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PREFACE 

DR. LIDDON drew up this Analysis for the use of his 

pupils, when he was lecturing on this Epistle, as Ireland 

Professor of Exegesis. It was privately printed in 

1877, and is now published in substantially the same 

form as he left it. Only a few verbal alterations have 

been made. 

Dr. Liddon's literary executors wish to express their 

thanks to Mr. J. C. Du Buisson, M.A., late Demy of 

Magdalen College, for verifying all the references and 

quotations. 

St. Matthias' Day, 1897. 
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(i. 3-20). 
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IV. 

EPILOGUE, F01:ra PARTING EXHORTATIONS, SUMMING UP LEADING 
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ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE 

TO TIMOTHY 

Salutation (i. 1, 2). 

1. Prorn wltorn the greeting is sent (ver. 1). 

Paul the~ The Christ. 

{

I. Source of his Apostolic authority is JesuH 

Apostle.~ rt. of Gon the Father, 
2. Standard of his au- 1Tco~poi; ~µ.wv 

thori ty is regulated ( ver. r ). 
by the command b. of the Lord J esuH 
(Kar' Emray~v) Christ, our Hope 

(ver. 1). 
2. To whorn the greeting is sent (ver. 2). 

•r· tl {I. child to a spiritual parent ; nno 1y; . . . 
I • 1 t· t th 2. yv711T{ie-not illegitimate ; us re a 10n o e 

A tl 3. Ev '7Tlrrnt-not in the order of nature poB' o as 
(vor. 2 a). 

3. In wltat the greeting consists ( ver. 2 b ). 

l
x&.pti;, 

A 1. threefold gift l>..€oi;, 
€lp~V1], 

prayer 
for a 2. emanatmg rom • f la. 0€0V Ilarpo<; 

( ho) b. Xp:;~ov '11]<TOV TOV KvpCov ~J.LWV. 

B 



2 The Fi'rst Epistle to Ti'mothy 

[Obs. 1. Peculiarities of this greeting are (1) 1<0.T' btra-y~v 
0•ov, for the usual Bui 8,>...,µaTos 0,ov, as in 1 Cor. i. 1 ; 

2 Cor. i. 1 ; Eph. i. 1 ; Col. i. 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 1. l,nTa'YT/ 

implies 9,,.,,,µa, but also points to St. Paul's being an 
Apostle in the special sense of ono immediately com
missioned by Gon. Of this, Timothy did not require to 
be reminded : St. Paul has other readers of the Epistle
perhaps false teachers-in view, ns in Gal. and Cor. 
(2) The designation of Gon the Father as aorri,p .,µwv is 
peculiar to the Pastoral Epistles. He is so named on 
account of His care for our healing and salvation 
manifested through sending His Son. Luke i. 47; Tit. 
i. 3 ; ii. 10. Christ is our lc>..,rls, as winning and being 
the Eternal Life which is the object of hope. Tit. i. 2. 

So Col. i. 27. (3) In the Benediction itself between 
x<ip,s and •lp.,Vf/ is inserted the word l>..,os. Nowhere 
else, except in 2 Tim. i. 2 ; since in Tit. i. 4 the reading 
,;>..,os is not genuine. ,;>..,os is added to the usual 
greeting, because Bishops, such as Timothy, on account 
of their great responsibilities, especially need it.] 

[Obs. 2. Timothy is a -,,,.,a,ov Ti1<vov ,v ,rlaTE<. Not 1<aTa 

aa.pl«L, but ,v 1r.aTH: see 1 Cor. iv. 14-17. St. Paul is the 
spiritual father of his converts: see Git!. iv. 19. T<l<VOV 

is strengthened by -yv.,a10v. Timothy is not a v69os, 
like some of the false teachers perhaps. His faith 
was worthy of his spiritual parentage. He is St. Paul's 
rf.KJ1011 d:ya.TT1JT0v 1ml 1TtcrrOv lv Kvplq,. I Cor. iv. 17.J 

(Obs. 3. Even if the untenable .,µwv were retained after 
e,ov 1raTpvs in ver. 2, Xp,arov 'I11aov would depend not on 
,raTpos, but on a1r6. Christ is a second although mediating 
source, from and through Whom the blessings of the 
Father descend upon the Church.] 



I 

Purpose of the Apostle in placz"ng Timothy 
at Ephesus (i. 3-20). 

§ I. The Apostolic Commission, which had been addressed 
by St. Paul to Timothy (ver. 3 a). 

r
r. In what terms (1rapmiAEua). Timothy entreated 

as a friend. 

l
2. To what effect (1rpouµ.E'ivaL tv 'E<J>fr<:.>)· Timothy 

is to remain stationed at Ephesus. • 
3. Under what circumstances. St. Paul himself was 

on his way to Macedonia (ver. 3 a). 

§ 2. Purpose (tva, ver. 3 b) of this Commission in Ephesus. 
Timothy is to command some teachers 

r. not to play at deviations from the Apostolic 
doctrine ( hEpooLoauKaAE'iv) ( ver. 3 b ). 

2. not to give attention to ( early Gnostic) µ.v0oL and 
interminable genealogies ( of imaginary beings) 
(ver. 4a). 

§ 3. Reasons for the work thus enjoined on Timothy 
(vv. 4 b-17). 

