten thousand things of, etc.;§§ or 
( c) ~'"I 1111 or niZ"J, 'J'J multitudes; or ( d) '"'.!!:ji"'l., *** the words of my 
law(s) 7 Is (a) the sg. •i:,~in, my law, ttt or (b) the pl. 'ti-,in t;t 
to be preferred? Cf. also (c) the combination •r:,-,in1 ~.,.§§§ Is 
~,n:a,c (a) to be taken as Qi.ii, or (b) changed to Hiph. = cause 
to write; 111111 and, in the former case, is it (c) an historical present 

• Che. :t Ma., Hi. §§ RV. 'V'lf Oet. 
t Or. § Hd. 1111 We. et al.(v.s.). 
II So Now. against Ew., Hd. ff;, Gr., Dort. (v.s.). ttt Sim, 
'V Bauer, Dathe. tt AV. 11:t 61J and most modern comm. 
H Ma. t:t Hi., Ew., Hd., Sim., Ke. §§§ Qi;, 111111 Zcydner (v.s.), 
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indicating that what had occurred was continuing still; * or ( d) a 
future, I will write,- t or ( e) a present perfect, I have written,- t 
or (/) a past, I wrote,-§ or (g) an imperfect of customary action, 
ram wont to wn"te, II or (h) hypothetical, were I to wn·te, etc., 
though I wrote, etc.1 The importance of this utterance lies in 
the testimony which it furnishes to the existence of laws or a code 
of laws in Hosea's time. We decide first in favor of b'!, my,iad 
(although this occurs elsewhere only among late writers, v.i.), 
because: (a) •~"l as a plural occurs nowhere else; (b) nothing is 
gained by substituting :l., or any of its cognate forms, all convey
ing the same idea, that of multitude, an idea which itself is identical 
with that of,~.,, ten thousand; (c) while•~"'! is easy and plausible, 
it is impossible to imagine how, if once it had a position in the 
text, anything could have been allowed to take its place. It 
follows, almost without argument, that my laws (pl.) (for which 
no consonantal change is required) combines more easily with 
myn'ad or ten thousand than does my law ( sg.) ; for the thought 
plainly in Hosea's mind was the multiplicity, and not the unity, 
of the laws. Little can be said for the Hiph., I cause to wn"te ,
it only remains to settle the tense force of ~,r,:il(. If the writer 
had intended past or present perfect, i.e. if he had wished to mark 
it as a definite fact, he would naturally have used the perfect 
tense. The present, whether historical or voluntative, fails to 
meet the demands of the context, although both would emphasize 
the idea that the laws were still in process of being written or 
collected, or, in other words, that the collection was not yet 
finished. The future makes no sense whatever. Upon the whole 
the hypothetical force seems to be preferable, Were I to wn'te my 
laws by myn·ads, t'.e. if I were to write laws so many that they 
could not be numbered ; or, if the laws that have been written 
should be increased indefinitely (to ten thousand), - a statement 
which presupposes: (a) that in Hosea's time the custom was 
established of reducing instruction to writing;•• (b) the possibil
ity of increasing the number, i.e. a conception that the list was 
incomplete; tt (c) that the laws in existence were not being ob-

• Ke. t QlilJ'. t .!m:, AV. § RV. II Che. 
'II Hi., Hd., Ew., Or. •• Cf. Holzinger, Einl. 8. 
tt Cf. Kue. Tke Hexateu&k, 178: "With the prophets then the torah of Yahweh 

y 
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served, although the prophets were defending them ( cf. 4iµi) ; and 
consequently (d) that they were not the ceremonial laws regulat
ing the work of the priests, for this work the prophet con.dernns 
because he does not regard it as a part of Yahweh's instruction 
( cf. Is. 1 11• 12), • but rather prophetic instructions, laws relating 
to " civil justice and the applications of a plain but religiously 
sanctioned morality ( cf. the so-called Book of the Covenant, 
Ex. 2028-23311)." t Among the prophets Mrak = instruction, and 
refers to the admonition of the prophets (cf. Is. 1 10 2 3 816 Je. 1818 

264· 5 Ez. 7?ll Is. 424 Hg. 2 11 Zc. 712• In Deuteronomy statutes and 
judgments is the phrase which expresses the idea of law ; while 
tJrak is still used of oral instruction. t It is urged § against this 
interpretation: (1) that the analogy of other Semitic religions, in 
which, from the first, the ceremonial and ethical appear together, 
is against the position that the instruction referred to was ethical 
rather than ceremonial ; ( z) .that this proposition does not explain 
the fundamental significance of the symbolism of ceremony in 
ancient religions; and (3) the existence of such ceremonial ele
ments in the Decalogue and Book of the Covenant; while (4) there 
stands against it the presupposition of an extensive priestly law in 
Deuteronomy. It is maintained, still further II : ( r) that even 
granting the hypothetical translation, the passage proves " the 
existence of a detailed and copious law embracing the subject 
of sacrifice, which the prophet held to be from God, and charged 
both priests and people with neglecting " ; ( 2) that, however, the 
tense (pf.) of ,~'lt'Ml renders the hypothetical construction impossi
ble, and favors the treatment of ~,r,::K as historical ( cf. Ps. roJ7); 
and (3) that the hypothetical explanation involves certain incon
gruities which are fatal, e.g. would ten thousand requirements be 
more likely to secure obedience than a smaller number?f -As 
those of a stranger tkey would be accounted] and therefore of no 

is by no means a closed and completed whole, handed down from antiquity, but 
the continuous and ever renewed indication to Israel of Yahweh's will." 

•We.Pro/. 57. 
t Che.; cf. Briggs, Tke Hexateucli, 14; Carpenter and Harford-Battersby, Tlie 

Hexateucli, I. 19. 
! Cf. Addis, Tlie Documents of tlie Hexateucli, II. 34, N, I, § Or. 
II Green, Moses and tlie ProplietJ, u4. 
~ Cf. Sm. Moses apud Proplietas, 13; Now ,H, 



binding fore~; fot how could the laws of one nation be regarded 
as authoritative by another? Cf. Gn. 199• The matter may be 
summed up : Hosea condemns those of his time, priests and peo
ple, who are observing in great detail a sacrificial cult ( v.11) and 
accuses them, although they are very busy in the observance of 
this cult, of having forgotten Yahweh (46-,<J). These people, he says, 
would count even a myriad of Yahweh's laws, if they were written 
for them, as the prophecy of a stranger and therefore as not bind
ing. They have in mind nothing but offerings; they forget the 
divine instructions delivered by the prophets. -13. My offerings 
of • •• they ,sacnjice flesh, and they eat it] The easiest disposi
tion of the words "::, •n::iT, and the one most common, is to render 
my sacrificial gifts ( v.i.) they sacnjice, etc., which is interpreted to 
mean that sacrifice, with them, is merely formal, the important 
thing being the "luxury of a dinner of flesh-meat" ; • but this 
is almost meaningless in this connection. The same thing may 
be said of the slightly varying translations, sacnfices of my own 
gifts,t as a sacnfice of my gifts, t etc. Essentially different are 
the interpretations which understand •::i:,.::i.i to mean raw flesh 
( v.i.), § or roast sacrifices (v.t'.).11 ® ( v.s.) connects the first 
two words with the preceding, viz. "and my laws were reckoned 
as those of a stranger, the beloved sacrifices " ; while some treat 
them as a gloss and thus secure the simple reading, they sacrifice 
flesh and they eat it.,r There is not very great choice in the 
midst of so many difficulties. -Yahweh having no deliglzt in them J 
On :,~-,, v.i. This is the important point.** Whatever the pre
ceding words mean, they were intended to describe a cultus, a 
worship, in which Yahweh took no pleasure, and consequently 
Now must he remember thez'r guilt] Now= at last; the consum
mation has been reached. Patience is exhausted; he must re
member, i.e. he feels himself obliged to remember and to take 
notice of their guilt ( cf. 72 99 Je. 1410 ; in all of which, as here, the 
verb in the parallel member is ij:lti, visit, punish.)-And visit 
their sin J The usual and frequent technical term for punishment. 
-Since they to Egypt shall return] Cf. 98· 6 n 6• This is either a 

• Ki., Hd., Ke., St., Che., BDB. 
t Stuck, Hes.; cf. Bauer. 
ff But Marti om. this phrase as a gloss. 

tSim. 
§ Ew. 

11 Or. 
"J Oort, Ru. 
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poetical expression for captivity in general ; or a prediction ot cap-
tivity in Egypt, parallel with the more frequent prediction of an 
Assyrian captivity. In favor of the second supposition may be 
cited (1) the repetition of the threat (v.s.), (2) the threat in 
Is. i18 of a double invasion from Egypt and AssJ<ria, (3) the con• 
stant vacillation between the two political parties, one of which 
advocated alliance with Egypt, the other with Assyria ; but above 
all (4) the predictions of restoration from Egypt in Is. n 11 

Mi. 712• It would be interesting if in this connection it could be 
shown that ~•s addition to this verse (v.s.), and in Assyria they 
shall eat the unclean thing, were anything but a gloss borrowed 
from 93.*-14. And so Israel forgot Ids maker and built palaces] 
This verse is a later addition, t for ( 1) the reference to Judah is 
uncalled for; ( 2) the style resembles that of Amos rather than 
Hosea; (3) the natural conclusion of the discourse is in v.13 ; 

v.1• only weakens the climax; (4) the thought of Yahweh as 
Israel's creator is unexpected in Hosea's time; (5) the verse is 
superfluous in the strophic system. The abandonment of Yahweh 
in the opinion of the prophet is contemporaneous with and in 
proportion to the steps taken to exhibit self-dependence. Palaces 
(rather than the more common rendering of r,11,:i•:, temples) must 
be understood (v.i.), since we may ascribe neither to Hosea 
nor to a later author the opinion that the building of the 
temple was a wicked thing. -And Judah multiplied fenced 
cities J The poetic parallel for the preceding statement. -And 
so I will send fire upon hz"s cities, and it shall devour his palaces] 
Cf. Am. 1•-25• 

11. Nl!lnS 'to] If ffli[ stands, an interesting case of repetition of a series 
of words, H. 39, 5 a, rm. (e). -12. Jl/1,N] Q•rt shortens the longer form of 
K•thtbh. -1J"1] Qert changes 1 of Kethtbh to ,, thus securing a pl. cstr. -
lJfV~!,) For pass. used with acc., v. Pr. I 726 ; also frequently, as here, with ,, 
cf. Is. 528 2916 Jb. 188 ; Kii. 338 v, y, e. On d. f. in ~, cf. GK. 13 c.-
18. 7i'D'l ••• .,,I'] Parallel acts, hence l rather than '!l•]. Ko. 37oj.-
14. ,r,nSi:,1J Waw consec. with pf. = impr.'of threat, as seen from the con• 
text, although no determining word precedes; cf, also 45 a 1014 ; Kii. 367 y. 

* Cf., however, Gu. Marti treats since tkey to Egypt, etc., also as a gloss. 
t So Sta. G VI. I. 577; Scholz, Oort, We.; Che. in WRS. Propk. XVII. ff.; GAS., 

Now.; Marti, EB. 2122; ,t al,; but cf. Kue. Einl. § 6,-, 8-IO; Co. Rini. § ZJ, 3. 
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§ ll. Israel's exile - a breaking up of social and religious 
habits. 91-9. Israel should not rejoice too loudly in her har
vest and vintage feasts, since, on account of her adultery, the 
time is at hand when there will be no threshing-floors nor wine
vats, no libations nor offerings; for all food will be unclean, and 
all who eat unclean ( vs.1

• 
2

· 
4
). Israel is to be carried into exile 

in Assyria or Egypt, where it will be impossible to celebrate 
feasts and festivals, and her own land will be thorns and thistles 
( vs.5· u). Israel's days of visitation are coming, - days of bitter 
experience, when prophets and spiritual guides will have been 
driven mad because of Israel's faithlessness, and because of the 
opposition which they encounter, - days of dire punishment 
(vs.7- 8). 

This piece is marked by a peculiar definiteness and clearness. Perhaps 
v.8 forms an exception to this statement. It consists of three strophes, each 
of which is introduced by a three-membered clause, after which come perfectly 
regular couplets: strophe 1, 3 + 2 + 2 + 2 + 2; strophe 2, 3 + 2 + 2 + 2; 

strophe 3, 3 + 2 + 2 + 2. Strophe I warns against the heathenish joy of their 
celebrations, for soon there will be no libations nor sacrifices. Strophe 2 

announces the exile, during which the celebration of feast-days and festivals 
will be impossible. Strophe 3 describes days of visitation. The following 
modifications are to be adopted: (1) the transfer of v.8 to precede v.6; 
(2) the treatment of v.9 as a gloss. 

1. S,rSi-i] 6 µ'llai EV<ppal,ov; so S'Fm:, all reading s~. Orn. as a gloss 
repeating nt:tvn Si-i. Marti, \ri;, ~ti. - C't:V:i] Some codd. of Kenn. and de R. 

c•ov:i (so also Abarb., Ros., Gr.). 1L adds terrae. - ~,-Sv] $ ~ ~- -
pi] Orn. with$ as a dittog. of ii; (v.2); this yields a trimeter line and permits 
ru (v.2) to follow closely upon mJii, a construction demanded by the context. 
-2. cyi•] Read, with <!5, 1-y,w a,n-ovs, cv,, (so Houtsma, We., Oort (ThT. 

and Em.), Gu., Ru., GAS., Now., Oct., Marti). $ ~~ = □ J.1', (Seb.).
;i:i] Read, with 6$'£)'m;, c:;i; so Bab. cod. (so also Dathe, Ew., Bauer, We., 
Gr., Oort, Loft., Ru., Gu., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti).-3. i:iiv•] 6 KaTt,!K'llrraP 

= 1:if:,-:i,v1] 6 KaTt,$K71rre, = :i~:; F om. ,.-4. 1Y1V') Read 1);r (so Kue. 
Ribb. Leet. 1882, pp. 3r2 f.; Oort, ThT. and Em.; Val., We., Gu., Loft., Ru., 
GAS., Now., Marti). Gr. J"IJI'. Gardner, \"1'.lV' ( cf. Ex. 1312 Lv. 1821). -

c,,•n:ir] Join, contrary to accents, with what precedes; so .$; but 61)' join 

with following. -::inS,] Gardner, cnS ,,.-::i•i11-i] $ '3~~- -::i;iS] 1L ejus . 

.Read c~i;i~ (so Kue. Ribb. Leet. 1882, pp. 312 f.; Oort, Th T. and Em.; We., 
Val., Gu,, Ru., Loft., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti). - 1-11:i•] GAS. -11-1•:;i;. -li. c1,~J 
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ff pl. (so also GAS.).-8. ,,~:, mn] Gr. ,,Sn rn = if, etc.; Marti, c•~~:, 'l"I. 

Read, with We., Val., and Now., '''~-~.-,wo] .SS I~= ,w::i. Read, with 
We., i-,11'!.I (so Val., Now., Oet., Marti). Ru. om. as a double of [o•]"m::, 
and supplies the town-name 0m~i;i0 before os::i1,n.-,r.mo] 6 Ma;i::µ,h (= 
wono), due to confusion of , with foll. S and consequent resemblance to 
familiar wo.:io (Vol.). 1:. Ta. frr1/Jvµ:l11m.Ta, Gr. JlOllo. Marti, c;::i•;)i;l.!:J!;'I, Read, 
with Hi., "!t;!J'Q for ~ 'no (so We.; Oort, Em.; Val., Oet., Hal.).-cllDJ',J 
Gardner, co,,~. Hai. Dv'JJ~• Some codd. of Kenn. and de R. Dll'lll~ (so 
Ru.). Marti om. as gloss. -t:'lOi'] 6 6">-.e/Jpoi = lt'j,10 (Vol.) • .SS k,=~.
!lt:''1"] 6 KA.f/por,oµ{wei auT6 = 1171''. (so also Ru.).-7. lj)i 1] 6 KaKwlJ{J
uniu = .v,,. Now. and We.8 9,,.-,11,w•] Ru. adds '!t!.I and transfers here 
from v.8, ,,nS11 CP! 0''1!H~, the text being changed,-nOt:lll-'O l'1J'111l1.P J'1 ':ip] 
6 {nro Tou ,r">-.,j/Jovi Twv oiomwv uov brX.,1Ju111J., µavla uov = n:i, 1'J1l' J'1 S;, 
n.:i•llwo (Vol.); .SS om. conj. with 6, and derives not:l:VO from nt:il/1 ;_forsake 
(Seb.); l:T renders last clause et multitudinem amentiae. Read n~~Q::! J"\1 
(so Ru., Now.; v.i.), and, with Now., transfer :,ot:l:vo to beginning of v.8• 

Gr. nOt:llZ'O:i J"\\ (so We., Oort (Em.)). Oort, 111:it:il/10 n:i,,omitting 1 with ff, 
Hal. niz,o :in~- Ru. om. :,!ls not:lll'O as a correction of the foll. not:lwo.-
8. :,!ls] Gr. njs. Che, and Hal. :,pis. Oet. :,P. n~i,. - 09] Grotius, op 
(so Mich., Gr.)." Che. OJ!T,J. Oet. '2· Ru. and H;l. err, Oort om.- ,:,';,11] 
6 om. suff. Some codd. ,,n,11 (so also Oort, Th 1: and Em.; Ru., Hal.). 
Oet. om. as dittograph of last word in verse. ,:,,11 0)1 is to be omitted, with 
Now., as a gloss. - rzi11,,] Oort, w1~~.-:iot:lwo] Orn. as dittog. of ·o in v.7 -

9. 1i''OJ1,'1] 6 joins with v.8 (so also Oort, Gr., We., GAS.). Oort, ;,•ov:,, -
mnw] 6 bf,fJ6.p11ua11 == ·1/'\';lf (Vol.). Read, with We. and Now. lr,Q~,-•o•J] 
Hal. •r,i•o. - n))JJn] 6 Tou {Jovr,ou; so ,$. _.,,,,,] .SS inserts :in)I before ·r• (so 
also Ru.). 1L adds dabitur after '!'. 

IX. I. Do not nyoice, Israel, like the peoples] The words are 
addressed to Israel at a time when the nation is engaged in 
the midst of the wild and exuberant celebration of a harvest 
feast. It is, perhaps, also a time when Assyria's hand, for a 
moment, seems to have been lifted, and Israel permitted to 
breathe more freely ( cf. z K. 1519). Instead of ( 1) retaining 
',•r',~ = unto exultation = too loudly, cf. Jb. 3'l'J ; * or ( 2) reading 
',•~·',13 (v.s.), which is irregular in that an imperfect would have 
been expected ; it is better ( 3) to omit the phrase as a gloss 
on M~lt'M ',iit.t This harvest-rejoicing places Israel on a plane 

* So Hd., RV., et al. 
t Cf. Hal.'s sug. that ~'J here = produce of the soil, being allied to Aram. ll~'J 

(stalk), Arab.~ (tribe), and Ethiop. ,g-yJt (child); cf. Dn. 11° Ps. 6518. 
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with other nations, l.e. makes her like the peoples, the heathen. 
What, in the prophet's mind, constituted the difference ? The 
people in their celebration acknowledge the harvest to be a 
gift of the god of the land in return for their sedulous worship, 
thus making material gain the goal and the reward of worship ; 
while it is the prophet's contention that divine blessings are 
bestowed for real worth and character (Dt. 281..i). Here is 
opposition between the folk-religion and the true Yahweh-religion 
as preached by the prophet. It is here that c:i•~i, is first used 
in the sense of heathen.* -That thou hast played the harlot 
from thy God] Is this the ground of the command not to 
rejoice, t or is that ground to be found later in the statement 
that threshing-floor aud wine-vat will not know them (v.2).t In 
the latter case, •:i = that, in that, and the following clauses 
furnish the substance of the rejoicing, not the reason or occasion.§ 
-Thou hast loved a harlot's hire upon all threshing-floors] 
Accepting the harvest-fruits as from the Baalim commits Israel 
to the service of the Baalim. Every celebration of a local 
festival is, therefore, an act of harlotry, in which the harlot 
acknowledges her paramour and accepts his gift, i.e. the harlot's 
hire. The sin here is not worshipping on the high places, but ob
serving a cult in which debasing tendencies are at work, instead 
of those which would elevate and ennoble. It is, in other words, 
a case of the material vs. the spiritual (cf. Zc. 1416-19). pi is 
unnecessary and may be omitted. - 2. Threshing-floor and wine
vat shall not know them] Feed them II (cf. 416) is not an easy 
expression with the subject here indicated. The reading Cl!;'f;. 

is very natural and is supported by the parallel phrase ititi:i;• The 
tloor and the vat ( the place within the press into which oil or 
wine flowed, cf. Jo. 22') stand, concretely, for the grain and oil 
and wine, these henceforth will not know, i.e. be known to, 
Israel, not because a failure of crops is to be expected, 1 but 
because they are to be carried into exile.** -And the new wine 
shall play them false] Cf. Hb. J17• The reading her, if correct, 
is due to Israel's representation as a harlot; but ( 1) the versions 

•we. 
t Ke., Or., et al. 
+ Hi., Ew., NQW, 

9 Now., Marti. 
USoJa~ 

,i Dathe, Mau., Hi., Ew., et al. 
" Marek, Stuck, Umb, 
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(v.s.) read them; (2) everywhere else in chaps. 4-14, Israel is 
spoken of as he (thou) or they (ye) (even in 416 1011, in com
parison with feminine animals).* -4. They shall not pour liba
tions to Yahweh J t In eating and drinking at sacrificial meals 
a portion of the wine was devoted to the deity and poured out 
as a libation, the rest was drunk in connection with the offering 
( cf. Am. 2 8 1 S. 1 24 ro3). If this custom be interfered with in 
the exile, the whole of the wine in general will become unclean, 
and therefore unpleasing to Yahweh. -Nor prepare for him 
their sacrifices J This is the simplest treatment, although it re
quires the change of i!l-,l/' to i::,-,i,• (v.s.) and the connection 
of c:-rn!lt with this verb as object contrary to the accents.t 
To represent the sacrifices as unpleasing to Yahweh§ (cf. Je. 620 

Mal. l) is inconsistent with v.h and with chap. 3, which say 
that there shall be no sacrifice at all. The word ,.,!/, used 
of laying in order the parts of the sacrifice, is common (Lv. 1 7 u 2 

65 Ex. 404·23 ; cf. Ps. 2J5). It must be remembered that sacrifice 
and feasting upon animal food were inseparable. I) - Thet"r bread 
shall be lzke the bread of mourning] t".e. c~n1, for c,,1,. Just 
as the wine they drink and the flesh they eat will be taken 
without giving thereof a due portion to Yahweh, and conse
quently will be unconsecrated and unclean, and without "the 
joy of the sense of the divine favor," so the bread which they 
eat will be unclean; it will be, in fact, like the bread of 
mourning, i.e. the bread eaten during the days of mourning 
for the dead (Nu. 1914), or, better, the bread used at the 
funeral feasts and broken for the dead (cf. Je. 167 Dt. 2614)., 

No stronger impression for impurity could have been found; 
and yet all bread eaten in exile will be thus impure. -All who 

*Ew. 
t Cf. Oort, ThT. XXIV. 491 f., who rejects vs.4 and 6 as a later addition for the 

following reasons: (1) the difficulty of explaining ,.,,,.,, l"'J (v.4) as coming from 
Hosea, since it cannot denote the temple at Jerusalem, and there was more than 
one temple in North Israel; (2) these verses break the connection; (3) they 
do not reflect the sentiment of Hosea's time, but that of the Deuteronomic 
period; (4) they are inconsistent with vs.1-3. Marti makes H.5 late. 

! Cf. RV., which takes this word with what follows. § So B.Si!i'., 
II WRS. Sem. 222 f.; Sm. Rei. 140 f. 
~ Ros., Hi., Ew., Hd., Sim., Ke., Now., Marti. 



eat shall defile themselves] The idea of cleanness and unclean~ 
ness is very old; it is to be connected closely with the ideas 
of ancestor worship and totemism, and is, in fact, only another 
name for taboo ; * and there is, therefore, nothing in this to 
prove the observance at this time of the Levitical cult. - For 
their bread shall be only for their hunger] Instead of the double 
purpose involved in eating as heretofore, viz. worship of, or 
communion with, the deity, and satisfaction of desire for food, 
only the latter shall now exist. All that was holy and sacred, 
all that was spiritual, will have disappeared. This is the idea 
whether we render Cl'D!lllr, for themselves,t or for their belly, t or 
for their desire or hunger§ (cf. also Is. 298 326 Ps. 6i 1079).

It shall not come into Yahweh's house] i.e. any place consecrated 
to Yahweh, e.g. the temple, or a high place. - 3. They shall not 
dwell in the land of Yahweh] This is the explanation of the 
dire threat contained in vs.1-H; they will be compelled to 
abandon their home land, the land of Yahweh. This expression 
furnishes the key to an understanding of the 0. T. religion down 
to the exile. The old Arabic tribal conception of God, involv
ing on the one hand a belief in the personality of God which 
opposes a tendency toward pantheism, and on the other, a belief 
in the deity as an abstract representation of irresistible power 
and force, which was opposed to polytheism, developed into 
henotheism or monolatry, according to which each nation had 
its own god (Chemosh, the god of Moab; Milcom, the god of 
Ammon). In this way Yahweh was the god of Israel (Ju. n 24). 

This was a worship of one god, but also an acknowledgment 
of the existence of other gods for other lands and peoples.II 
As clear cases of this belief, cf. N aaman the Syrian, who takes 
home earth from Palestine on which to worship Yahweh, who 
had cured him ( 2 K. 511) ; the flight of Jonah, who thought he 
could thus escape the presence of Yahweh (Jon. 11}; and the 
feeling of David that in being driven out of Israel into another 

• Cf. Sta. G VI. I. 481-487; WRS. Sem. 446 ff.; Now. Arck. II. 275 f.; Benz. 
Arck. 478-484; G. A. Simcox, EB. I. 842f.; Matthes, TkT. XXXIII. 293-318; 
and other literature cited in my Priestly Element, etc., 126 ff. 

t Ma., Umb., Hd., Ke., et al. t Ew. f Hi., Che., Now. 
II WRS. Propk. 54 f.; Sm. R&l. n3 f.; Schultz, Tl,e()/. I. 176 ff". 
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land he was being forced to transfer his worship to other gods 
( 1 S. 2619). -But Ephraim shall return to Egypt] Cf. on SL'I. 
This reference is not simply a "type of the land of captivity," 
Assyria being intended and designated thus as a new Egypt.• 
The fact is, that at this time Israel was between two great 
threatening powers. It is not yet certain in the prophet's mind 
whether Egypt or Assyria, or both, shall . be the agent of Israel's 
exile. Both are tyrannizing over her. Toward both Israel leans 
(cf. 513 711). Time will determine the issue more definitely.
And in Assyn·a they shall eat what is unclean] Cf. Ez. 413• 

Living in a foreign land and eating that which is unclean are 
synonymous terms. The situation is now squarely before them. 
Perhaps they will consider ( cf. ~•s addition to 818). - 5. What 
will ye do on the day o.f a festival ?J How will the Sabbath and 
the day of the new moon be properly celebrated ? How, indeed, 
will they be celebrated at all in a foreign land, where Yahweh's 
sanctuaries do not exist ? These days were the great days of 
rejoicing, recurring weekly and monthly.t- Or on the day of 
feasting to Yahweh] The ~n was the great harvest feast t (cf. 
1 K. 82 1232 Ju. 21 19 Ez. 452.'l 2 Ch. 53), and not a general term 
for all feasts and synonymous with -,i,11.J. § - 6. For behold they 
will go to Assyn·a J This reading II ( v.s.) relieves two difficulties : 
( 1) the absence of a reference to Assyria in connection with 
the mention of Egypt ; ( 2) the confusion involved in the 
rendering of the present text, they will go from the devastation, 
i.e. they will leave their wasted land; 1 or they will die o.f hunger;** 
or yea, if they are gone from the ruins, tt a protasis, - all of which 
describe a departure on account of devastation, rather than a 
deportation. t t - Egypt gathen'ng them, Memphis burying them J 
Rapid strokes in a picture, intentionally left somewhat indefinite.§§ 
In this description reference is made to the numerous and vast 
burial grounds of Egypt, one of the largest being at Memphis. 
Memphis occupied an important position on the Nile, a short 
distance south of Cairo, whence it commanded the whole of 
Egypt, of which it was the most important city during the 

"'Ke. 
§ Ke. 
llOr. 

t See my Priestly Element in the 0. T., p. 96. 
II We., Now. ,- Cal., Bauer. u Ki., Dathe. 
§§ Marti om. ·pn ·m as a cloublet of •1,n ']tl, 

tSim.,Now. 
tt Ew., § 357 /J. 
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greater part of its existence.* - Nettles inheriting their precious 
things of silver] Another side of the picture ; cf. 916• The plural 
•il.:lnl.:l is probably to be read. t This has been taken : ( r) as a 
reference to idols of silver; t ( 2) as meaning treasure-houses 
or palaces;§ (3) as a proper name; II (4) as connected with 
0-0j:ln, and meaning "on account of longing for their silver,"1 
- Thorns coming up in their tents] Cf. Is. 3413• Their dwellings, 
not tabernacles, or places of worship ( cf. Ez. 1616). - 7. The days 
of visitati"on will come] The perfect is prophetic. This and the 
following line tell what it is that Israel shall know, or experience. 
- The days of recompense will come] c71p ( cf. similar formation 
in t,11~, t,1r-,1'.1) is an abstract noun, parallel in thought to vist"tation 
(:iij:)El), ** and is hardly a play on the proper name Shallum. tt
Israel shall know] It is better thus to connect this clause with 
the preceding, t t than to make it a parenthetical clause and 
connect it with what follows, •:i being understood. §§ -A fool, 
the prophet; mad, the man of spt'rit] Two uncertainties exist 
here : ( 1) Is this phrase (a) the direct object of ,,,,, i.e. Israel 
shall know (that) the prophet is a fool, etc., this entire clause, 
n,-,:, . • . ,,,,, being parenthetical, and the following '1:i1 ::,·r,1,1 
depending upon ii,;::; 1111 or (b) is the phrase independent of what 
precedes and to be taken only with what follows? 11 ( 2) The 
other question concerns the sense in which a,;•:::i and ni,:, ID"K 

are taken, whether (a) of the false prophets, who have deluded 
the people by their prediction of prosperity and are now con
victed of folly and made insane by the divine judgment; *** 
or (b) of true prophets? ttt Against the interpretation of false 
prophets it may be urged that the terms "fool," "madman," are 
not likely to have been used by the people of false prophets who 
had led them astray (Orelli), that ni,:, !U'K must be used of a 
truly inspired prophet, notwithstanding Mi. 2 11, and that v.8 sup-

* See arts. "Memphis," DB., and "Noph," EB., by W. M. Muller. 
t Hi., We., Now. II 6, tt We., Marti. 
:t Hess., Hi., We. 'If Marek, Ros. t! We., Or., GAS., Now., et al, 
~ 1!1:, Jer., Ra., Ki., Wti., et al. tt Ki., Wii. H I!!:, Marek, Hi. 
1111 (!!:, Jer., Ki., Ra., Marek, Mau., Hi., Bauer, Ros., Wii. 
'll'lf Umb., Sim., Che., Or., Now. 
- Ki., Abarb., Marek, Dathe, Ros., Mau., Hi.. Hd., Ke. 
ttt Ew., Umb., Sim., Che., We., Now., Marti. 
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ports strongly this interpretation as a whole. The sentence is 
to be taken with Nowack as a quotation from the mouth of the 
people (cf. 61 Is. 289• 10).* The prophet seems to say: You, 
the people, maintain, do you, that the prophet has become a 
fool, and the man of spirit a madman ? It is true, just as you 
say, but learn that this great calamity has come upon them 
/Jecause of the greatness of thine iniquity and the greatness of thy 
sin] It is Israel's iniquity and sin (adopting Ruben's suggestion 
to substitute :,i,;ton, sin, for :,i:.tow-i:.) that have driven mad the 
inspired messengers of Yahweh. This same thought is ampli
fied in the following verses. - 8. This verse is almost hope
lessly confused. The more important solutions proposed are 
the following : (I) Ephraim's watchman, appointed by my God, 
even the prophet- a fowler s snare is t'n all his ways; t this 
interpretation involves the reading of l:1171:i for l:117, a 1:, having 
dropped out after l:l'"lElN; and uses the word "watchman" as in 
Je. 617• The result is a sentence giving an appropriate thought, 
but so involved in expression as to make it very doubtful. 
(2) Ephraim acts the spy with my God; the prophet i's a 
fowler's snare upon all his (Israel's) ways. t Variations of 
this interpretation are three: (a) Ephraim lays ambush against 
the people (l:l!/ instead of ci.,) of my God ; § (b) Ephraim looks 
round about outside of (away from) my God (for foreign help); II 
(c) Ephraim looks after prophecies in addition to those from 
my God.,r (3) Ephraim expects help from my God,** treating 
:,El!il: as in Ps. 53 Mi. ?7 La. 417, and ci, as for C!)~ (cf. Jb. 27IB). 
(4) Then is hostility to the watchman in the house of his God; 
the prophet (finds) the snares of the fowler on all his ways. tt 
This interpretation involves considerable change in the text, viz. 
(a) the transfer of :,1:,tQt,1:, from the end of v.7 to the beginning of 
v.8 ; (b) the omission of ,:,t,N 017 C'"l!lN (cf. Ruben's suggestion 
that these words stood originally in connection with t,i,;-,i.,, iui• 

(v.7) in this form: i•:,t,l( l:l!7T C'"lElN 'ElN t,1(-,w, ii,i•, the 'ElN having 
dropped out, CU! being for C!l) ; (c) the omission of :,~toW'l:i in 811 

as useless repetition; (d) the transfer of 'N r,•:i:i to follow :,e:i:ii:, 

• Cf. Ew., Oort, We., Che. 
tChe. 
t GAS.; cf. Ew., Um b., Ke., Or. 

§ Mich. 
II Struensee, Sim. 
,r Dathe, Hi. 

ffHd. 
. tt Now, 
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- all this disorder being due to efforts to restore the meaning, 
when by mistake :,Qr.:i!DQ was placed at the end of v.7, instead 
of the beginning of v.8• The parallelism is perfect, and the 
sense excellent.* I desire, however, to suggest the following 
arrangement, which renders unnecessary certain omissions and 
changes involved in Nowack's interpretation: Enmity exists tow
ards Ephraim's watchman; the prophet (finds) the snares of the 
fowler in all his ways; in the (very) house of his God they dig 
for him a deep pit] This interpretation follows Nowack only in 
transferring :,Q~!CQ from the end of v.7 to the beginning of v.8, 

and in the omission of •n,~ CV. A preposition, ', or ',i;,, must 
be inserted. It adopts Wellhausen's suggestion to place the 
first two words of v.9, inrw ij:)'QV:,, at the end of v.8, giving them 
another pointing. With this interpretation v.8 supplements v.7, 

adding three expressions, of which the first is the simple state
ment, the second and third poetical pictures and illustrations. 
The watchman (cf. Ez. i 7 ff-) of Ephraim meets persecution on 
every side; fowler's snares compass about the prophet; a deep 
pit is digged for him even in the house of his God. House 
here, as in v.15, means Canaan. - 9. As in the days of Gioeah] 
A gloss from 109 ; t here inconsistent because the thought has 
to do only with Ephrairn's persecution of Yahweh's prophets; 
cf. Ju. 19= 2046-48. - He will remember their iniquity, he will 
visit their sin] An insertion from gIB_ t 

1. S,J-',11] If retained = inf. abs. or cogn. acc. with n!:!IVI", although of 
different stem; Ko. 329 h. For similar cases of combination of different 
stems, v., e.g., Jb. 322 2 S. 195 Zc. 82 -pn11] Deriv. from :,m (BDB; cf. 
89• 10; but cf. We. who regards these forms as corrupt and from lf1J). with II 

prosthetic and affix J_; or from tm (BSZ.) for 7mJ11; cf. Ko. II. i. p. 96.-
2. Jil] Position of w~rds chiastic with prec. verse and emphatic. -4. c:i,n:n] 
The objection of Oet. and Hal. to the reading 'T 11JI on the ground that it is 

* Marti reconstructs vs,1, 8 as follows: -
ll'JJ;'I S,111 (n) 

Ml"\:"! IV'II )l)WO 

1l1)1 ::i, Sy 
cn11tln n::i,, 

,".\,. SJ s'p w~r- n!l csb) 
c,;1S11 n,::i::i :"l!:!tlil'o-1 

' ':I T-: .,. 

tSo Now. 

:,-,p!l:"I ,o, 111:J (1a) 
cSivn ,o, 111::i 

( or '!>~) •~~i? ,11,iv, Y1~ 
'~);! c:".\?~ Y"l~ (Sa) 

:t So Now., Marti. 