Reason I (general). The new Ephesian teaching does not 
secure the true ends of Christian instruction (vv. 4 b-6). 

r. The (µv0oi and) yEvrn>..oylaL do more to suggest points 
for controversy than to illustrate the Divine Dis
pensation (of Redemption), which is only understood 
in the sphere of faith (ver. 4 b). 

B 2 



4 The First Epistle to Tt'mothy 

2. On the other hand (ai), the end which is aimed at by 
the injunction which Timothy is to give (?TapayyeAla) 
to the Ephesian teachers is (the promotion of) Love 
(oyam1) to Gon and Man. 

This 
Love must 

issue 

a. from a pure heart (which alone is 
capable of true love). 

b. from a good conscience (which inter
poses no secret barrier between love 
and its object). 

c. from a faith, which is what it professes 
to be ( avv1r0Kpfrov ), ( and so gazes 
really on the object of love) (ver. 5). 

3. The erring teachers at Ephesus had missed their pre
sumed aim ( a<TTox~uavTH) at these sources of charity, 
and had turned aside (from the path which leads 
to Gon) to discuss empty trivialities (j.,.arn,oAoylav) 

(ver. 6). 

Reason II (specific). The Ephesian teachers are mistaken 
in their ideas about the Law of Moses (vv. 7-10). 

Mistake r in respect of their own capacity for discussing 
it. Their wish is to be voµ.oa,MuKaAot, somewhat on 
the Jewish pattern. But in point of fact they under
stand neither the phraseology which they employ, 
nor the subject respecting which they speak so 
positively (ver. 7). 

Mistake 2 in supposing that the law, as an outwm·d rule, 

is designed to help the Christian UKaios. Yet for him 
it does not exist as an external code, confronting and 
condemning his conscience; because the Holy Spirit 
has made it the guiding principle of his inward 
being. Rom. viii. 4. (ver. 9). 
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§ The Apostle concedes (o!SaµEv) that the law is ex
cellent ( Ka>..6s) if it be used in accordance with its 
true design (voµlµws) (ver. 8). 

Mistalce 3 in forgett/,ng that the law, Man CYUtward rv,le, 
is intended for the sinful (vv. 9 b-10). 

These sinners, for whom the law KEtTat, are described 

(A) generically, in their relations 

I. to law, as {
a. neglecting it, av6µo,s. 
b. resisting it, avv1r0Ta.KT0,s. 

{
a. not revering Him, a<TE/3l,n. 

2. to Gon, as 
b. sinning against Him, aµapn,,>..o'is. 

! a. being without it, avo<TLOLS, 
3. to sanctity, as

1
b. being outside its sphere, /3EM>..o,s 

(ver. 9). 

(B) specifically, as exaggerated offenders against 

1. The fifth Com-}Strikers of fathers, 1raTpa>..~ais. 
mandment Strikers of mothers, µ71Tpa>..~a,s. 

2. The sixth Com-}M d , " , ur erers, avupo<f,ovo,s. 
mandment 

3. The seventh Com-}1r6pvois. 
mandment apCTEVOKofrais. 

4. The eighth Com-JM t , ,, ,, " an-cap urers, avupa,rouL'1'Ta,s. 
mandment 

5. The ninth Com-}Liars, 'fEV'1'TaLS. 
mandment Perjured, im6pKots-. 

6. Any other offenders who are in antagonism to the 
healthy (Apostolic) doctrine (as to morals) (ver. 10). 

§ Now this estimate of the law is not arbitrary or 
subjective, but KQTO. TO Evayyl>..,ov Tijs o6fris TOV 



6 The Fi·rst Epistle to Tz"mothy 

l'-aKaplov 0£ov, which had been entrusted to the 
Apostle. Thus he is led to mention, although 
indirectly, 

Reason IIL The Apostolic teaching (i. e. the pure Gospel, 
in contrast to the Ephesian l'-aTaio>.oyla) does, as his own 
experience proves, satisfy the deepest wants of man 
(nr. 12-16). 

~ This is shown by reference to what the Gospel had 
done for the Apostle himself (vv. 12-16). 

A. The blessings he has experienced (vv. rr-13 a). 
Here 
r. He describes the Apostolic doctrine as 'the Gospel 

of the glory of the blessed Gon.' Yet he had 
been entrusted with it (ver. rr). 

2. He thanks our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has en
dowed him with spiritual power, 

a. for putting him into the ministry; 
b. as a proof of deeming him faithful (ver. 12). 

3. He contrasts his unconverted life, as that of 
a blasphemer,lwith the mercy extended to him in 
a persecutor, his Conversion and Apostleship 
an insulter, (ver. 13). 

B. Reasons for this extraordinary mercy (vv. 13 b-16). 

1. In the days of his unbelieving Jewish life he had 
acted in ignorance of GoD's real will (ver. 13 b ). 

2. The Divine Grace was in excess, even of such need 
as his. It was accompanied with faith and love, 
such as are found in those who are in Christ. 
He could understand how faithful to truth, and 
how entitled to the best attention of all human 
beings, was that proverbial saying current in the 
Church, which told that 'Christ Jesus came into. 
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the world to save sinners.' In his own estima
tion he himself was the person beyond all others 
who had needed to be thus saved (vv. 14, 15) . 

. 3· He was to be a v11or61rwau rwv µ.e>..>..ovrwv 1wr

TEVe1v els (w~v alwviov. No claim of his own, but 
£his gracious purpose towards others in after 
ages, was the reason for the mercy which he had 
experienced. He was the person in whom, first 
of all, Jesus Christ would show the whole power 
of His compassionate and forbearing love 
(ver. 16). 