334 HOSEA 

not good Hebrew, Clltll!ot be maintained in view of the occurrence oi :i,,, 'j"lt' 
Lv. 66• In any case the poetic and prophetic use of ,.,,., must not be meas
ured by the later strict and ceremonial usage. -D'JUI] The phrase D•J1M en', 
occurs only here according to ffim;; but cf. Ez, 2417• 22, where D'l1M is probably 
to be read for D'll'lM. On this and similar practices see Sta. G VI. I. 387 ff.; 
Schwally, Leben nack d. Tode; Frey, Tod Seelenglaube u. Seelenlmlt. -1Mct1•] 
On assim. of r,, cf. GK. 54 c, and cf. the Hothp. Dt. 244; the Hithp. is not pass. 
but reflex.-Cll'JlJ',J If rendered.far themselves, it is emphatic in contrast with 
tkeir gods: Ko. 40. -3. :ie-1 ••• 1:ie-•] Intentional similarity of sound.
Ii. c,,':,] ', is rarely used of time to express concurrence ( al or on) rather than 
duration in; cf. Is. 108 Je. 581; v. BDB. 517; Ko. 331f.-6. 1::i':>:i] Acc. to 
fflm;, proph. pf.; cf. also 11,1::i, v.7,-c,:ipn ••• c;,10] The rhythm and pictu
resqueness of these circ. clauses is to be noted; the nouns beginning with r, 
the first and second radicals of both vbs, being ::ip; each word closing with 
c,.,; cf. similar change in one consonant of a word in Is, 57• - 'JC J Is elsewhere 
(Is. 1918 Je. 216 4414614- 19 Ez, 3013.16) ')l; c here is perhaps due to influence 
of preceding c. The ancient Egyptian name was Men-nofer ( = the good 
abode) which was shortened into Mennqe and Menft, which forms were trans
ferred to other languages, e.g. Assyrian Mimpi. - ,one] On the cstr. fol. by 
prep. H. 9, 2 b; GK. 130 a; Ko. 336 w; cf. also Ko. 28o n, on the expression 
of indeterminateness by cstr. with 7.-e-1op] On form cf. Ko. II, i. pp. 147, 
461; Barth, NB. 45; Lag. BN. u7 f., 181 f.; Baer, in loc, In some Mss., 
rv1c•p.-ce-,,,] On pl. suf. used as collective, v. Ko. 346 q. -n1n] cf, Assyr. 
~aein, "a thorny growth" (Dl. HWB.). Used as here parallel to rv1cp, 
ls. 3418• Later with meaning hook, 2 Ch. 3311 ; cf. "l'D which also has both mean
ings, Che. (EB.) emends this verse freely and finds here the names of four 
North Arabian districts. - 7. :i,r,ll:,] On d. f. in 3rd radical, cf. A. MUiler, 
ZDMG. 1891, p. 234; Kii. II. i:pp. 199, 461.-c',e,:,J On art. with nouns of 
this form, Kii. 241 I; cf. 261 e. -7. nct:irvc] &.,:,,., from Ct:itiJ, a by-form of 7t:irv, to 
oppose, be kostile; cf. Gn. 2741 Jb. 169• Cf. the sugg. of BSZ. to connect it 
with the Syr. ~. Pa. = bind with cords, the word being omitted from v.7 

-8. e,,1,, nil] t·,p, only here; cf. rv-1p• with same meaning, Ps. 918 Pr. 65 

Je. 526, For the phrase snare of the fowler, cf. Ps. 918 1247• On Mll, v. Am. 35, 

-9. 1p•cv:i] Vb.appos.; H.36,2; GK.120g; acaseofasyndeticappos.
•c•,] , = as in, used pregnantly; cf, Is. 517 98 Jb. 292; cf. BDB. p. 453, on 
original force of ::i as subst.; Ko. 3 l 9 d on the adv. force of preposition, -
nv:iJ:i] Art. with this proper noun sometimes used, at others omitted; cf. 
Jos. 1557 1828 ; Kii. 295 b. 

§ 12. Israel is corrupt ; the life of old as well as young licen
tious, 91

11-
11

• Israel started out with freshness and purity of 
youth; but contamination came at Baal-peor, and the abominable 
thing took hold of them ( 910

). Ephraim's glory is gone; no 
children, no mothers; no fruit (vs.11· 16

"·~). Even when children 



IX. to-r7 33S 

are born they are slain before maturity ; they a.re destined only 
for slaughter (16 c. l2a. b. 18). Give them, 0 Yahweh, barrenness; in 
Gilgal they have shown their wickedness, and for it I will drive 
them forth (14. 1sa. b.). I will cease to love them, because of their 
rebellion; woe upon them. My God will make them vagabonds 
for their disobedience ( is.. 12 •· 17) , 

This piece is commonly recognized as complete in itself; so Mich., Dathe, 
Stuck, Mau., Hi., Ew., Ke., Che., Or., Val., Now., GAS., et al,; cf. however 
Hd., Sim. It consists of five four-line strophes, in a movement essentially 
tetrameter. Strophes I and 2 might be united ; so also strophes 3 and 4 ; 
with this combination the order would be 8 + 8 + 4. Strophes I and 2 describe 
the immoral life of the people and their consequent decay- no fruit. Strophes 
3 and 4 assert that even those born are destined to captivity and slaughter 
before they are grown, for they will be cast off - because of wickedness in 
Gilgal. Strophe 5 declares that Yahweh, instead of loving them, will make 
them wanderers in the earth-on account of their rebellion. This arrange
ment involves the following transpositions: (1) v.16 to follow v.11 (v.i.); 
(2) v,12°, ono ,,,w::i on', •11.n:iJ-•::1, to follow v.16 (v.i. ). Gr. arranges as follows: 
10. 11 <>, 14. lib. 12, 13. 16, 16, 

10. c•::iiv] 6 sg.-n,1::1:i::1] 6 ws O'Koll'6v.-nn•1V11"\::1] Orn., with .SS, as a 
gloss; 6 ll'pbtµ.ov; '.IJ in cacumine efus. - c::1•nmi] 6$'.IJ 3 pl. suff. (so also 
Ru.).-non] m:.S5=non1 (so Ru.).-nii,:iL,J Read, with We., Now., and 
Marti, ',p_f. -0•11prv] 6, l:. ol e,Boe}.lf"{µivo, = c•~·1Pl(i (Vol.); so '.IJ; 'A. fJoeM
iyµ.ara;.-c:i:i11::1] 8 wt ol 1(Yctll'T//J,tvo, = c•Jn11::1 (Vol.); 'A. &is 1(YBll'T/0'1t11; 
l:. 6u(;) 1(Yct71',j9,iua;v; '.IJ sicut ea quae dilexeru~t; .S5 ~;? ..,_.l, Gr. cr_,•;!Qt:!~~
Gardner, cn•':>mc1 or o',n11:i.-ll. ciuJ] 8 and '.IJ join with foll. clause. 
8 renders this and three foll. nouns as plurals.-JtaJo] BSZ. and Marti, 
Ji:l~t;). -16. n::1n] 8 ill'b11euev = n~~ (Stek.). Gr. nJOt'.-Ctil'11V] 6 rils plta;i 
a;vroil; • A., l:, 1/ pita. a.V"Toii; $ connects with n::111 as acc. of specification, 
-111:i,J Gr. lt';!'.,-,',:i] Read, with Q•rt, ~J; so 40 codd. of Kenn. (so also 
Gr.,Ru.,Oet.).-12. c•n'rn:•1J 6 ciTeK11w9,juoV'1'1t1; Ru. c,r;,7~~)· Gr. C[l7?f]• 
-0,110 J 8 iE civ9pw7rwv; '.IJ in kominibus. Gr. cno,11. Oort, :io,1ro. -
en', ,,11] Ru. and Hal. c;i•~•J~,--ono ,,11V:i] 6, a:~dpf µ.ov (=,;~i) if 
a,i),-G,11; $ i,Jl 'I:.~~ which Seb. corrects to -...0~~ (from "\1D), or 
~~- Read, with Hi., '"Jllt'i1 (so Ew., Sim., Gu.). Ru. c;i1 .,ti;i~:- Gr. 
cr_,•ri1 "\~fr,. Hal. c;:i C'J1lf9· Bauer, •"!101 (so Oort (Em.)). -13. "\IVMJ 0•"11lM 

WM"\] 8 'E,p. 811 Tpb7rov; <!JAQ. add eiao,. Omit '"\ 'J (v.i.). Gr. om. 'llll 

asdittog. from 136, Ew. ,~~? for "\!7~e• Hal. (or n:t:!1) 1'1~1'.!1 "!7~1 D':)~1.-,11',] 
Read, with 8, .Zt ef,pa.v, ,,1S or ,11', (so also Houtsma, We., Ru., GAS., Oort 
(Em.), Oet., Marti); 'A., l:. ws iiKp6Toµ.o,; e. els 'll'frpa;11; '.IJ om. '? and treats 
,,:s as the subj. of nS1n111. .SS takes ·, as 2 p. sg. with ,11':>, treat~d as proper 
name, as its obj. Hal. "1ll7• -11':>1n111] 6 7rapiO'TT/O'lt/l = ~"i;,r (so also Hal.), 
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or 1111 ,:-i~ (Ho11tsrna). Read i:-,rp. Gr. n~i:>!f1. Oet. nS ~riff. Scholz, ~ ri!d, 
Ru. 11•rp~7.-mJJ] Read, with 6, Ta TlKPa. a.ilno•, Cv'.1? (so also Scholz; Ru., 
Hal.), or better NJ (so also Houtsma, We., Now., GAS., Oort (Em.), Oet., 
Marti); similarly 6. Gr. ;;t'.~?· S i:-, ,, , 1 O".\ reading 1:'~H, as pl. (Seb.). 
-C1'1tl111] Oort suggests that this represents some vb. - J'1;, l:,11] Read, with 
6, els d1ro1<t!ll'T'Y/G'", J'.)v S11 (Vol.), or better ni-,;,S (so also We., Now., GAS., 
Oort (Em.), Marti); similarly ;5. Ru. J'.)v~--14. Om., with 6, the second 
c;,', !11 (so also Bauer).-o•;,oi] Another reading 1111,9ir.-lli. S:,J Gardner, 
Sit or~:, S,11.-lll"IJl'1] 6 Ka.Kia., a.tn'wv.-))'1] 6 Ta.s 1<a.1<las,-'l!?'II] Oet. '11?'11. 
-17. ,;,~11] 6 cl 8e6s; so Arabic and one cod. of Kenn. 

10. Like grapes in the wilderness I found Israel] i.e. with the 
same satisfaction and pleasure with which one finds grapes in 
a wilderness, I found Israel ; this connects -,::,,~::, closely with 
c•::,~i,::,,* and not with •nx::.:~ t ( = I found Israel in the wilderness 
like wild grapes belonging to no one, and under no one's protec
tion, i.e. poor and helpless), nor with both -,::,,~::, and c•::i,1.1::, t 
( = like grapes which have no place in the wilderness, and are 
not expected to be found there, so was Israel; and the discovery 
of Israel in this unexpected place brought with it surprise and 
joy). This interpretation is supported by the position of the 
words, and by the parallel thought of the next line; cf. Je. 2 2, 

also Ho. 211, 1 J1. This expression is an allusion to the dwelling 
of Israel in the wilderness. - Like the .first-fruit on a jig tne I saw 
your fathers] The first ripe fig, on account of the lateness of the 
fig harvest in Palestine,§ was always a great delicacy (cf. Is. 284 

Mi. ?1). In J e. 242· 5 the better class of people are compared to 
the first ripe figs. In its .first time, i.e. when it begins to ripen, 
is evidently a gloss, intended to make the statement still more 
explicit. It is shown to be superfluous by the rhythm and the par
allelism. S5 omits it.-(But) they came toBaal-peor] The whole 
of 10 • is clearly in contrast with 10 •, although no conjunction ex
presses this contrast. Although Israel was so favorably regarded 
and so tenderly treated by Yahweh, yet in the very beginning of 
her history she showed her ingratitude and her faithlessness by 
the episode of Beth-peor II (cf. Nu. 253·i; 2328 3116 Dt. 329 4w) for 

• Theod., Rashi, Mich., Stuck, Hd., Sim., Wii., Or., Che., Sharpe, Now., Marti. 
t Hi., Ew. § Cf. G. E. Post, art. "Figs," DB. 
l AE., Ki., Umb., Ke., Schm. 11 Creuzer, Symbolik und Mytlwlogie, II. 4u, 
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1"hich 'Baal-peor (perhaps an abbreviation of Beth Baal-peor•) 
here stands. Peor was situated somewhere in the vicinity of the 
hill of Pisgah t (Nu. 2J1u8 Jos. 13~; cf. Wellhausen's sugges
tion t that it was identical with Pisgah. -And separated themselves 
to Baal] jltit = shame, is of later origin than Hosea, and by a 
later copyist has here been substituted for the original "Baal." § 
Yahweh is called Baal in 218• U "'Ill in the Niph'al refers to that 
formal separation of oneself which may be called consecration. 
-And they became abominations like the object of their love] 
It may be questioned, with Wellhausen, whether C":llj'W is not 
also an insertion, used perhaps instead of the word which stood 
here originally. c::i:,ic:i may be taken as here, i.e. an infinitive 
construct; ,r or as active participle or noun, like their lover,•• 
or loved oqect, tt i.e. the thing loved at Baal-peor. -11. Eph
raim - his glory flies away like a bird] With the swiftness of 
the bird's flight will Ephraim's glory depart. The construc
tion places special. emphasis upon Ephraim, to bring the former 
fruitfulness (the idea contained in the name) into contrast with 
the coming calamity, which shall consist in lack of everything 
which made up Ephraim's glory, i.e. prosperity, honor among 
the nations, and, as a prominent element, children. - There 
shall be no more birth, no more motherhood, no more con
ception] This, the greatest possible curse, was the punishment 
threatened for their lack of chastity. The construction is singu
larly terse . and strong. The order is climactic : women will not 
conceive; if they do, the child will die in the womb; if it should 
survive the embryonic period, it will die at birth. Cf. 410• Does 
not their sin against chastity deserve this? Cf. Halevy's interpre
tation of these words, in which he reverses the order of the climax. 
-16. Ephraim is smitten, their root withered] This verse inter
rupts the thought in its present position, but fits in perfectly 
between vs.11 • nd12 ; it is, therefore, to be transferred.U This change 

• EB. 400. :t 7- d. Tn. XXI. 58o; cf. Di. on Nu. 23j8. 
t Cf. Dr., arL "Beth-peor," EB. § We., Che., Gu., Now. 
II On the use of r.v::i as a substitute or nickname for i:>p::i, cf. Dr. on 2 S. 44 ; 

Di. in Monats/Jerickle der Kon.-Prnus. Academie tier Wissenscltaften ,.,, Berlin, 1881, 
June 16 ; Morris Jastrow, Jr., in 7BL. XIII. 19-30. 

'If Ko. I. p. 395. ff BS7~, Ke., Or., Now. tt Hi., BDB. 
U So We., Now., GAS., Oet.; Marti transfers only 16&. 

z 



also relieves an important difficulty in the strophic structure. The 
figure of the tree is adopted; Ephraim is like a tree smitten by 
worms Oon. 47) or by heat (Je. 178); and, worst of all, the very 
root is destroyed, thus leaving no hope of further growth ( cf. 
Am. 2 9 Mal. 41, and for the opposite idea, Is. 111 Ps. 18). -Fruit 
they cannot produce] This is the sum and substance of the whole 
thing. - Yea, though they beget children, I will slay the darlings of 
their womb] This means practically that they will bear no fruit. -
12. Yea, though they bring up their sons, I will bereave them that 
there be not a man] Cf. 1 S. 1533• This statement follows natu
rally upon 16 b, and is in strict accord with the Hebrew method of 
statement, viz. to make a general and absolute statement, and 
then to add the exception or modification (cf. Jb. 31~ Pr. 7H). 
V.120 should follow v.16 (v.i.). -13. Ephraim - for a prey are 
his sons destined] This rendering* is based upon @ (v.s.); in 
addition, it involves the omission of •n•K-, "11VK:l as unnecessary, 
and inconsistent with the rhythm. The old rendering, Ephrat'm, 
as I saw Tyrus, is planted in a pleasant place, t means nothing, 
( 1) for Tyre (.,::l, not as here "11::l) is entirely out of place; 
( 2) -n',1r,VJ = planted, does not fit as predicate to Ephraim; (3) :jl 
would have been used with Tyre, not 7. Other renderings of .,,:it 
are : the palm ; t like pleasure groves of Tyn'ans, reading "11VK as 
a noun (v.s.); § Ephraim as I selected t"t for a Tyre, etc.; II a 
rock; 1 as I saw is like a tree planted in Tyre,-** if I look as jar 
as Ty1·e, tt or toward Tyre. ; t - Ephraim must lead forth his 
sons to slaughter] Hosea still continues his description of the 
coming judgment. @'s :,~"1'n', (v.s.), the abstract, slaughter, is 
to be preferred to the :§ll(!!I: l-,:, ',K = unto the slayer.§§ -
14. Give them, 0 Yahweh - what wilt thou give 7] This is 
imprecation, 1111 not deprecation. 11 The entire context pictures 

• Cf. Houtsma, We., Now., GAS. Marti reads 18 as follows: -

,,.,;i li~ nv i;'!~ •r1111, ,:1,,9 c,,i,i,c 
1•l:J 1'1J'1:i, H•~11'1 ,H'lll'' Hli'11 

TT 1' "-a~ 

t AV.; cf. RV. 11 Ke. tt De Welte. 
o., .-

t Cf. Arab. )Y'°• palm; Hi. ~ e., Bauer, Bllckel. tt Mau. 
§ Ew. ff Cal. § § Ew., AV., Or., Gu., et al. 
UII Mau., Hd., Sim., Ke. ~,r Cal., Ros., Hi., Ew., Umb.,Or.,Che., Now., Marti. 



tx; 16, 12--15 339 

Ephraim,s ruin; and this is an appeal for that absolute ruin 
which is involved in the failure of a tribe or nation to propagate 
itself. To understand that this ejaculation is born of a sympathy 
which asks for the prevention of births that those born may not be 
compelled to suffer is far--fetched. The imperative, give, implies 
the opposite. The question is rhetorical, indicating excitement, 
and is intended not merely to furnish a basis for the repetition 
of v.n, nor to ascertain the divine mind,* but= what would 
I have thee give 1 i.e. the prophet's own wish and prayer. -A 
miscarrying womb and dry breastr] The give them found in jlf{I: 
is superfluous and spoils the line. It is omitted in (!j_ Unfruitful
ness was regarded as a special and definite punishment from the 
deity; et:. Gn. 2521 301.2. This punishment stands related as a 
climax to that which has before been uttered ; it also bears upon 
one of the chief sins of J eroboam's time, the pride taken by the 
people in their numbers and prosperity; cf. Am. 61-t-6 Ho. 2 8 101 

128• t-15. AU their evt1 being in Gi.{g-al] A circumstantial clause 
= since the consummation of their mischief ( or calamity t) is in 
Gilgal ,· this use of ';I:, ( cf. Ee. 1 213) § is strained in order to secure 
paronomasia in connection with ',t,1. Gilgal was the seat of 
Baalistic practices (cf. 4)/j 12n Am. 4i 55); but there is no evi
dence of its being the headquarters of human sacrifice; II cf. 13'. 
- Yea, there I conceived hatred for them] •::, is resumptive, 
yea or therefore,· the verb is inchoative, = not / hated, nor I 
learned to hate, II but I formed or conceived hatred. - For the evil 
of their doings I wz1l dnve them out of my house] The house here 
is not the temple, but Palestine, the land of Israel; cf. 81• On 
the use of ~ cf. Gn. 3M 2110 (but there is no reference here to 
the Abraham episode).1 The figure of the husband and wife is 
again the basis of the expression (Nowack); cf. Lv. 211• H 2213• 

-I will no ,non: love them, all their nobles being rebelr] A strong 
anthropomorphic expression for the decision to withdraw all 
favor and mercy from Israel. The reason assigned, one of the 
most important in the whole list of causes of the coming destruc
tion, is the apostasy of the leaders. The same phrase with its 

*Umb. 
t Marti om. H. llls,S.17 as glosses. 

:t Oort. 
§Ma. 

nm. 
• On the contrary, Ke. 
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paronomasia is cited in Is. 1 23• The court power is plainly in 
large measure responsible; cf. 75 ft'. -12 c. Yea, even woe upon 
them, when I look away from them J For text, v.s. This clause is 
out of place in ff'([, in which it not only has no logical connec
tion with what precedes, but actually interrupts a closely con
nected passage.* Here it forms a fitting climax to a series of 
strong assertions, the idea of all of which is the abandonment of 
Israel by Yahweh. •::i, here asseverative, is tautological if joined 
with 12 b, which also is introduced by an asseverative •::i. The CJ, 

here indicating the climax, is impossible after in, as is seen by the 
effort of interpreters to make it refer to c:-b rather than tot '1K. 
The strophic structure is disturbed by its position in v.12, but 
entirely satisfied by the order here proposed. -17. My God will 
cast them away, for they have not hearkened to him J The prophet 
now speaks, summing up the thought of Yahweh as it has been 
given in vs.15· 12°. Yahweh had said, "I will drive them out of my 
house ; I will no more love them ; yea, even woe upon them ! " 
The prophet says, My God (for since they will no longer listen to 
him he may no longer be called Israel's God) will cas: them away. 
They had been chosen (-,n::i) from among all the nations; cf. 
Dt. 328 Ez. 55 Am. 61 Mai. J12• -And they shall become wanderers 
among the nations] They will become (not be) wanderers, or fugi• 
tives, J e. 41 ; cf. use of -,1,, of birds who have been cast out of their 
nest and fly hither and thither (Is. 162 Pr. 278 ); cf. the use of 
Cain, Gn. 412• In i 3 it is used figuratively of wandering away 
from Yahweh. 

10. c•JlJl] Hebrew is particularly rich in different words for the grape 
(cf. Che. EB. 1916f.), Among these J/V. (the usual term, being found also 
in Aram., Arab., and Assyr.) is the true word for the berry, ',:ic,i,c being used 
for the cluster (Gn. 4010 Nu. 1J28).-1NJ non] On circ. cl. with pf., H. 45, 
I a; GK. 142b; Dr.§ 163.-"119D ',v:i] For 'D 'J n•J; for discussions on site, 
cf. also (v.s.) Conder, Heth. and Moab, 142 f.; PEF. 1882, pp. 85 f.; Buhl, 
Geogr. d. alt. Pal. 123,-nrv:i] Cf. Je. 32" u 13 ; the substitution of nrvJ for 
~JlJ is especially frequent in proper names, e.g. nrv::i-,,, 2 S. 1121 :::ac ~,:i-,,, Ju. 68:i, 

-C1l1i'1V] On form, Barth, NB. 102d; GK. 84b, i. Its use is always late, 
Je. 41 being apparently the earliest passage aside from this. As used for idols, 

• Marti therefore makes it a gloss. 
t Mau., Hi., We., Or., Gu., GAS., Now., eta/. 
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cf. also 2 K. 2324 Je, 700 Ez. 207, B Dn. 927; v. Gunkel, Schopfung- u. Chaos, 
141.-c::in11,] On form,BSZ. and BDB.; onlyhere and Pr. 718.-11. 'llll)m•J 
Hithp8lel, only here; cf. Pole!, Gn. 120 Is. 62 1429 3<>6.-p:i] Three times 
with the force of negative, H. 41, 4d; GK. u9x; Ko. 406p.-n,':,] Rare 
formation= l"l'l.~., GK. 69m.-l6. 0111"1111 C•"l!lk] Chiastic order.-cJ) On force, 
Ko. 394c.-,•/jJ Keth!bh, but , is prob. dittog.; so S::i (Qer!) is better; ,':,::1; 

is rarely used with finite vb., Ko. 352 c, d. -Jlrllll'] On p, GK. 47 m. -
12 c. •"lllVJ] For various readings v.s. In favor of •~-111i1 is the appropriateness 
of the meaning thus obtained, the slightness of the change involved, and the 
fact that CJ is thus given its proper force. Against the interpretation of 
'")1W~ = •"llOJ (so 'A., l:TclC, Ros., Mau., Ke., We., Or., Now., et a!.) is the fact 
that Hosea regularly writes o; so zi- 19 714.-16. ,r,om] l marks apodosis; 
H. 48, 2 b; GK. 159/; on form of l "'} vb. without inserted B, GK. 72 k. -
,,one] Cf. 96; also La. zi Jo. 46; on form, Barth, NB. 174.-12. 011] = 1':>, 
GK. 159m; cf. Ko. 372h.-13. 111:s1n':>J On ~. H. 29, 3b; Ko. 399z.-
14. Jl"l"l-nc] On optative force, GK. 151b; Ka. 354k.-15. 'l!?ik] One of 
the few jussives of 1st pers. used for cohort.; GK. 109d; cf. Ko. 191 c,g; 
also 197, 

§ 13. Israel is wicked in proportion to her prosperity: but an 
end is coming of all that she has falsely trusted. 101-B. Israel was 
a luxuriant vine, but in proportion to her prosperity she multiplied 
altars and pillars; however, she will now be declared guilty, and 
her altars and pillars will be destroyed ( 101. 2). On account of the 
idol-calf, people and priest shall mourn ; for it shall be carried to 
Assyria, a token of Ephraim's shame (105· 6). The high places 
shall be destroyed, thorns and thistles growing over them ; the 
king of Samaria shall be cut off; and the people shall even pray 
to the mountains and hills to fall upon them ( 1oaa. 7. Sb). 

This piece consists of six four-line, or perhaps better, of three eight-line 
strophes. Removing the glosses in vs.6· Sa (v.i.), the arrangement becomes 
8 + 7 + 7. The movement is trimeter, although dimeters are occasionally 
employed, and in the last strophe the elegiac movement is used. Strophe I 

(vs.1. 2) pictures Israel as a fruitful vine, and with the increase of fruitfulness, 
has come also an increase of idol-serving; but now that she has been found 
guilty these emblems of idolatry shall be destroyed. Strophe 2 ( vs. 6- 6 ) 

describes the carrying away to Assyria of the idol-calf in which she has taken 
such pleasure, which, therefore, has been her shame. Strophe 3 (vs,Sa, 1· Sb) 
declares that the high places shall be destroyed, the altars grown over with 
thorns and thistles, while even the king shall be cut off, and men in the con• 
fusion of the judgment will call upon the mountains and the hills to fall 
upon and cover them up, 
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This arrangement involves the following modifications: (1) vs.a, • are to 
be taken as a later insertion (v.i.); (2) v,7 is to be transferred to stand 
oetween 8a. and & ( v.i.), 

1. pp:i] 6 e~KX'7µ.a-rofiO'a; '.El' .fr1Jndosa; 'A, lvulipos; l:. ~Xoµ.aJ10ilcra; 
S ~~ = p11v (Seb.; so also Gr.); '(!l; Nl'l:l. Oet. 1'1R.1'1,il, -',N"lrv•] Ru. 
c:2p~.-:i1rv•] 8 (cl ,cap,r~s) d,0,,11w11 = :,',ri,, or 1',ri, (Vol.); 'A., l:. i~,a-wO,,; 
'.El' adaequatus. Oort and Gu. ;', ~','f "'1~• or merely ,i,ri, ,,,!), Gr. ,i, :,Vf) 1'"\D, 

Marti, :iiNJ, Gardner, N]~'· Read, with Oet., N'1r! (cf. Jb. 1223 362i), an Ara
maicism. -1,,!lS] We, om. ', (so Now., Oet.).-·c', :i:i,n] Gr. ·c 1', ·:i.-
1:i11:i1,i] 6 ~Ko'/56µ..,,,uv; 'A. i0'1rovliaO'e (,rep! a--r.,,Xwv).-2. c:i', p',:,] 8 iµ.ip,
O't:111 Kap'/5!a.s a~-rw11 = .I:, ip7::, (Vol.); 'A,, l:., lµ.ep!o-0'1 ,ca.p'/5!a, Read p~r;, (so 
Oort, Val., Now.). Oet, i'~~• Ru, 0~2; pi:,:,, ·n being the name of some hostile 
tribe. Brull (" Beitrage zur Erkl. d. Buches Ho.," Jahrb. f. Jud. Gesch. u. Lit, 
v.-vi. (1883) 1-62; so Gr.), c:i':>c 1,:,,',n:i.-nr,11] Ru. takes it here and in 810 

as the name of some hostile tribe,-lllll'N•] 6 dtf,av,o-Of/O'oll'Ta.t (cf. 516); A., 2:., 
e. 1rX'7µ.µ.,Xf/o-01JO'I; '.El' interibunt. Gr. 11:lfe\ Ru. Cl)~;- - ~"IJ1'] 6 Ktl'TtlO'ICa.

•/m = n,y, or "l"J)"l"J)' (Vol.).-i,rv•] 6 raXa,1rwp170-0110-1v=iiiu• (Vol.).-
3. Ni:> •:i] S om. •:i. -4. 1,:i,] 8 Xa.Xwv, = ,~.,, agreeing with' 1'>0 of v.8 ; 

'.El' loquimini. Oort, '1~'!~ or ,~., (so Val.). Read, with We., ,;n (so Gu., 
Ru., GAS., Now., Oort (Em,), Oet.).-o,,:i,] Gr. c•:ir, (cf. 718), Ru, ,2~~
-m'>N] 6 ,rpotf,d.O'm = m',y, an Aramaicism (Vol.); '.El' visi1Jnis. Ru. ',y_7:1.'
Nllt'] Ru. N•~!J.-1'1'1:i] 8 o,a.Of/a-ITa.,. Oort and Val. ii1b. Gr. r,'I:;,~. HaL 
ni;. Ru. 1'1"1:lJ, - lt'N'1] 6 i!-ypwo-ns = N!f.7- (Vol.); l:. and e.' Mxavo11 
(sc, xXwplv); S 1~- Some Heh. codd. !ON"l:l, Loft. ldii,-1:lDlt'O] Ru. 
'1'1,')lf2 tdQ~. Oet. r,~11? or :,~If~ ( cf. u 7 146

). Hal. l'11J~12- - •irt> ,o',r, ',p] 

S 12.~ ~;h ~; 6 t1rl xlpo-ov d-ypofi. - 5. r,1',Jy':o] Read, with 
6, 8., and !6, ',_!!!? (so New., Oort, ThT. and Em.; We., Gu., Loft., Ru., 
GAS., Now., BDB., Oet., Marti). Dathe, Val. and Che. (CB.) r,~~1!.?· Gr. 
s.,~. ".1.1--)lH 1'1':l] 6 TOU ofKov ·o,,; 'A, TOV o!KOV ,h; e. TOV o!Kov 8P. Oort and 
Marti, ',H 1'1':l, - 1iw] 6!6, l:, render dwell; '.El' and t!t: worship; 'A., 0. fear. 
Gr. 1,u, or l"l"\Jl'1', Ru. ii\Ji;1:• Che. 1i1l•.-p:v] Read, with 6, 1<a.ro,,cou11Tes, 
,_pt' (so New., Oort, ThT. and Em.; We., Val., Loft., Gu., Now.,GAS.,Oet., 
Marti).-•:i] Ru. i•r:i~~ or :iti~--•mi] We. S2~~ (so Gr., Val., Now., Oet., 
Marti). - ,,,o,] 6 Ka.0ws ,ra.p<1rtrcpa11aP arrr6P = 1:,,,0, (Vol.); S joins with 
preceding.-1,',11] S = 1•S;11; 6 om.-,1,•J•] Read 1':,,n, (so Oort,Gr.). We. 
1~•~~ (so Val., Now., Oort (Em.), Oet., Hal., Marti). Ru. ~''?'..'.· --,-Sv] Gr. 
·:i-l:>31),-6. mui] 6 takes as obj, of an inserted lif/crall'Tes, which GAS. accepts 
as b·elonging to original text.-',:i1•] 6 d1rf/PE"(,cav = 1',,:i1• (so S~ and 
Arabic; so also We., Loft., Now., Oet., Marti).-nnm] 6.55 pl.-:i,, 1',ll] 
6 T~ fJa.cr,"l\ei: 'la.pdµ.; l:T regi ultori; • A., e. GIKO.sCJl"TI; l:. V7ropµ.axou11T1. 
For other readings see on 513.-:iirv:i] 6 lP li6µ.aT1 = mo:i (Vol.); '.Er con
strues as subj. Gr. r,~r;'s• Gu. and Marti, r,~:i. Hal. n1r~7• Mich. nJ!f~• 
-mi))t:1] We, iJfV,12 (so Val., Now., Marti). Oort (Em.), 1oipo.-7. no,i] 
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" 6 d:irlpp•'i'~11 = rro-. l v01.J; 'B" transirt ftcit: .$ ~=no-. (Seb.); some 
codd. of de R. n1;;l (so Oet.). Cornelius a Lapide, ,-,ll-,,, Cappellus, nc-.J.-
11"1!::,rv] Hal. '!li7?. Che. (EB. II. 2125, note), IU'J~l;J.-'!ip:i] 6 ws q,p(rya.11011, 
so ,$. Gr. '1~~-2- We . .Jip:i. Che. (toe. cit.), o~. as corrupt <littog. of pre
ceding rv,pc ·cv.s.).-o,c 'lD Sv] Che. (loc. cit.), 0'"1DN )\N.1.-8. l'\Kt:in] 
6tl: = pl.; so some codd. of de R. We. om. ·n )lN as gloss (so Ru., Now., 
Marti), while Che. ( CB.) om. S11-.rv• nNt:in. Gr. suggests that n•.J has been lost 
from before pN, because of likeness to mc.-1J•':>v] ,5t[; have suff. in 3d p. 

:X. 1. A luxun'ant vine is Israel] i.e. a vine running luxuri
antly, sending out shoots, a fruitful vine, prosperous.* With this 
may be compared the view t that makes Israel a pillaged vine, i.e. 
stripped of its fruit, which, however, after the robbing will lay up 
fruit for itself; and the very common view t which renders i'i'~ 
empty, £.e. one which pours out into leaves, but has no fruit. 
This statement is an extension of 910· 16 ; cf. the vine r,r,-ic,, Ez. 1 76• 

Halevy makes i't'~ predicate with the meaning lay waste, destroy 
(cf. Is. 241 Na. 22)= Israel lays waste tke vine wkick kas fur
nisked Mm its fruit; but this is not supported by the history of 
interpretation, nor by analogy (v.s.).-He multtplt'esfrut'lfor kim
seif] The thought here is obscure. The following have been 
suggested : ( 1) Wkick yields fruit for itse{f, referring to the vine ; § 
( 2) Wko yields fruit for kimseif, referring to Israel ; II (3) He 
putteth forth kis fruit; 1111" (4) And tke fruit is like kim ;** (5) 
Her (tke vine's) fruit floun·sking (so 8 using perhaps ,',i: or 
r,',ID"; cf. Zc. f Jb. 21 28 Ps. 7312 1226 Ez. 16.u.) But none of 
these gives an adequate sense. Perhaps the rendering given 
above tt (reading flt'~\:."), which furnishes an idea corresponding to 
i'i':l of the preceding line, may be adopted. G. A. Smith (using 
:iii: or mt') renders, " he lavishes his fruit," while Gardner's read
ing gives just the opposite, "an evil fruit is his." - In propqrfion 
to Ike t'ncrease of kis fruit kc multiplied altars; i"n proportion to 
tke prospcn·ty of kis land, kc made beaunful tke pillars] i.e. the 
more fruit, the more altars did he build; the more prosperous the 
land, the more beautiful were the pillars ( or statues) which he 

• QlilJ', Theod., Bauer, Ma., Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Schm., Or., Che., GAS., BDB., 
Now. t Cal. t m:, AE., Schmidt, Os., Ros., Pu., Sharpe. 

§ Ma., Hi., Ke., Or., RV. ,i Hd. tt OeL 
0 Ew,, Pu. ff lJ', Micb. 