§ Doxology uttered by the Apostle out of deeply-moved 
gratitude for the blessings of Redemption (ver. 17). 

(A) To whom this doxology is offered. T'f f3arnJ\.e'i. rwv 

alwvwv-to the King of the Ages (ver. 17). 

i. e. 

[Obs. alwv•s here, as at Heb. i. 2; xi. 3. (The ages in the 
aggregate suggest Eternity.) The full title here only 
in the New Testament ; but at Tobit xiii. 6, ro, Ecclus. 
xxxvi. 17. No reference to the Aeons of later Gnosticism.] 

I. ii<j,8apT'fl, Whom decay cannot reach (ver. 17). 
[cf. Rom. i. 23; Wisd. xii. r; r Tim. vi. r6: o µovos lxa,v 
a9avau[av.] 

2. iiopar'f', Whom the eye of sense cannot see 
(ver. 17). 
[cf. r Tim. vi. r6; Col. i. 15.] 

3. µ.ov'f), Who alone is What He is (ver. 17). 
[ <Toe/',?, text. rec. untenable. Cf. vi. 15, µ/,vos avva<TTT7s.] 

(B) In what this doxology consists (ver. 17). 

I. nµ.~l 
Kal els TOVS alwvas TWV alwvwv (ver. 17). 

2. Mfa 
[Obs. St. Paul elsewhere has only Mfa in doxologies. For 

this form, cf. Rev. v. 13. It corresponds to "1':!~1 iii1 
in Ps. xxi. 5; xcvi. 6.] 
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~ 4. The Commission to remain and work at Ephesus again 
laid (1rapaTt6t:µm) on Timothy (vv. 18-20). 

[Obs. 1. There is no apodosie to the protasis beginning 
,m9ws, ver. 3. The apodosis escapes the Apostle, owing 
to the necessary length of the protasis. Accordingly 
ver. 18 resumes the Apostolic order given in vv. 3-5, 
but with a new construction, and new reasons to 
support it.J 

[Obs. 2. The reasons which follow are personal to Timothy, 
and are therefore introduced by the affectionate T<1tvov 

T,,.&9 ... ] 

1. This Commission is in accordance 'with the tenor of 
the prophetic utterances over Timothy which had 
preceded his undertaking it ( KaTa TClS' rrpoayovuas l1rl 
O-f 1rpocf>11nias) (ver. 18 b). 

2. It is designed (tva) to enable him to bear himself as 
Christ's soldier should; equipped, as if in armour 
in these consolatory prophecies (lv avTais) (ver. 18 b). 

1. Timothy will succeed in this by holding fast ( lxwv) to 

i. faith (in the Apostolic teaching); 
ii a good conscience (cf. ver. 5), (ver. 19 a). 

2. (Reasons for 1. ii.) Practical reasons, drawn from 
experience, for keeping hold on a good conscience 
(vv. 19 b-20). 

a. (general). Some Christians, having deliberately 
thrust a good conscience from them ( a.1rwu&µt:voi ), 

have been afterwards shipwrecked in the matter 
of the Faith. A true. belief will not long survive 
unfaithfulness to Goo's inward voice (ver. 19 b). 

b. (particula1·). Hymenaeus and Alexander are living 
examples of this. They have been delivered over 
to Satan by the Apostolic excommunication, that 
they may be taught by punishment not to blas
pheme (Goo and His Truth) (ver. 20). 
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[Oba. 1. Hymeno.eus is probably the person mentioned at 
2 Tim. ii. 17, as teaching 'T~V ava11-radtv ~67] ...,,-,oviva,, 
and as overthrowing the fo.ith of some Christians. This 
was the final result of his €>Xchanging a good conscience 
for a bo.d one; his excommunication had preceded his 
aRsooio.tion with Philetus in propagating the denial of 
the future resurrection of the body. It is scarcely 
probable that Alexander is the person described as the 
smith (<I xa,\1<Eve) in 2 Tim. iv. 14, since that epithet is 
probably used to distinguish him from the better known 
associate of Hymenaeus.J 

[Obs. 2. For the form wapa3,36va, -rip ~-rav~, cf. 1 Cor. v. 5, 
Exclusion from the kingdom or Church of Goo by 
excommunication implies surrender to the 'prince of 
this world,' who reigns outside it and seizes those who 
pass the frontier. Cf. I Cor. v. 2 1 'iva ap6fi '" µ.foov, and 
ver. 5. In the Apostolic age, judicial separation from 
the Church was followed sometimes by bodily sufferings: 
I Cor. v. 5, ,!, f,,\•6pov -rij, 11ap1<6s. Its object was not 
penal, but remedial : 'iva mu3,v6waw. It was to promote 
the conversion of the excommunicate. On this subject, 
cf. Article xxxiii.] 



II 

Practical 1neasures which are to assist the 
object .for which Timothy is commissi'oned to 
work in Ephesus (ii. 1-1v. II). 

(1) 

First Measure (1rp&irov miv,o:iv) for upholding Apostolic 
Doctrine in Ephesus. The organization of Public 
Worship (ii. r-15). 

[Ohs. This is a practical consequence (0~11, ii. 1) of the 
1rapayy,>..ia (i. 3, 18). As before (i. 3) the Apostle still 
entreats Timothy, 1rapa1<a>..w (ib.).] 