344 HOSEA 

erected.* This points to a recognition by the prophet of the 
influence exerted on Israel by the agricultural life which Israel 
had come to adopt, for with this life there came the influence of 
the Baal-cult. On the pillars, or ma~~ebahs, v. on i. - 2. Their 
heart is fizlse J Was their heart " divided," resting now on Baal, 
and now on Yahweh? t Or was it not rather "slippery, false, 
deceitful" t (v.s. for text), since Hosea particularly inveighed 
against a certain kind of Yahweh-worship? Cf. the use of the 
word with reference to tongue, lip, mouth, throat, and speech 
(Ps. 59 128 5521 Pr. 53 and in Ez. 1224, where in parallelism 
stands i'',M !:lt:11,~ •• • kW!' 1,1n).-Now must they bear punishment 
for it§] Other renderings are: be guilty, II deserve punish
ment,,r suffer,** be punished. tt Ruben's hostile tribes (v.s.) 
seem to be the offspring of a fertile imagination. Now is logical 
= consequently. - (But) he will break the neck of their altars; he 
will ruin their pillars] " Breaking the neck " is a strong figure in 
this connection. It is unnecessary to suppose there is any refer
ence to the striking off of horns ( Am. J1') ; H the word used 
elsewhere only of animals is here used metaphorically. The par
allelism of order between these lines and the first of the strophe 
is to be noted. This representation of punishment is in contrast 
with the picture of prosperity just presented. - 3. For soon 
they will say: we have no king] This confession is clearly incon
sistent with the context and dates from a later period, probably 
the exile. The inconsistencies of vs.8 &nd 4, as pointed out by 
Nowack and Marti,§§ are: (r) they furnish an entirely different 
explanation for the coming judgment, as compared with vs.6 1o 8 ; 

(2) the lack of fear of Yahweh is not a true charge against the 
Israel of Hosea's time; (3) :,ni, in v.2 refers to the present or 
immediate future, but in v.3 to a more remote future; (4) they 
break the connection of thought between vs.2 • nd 5, which are both 
concerned with the destruction of Israel's high places. If from 
the exile, the phrase we have no king means what it says; if from 

• So Ew., Ke., Or., et al. 'lT Bauer. 
t Mich., Bauer, Hi., Hd., Pu., Or., RV. ff Ew. 
! We., Val., Now., GAS., Marti. tt Hd. 
§ Hi., Sim., Ke .. We., Gu., GAS., Now. tt We., Che., Marti. 
n Cal §§ Rei. 168 and DodekaprlJjluton, so also Ru.; but cf. Now.1 
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an earlier period, it means, we have no king worthy of the name 
or from whom help can come, i.e. an expression of despair.* Cf. 
(I) the view which places the sermon in the interregnum follow
ing the death of Jeroboam II.; t (2) the view that makes the 
basis of this statement, the fact that all of Israel's kings were 
established in opposition to Yahweh; t and (3) the view that 
makes the statement interrogative, Have we not a king 7 i.e. the 
king of Egypt. §-For Yahweh we have not feared] This is the 
evident point of inconsistency with the context. No Israelite of 
Hosea's time could have acknowledged that he did not fear 
Yahweh; as a matter of fact he was engaged most assiduously in 
a worship every part of which pointed in this direction. The 
expression is not one of Hosea's time, but comes from that later 
age when rightly it might have been uttered. -And the king, 
what could he do for us?] For :itVL', cf. Ee. 2 2• If 3" means, we 
have no king, this means, if we had a king, what could he do; if 30 

means, we have no king worthy of the name, ab means, what can 
the king we have do for us? In either case the answer is nothing. 
-4. Speaking words, swean·ng false oaths, making bargains] 
With "'\~"! the infinitive absolute (v.s.; cf. 42 ; @ = "'\~"1) we have 
speaking words, i.e. mere words, words from the lips (Is. 365 5813) 

in which there is no truth,- falsehoods (Is. 2921). On swean·ng 
false oaths,11 cf. 42 ; on making bargains, i.e. making covenants, 
cf. 513 711 ; not in the ordinary affairs of life; 1 nor with the 
sanction of idols ; ** but rather with the great powers, Assyria 
( or Babylon) and Egypt ; tt cf. 106 1 21. - And law spn·ngs 
forth like weeds in the furrows of the field] We expect here 
the punishment which is to be inflicted for the conduct de
scribed in the preceding clause ; but, as Nowack has pointed 
out, H ( 1) !OEltV~ does not mean judgment in the sense of in
fliction, execution, but n'ght ( cf. 511, also Am. 57· 15· 24 612), an 
indefinite term without special application; ( 2) the comparison 
lt'K"'\~ is hardly clear or satisfactory; (3) while on the furrows 
of the field fits in well in 1212, it is here awkward, being sep-

• Mau., Ew., Hd., Sim., Or. § Dathe; cf. Schmidt. 
t Micb., et al. II See Coffin, ::fBL., rgoo, p. Ir::tJ. 
t Hi., Pu., Ke., Che., et al. ,r Pu. 
ff RPS, ttMau,,Hd,,Ke.,Che., Or.,Schm,; Val.ZAW.XIII.247. U Cf.Ke. 
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arated from iv1:ti, to which it belongs. Perhaps this is a con
tinuation of the preceding picture of wickedness, and in this 
case ( 1) law may be used in the sense of lawsult; • or ( 2) law 
may be used ironically in the sense of legal injustice, t cf. Am. 612 ; 

or (3), after all,punishment, which shall be as bitter (cf. Dt. 2918 

La. 319 J e. 915), and as plenteous as 'DK.,, t Cf. <!i's interpre
tation= grass. It has been suggested by Nowack that either 
another word be substituted for !OEl!t'b, which shall mean " evil," 
or that t,1:ti', i::,!!);, be read after Am. 612 ( cf. Ho. 42), i.e. and 
judgment they turn to poppy,· but (3) above seems satisfactory. 
Cheyne suggests that this judgment began with the man who was 
foremost in those illegitimate covenants- the prophet's royal name
sake, Hoshea (2 K. q 4). lt'Ki has been rendered bitterness,§ 
poppy, II weeds,1 poison, or wormwood,** hemlock,- tt and !O!illt'b 

has been emended (v.s.) to murder or backsliding, H falsehood, 
like thistles,§§ destruction, II II- 5. For the calf of Beth-aven the 
inhabitants of Samaria shall tremble J We come back now to the 
original utterance, and to the beginning of the second 8-line 
strophe. The occasion of the approaching punishment is here 
stated to be the worship of the calf ( cf. the different representa
tion in v.4"). The connection with v.20 is very close. While now 
Israel identifies the calf-image with Yahweh, the prophet sees no 
relationship between them. There are no words too scornful for 
him to use of the calf. Calf ( cf. <!i) is to be preferred to calves, 
because of the singular suffix in i'bl.! and ,•,b::, and because prob
ably only one image was set up in each place. For explana
tions of this feminine plural, see p. 348. Beth-aven is probably 
ironical and contemptuous for l;,1:t n•:::i, cf. 4is Am. i 4,11 On 
J:llt', v.i. Cheyne's bemoan instead of tremble for is interesting in 
view of the parallelism. For other readings, v.s.-Yea, his peopk 
shall mourn for him J The perfect, if retained, is prophetic ; 
perhaps the imperfect should be read (v.s.). -And his priestlings 
shall writhe for him J ,i,,M" for i',•)•, v.s. The word ib::, is used 
only of idol-priests; cf. 2 K. 2J5 Zp. 1 4• In Syriac and Aramaic 

•GAS. 
tKe. 
t Ew., Hd., Che. 
p:r. 

II Thes., Hd., Che. 
,i Ew., Or., GAS. 
ffKi. 
ttAV. 

tt Oet. 
H Ru. 
!Ill Hal. •'II KO, Sti/. 29'1 f. 
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it is used of priests in general without discrimination between 
those of the true God and those serving idols. It is perhaps to 
be connected with the Assyr. kamdru, to lay prostrate, the priest 
being one who prostrated himse!f.* It is evidently used here as a 
term of contempt. The interpretation rejoice is impossible. - On 
account of his glory, that it is banished from him] Cf. I S. 42'.!. 
This is an insertion from a later hand, as is evident from the fact 
that the suffix cannot possibly go back to C,)i,, although this is 
intended, and the connection with what follows is impossible.t 
- 6. Yea, this they will carry to Assyn·a] The emphatic word 
this (iniK) refers to the image.-As a present to king Jareb] 
Probably a gloss based on 513, v.s. It was not uncommon to carry 
presents of gold and silver from the temple to a foreign king ; 
cf. 2 K. 1218 168 18m.-Ephraim shall take disgrace, and Israel 
shall be ashamed because of his counsel] The reading i~~~~ = 
because ef his idol (v.s.) is good, but not necessary. Shame and 
reproach will rest upon Israel for the counsel which has been 
adopted as the basis of the national policy.-8a. The high 
places of Aven shall be destroyed, the sin of Israel] This arrange
ment of the verses prevents the interruption of the thought, and 
preserves the climax. Perhaps the reading, the high places ef 
Israel shall be destroyed, both JiK and nt<~n being taken as glosses 
( v.s.), is better. - Thorn and thistle shall come up on their altars] 
Cf. 96• - 7. As for Samaria, her king is cut off] This is better 
than to put king with the following clauses. t The perfect is pro
phetic; cf. 88• No particular king is intended; nor is the refer
ence to an idol-god.§ - Like a chip on the face of the waters] i.e. 
tossed about, without ability to move in a definite path. ~:!:i' 
means chip, II rather than foam. 'if - 8 b. And they shall say to the 
mountains cover us,· and to the hills, fall on us] This petition 
goes up in order that they may not fall into the power of their 
enemies ( cf. Lk. 2 300 Rev. 616 916) • 

1. i'i'~] But for the context and the general usage in this figure (v.s.), it 
would be unjustifiable to adopt here a meaning found nowhere else; and 

*Cf.BDB.; DI.Hebr.Lang.,4off.; Che. !Wii.,We.,Gu.,Now.,GAS. 
t We., Now., Oet. § Hess. 
11 l!li.11, Ki., Theod., M,i., Hi., Ew., Hd., Pu., Ke., Or., Che., Now., Marti, 
'II ll'i!l:, l:., Rashi, Marek, Umb. 



HOSEA ·~ yet the Arabic ~=to be abundant (v. Lane), furnishes good ground for 
this interpretation. BSZ. treats this case as an intrans. of the same r,r,::i 
(found in Is. 241 and elsewhere, to empty) = to pour oneself out, to spread out. 
From this root Jabbok, the river, is probably named. -miv1] Cf. GAS. I. 286, 
note; Barth, ES. p. 66.-.;,J On the more ... the more, Ko. 37r o.-::i'i] 
Is inf. cstr. fol. by '7, indicating dative of advantage (cf. Dt. r6 z1 :f6, etc.); 
Ko. 286 d, 4021, 407 c; and not subst. in cstr, before a gen. with S, cf. 
Ew.8 295 a, - Jlia!] Inf. cstr. like ::i, (v.s.),-1;:i,r::,,nJ Pl., while ,,::i,n is sg.; 

Ko. 346 d.-2. r,~n] This is not the Pu'al (.SFl!r, Hi.) of r,Sn = ~• 
measure off; cf. Assyr. elflu,.fte!d, cf. Is. 3323 Zc. 141 (Jager, BAS. II. 296); 

nor Qal of r,Sn = ~. make smooth, lie (Ke., Wii., We., RVm.); but 
probably an adj. from latter, viz. p'-,n; cf. Pr. 58,-nr,yJ Lit., at the time, 

an acc. of nv; cf. 0jf, at the time: :ow. Here without 1, used of present 
or immediate future, a favorite construction of Hosea; cf. 416 57 gs.12.-,o!VN'] 
On ,,., GK. 63 e, On the dagh. in iv, GK. 13 c. On impf. of obligation, 
H. 22, 3 b; Dr. § 39. Dlt'N = to do a wrong (Ez. 2512); then to be guilty 
(cf. 416 1J1); then to be treated as guilty, to receive punishment (cf. 516 141). 

Here in this third sense. The word seems to be a favorite with Hosea.
'l1J1'] A denom. vb. from .,,,, neck; on the privative force of denom. vbs. 
( cf. Pi'el) GK. 52 h. The other cases, Ex. 1J13 3420 Dt. 214, 6 Is. 663, all 
refer to the breaking of the neck of an animal, e.g. calf, dog. - inn] Emph. 
- 3. nn)l •:,] The ordinary meaning, for then, does not fit here; it refers to an 
action in the future and= at that time= soon (v.s.).-4. 0 1,~,J Cogn. acc. 
= emph. -nl~NJ For ;;S~, the usual form of inf. abs.; here with n under 
influence of n,:,, cf. Is. 2213; GK. 75 n; Ko. 402 e. On this use of inf. abs., 
H. 28, 5 a; GK. 113.ff.-n"\Dl] Pf. with waw cons., continuing inf. abs., Ko. 
3670. -~Dtvtl] Cf. Sellin,Beitrage, II. 252; Sm.Rei. 389f.; Duhm,Theol, u4f. 
-lt'Hi] See on Am. 612.-•irv] Art. omitted, Ko. 293 a; cf. this form with 
n,111.-nSi;,] Read ~J)l (v.s.); the only case of the fem. used of the calf
idols in North Israel. The fem. pl. of .ilf[l!r (cf. the masc. suff. of the vs.) 
has been explained (1) as heifers for calves used contemptuously (Jer., Cal., 
Bauer, Pu.); (2) because the images were those of young animals in which 
sex was not prominent (Sim.); (3) because they were lifeless, man-made 
things, cf. GK. 122 u (Ki.); (4) as an expression of indefinite generality, the 
fem. being the proper form for the abstract (Ke.).-piv] Sg. with preceding 
predicate pl., Ko. 349/.-l'"lti:,J Suf. collective, Ko. 348v.-6. 1mNJ On 
acc. with pass. according to .ilf[l!r ( cf. Zc. 136), GK. 121 b; Ko. uo; as obj. 
of 7?" (6), its position is emphatic. -nJtv~] From t,:i with affix J short
ened from an; Ew.8 163f; cf. Barth, NB. 210 c; Ko. II. i. p. 185. Perhaps 
nw:i should be read (v.s.). -'1. no,i] Ptcp., perhaps to be read, ntl"\Jl; 
Kii. 349 p. This same word occurs also in 46 1c15• - n)So piov] The order 
of words is difficult unless with Ko. 349 p ( cf. 330 p) we suppose 1 to have 
dropped out before the labial tl and read (v.s.) Samaria and her kittg'; 
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cf. Ex. gro 3 Dt. 328b, etc. - 1S!l1] Masc. for fem., the obj. added being fem., 
Ko. 205 c. 

§ 14. Israel's history consists of sin, guilt ; the fruit of 
such seed is a sad harvest, desolation, destruction, and death, 
-even of the king. 109-

1
•. From the days of Gibeah, Israel has 

sinned : Ephraim is a heifer desiring to tread the corn, but I will 
spoil her beauty with a yoke upon her neck, and she shall be made 
to draw, to plough, and to harrow (9• 11). Sow in righteousness 
and reap in love ; break off evil habits ; there is still time to seek 
Yahweh and obtain his favor; (I exhort you thus) for hitherto you 
have sowed wickedness and reaped punishment ; you have made 
it your policy to lie, and to trust in chariots and warriors (12• 13"). 

But for this reason ruin is coming, tumult, the destruction of 
fortune; and in a morning your king shall be cut off (18 b. l4. 

16
). 

This piece consists of three strophes, each having seven Jines of the trime• 
ter movement. The strophic structure and measure prove conclusively that 
the piece is entirely distinct from 101-8, although treating of the same subject. 
For that matter, all of the chapters now treat of the same subject. Strophe l 

brings up out of the past "days of Gibeah," when Israel sinned; however 
beautiful and prosperous she may be, hard burdens are before her- burdens 
which will prove very heavy (vs.9· 1lo). Strophe 2 recites the fact that it is 
not too late to secure Yahweh's favor, if the right methods are followed, if 
old habits are broken off; but to this end an entire change of policy will be 
demanded in comparison with that of the past, in which deceit and faithless• 
ness to Yahweh have. been the principal elements (vs.12• 13 "). Strophe 3 
pictures the ruin which for this reason is coming quickly and surely- a ruin 
that will involve land, city, and king (vs.13 b, l4a. 16), In this arrangement, 
vs.10.10 are regarded as later additions (v.i.). 

9. 'll'll] Gr. ,r,,:, (so Marti, Rei. 168). -:iv:rn,J 6 o! f3ovvol = l'\1))::11:i; 
Sb 1~;?, -nNtan] ~l!I: take as 2d p. of vb; 63:T = 3d p. Gr. N~Q (so Oort 
(Em.)). Ru. QM!¥1~• Read nNtgr, (We., Now.).-1,0))] We. 1iJJ. Gr. -1,11,7?• 
Hal.1'1?1;'· Oet, ww. Gardner, 1'1~~--NS] Oort (Em.), NSJ.-tii•vn] Linder 
(SK. XXXIII. 747), 01,on. Gr. and Hal. m•:i>n. Gardner, m,tt:i.-:iv:u::i] 
Gr, :i))J1'. Oort (Em.) om. Marti om. ;ip::11.::, •• , nNtan as a gloss.-Sp] Read, 
with Gr., Ru., Now,, ,l:,p. Gardner, SN, -:ii,v •JJ Sv] Transfer to follow ,,op 
(so Ru., Now.). Ru. inserts after this phrase, S!! r,,::i::i ,.;P. m•~:i(cf. I K. 1229). 

Dathe joins to v.10 ( so Oort, Oet.). -10. ll'1DN1 •n1N:J J 6 w-a,8EiiO'a.L a.in-oils, 
omitting 'N::I and joining 'Ml= O").D! (Vol.) to v.9• (!SN and some codd. render 

'N::i by l)M• = ,nNJ; ,$ ~1 h;J ~~ = 0"),~~N1 '1'1'1))1::i; probably,$ should 
be corrected to ~~ = ,n,::i)1::i (Seb.; so also Gr., Ru., Now.). Oort 
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(Em.), ",Ci~~1 ~'1~~~! •i:,Nef (so Marti; Dathe and Oet. also read •mt:1). Hal 
O').~!;'~ ·J. Read 019~!$ •i;ii7~.J (so Gr., N'Jw.).-0"10NJ] 6 iv T'I' ,ra,ae6e<T01u 
aU"Tovs = C"1~'J; cf, Ps. 1321, in\JV, (Vol.); .$ ~?;~? ~ = o,e1:,J (Seb.; 
so also Oet.). Oort om. as dittog. We. o·w:7 (so Oort (Em.)). Hal. O;[?~~ 
( = o+~~~~). - Cnl'JI •ni,',] Q•rt, oi;i:i,v., ·, (so also Scholz, Gr., Gu., Now., Oet., 
et al.); so 8. Hal 'JI iN~:• Oort, oi;,\J,f•. BSZ. e;1J'JI ·, (cf. QI:). Marti 
om. ·))', ·eNJ,-ll. 0'"11lN1] 8 om.1 (so also Now.).-:i,o,o] Om. as a gloss 
(so We., Now.). Hal. ·',o N~.-1:11,,] 8 veiKos = )', (Vol.).-•n,JJI] Hal. 
'l;l"\.\!J1 (cf. 1 K. 621). Ru. om. as dittog. from v.1° (.$). Marti, 'l! ',j, 'l::~l'~, 
-:rn::i] $ om.-J•JiN] Insert :ini,1 before ·iN. Oort (ThT.) and Val. 
:i:i•:iiN1; but, in Em., :i;,,!!, Ru. substitutes ·iN for preceding 'JJI, and inserts 
;~ ~-its obj.-o,ioN] Ru. om.-1:11"1n•] 8 ,ra;pa.,r,w,rfi,rop.a;, = lt'•"1nN; 'A., 
e. d.).of/,re,; .$ -,.;.,.JQ = lt'li•(?) (Seb.).-:i,1:i•] Read, with Now., SNilt'•. 
_,,v,J Ii l,,,,.x6,re1 = iilt'• (Vol.); .$ 1~.-1,] .$ om. Gr. ,,.-
12. :ip,lS] .$ renders as an accusative. - ,en 'D'] 6 els Ka.p1rov fwijs = ,,Di, 
0"n. Read ,en ,.,D,,-,,i oJ, wi] 6 <f,wTl<TaTE ia.vToi's <f,ws; so.$; Fin
novate vobis novale.-nJ11] 6 "Y•w,rews = ni,, (so also Oort, ThT. and Em.; 
Val., Oet.). Ru. ,h~) (cf. Dt. 921).-tui-,,,] 6 fr!:TJT'l/<Ta.TE. Ru. ilil·r!•-,JI] 
Gr.,,;,.-:,-,,,,] Read, with 8, "Y•vfiµa,Ta, ,.,D (so also Oort, We., Val., Now.). 
'F qui docebit; similarly, .$t!J;. Ru. ,'1!'1 (cf. Jo. 228).-p,1] .$ = ii'l~ (so 
also Ru.).-cJ',] 6 fJµiv. Oort, no', (cf. 6), joining it to v.18.-13. on11>in] 
8 rva rl ,ra;pe<T,w,r-lJ<Tare = 'lJl :ir.iS, perhaps dittog. from oJ,,-:in1n)I] .$ con
nects with preceding.-cnS.:iN] Ru. cq'?.;,ti1,-1J"1iJ] 6 iv Tots aµa;pTf/µa;
ulv ,rov, a corruption of lJ.pµa<T, = :p.:iiJ, which occurs in 6AQ; so read with 
Ma., Dathe, Eich., Ew., Duhm ( Theo/. 130), Houtsma, We., Or., Che,, Gr., Ru., 
Loft., Gu., GAS., Volz, Now., Oort (Em,), Oet., HaJ.-1,,1.:i;J 6 l3vva.µewr 
,rov = :,n,1JJ (Vol.); so .$.-14, 1•0;,] 6.$'F, sg. We. ':J':J{~ (so Gr., Ru., 
Oet., Che. (CB.), Hal.; cf. Marti). Oort (Em.), 1r.iv.:i.-i1111•] 6 olxf/<Te• 
Tat= ,,It', (Vol.). We. rnq1, (so Oet., Marti). -ill'J] 6 wr l1pxw11 = -,iu,; 
'A. wr 1rpovoµ.fi; ~. Ka8ws ?)<f,a.vl<T6'11,-10S11>] 6 ~a;7,.a;µ&.,.; 'A. d.,r'TJpT<<Tµtll1]; 

~ p 

'.ET Salmana; .$ ~; Syr.-Hex. = JIJOSi. Che. (Exp., Nov., '97, p. 364, 
and art. "Beth Arbel," EB.), 01\•1£. N. Herz (AJSL. XIV. 207f.), c~l!-
~NJiN n,:i] 6 tK Toil o(Kov 'Iepo{Joa.µ = OJI.Ji• n•J (so also Che. loc. cit.",: cf. 

Gr. ·,, ·:n;i); .$ '-..1 ~ ~; F a domo ejus qui vindicavit Baal; 
ffA 'Iepo{Ja;a.).; • A. TOV o(KOV TOV a1Kd.5onos; ~- iv T'I' Ofo!) TOV. Ap{Jef/).; e. iv/
apov; t1I:: "11i'?:;i. N. Herz, ~!'.'Jl~ltc n•Jo, reference being made to Ju., chaps. 17, 
18.-01,J 6 pl.-:ilt'l::l"1] 6 '1/Mq,,,rav = 11Ui,1"\ (Vol.); soi\.-15. :i!VJI] Read, 
with 8, ,rot'l/<Tw, :,~~~ (so also We., Gr., Ru:, Now., Oort (Em.), Oet., Marti); 
.$ = 11:'~- Hal. :,if,~:.• - SNn,::,J Read, with 6, olKos Toil 'l<Tpa.?j)., ,N,11" n•.:i (so 
also Oort ( Th.T. and Em.), We., Gr., Gu., Ru., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti).
riJ1i] Oort ( Th.T. and Em.) and Gr. om. as dittog.; so 6AQ.-o,nJ1'l] 
81:il!t pl. Hal. 02'1?.'J!.12 or 0?.I:!!!• - in11>J] Some codd. of Kenn. and de R. 
TJ (so also Oort, Gr.); so s~~e- codd. of 6, wr f,pOpor. Oort (Em.), n"1JIIV.l 
(cf. We., Now.2, Marti). Ru. ,i::i~ m;~--'l :ioiJ] 6 d.,repl<f,wa• d.,repl<f,71 



~ IID'U ,0,i; cf. ro7 (Vol.); (?il.$lJ' connect last clause of v,16 with u 1• 

'A. Ka.n,nwriJ6'1/, Ru. n~lll CJJ~-

9. From the days of Gibeah is Israel's sin] i.e. the sin (Z'1K!;Pl'.'.I 
for l'1Kf?i, because the address is not continued*) of Israel is 
something which goes back to earliest times. But what is meant 
by the days ofGibeah,from which (not more than in which,t nor 
as in which = •~•:i, t Israel now sins) this sin dates? Three 
answers have been given : ( 1) The episode of the Benjamites at 
Gibeah (Ju. 1922) ; § but since there Israel (the eleven tribes) 
was taking vengeance on one tribe (Benjamin) for an infamous 
act, and here Israel is represented as committing sin, the allusion 
is inappropriate II ( cf., however, Cheyne's statement: "True, Is
rael as a people took summary vengeance on the Benjamites for 
the outrage of Gibeah; but the seed of wickedness remained, 
and developed into evil practices worthy only of the Gibeah of 
old"). (2) The beginning of the kingdom under Saul which 
occurred in Gibeah 1 ( cf. 1 J1°· 11), which ( according to Wellhau
sen) Hosea seems to regard as a sin perhaps second only to the 
cult ; but does Hosea as a matter of fact oppose the kingdom as 
such? Is it not rather the schism? (3) The idolatry of Micah 
(Ju. 173 ff·), which marked the beginning, according to tradition, 
of that which has now spread so far and wide.** -At that time 
there stood against me the sons of unrighteousness] This rendering 
involves the reading of •',i, for ',i,, and the transfer of :,',ii, •~:i •',i, 
from the end of the verse to follow ,,~i,, tt a change which permits 
the passage to give a sensible meaning, and relieves two lines, one 
of which is too short, the other too long. Qt:, is here temporal H 
rather than local; cf. 2 K. 1500 Ps. 145• The sons of unrighteous
ness are either the Benjamites (v.s.), the Israelites as a whole in 
the case of the selection of Saul, or those associated with Micah. 
Wellhausen's suggestion, iiJ:i, is unnecessary. Other interpreta
tions of ,,~i, are: "stood still," as if Ephraim had acted traitor
ously (cf. the great defeat of the eleven tribes, Ju. 2019-25); §§ "have 

•We., Now. 
t AE., Bauer, Ros., Sim. 
II Now. 
ff Jer. tt Ru., Now. 

t Ma., Gr., Meier (SK. XV. 1030). 
§ Mich., Mau., Hd., Pu., Ke., Or., GAS., etal. 
"ii m:,Sharpe, We., Now.; Sm. Rei. 219. 

tt Hi., Sim. §§ Mich. 
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remained (i.e. sinful), should there not overtake them in Gibeah a 
war against the sons of wrong?" • "stood firm against the sons 
of wrong," in contrast with present attitude ; t "there they stand 
(now) defiant like the old Benjamites." t For interpretations 
involving textual change, v.s.-Shall not war overtake them even 
in Gibeah 7] Interpreters (e.g. Ruben) have been greatly perplexed 
to find any meaning for this line. The removal to the preceding 
line of :,',111 •~:i •',i, seems to relieve somewhat the difficulty.§ 
This difficulty is seen, e.g., in G. A. Smith's rendering, "there 
have they remained, and this without war overtaking them in 
Gibeah against the dastards;" also Cheyne's, "there they stood 
that the war against the sons of unrighteousness might not over
take them at Gibeah," - both utterly unintelligible, even with 
the authors' additional remarks. The sense of the rendering 
adopted above is easy and natural. Inasmuch as they have 
sinned, beginning at Gibeah, war shall overtake them, reaching 
down even to Gibeah; i.e. a war which, coming from the north, 
shall cover the whole land, and reach even to the southernmost 
limit, Gibeah; II for Gibeah was most probably situated about four 
miles north of Jerusalem, where the TeU-el-Fu! now stands,1 -
10. In my wrath I wilt chastise them] A reading based on ~ 
( v.s .). Other interpretations are : ( 1) ~K " against the children 
of unrighteousness I have come ( = 'l'.'!Kf) to chastise them;"** 
( 2) most common, "in my desire," "at my will," "when I de
sire," cf. Is. 1u Ez. 518 1642.tt-And peoples shall be gathered 
against them] It is this sentence, together with the strophic 
structure, that makes the authenticity of the verse suspicious. 
The indefinite "peoples" marks a later date, it being the invaria
ble custom of the prophets down to Ezekiel to name distinctly 
the hostile country intended. Hosea always indicates Egypt or 
Assyria. U Giesebrecht (Beitriige zur Jesaia-Kn'tik), in support 

* Marek, Ew., Umb., Hd., GAS. t Sim., Pu. t Or. 
§ Perhaps Hal. has come still nearer to the true solution in his rendering: "there 

they said {1"'1~1<): the war against the sons of iniquity shall not reach us (1J~) as 
(it has reached) Gibeah (:iy:ii,)." Worthy of note also is Oort's suggestion (based 
on Iii!): "Against the sons of iniquity (connecting these words with v.1D), I come 
('111<:J) and I will chastise them." II Ru., We., Now. 

,r Cf. Robinson, Bib. Ru. I. 577 ff.; Stenning in DB. ; Now. ff Cf. Oort. 
tt lJ, Ki., Rashi, Cal., Bauer, Or., Che., Reuss, GAS., RV. t! Cf. Now. in toe, 



X. 9-II 353 

of Hosea's authorship, cites Is. 89 297 Mi. 411 ft. Je. 31n. But 
Mi. 411 lf. is late (v. in loc.), and Je. J1H- is suspicious (v. Duhm in 
loc.), while in Is. 89 291 C'~t' probably refers to the various people5 
constituting Assyria's armies (cf. Stade, ZA W. IV. 260). Some 
read ( v.s.), And I will gather, etc. - To chastise them for their 
double sin] Reading ci:i~i~ '1"1lti, C1~:.~ (v.s.), following@ and .S.* 
Both words of :f.ljlm; have been in doubt, and interpretations have 
varied according to the reading of the text ; e.g. ( r) " When 
they have bound themselves (.,CN) in two furrows" (:,;ii,; cf. :,;i,~, 
1 S. 1414 Ps. r298),t a reference to ploughing; i.e. however Israel 
might join together and thus strengthen themselves, Yahweh could 
easily gather people and destroy them; ( 2) when I give them 
over to captivity (-,cN) because of their two sins; t (3) when I 
chastise them, etc. ; § ( 4) when I chastise them before both their 
eyes (using the k0th1:bh), i.e. openly, in the sight of the heathen, II 
but r,i;~~ means" fountains," not" eyes" (cf. Ewald, who assumes 
a Syriac plural, rii?P, and Schultens, Animadversiones phi/. (v. 
Wiinsche), who read~ ad potationes ('MW)fontium eorum); (5) when 
they are bound to their two transgressions. 1 What now are the 
two sins? The idolatry of Micah and Jeroboam?** The calves 
of Dan and Bethel? tt Apostasy from Yahweh and acceptance of 
idols? j t Rather, the cult and, not the desertion of David's house 
(35), §§ but (with Nowack) the establishment of the kingdom.-
11. Ephraim, t'ndeed, is a heifer loving to thresh J :,-,~1,~, well 
trained, is a gloss, for it is inappropriate beside •r,~:,N 1111 ( cf. Ha
levy, who inserts N, = untrained, cf. Je. 31 18). Israel, in her past 
history, is compared to a young heifer to whom is assigned the 
easy task of walking round and round the threshing-floor, an 
occupation that carries with it the privilege of eating freely, for no 
muzzle was allowed (Dt. 254). This pleasing and delightful work 
she is still doing; cf. again Halevy, who (following the hint given 
in @, l'ftKoi) interprets IV~"T as in Hb. J12, strike with the foot, :".e. 

•Cf. Ew. 
t i!!'., AE., Ki., Cal., Sim., Pu., AV., BSZ.; cf. Mich. ("ploughshares"). 
t Dathe, Bauer, Hi., Umb., Hd. § Che. 
II Here again Hal. interestingly suggests (v.s.), "in their being chastised they 

will expiate their sins." 
'II Or., RV. tt Dathe, Hi., Marti. §9 Hes., Ke., Wii., Che . 
.. Jer. !! Theod. 1111 We., Now. 

2A 
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to hurt or injure. -And even I myse(/ have spared the /Jtaury d/ 
her neck] Upon the rendering of ~1' turns the decision between 
this translation and a second having almost the opposite meaning, 
viz. "but I have come on her fair neck,"* or "but I will come," 
etc.,t or "I will pass on beside her fair neck," t as a driver 
beside his ox. § The rendering given II is to be preferred because 
( r) it continues the thought of the preceding member, and thus 
divides the strophe more satisfactorily as between the description 
of Israel's past and her future ; ( 2) the real transition is marked 
by the :,r,vi, to be supplied (for various reasons) in the following 
line; ( 3) this usage of "1::1' to pass by is fully justified by its 
occurrence in Mi. 718 Pr. r911, cf. Am. 78 82, although commonly 
in this sense '? follows with the person; (4) "it adds a beautiful 
distinctness to the figure, for the heavy yokes used in the East 
not only gall the necks of the animals, but often produce deep 
wounds" (Cheyne); (5) the rendering "come over on," or "pass 
over",r (cf. r S. 144 (',v) 141 Ju. u 32 r2 3 (':IN)) utterly fails to 
fit the connection; while (6) •:iNi, although possibly adversative, 
is more appropriately emphatic = and even I myself. - But now 
I will make Ephraim draw J This is to be the fate of Israel, viz. 
captivity, in which heavy labor will take the place of the easy 
life hitherto enjoyed. ::::-, in Hiph. =" cause to ride," or" give a 
rider to,"** but from the context (i.e. l:'1-,M", iit,"), the secondary 
meaning" draw" or" yoke to" (a plough or cart) is required; tt 
no analogy for this occurs; cf., on the other hand, Halevy, "J'ai 
place haut" = "J'ai fait monter sur mes bras" ( cf. 113). - Israel 
must plough, Jacob must harrow for himse(f] Another kind of 
work, that which precedes threshing, is now assigned to Israel, 
viz. the rougher work of ploughing and reaping. Israel (not 
Judah as in :P\l!r) must be intended, H for there is nowhere in 

• GAS.; and, essentially, Cal., Ma., Ew., Umb., Pu., Wu. 
t We., Now. t Hd. 
§ Hal., citing I K. 621, renders," J'ai pourtant bien doucement mis la cha!ne i 

son cou," and contrasts, with this loving and lenient treatment of Israel, Yahweh's 
more severe attitude towards Judah, whose citizens as slaves will be compelled to 
hard labor. II BSZ., Che. ~ So Now. 

ff Ew., Umb., Pu. tt Mich., Ma., Sim., Ke., Or., Che., GAS., Now., BSZ. 
!t Now.; Seesemann, 20f.; cf. Oort and Val., who regard :,11:,, as originally a 

marginal note. 
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the passage even the most remote reference to Judah. This line, 
with "Israel" instead of "Judah," is original ( cf. Marti,• who 
suggests that ~.,,.,, and ::1•::iiit should be omitted as a gloss), since 
( 1) its thought is necessary to complete the picture of Israel's 
change of occupation, and (2) the line is needed to complete 
the strophe. No good reason exists for reading •I;, t instead of ,,. 
-12. Sow for yourselves nghteousness; nap the fruit of love,· 
break up your fallow ground] Here are given three successive 
commands, each independent of the others, and all three making 
up the total of the activity which in the prophet's thought is 
demanded of Israel. t The second is not to be taken as the 
consequence of the first; the three are necessary, as the prepara
tory steps toward seeking Yahweh. The figure thus employed to 
express the desired kind of life is taken from the field of hus
bandry (cf. 87), with which Israel for so long a time had been 
familiar: (1) Sow for.yourselves nghteousness, a rendering which 
makes 7 = the accusative,§ instead of according to or in, II i.e. act 
righteously, let your deeds be righteous, direct your lives in such 
manner as that the result will be a proper sense of justice towards 
your fellows. (2) Reap the fruit of love, a rendering which reads 
,.,El, (with ei) ,r for 'El' in proportion to,** i.e. let your lives be 
filled with the spirit of love, let the outcome of your activity be 
characterized by love; icn here = not love of God for man, but 
love of man for fellow-man,tt and with it, love of man for God; 
perhaps piety expresses the idea as well as any other English 
word; cf. Ho. 41 64• 8• With this interpretation compare that 
which binds together the two imperatives, ,!J.,T and ,~i', giving 
them the conditional force if you will sow • • • you shall nap, t t 
a construction in itself entirely legitimate, but not adapted to the 
context§§ because of the absence of 1 and the presence of the 
third imperative, ,,,,. (3) Break up your fallow ground] Cf. 
Je. 43 Vergil, Georg. 1. 71. The third and most significant of the 

• Rei. u9. t Gr. 
t Volz, 33f., questions authenticity of vs,lll, 13a; Marti om. v,lll as a gloss based 

on Je. 48, and also 130. 14ci/3, 

§ !6, We., Now., GAS. 
II AV., RV., Che., and many others. 
'II Gr., GAS. ff Che, 

tt Hi., Ke. ; cf. Wll., p. 463, 
tt Ros,, Mau., GAS., tt al, 
HWU. 
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prophet's injunctions ; before sowing the seed prepare the ground 
which has hitherto been neglected, and in consequence has be
come full of weeds and thorns, i.e. plough virgin soil ; in other 
words, no result may be expected unless the old habits are changed 
and new character formed.-Since there is time to seek Yahweh] 
i.e. there remains sufficient time; * not it is high time to seek. t 
- To tke end that the fruit of righteousness may come to you] 
In favor of this rendering t and the text which underlies it are : 
(1)@ (v.s.); (2)the recurring phrases "fruit of righteousness" 
(v.12);" fruit of lies" (v.1~; (3) the usage of ,u to express purpose 
(cf. Jb. 146 Is. 2214); (4) the impropriety of the idea of teaching 
(:Plil :iii•) in this connection. The two most common renderings 
(upon basis of :,·w) are till he come and rain ngkteousness, § for 
which Is. 458 and Ps. 85n are cited as analogies; and till he come 
and teach you righteousness. H Righteousness here = salvation, 
tkliverance, as frequently in Is. 40-66 (cf. Is. 4612 5417 3218 333 

Dn. 92i.). "Righteousness is the divine principle of action, salvation 
the divine principle in action " (Cheyne). -13. Ye have ploughed 
wickedness; injustice ye have reaped] Here, as before, the terms 
used are not intended to designate consequence; sow, reap, and 
plough, reap, represent the ordinary activities, and these are, in 
effect, wickedness and injustice or disaster. This is in direct 
contrast with the demands set forth in vA- Ye have eaten the 
fruit of lies] The end of your present policy is already in sight, 
utter disappointment.-Because thou dost trust in thy chan·ots, 
in the multitude of thy mighty ones] Here begins a new strophe, 
as is seen from (1) the change of thought, for nrm!l '!:l must go 
with the following rather than with the preceding lines, since 
(a) the reason for the disappointment expressed in •m cn,-::,M has 
already been cited in Ye have ploughed, etc. ; (b) the , in CMpi 

is resumptive, pointing to an occasion or reason already given; 
(2) the change of form from second plural to second singular. 
Nowack's first objection (that the ground of the judgment in v.u is 
by this assigned to something which is not elsewhere emphasized 
in Hosea) is insufficient, for this is (a) only another way of saying 