I. Nature of the Public Worship to be offered to Gon 
( 7iOLELcr0aL ), ( ver. r ). 

1. ot:~crELs, expressing sense of personal insufficiency 
or want (olw ). Prayer for Divine help and 
grace. 

2. 1rpocr«:vxa{, expressing to a person (1rp6s) a wish or 
vow ( «:vxoµ.aL ). Prayer considered as an appeal 
to Gon. 

3. ivff6fm, intimate approach to Gon (in the way 
of intercession), (lvrvYX<lVELV ). 

4· tvxapLCTTLaL, thanksgivings (ver. r ). 

[Ohs. 1. Of the four words which are employed to express 
the general idea of prayer, fi•1Jt11s and 1rpo11.uxl, occur 
together as synonyms at Eph. vi. 18 ; Phil. iv. 6. 
1rpo11,vxfi is the more gene1·ic term of the two, a)' 
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implying any expression of wiAh to Gon, and not merely 
that arising from a sense of personal insufficiency. 
Equally general is lvT•v£,s, which only acquires the 
sense of intercession with reference to others from the 
prepositions with which it is connected. Rom. xi. 2, 

t<aTa Two,. Rom. viii. 34; Heb. vii. 25: inrlp Two•. In 
itself, lvuv£« means only approach to the Divine 
Presence, implying trust in Gon's willingness to receive. J 

[Obs. 2. St. Augustine (Ep. cxlix. 16, ad Paulin.; applies 
these words to the Eucharistic Office ; li•~o-m to the 
precationes before the Canon; 1rpoo-•vxai to the Canon, 
especially the consecration ; ivT•6£•« to the prayer., 
between the Lord's prayer and the blessing-interpel
lationes ; and •vxap,uTia, to the gratiarum actio, or 
thanksgiving, at the close. The words 1rpou•vx~, li,110-«, 

and •vxap,o-Tia, are combined at Phil iv. 6, as means 
of Ta alT~µaTa l,µiiw -y1101pi(,u6a1 trpos TOIi e,011.] 

II. Persons to be remembered in the Public Worship offerer! 
to GOD. 

1. 117rfp 7r4VTWV av8pC:mwv. Human beings, without 
any exception (ver. 1). 

[Obs. On the Puritan objection to the prayer in the 
Litany, 'That it may please Thee to have mercy upon 
all men,' see Hooker, E. P. b. 5, eh. 49.] 

2. vrrEp paui}\.lwv. Kings, Emperors. The Roman 
especially, but also others (ver. 2). 

[Obs. No inference as to the date of the Epistle can be 
drawn from the plur. ,8a<11Ae0111, which is only general.] 

3. 'll'aVTwv Twv iv V7iEpoxfi ovTwv. All persons in public 
offices connected with government (ver. 2). 

III. Purpose of the intercessions (for the heathen govern
ment) offered to GoD (ver.2 b). 

That Christians may live 

{ 

I. 

2, 

in outward quietness and peace (and so more 
easily); 

in all piety (E11uE/3Elq.) and gravity (a-Eµvonin) 

(ver. 2b). 
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[ Obs. 1. There is no practical distinction between ;,p,µov 

and ,)<rvxwv, The clause expresses, not the contents of 
the prayer for the government, but an importnnt object 
to be secured by it. The prayer is for the highest good 
of the Emperor and his subordinates: but Christians 
pray for them, with . the further hope that an nnswer 
to their prayers will secure their own tranquillity. In 
Apost. Const. viii. 12, this motive is embodied in the 
prayer Yva ,lp71vfVGJllra, rci 1rpor ,)µar.J 

[Obs. 2. On the use of prayers for the government in the 
early Church, see St. Justin Mart. Ap. i. c. 17; Athena
goras, Legat. pro Chri.stianis, sub fin. ; Origen, Contra Celsum, 

viii. 73 ; Tertullian, Apolog. c. 30. J 

~ Digresswn. Reasons for the foregoing Apostolic direction 
enjoining Public Prayer for all (vv. 3-7). 

[Obs. roiiro refers to ver. r, 1ro«ia-9a,.J 

Reason I from the intrinsic excelle'flce (Ka.\6v) of such 
prayer. Prayer for all, addressed to the Source of all 
good, approves itself as good to the moral sense of 
man ( ver. 3). 

Reason 2 from the acceptableness of such prayer before 
GoD, the Saviour of men (uwT11pos ~µwv) (ver. 3). 

[Obs. On ,!v&nr,av 0•ov, cf. 2 Cor. viii. 21, where lvw1rrnv 

K11pfo11 is contrasted with ivWTr<OV d.v6pw1raw.J 

Reason 3 (reason ( os, quippe qui) for 2) from the 
(antecedent) Will of Go D. He wills ( 8hw, not {3ov.\ffat) 

(ver. 4) 
that all should be saved (,ra.vrns uw8~vai): (ver. 4). 

that all should come to the full knowledge of the 
truth {Els t?Tlyvwuiv eu1.118Elas) (ver. 4). 