* Hi., Che, t Ras., Ke,, WU., GAS., et al. t We., Now. 
§ AV., Ke., Che., GAS,, et al. U .5S~li, Dathe, Hi., Hd., Pu., Or. 
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that they no longer trust in Yahweh, and (b) exactly what Isaiah 
in his early sermons ( 2 5 If') emphasizes so strongly ; while his 
second objection (that the idea of arrogant self-trust is incon
sistent with the actual weakness and hesitation of the time implied 
in their throwing themselves into the arms, now of Assyria, now 
of Egypt) is contradicted by Isaiah's representation concerning 
Judah for the same period (cf. Is. 2 7). Cf. Wellhausen, who like
wise regards the lines as unauthentic. (3) The strophic &tructure, 
which with these lines makes a strophe of seven lines correspond
ing with the two preceding strophes. Volz* regards vs.12.1aa as a 
later insertion and v.11 as misplaced because (1) they interrupt the 
connection, breaking into the middle of a threat of punishment 
with a warning accompanied by a promise of deliverance to which 
no reference is made in the context; (2) the figure changes,
in v.U Judah-Jacob is the animal engaged in agriculture, in v.u 
it is the sower; (3) there are linguistic difficulties, e.g. :,i'i!'l, which 
occurs only here in Hosea, and i'i!'l denote a right state of heart, 
the common meaning in late literature, while in Amos and Isaiah 
they refer to external, forensic righteousness ; this usage of •ri', is 
paralleled in Pr. 128 2721 ; ,,~ ,.,,~ seems more original in Je. 43 

than here; lllt'"i (v.18) is a late word; (4) there are echoes of 63 in 
N1!:l' and :,-,,, and in :,,:,, r,i,i-r,N vii', (following @). In reply to 
these objections, Nowack urges ( r) that the original significance 
of vs. 9. 10 is too uncertain to make the connection of v .u with them 
certain, and ( 2) that the deeper significance of i''i::.C was doubtless 
known in early times. The reading, in thy chan'ots (v.s.) (i:=.::i~ 
for i::ii,::i) rather than in thy way t (=in thy policy) is based 
upon (1) @ (v.s.), Jerome, Syro-Hexaplar text; (2) the parallelism 
thy heroes; (3) Ho. 148 Is. 21 ; (4) the demands of the entire con
text. -14. Therefore the tumult (of war) shall arise among thy 
peoples] The::, with Cj, may mean against (Ps. 2,12 Jb. 168 Mi. 7~ t 
or in, among. § The tribes are understood as peoples ( cf. Dt. 3f 
Lv. 214·u Jo. 2 6); but cf. the suggested emendation (v.s.) in thy 

• Pp. 33 f.; cf. also Ru. who regards v.12 as having "no connection with its sur
roundings," and as being made up of two fragments, the first of which may,perhaps, 
be restored by adding ni;i~ '"lP cp7;,~1 after ,on 'Ii~. Ru. and Grimm, LiJ, App, 
72f., also reject v,12. t Ke., Wii., AV., RV., et al. 

l So Ke., Wii., et al, § Umb., Sim., We., Now., GAS., et al, 
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cities, which is hardly necessary. On tumult, cf. Am. 2' Is. 17u 
Je. 48'5 (sons of tumult= warriors). -And all thy fortresses shall 
be ruined] We cannot fail to note here another idea which Isaiah 
later develops (cf. 2 9). The heroes and the fortified cities in 
which Israel had put her trust shall be laid waste. -As Sha/man 
ruined Beth-arbel in the day of war J Both proper names have 
been the subject of many conjectures. Beth-arbel has been iden
tified (1) with the Assyrian Arbela on the Tigris,* but this was 
too far away to have produced so strong an impression on the 
Israelites; (2) with Arbela near Pella;t (3) with Arbela on the 
west of the Sea ofTiberias (cf. 1 Mace. 92 ; Jos. Ant. XII. II, I; 

XIII. 15, 4) ; t cf. the corresponding words in the versions 
(v.s.) ; (liA, rendering Jerubbaal, interprets the passage of Zal
munna (Ju. chaps. 7 and 8). § Shalman has been identified 
with (I) Shalmaneser IV., the name being abbreviated ( cf. 
Coniah for Jehoiachin, Je. 22~· 28 Ji) for the sake of rhythm, 
who became king 727 B.c. and besieged Samaria 724-722; II 
(2) Shalmaneser III., who made an expedition to Lebanon (the 
,.edar-country) in 775 B. c. and to Damascus in 773-772, when he 
may have invaded the country across the Jordan;~ (3) Salamanu, 
a Moabitish king, contemporaneous with Hosea, mentioned** by 
Tiglathpileser as paying tribute; tt (4) Zalmunna (v.s.); (5) the 
name of a North Arabian tribe who invaded the Negeb. ;t To be 
noted further are the following points: (a) the name occurs in 
Arabian poetry and on a Palmyrene inscription; (b) the refer
ence is evidently to some great city and well-known king; this 
would throw out the Moabitish Shalman and the Palestinian 
Arbela; (c) the entire clause is a later insertion because the 
most reasonable supposition is that the reference is to an Assyrian 
king; but Hosea elsewhere speaks of the Assyrian king as ,r,~ 
::,-, and the king here spoken of would seem to be Shalmaneser IV., 
who lived after Hosea's time; cf. Am. 62• Steiner takes ti'!:I l~r,!D 
',ao-ilt as a compound place-name, after the analogy of Abel beth-

• Eich., Ew. t Hi., Or., Che. 
:t Hd., Pu., Sehr., Ke., Now.; cf. Robinson, Bib. Res. II. 399. 
§ Also Syr.-Hex., Old Latin, F, Horsley, Geiger, New. 
)I Ros., Umb., Pu., Hd., Ke., We. tt COT., Hal,; cf. Ru. 
1 Or, ff II, R. (q, I, 6o. U Che. (CB.), 
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Maacah (2 S. 2our.) and Almon-beth-Diblathaim (Nu. 3346r). -
The mother being broken with the children] Cf. Gn. 3211 2 K. 812 

Ps. 1378• 9.-15. Thus shall I do to you, 0 house of Israel] 
This rendering adopts @'s :ilt'l1M for :,i.:,1,1, it being impossible to 
find for :,i.:,r, an appropriate subject; * also @'s l:,i,t-,lt" r,•~ for 
l:,i,cr,•~ (cf. 610 85).t Various subjects for :ilt'l1 have been given, e.g. 
Bethel, t Yahweh,§ Shalmaneser; II but none of these is satisfac
tory. The reading of @, f3TJO 'Iupa.TJA. instead of f3TJOTJ>.., has arisen 
according to some from the shortened l7JA. ; 'if according to others 
from the fact that the two are synonymous.*"' -Because of the 
evil of your evil] i.e. your great wickedness, the doubled form ex
pressing intensity. - In the dawn utterly undone shall be the king 
of Israel] The king is to be cut off either ( r) in the morning of 
his work, i.e. at the very beginning; tt or (2) in the morning 
dawn, when prosperity is once more to present itself; U ot 

(3) as suddenly as comes the dawn after a night of slumber ( cf. 
Ps. 905); §§ or (4) like the dawn ("1Mlt'::i), Is. 588 ; 1111 or (5) in 
the storm ("111~~).'J'ir The probability lies between (3) and (5). 

9. nv:m1J With art., cf. 'J.:i; Ko. 295 b.-mL.,v] = nS,v; for other cases of 
metathesis cf. .:l\;'2. for w~?; ri;,l'\ for r,~!:i r,L.ow for r,~7~·.-10. c-,0N1] If fllt~ 
is retained, on 1 cf. Ko. 415 s; on assimilation of ', GK. 71; on _ in pause, 
GK. 6o a. -o•.,llN] Circ. cl, Ephraim being a heifer, etc. - 11. -~~.:iriNJ For 
other examples of the old case-ending in ptcp., v. GK. 90 I; on •.,. before 
prep. L., Ko. 272 b; cf. 336w. --iiiv•J Very doubtful; only here and Is. 28U 
Jb. 3910 ; cf. H. W. Hogg, EB. 77; Vogelstein, Landwirtsch. in Pal. 36.-
12. -~S] On L, here and in ,.,lli,, GK. II7 n; Ko. 289,-.,,J •.• ,.,,l] Here 
and Je. 43 with cogn. acc.; the only other occurrence Pr. 1323.-iv1,,~] = geni
tive; cf.2K.528 Ps. 10214 Ec.32-.5; Ko.281p,4oob.-13. nnL.,;;] Chiastic, 
Ko. 339 /; on ri,, Ko. 287 b; GK. 90g. -14. CNi'i] On the full (and rare) 
writing of ll., GK. 9b, 72a, 23g.-,iv1•] Cf. Massoretic note; really a Qal 
pass. (GK. 53 u; Bottcher, 906; Barth, Festschrift z. Jubiiiium Hildesheimer, 
(1890) pp. 145 ff.), though commonly called Hoph.; only here and Is. 331• -

,:u,] Inf. with subj. and obj. -C•lJ L.,v ct-t] Circ. cl., GK. 156 c; cf. Ko. 402 k. 
S;, = together with, GK. II9 aa, note 3; cf. Gn. 3212.-c,n,v., n,v.,J After 
analogy of Holy of Holies, Song of Songs; GK. 133 i; Ko. 309 i; but cf. sugg. 
of dittog. (v.s.); on, retained after removal of tone, GK. 25 e. - rii:m] Niph. 
inf. abs. intensive. 

• We., Gr., Now. 
t Oort, We., Gr., Now. 
i AV., Rashi, Wil. § Ew. 

II Hes. 
'If Cf. Baudissin, Rei. I. 39. 
ff Marek. tt Bauer, Hi. 

tt Ke. §§ Che, 
1111 Oort, Gr. 
"il'IIWe, 
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§ 15. Israel a child; Yahweh his father, with all the love 
of a father, even in the face of ingratitude and desertion. 
I 11-n. I called Israel out of Egypt, but he wandered away from 
me, rendering worship to other gods (1· 2). And yet it was I who 
brought him up, teaching him to walk, carrying him in my arms; 
leading him kindly, treating him mercifully, gently feeding him (:- 4

). 

He must go back to Egypt, or take Assyria as his king, for he has 
cast me off (and the sword shall consume him for his bad policy); 
he •.• (5·7). But how can I give him up to destruction like 
Admah or Zeboim ! For I am God and not man. My voice, 
like that of a lion in the distance, will call them to return ( ?) 
(8"- 9b. l0a) • 

This piece is made up of four strophes, each of six or seven lines, having 
the trimeter movement. The first strophe (!. 2) describes Israel's rebellious 
attitude toward his father, Yahweh. The second (3• 4) pictures, in contrast, 
the loving and fatherly attitude of Yahweh toward Israel. The third (li-1) 
declares that he must go into a foreign land, his cities be destroyed, etc. 
The fourth (Ba. Ob. 10 •-) depicts the agony of the father, who, indeed, is unable 
to give up the son thus condemned to destruction and to exile, and con
sequently sends forth the summons which calls him back. The following 
parts are from a later hand: (1) ,,,:i n11~,1 (v.6); (2) the closing section 
(vs.Bb. 9o.10 b. ll), 

XI. 1-4. Israel has wandered away from Yahweh, although 
he cared for him most tenderly. 

1. •l:i',] 6 Ta. -rbcva. auTov = l'JJ~; so m; (so also Val., Gu., Marti), 
::!:. vlos µov (so,$); 0. (.!K!!X.cra) a.irrov v!ov µov. Wkl, 'lJ I~ ( Untersuch. 182; 
so Ru., Che. Exp. Nov. '97, p. 365; Hal.). Gr. •~;i •~. Oort, 'J~7• Read, with 
We., '1i' 1',, ':, belonging to v.2 (so Now.2).-2. 111-,1-,J 6 Ka0ws µ.eTeKdAetTa. 
= ,11-,i':i (so also Oort, Wkl., Val., Gu., Ru., Loft., GAS., Oet., Hal., Che. ( CB.), 
Marti); ,$ also inserts f· Read, with We., ''!7i;, with •i:i from v.1• Gr, "1lf'~~ 
111,j,. Oort (Em.) ,n11-,1,.-c:i•loo] Read c::, •;~i;,, with 6, iK 'll"potTw'll"ov µov 
(so .$, Mich., Dathe, Bauer, Oort, We., Val., Gr., Gu., GAS., Now., Oet., 
Hal., Che. CB.; Marti). Wkl. '1~1?, omitting on as dittog. of o:i~ ( Unter
such. 182; so Ru., Loft., Oort (Em.)).-3. o•,D11S •n~),n] 6 o-VPE'11"6a,tTa; .. 
::!:. l'll"a,aa.-ywyovv; e. Ka.Ta '11"6oar; ,$ ¥~- Gr. ·11 '? 'l;\7::1), Oort and Hal. 

•nSJ,n.-crii'] Read, with 6, dvi:>.aflotaor6v, cr.~!'.t (so also Ew., Umb., Olsh. 
(§232a), St., Or., Che., Oort (ThT. and Em.), We., Ru., Gu., Loft., Now., 
Oet., Marti). Hal. c•nr,p', or ,,nrijlS. Gr. o~i;i~.-1111))1,1 SJ'] O!oF have suff. 
of 1st p. (so also Dathe, Or., Oort (ThT. ::.nd Em.), We., Gr., Ru., Gu., Loft., 
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GAS.,.Now., Oet., Hal., Che. CB., Marti); 6 also makes noun sg.-o'T1Nlli] 
Now. sugg. 0'l'.11"H or 0'1;1J?l;1., (cf. We. and Is. 12). Gr. o,n,,!l.-4. ,,:in] 
6 li,acj,6ap,j, = S:in,with Aramaic force (Vol.).-o,N] Gr. (Psalmen, 144), i;m, 
cf. We. (so Ru.; Che. Exp.Nov.'97, p. 365; Now.2, cf.Marti), Gr. (Em.)sugg. 
o,on, or o,c,nJ (so Ru.; cf. Che. Exp.).-:i:inNJ 6 ci:ya1r,jo-ews µ,ov = ,n:inN, 
Ru. adds here,'? i,7c~l, on the basis of~. i,o,.u<r0'Jv.-n,nN1J Ru. nmN 'JN OJ, 

foll. ($A Kai l-(w fo;µa,.-on':>] Oort, ,s.-,c,,o:,J 6 ws f,a1rl!;wv 6,v0pw1ras 
= 101b;, (so also Houtsma, Ru.) or 01~ n;,~f (Vol.; so Marti); Arab.= as a 
man smiting. Read, with 55, sg. o,ic:i (so also Oort (ThT. and Em.), Gr., 
Val., Gu., Now,, Hal.); 'A, ti>s a(pwv; ~. ti>s o i1r,0,ts.-Sj1] 6~ om. (so 
Ru.).-':il1_] Read, with 55, '!1.12 (so also Oort (ThT. and Em.), Val., Now., 
Oet., Hal.). Ru. om.-o,,,n,] 6 Tin 0-10/yovas avrov. Houtsma, ,,n, (so 
Oort, Val., Gu.). Oet. o:;i•r:i~ or o,:p~r/7. Hal. Of(:'\'·-1•':iN tlN1] 6 Kai i1r,
{f~iy,oµa, ( = tl;J!'.!;, so also Houtsma, Oort, Val.) 1rpbs ain-ov; 'A. Kai frluva. 
1rpbs a.vro•; similarly ~-, 0.; 55 ~~ ~;10 = o;i,',11 tlNl. Ru. '~~ tl•~~)• 
Read, with Hi., t::l!'.li (so Sim., We., Gu., Now., Hal.). Scholz, ti~i (so Oet., 
Now.2, Marti).-,,J1N] 6 OVP'7<T0µ,1:u; 'A. fJpwµ,a.n.; ~. Tpotj,1Jv; e. fJpwo-.v; 
55 ~lQ = 1':i:,1,n, Oort (ThT. and Em.), ',,JNNl. Gr.',~;:,. Ru. ':i:;.1N. 
Val. ',,;i111,. Hal. ,i,,,N, Marti, i', ',,.,N,.-5. N':>] Read 1',, with 6 avr.;i, and 
join to· v.4 (so Dath;, Ma., Biickei, Eich., Houtsma, Scholz, We., Val., Gu., 
Ru., GAS., Now., Oet.). Gr. sugg. KS~ (cf. Or.). Oort (Em.) om.-:i1iv•] 
6 Ka.T(£!K'J<T<v = ::iiv•; 55(1!; = pl.; so one cod. of Kenn.; three codd. have 
::i1::>N.-fiN ':iN] 6 'Ecj,p&.,µ, iv= :i c,illN,-N1n] Ru. ~M);; cf. Now.'s sugg. 
that it is the remnant of a vb. of which 1:i':ic was obj: Gr. :,,:,,, - ,:i',o] 
55 pl. suff. Between i1t!'N and ,:i',o Nin, Hal. inserts :,,n, ,;i ,,, NS, and trans
fers :ne,', lJNC •:i to the end of v. 6, 

1. Wnen Israel was young, then I came to love him] As 
before (cf. 910 10~), the prophet goes back to Israel's earliest days 
- this time (cf. 2 3 in which the national existence dates from the 
wandering in the wilderness) to the sojourn in Egypt. In 2 15 

this same period is designated as the days of his youth. It was 
at this period that Yahweh fell to liking him. The verb :i:,1e is 
inchoative; * cf. K,w, 9lll. •~ is temporal, not causal. .,,, is very 
indefinite, including any age from youngest childhood ( cf. .,,,:i 
.,,,, r S. 1 24) to some degree of maturity (Gn. 3419 1 K. 2015 

1 S. 3011); but in its use here of the nation, it is evidently in
tended of the child age. This representation of Israel as a man 
- at one time young ( as here), at another with gray hairs ( 79) -

is very striking. - And out of Egypt I called him J The ffe{~ here 

• Hi,, We., GAS., Hal.; but, on contrary, Wu, 
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presents serious difficulties of text and interpretation ; viz. ( r) ,,::i',, 
my son, implies a call out of Egypt to become Yahweh's son; but 
in Ex. 422 Dt. 141 Je. J19 319• 00, the standard passages for this 
idea, no such statement occurs, he is already represented as 
Yahweh's son;* (2) Hosea everywhere represents Israel and 
Yahweh as husband and wife, not as father and son t (but cf, 
vs.8 11"') ; ( 3) ej and <.!I:: read "his sons"; ( 4) difficulties in con
nection with v.2 (v.i.). In view of these difficulties, the following 
renderings have been made : ( r) and called my son out {If 
Egypt, t but this does not do justice to the preposition; (2) and 
. , • I called him to be my son,§ but v.s.; (3) and out of Egypt 
I called his sons, II following @ and <.!I::, but this is inconsistent with 
,11, as used of ',iti!V'; (4) and out o.f Egypt I called him,r (read
ing •i::l ,', instead of •:::i', and taking •i::l with following verse) ; 
this is to be preferred. The use of this phrase in Matthew 2 15 

has been understood ( r) to determine the meaning of Hosea's 
words as predictive of the Messiah; ** ( 2) to represent Israel as 
a type of Christ; tt (3) to furnish an illustration of the historical 
event which the evangelist was describing. H This, however, is 
but one of many instances in which the N. T. interpretation 
has proceeded upon lines other than those which may be called 
historical.- 2. The more I called them, the farther they went 
away from me] This reading rests upon a text, in which, (r) •i::l 
(v.s.) has been substituted for •:::i and •itij, for iitij, ( cf. @), 
= according to my calling; (2) according to @, c:i-:~i= has been 
separated into en 'cl~~ (cf. £). The ordinary text, they called 
them, so they went from tl1em, (r) has nothing to which !::l may 
correspond, although in AV. and most translations this is supplied; 
(2) leaves the subject (prophets,§§ or idols, 1111 all agencies ,J",r) 
unexpressed, thus giving rise to unnecessary confusion ; (3) re
quires the en of cn•:~i= to be the prophets (subject of iit-,p) though 
the c,, of c,,i, is Israel, - all of which is inconceivable. This, 
then, is Yahweh's ground of complaint, that with every new effort 
made by him through the prophets of succeeding centuries, Israel 
became more and more hardened (Is. 610 Je. 72/J·w-y. If this were 

*We., Now, 
tNow, 
tAV., RV. 

§ GAS. 
II Now, 
,J"We. 

** Hux. §§ Cal., Ew, 
tt Meyer, Broadus, Weiss. 1111 Eich. 
t1 Kiibel. ,r,r Pu. 
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true, why should the work of the prophets have been continued? 
"It kept up a church within the nation, and it developed ideas 
which bore fruit in due time" (Cheyne). But was it true? No; 
for, as a matter of fact, Israel was making progress all the time. 
Every century was raising Israel farther and farther away from the 
heathenism on every side, and preparing the nation for the time 
when the great doctrine of monotheism could and would be ac
cepted. The prophet's statement, thus placed in Yahweh's mouth, 
must be judged from the prophet's own point of view at the time 
of utterance, and not from the larger point of view gained in the 
comparative study of centuries of history. - They kept sacnjicing 
to the Baalim, making offen'ngs to t'mages] Cf. 2s-18• These are 
details of the departure. The Baalim and the images (wood, 
metal, stone) of 2 K. 1 741 Dt. J5· 25 are the same, viz. the calves 
at Dan and Bethel. The imperfects are frequentative, expressing 
customary action. - 3. Yet it was I who taught l!.'phraim to walk, 
taking them up in my arms] The "I" is in contrast with the 
Baalim, and introduces another description of Yahweh's exhibi· 
tion of paternal love. Here again @, reading Cllji'?~ ( v.s.) and 
my arms, furnishes a better text. Only Ephraim is in the mind 
of the prophet, although he is speaking of a time when Ephraim 
and Judah were together. Teaching them to walk= keeping 
them on their feet; t'.e. directing in a providential way their foot
steps. To this is added taking them up in my arms, another term 
expressing paternal fondness and care, exercised when the child 
is weary ( cf. Is. 6 J° Dt. 1 81 3 2 11). The rendering of ~Qt: he 
took them up has been interpreted of Moses.* - But they did not 
know that I healed ( 7) them] Another reproachful touch; for, 
notwithstanding all that Yahweh did, they failed to recognize his 
presence and participation. The figure of "healing" is common 
in Hosea (513 61 71 ; cf. Ex. 15 211), but it does not seem in place 
here, unless, perhaps,· we supply the thought, t when they fell and 
hurt themselves in their learning to walk. W ellhausen regards 
c•r,~t'i as a disturbing element; Nowack suggests that "I reared 
them" (Is. 1 2) might have been expected; the suggestion of 
Graetz, " I redeemed them," is not bad. - 4. With the cords of a 

• Rashi, Ki., Sim. tGAS. 
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man I would (or used to) draw them] The figure, as Hebrew 
usage permits, now changes, and it goes back to that of the 
"team of bullocks, in charge of a kind driver. Israel are no 
longer the wanton young cattle of the previous chapter ( 1011) 

which need the yoke firmly fastened on the neck, but a team of 
toiling oxen mounting some steep road."* The driver, Yahweh, 
uses cords ef a man not cords ef a heifer,· i.e. cords adapted to 
men, such as men could bear. - With bands ef love] A parallel 
member interpreting ciN ; the first time the word " human " is 
made synonymous with " love." t It is a tempting opportunity to 
suggest a gloss t inserted to make clear the difficult phrase ciN •',:in, 
but the thought may well be attributed to the prophet himself, and 
not to a later reader. - And I was to them as one who lifts up the 
yoke from upon thez'r jaws] This continues C:l!DbN. The particu
lar action here described is somewhat obscure, because of our 
lack of knowledge of the form of ancient yokes ; but the general 
sense is clear. The driver so disposes the yoke as to afford relief 
to the animal, perhaps while eating, perhaps while resting. The 
singular, C'"'!~ (=lift up, not take away§ nor lay upon II), is to be 
adopted with I.Ji) and .S (v.s.) instead of the plural, ffl\[. ',;? is 
better read ',l)~ with .S. Strangely enough, I.Ji) omits ',f:,, yoke. 
Forjaws, cf. Ju. 1515• 16 Dt. 183 Jb. 41 2 Is. 3028 ; cf. also the proper 
name •n', tib"i, Ju. 1517• Halevy's "shoulders" for" jaws" is un
necessary. -And I inclined unto him and would give him to eat] 
For tott1, read tol:,t\; the object my ear being implied.f Others 
have taken this to be the adverb tol:.t =gently,· cf. r K. 21 27 2 S. 185 

Is. 86 Gn. 33H Jb. 15 u; ** but the construction thus obtained is 
harsh beyond measure. (lj reads to~~n, and makes ',•:i~N Htph. of 
',::;.:, "to be able." In either case the figure is that of one ap
proaching his people with food in a most indulgent and com
passionate manner. The N', of v.5 is to be read i', and joined to 
the end of v.4 with @. 

1. '1J1l] Predic., though noun precedes. -1,'1Ji'IH1] 1 = and so; on form 
of Ji'IH, GK. 68 .f.-•'1;,] For ,i;,, literally according to the sufficiency, or 
abundance of; cf. Dt. 252 Ne. 58 ; the more usual correlative of p is '1WH;I, -

• GAS. t Ew. ! Now. § Or. I) Bauer, Bilckel. 
,r Hi., Sim., We., Now. ff Ma., Hes., Ew., Umb., Ke., Che., GAS. 
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I, ', it!ip] Call to a person, cf. 1 K. 182 Lv. 91 ; also with ',1-1, Gn. 39 Ps. 504; 

even without a preposition, Gn. 271.-p] =so= in the same proportion; here, 
either without the preceding iivN:, ( cf. other cases of omission, Is. 559 Je. 3'jf) 
Ps,486 ; Ko. 371 to), or with,,:, instead ohivN:, (v.s.). Cf. the use of other par
ticles for p, viz. nj, n;if, nNTf,-11,ia:ii''] On pl. end, 11-, GK. 47 m.___.:3, •nl:,Jin) 
A Taph'el; i.e. a causative with n preformative, denominative_ from SJ,, foot; 
other cases are n,nn•, Je. 126 2215; cJino, Ezra 47; GK. 55 h; Ko. II. i. p. 38o; 
but against the existence of such a stem, Barth, NB. p. 279. - c,i!lNSJ I:, 
here probably sign of acc., but this usage is very rare indeed in so early an 
author; Ko. 289 a.-cnp] Corrupt for Cl:),'~~; but cf. GK. 19 i, 66g.-
4. l:,,:,,N] Hiph. of 'i:,N; J = a, GK. 68 i; Ko. II. i. P· 544• -CJ!VCN] I would, 
or sought to, draw them; Ko. 181. - n:,nN] Elsewhere of God's love for Israel, 
Je. 318 Is. 639 Zp. 317,-la:I!!\] So, rather than 1a:11-11; apocopation of nt:lN; cf, 
Jb. 2311 Je. 156• Cf. Che.'s emendations on vs.1-4 in EB. col. 2826, and his 
additional ones in CB., which involve Jerahmeel here as everywhere. 

5-11. Israel must be punisked by going into exile, and yet kow 
can I, Yahweh, execute the punishment J 

5-. 1lN1:l] 6 sg. ( so also Oort (Em.)). - :i,ivi,] l:. µero.vo,)a-ai. - 6. .-,i,n,] 
6 ,co.l 1Ja-6bn1<1••• and .$ ~ cnr=l).J, both derive from :iSn = be sick ; 
l:. xal -rpo.vp,o.Tl<1e1; 'F coe_pit. Gr. n1l.1 or :iS1rn ( cf, Je. 2319 3023), Marti 
om. as corruption of nnS,,. -nnS:,1] 6 Ko.I 1<0.Tbro.v<1e11 = nS:n (Vol.); l:. ,co.l 

a-vne"Xla-e,. Orn. as corrupt dittog. of :iSn,.-1,1:,] 6 h To.i's x•pql, ain-oi1 
= ,,,,:, ; cf • .$; l:. roils {JpaxloJJO-s atlrov; 'F electos ejus; 'l!t ,n,,:,J. Read, 
with We., MVJ (so Marti). Gr. sugg. 1•17;i (so Oet.) or ,,n,,:i. Scholz, 1JIJ, 
Gardner, l'lJ, -n,:,Ni] 6 KO.I q,d-yona,; so.$; :3. Ko.ra,o."Xwa-«, Oet. cr:,7;,r,i1. 
Gardner, c,S:,1!1, taking first 1:l of 'JIDtl as vb. suff.-c:,,n1ll'~tltl] Ru. C'.)'IJ'D~Jp. 
Oort (ThT. and Em.), C::'!:'',~1? (so Val., Gu.). Gr. cmr,io,s)I (La. 11!). 
Read, with We. and Now:, c:;i,•·~\1r,1 (cf. Marti).-7. •1:JJ11] 6 Ko.! cl >.a.or 
ain-011 = IC)l).-C•N1Sn] 6 :3, i1r1,cpep.dp,evos = 1-1,Sn; 'F _pendebit. Oet. n~7~ 
or '~tt~::r, which is to be adopted ( cf. Now.2). Marti, i:1'171· - ,n:,1ivcS] 8 iK 
T1js "~~o,x!as ain-011 = i:,ivmS (Vol.) or lnJ!Vtltl (Now.). 'A. TV i,rurTpo<f,11 

p V 

p,ov; e. Eis t'll'IO'Tpoq,t,v a.ilToi1; l:. els TO brt<FTpecfmv 1rp6s p,e; .$ ,.Q~. 

Gr. ,,~:i~m7. Oort (Em.), m:,,ivoi,. Oet. ,,r;!:i1w9r,, or '!Vlt~, whi:h is to be 
adopted. Marti, c,:;i~it,-S~.-Sy SN1] 6 Ko.! o 6eos br! = 'l1 S!!]· A. Ko.I ,rpl>, 
ivrl)J/; 8. els iv-y6,; l:. ~v-yos oi; 'F jugum autem- all reading i,~ (so also 
Oort, Oet.). .$ 1~1] = 'tt SN, (Seb.; so also Gr.). Read, with Oet., l:,ji SiJ, 
Ru._ l:,l/~:::1 ,1-1, (so Marti, Re!. 147). Hal. 'f I:,~;· Muller (SK. 1904, p. 126), 
',,p '?N1,-1:,w,1,,] 6 TO. -rlp,,aa.tl'ToD = ,,i,,,; 'A., 0. 1<0."Xia-ei atl'T611; :3. <1v•o.n11• 
<1n a~r,ii; 'F im_ponetur eis; .$ 3 pl. without suff. or with suff. taken as subj. 
of foll vb. Read -1/"\tt~,7,. Gr. Klr'I) lN~1T· Ru. N-iri w-;i~~· Marti (Rel. 147), 
~,~~- Oet. 1:i1!'tt~.-c1:J1,, wS ,n,J 6 6vp,wl/17<1ETa1, Ko.I o{J p,'1/ i,,j,wa-TJ o.vr6-, 
= 1/"\1:ltJii• 1-11:,, n'1!).) (Vol.); l:, op,ov, 8s ovK dp617<1ero.1; 'F simul, quod non 
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auferdu,-, reading.,, as a passive; .5 ~2A.:I P= 1.,-1 JJ;.Je, taking ,n, 

as adv. and joining with preceding, Read IT.l!:J'J? ''Ji;t -Nln, Gr. CQ[\1\ H1'1 ,I'.!~; 
cf. Ru. lpi::n~- Oort and Hal. c~1,:, Oet, co,,, N, ,i:,1:1.-8. 1ll'1N 1'N] $6 ~ 
~,. -,lll:lN) 8 V1'£pa.U'1J'<W <Tov; 'A. c5irll.QJ KVl<ll.wuw ue; e. aq,01rll.luw ue; 
l:. l1<6rl,uw ue; ~ 1ll'll'Nj $6 't;r'I• Hal. :'f")f.!i.11 or :'fl7'i;'~.-n0iN:,J 8 joins 
with foll. vb. -1Il'lt'N] $6 om.-,n•J 8 ,,, -rcj, riin-cj, (cf. 2 2); l:. l11-ro6-rQ1; 
'.tT parite,-.-1,p:,i] Gr. ,,om.-•omi] Read •~IJ,'J, with 0. -r.!. <T1rMrx"" 

, •• v 
-roD lll.lovs µ.ov, and $6 ~; (so also We., Gr., Ru., Now., Oet., Marti); cf. 
Gn.4380 [ K. 326 Lk. 2432,-9. pin] ff l<a.T.!. -rt,116p-yfi11, Read, with Gr., r,,m. 
-:nvN] 8 i;-1<a-rciMirw=.Jl)1N (Schleusner), or i•Nll'N (Vol.),-1.J,p:i] .S joins 
with lt''H H,1. Hal. 1:1;1, 1. - ,,v.J H1:IN N,1] Read, with Volz (p. 34) and Now., 
"1cJ/l' C'1H H',11 the last· word being joined to v.10• One cod. of de R. "''Jl:I, 
H~ubigant, "'''-7· St. iv.~? (so Oort (ThT. and Em.), Val., Oet.). M;rti 
(Rd. 133), "'''-~~ HS,. We. and GAS. "1cJl:I' :,~IN N,,. Ru. and We,8 "'i1~~ N,, 
(so Marti). -10. •inH] Oort ( Th T. and Em.), 1'"1MN, joined with v.9 (so 
Val., Ru., We.8), Volz and Now. ';l'.1,:,.-1:,,,J ff 1r0pe6uoµ.a., = 1'H (so also 
Ru,). Oort, 1?~ (so Val., We.8). Orn., with Volz and Now., as gloss,
JH!t'•] 'A. pl.; .5 = adjectival impf. Ru. J!:'~!:',-JH!t'• NlM ,:,] Omitted in 
Lucian's text, in three codd. of Kenn., and in th~~e of de R. (so also Ru., Oet.). 
-Cl•D CN.J] 8 TEl<Pci Md-rw11 = C•Il 'l.J; .5 = □¥1?. c,i:i. Ru. c;;io/9 ·~i' Gr. 
C•D)lll '.J, Che. (EB, s.v. "Javan "), C1~l1 c•J:i, Now. c, "Nll ll'l:i (cf. ls. II11). 

Oort (Em.), C'Il l'l.J, Oet. om. "T.l '.J ,,.,n,, as a corrupt repetition of 
the first three words of v.11• Hal. adds lillJl:ll after c•o in view of the 
parallel" Egypt" and" Assyria" in v.11• Miill~r (loc. dt.), c~i;, 'lt• Marti, 
c~i;, c•i::i.- 11. 1iin•] '.B' avolabunt, but in v.10 fannidabunt. Oet. 'M~], -
D'1'lJlt'lM1) 6 ci1r0Ka.-r=-rfiuw = ,n,;i,ii,n,, $6 \.o.JI ~ciJ0 = c•r;,;iref:Jl (Seb,), 
Read, with Gr., c•11:1•1?',;il (so Now., Oort (Em,), Oet., Marti),-cM,r,:i ,v] 
.S ~~z....::::., probably corrupted from ._0~ (Seb.), Now. 'r,J-S~ (so 
Oort (Em.), Oet.). 