[Obs. r. This may be in opposition to some early forms of 
(what became afterwards) the Gnostic doctrine, to the 
effect that certain classes of men (the Hylici and 
Psychici) are incapable of salvation. But the context 
supplies abundant reason for the· statement, which may 
well be irrespective of any polemical import.] 
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[Ohs. 2. This Will of Go» (1) excludes His willing (volunlale 
anlecedenle) the damnation of any, (2) includes His 
giving gralia 1n1jflciens for salvation to all; but (3) is 
not inconsistent with the abuse of its free self-deter
mination on the part of a created will, and so with the 
actual condemnation of some men, which condemnation 
Go» also wills, not originally, but (volunlate consequenle) 
as a consequence of man's abuse of His gifts. J 

[Ohs. 3. tr<u9ijva, is the aim of the Divine will, ;.,,[-yv<utr<> 
a1'.719,ias is the precedent condition. 'Quod ultimum 
est in executione primum in intentione.' It is not 
a case of Hysteron Proteron.] 

Reason 4 (reason (y&.p) for 3) from the Oneness of Gon, 
the ground of His will that all should be saved 
(ver. 5 a). 

§ There is One Gon. As He is the only true GoD of 
all His ,.creatures, He wills the salvation of all 
(ver. 5 a). 

[Ohs. 1. It is implied that one of many gods might desire 
the salvation of only a portion of the human race. 
The Unity of Go» suggests that the One Supreme Being 
bas an equal interest in all His creatures. Cf. Rom. 
iii. 30: Ei1Tfp Ers O 8E0s, 8s Bt«t11.&u1u 7rEpaToµT,v E,c ff'i'1T£o.r;, 

1<al a1<po{JvtrTiav 3ui Til• 1rio-TE<us.] 

[Obs. 2. The Unity of Go» is generally taken for granted 
in the N. T. It is referred to by St. Paul° in I Cor. viii. 6, 
as the antithesis of polytheism ; in Eph. iv. 6, as the 
climax of the truths which .should secure unity in the 
Church.) 

Reason 5 from the Oneness of the Mediato1· (here E!s 
JJ-Eufr71s also justifies 8EAEi, ver. 4) between GoD and man, 
Himself truly Human, and representative of the race of 
men (ver. 5). 

[Obs. I. In St. Paul's earlier Epistles µ<<T•TTJ• is used of 
Moses: Gal. iii. 19, 20. Cf. Meyer in Joe. Elsewhere 
in the Hebrews only, in connection with 3,a9T/"'I· Heb. 
viii. 6, KpEIT'TOVOS 31a9-fi"'7S µ<O"<T'7S, ix. 15, 31a6~"'7S K<UVijs 
µ,triTTJ•· xii. 24, 31a9-fi1<71s vfos µ,o-iTr, 'l71,roi). Here our 
Lord is µ,o-i'T'I•, as one through Whom the Father 
realized His 911'.<1 miv-ras ,r019ijva,.] 
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[Obs . .:1. It is possible, but hardly probable, that dv9po,.,o, 
(ver. 5) is a protest against Docetism. Our Lord's 
Manhood is elsewhere insisted on without any polemical 
object: Rom. v. 15, as the antitype to Adam; 1 Cor. 
xv. 21, as antitypal to Adam, and the cause of the 
Resurrection ; Phil. ii. 7, 8, as the form of humiliation 
taken on Him at the Incarnation; Heb. ii. r6, 17, as 
involved in the necessity under which He was as High 
Priest to be made in all things like unto His brethren. 
On our Lord's humanity as the instrument of His 
Mediation, which bas its basis in the union of His two 
Natures in His Eternal Person, see Wilberforce, Doctrine 
of the Incarnalwn, chap. 7. The representative relation 
of His manhood to the whole race of men is the deepest 
reason for His 9,>..., ,ravTas ua,9ijva, in ver. 4.J 

Reason 6 from the Scope of the Redemptive Work 
of the Mediator. The one Mediator gave Himself 
a Ransom m exchange (avr£11.vrpov) for all {il7rep 
r.a.vrwv) (ver. 6). 

[Obs. I. aVTi>..vTpov, which occurs only here, diJfers from 
>..vTpov only in accentuating, by the prefixed preposition, 
the idea of exchange. For other references to our 
Lord's atoning death, see Tit. ii. 14, ,aa,,,,v .avTov l11TEp 
TJµiiw iva AvrpWUTJTCU 1JµEs &1rO 1r&.a,,~ d.110µ.las : Col. i. 14, Ev 
;;, •xo,uv T7fV a.110>..tJTpa,11,v, T~v 6.q,,11,v Twv dµ.apTLOJV: St. John 
vi. SI, cl a.pTo<; aE t.v i-yw ~&,uw v11Ep Tijs Tov 1t611µov (a,ijs,,) 
uap{ µ.ov iuTlv. (Tisch.) So here .avTov, as in St. Mat. 
:X:X. 28 ~V \f,VX17V.] 

[ Obs. 2. ;,,,.,p ,ravTwv ' for the good of all ' carries us back to 
ver. 4. If Christ died that all may live, it is in harmony 
with His Will to pray that all may live.] 

~ The testimony to this &vrt>,vrpov v1Tep ?Ta.vrwv was to follow 
m its due time (ver. 6). 

[Obs. µ.apr6p,ov, an appositional accusative. The testimony 
to the &vr/>..vrpov: not the dvTl1'vTpov itself testifying 
to the Divine 9,>..« (ver. 4). This µ.apTvp,ov is given 
to the world through the activity of the Christian 
Church, when and as GoD's Providence determines. 
For 1tatpo'is lBioLS, see I Tim. vi. IS ; Tit. i. 3 ; Gal. vi. 9.] 
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Reason 7 from the Apostle's perso'flal duty, marker\ 
out by his position ( els- ~ frl811v, ver. 7) in the Church, 
as taking part in its public testimony to the dvT[AvTpov 

v1rep 1ra.vTwv. If he thus witnessed to a Ransom offered 
for all men, this was a reason for his insisting on 
prayers for all (ver. 7). 