5. He must return to the land of Egypt] Cf. 813 9H r 111• The 
pFOphets had both Egypt and Assyria in mind as places of exile; 
both powers are constantly threatening invasion; cf. Is. ,18• Pre
dictions are made of restoration from both countries ( cf. Is. 1111 

Mi. ,12). The sense here is perfectly clear, whether it is obtained 
(I) by transferring ~6 = i, to the preceding verse ( v.s.), or 
(2) by using M':i interrogatively, Shall he not return 1 • but the 
latter is hardly consistent with the following clause. The prophet 
does not intend here to say that the people's desire to be free 
from Assyria's influence, and to go back to Egypt (to be in alli
ance with Egypt t) is not to be realized, for this was never true 

• Mau., Schro,, Ew., Or. t Jer., Ros., Hes, 
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of the entire people, as this statement would indicate. Nor may 
we take this reference to Egypt literally, and the others, cited 
above, merely as types of a place of exile.* - Or Assyda will be 
his king] The use of 1t,;, in this connection is difficult. Nowack 
suggests that it is the survival of a verbal form; perhaps M"/"I" (v.s.) 
is to be accepted. Halevy's insertion is far wide of the mark.
For they have refused to return (to me)] The poet plays with =iiu; 
Israel must turn back to Egypt, because they have refused to turn 
(i.e. to me). This refusal has been shown in the nation's attitude, 
on the one hand towards the prophets, and on the other towards 
Baalism. - 6. And so the sword will whirl in their cities] The 1 is 
consecutive; the reference is to the coming devastation, in which 
the sword, the chief instrument of destruction, is represented as 
twisting or whirling about in their cities as a person ( cf. Ez. 1411 

Gn. 324).-And will destroy their branches] These words have 
probably crept into the text in explanation of the words in the 
preceding line. The word ,,= has been taken of ( 1) branches, 
the suffix referring to Ephraim, the whole being the figure of a 
tree ( cf. 910. 16), t but this is hardly appropriate in this connec
tion; ( 2) great ones, princes of the land, t or his chosen ones,§ 
or his sons; 11 (3) hands, <!i.S; (4) his bars Ge. 5180j, i.e. the for
tresses ( cf. Na. J18 Mi. 56) which protect the land;, (s) Magi, i.e. 
false prophets.** But in view of the uncalled-for change of figure, 
it is better to understand ,,,= as a modification of ,,,i,=, and ;in',= 
of ;,',n, and to drop out the entire clause. tt This is in harmony 
with the strophic structure.-And will devour them in their for
tresses J This clause furnishes the parallel for and the sword will 
whirl in thdr cities. In this rendering C;"'T'"'llo':=~= is substituted for 
Q:-,,r,i:,:i,~~, because the latter gives no satisfactory sense, or the 
first ~ may be attached to the preceding verb (v.s.).-7. And 
my people having weaned me with their rebellions, unto the yoke 
(i.e. captivity) Yahweh will appoint them, since he has ceased t(J 
love them J For text, v.s. This verse is declared wholly cor
rupt by modern commentators. H Of the verse as given in 

• Ke., Wii. j: '.!Jl!l'., Rashi, Boeke!, Tkes. 'II Hes., Ew., Wii., Che., BOB, 
t AE., Ki., Hi. § Gr. 11 Gardner, ff Hal. 
tt We., Now,; cf. GAS., who suggests that v.6 may be an insertion, in view of 

corrupt text, and the fact that it weakens the climax ofv.G. !! We., Now, 
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~'11:, Nowack says in substance: While a representation of 
Israel's sin must be expected, 'IV~t, tl'kit,:, makes no sense ; the 
expression "call upward" is extraordinary in the sense of calling 
to repentance, and the lack of an object after tlbl"'l' is unusual. 
With the thought of this line, cf. Is. 711J. On the reading 1:,~i?~ 
instead of ~:,~';i?', i.e. Hiph. of k"'lj) = :,,p, cf. the exact equivalent 
in Je. 3223, "and thou causest this evil to fall upon them"; 
also Nu. 3511. The 'of in• is the remnant of kl:, lost because of 
the preceding suffix, in with the t, of kt:i = t,,n ; for t:ib1"'l' read 
\~1:,17 to love him.* For parallel expressions, cf. 46 915• 

V,fo has been rendered by others as follows: (r) My people are fastened 
to defection (Cal.); (2) Since my people inclineth in order to fall away from 
me (Ew.); (3) My people is bent upon apostasy from me (Ke.; cf. AV., 
RV., Or.); (4) And my people is in doubt whether to turn to my law (t!r); 
(5) And his people is suspended from its dwelling (6; cf. 'H); (6) My 
people is hung up; i.e. is crucified, by the revolt from me (Oort); (7) My 
people is weary because of its revoltings (Oet.); (8) My people have a bias 
to turn from me (GAS.); (9) My people persists in its rebellion against 
me (Hal.); (10) And my people has joined itself to idols (Marti). V.7bc 
bas been rendered by others as follows: (1) Upwards it is called; never
theless it striveth not upwards (Ew.); (2) One calls it to the yoke (of 
the law) but no one takes the yoke upon himself (Mich.); (3) They call 
them to him on high; no one raises up himself (Cal.); (4) And unto the 
Baal (cf. Sellin, Beitriige II. 306, who thinks "J.'J impossible in view of t,1', 
001,,) he calls; be does not pity him at all (Ru.); (5) And unto God they 
call; he is angry; be pities them not (Gr.); (6) And though they (the 
prophets) call them upwards, none of them can lift them (GAS.); (7) To 
a yoke will one call (or hind) him, which no one afterwards shall take away 
(Oet.); (8) Unanimously they call the most high God, Lo-Yeromam, i.e. he 
who should not be exalted (Hal.); (9) And they all meet the Baalim (Marti, 
Dodekapropheton,· cf. Re!. 147, note); (10) And even if they should all 
together, even to the suckling, call upon him, he would not lift them up 
(Muller). The case is certainly a desperate one. Perhaps the suggestion 
given above is as satisfactory as any that has been offered. 

8. How can I give thee up, 0 Ephraim I] Here begins the 
struggle in the prophet's mind between what seems to be the 
demand of justice and the claim of love. The How is exclama
tory t and not interrogative; t it carries with it the negative 

• Cf. Gr., Ru. tWii.,Or, ;t:Umb. 
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force : there is no way in which I can give thee up ; it is impossi
ble (cf. Gn. 399 448 Is. 206 Ps. 1374).-How can I surrender 
thee, 0 Israel!] A poetic repetition of the former line in which 
p~, further defining Jri,, expresses the idea of " deliver into the 
hands of an enemy" (c£ Gn. 14~, a surrender (as in ~-), not a 
deliverance (as in (.lj and 'A.). -How can I make thee as Admak I 
How can I place thee as Zeboiim !] These cities were associated 
with Sodom and Gomorrah (cf. Gn. 142· 8, but the statement in 
that passage is probably based upon this*) ; cf. Dt. 2928 Je. 4918 

Mt. 1010 Lk. 1012 ; but Hosea, like the author of Dt. 2928, has 
sources of his own on which he draws for information concerning 
this catastrophe, i.e. sources other than Gn. 19 (v.i.). Amos and 
Isaiah use Sodom and Gomorrah in this same way (cf. Am. 411 

Is. 1H J9 1J19). It is better, in accord with the parallelism, to 
take :,~"1K::l with what precedes than (cf. (.lj) with what follows.t 
The 1'K is expressed only twice, viz. in the first and third lines, 
being omitted in the second and fourth, thus giving us a beautiful 
example of the elegiac measure, 3 + 2, 3 + 2.-My heart is 
turned upon me] This and the three lines following (vs.si.9a) 
are evidently late (v.s.). The thought of surrendering Ephraim 
produces paroxysms of sympathetic feeling in the divine breast. 
George Adam Smith (p. 297) says, "There follows the greatest 
passage in Hosea, - deepest, if not highest, of his book- the 
breaking forth of that exhaustless mercy of the Most High which 
no sin of man can bar back nor wear out." On the phrase 
upon me ('?ll), within me, cf. 1 S. 2586 Je. 818• On 1Elm, of the 
heart turned in sorrow, La. Iro.-My compassions grow hot to
gether] C1t"T~ occurs elsewhere (Is. 5 i 8 and Zc. 1 13) only in the 
sense of comfort; consequently •~J:ij, my compassions (cf. 2 19 

Am. 1 11) is suggested t as a better reading here. -,~:, in Niph'al 
occurs elsewhere only with c•~r,-, (Gn. 4300 1 K. 32e; cf. also 
Lk. 2432), and once with -,,u, skin (La. 510). Light upon the 
meaning of the root is obtained from the modern Syriac, kemr, 
fermentation.§ "1t"T' = c~~. begins the clause with emphasis ( cf. 
v.7 ; also Dt. 3J5 Ps. 418).-9. I will not act according to the 

• Cf. Kue., We., Sta., Co., Bu., Bacon, Wkl, Ball, Che., and Gunkel, who make 
Gn. 14 later than P. t We. 

t We., Ru., Now. § Wetzstein, ZDPV. XIV. {1891), 6. 
2B 
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fierceness of my anger] Cf. 1 S. 2818• This follows the strong 
expression of sympathy (v.8b), and is only another way of saying 
what has been said in sa. So close is the connection between 86 

and 9" ( the expression of compassion, and the determination, in 
consequence, not to carry out his purpose of destruction), and so 
complete a parallel does this furnish for 80 and Db (I cannot give 
thee up, because I am God and not man) that 83 and 90 are best 
treated as an insertion of a later writer.*-I will not turn to 
destroy Ephraim] Cf. 2 11• This has been thought to mean : ( 1) I 
will not tum from pity to destroy Ephraim; t (2) I will not again 
destroy Ephraim; t (3) I will not bring back Ephraim to noth
ing.§ In any case, the expression is a confession of inability to 
do the thing it has been asserted he would do.-For God am I, 
and not man] i.e. divine and not human (cf. Nu. 2J19). God 
may have sympathy and compassion ; he may have still other 
human attributes, e.g. anger; but this anger may not divert 
Yahweh, as it might divert a man, from the execution of a well
considered purpose. -Hoey in the midst of thee] i.e. holy in a 
truly ethical sense. -And not human] £1fl'1r reads, and I will 
not enter into the city; II but this means nothing ( cf. Ex. 202f); 
it has been interpreted ( 1) any other city ; 1 ( 2) I am not one 
of those who live in a city, i.e. a man (cf. 2 Ch. 618); ** (3) of 
the omnipresence of Yahweh, occupying no space; tt (4) of the 
thought that Yahweh's presence in a town must bring punish
ment. H None of these being satisfactory, it has been suggested 
(1) to read "l'V = hate, terror, from ,,v to boil (cf. Je. 158 ; cf. 
Rashi on I S. 2816) ; § § ( 2) to read ,v::i',, yet I come not to con
sume; II II (3) to read ,v::i', :,:ii1t ~6, I am not willing to consume;t;f,r 
(4) to read ,.,nit "lV!:l?, joining first word of v.10, with a slight 
change, to v.9 ( cf. 1 K. 1410 163 21 21) ; *** (5) to read 1:1i1t man, 
for 1t,:i1t, and close the verse with this, thus securing a perfect 
parallelism (cf. Is. 318). ttt This last suggestion seems, perhaps, 

*Now.; cf. We,B, t lJ'. 'ff Rashi, 
:t AV., RV., Or., We,, Now., Hal. ff Jer.; Lowth, De sacra poesie:, 24-2, 
§ Che. tt Stuck, 
11 Marek, Stuck, Ros .• Hi., Pu., et al. tt Hi. 
§§ Schr5., Dathe, Eich., Mau., Ew., Umb., Sim,, Ke., W!l,, Or. 
011 St., Che,, GAS. 'ff"il We. - Oort, Val. ttt Volz, Now. 



the most plausible, and may be adopted. -10. Yaltwek wi'/l cry 
like a lion] This is based on Volz's emendation,• which takes -i•i,::i, 
last word of v.9, and •-inM, first word of v.10

, with :,i:,,, reading 
" •-iit:::i -ii,,,. The i:::i',• following :,,:,, is a gloss from the hand 
of some one attempting to improve the passage in order to 
make sense of it. This roar, like that of the lion calling together 
its young, is the summons of Yahweh to the scattered people 
to return (Am. 12 J8 Je. 253()). In Is. 2712 the summons is 
conveyed by means of a great trumpet. A different figure is 
employed in Ho. 514 and 1J7. The remainder of v.10, together 
with 11, is from a later hand, explaining and amplifying the force 
and significance of the summons to return. The return is one 
of the most common and significant elements in the prophets' 
descriptions of the glorious future ( cf. Is. II 11· 12 2 ,13 4J6 J e. 318 

Am. 914 Mi. ,1" Zc. 1010). As a matter of fact, -u,~, to growl, roar, 
occurs only in J e. 5188, where, as here (if this emendation is 
adopted), ~Mt' is the corresponding word in the parallel line. 
Other treatments of these words (v.s.) are: (1) I will go, like a 
lion I will roar,t joining •-inM with v.9, and omitting:,,:,,; (2) Yak
welt wt'll go, like a lion lie will roar,· t also joining ,-,r,M to v.9.
As a lion lie wz'/l roar, yea, lte himself will roar, and there shall 
come hurn'edly • •• ] Once more, with greater emphasis than be
fore, the thought of the summons and the return is repeated. 
Here emphasis is placed on the fact that Yahweh himself will 
send the summons,§ and there will come hurriedly (i.e. eagerly, 
tremblingly; cf. J5 (inti), Ps. 1846 (~-in)) ;-who? whence? Ac-
cording to i81tiJ, sons from the sea, i.e. faithful Israelites 11 ( or also 
the heathen 1) from the west ((.lj children ef water, v.s.); the west 
being (perhaps t:l'b = C' "'Mb, Is. 1 Tu) "the same as 'the islands 
( or coastlands) of the sea ' in the latter part of Isaiah, except that 
Hosea's knowledge of the coasts and islands of the western sea 
would be much vaguer than that of his fellow-prophet" (Cheyne). 
But how can the Israelites be called Cl'~!:I in this connection, and 
how can they come from the west when they have been repre
sented as living in Egypt and Assyria? The reading Cl'!:l~b, frtnn 

• Adopted by Now. t Ru. t Oort. 
§ In six Mss. of Kenn. and de R. lNII'' N1M ,::, is lacking. 
U Wii., Che. ,I Hes. 
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their captivity,* would make good sense, but has M real b:tstii. 
Perhaps it is necessary here, as in some other cases, to acknowl
edge our inability to meet the difficulties, and to leave the subject 
or,,rr untranslated.t These words have been emended variously 
(v.s.); e.g. (1) my children from their captivity,· t (2) sons 
from Aram,-§ (3) sons from the nations,· II (4) sons from the 
west and from the north,·1 (5) my sons from the west,·** 
(6) builders from the west. tt -11. They shall tome hurriedly, like 
sparrows, from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyn·a] 
The birds represent the speed H (cf. Ps. 55Q Is. 608) with which 
they come, not the timidity and faint-heartedness;§§ cf. 7n, in 
which the stupidity or foolishness of the dove is made a point 
of comparison. II II -And I will bring them back to their houses] 
Cf. Je. 3231'. This rendering 'J1 really represents l:J'l'.lb'~::! instead 
of ;ffllll!: c•r,::,i:,;,, which means I will cause them to dwdll. *** -
It is the declaration of Yahweh] These words are questioned by 
Nowack, since they occur elsewhere in Hosea only in verses that 
are unauthentic or suspicious ( 213. 16· 21). The closing verses of 
this chapter (vs.80· 9a.. 10 •· ll) are probably late,ttt because ( r) they 
introduce an element of promise in the middle of a series of 
threats, there being no preparation for this word of promise and 
no reference to it in the following context; cf. also chap. 14, 
where a promise appears, although introduced in a wholly 
different way; ( 2) the expression, "I will not again destroy 
Ephraim," is explicable only at a time after Ephraim has experi
enced some severe chastisement; (3) there is no connection 
between vs.93 and to, 

Ii. ::i,w,J He must not, etc.; cf. Dr. § 39; Ko. r8o; GK. 107r.--w11,] 
l == or, here connecting alternative propositions; cf. Ex. 2010. U 2116 Jb. 

• Ru. § Che. (v.s.), ff Millier (v.s.). 
t So Oort, We., Gu., Now, II Gr. tt Marti. 
:I: Ru. ,r HaL U Che., Now. H Wil. 
1111 On doves and sparrows cf, Now. Arck. I. 82 f.; G. E. Post," Dove," in DB.: 

A. E. Shipley and S. A. Cook," Dove," in EB.; Tristram, Tke Natural History 
oftke Bit,/e, 20I f., 2II--2:20, 

,i,i We., Now., GAS. "* Ew., Reuss, Or., Che., Gu., BOB. 
tttS0Sm.Rel.2I5 (10.llcertainlylate); Volz(9•genuine); Now.(9b.I0agenu

ine; but Now.2 makes Sb-11 all late); Marti, Rei. (10.11 Jate); Grimm, Lit. App. 73, 
But cf. Seesemann, 28 f.; Giesebrecht, Beitriige sur Jesaia-Kritik, 2n f. 
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3118.16. 28• -6. :,~n1l Accent on ultima, although following syllable (:i~n) has 
tone,-D;'.!'l'.'!'!l!~i;l] With two accents.-7. •op1] Introd. circ, cl.-0,11,~n] 
Treated as II H., not ,, n',; cf. Dt. 2866 ; GK. 75 rr. -i:i;,J If ;111:t!t is correct, 
a noun; cf. 76 2 S. 2J1. On going over of the local idea into the temporal, 
then into ideal (as in Arabic), cf. Ko. 318a.-8. iimi] Can, impf. of possi
bility; Dr.§ 37; GK. 107 r.-0•11:iJJ Q"rl, o:i:i~; but regularly o•::i~, Gn. 141· 8 

Dt. 2922• l!i ~e{Jwe,µ, The city was one of "the five cities of the plain," 
but its exact site is unknown.-9. 1V•11-11',] Ko. 352m.-ll. on,r,:i] On 
form, GK. 96; Ko. II. i. p. 56; Sta. § 187 a; Wright, Comp. Gram. •p. 88; 
Philippi, ZDMG, XLIX. :zo6; Rahlfs, ThLZ. 18g6, p. 587. 

§ 16. Israel's falsity and faithlessness from the :first, in 
spite of efforts through prophets, must bring retribution and 
ruin. 121·15, [English, uu-1214.J Israel is false and faithless, 
always doing that which ends in nothing; turning now to Assyria, 
now to Egypt ; he must be punished ; even before his birth he 
was a supplanter (1"·2-4"), Israel is a trader using false balances; 
rich and self-satisfied ; but his riches will count him nothing, for I 
will cause him to dwell again in tents (&-10

). Israel has been given 
prophets, but with no effect; lies and demon-worship prevail; 
bitter enmity has been aroused; sudden retribution will come 
upon him ; his altars shall be like stone-heaps in the furrows of 
the field (11· 15· u). 

The patriarchal episodes in vs.13. 0 -7 (this is the correct order) and the 
historical allusions in v.u are from a later hand, and from a different and 
conflicting point of view (v.i.), as compared with that of the original material. 
The original piece (omitting vs.U- 4M.Ja. 14) consists of three very symmetrical 
strophes of ten lines each, in trimeter movement. The first strophe describes 
Israel as he is and has been from the earliest times, viz. a faithless one, a 
vacillating one, never knowing his mind, surely deserving punishment, since 
all this has been so from the life of the patriarch in his mother's womb. The 
,econd strophe (adopting the elegiac movement 3 + 2) characterizes Israel 
as Canaan, a trader cheating all with whom he trades, becoming rich thereby, 
but destined, in spite of present riches, to dwell again in tents as in days past, 
The third strophe narrates the efforts put forth by prophets sent from Yahweh 
to teach him the right way, the lack of any results, the prevailing falseness 
and idolatry, the bitter enmity thus aroused, and the sudden punishment 
which.is its consequence. Three exceedingly interesting additions have been 
made from the post-exilic period (1) v.H, which includes Judah; (2) vs.0 -1, 
which recalls certain traditions of Jacob, putting him in a most favorable light; 
vu. as having had intimate relationship and great influence with God; (3) ou 
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vs,18, H i•.i, The order according to this arrangement is I.,, 2-4 a. s-10. n. U. l! ( v.11 
preceding v,12 logically), with the additions u. lS. 0-7• u, Cf. the arrangement 
of Oet,, viz. 1-.1. l3f. r. 6. 8-12. W; that of Hal,, viz. 1-10. 13. 11, 12• 14· 16; and that of 
Gr., viz. I-n.13. ~ i2. u. 

1. 8 and '.ET connect with chap, xi. - n,,n,1] 6.SS connect with pre
ceding. Bewer (./BL. XXI. 109 f.) om, as later addition. - ~N CJ) ,, ,;,] 

8 lllli, l-y""' aVTovs o 8eos = ,N cp,, [l"l]l'\JI (so also Scholz; cf. Loft, who 
follows 8, but reads c1n,N for cv, ,N); 'A. hnxparw• ••• ; '.ET (.Judas) autem 
testis descmdit cum Deo; .s5 J~~ ~ ~7 I,:.,~='!:' CJ1 ,'.!~ iv.(Seb.). 
BriilJ and Gr. ·u, :i1 iv. Read, with Marti (.Rei. ug; so Now.), ·u, J.:'.;~ iv. 
Che. (Exp. Nov. '97, p. 365) ,N CJ' ,1~. Oet. ,N cp ,1b, Hal. ·u, '1'.!iD. 
Bewer, ~N c;,,, iv1- Miiller (SK.1904, p. 126), '!:t-1'\V.'! '1'JJ/•-lCNl C•l!>lijl 0;,1] 
8 Kai >..a.tls 4-y,os KE1<A1'<l'Era, OeoD = ':iN':i '1llNJ 1111,p 031.1 (Vol.); .SS • , • ~ 
j..a...p-0 =·p c31.1(Seb.); so et;. Gr.,P?~~c•11>ijl DJ1)• Co.i1;~~ c•~'.!i; CJ!j(ZAW. 
VII. 286 ff.; so We., Gu., Oort (Em.)). Hal. 7cN1 ti, iu·,,1~ CJ1)· Che. (loc. 
&it.) 7cNJ 1iu,,p 0v.,. Ko. § 348 d, r~tt 1[tt]~: iu,,~ CJ.::)· Oet. N1;~~ D'~'J? CJ?). 
Bewer, ,~~~ c•~,? CJ1;· Boeke), mn• CNJ, for !CNJ, -9. n,, n.v,] 8 1roPEp~, 
1r,euµ4=mi n~;· Oort(ThT.andEm.),~1,:;i J1'}, Marti,~ :,~~.-o'l"n,.J] 
8.SS join with preceding clause. -,iv,] Read, with 8, Ka.I ,udrc:ua., [N]i:v, (so 
also Oort (ThT. and Em.), We., Val., GAS., Now., Hal., Marti).-n:i,,] 
Read,with .SS, lll'1~ (so also We., Now., Oet., Marti),-ri,,:i,] With We. and 
Now., om. 1,-mi:i1 ] 6F = sg. (so also Hal.).-~:i,,] 8 t11e1ropeuero = ,:i1• 

(so Hal.); F ftrebat. Read, with .SS, ~;l i~;i1,, taking , from beg, of ~.s 
(so also We., Now., Oort (Em.), Oet., Marti).-3. :i•i1] 8~II, om,, (so 
also Now., Oort (Em.)).-n,,.,,] Read, with Oort, ,Nill'• (so Now., GAS., 
Oet.).-,pl!',1] Om. 1, with 8 (so We., Gr., Now.). Marti, '1f>!JJ:1),-1'.J'11.J] 
IT joins with foll. vb.-4. 7t::1:iJ] Gr. inserts 11:iN before ·:i:i.-\1iK:i1] 8 1<ai 
t11 K01ro1t a.VToii. Orn. l as dittog. from prec. 1.-n,111] '.ET directus est; 
'A. ,c,irr/,pllw<l'e.-c,n,NJ Gr. 'N ll'•N (cf. Gn. 3225),-6. i11>•1] 'A., 0, 1<a.l 
1ea-rri1p8W<l'e; '.ET et invaluit; .SS om. -·c-,NJ Read, with We,, Now., Oet., 
Marti, ·c-1'\~, -·ri11 1"1.JJ] 6 IK>..a.vn11 Kai l8ei,8710"6.11 µov = ,, lJJnn,, 1.J:J 
(Vol.); .SS om.n,:i.-,,J Gr.adds H,.-~Nn•J] 6 t11 r,;i ofK'IJ"011=1'\':J:J 
r1N (so also Gr.); I, in templo meo.-11Nic,J 6 Arab,, and one cod. of Kenn. 
have I p. sg. suff.; et:, 'A., l:., 0. suff. 3 p. sg. (so also Gr.), -011>1] Oort (Em.) 
and Marti om. 1.-uov] 6 1rpos aVTous = cncp (Vol.). Read,with ,SS,~. 
lop; so 'A., l:., 0., 6'\ and also Dathe, Oort (ThT. and Em.), We., Beer 
(ZA W. XIII. 285), Val., Gu., Loft., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti. -6. n,n,1] Oort 
( Th T. and Em.) om. 1 (so Val., Oet., Marti).-,,,1 :w,,] 8 l<l'-ra., µ11' = 1 ny:,:; 
.$, 0. take ·r as 3 p. sg. of vb, with suff. Gr. ·r Nm(?). Hal. .,,;1 ,.,.-7. ,,n,iiJ] 
.SSB' = ·N-,~ (so also Oet.), or 'N7 (so also Gr.). Marti, :,,~.;~~--:i,ivri] We. 
J.'Wl'\(?).-,civ] Gr. '1011'1'\,-m;,] 6 i-y-ylj'e = :i,1~.-8. lJlJ.J} Seb. JJlJ.J.J (so 
Gr, (or 'JJ.'lJJ)),-;,ii,i,~] F ta/umniam. Read, with We., Now., and Marti, 
:,pf,. Gr. ,:vl, or i•:vv,.-9. ii:N•i] Gr. om. 1.-'~ 11~] 8 a11a.,;vx'f/11 
,JUlur,;;; 'A. clMllq>e>.is avri; ll' idolu111 tnihi; .$ ~~ ..:::.. Gr.,, 11n,-
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,,] ! = '')-'J.''.l'] Read, with 6, o! 1r61101 a1'-To0, ''J.''l' (so We., Gr., Beer 
(ZA W, XIII. 288), Val., Now., Oet., Marti). -11110•] 6 eup'IIJ-fitrovra1 

= 111~~: (so also Gr., Oort); 55 ~--PV •?] 6 a{m;i 111' d.li,iclat = I~ 

Cl'l1J.'J; 55 (~ ..:::,. = JW' ,,, Read, with Gr. and Now., 11;,S 1S. We. 
11~ (so Beer, Oet., Marti). Oort, 1')(12 ,',. Oet. sugg. IJ'J!~. - Nl:ln '111'N] Read, 
with 6, .ts ,/µa.pro, N~Q '11.?N (so also We., Gr., Beer, Val., Now., Oet.), Oet, 
Nl:ln ,t!:!~)(?).~10. 1''1NT.l] 6 inserts ama-ybv (H = 1'fl''J.'/"I, before 'NO (so 
Oort (Em.)); 55 inserts ~l? = 11mm:, '11.?N (Seb,); so m;. -c•S/"INJ] 
Gardner, 1•n',11::i.-,;10 •o•:,] m; c,p •01•:, = O~i?. 'l;\'~ (so Marti). Perles (Ana
lekten, 44), iv.. ,o,,. Gardner, ,;,r.i:,, Gr. and· Now., o,,J.' ,o,, (cf. Mi. 71U). 
Bu. (New World, Dec. 's,5) and We.3 1'"1ill •o•:,.-11. Sv] We. and Now., S11, 
-prn] 655 pl.-,,,] 6 pl. Gr. ,,::i,.-m>iN] 6 wµ.o,w/JT)v = :,i;,Jtt as in ,. ' .. 
Is.141' (Vol.); 1J assimilatus sum; 55 I>...:ao?.l.j. Gr. nw,01(?). Hal. S!t~~-

Oet. :i~~ n1n~, taking first word of v.12 ,;ith -~.11 (cf. 46), Cf. We. Marti, 
n19~.-12, PV "lJ.'?J ON] 6 el /J,1/ ra;>..a<io itrnv = )'N 'J ON; so 0. Read, 
with 55, ~I-:: ~• 'V '?JJ (so We., Now., Marti). Oort ( TkT.), 'N SJSJ CIN, 
foll. Complutensian, ra;>..-yaXa; Oort (Em.) om. ON, Gr. JlN l"l'JI 'J 011.-111 
,,n NW] 655'.IJW, 'A., and 2:. join with foll. clause. 55 reads 11,w, and with 2:, 
om. 1•n. Gr. en 'II' 111. We. 1WJ1 ·iv '1N, of which WJ) is to be adopted (v.i.; 
so Marti). Now. sugg. ,,n, for\,:, and would transp. it to l2b, -c,,,iv ?J?JJ 
1n::i1] 6 iv ra;>..acl:1111.pxovres /Jua-uitovres = o•i:,;ii 0''!o/ 'JJ (Vol.); several codd, 
of 6, with Complutensian and Syr,-Hex., ra;>..-ya;;>..o,r; 'A. /Jvtruifovres; '.I] in 

► V i? ► '" Ga/gal bobus immolanus; S ~~7 1Lr..c-i 'XL. •~ ; ~ l)l!P7 (for 
Cl•'1111'). Read, with Hi., c•:!t:? (so We., Now.,%0ort (Em.), Oet., Marti), 
Gr. o•~iF~--cmn:no] $ 2 pl. suff. -c•SJ] (!J xe;>..wva,; cf. 0. on Ee. 128 and 
Nestle (Exp. Times, XIV. 189). -13. ,ow] Gr. adds pHi, foll. m;. -14. N1JJJ) 
.SS pl.-,oivi] Gr. "1J21¥~--11>- 0•;,~:i] Oet. \0•)1;,;:,.-D1'11'101"1] 6 KO.! 1rapwp-y1• 

V • 

,rev; S r'°r'°c, Oet, 1n'J~~;!•-1•oi1] 6.$'.IJ sg. Oet, om. ],-,,Sp] Oet. 
~Jt--11'11:l'] 6 l1<x111J,ja-era1; '.B" veniet: $ ~1:..t Gr. -,1r,i:. Oet. IJUN'1.
l'l'1N] 6 om. suff. Oort (TkT. and Em.) transp. to foll, o•'11lN, Marti reads 
v,l¼, 1, ::i•r~ 1l'ID'Vll -:,etp~ '''JI 1'1:)il SN'11t'1 ·~~~pl 'II 'l~'l1=/::1• 

m. 1. The past is here, as in other discourses, uppermost in 
the prophet's mind. Ephraim has compassed me with lies, and 
the house of Israel with deceit] Yahweh is the speaker, and 
he speaks out of an environment made up of Ephraim's lies, for 
these lies are so many as wholly to compass him about. Not 
infrequently has the charge been made, and with these same 
words, WM::l and :,b-,e ( cf. 42 67 7u. 13 ro'· 13). The lies and de
ceit have to do with Yahweh, for in another strophe their cheating 
of each other is taken up. Israel is false to Yahweh whenever 
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she turns to Egypt or Assyria, just as a wife is false to her 
husband in joining with another man. With TOM!:) may be com
pared "lJ!:l, Je. 511 ; and ll!t'ti, Is. 5918 ; while the opposite of all 
these words is r,~~- " Ephraim " and " the house of Israel " 
are synonymous. -And Judah i's still known with God] The 
question is, have the words of u a good sense, and are they 
then from a later hand (for no motive can be conceived for 
Hosea's inserting here a eulogy of Judah); or have they a bad 
sense, and are they then really from Hosea's own hand ? ~in: 
',!:I c;, "11 -,i, is difficult. The verb .,,., occurs only here and in 
Je. 2 81 Gn. 2740 Ps. 558• It has been taken ( 1) as = :,,-, = ',It'~, · 
rule; i.e. only Judah rules with God ( = only J udah's kings have 
power with God);* (2) Judah still serves his God; (3) with 
"IP instead of -,i, and ,., = .,.,., come down, Judas au/em testis 
descendit cum deo; t (4) as = Arab. rdda = rove about, stagger, 
waver, hesitate, be wayward with God; t (5) as= ll,.,, so {lj (v.s.) 
= and as for Judah, God knows them now ; but as Nowack 
says, neither is ~!,' intelligible, nor do we expect a statement 
of this sort after v.1a; (6) as= 121~, but Judah is still known 
( = betrothed, affianced) with God, which accords well with the 
following line ; § ( 7) as = rebellious ; II ( 8) as = !:l"'), great; ,r 
(9) but Judah walks tremblingly with God;** (10) an.d still 
God knows them, Judah being a later addition.tt-And with the 
holy one faithful] This seems upon the whole the most satis
factory interpretation of another difficult clause. i~K, followed 
by Cl) is unknown; but cf. Ps. 788 (r,~ •,). The plural in C'ID"li' 
is like that of c•,-,',K ; cf. Pr. 910 308• The absence of the article 
indicates that it is used as a proper noun. This construction 
is preferable to ( 1) that which makes i~K, an adjective modifying 
C'ID"li' H (although this is possible if C"TD.,i' is regarded as an 
intensive plural; cf. Ps. 710 Is. 194), because the parallelism is 
preserved; or (2) that which makes C'!C"li' plural, and refers it to 
angels, saints, patriarchs, prophets, etc.;§§ or (3) {liS, which seems 
to have read "l~K, ?K[',J C'ID"li' Clli (v.s.); or (4) the reading 1111 

• Rashi, Ki., Cal., Pu., AV. t 11. 
:t Bauer, Schro., Ew., Hi., Hd., Ke., Wii., Or., Che,, BSZ.; Co. ZA W. VII. 287. 
§ Marti, Rei, 119; Now. ,r Brull, Gr. tt Bewer. H Jer. 
ll Hal. ff Che. (Exp.) v.s. :t:t Wii, 1111 Bockel. 
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:,,.,, CK,, i.e. oracle of Yahweh, for 1~11,, or, perhaps, worst of 
all, (S) the reading -,~:p C'Wii? c;, "and with temple-prostitutes 
joined himself," * refer;ing to the custom of having such attend
ants at the temples (cf. Nu. 25.?,-I; Dt. 2s11-18 Gn. 3SM- 2u 2 Ho. 414). 

The chief grounds urged for this reading are (1) the parallelism 
thus secured between 10 and 1c1; (2) the "l~K, of @, which is conG 
sidered an intermediate form between the original -,~:::u and J~K,; 
(3) the fact that .,~~ in the only other places it occurs is used 
of a licentious cult (Nu. 258.S Ps. 10628) ; (4) in the only other 
passages where C'Wjj? are mentioned ( 1 K. 1424 1512 2246 2 K. 2i), 
they are connected with Judah as here. In favor of regarding 
n as late t may be urged, therefore, ( 1) the favorable estimate 
given of Judah, which Hosea could have had no occasion to utter; 
(2) the evident interruption made by u in the prophet's state
ment concerning Israel, which is continued in v.2 ; (3) the 
peculiar, late usage seen in C'!t'.,i' (as plural and proper name). 
Other renderings based on emendations (v.s.) are: (1) and with 
the Holy One is not faithful; t (2) and the people of the Holy 
One it is called ; § (3) and with temple-prostitutes is defiled. II 
- 2. Ephraim herds the wind, and hunts the sirocco J Ephiaim 
is a shepherd, a hunter ; but is the outcome of his occupation 
profitable ? His time is spent in herding - not flocks, but 
the wind, in hunting- not game, but the sirocco, the deadly 
southeast wind, -,r which in its course destroys everything that 
it touches (cf. Ez. 1710 Jon. 48 Ho. 1315 Is. 278). The outcome 
of Ephraim's activity is, according to the figure, something ab
solutely void and empty ; still more, something which is, in 
itself, not only useless, but fatally injurious. This use of :"IP."'1 is 
bold and strong, but not too much so for Hosea ; so that 
(1) Wellhausen's comparison of :"l!f1 (cf. Jb. 2010), seek the Javor 
of, is unnecessary, although it is supported by the parallelism ; 
(2) we are reminded of the t11"1 l"l~ll"I of Ecclesiastes; (3) the 

* Co. ZA W. VII. 286-289; adopted by We., but opposed by Oort, ThT. 
XXIV. 498f. 

tSo We. Pro!. 417; Oort, ThT.; Gu., GAS., Now.; Marti, Rei. ng, EB. II. 
2122, and Dodekapropketon. t Hal. § Gr., Bewer; cf. l!li. II Oet. 

OJ Cf. Wetzstein in De. Job, on 2721 ; GAS, H4t. Geog. 67-69; Robinso11a 
F'k)'S, Geog. 305 f, 
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Jewish interpretation, idolatry,• is too specific; (4) "friend o( 
the wind" t is forced; (5) there is here a touch of "Wisdom," 
but Hosea is full of wisdom-thought (v. on 149). -All day long 
they multt'ply falsehood and fraud] This line explains the pre
ceding; without cessation the activity goes on, but the result 
is that they increase (1::l"1' for , :,::l-,, t) falsehood (£.e. a false atti
tude toward Yahweh,§ not simply toward one another II) and 
fraud (N1~ being substituted for :11:l!H!l:: ,i.;, cf. (lj ,If'; since "vio
lence " is not appropriate here, and the combination of falsehood 
and violence does not elsewhere occur). 1 - They strike bargains 
with Assyn·a, and carry oil to Egypt] Here the thought of the 
prophet becomes still more clear and explicit. Ephraim's activity 
was fruitless and injurious ; it was false and deceptive ; but how 
so ? Because it involved relationship with and dependence upon 
other nations, and consequently acknowledgment of those nations' 
gods. Of the four expressions for entering into covenant, or 
alliance with, n'"i::l C'j,:i, or Jrn, or c,iv, or r,-,:i, the latter is 
chosen (cf. 5IB 711 Is. 26). Oil, one of the most important products 
of Palestine (Dt. 88 1 K. 511 Ez. 1619 2i7), was carried to Egypt, 
which had no oil, as a present (Is. 579) and as an article of 
commerce.** Here the former is intended. Read ::l'i n',.:;ii• tt 
instead of ::l,.,, : ',~1'. It would be difficult to find a more in
teresting parallel than is furnished for this verse in almost every 
particular by Is. 306• The great sin is against Yahweh, and 
consists in alliance with foreign powers, which involves distrust 
of and faithlessness toward Yahweh. This is seeking for wind 
and multiplying of falsehood. And for this reason, - 3. Yahweh 
has a quarrel with Israel, to punish Jacob according to his 
ways] It is impossible to suppose that Judah is here spoken 
of, because ( 1) Judah is not in the thought of the prophet 
here, nor often elsewhere, but v. p. clix ; ( 2) if the text is cor
rect, Judah is given the place of prominence, even before Jacob 

• Rashi, Ki. t Now., We. 
t Rashi, Oort (v.s.). § Hd., Ke., Now., etal. 0 Hi., Sim, 
'If Che., We., Now., GAS. On the use of Nl!V cf. Coffin, jBL. xrx. r68-171. 
•• See Macalister, art." Oil," DB.; Kennedy, art." Oil," EB. 