Here note 

The 
Apostle's 

r. appointment (frl811v). 

\ K~pvf, suggesting his chief work. 
2. office, )a1ro<Tr0Aos-, his mission from Gon. 

( otM<TKaAos- Mvwv, his range of action. 

3. sphere of action, Ev 7iL<TTEt Kal ii>..118elq, (ver.7). 

[Obs. r. H~pv(, here and 2 Tim. i. rr, of preachers of the 
Gospel. In 2 St. Peter ii. 5, of Noah. Cf. KrJpvaa<iv. 

r Cor. ix. 27 ; xv. 12. d1roaT0Ao< in the higher and 
restricted sense, cf. Gal. i. r ; as is implied by the pro
testation aA~9rniv A,-,w which follows, cf. Rom. ix. 1. 

a,MaH12Ao< <9viiJv, doctor Gentium; Gal. ii. 7--9; Rom. 
xi. 13; 2 Tim. i. 11.] 

[Obs. 2. iv ,r[aT« Ha1 aA719<i'f not (r) the object of the 
a,MaHaAo• in his work, since this would be expressed 
by <l< : nor (2) the same as iv -rji 1rlaTE< Tjj all.719,vjj, since 
an independent idea is expressed by each of the words ; 
but (3) the sphere within which the Apostle works. 
1riaT« describes the subjective condition of his work ; 
aA~9«a, the blessing which he administers. Cf. Rom. 
ii. 20 for a parallel relation of -,viiJa« and aA~9«a.] 

IV. Conduct of those who take part in the Public Worship 
offered to Goo (vv. 8-15). 

A. How men are to pray (ver. 8). 

[Obs. With oliv the Apostle resumes the injunctions which 
had been interrupted by the digression (vv. 3-7). 
fJovAoµ.a, expresses Apostolic authority, praecipio. Th., 
context shows that by 1rpoaevxea9a, public prayer must be 
intended.] 
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r. Place. (iv ,ravTl T0'1T'f>-) Wherever Christians as
semble (ver. 8). 

[Obs. Not only in the temple, or the synagogue.] 

2. Po;,tu1·e. ( l,ralpovTas ocrfovs XE'i:pas.) With elevation 
of the hands, implying that the active powers of 
man are directed upwards during prayer (ver. 8). 

[Obs. This posture was used (a) at swearing oaths, Gen. 
xiv. 22: (fJ) at benedictions, Lev. ix. 22; St. Luke xxiv. 50: 

('y) in prayer, Ps. xxviii. 2; xliv. 21; !xiii. 4.] 

3. Moral qualifications and dispositions (ver. 8). 

a. The hands must be 'holy.' Conduct generally 
stainless. 

[On oulovs, instead of liulas, see Winer, /J,r, N. T., p. So. For 
the idea, cf. Ps. xxiv. 4 : 'He that bath clean hands.' 
St. James iv. 8: 1ta8ap/uaT• x•ipas 1t<U d-yvluaTE 1tapB,as.] 

b. The soul must be free from the influence of 
opY1J: specially as felt against heathens, since it 

would check prayer for them (ver. 8). 
o,a>..oy,cr,.,.6s: discussion (not doubting) carried 

on with others at the cost of charity (ver. 8). 

B. How women are to conduct themselves in the Church 
of Christ (vv. 9-15). 

[Obs. The Apostle probably intended (C:.uavT<1,s, ver. 9) to 
construct a parallel statement to ver. 8 on the dutieij 
of women in public prayer. {Jov>,.oµa., must be supplied 
after wuaVTQIS, But, in.stead of 1rpou•vx•u8a,, we find 
1touµ.•iv lavnis (ver. 9). The character of the sex may 
account for this turn in the Apostle's thought: it was 
useless to discuss their duties in public prayer, until 
they had learnt to dress modestly, and to obey their 
husbands.] 
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I. DresB of Christian women (vv. 9, ro). 

Described 

a. by its ;v KaTauTo>..fi Kouµ.('!.', comely 
positive I apparel, marked 

characteristics J µ,eTd. al3oils, by modesty 
(ver. 9). ( KaL uw<f,po<TVv71s, and moderation. 

b. by its 
negative 
marks 
(ver. 9). 

i. personal decorations, such as 
plaitings of the hair. µ,~ iv 
7TAlyµ,a,nv. Cf. I St. Pet. 
iii. 3, fJ.l,7rAOK~ TPLXWV. i1~~1?, 
Is. iii. 24. 

a. xpvu['J!, Cf. I St. 

ii. ornaments 

Pet. iii. 3, 7rep{-

8euis XPV<TLwv, 

earrings,neck
laces, &c. 

put on the (3. µ,apyapfrais. 

person. y. lµ,anuµ,0. r.o>..v-

u,\et.'. Cf. St. 
Mat. xi. 8; St. 
Luke vii. 25 
(ver. 9). 

c. by its ruling principle, viz. that which 
becomes women who profess to be devout 
( hayye,\,\oµ,evais 8eoue{3Etav ). This profes
sion suggests good works as the best kind 
of adornment (ver. ro). 