, tt We., Loft., Now,, GAS.; on basis of ®', and to secure uniformity of verbal 
form in 1:i,,, m-,,;,,, 1S:i1•. 
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(Cheyne's suggestion that Jacob is here used for Judah, as in 
Ps. 77M, is plainly incorrect) ; (3) to accept the text is to accept 
the impossible combination, viz. Yahweh has a strife with Judah 
(even) in order to punish Jacob (for (a) @ thus omits, with 
ii'Ei',i, and (b) if retained, it must be rendered as above unless 
the verse is assigned to a later period of the language, in which 
the construction with ', is used to continue the ordinary imper
fect*). We must, therefore, understand that some one changed 
the original text, substituting Judah for Israel, perhaps when 11, 

which refers to Judah, was inserted. t With the phraseology 
here, cf. 41 Mi. 62• The omission of, before ii'ti', (cf. (fj and 
statement above) make., the second member dependent on the 
first; i.e. the purpose of the contention is to punish Israel, and 
this is to be measured accordz"ng to his ways,- z".e. in return for 
and in proportion to his faithless conduct toward Yahweh. The 
prophet desires to place special emphasis on the basis of judg
ment which Yahweh will adopt, and to that end adopts a double 
and striking rhetorical method of expression, repeating sub
stantially what he has just said, and then illustrating the state
ment by a significant example. This he proceeds to do in the 
next two members of the parallelism. t -According to hz"s deeds he 
wilt requite him (- 4 a) ; in the womb he supplanted his brother] 
The two clauses expressing the same thought are arranged 
chiastically, and are followed suddenly and strikingly by a state
ment concerning Israel's ancestor, Jacob, handed down by 
tradition, which in a single stroke both announces and explains 
the whole case. Jacob's supplanting of his brother in the womb 
before birth indicates that fatal characteristic of the nation 
which, as exhibited again and again in its history, has now 
reached the point at which punishment must be administered. 
This reference to traditional lore clearly carries with it reproach 
( cf. the unfavorable sense in which the same verb is used, 
Gn. 2736), and stigmatizes the nation as deceitful and untrust-

* GK. 114p; H. 29, Sa. t We., Now., GAS. 
! In view of the peculiarly symmetrical and artistic expression found in this 

sectinn, and of its highly poetic character, one wonders whether Che. was not 
sleeping when he wrote (p. 113) in connection with chap. 12, "Again poetry is 
dispelled by prose.'' 
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worthy. In evident contrast with this single line, the long addi
tion in vs.4 1>-1 is occupied in the praise of Israel. !:li'll is rendered 
( 1) " took by the heel," on the basis of !:lj:)ll M!Mlt ,,.,, ( Gn. 2 5211), 

"and his hand was having hold of Esau's heel"; ( 2) "sup
planted," on basis of Gn. 2736, i.e. Jacob's supplanting (!:li'll) Esau 
twice, in the matter of the birthright and the blessing. But two 
things are clear : ( 1) there is no basis for the rendering " took 
by the heel " ; ( 2) the word ~!:l!:l used with !:lj'll indicates a 
source of authority distinct from the two Genesis sources.• The 
statement, therefore, is to be taken as an additional reproach 
upon Israel, and as indicating that his deceptive character 
is inborn and ineradicable ; • in distinction from the view 
which makes this clause a statement of praise uttered of the 
ancestor Jacob (in contrast with the degraded condition of his 
descendants), since, even before birth he showed his pre
eminence, how he was destined to anticipate his brother; t for 
in this case the prophet would surely have designated as sub
ject of h the patriarch Jacob in distinction from the people 
Jacob; or (3) the view that this "catching hold of Esau's 
heel " was presented to Israel in order to encourage and 
stimulate them, and to show that not merit but the mercy of 
God was the source of the preeminence. t Of the three views, 
the first interprets the statement concerning Jacob as bad and 
in accord with what has been said of Israel; the second and 
third, as good, but as in contrast with what has been said. -
13. And Jacob fled to the field of A ram] This verse seems 
unquestionably to stand with 40-1• § Like these verses it is his
torical, and like them it is commendatory in its tone. The 
abruptness of v.13 was observed as far back as Rashi. Cf. Gn. 27f3 

282, for the fuller account. The phrase "field of Aram" is a 
translation of the word Patlan- ( or Paddan-) Aram. -And Israel 
served/or a wife, and/or a wife he herded (sheq;)] Cf. Gn. 291s-ai 

3031 313S-11• N owack's suggestion of a contrast between "wife " 
and "prophet" (cf. v.14) is imaginary, and disappears with the 
separation of the two verses. -4b. Jn his man's strength he 

• Now. t Ew., Wii., Che. t Cal., Ros.; Beer, ZAW. XIII. 28I-ll!)3, 
§ Cf. Now., Oet.; Grimm, l,i/, App. 74--'17• 
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tbnlended with God] :,-,w is also rendered "wrestled,"• "had 
power with." t As the writer puts together :ij,ll' and :ii'll, "sup
plant," so also ',K-,W' and :,-,w, "contend." The pun is evident 
(cf. Mi. 1 10· 14). Note that (1) the, of ,~iK:i, is a dittograph of 
the , of the preceding 1'MK, dating, of course, from a time subse
quent to the disarrangement of the original order ; ( 2) this line is 
parallel with that which follows, not with that which precedes; 
(3) it is the first of four lines in close connection with each 
other; (4) the contest with God (or the angel), occurring on 
the return from being with Laban (Gn. 322.1), is here placed 
first in order, whereas in Genesis, the Bethel story, occurring 
on his outward trip (v.i.) precedes; (5) whatever specific inter
pretation is adopted of these four lines, it is understood to be 
praise of the patriarch Jacob. On i~iK:i v.i. Cl'n',K designates 
any form of superhuman character: ( r) as here, angel; ( 2) dis
embodied spirits (r S. 2813); (3) judges, as representing God 
(Ex. 2 2 8· 9). This line praises Jacob, and is therefore incon
sistent with 4a; yet some make 4 b synonymous with h, t and 
understand the change to have taken place at the beginning of 
v.5• - 5. Yea, he contended with the angel and prevailed] The 
poetical repetition of the preceding line, with one modification 
(angel for God) and one addition (the fact that he prevailed). 
For ',~ read l"\K. § 7K',~ = c•:i',K; cf. Gn. 1610 and 171a-20 Ex. 1321 

and 1419 ; and so in pre-exilic literature in general. II It is E 
who in the Hexateuch makes large use of angels (cf. Gn. 2117 

2211 28u 3111 321·2 Ex. 2J3°).,r Of course it was Jacob who pre
vailed (',::i•i) and not the angel.** Here the thought is that of 
praise, i.e. the persistency and energy with which the patriarch 
sought the divine blessing (cf. Gn. 32~). -He wept and besought 
mercy of him] i.e. Jacob wept. While (fiS makes both Jacob and 
the angel weep, and :ill!H[ only Jacob, J (Gn. 3224-32) says nothing 
about weeping. Jacob's attitude is exactly that which the writer 
would have Israel adopt, viz. anxiety, sorrow, and repentance, 
not victory. But is this consistent with the thought of 4a? Is it, 
moreover, the point of view maintained in Gn. 3225 ? -At Bethel 

• Ew. t AV., RV. ! Or. § Now. 11 G. B. Gray, art." Angel," EB. 
~ My statement, Hebraica, V. 261; cf. Carpenter and Battersby, The He:rateuch, 

I, II2 f. ff Hi. 
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he met him (Yahweh) and there he (Yahweh) spoke with him] Cl. 
Gn. 2811 1t 359 lf·. .S him, is better than us (v.s.), (cf. Ewald, who 
on the other hand ( 1) treats ~) of mt:.i:~• as 1st pl., not 3rd sg., 
(2) makes Yahweh subject* and not object, and (3) makes the 
imperfects futures (in prediction) and not vivid pictures from past 
history). Here is an allusion to Jacob's dream, but the point 
of view is different from that of Gn. 28. That vs.°"-5 present 
a different and conflicting point of view as compared with vs.2·h is 
apparent. The unfavorable !:li,'11 of h is changed into a favorable 
term, :,-,,z.,, in °, and this favorable point of view is maintained 
through v.6 in striking contrast with the condemnation expressed 
in vs.240• -6. And Yahweh zs God of Hosts,- Yahweh is his 
name] This is an interjectional gloss or addition from the hand 
of some pious reader of very late days t (the , being confirmatory 
of what precedes, and practically = as truly as t) rather than 
the subject (i being omitted) of the preceding -,::i,-, § for this 
gives a cumbersome set of clauses for subject, and the , of :,r,ac, 
does not fit in. His memorial,· i.e. his name, cf. Ex. 316• -

7. So thou by the helj> of thy God shouldst turn back] The 
address is to Jacob II (these being the words spoken at Bethel, 
the clause being the object of ,:ii• (v.5)), rather than to Israel; ,r 
it has the tone and the coloring of the later times. By thy 
God, i.e. by his help,** rather than to thy God, tt or in thy God, 
i.e. "such being the character of God, who lets himself be won 
by wrestling prayer, return thou to thy God and rest in him" ; U 
but none of these explanations is wholly satisfactory. Cf. Well
hausen's suggestion (v.s.), thou shalt swear (Gn. 21 23 Dt. 613 rn~). 
Halevy urges in defence ofv.6 that Hosea, after sharply contrasting 
Israel's present dispirited and feeble state with the energy and 
courage of their early days (vs.hnd5), continues in v.6 by assuring; 
them that Yahweh is the God of armies and is able to defend 
the weakest against the strongest ; therefore they should call 
on him (reading ~i:i!, imv.) instead of appealing to outside 
nations.-Keep kindness and justice] In relation to men, cf. 

•So Sim. 
t So We., Volz, GAS., Now. 
• BDB. 253; cf. Am. ~ Is. 5&. 
§ Oort, VaL 

II Hi., We., Now. 
"J Ma., Hd.,Sim,, Ke., Schm.,GAS.,efal. 
"'* Hi., GAS. 
ft AV., RV., Sim., et al. 1! Che. 
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Ho. 41'. 6a Am. 5'· 10-i~.u.-Andwaiton thy God without aasing] 
i.e. cultivate absolute faithfulness, cf. 1112 91 u 7 7u. Nowack 
calls attention to the difficulty of taking v.7 as an address to 
Israel, and suggests that were such the case, the verse must be 
regarded as from another writer than the author of 0 ~. In 
favor of regarding vs!l-1 as a later addition* he urges (1) the 
poor connection between 4a and O ; ( 2) the extraordinary re
versal of the historical order of events in the narrative of Jacob's 
life; (3) the bad connection of v.6 with v.5 ; (4) the fact that 
v.8 continues the thought of v!". This addition was occasioned 
by the fact that one of the patriarchs was represent~d in the 
original narrative in an unfavorable light, altogether at variance 
with the ordinary view of the patriarchs. Effort has been made 
to interpret vs.1-7 as a unit,t thus: Ephraim on account of his 
persistent sins is threatened with punishment from Yahweh. 
His ancestor Jacob should be his example. Jacob sinned once 
(vie. J!.O::i::i); but afterwards in sorrow and anguish he returned to 
God Giiw im(::i), who received him graciously and promised him 
aid on certain conditions. But this interpretation implies an 
unnatural contrast between JIQ::i::i and mK::i. 

1. •JJJD] On extended (or uncontracted) form cf. GK. 67 a.-,,] The 
possibilities of this word are very great in view of the several roots from 
which these consonants might be taken; ~.g. "t'li (cf. Ps. 1442 Is. 451), n"t, 
(v.s.), "!"I' (v.s.), "\l"\ (v.s.), but the corruption of the text seems certain. -
o,iu,p] The intensive plural Most Holy One, H. 3, 2 e; GK, 124 h; see 
especiallyKo.348d; cf. 263d. Chiastic with S1rov.-10Ni] Foll.o•wijl as 
predicate of n,,n,. -2. ,~-,,] Or 1l:,,J1', with ', of pers.; cf. Ps. 6830 7612; for 
other cases of final 1 connected wrongly with following word, v. Je. 22u, , 'l1~n 
= ,,i,Sn; 1 S. 1421, o,, J 1JD = o, lJJD; Je. 1711, NS1 "11.l'V = Ni, ,,iuv; cf. Dr. 
Sm, xxxf.-3. 'li'D',,] Cf. GK. n4p; also IJ4r; Ka. 4r3v; but v.s.-
4. l"l"tlt'] Only here and Gn. 3229 ; in one case ov is the preposition, in the 
other l'lN. On the connection of ~w,w with this root, cf. BDB., BSZ.; Nestle, 

"'Cf. We.8 (suspects 5-7), Sm. Rei. 215 (rejects 1), Volz (who considers 0-7 an 
archaeological note from a learned reader), Grimm (who rejects 4-1 as a" liturgical 
appendix"), Wkl. Gl. I. 59 (makes H late), St:l.rk, Studien z. Religions- u. 
sprackgesckicMe d. A. T. II. 8ff. (rejects 4~7), and Luther, ZAW. XXI. &] 
(makes5-7 late). Marti om. 80.o-1 as later additions. 

t Beer, ZA W XV. 281 ff. ; Procksch, Gesckicklsbetracktung u. geschicktlidl 
Ulurlieferung oei den vore:ril. Propk. (1902), 19-23. 
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br. Eigennamen, 6o ff.; Gray, Hebr. Prap. Names, 218; Che. EE. 23rr; 
Dr. DB. II. 530. - 5 . .,,,,,] Generally treated as Qal. impf. of "1-1~, a cognate 
of :'1"111' (v.s.); GK. 72 t. The prep. ,N is hardly appropriate, and in view 
of Gn. 32)111 nN is preferable (v.s., We.).-,~;,] With, for 1, and, because 
of Zaqeph qaton; on form, GK. 69 r; cf. 53 u. -,Nn')] Acc. of place ; 
Ko. 33ok.-u~Fl'} For either ,,;, or 1l (v.s.); on impf., Ko. 157 b.-
6. mn,1] This l is almost the Arab. waw of the oath (v.s.); cf. BDB., also 
H. 44, Id, rm.; Ew.8 § 340, 3.-'J ·SN] The full form of the divine title; 
cf. Lohr, Untersuch. z. B. Amos, 39 ff.; Ko. 295 i.-1. mp] For the use 
of this word in Psalms, cf. Ps. 2714 3784. 

8. Canaan!] Strophe 2 begins in a startling fashion, with the 
derogatory epithet- Canaan.* The thought is a direct contin
uation of strophe I e-4a). This strophe shows no recognition of 
the personal story of Jacob in vs.13. 41-1. There is no reason for 
supposing, as does Nowack, that after 4a there originally existed 
a line or sentence which explained 4a, for 4a needs no explanation ; 
it is on account of its perspicuity and suggestiveness that the later 
writer is led to give in contrast with it the interesting traditions 
which point to another conception of Jacob's character. V.8 

follows 4a most fitly. Canaan is not ( 1) an address, direct or 
indirect, to the Canaanites or Phoenicians, whose reputation for 
dishonesty was widely known ; t nor (2) a common noun, mer
chant; t but (3) a proper noun used as a figurative epithet for 
degenerate Israel, and equivalent to merchant, for the work of 
merchandising in the cities had been in the hands of Canaanites 
so long that " Canaanite " had become a synonym for " mer
chant" (Pr. 3124 Jb. 416, also Zp. 111 Ez. 174 ; cf. ~i,~::: = wares, 
J e. 1017). In the same way "Chaldean" and "astrologer" became 
synonymous. To be rejected are (1) the making of JL'~::J an 
appositive of Ephraim (v.9); § (2) its treatment as a vocative; II 
in favor of (3) the construction as an independent nominative or 
accusative. - In his hand are false balances, he loves to defraud] 
Cf. Am. 2 6 851 • !:lj,v1, ( cf. 4a), to defraud, should be read 1 instead 
of j,!t'l'r,, to oppress, since the latter idea is not under consideration. 

• On the etymological meaning, see Moore, PAOS., 1890, pp. lxvii-lxx; GAS. 
HG, 4f.; Buhl, Pal. §42; M. Jastrow, Jr., art." Canaan," §6, EB. 

t Cf. Odys. XIV. 290, 291, and the Latin ftdes Punica. II Cal. 
l «, Rashi, Marek, Ros., AV. § Boeke]. 'If We., Now. 
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The second line (two words) seems lacking in proportion, the 
preceding line having four words; but as suggested above, this 
strophe seems to have the elegiac movement (3 + 2) ; it is surely 
an elegy in its tone. - 9. And does Ephraim say, Yes, but I 
have become n"ch ,· I have secured for myse{f wealth] This verst 
contains ( 1) Israel's supposed reply to the charge of deceit 
and dishonesty; together with which comes (2) Yahweh's reply 
concerning the gains thus unrighteously acquired ; * and not a 
continued statement by Israel that his wealth will not be reckoned 
as sin. t Israel's reply is of the self-congratulatory order, and 
furnishes his defence for this apparent dishonesty toward God and 
man (cf. Zc. u 5). .,~N•i = and has Ephraim said! i.e. a con
dition ( cf. Ps. 10428 tr"). °:JN is not asseverative = surely, indeed; t 
but restrictive, and in contrast with what precedes = howbeit, 
still, yes, but, with something of astonishment on the part of the 
speaker that such charges should be made.§ Israel's defence is 
twofold: (a) I am prosperous, that's enough; (b) I have obtained 
my wealth by my own efforts, and neither by the help of God U 
nor as a Canaanite (trafficker), cf. Zc. 1421. ynt (=strength v.4) 

must here be taken ( cf. l;,•n) in sense of "wealth" ( cf. Jb. 2010) ; 

cf. also the reading n~, idol, of lJ'.- ( Let him know) that all his 
gains are insufficient for the guilt which he has incurred] This ren
dering rests on 8 and differs from ~~ in (a) substituting, (3d 
pers.) for ' (1st pers.); (b) in prefixing the preposition', to Ji~; 
(c) in reading ~i,, 1 pf. 3 rn. sg., for N~r:,. iN:m', here without 
the ,, (sufficiency), which is the fuller c~nstruction; cf. Lv. 128 

25211· 28 (with •i) and Ju. 2114 ** Nu. n 22.tt Cf. also the interesting 
play on N:lt~ between 9G and 9~. ~~ has been rendered (1) all my 
profits shall bring me no iniquity which is sin,· ft ( 2) as for aU 
my profits, etc.;§§ (3) they will not find in all my profits, etc.,- BI 
but whatever the specific rendering, two fatal objections present 
themselves: (a) these words furnish the basis of v.10, and must 
be a part of the divine rejoinder, not the continuation of Israel's 
defence, and must have the tone (as these do) of punishment; 
(b) there is implied an "unnatural distinction between iniquity 

• Cf. Che., We., Now., Oet. 'II We., Che., Now. 1t So Wll. 
tCal., Hi., Ew., Pu., Or., et al • .. So BOB., and GFM. in loc, §9 Mau. 
t Che. § WU. il AE. tt Also Now. Ull AE. 

2C 
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and sin." • -10. For I, Yahweh J :,i:,• •:>)~ is not an independent 
sentence, t but the subject of 1::i•tviit. :j: - Thy God from the land 
of Egypt] Cf. 1J4; the God who brought you up out of Egypt, 
who has since that day remained the same, and, therefore, has 
given no just cause for your unfaithfulness. - Will again make 
thee to dwell in tentr J Is it a promise or a threat? ( 1) A promise § 
that they will yet be delivered out of the degraded and dishonest 
national life of the present into the pure, simple, and beautiful 
life of primitive times, before the curse of civilization had pro
duced its dire results; i.e. "although it is true that Israel has 
incurred condemnation, I, being the same that I have been from 
the beginning of their history, will deliver them, and cause them 
to renew their joy before roe." This view is supported (a) by 
that interpretation of '1ll'ib 'b':> (v.i.) which makes it represent an 
occasion of joy; (b) by the absence of any definite reference in 
this verse to the wilderness ; (c) by the actual case of the Rechab
ites, whose ideal it was thus to live apart from civilization (Je. 
356 ll'-); (d) by the fact that n 11 may be interpreted consistently 
with this; (e) by the combination in 2 K. 136 of the same ideas; 
viz. deliverance and dwelling in tents. n (2) A threatf that they 
will again be driven away from home and compelled as in the 
days of the wilderness to live in tents ; i.e. a wandering, nomadic 
life. Being the same God as of old, he will now punish as 
he punished in the past (Nu. 1426-3l). This view is supported 
(a) by the demands of the context, for what but a threat could 
be uttered after the heartless and defiant words of Israel as ex
pressed in 9<>? (b) by the analogy of 214, which is unquestionably 
a threat; and (c) by a correct understanding of '1ll'ib •b•::i (v.i.). 
The evidence clearly favors taking the statement thus, nor is it, 
as has been suggested, a threat with an indirect promise in the 
far distant future, an idea growing out of the analogy of the 
wilderness followed by deliverance;** or a suggestion that Yahweh 
"could destroy all this commercial civilization " ; tt it is rather the 
plain and definite prediction, in language borrowed from past 
history and used figuratively, of certain destruction. -As in the 

• Che. t Wii, :t Che. § Jer., K.i., Cal., Marek, Hd., Pu., Marti. 
II The late origin of 2 K. 13° is to be taken into consideration; cf. Benz., Kit. in lo&. 
'II Grolius, Dathe, Ew., Umb., Or., We., Now. ff Ke. tt GAS. 
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tfays of the festal a.rstntb(y] This phrase, in :fi)llm:: ,1n~ •~•:,, has 
received widely differing interpretations: (1) According to the 
appointed days, using -,i,,~ as an appellative== an adjective.* 
(2) = Feast of booths (Lv. 2i9-43 ; cf. 1 K. 1283 Dt. 3110), the 
time of "ingathering" ( cf. Ex. 2J16). The significance of this 
feast lay in the fact that it was an occasion of joy and thanks
giving, celebrating the completion of the harvest, and as such it 
was an expression of the characteristically Canaanitish idea that 
the deity was the lord, the ba'al of the land and the dispenser of 
its fruits. The dwelling in booths is explained by W. R. Smith 
as occasioned by the fear that the house and its contents should 
become taboo and unfit for ordinary use, through contact with 
the consecrated person of the worshipper during the progress of 
the feast; while Wellhausen attributes it to "the custom of the 
whole household, old and young, going out to the vineyard in 
time of harvest, and there camping out in the open air under 
the improvised shelter of booths made with branches." t That 
the feast was a reminder of the tent life of early days is, of course, 
a late idea (P). Wellhausen's objection that a feast character
ized by unlimited expressions of joy would not be appropriate 
to the wilderness is met by Cheyne's statement that life in tents in 
the feast-time was a matter of amusement, out-of-door sport; but 
in contrast, Israel will be compelled so to live, and this would be 
another matter. t (3) A national feast,§ i.e. a day of national 
assembling. (4) Days of appointed season, i.e. festivals (cf. 96 

La. 27·22). (5) Although the real wilderness-feast was the Passover 
( Ex. 428), it is to be remembered that there is no reference to 
dwelling in tents in connection with the Passover, II and nothing is 
known concerning the rites of this feast. In view of the difficulties 
involved in the interpretation of :fi)llm::, textual changes (v.s.) have 
been proposed, e.g., (r) Yet shall I bring thee back to thy God in 
the appointed time ; 1 ( 2) as in the days of thy youth;** (3) as 

*Ma. 
t On the feast of booths v. Now. Arck. II. r5off.; Benz. art, "Feasts," EB,; 

WRS. &m. note K; We. Pro!. 85, and my Constructive Studies in tke Priestly Ele
ment, §§ 96-ro6, 

t Mich., Bauer; also Grotius, Dathe (although regarding it as a threat (skall 
I longer cause tkem to dwell in l,ootks f) ). 

§ Hi. ll Cf. We., Now. ,t Gardner. ** We.8 ; cf. Perles. 
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in the days of old,* cf. :,n,t,v ci•::i, ,i""'11!l~ •~•~, 211, used of the 
times of the wilderness, and note the full significance which ii:o 
now receives. Wellhausen says that vs.11. 12 belong in another con
text and that there is no connection between them. The latter 
part of his statement is correct, the first part wrong. G. A. Smith 
says of vs.11•10, "I cannot trace the argument here." Marti treats 
vs.0 b-n. i 3. i 4 as later additions. If v.U is taken as introducing a new 
strophe, to be followed by v.1-1 and then by 12 (v.12 being placed 
before 4b and v.14 being regarded as a later addition from the same 
hand as vs.13. 4b-1), there is symmetry of artistic form, together 
with regular and close consecution of thought. - 11. And I 
spake by the prophets] As so frequently (cf. Am. 29 ff- Is. chap. 5) 
the prophet, before saying the last word, recatls the fact that 
earnest effort has been put forth to teach Israel the right things. 
This is a new thought in this piece, and quite appropriately 
introduces a new strophe ; close connection with either 10a or 
lOb. c is not to be expected ( cf. on the contrary Nowack). •r,-i::i,,, 
perfect with waw consecutive, expresses frequently repeated 
action, and I used to speak. ',v means kv, by the hand of, 
through; t no good reason exists for substituting ',I:' ; t cf., how
ever, i!r: 1:1;, and ('iS 1rp6,;. - For it was I who multiplied vision 
and by the hand of the prophets gave parables] Special em
phasis rests on " I."§ Parables, i.e. similitudes, sometimes 
implied, as in 910, at others, definite, 7H Is. 51-1• The sug
gestion to read II i~K :,~ii:' (taking t:IK from v.12, fflllr) is 
favored (a) by the parallel in 45 ; (b) by the non-occurrence 
of the absolute meaning use parables elsewhere for :,~,, (c) by 
the failure of t:IK to make sense at the beginning of v.12 ; (d) by 
the meaning of 12b which requires 12a to be absolute and not con
ditional ( cf. 68) ; ( e) by the easier interpretation of w, as well as 
iM::iT as historical perfects ; and (/) by the fact that the idea of 
destruction through a prophet is quite a common one (65); but 

* Gr., Now. t Cf. Kno. Propketismus, I. 201; Ke. in toe. t Now.H 
§ On visions, cf. Giesebrecht, Die Berufibegabung der Alttest. Propketen, 38-72; 

Duhm, Tkeol. 86 ff.; Maybaum, Die Entwickelung d. isr. Propk., r-6; Briggs, 
Mess. Propk. 17 f.; Sm. Rei. 82 ff.; Ko. Der Offenbarungsbegriff d. A. T. II. 9-00; 
Borchert, SK. 1895, pp. 217ff.; Kue, Prophets and Propkecy in Isr., 78-89; Schultz, 
O. T. Tkeol. I. 275--g, 281 ff. U Oet, 
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this is just the opposite idea from that which the prophet is 
trying to express ( cf. u~. m), and is consequently impossible. -
14. And by a prophet Yahweh brought Israel up from Egypt; 
and by a prophet he was shepherded] With v.12 following v.1&, 
and v.13 transferred to precede 4\ we have next v.14, which is 
a later insertion intended to state, still more fully and definitely 
than Hosea had done, how Yahweh had made use of prophets in 
Israel's instruction. This explains why in v.U the 1st person is 
used, but in v.14 the 3d, of Yahweh. In this verse, naturally, the 
idea of warning (so prominent in the original utterance) is absent. 
Although l:t'~l is indefinite, only one prophet is in mind, Moses 
(cf. Dt. 181B). Nowack's remarks (p. 76, foot) are no longer in 
place, because v.13 has nothing to do with vA It is possible that 
"10lt'l had a subject (e.g. Jacob), which has been lost; the short· 
ness of the line is noteworthy. For this use of "101V, cf. ls. 2111 

626• -15. Ephraim has given bitter provocation] I gave Israel 
instruction and warning in every possible way (v.11), and what is 
the result? Ephraim has, by his conduct, given me bitter provoca
tion ; literally, he has provoked bitterly, no object being expressed ; 
cf. r K. 21 22 2 K. 216.-And liis bloodshed he will leave upon liim] 
Nowack* is in error in demanding for lt'~l the meaning to sling, 
to cast down; its original use is to leave, let alone (cf. Ex. 2311 = let 
the field lie fallow; Nu. II31, and left (the quails) by the camp); 
so here Yahweh will leave t upon him (Ephraim) his bloodshed, 
i.e. his guilt for the acts of bloodshed, of whatever form (not, 
however, in connection with children offered to Maloch t) which 
he has committed (cf. 14 42). §-And his reproach his Lord will 
return to him] i.e. Yahweh will repay Israel (cf. Is. 657) for all 
reproach brought upon him (Yahweh), i in ir,El"1M being the ob
jective genitive; II or for the reproach of which Israel is guilty, , 
being a subjective genitive 1 (just as , in the parallel phrase ,,0,). 
-12. In Gilead is iniquity, only vanity they have wrought] The 
text is again corrupt. With Cl:t no sense can be made; perhaps 
we may read~-** After the analogy of t,i,El in 68 we may change 
,,:, to 1iDV.tt Only, nought but (cf. similar force in Nu. 122 Jb. 1913) 

* Also Ew., Che., BSZ. 
t Ke., Or. (thrust upon him); GAS., p. 303, seems to have overlooked this word. 
:t Hi. § BDB. II Che. 1 Wu., Now, ff~. Now. tt We, 
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is satisfactory, and the proposed change of 1K to i:w • is unneces• 
sary. Gilead is singled out, as in 68, as a place in which Israel's 
wickedness has especially manifested itself. CM of -~ has been 
taken (1) as introducing an ironical, or rhetorical, question, ls 
there iniquity in Gilgal? t ( 2) as a particle of asseveration= surely 
there i's wickedness in Gilgal; t (3) as a conditional particle,= 
if there i's iniquity in Gilgal. § - In Gilgal they sacnjice to demons] 
Cf. Dt. 3217 Ps. ro637• c•iw, for c•,iw (v.s.), the , having been 
dropped after the final ', of ',b.i. The difficulty with -~ is II 
(1) that the plural of ,,w appears only here; (2) that the sacri
ficing of oxen was nothing in itself reprehensible; (3) if the 
meaning is "sacrifice to oxen," we should expect C'i11t1', or, more 
in accordance with prophetic usage, c•1,.ii,1,; and, in any case, the 
worship of the calves is nowhere else mentioned as being con
ducted at Gilgal. @'s C''"I\, is clearly a misreading of , for ,. ,r 
The ordinary translations have been either ( 1) they sacrifice 
bullocks in Gilgal; ** i.e. they insult Yahweh by sacrificing in 
connection with idolatrous places (cf. 4"); or (2) they sacrifice 
to the bullocks in Gilgal, tt but nowhere else is '"111!1 used of the calf
worship. - So their altars shall be as stone-heaps among the fur
rows of the field] This is the consequence of it all (cf. Mi. 16) 

- a scene of desolation. The fulfilment is seen in 2 K. 15llll, 

concerning which event Tiglathpileser himself says in a badly 
broken passage, "The town of Gilead, .•• Abel [beth Maachah ?] 
••. which is a part of the land of bit-ij:umri [i.e. Samaria] •.. 
the broad, throughout its extent I added to the territory of 
Assyria; and established my officer as governor over them." H 

8. !VJ-'] On casus penckns as a genitive attribute of the following clause, 
cf. Ko. 341 h.- 1,~JI~] On use of~. H. 29, 4c. -11. •.:mn] Peculiar position, 
Ko. 339 n. -12. ct1] Retaining fllf{~, Ko. (389 p) makes this conditional in 
form, but causal in force. -1•:i1] Dr.(§ 136-y) and Ko. (415 t) treat this as an 

• We. § Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Or. 
t Cal., Pu. t Stuck, Hd. II Cf. Now. 
,r On demon-worship, cf. Di. and Dr. on Dt. 3211; Gray, art. " Demons," EB.; 

Che. on Ps. ro68i; WRS. Sem., v. Index; Baudissin, Studim zur sem. Rei. I. 130-36. 
** m:, Ke., Wii., et al. tt 11', Marek, et al. 
!!Annals, v. III. R, 10, 2, ls. 17ff.; cf. KB. II.3off.; KAT.2 264f.; Dr.in 

Hogarth's Autlu>rif)I and Ardiaeololf}', 9Bf. 
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apodosis expressing certain future. - ,,iv] On absence of art., KB. 293 a. -
13. n1V11JJ A good example of the J of price, or substitution, Kti. 3320.-
15. c,,,.,oriJ Adv. acc., Kti. 332 e; on pl., Kti, 262/, 

§ 17. The utter destruction of Israel. 131-11• Israel in the 
days of old stood high; but they sinned and died; and now grow 
worse and worse in their devotion to idols, treating them as gods 
(L 25· b) ; therefore, idolatrous through and through, they shall van
ish like cloud or dew, like chaff or smoke (20·3). It was I whores
cued them from Egypt; they have had no other god or saviour. 
It was I who cared for them in the wilderness, but the more 
prosperous they became, the farther they departed from me 
(u. 8). Therefore I will destroy them as if I were a wild beast 
-jackal, or leopard, or bear, or lion (1· 8). In this impending 
calamity, 0 Israel, who will help you? There will be no king to 
save you; for your kings, given in my anger, will be taken away 
in my wrath (9-11). 

The unity of this passage is evident; its symmetrical structure is more 
than usually marked. In five strophes (8 + 6 + 8 + 6 + 8) announcement 
is made of absolute destruction. The movement is trimeter, with occasional 
dimeters and tetrameters. Strophe I contrasts the honored Israel of the past 
with the fallen Israel of the present, all on account of faithlessness to Yahweh 
(vs.l,2a.b), Strophe 2 presents a picture of destruction,-an utter vanishing 
away, consequent on Israel's apostasy (vs.2c· 3), Strophe 3 contrasts Yahweh's 
love and care, as manifested in their past history, with their ungrateful atti
tude of neglect and forgetfulness in degree proportionate to the blessings 
granted them (vs,4- 5. 6). Strophe 4 presents a second picture of destruction
a horrible devouring, as of wild beasts (vs.7• 8). Strophe 5 announces sternly 
that no deliverance will be possible, since no leaders will remain to guide 
them (vs.9-11). No important modifications of the text are involved in this 
arrangement. 