[Ohs. l11ayyE>-AE<19ai T>)v 6Eo11E8uav, usod like the Lat. 'pro
fiteri,' e. g. artem. 6eo11E8ua, devotion, the religious 
life. Heb. i1ti1; n~7\J 

C 
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2. Du.,ties of a Christian woman (vv. r r, 12). 

( {

a. She is to be a learner, µav0avfrw. 

't' l /EV ~<Tvxla, pos1 1ve y. 1 • 
b. She is to liveliv 1durn inrorayfi 

Defined (ver. I I). 

\ 
{

a. She may not teach, i. e. in public. 
negatively. b. She may not wield autho1·ity over 

(av0wu,v) man (ver. 12). 

[Obs. r. On this passage, see 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. It would 
seem probable that, at first, women did speak, whether 
in prayer or prophecy, at the assemblies of the faithful, 
I Cor. xiv. 26; indeed the Apostle speaks of a -yvv~ 
1rpouwxoµlv71 -t, 1rpocf>TJT<vovua, in a passage appealed to 
by the Montanists, I Cor. xi. 5. Cf. Tert. Adv. Marc. 
v. 8. But this was inconsistent with woman's natural 
position, and was withdrawn on this ground (aluxpov, 
I Cor. xiv. 35), as well as in deference to the teaching 
of the law. (lb. 34.) In A.D. 398, women were for
bidden to teach publicly (Concil. Carth. iv. Can. 99), 
but allowed to give private instruction to their own sex. 
lb., Can. 12.] 

[Obs. 2. In Mr. Mill's work On the Subjectim of Women, p. 85, 
3rd ed., this precept of St. Paul is noticed as an instance 
of the Apostle's 'acceptance of social institutions as he 
found them.' The writer compares the Apostolic pre
cepts addressed to slaves, and t-0 the subjects of a military 
despotism, and then urges that Christianity was • not 
intended to stereotype existing forms of government 
and society.' But the analogy between the question 
before us and slavery or political absolutiRm fails in 
this,-that the latter are only morbid outgrowths of 
human society, while the position of women, as en
joined by the Apostle, finds its reason in the original 
constitution of human nature, which Christianity may 
sanctify, but cannot abrogate.] 

~ Reasons for the Apostolic injunctions respecting the sub
jection and silence of women (vv. 13-15). 

Reason I (justifying 0110£ av0ivn'iv avopos, ver. 12), from 
the order in which the sexes were created. Adam was 
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first formed ; then Eve. 'fhis priority m creation 
implies a certain superiority (ver. 13). 

[Oba. l1r>..aaOTJ, Tho word found also in Rom. ix. 20. For 
an expansion of the argument, see I Cor. xi. 8-10; Gen. 
ii. 22, 23.] 

Reason 2 (justifying 3ia&u,mv 0111< imTpbrw, ver. 12), from 
the history of the Fall. In the Mosaic account, Adam 
is not said to have been 'deceived'; but the word i>i 

applied to herself by Eve in Gen. iii. 13. Eve WlU$ 

deceived; Adam rather overpersuaded (ver. 14). 

[Obs. r. The emphasis lies on the words ov,c ,;1ta-r~9TJ and 
•(a1taTTJ6,i,ra. By saying that Eve came to be ;,, 1tapa
fJa<TE<, the Apostle does not deny that this was also 
true of Adam ; nor is there here any thing inconsistent 
with the statement respecting Adam, considered as the 
natural head of the human race, that o,' evil, av9ponruu -Ii 
aµap-r/a El< -rov ,.,J,rµov ,/,rij>..9,, Rom. v. 12; since the sin 
of Eve alone would not have been thus spoken of, 
although it was first in the order of time. The point is 
that Eve's facility in yielding to the deceiver warrants 
the Apostolic rule which forbids a woman to teach.] 

[Obs. 2. ov,c ~1ta~9TJ is a statement base.I on the silence of 
Scripture : Adam is not said to have been deceived. See 
the argument respecting Melchizedek in Heb. vii. 3. 
based on the silence of Seri pture respecting his ancestry 
and parentage. The silence of Scripture is often as full 
of meaning as its assertions. The experience of all ages 
that woman is more easily led away than man, is warranted 
by what is said of the first representative of the sex. 
There is no reason, however, for interposing wpiirros 

before ou,c ~ira~9'J.] 

Reason 3 (softening (ol) the seeming severity of I and 2), 

from the ennobling blessing secured to all Christian 
women through Christ's Birth of a human Mother, 
whereby they will be saved, if they persevere 

faith, l 
in{charity, fwith uwcppocroir'I (ver. 15). 

sanctification, 
C2 
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[Obs. 1. <TOJ9/iauo, agrees with,) ')'W~, ,voman in the abstrnct, 
as contemplated in Eve. This collective noun is re
solved in the Apostle's thought into the individunl 
women who compose it, before he reaches µ.CvOJaiv. 
Women must individually persevere, if they nre to 
share in the ""'T'lpia ll,a rijr T<KPO')'oviar. Cf. Winer, 
Ch·. N. T., p. 648.] 