1 . .,J,:i] 6 Kar& r~v M-yov = .,~';2; similarly 'A. - r,r,,J 6 a,Ka,C:.µq.ra 
= l'ljm, or, better, ri, (Aramaic) in pl. (Vol.); l:., 0. rpoµ.ov; 'A. ,t,plK.,,v; 
!6 fce11 ~f; = /'IQ~ with 'DN as subj. (Seb.). Gr. r,~~(?). Oort (ThT. and 

Em.) and Val. nJn Hal. 1"1['!:1,-N!Vl] S ~; lce11c = [mn]N\n ll'tl.'l (Seb.); 
similarly m;. Read, with S a~d Oort, 11,t,J (so We., Gr., Val., GAS., Now., 
Oet,). Oort (Em.) and Marti, Nlf'J-Nln] Gr. n,n(?).-Ctl.'N'1] 6 ,ral ll/ero 
aw<i = 012•~•1 (Vol.).-nr.•1] Gr. l!l10,1.-2. nri~J 6 om.-cmn:i] 6 Kar' 
elK6va; 'l:T quasi similitudinem; S ~~Cl!oo~ = cri•i:in~ (Seb.); cf. m;, One 
cod. of de R. Qrill:lm, Oort (ThT. and Em.), foll. 6, riiio~;, (so Gu., Loft.) or 
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n•i,n,. Ew, o~H!:'; (so Gr., GAS., Oet., Now.~). Hal, n;i,i;i~. Read, with 
We., Val., Now.1, oni1on~. - nS,] 8 <FVl'TETEAerrµha. = 111,; SS om, Several 
codd. of Kenn. anci'de

0 R. 1,~, and 6 codd. of Kenn. o,1)•(so Loft., Hal.).
o:i~J 8 joins with preceding. Read, with Sta. (ZA W. III. 12; so Briill, 
Jahrb. f. jud. Gesch. u. Lit. (1883); Gr.), o•:i~N, or, with Now. and We.8, 

insert o,:i~N before on~.-,n,r] 8 Ovrra.Te = m1;; 2:, Ovu,&.uare; l:T immolate. 
'7 is perhaps a fragment of an original line, D';ref~ o•i:i~i OJ:! (v.i.). Gr. •r.ir(?). 
Ru.'!:';!;, to be taken with o•ioN, which is to be rendered, they assign,_:.o,N] 
Dohm ( Theo!. 132), oi(?),-!li'lV'] 8 /1<}..e}..ol1rauw, with 'JJI as subj.; proba• 
bly derived from plli:' (Vol.); l:J adorantes; 0. 1rpo<FKVP7Jrrere; .55 c::::•zo t l',o 

-8. ,;o•] Oort, ipb• (so Gr., Now., Oet., Marti). -,,,,1-10] 8 &.1ro oa1<p614P 
-- ' () V = "f)~O (Vol.); 'A. cl.1ro K«Ta.p4KT0Uj .55 1..::.= ~.-4. ,,,,~N] Foll. this 

8 .inserts: "the one establishing the heavens and creating the earth, whose 
hands created all the host of the heavens, and I did not show them to thee in 
order that thou mightest follow after them; and I led thee," etc. On basis of 
8 and SS insert 1•nN:nn irvN; cf. Oort (Em,), who inserts ,,n,',;i.,:, (cf. 1210), -
Ii. 1•npi•] Read, with 8, l1rolµ.au,tiP ue, 1'l"i'JI, (so ,55, Seb., We., Gr., Gu., Loft., 
GAS,, Marti); cf. tr::.-)''1N,] Now. and Oet. insert 11n,v, before ·1-1,.
ni,1-1~n] 8 cio,K,)Tlf'; '.B" solitudinis; .55 J,cb..e P? Jt>.,Q;-,o, "a double rendering, 
the latter being a gloss from the Alexandrine transl." (Seb.). Gr. n,N~r;,.-
8. on,;i.,,o,] 8 1<cmi ra.r 110µ.a.r (~. sg.) a<lTwP; .55 \.Q.JJ b..o.::.;o, Oort (ThT. 
and Em.), on,p,o, joining it with v.6• We., Now., and Marti, 0l"llj)'1,. Gr. 
cn,i,,o:i, Hal. or:,•;,~ 10:i.-1y:irv] .Som.; 8 elr 1rAErTJJ.01'TJ"· Read, with Oort, 
~\'if (cf. 8); Oort offers an alternative, Jl~i:'~.-c:iS] 8 pl.-7. ,:,1-11] 8 Kal 
lcroµa, = :i.?t'l (so also We., Now., Oet., Marti), Gr.and GAS, '::'tn,-,1rv1-1] 
Read, with 8, 'Auuvplt4v, ,11lit1 (so .551:T, We., Val., Now., Oet.). Brull, Gr., 
Meinhold, Now.2, and Marti, ,prvN (cf. Je. 56), Hal. ciwi~. -8. S1.:rw] Oort, 
foll. 8 and '.B", n~1.:r:,.-c~.:rN1] 6 Kai ,ca.Tacpl,,-yo11Ta, awo~r = c~~~l (so also 
Oort, ThT. and Em.; Gu., Now., Marti) . .S '¾.=J.lo = D??li'J or c~f~! (Seb.), 
with N•:J~ as subj. -ow] Meinhold,Now.2, and Marti om.-1-1•,~.:r] 6 rr1<~µ.•o• 
/Spuµ.oO = N!•~-!? (Aramaicizing, Cappellus), or N'J~ (Schleusner), or o,,,D, (so 
also Oort, ThT. and Em.; Gu., Now.), or '1J1'. '1'D? (Oet., Marti); .55 om . .:r.-
9. One cod. of de R. om. v.9.-1nnru] Read, with 8, TV iS,a.cp/Jop~ uou, :ir:,n~ 
(so GAS.); l:T perditio tua: .S ~- Val. :i•l;l!JI? (so Gu., Now., o:t:, 
Hal., Marti). Gr. 1nn~:i. -1,rv, ,, •.:r] One cod. of Kenn. om. ,;i. 8 rls 
{Jo.,01,uei = (1]'11)1' •o (so also Oort, ThT. and Em.; Gr., Val., Gu., GAS., 
Now.), Read, with .55, 't;a-!-l ~. :i'.1rl1.:;i 'l?, cf. Ps. n87 (so also Seb., 
Scholz, Dr. Exp. 3d ser. V. 26o f.; Hal.) ... ·,., may be taken as a remnant of 
,,itt (cf. Now.). Oet. :,,;.tv7 '0 (cf. Marti, :i)1ii7 ,o •.:r),-10. ,;ii,;] Read, with 
8.S, n•N (so most comm.).-Nl!lN] 8 om-or,-S,,] .S = S.:r1 (so also Houtsma, 
We.; Oort, ThT. and Em.; Val., Gu., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti), ii., et in 
omnibus. Gr. ',,::. -,•,;;] Gr. 1''1:1. Houtsma, :i•)ij' (so Oort, Th T. and 
Em.; We., Val., Gu., GAS., Now., Oet., Marti). - 1'1:lDIVI] 8 1<pi,&..,.w ue 
= '!I'll='' (Vol.); .S sg.; so Arab. and some codd. of de R. Read, with 
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Hou~. ~~~•1 (so Oort, ThT. and Em.; We., Gu., GAS., Now., Marti). 
Val. and Oet. · :i;;,~~1. Gr. :fo;l!r')· Hal. transposes to precede 1''1J.' 1,::,;i. 
- n,01t '11:'N] .SS ~lo ~~ = n,01t1 •J!lD nl:>Nv (Seb.). - 0•,11>1] 
@,SSI: = sg. - 11. fnN] @ ica!rlir,11ca. ( = yn1t1); SO ,SS, - nptU] ,SS = ~:"IQi'Nl; 
I, et nabuisti.- ,r,-,;ipJ] I, in impetu tuo. 

XIII. 1. When Ephraim used lo speak, men trembled] The 
many interpretations of this line may be classified in three lists : 
( 1) Those which make nn"1 an apodosis, following the tem
poral clause expressed by an infinitive with a preposition, "When 
Ephraim spoke ( or used to speak, referring to the time of 
Ephraim's prosperity, e.g. in the time of the judges•), there 
was trembling," t i.e. respect for him, reverence in his pres
ence; cf. Is. 52lll. (2) Those in which nn-i as an infinitive or 
participle (MlJ"l) is made to modify the infinitive ~, as an 
object or adverbial accusative, the next line serving as apodo
sis. Here belong the renderings ; "When Ephraim spake stam
meringly," t or" spake confusion, ambiguously, etc."§ (i.e. when 
Jeroboam introduced the calf-worship); "when Ephraim spake 
trembling" D (i.e. humbly) ; "when Ephraim spake of revolt "1 
(i.e. alarm, uproar, the opposite of cil:,'IZ:'). (3) Those in which 
change of text has been suggested for nn-i (v.s.), e.g. "judg
ment," or "decree,"** "truth," tt "knowledge," tt "terror."§§ 
Nowack's statement that (1) is grammatically impossible, and 
is devoid of good meaning, is too strong. It furnishes a fair 
meaning, and, although unusual, is permissible ; cf. Gn. 47 (if 
1'1Klu be correct; cf. Gunkel). - He was a pn'nce in Israel] Read
ing it~, for ~ of :1llll{![:. By some this is made (v.s.) the apodo
sis of the preceding line, e.g. "when he exalted himself in Israel" 
(i.e. made effort to get the ascendancy; 1111 or, "they rose to the 
exalted position which their prophet-ancestors foreshadowed," cf. 
Gn. 4929-z ff) ; by others, as a parallel line, whether used in the 
good ... or bad ttt sense. Upon the whole, it seems cleat that these 
lines, in contrast with the following ( cf. :,rn,, v.2), describe Ephraim 

• Hi t Cal., Bauer, Hi., Sim., Or., GAS., Marti. t Mich. § Ma. 
JI Pococke, Pu. ; cf. Che. "when the Ephraimites in trembling accents re

sponded to the divine call (21.li), etc." 
'I Ew. tt Gr. H Hal, ,r,r Che. ttt Ma., Ew. 

" &. lt Oort. UU Hi. - Or. 
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in the glory of his past, before his fall, -a time when he needed 
only to speak to produce awe among his fellow-tribes, -when he 
stood highest in the nation, the prince. This, in the prophet's 
mind, was either in the days of the judges (Ju. gu: 121), or in 
those of Jeroboam I. when the people took a retrograde step in 
religion; or he refers more indefinitely to the general position 
always occupied in the past by Ephraim, as shown in its furnishing 
leaders like Joshua and in its acknowledged supremacy through
out its history. - Then he became guilty through Baal, and died] 
On Ctiit, cf. 102• Ephraim became guilty through accepting Baal
ideas, and thus contaminating the purer form of his earlier reli
gion. This corruption came about when, giving no heed to the 
spiritual conceptions of the prophets, they devoted themselves to 
the realistic worship of Yahweh in accordance with rites borrowed 
from their Canaanitish neighbors ( 2 18· 16). He died, to all intents 
and purposes, in so far as it concerned his place in the progress 
of religious thought ( cf. Pr. 918 r Tim. 56). Each step in this 
direction was a step nearer death as a nation. Ephraim, in 
Hosea's time, had been dying for a long time. The moment of 
actual death was now not far distant. Such was early Israel and 
later Israel. - 2. And now they continue to sin] The Israel of the 
prophet's time is no better; they, too, sin; in fact, they continue 
to sin ; they keep up the national retrogression. And then the 
prophet gives in detail the several actions which constitute this 
sin. Two quite distinct cults are here treated as one, the Baal
cult and the image--cult.-And they make for themselves molten 
gods from their silver J As early as in the smaller book of the 
Covenant (Ex. 3417) there had been prohibition of the "molten 
gods." In Isaiah's time (28) the land came to be full of idols, 
and, in the later days of Isaiah, Hezekiah (2 K. r84) undertook to 
root them out. The history of the relation of the prophets and 
sages to the image worship is a most interesting one. This pas
sage is one of the earliest in the long list of such utterances.• It 
is always to be remembered that the stage of image worship in 

• Cf. George F. Moore, arts. on" Idol" and" Idolatry and Primitive Religion," 
EB. 214/,--58; P. Scholz, Gotzendienst und Zauberwesen bei den a!ten Hebrtiern und 
dm benachbarten Volkern (1877); Baudissin, Studien zur Sem, Rei, I. 84; WRS. 
Sim, 201. 
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the development of r'ligion is a late one. With the attitude 
of the Hebrew prophets towards image worship, and the actual 
historical results of that attitude, may be compared the similar 
attitude of the earliest Greek philosophers, together with the lack 
of any such results.* - Idols according to their own model] Read
ing cn,,~n~. :iW{ill: "understanding," if retained, must be under• 
stood as used sarcastically. .S, "according to their figure," and 
@}Jill: favor the rendering adopted above. Other readings (v.s.) 
vary but slightly.-Smiths' work, all of it] This is the point of 
real importance; there is nothing divine about it; the whole 
affair is human.t- To such they say: 0 God] c•:,l;,K is to be 
read either as a substitute t for c:,i,, or directly before 1::1:,I;,, § 

This seems necessary to meet the requirements of "1~K, and is 
justified by the similarity of the letters in 1::1:,I;, and c•:,l;,K. 
Others reach the same result by allowing Cl'"1~K to stand with
out an object ( cf. Ps. 45) ; e.g. "to such they speak!" II while 
ordinarily these words have been closely connected with the fol
lowing clause : e.g. "to even these speak men who sacrifice, 
etc.," 1 or "they say to one another while they sacrifice, etc." .. 
This statement concerning the ascription of deity to human handi• 
work is the climax in the prophet's representation of Ephraim's 
sin. What, indeed, could be more heinous? With this the stro
phe closes. Those interpretations which join with this line those 
that follow fail to show a correct understanding of the logical 
structure of the piece. - Wi"th a people sacnjicing to demons] 
:iW{ill: is impossible. Since rii'W" t:l'?)tl t:1'1K furnishes an admirable 
meaning, and complies with the demands of the measure, it is to 
be accepted.tt This leaves •n~l as the only fragment of a com
plete line requiring three words. The meaning of this last line 
must have been synonymous with that of the line beginning with 
C'1K. In view of the parallelism thus required, and of 1211, I ven
ture to suggest t:l'"W? t:l'M~l t:ltl. It was easy for t:ltl to have dropped 
out when note is made of the several preceding words, ending in 
Cl'- and c:,_ ; furthermore, C''1!t'? precedes a word not dissimilar 
in form, C1'1K. Perhaps little can be said for this conjecture, but 

• Welcker, Griecki,c!u Giitterleftre, II. n4 f. 
t Marti om. the phrase ri,, ... Cl!)D,P as a later substitute for the original text. 
t Sta.., Brull, Gr, § We., Now. ll Che., GAS. ,i Ew. n Cal. tt So Rq. 
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certainly as much as for the many efforts hitherto made to meet 
the difficulties in this passage. Some of these are: ( 1) "they 
say to one another, sacrificers of men, let them kiss, etc.; "• i.e. 
the absurdity of sacrificing men and worshipping calves is derided. 
( 2) "Those among men who sacrifice, let them kiss the calves," t 
this construction being similar to that found in Is. 291~ Jb. 3127 Mi. 56 

I K. 1918• In the latter case, the emphasis rests upon the absurdity 
involved in human beings paying homage to calves. Ewald's con
nection of these words with those preceding is interesting; viz. to 
even these speak men who, etc.; cf. also Keil's discussion. Con
cerning the first of these general interpretations, it is to be said 
that (a) calf-worship and human sacrifice were never combined; 
(b) human sacrifice did not exist in Israel until much later than 
Hosea's time, t viz. that of Ahaz; (c) this erroneous interpretation 
originated with @, and has influenced commentators up to modem 
times; (d) the prophet would hardly have treated human sacri
fice in such a fashion. Concerning the second interpretation, it 
is to be said that (a) the passages cited are not satisfactory 
analogies, and (b) the awkwardness of the expression, thus inter
preted, is very great.§ Concerning both interpretations, it may 
be said that (a) no adequate sense is conveyed; (b) the paral
lelism, elsewhere scrupulously observed, is ignored ; (c) the de
mands of the strophic structure are not met (cf. Ruben and 
Duhm; v.s.).11-With men kissing calves] A second circumstan
tial clause strictly parallel with the preceding one. For various 
interpretations, v.s. The kiss was a token of homage or adora
tion, and is referred to in the case of kings (Ps. 212), and, as here, 
idols ( I K. 1918 Jb. 3127) .f From the last passage, we learn that 
it was customary to kiss the hand towards the idol. - 3. There
fore they shall be like the morning cloud, and like the dew that 
early passes away] A repetition, word for word, of 64 b (v.s.), but 

• 11', Rashi, Theod., Jer., Cal., Mich., Stuck, Schro., Umb., Hi., Wii., BDB. 
t .s!o, AV., RV., Ki., Marek, Ma., Ros., Mau., Eich., Ew., Sim., Pu., Ke., Che., 

GAS., We., Now. 
! On human sacrifice, v. Kamphausen, Das Verhaltnis a. Menschenopfers z. isr. 

Rei.; on Malech-worship, v. arts." Malech" in DB. and EB. § Cf. Or. 
II Cf. Marti's suggestion to (1) om. 'CN ,m', o•;i',N as a gloss, thus leaving c;i 

OiN •n:n, they are sacrijicers of men, as the original text; or (2) point c•~r.~. i.e. 
they are Amorites, sacrificers of men. "ii Cf. We. SK. Ill. 105 ... 
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this is no ground for omitting it here, as is done by Nowack. 
The quadruple figure (cf. the following) is very striking. These 
lines, moreover, are demanded to complete the structure of the 
strophe.-Like the cha.ff which whirleth up from the threshing
jloor] Cf. Is. 1713 411a Ps. 14. The threshing-floor was usually 
situated on an eminence which the wind would easily strike (cf. 
1 S. 1922 (Qj) 2 S. 2418 2 Ch. 31).* The active form, :PHt -.pt:,-:, 
is satisfactory, and need not be changed to the passive (v.s.). 
-And like smoke from the window] :,~i~• used of the win
dows of heaven, whence comes rain (Gn. 7u 2 K. 72• 19 Mal. J1°), 
occurs also of the openings of a dove-cote (Is. 608), of the eyes 
(Ee. 1 2 3) ; and here, of the latticed opening or window through 
which smoke escapes. The comparison is not found elsewhere. 
The strophe, as a whole, is very strong. This people, sacrificing 
to demons and kissing calves, shall become nothing, just like the 
cloud, the dew, the chaff, and the smoke. - 4. And it was I, the 
Lord thy God, who brought thee up from the land of Egypt] i.e. I 
do not forget, in thus threatening total extinction, that it was I 
who brought them into existence as a nation. For other refer
ences among the prophets to the Egyptian residence, cf. 2L'l 93 

u 1 Am. 2 10 J1 i Mi. 64 Is. 1026 u 16, etc. Who brought thee up is 
from .S and Qj. Qj inserts much additional material after thy God 
(v.s.). -And a god besides me thou knowest not] Cf. Dt. 3212• 

The meaning becomes clearer from the parallel line; it is God 
as saviour, deliverer, that is meant; i.e. Israel has received 
no favors from any other god. It may not be assumed that 
Hosea believed in the existence of only one God. At all events, 
this expression does not show this. He says, however, that no 
other god has exerted his power on behalf of Israel. - Nor has 
there been a saviour except me] A poetic parallel of the preceding 
line. - 5. ft was I who shepherded thee in the wilderness] This 
reading follows Qj and .S ( v.s.). It was I who knew thee ( cf. Am. J2 
Is. 583 Na. 17 Ps. 7311 1443) is a common expression= show favor, 
cf. Ps. 16 ; but its use of Israel in the preceding line seems to 
justify this slight change of text. This, too, seems to be presup
posed in v.6• Nowack allows I knew thee to remain in this line, 

• Cf. Now. Arck. l, 232; Benz. Arck, 209; DB. l. 50; EB. 82£ 
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and supplies, for the sake of the parallel, I slteplterdtd tltee, at the 
beginning of the next line. -In the land of drought] Cf. Dt. 81.S. 
n,::a6n, drought, occurs only here ( v.i.). - 6. ( But) when they fed, 
they filled themselves full] This reading connects V1!ltv ( for 1V!l!V) 

with the preceding verb, as a strengthening infinitive absolute. So 
bounteous was the supply furnished that Israel, although filling 
himself to the full, failed to recognize the source of the supply 
(28 4 7 101 ; cf. Dt. gut. 312!1 3215•18). This is expressed most 
pathetically in the next line: And their heart was lifted up,· con
sequently they forgot me J The history is thus epitomized of the 
evil results which often flow from prosperity;* cf. 814 Is. 17w. 
-7. And so I will be to them like a lion] Because they have 
forgotten me in the pride of their heart, I will treat them as 
a lion treats his prey; cf., for a similar expression, 51\ Some 
prefer to render I have become, with reference to the fact that 
the punishment has already been inflicted ( 7S-10), but @ has the 
future; the imperfect with waw consecutive may= prophetic 
perfect, or the word may be pointed (v.s.) 1'1'.'.m~1- -Lt''ke a leop
ard on the way to Assyria J If ,iw-K is pointea' ~~ ·in :§l!U!r:, Yahweh 
is represented as concealed upon the way, ready to jump or leap 
upon t (cf. Je. 526, but this is doubtful t) the passing traveller.§ 
According to @.S and JJ, some Mss. and certain editions of the 
Hebrew Bible (v.i.), the word should be pointed ,1w~, and be 
rendered "to Assyria." II Cheyne's objection to this translation, 
that" the prophet has now to deal with the disease itself, not with 
a mere symptom," seems hardly to meet the case. With "on the 
way to Assyria " may be compared the more common treatment 
of .,~:=tu ,.,, (69). The strongest argument for treating "\11VK as a 
verb is the parallelism; but (v.s.) the meaning required here is 
hardly to be derived from ,1w, and besides, CID (v.8) seems to 
require something more definite than ,.,, 1,i,. - 8. I will fall 
upon them like a bear robbed of its young] Cf. La. s1° 2 S. 178.

And will tear the enclosure of their hearts J i.e. the breast. -And 
there I wt"ll devour them like a lion] v.s. for the various sugges
tions for (ij. Evidently the line was treated by @ like the following 

• Marti om. o as a gloss. t Cf. Giesebrecht and Duhm in loc. 
t So GAS. I. p. 305, note 4. § So Ew., Hd., Sim,, Pu., Ke., Or., GAS. 
II So Stuck, Hi., We., Val., Now., Oet.; cf. de Rossi's Mss. (16). 
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line," and lions shall devour them," the personal" I" being aban
doned. - While wild beasts tear them] A circumstantial clause. -
9. I am thy destruction, 0 Israel. Yea, who is thy help ?] This 
reading is gained by two slight changes in the text (v.s.). 1l'"1Mt., 

may be pointed so as to be read as perfect 3d masc. "he has 
destroyed thee"; • or perfect 1st sg. "I have destroyed thee," or 
" I destroy thee." t It has also been taken as a noun with 2d 
person suffix" thy destruction = thou hast destroyed thyself," t or 
with the following '::) as a remnant of •::):K (cf. Nowack)," I am 
thy destruction." Still another group of interpreters have made 
the following clause the subject;§ viz." it has destroyed thee, that 
(thou art) against me, etc." (v.i.). According to Kimchi it is 
the calf which has wrought the destruction. Upon the whole, the 
1st person is to be preferred as continuing the person already in 
use. The perfect is prophetic. The logical relationship of this 
clause is thus clear: when I destroy thee, as I am now about to 
do, who then is to be thy help? (•~ for •::i; v.s.). '::) may be 
taken (v.s.) for •::):K, or as the particle of asseveration, yea, then; 
@ and .S are so clear on this reading that we may not doubt it.II. 
Oettli's pointing i'"'.))i.', "thy helper," does not affect the sense. 
::i = "in the capacity of" or" in the character of," the so-called ::i 

essentt"ae. ,r Ewald's translation," that (thou) to me, (i.e. to thy 
help!) becomest unfaithful" (these last words to be supplied, the 
abruptness being attributed to the "laboring voice, interrupted by 
sobs"), is an interesting but ineffectual effort toward the recon
struction of this sentence. The verse, as read above, is strictly 
in accord with the context. Who is to help thee? (cf. Ex. 184 : 

for the God of my father was my help, lit. was in or as my help). 
No one. -10. Where is thy king now ?] Reading :,•tc for '1'1K 
(v.s.)... The renderings, "I will be thy king," tt "Woe to thy 
king," U do not accord with what follows. The question calls for 
a negative answer; this, however, does not mean that Israel's 

• Cal., Che., GAS. t 55, Bauer, Now., Oet., Hal. :t Hd. 
§ Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Or., RV. 
U Dr. (Exp. 3d ser. V. 26o () points out in detail the difficulties of this passage, 

and translates: "Thou art destroyed, 0 Israel, for who is there as thy help?'" 
'II Cf. De. on Ps. 352• ff 85511"!!1:, Pococke. Ew., Hi., Hd., Pu., Ke., Or., ~taJ, 
ft Cal, !t Ma. 
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kings have passed away, that kings no longer sit upon the throne; 
but rather that they are powerless to help. On l!t1EIK, 11.i. - That 
he may save thee] This is to be closely connected with the pre
ceding, and closes the first line. The accentuation in ;111!lQt is 
wrong. - Or all thy princes that they may rule thee I] This line, 
following Houtsma (v.s.), is the poetic equivalent of the preceding, 
matching it in every particular. -Those of whom thou hast said] 
At different times in the history of the northern kingdom when new 
dynasties were established.* - Give me kings and princes] Other 
passages in which Hosea refers to the kings are 78tf· guo 1d·:u;.t 
- 11. I give thee kings in my anger] The imperfect here is fre
quentative in so far as it relates to the past; but the history is 
still in progress.-And I take them away in my wrath] The 
history of the northern dynasties has been one the only interpre
tation of which must mean divine displeasure. Israel's experiment 
had proven to be a failure. "Indulged self-will brought with it 
its own punishment,- hardening of the heart in apostasy. Thus 
our passage seems to mediate between the two different views of 
Jeroboam's act presented in 1 11 and I K. 1129-39, In one sense 
Yahweh' gave'; in another he' gave not.'" t 

1. ?] = IJUUm, ::i = quando, in expressions of time; GK. 164g; Ko. 401 ll-n. 
The inf. here refers to the past; Ki:i. 216. -nn,] For form, cf. nnn, Jb. 621; 
Lag. BN. 173; Ko. II. i. p. 68; Sta. § 199 b; Barth, NB. 7 b; Ew.8 p. 384; 
Nii. Mand. Gramm. p. I 16. Cognate words are: Aram. NQ'l'.I: = trembling; 

Arab. r-))1 = trembling; ~1 = terror, Je. 4924.-2. 1ll01•] Although sep

arated from 1 by :in)), the force of 1 really continues; H. 24, 3 b; Ko. 368 h. -
c:i',] With reflex. force, Ko. 28; GK. 135 i.-n.:,cr.] :From 1oi =Pour out,· 
hence 'D = molten metal, molten image. - ci1:in.:,] So ;fai![;; on form, GK. 91 e; 
Ew.8 p. 645. For similar interchanges of.:, and I:!, Ko. 330 o.-c•.::i1v] On d.f. 
in .::i, GK. 93 ee. - n',:,] Q•rl, 1',?; perhaps ~f, referring to n:,DI:!, or c~r' refer
ring to c,.::i1v, should he adopted (v.s.).-c:i',] Refers logically to :,:,oo, but 
grammatically to ·1;,; Ki:i. 349 i.-c•illN] For cases in which ioi.t is used 
absolutely, i.e. without an obj., cf. Gn. 48 Ex. 1926• - •n.::11] Explained by 
GK. 128 l as a gen. of genus; by Ki:i. 337 d as an appositional gen.; but v.s. 
-3. c,:,ii,o] On subordination of ptcp., GK. 120g; treated as ptcp. circ. cl. 
by Ki:i. 412c.-4. ,r,',,i] Lit.=with the removal of; cf. 2 S. 722 Ps. 186 

• Marti om. this and foll. clause as a gloss. 
t On the relation of I S. 86f. as the basis of this, cf, Sellin, Beilrlige, II. 185. 
t Che. in loc. 
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fA. 45S. h 648• On the obsolete ending ,.,. ( cf. •r;,~~), cf. GK. 90 m. -
5. nm~Sn] Only here; pl. intens.; GK. 124 e; Ko. 348 a.-6. n•)1"'1o] Ver
bal noun= inf.; Ko. 233 d.-1))J1V•1] 1 cons. marks apodosis, in continuation 
ofan inf. cstr.; Ko. 366k.-•iin21V] On.,, in stative vb., GK. 43a.-7. ioJ] 
On poetical form, GK. 103 k. - 8 • .:i,J On gender, cf. GK. 122 e; Ko. 247 k, ~,, 
and 253 a; contra, Ew.8 § 175 a.-N•J',] Cf. Assyr. labbu; Arab. is,.;,; 
Lag. BN. 93; Erman, ZDMG. XLVI. u3; Hommel, Siiugetkiere, 288f.-
9. '.t>] On its function as connecting protasis and apod., cf. Ko. 415 l.-•.:i] 
== •r;i; on confusion of .:i and o, Ko. 330 m. -10. N1!lN] Renders question 
more vivid; GK. 150 /; Ko. 353 s. -11. 1,1:1] On frequency of collective 
usage, GK. 123; Ko. 254. - npN1] The impf. with simple 1 to express the 
frequentative idea. 

§ 18. Ephraim condemned to Sheol. 1J12-16• Ephraim's sin 
is complete ; judgment approaches, but he is unprepared ; he 
cannot escape from the calamity which is bearing down upon him. 
Shall I, now, rescue him from this certain death? No ! it is too 
late ; let Sheol's plagues attack him. I will no more show com
passion. To Ephraim, although heretofore fruitful, an east wind 
will bring drought and death; all precious things shall be carried 
away by the foreign invader. Samaria must suffer the conse
quences of rebellion against Yahweh, viz., sword and horrible 
destruction. 

This section bears all the marks of unity, and is taken as a separate 
address by many modern commentators (e.g. We., Now., Marti). Some, on 
the other hand, connect it closely with 1J1-ll (Ew., Or., Che., GAS.). It is 
true the general subject is the same, but, after all, this is the subject of the 
greater portion of the book. There are four strophes of trimeter movement, 
with 6 + 5 + 6 + 5 lines. The elegiac measure is strongly marked ; while 
in strophe 4 the dimeter is adopted for the purpose of adaptation to the 
terrible content of the poem. Strophe I announces the end, the judgment, 
and the collapse of Israel. Strophe 2 pictures a momentary reconsideration, 
which results in a reannouncement more direful than before. Strophe 3 puts 
the matter in a more exact form, destruction by drought, by foreign invasion. 
Strophe 4 explains that it is on account of Israel's sin, viz. rebellion, that the 
sword and war will blot them out of existence. 

12. "\1"'11] 6 a-vurpotf>'I/• (taken as obj. of nj,N, v.11). -1S. Hin] Now. N1l'I) 
(so Marti).-cJn N~ p] 6 u!6i a-ov o ,f>p6111µ,1n; I, must be corrected too~ (so 
Cappellus, Schleusner, Vol.; cf. Oet., who also om. uov ). ,$ interprets the clause 
as causal.-n)1 ,:,] 6 om. n;,; 11..$'.ET't!t = nn;, •J (so also Scholz, Seb., Gu.(?)), 

:2D 
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Oort (TlzT. and Em.), rip~ (so Gr., Now., Marti). Oet. np? ;~ • .t/at. ,t'~ 
-,OJ.''] Gr. ,.,:i;r•. -"1.J~o.JJ 6 tv ,rnnp,fJi, =Fin contritione, both literal or 
etymological renderings. Gr. and Now. "\~rg~. Hal. tl~'fr;i7.-c•J.J] i., fiJ.'~ 
rum tuorum, Gr. transposes to precede N~ (cf. 2 K. 198). Now. om,-
14. c,1ll1] 6 f,6<Toµ.a., Ka.I, "perhaps 6 read o as 1" (Vol.).- •nN] Read, 
with 6.S, i"l'N (so Gr.); 'A.., l:, l<Toµ.a.,; 0. Ka.I l<TTa.,; so Qt. F ero.-1'"1Ji] 
Many codd. of de R. have sg.; cf. 6, 0. 1J alK?J <TOIi = 1.J''l (Vol., Loft.); 

• ► p 
,SS ~~,; F mors tua. Oet, :i;~'.!· Hal, :Jl~'1_. -1.J!:11i] 6 To Klnpov <TOIi; 
• .A. anµ.ol <Tov; l:. 1k16la. <Tov; 0. 1rXn,j <Toll; F morsus tuus; .SS ....:..m.,g~. -

cni] Hi. Cl~!• Gr. c•on"\ ( cf. u 8). Hal. Clt:J'}• -15. )'.J] Gardner, l'J.' (foun
tain). Gr. c•J.J (?). Read, with We. J';!J) (so Val., Now., Oet.),-c•m1] Oort 
( Th T. and Em.), -m~ (so We., Val., Now,, Oet., Marti). Gr. c•nN1(?). BDB. 
Cl'l'.'t'· Gardner, c"n. Read, with We., ~nN c•o. -N•"ID'] 6 a,a.a-TEAEi = ,,"\ll, 
(Schleusner, Vol.; so also Seb., Gr.); so F dividet; and .SS -=r&J.
Nl.J'] 6 E1rai;e, = N'.l' (Vol.; so also Gr,), with·, as subj.; so F; similarly 
W.-n~p] 6 €11'0 a.ln'6v=1•',p; so Arab.; .SS ......=.:o-'.-rv,:i,J 6 dv~11pa.,ei 
= IV'.JI' (so F.S, We., Gr., Now., Oet., Marti), Read ti1:;•:,-1,1i'O] 611'.S pl. 
-:i,n•] 6 li;ep11µ.wun = .J'lc)~; so F desolabit (so also We., Gr., Now., Marti). 
-u•po] 8.S pl.- rio:v•] 6 Ka.ra.i;11pa.,el, probably a misreading for Ka.Ta./;a.PEi', 
due to previous a.vai;. (Vol.,fol. Bahrdt). Gr. til•=tl•,-'1S1N] 6 = 1'1l'N (so also 
Oort, Gu,). Gr. y,N. Read '1I'N; cf. GAS.-~,] Gr. ~'1•-•~,] ff.St!!: pl. 
Hal. ';~,-XIV. 1. orv11;,J 6 dq,av,<TO·fi<Tera.,, deriving from corv; cf. 516 to2 
(Vol.)_- Gr.c~i:,. Matti,Cl!\'£1,-l~D•] 6 11'e<Tovna,awol; henceOort(Em.) 
inserts non after 'D', and Gr. en. -1:m•S~v] 6.St!I: and Arab.= ·Sp1 (so also 
Gr.).-1•m•in1] Gr. m,,ni. Marti, c~•i;,i1,~,-l,Pjl.J•] Oet. If~~ or MP,~?l;l (so 
Marti), 

12. The iniquity of Ephraim is gathered up; his sin is laid by 
in store] This is no word of promise = shall be forgotten;• the 
context and the language itself indicate the opposite. The figure 
(cf. Jb. 1417) is taken from the custom of tying up money in bags 
and hiding it in some secret place for preservation. Ephraim's 
guilt is collected, carefully bound up ; it will be well guarded and 
preserved, and no part of it will be lost sight of in the day of 
judgment. In other words, the case is closed. No longer is 
there opportunity to atone for their misdeeds. Cf. the noteworthy 
parallel in Is. 816, where, however, it is the teaching of Yahweh, 
the testimony of the prophets, that is gathered up. On v.m et: 
Jb. 2119.-13. The pangs of childbt'rth come upon him] This 
figure for anguish and distress is not uncommon (cf. Is. 138 2 r' 

•Umb. 
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Mi. 49 Je. 431 1321); the pain and suffering of a woman in travail 
is a most striking representation of an inevitable period of afflic
tion, since it is something which no power can turn aside. In 
this instance the figure represents the woman as unable to perform 
the act; i.e. Israel is unable to extricate himself from the troubles 
which have come upon him. But with the privilege of a Hebrew 
poet, the figure suddenly shifts from the mother to the child that 
is to be born. -He is an unwt"se son] This child is represented 
as failing to do the part assigned him by nature; and in this 
failure he shows himself unwise and foolish. The result will be 
that, instead of an occasion for rejoicing, viz. a new birth, there 
will rather be an occasion for grief, for the parturition will be fatal 
to both mother and son. Not only is there no new being in the 
world; that one which did exist is taken away. Israel, in order 
to continue life, must be born again; without such new birth, old 
Israel must perish. The very failure to produce the new destroys 
the old. This is explained in the following line. -For at this time 
he should not stand in the mouth of the womb, or more freely, this 
is no tt"me to stand in the mouth of the womb *] Whether l"IJ;IP be 
read, t or M!l;i = " at this time," the meaning is not affected. 
Graetz's "do not break through (the womb)" affords no real 
help in the interpretation of the passage. The exact meaning 
rests upon the modal usage of ibl.!'. If it is indicative, it signifies 
that the child at the (right) time ( cf. Ez. 2 734) does not stand, t 
i.e. has not come forward to that place in the womb whence 
egress at the proper moment is possible; if it is optative, that 
the child should not (at this time, or now) remain stationary in 
the womb, thus failing to make the progress necessary to a normal 
birth.§ What is Israel doing? By his lack of will-power or 
inclination to do the necessary thing, viz. make timely repentance, 
he prolongs the agony and endangers even the possibility of the 
new regime which the prophets have pictured and promised. The 
figure has been interpreted of ( 1) premature birth ; i.e. a child 
who is impatient and waits not for the proper time, thus remain
ing in the womb an insufficient period; and this is coupled with 
the interpretation of the passage as one of comfort ; II ( 2) retarded 

"' GAS. t .$1:.llr. :t Ew., Ke., Or., Che., Now. § Cal., Hd. II Stuck, Hes., Umb. 



ROSEA 

birth;* but also (3) to a state of vacillation on the part of the 
child at the critical moment. t-14. Shall I deliver them.from the 
hand ef Sheol ?] It seems necessary, first of all, to determine what 
is required by the context,-a promise t or a threat? Vs.12· 13 

seem (v.s.) to announce punishment; vs.1 .. nd 16 certainly have this 
meaning; v.14 itself contains (v.i.) the statement repentance (not 
resentment) is ht"d .from my eyes. How now can Ha be taken in 
any other way than as a threat ? But it has been suggested 
( r) that the simple translation is "From the hand of Sheol, 
I will redeem them," there being no interrogative particle; and 
( 2) that this translation is strictly in accord with the feeling of 
a father who is thus represented as unable to contemplate the 
thought of his son's final ruin; (3) that it is also consonant with 
Hosea's expression of ultimate redemption elsewhere, cf. 1 10 r. 2 16 r. 
J5 14~; (4) still further, that the language has been so taken by 
~.s1rnr::, by Paul in z Cor. z555 ; AV. and RV. In this case, 
"repentance" (v.i.) must be changed to "resentment," and the 
words treated parenthetically, i.e. "as an ejaculation of promise 
in the midst of a context that only threatens." The argument is 
almost if not entirely conclusive on the side of those who treat 
the entire verse as a threat. But from this point of view, different 
treatments have been accorded the passage: (z) (making the 
imperfect a frequentative) "I have in past times repeatedly 
delivered them, but, etc." ; § ( 2) ( making the imperfect condi
tional) "I would have delivered them, etc. (if they had been 
wise, but - being foolish-) I will bring on them the plagues of 
death, etc."; II (3) (treating the sentence as interrogative, as 
above) "shall I, or should I deliver them, etc.,"f a negative answer 
being implied. The " hand of Sheol " ( cf. the " mouth," Is. 51\ 

the "belly," Jon. 2 2) is here used poetically for "power," and 
perhaps to give the line a third word. Sheol = underworld. -
Shall I redeem them .from death?] The poetic equivalent of the 
preceding line; on the synonyms ':iK~ and :i"1EI, v.i. ; on the 
synonymous use of "Sheol" and "death," cf. Is. 2816 Ps. 66 4914. 
- Where are thy plagues, 0 death I Where, thy destruct-ion I or 

"' So most comm. t Sim., Pu. 
:t Cf. Cal., Dathe, Ros., Umb., Mau., Ew., Hi., Ke. § Ras'I\.. 
ll Ki.,Eich., Sharpe. 'Ii Sim., Wii., Scbm., We., Gu., GAS., Now, 
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pestilence), 0 Sheol 7] •:,N = :,•N, where 7 * So rendered by many, 
who treat it in entirely opposite ways; e.g. (1) as an expression 
of triumph over Sheol and death, their plagues and pestilence 
being powerless to do harm, inasmuch as Yahweh has determined 
to deliver Israel; t and ( 2) as a command to Sheol and death 
to do their worst, i.e. to bring on plagues and the pestilence which 
shall destroy Israel = "come on, death, with thy plagues, and thou, 
0 Sheol, with, etc." t Others (reading •:,N as 1st singular imper
fect apocopated of ~:,) render I will be,§ or I would be; II but 
(I) the 1st person singular is rarely apocopated; ( 2) if Yahweh 
asserts positively that he will deliver them from Sheol, this clause 
must mean, I would be thy plagues, if z't were necessary, but the con
text seems to require a positive declaration. ,r Whether we read 
pestilence as singular or plural is unessential (v.s.). Everything 
that points toward death ( mille viae leti ) is to be reckoned a 
pestilence; while ;:;irp~ (v.z".) = destruction in general (Is. 282) ; 

in particular, epidemic, disease, plague ( cf. Dt. 3 2u Ps. 916). -

Repentance is hid from my eyes] For this reason, Yahweh, having 
determined not to deliver, calls upon Sheol to do its fatal work. 
tii:i;, occurring only here, has been emended to a form of en,-, = 
compassion. Ewald, on the basis of Gn. 2742 ("thy brother re
sents thee unto death"), translates resentment, i.e. a secret, treas
ured, ancient grudge, which will result in the death of an enemy; 
and this is something which God himself will not permit. But the 
word means neither resentment nor compassion.** It is the tech
nical word for repentance. It refers therefore, either ( 1) to the 
threat of v."l, tt of which Cheyne suggests it may once have been 
the third member, but surely in its present position it could not 
go so far back; or (2) to lh taken as a promise, U i.e. a promise 
which should never be repented of= irrevocable ; but the prom
ise is regarded, even by those who so accept it, as of so transient 
a tone as to make this doubtful; or (3) to lh taken as a threat,§§ 

• V.s. 8$1T1!r on Ho. 1310 and @, 'A., ;i:,, here; so New., Hi., Ew., Hd., Umb., 
Sim.,Ke. 

t Ew., Umb., Hd., Ke., Che. 
t We., GAS., Now. 
§ m:11, AV., Cal., Dathe, Ros., Mau., Pu. 
U Mich., Bauer. ,i So Pu., Che. 

*"'We.; cf. Tkes., s.v. 
tt Che. 
tt Mau., Hd., Ke. 
§§ Or., GAS. Now., et al, 
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in view of what has already been said, and of the fact that then:i 
is evidently needed here a statement of threat, in preparation ror 
what follows in v.16.-15. Although he, as does the reed-grass in 
the midst of water, show fruitfulness] A pun on the word Cl'""illlt, 

cf. also 148 Gn. 4922, and Ewald's rendering, "though he be 
among brothers a fruit-child." His name (for name= nature or 
character) would have given ground for the expectation of fruit
fulness; i.e. prosperity. The reading adopted (v.s.) is favored 
by the continuation of the same figure in vA It would have 
seemed impossible that there could have been disaster with every
thing so prosperously situated (for the reed-plant in the midst of 
the water,* cf. Gn. 412• 18 Is. 196). As fatal to :§.lllm; t is the fact 
that Ephraim cannot be taken as one tribe among its brethren 
the other tribes, because clearly it is used here, as elsewhere, of 
all the northern tribes. t - There shall come an east wind,
Yahweh's wind] This wind, coming over the desert, is both 
violent and scorching (cf. Arab. Sirocco= Eastern); cf. (with 
tn.,) Ex. 1<>18 Jon. 48 Ps. 487 ; as here, standing alone, Ho. 121 

Is. 278, etc. The figure represents Assyria, who comes from this 
direction, cf. Is. 211• It is Yahweh's wind, because it is Yahweh 
himself who executes the judgment pronounced, Assyria being 
the instrument ( cf. Is. id· 15) § ; or because it is a mighty wind, in
tensity being expressed by the use of the divine name (cf. Gn. 236 

Is. 1413 Ps. 366),II "'m, is thus to be taken as in apposition with 
0ij:1, and so as closely connected with it, and not as subject of 
:,',v.- Coming up from the wilderness] v.s.-And his fountain 
shall dry up, and his spn·ng shall be parched] A continuation of 
the figure in Illa, the source of fruitfulness will be destroyed. For 
ltii=~ read !V!l" (v.s.), as is clear from the parallel word: .:i,r,,; cf. 
@'s treatment of the nouns as objects. - While he will stnp the 
treasure of all precious vessels] The he is not emphatic, but used 
as expressing the subject of the circumstantial clause. It does 
not refer to Ephraim,,r who is thereby represented as himself 

* So Rashi, Or., We., Val., Now., Oort, Oet., et al. 
t Retained by Ki., Cal., Marek, Bauer, Hi., Ew., Ke., Wii., Che., et al. 
t So Now. § Hd., Sim., Pu., Or. 
II So Bauer, Ew.,; cf. Da. Heb. Syntax, p. 49; Ko. 3091; Kelso, AjSL. XIX. 

152-8; on the contrary, Green, He6. Gram. p. 298; Revue bi/Jlifue, Oct., 1901, 
·'I Sharpe, GAS. 
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despoiling the treasury and turning over its precious things to 
the enemy; but rather to the enemy itself*-Assyria (i.e. the 
east wind; for here the figure changes) which carries off the 
treasure consisting of all, etc. The change is confessedly abrupt, 
but no greater than often occurs ; nor is it so great as to justify 
Nowack's suggestion that this line is the survival of a stanza or 
sentence in which the antecedent of tti:i appeared as Assyria. 
The precious vessels (also rendered pleasant vessels,t precious 
jewels t) include aU articles of value. -16. Samaria shall ( or 
must) bear the guz1t] This now is the final summing up. Some 
make . t::'Dlt = be laid waste, § but the rendering adopted is in 
accord with 102 xi, The measure now falls to two words in each 
line. -For she has rebelled against her God] Cf. Is., chap. 1. 

- They shaft fall by the sword; their children sha!! be dashed in 
pieces; and their women with child shall be ripped up] The 
gender and number of the verb change from feminine singular 
to masculine plural. For parallel expressions, cf. mu Ps. 1379 

2 K. 1518 Am. 1 13• The change back to masculine singular and 
the hapax legomenon r,,,~., are not sufficient to raise suspicion 
concerning the last clause. The customs of ancient warfare were 
indeed horrible; II cf. Jos. 1024 2 Ch. 2512 Ju. 16r. 2 K. 812• 

12. On order of words, v. H. 39, ,I; GK. 141 /, m. -13. ,',::rn] Subj. here 
emphatic. - tmi] GK. 141 a. - c~n 11S] A shortened attributive clause; Ko. 
385 d.-nv] If= 1'11'1!1, cf. Ko. 331 b; Ez. 1651 278• Hg. 12 Ps. 69H Ee. 8'. 
If= ny~, note demo~strative use of art., GK. 126 b. -14. i•l:l] Cf. )lilt', i•::r, 
Pr. 1821; :,::rr,', ,,o, Is. 4714, etc. On the interrog. sense without particle, 
GK. 15oa.-',i1111t] On Hebrew conception of 'II', v. Charles, Crit. Hist. of 
the Doetr. of a Future Lift ( v. Index, s.v. Sheol); Grii.neisen, Ahnenkull'Us u. 
Urre!ig. Isr. (Index); Frey, Tod, Seelmglaube, u. Seelenkult, 188-228; Da. 
DB. I. 739 f.; Schwally, Leben nach dem Tode.- ',11JI!, •• tiillll] ',11J = ad 

the part of a kinsman; hence always implies a more personal and intimate 
relation between the redeemer and the redeemed than does nill, which is a 
more general term denoting ransom.-1::rt:ip] On the form before the suff., 
GK. 93 q. The masc. suff. (referring to ',11111>) is used under the influence of 
the preceding :i-; Ko. 249.f.-15. tW1ll•] On intentional confusion of r:i 

• Ki., Hd., Ke., Wii., Schm., Pu., Che., Or., Now., et al. 
t AV. :t GAS. § Cal., Pu., AV. 
U See DB. IV. 895; Now. Arch. I. 374; Benz. Arch. 363-
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and :r~ forms for the sake of the pun, GK. 75 rr. The Hiph. may be treated 
as intensive, GK. 53 d.-i:-1.:i,J For other cases of confusion between ru1.:i and 
c,:i,, v. Ew.8 § 122e; GK. 78 b. 

§ 19. Later words of hope. 141- 8• Israel will return from 
her apostasy with words of true repentance (u"), saying to Yah
weh, " Forgive the past, and we will render praise and thanks
giving, for in thee the fatherless finds pity (2

b- Sc). We will 
henceforth enter into no alliance with Assyria or Egypt; nor 
will we treat as God dumb idols" (3•·b). (Yahweh will reply) 
" I will forgive the past, and love them ; instead of being angry 
with them, I will show mercy (4·5a). As a result they shall 
flourish; their prosperity shall be like the olive, like Lebanon " 
(n. 8). " Ephraim will no longer serve idols ; it is I who will 
care for him eternally and sustainingly" (8

). 

This piece, a picture of the final triumph of Yahweh's love, is added 
in accordance with the prophetic thought of a much later period. Cf. § 5, 
pp. 236-248, and also Introduction, pp, clix ff. Six short strophes of the trime
ter movement (exceedingly regular) are evenly divided between Israel and 
Yahweh in their loving discourse with each other. Strophe I announces 
the return, in the form of command, and prescribes the gift which they are 
to carry (vs.2-3•). Strophe 2 presents the petition for forgiveness and the 
ground for the same (vs.3 b- 4•). Strophe 3 contains the pledge given, never 
again to desert Yahweh for dependence on outside powers or on graven 
images (v,h- b), Strophe 4 announces in reply Yahweh's readiness to for
give, to forget, and to be merciful (vs.5· 6 •). Strophe 5 pictures their great 
prosperity now that they are loyal to Yahweh (vs.6b.1), Strophe 6 asserts that 
henceforth Yahweh, not idols, shall be their everlasting support (v.9). If it 
were not so clear that each of these four-line strophes contained a separate 
and distinct thought, it might be well to arrange the piece in two strophes 
of twelve lines each. In this arrangement, the following general modifica
tions of the text have been assumed: (1) the transfer of v.40 to follow v.• 
(v.i.); (2) the omission ofv.7aa as a gloss (v.i.); (3) the treatment ofv.8 as 
a later addition. There has been a growing tendency on the part of the most 
recent writers to deal with this passage (vs.2-9) as with Am. 98•-IS, i.e. assign it 
to a later age than that of Hosea (so We.; Che. in WRS. Proph. XIX. and 
in Exp. Nov. '97, p. 363; Marti, Rei. n9, EB. 2122, and Dodekaprophtton; 
Volz(?); Grimm, Lit. App. 9r ff.; on contrary, v. GAS. I. 309 ff.; Now.). In 
behalf of this position it may be urged (I) that there is total lack of connec
tion between vs.I&nd2; (2) that "to have added anything to the stem wt..:ning 
of 141 would have robbed it of half its force" (Che.); (3) that 2 •, in contrast 
with 56, looks back upon the punishment as completed; (4) that the allusion 
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to a covenant with Egypt (v.4) is incomprehensible in Hosea's time; (S) that 
Hosea certainly could not have spoken of Yahweh's wrath as having departed 
from Israel; (6) that the spiritual tone of vs.2--4 is in striking contrast with 
the picture in 56; (7) that the emphasis laid upon physical blessings (vs.6ft',) 
is strange on the lips of Hosea, who constantly rebuked the Israelites for 
their longing after material blessings rather than ethical and spiritual; 
(8) that the "whole description is wanting in unity; entirely different 
features are simply combined one with another" (Grimm); (9) that the 
language and phraseology are very similar to those found in writings from 
the time of Jeremiah and later ( on language, v. especially Volz and Grimm); 
( IO) that the emphasis here laid upon words is in striking contrast with 
Hosea's demand for deeds. On the other hand, it is claimed (see especially 
GAS.), (1) that Hosea must have given utterance to such a hope as is here 
set forth, his point of view being different from that of Amos, in that he was of 
an affectionate disposition, and utterly unable to believe repentance impossi• 
hie, and had indeed already predicted restoration on the basis of repentance 
(chap. 2); but cf. pp. 236, 238; (2) that the epilogue introduces no idea which 
was not already contained in the previous promises of the book; "there is, in 
short, no phrase or allusion of which we can say that it is alien to the prophet's 
style or environment, while the very key-notes of his book- return, backslid
ing, idols-tfu work of our hands, suck pity as a father hath, and perhaps even 
the answer or converse of v.9-are all struck once more" (GAS.); (3) the 
similarity between the epilogue and such passages as Je, 3110-20 is to be 
explained as due to the influence of Hosea on later writers; (4) while it is 
unlikely that Hosea's ministry closed with this word of promise at a time 
so close to the downfall of Northern Israel, it is probable that it comes from 
some earlier portion of his career, when the moral failure of Israel was not 
so clear, and the outlook still furnished occasion for hope. The present 
position in the book, it is suggested, is due to Hosea or some editor who 
thought it unfitting that the prophet's message should go down through the 
ages closing with a threat of punishment. But the weakness of the old 
position is seen in the unreadiness of those who hold it to permit this chapter 
to stand at the end of the book. 

S. ril,lt':,] 6 ,)<T8l111J<Tat.-8. c,,:i,] l!., multos. Gr. ,,:i, (cf. Pr. 410). With 
6 and .S insert "your God" after " Yahweh." -1,011 J F and many codd. of 
de R. = l"ICH).-Hlt'l'I ~,] 61/,rw<; !'1/ MfJTJn = ~H~i:,-~;11 (Vol.); .S ~~? 
\.~ = Hlt'n •:,(?) (Seb.); 'A. 1r8.<Tav IJ.pare; e .. l;\a<T8ijva,. Some codd. of 
6, ouvaaa, 1r8.1Tav d.,pa1pe,v (li.µa{JTla.11); hence Oort ( ThT.and Em.) and Val. 
l'l!!i?' 1:1?:J~. Gr. Hlt'l'I-S~~- Scholz, "l'I-SH. Gardner, )11t'l'I-S:i (= regard not). 
-np1) 6.5 pl. Oort (ThT. and Em.), ni;i~!1 (so Val., Oet. (or Me~]), Now.2, 

Marti). Gr. nHt:lnl for :nc nr,, nr being dittog. of prec. 1nr, -nc~lt'J1] ,S 3 p. sg. 
= 0~'?'!7'1· Gardner, SvJ,, connecting no_ with following, -C•"lll] Read 'ji' 
with 6 Kap,r6v; so .S (so also Duhm, Theo!, 132; Oort, ThT. and Em.; We., 
Val., Loft,, Now., Marti); F vitulos = ''Ji (so also Oet.). Hi. 11•iD. G?. 
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'11~· Gardner, M!l"lll.-lJ'l"IDII'] Jo= Dt()DII', J!, adds et aepulabitur in banu 
car vestrum. Dohm, lJ'l"IDW!l, Gardner, lJ1l"l1DWll.-4. Jo begins with l"l!lNl, 
-Mll';tll] 61:TW pl.-p "li:>H) 6 o i, uol; 1:7 quia efus, qui in It est; e. lln 
i, uo{; ;6 ~h ~• Oort and Gr. :,~ •J~!:'- Hal. precedes by n,;-!:' •;,. 

, V 

-en,•] 6 V.e,jun=Dt:I~; (Vol.); '.B' misereberis; .S ~I ~;,:.o.-cm•] 
Oort and Gr. om, as dittog, of cn,•.-5. Hll"IN] Gr. CND"IH,-Dl"l:rndt:J 
8 1Ca.Toocl1n a.vTwv = cn•.:irvnJ (Vol.); ;61J'W take in sense of penitenee, con-

.. • 
versian. Gr. !ll"l.lll:'llll. We. llllll( ?). - n.:i,J] Ji5 ,~;r Hal. nn~~- -
::JIV] 6 diri!O"TP€1f'"• -iJc!l) Hal. cnll.-6, SNilV,',]-1•1] 1:7 erumpet, with 
.,IV as subj. Houbigant, ia•i. Oort, n,,. Read, with We. and Now., ,.,S,,. 
Oet. i,.;i~•!•-IU.l~-'] J!, sicut thus, Oort (ThT. and Em.), n~;i~2 (so Val.), 

We., Now., and Marti om. as dittog, from v,8,-7, ,,~•] ;6 \~0.Alc. Gr. 

,n~i•.-tiJ:iS,] J!,m-; = nm~, (so also New., Gr.).-8. ,.:iw•] Ji5 ,<i:1.cu0, 
probably an error for ,~0ll.l0 (Seb,). Val. lJ!f;1,-'.lW•] 6 Ka.i Ka8,0DJ1Ta.• 
= 1.:if~! (Vol.); so ;6; similarly W. Read, with Oort ( ThT. XVI. 298 f., 
and XXIV. 503), l.l!f;] (so We., Val., Loft., GAS., Now., Oet., Hal., Marti), 
Oort (Em.), i:i~~• omitting preceding •1.lf;· - ,',:s::i] We., Now., Oet., and Marti, 
•7~~--1•r,,] 6 r,lo-0I1Ta.1 =!•~~(Vol.); so ;6'.B'; cf. W. 6 inserts here Ka.l 
µdroo-8,jo-0I1Ta.1 =,,,,,(Vol.); some codd., O'T'1/P•x/Jfio-0J1Ta.1, Oort (ThT. and 
Em.), l'~'.• Perles, Now., and Marti, i•n:, foll. 6, and considering r,luo,,,.a., 
a later correction based on ffiW. Oet. w,,,. Read, with GAS., foll. 6, i•n•1 
,,,,,.-pi] Oort (ThT. XVI. 299, XXIV: 503, and Em.), p,.:i, and adds 
l"l ,,,v, (in Em. l-'lf~). Marti, Jlf1- or l!f1.r;, or 'l;r,- Read, with GAS. and 
Oet,, )!;,,-tniD•] 6 sg. Oort, n,c,, with C•"IDN, from beginning of v.9, in
serted after )DJ as subj.-1,::,1] SS== c,,1. Oort (ThT. and Em.) and Oet. 
om. last three words of v,8 as a marginal note. Ew. ,,~!· Gr. ~,~f'.· Marti, 
~,,1,,. Read, with GAS., i,:ir (cf. Is. 668). -ru:,SJ Some codd. of de R. "11!
G;~ ~nd Hal. 11::i,n (cf. E~: 2718). Che. (Exp. Nov, '97, p. 365), :i.J?~• 
-9. SS begins v. with ;:.of.le, and treats 'DH as its subj.; so W.-,S] Read, 
with 6, a.vTij,, ,S (so also New., Ew., Or., We., Gr., Loft., GAS., Now., Oort 
(Em.), Oet., Marti).-0,::iiv,] 6 = ·v',, (so also Gu.).-WJP] 6 ba.1rel,wua. 
a.w6•== l'l:1'~11 (so also Dathe,Oort, ThT. andEm.; Volz,Oet.,Now,2); so SS. 
One cod. of Kenn. inJ;tN. We. 1rn11. Gr. and Marti, 1•n•Jl1, Hal. :,,n,li,.
ll"llWH] 6 ICO.TIO"XVO'W a.VTOP == 1J"l'f;· cvol.); .$ -.Q •••• ,::i:.f= ll"l,f!:'!!\ (S~b.) j 

F dirigam tum. Oort, ll"lr;tl'-l1, Gr. lJ1!f!:'~1· We. in;\?~!- Val. :i11w~!• Oet. 
~l~;ii:1~1 (so Now.2). Gardner, IJ~•~,!!!• Marti, u~•IPN), Volz, rm iu,,,i:,. Che. 
(Exp, T. IX. (1898) 331), IIUIW)J iir;.-ll'l"IJ-'] Hal. n-r, or n,iw,.-,,,D] 
Gr. ,,,D(?) (so Volz, Oort (Em.), Marti).-H~oi] Volz, nQ~'.• 

1. Return, Israel, to Yahweh thy God] The introductory words 
of the utterance. The imperative is predictive (cf. Is. 2J1 4i) 
= the time will come when thou shalt return. For the consist
ency of this prediction with the announcement to the effect th~t 
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there was absolutely no hope, reference is made to ( 1) othei 
timilar passages, viz. 110-21 214-1!3 s1_. 1 rs-u, but these are mostly 
late; (2) the suggestion that while the passages without hope 
applied to the nation as such, such expressions as these were 
addressed to the faithful few; (3) the proposition that in all pre
dictions of disaster there is a conditional element ( cf. J e. 18811"') ; 
but these are not sufficient to overcome the difficulties suggested 
above. Israel's apostasy was the cause of the whole trouble 
( cf. J e. 219) ; his return is the first step to be taken toward 
reconciliation.-For tkou kast stumbled by thine iniqui.ry] Cf. 
48 55• Israel's iniquity (crookedness) occasioned the fall; for 
the calamity has already come (cf. 513 f. 78r'). -2. Take with you 
words and return unto Yahweh your God] The last two words 
are found in @ and .S, and are required by the measure. Words 
(not my words (v.s.), nor Yahweh's words,• for (a) in this case 
something more definite would be required, and (b) this would 
not be consistent with the following lines ; nor words which are 
to be taken to heart t) are to be the gift carried to Yahweh, for 
(Ex. 23lli 34w) none shall appear before Yahweh empty; words, 
rather than sacrifice and burnt offering (cf. 56). These words 
must express repentance, not fitful, but true and strong.t
Say unto him: Do tkou wholly remove (i.e.forgive) iniquity] The 
prayer begins with petition for pardon. The emphatic ',::> used 
adverbially ( et 2 S. 1 9 Jb. 2 73) describes the pardon called for 
as one entirely complete; v.i. Oort's emendation (v.s.), "thou 
art able to forgive," is very ingenious, but v. Nowack; cf. also 
Graetz, "Wilt thou not forgive?" -And do thou take good] 
i.e. take it well§ that we pay, etc.; or accept what is good, viz. 
that we pay, etc.; II or graciously receive (us) ; 1 or let thyself 
be gracious;** or take good things tt (cf. Ps. 1079 Pr. 1i Is. 5 52). 
Graetz's suggestion (v.s.) means nothing; but Oort's, "and let us 
receive good," furnishes a good meaning. @ and .S have the 
imperative 2d person plural "take ye," but this is inconsistent 
with what follows. -And we will pay the fruit of our lips J i.e. if 
thou wilt forgive, etc., we will pay, etc. ; or do thou forgive, etc., 

•m. t Umb., Sim., Now., and most comm. ff We., Now, 
t Bauer. § Dathe, Sim, U Ke, 'II Hd., AV. tt Pu., BDB. 
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that we may pay, etc. ;flMlm: "We will pay the calves of our 
lips"• is ungrammatical and senseless; it is hardly any improve
ment to render "we will pay (as if with) bullocks, (with) our 
lips." t Cf. Hitzig's rendering (v.i.), "thoughtless utterances" 
(Je, 512). It is impossible to find any satisfactory treatment of 
l:l'~El; nor is it necessary when @'s suggestion of •~El is so close; t 
cf. Is. 5 719• The fruit of the lips is, of course, the words spoken 
in praise and thanksgiving (Ps. 5116 r. 69&H-). On ti1,r,e,, cf. Ps. 5014. 
-3 c. For in thee the orphan finds mercy (or piry)] This line 
stands better here, because (1) i:i has nothing in v.3 to which it 
may refer, while here it connects closely with the 2d person of 
the verbs K!t'l"l and Mi'; ( 2) it explains here the ground of their 
praise and thanksgiving, viz. for mercy shown, while with v.3"· ~ it 
makes no logical connection; ( 3) in its position in ffll!t it has 
nothing with which it stands in parallelism, and it interferes with 
the strophic structure, while in the position here suggested it not 
only relieves strophe 3, but completes strophe 2, which other
wise would be incomplete. The orphan is "das von Menschen 
verlassene, rein auf Yahweh angewiesene Israel" (Wellhausen); 
cf.Jn. 1418.-3 a.b. Assyria shall not save us] A pledge to give 
up looking for help toward Assyria ( cf. 513 ,11 89). - We will not 
ride upon horses (from Egypt)] A second pledge to leave off 
trusting in Egypt, for alliance with Egypt included the provision 
of cavalry by Egypt (cf. 17 1013 with Is. 3016 311). From the 
times of Solomon horses were brought into Palestine from Egypt 
(1 K. 1028 Ez. 1715). See the prohibition in Dt. 1716• -And we 
wilt no more say : " Our God," to the work of our hands] Cf. 1 J2. 
This is the third pledge, viz. not to treat as God images which 
were made by themselves. This is the climax of the pledge. 
With these three points covered, Israel will be at one with Yah
weh. The chief planks in the platforms of both political parties 
of earlier times are here rejected. In the phrase, "work of our 
hands," is seen an example" of the splendid morsels of irony in 
which" later prophecy "lashes idolatry" ( cf. Is. 4217 441)..i. § -

4. I wit! heat their backsliding] Although no words are used to 

* So Cal., Hd., GAS., et al. t Dathe, Ma., Ew., Sim., Ke., Che. 
! So S'o, St., Duhm, Oort, We., Loft, Va!., Now. 

-§ Cf. Che. in toe,; Marti considers 3~. 4~ glosses within the interp(!lation 1-s_ 
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introduce a different speaker, the context leaves us in no doubt. 
Yahweh in his turn replies not directly to them, but in an indirect 
way, as if speaking to the prophet concerning them; cf. u 7• 

Their apostasy, or backsliding, is regarded as a disease, which 
will be healed.-I will love themfreely] i.e. of my own free will; 
because of that which is in me, not because of anything in them. 
This is added as a poetic parallel to the preceding, and is gram
matically independent. - Since ( = now that) my anger is l'Tlrned 
away from them] The pronoun is 3d singular, :·.e. collective. The 
Babylonian Codex has from me, a mistake growing out of Je. 2 35• 

•:p furnishes the ground for what follows in 5", not what precedes. 
This connection of ~. with 5 " is clearly shown by the parallelism. 
It is only in 5 b and following that the subject changes from Yahweh 
to Israel. For other cases in which •:i ( = or,), with its explicative 
clause, precedes the clause explained, cf. Gn. 311.· 17 1820 2720 

Ex. 1 19 1815 2 S. 1943 Is. 2815• - 5. I will be as the dew unto 
Israel J The dew is here a figure of beneficence, kindness ; cf. its 
very different force in 64. ',ro = night-mist or vapor, which comes 
in the summer with the west wind. This counteracts much of 
the evil effect wrought by the sirocco or east wind; cf. 1J15. -
He shall blossom as the lily J Cf. Ecclus. 39H. This figure sug
gests beauty and fruitfulness. On l!t'lt', v.i.-And his root shall 
spread (like Lebanon)] Cf. Is. II10 532• Whether the cedars of 
Lebanon* are intended, or the mountains,t is secondary, in view 
of the doubt which attaches to the word 1,~:.',:i, partly because 
of the abruptness of the change and the obscurity of the sense 
gained, and partly because of the frequent occurrence of the 
word in these last verses; cf. v.7• On i:i',•i for 1•1, v.s. -6. And 
his saplings shall spread J This seems to be a gloss intended to 
explain 50 ; cf. Is. 532, where Mi'"' occurs as here, in the sense 
of sucker, the superfluous shoots about the roots, which ordinarily 
are cut out in order to strengthen the main stock.-And his 
beauty shall be like the olive-tree] Cf. Je. u 16 Ps. 528• This figure 
suggests beauty, but also something of the greatest value. -And 
his smell like Lebanon] i.e. like the smell of the cedars and 

• l!l'., Jer., AE., Ki., Geb., Mau., Sim., Pu., WU., etal. 
t New., Hes., Ke,, Schm., Or .. GAS., .tat. 
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aromatic trees ( cf. Ct. 411). Smell = name ; cf. Ct. r3• - 7. They 
shall return and dwell in his shadow] Cf. Ez. 316• This cannot 
be a continuation of Yahweh's words, because it reads his shadow; 
but whose shadow could it be if not Yahweh's (cf. v.8)? The 
shadow of Lebanon,* or Israel himself?t (cf. Je. 316·12). V.7 con
tains only a repetition of what has been said. It is therefore 
best to regard it as an interpolation by a still later hand, t and 
to suppose that it was intended to be the utterance of the pro
phetic writer, not of Yahweh. The text is difficult. Reading 1!:l!D'i 

for ':l'D' (v.s.), the sense becomes clear: Once more they will 
dwell§ under his shadow. This is better than ( r) to connect 
,::.iw, with 1'M' = once more shall they that dwell, etc., bring corn 
to life (i.e. cultivate corn),!I or (2) jl:I[([; = shall turn those who 
dwell in his shadow (and) they shall revive.1 -And they shall 
live well watered like a garden]=,,,.,, p::i W'1'1 (v.s.); cf. Ps. 368• 

With this translation may be compared (r) they shall revive (as) 
the corn;** ( 2) bn'ng corn to life tt ( cf. the statement in 714), 
neither of which seems satisfactory. -And they will sprout like 
the vine] The vine is frequently mentioned in figurative speech; 
e.g. 101 Ps. 808· 14 1283 Ct. 78 Is. 34¼ Je. 2 21 69 Ez. 17.-And their 
renown will be like the wine ef Lebanon] Ct. 1 3 ; cf. also M'"l of 
preceding verse, and Ho. 1 26• Contrary to N owack's a priori sug
gestion that good wine could not be produced so far north, cf. the 
testimony of von Troil (cited by Henderson), "On this mountain 
are very valuable vineyards, in which the most excellent wine is 
produced, such as I have never drunk in any country, though in 
the course of fourteen years I have travelled through many, and 
tasted many good wines." H Perhaps ,,::i1 should be read with 
G. A. Smith, ~"1!?!, and in the sense given this word in Is. 663, 

they shall be fragrant; cf. ~.-8. Ephraim, what more has he 
to do with idols] Yahweh speaks here. V.8 is in close connec
tion with v.6• ,i, should be read ·b (v.s.). If ~([; is retained, 
the translation is, Ephraim (shall say): fVhat have I to do any 
more with idols?§§ On the form of utterance, cf. Ju. n 12 2 S. 1610, 

etc. -I respond (to him) and look after him] i.e. it is I who, etc.; 

• Rashi. ,' AE., Wii., Che. ! So Now. 
~ So Oort, We., Val., Loft., GAS., Now., Oet., Hal. 11 Hi., Ew., Sim., Ke., Che. 
'IIWii.,AV, ffHd, ttChe. l:!Ct,1-',iny,Nat.Hist.XiV.7. §J.i):il,AV, 



et 21uo.2t, Yahweh now replies or gives response to Israel in the 
same temper as that with which J srael met Yahweh, and besides, 
he looks upon him for the purpose of rendering assistance (Ps. 849 

119132 Jb. 3i4), i.e. he looks after his needs. Cf. the opposite, 
"to hide his face," Dt. 3117, Wellhausen's "his Anath and 
Asherah" is a freak of the imagination. Volz's "I answered 
him with wine and corn" is better, but not strong. - I am like 
an evergreen cypress] It is difficult to read this of Yahweh, but 
it is still more difficult to place it in Israel's mouth. In favor of 
the former* is the fact that it is demanded by the following clause 
of which Yahweh is certainly the subject. Yahweh's shelter and 
protection of his people are likened to the refreshing shade of 
the cypress. If the words be referred to Israel, there is the 
difficulty that Israel is likened in two successive clauses to two 
different kinds of tree, for the cypress is not a fruit tree. As 
opposed to this, and in favor of the latter,t is the fact that 
Yahweh is nowhere else likened to a tree. If the figure is used 
of Israel, the punctuation of ~!!!: must be disregarded, and this 
clause be taken with ,~i11/)~1 = and I look after him like an 
evergreen cypress. With all its difficulty, the former is to be 
preferred. - From me is thy fru# found] This is clearly in Yah~ 
web's mouth, and announces, as the last word of the dialogue, 
that from Yahweh comes all of Israel's prosperity. 

2. "I.I'] For ,11; for other cases, v. Dt. 480 3o2 Jo. 212 Am. 46. 8. 9-11 La. ;r<'. 
S. 1:iiv1 ••• ,np] Two consec. imvs.; H. 23, rm. i. On the change to pl. from 
sg. of v. 2, cf. Ko. Stil. 237.-~,] With adverbial force; GK. 128e; but cf. 
Ko. 277 m, 339 r.-c•'1ll] Other cases of stat. abs. in place of stat. cstr., Ju. 513 

Pr. 2221 Dt. 3311• -4. 1:i iwNJ On causal force of '11t'N, KB. 389a, 344c; 
contra Ew.8 § 331 d. On :i marking agent, Ko. 106, 1:i = through thee alone, 
Ko. Stil. 196,-li, c:i;iNJ With a only in Ip. sg.; elsewhere ,,,..,, GK. 68f.
n:i,,] = ·;:i, Ko. 332 r, cf. Dt. 2324• -6. m:v11V] A noun of u;;_ity, Ko. 255 6. 
For literature on form and origin, cf. BSZ. The reference is, perhaps, to the 
fragrant white lily with six bell-like leaves, which grows wild in Palestine and 
"is unsurpassed in its fecundity, often producing fifty bulbs from a single 
root" (Pliny, Hist. Nat. XXI. 5). Possibly ~ ~~, the royal lily, is 
meant. This is three or four feet high, with a stem of the thickness of a 

• Rashi, Ki., Hd., Wil., Or., Now., et al. 
t So '!Ji!r, Sim.; Ma. treats v,9 as a dialogue between Israel and Yahweh, this 

clause belonging to Ephraim, 
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finger and flowers of great beauty. - 7. 1.::,',•] Masc. with fem. subj., Ko. 205 ,. 
-8. lll:J~] Without art. (cf. vs.6 •nd 7), Ko. 295 c.-·:i •:i:t>•J If retaineci, scat. 
cstr. before prep., Ko. 336w.-9. '7 ••• ,,-no) More usual ·1 ••• •,-:,0 (but 
cf. Jc, 218); Ko. 376/. 

§ 20. The lesson to be learned. 149• A man who desires 
wisdom will study such things as these that are found in Hosea's 
prophecy. It will be seen from these chapters that Yahweh's 
ways are straight, and that by them men stand or fall. 

In a five-line stanza (trimeter movement), a reader from a late period adds 
his own understanding or interpretation of Hosea's writings as a whole. Two 
elements in the verse betoken the lateness of the conception, viz. the strong 
coloring of the wisdom-speech, and the division of humanity into two classes, 
viz. the righteous and transgressors; cf. Pr. u 6 1519; also Ecclus, 3924• 

9. Whoso is wise, let him discern these things] Here •~ is used 
indefinitely, in the sense of whoever, or if any one. The words 
wz'se (c!:lM) and discern (r=) are technical terms of the wisdom
vocabulary ; these things means, of course, the preceding . dis
courses of the prophet Hosea. The reader's advice is this: 
Notice how things work out in history, as in the case of Israel, and 
acquiesce therein ; for to do this is a mark of "wisdom." - Pru
dent, then let him know them] A parallel statement, reenforcing 
what has just been said, expressed likewise in wisdom-language 
(cf. ~=,, from r!:l (v.s.), and l.!"1", which might mean here either 
acknowledge, confess ( as in J e. 313 Is. 5 912 Ps. 5 13) or observe, per
ceive, i.e. secure the lessons of wisdom they were intended to 
teach ; cf. the absolute use of l.!"1' be wise, in Is. 13, and its use 
with :ib!:lM in Pr. 2414).-For Yahweh's ways are straight] •~ 
= for, not that. The word Providence would, perhaps, suitably 
represent the frequently recurring phrase, Yahweh's ways, which 
includes the ways in which he acts, as well as those in which men, 
under his guidance, move. The reference is to Hosea's interpre
tation of these ways. Yahweh's dealings put men on straight (i.e. 
not crooked, but lying in an unbroken level; cf. Is. 264

) or right 
(i.e. righteous) ways; cf. Dt. 324 Ps. 199

• - The righteous walking 
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in them] This word righteous (t:i'i''.,:l) is not used elsewhere in 
Hosea. This is not explained by the fact that there were none 
such in his days,* but is due to the fact that this technical phrase 
had not yet come into use. The clause is subordinate to the 
preceding, not coordinatet with it. To walk in Yahweh's ways is 
to adopt a course of conduct in harmony with Yahweh's will, and 
consequently one which permits them to go forward prosperously. 
- But sinners stumbling by them] That is, they fall and suffer 
utter ruin. The same ways lead in one case to life, but in the 
other to death; cf. Dt. 3019• ID I Cor. 118• 

10. 'l?] Although apparently an indefinite pronoun here, it is really inter
rogative, wko is wise? let kim, etc. ( cf. similar cases after ,,, Je. 911 Ps. 10743), 

-0;,~•1 ... P''] On , with jussive marking what is really the apodosis of a 
conditi~nal sentence, ·GK. 166a.-o•~'~t] In the sense of just, i.e., right in 
one's cause, this word occurs in E (Ex. 237• 8), Am. 26 512, but in the general 
ethical sense it does not occur earlier than Jeremiah (cf. 2012, Is. 310 being 
late). The two clauses at the end of the verse are closely parallel, and should 
be taken together, both being subordinate to the preceding; v.s. 

•Hd. t As We., Now., and most others make iL 

2E 
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