[Obs. 2. rijr T<KPo')'ovlar. This is explained (1) of !lie Christian 

oduootion of children by St. Chrys. and others, so that 
the subject of µ,,v.,u,v is not ,) ')'U"'J (resolved into its 
concrete equivalents), but T4 T<t<va, inferred from 
T<KPO')'ovia. The word TE1<vo1ovla will not bear this, and 
ll,a with the gen. receives no adequate explanation. 
(2) Of woman's trial in child-bea,-ing with reference to 
Gen. iii. 16 : • In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children.' 
• What labour is for Adam (Gen. iii. 17), that child
bearing is for Eve, viz. painful and restorative.' But 
although this explanation does justice to u1<vo1o•la, it 
fails even more than (1) in satisfying ll,a, unless we are 
to suppose that the natural act of giving birth to a child 
is a real satisfaction for sin, and merits salvation. 
(3) Of TM Child-bearing of Mary, which gave to the world 
the Author of our Salvation. This satisfies 6,a : it gives 
aOJ9-qatTat its full force; and it recognizes the signi
ficance of Tijr before TE1<vo1ovlar. Such a reference to 
the glory conferred on woman by the Redeemer's birth 
of His Virgin Mother is natural after the allusion to 
woman's transgression : and the language is probably 
explained by Gen. iii. 16. The Seed of the woman (not 
of man) was to bruise the serpent's head. See the 
excellent note of Bp. Ellicott in loc.] 

[Obs. 3. Remark the importance assigned to UOJ<f,pouvv'I here, 
as in ver. 9, and throughout the Pdstoral Epistles. It 
Inight have been supposed to be included in a11auµ.6r: 

but the Apostle mentions it separately, and as a necessary 
accompaniment even of faith and charity.] 
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Second Measure for upholding Apostolic Doctrine in 
Ephesus. The requirement of a sufficiently high 
moral standard in the Christian Clergy (iii. I-15). 

I. Standard of qualifications to be insisted on m the case 
of the e1r£uK01roi (iii. r-7 ). 

[Obs. (1) That in the Apostolic age the word hr,a1<01ros was 
not so restricted as to describe only the modern 'bishop.' 
The word came from the political language of Athens: 
ol Trap' 'A8TJ11a(c,,v Eis Td.s V7r7J1t6ovs 1rOAE,s E1r1,(j,cEtj;aa6<JJ. TB 

11ap' <1<aa-ro,s 1r•µ116µ•1101 were •••01<01101 (Suid. ). In the 
language of the Church the word first designated 
those who have oversight of souls ; and thus it was 
legitimately applied to the 'presbyter.' The title 1tp•a

{3v-r•pos came from the synagogue. That these two 
words were used of the same person is clear from 
Acts ix. 17 sqq., where St. Paul is said to have sent for 
the 1rp•af3u-r,povs of the Church of Ephesus, and to ha,e 
addressed them as <1t1a1<0Trovs (ver. 28) ; from Phil. i. r, 
where avv ,ma1<6Trot< Kai 61a1<0110,s must mean with the 
presbyters and deacons, unless we suppose that there 
were several 'bishops' in Philippi, and no 'presbyters'; 
and, lastly, from Tit. i. 5, where, after saying that Titus 
had been left in Crete that he might ordain 11p•a/3VT<pous 

in every city, the Apostle (ver. 6) immediately proceeds 
to enumerate the qualifications to be expected in an 
liria1<0,ros, meaning a presbyter. 

(2) The words lirr1a1<01ros and 11p•a/3vTEpo• were used of the 
same Church-officer; the first to suggest his work, as 
having the oversight or cure of souls; and the second to 
suggest his dignity, as being a man of advanced years, or 
at least having the a•µv6-rTJ• which comes with age. It 
is remarkable that the word which suggests work, 
not dignity, should have been afterwards appropriated 
by the higher office. 
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(3) For although in the Apostolic ago the word l1rl<T1<01ror 

was used thus inclusively (as indeed &.1ro<Tro>.os, ,rp,<T

fJ,',r,po,, l>«x1<ovos, each had a ~neral as well as n specific 
meaning), the ordeT of men whom we now call 'bishops' 
certainly existed in Apostolic times. When St. Paul here 
instructs Timothy in the qualifications to be required 
in the l1ri<T1<01ros and l>ui1<ovo1, and afterwards wnrns him 
against laying hands suddenly on any, and bids him look 
to the remuneration, discipline, and punishment of pres
byters (1 Tim. v. 17-25), it is clear that Timothy is treated 
as one set over all other ministers, and the source of 
ministerial power in Ephesm1. This applies equally 
to the position of Titus in Crete: and it seems probable 
that a nameless Church-officer at Philippi ( l"~"" <Tv(v-y•, 

Phil. iv. 3); Archippus at Colossae or Laodicea (Col. 
h-. 17; Philemon :a); Diotrephes, o ,i,,;,.o,rpa,r<uaw (3 St.John 
9, 10); and the presidents or angels of the Seven 
Churches in Asia (Rev. ii. iii. ; Trench, On the Epistles 
to the Seven Churches, p. 56 sqq.), were also 'bishops' 
in the modern sense. ' The things proper to bishops, 
which might not be common to presbyters, were sin
gularity in succeeding, and superiority in ordaining. 
These two the Scriptures and Fathers reserve only to 
bishops: they never communicate them unto presbyters' 
(Bp. Bilson, Perpetual Government of Christ's Church, 
chap. xiii. p. 316). Of these, the faculty of transmitting 
ministerial power, the ms generativa sacerdotii, is really 
that which forms the vital distinction between the 
orders: other prerogative duties-confirmation, conse
cration of Churches, and the like-have been assigned 
to the 'Episcopate ' in later ages by the custom of 
the Church. 'Quid enim facit, excepta ordinatione, 
episcopus, quod presbyter non faciat?' St. J er. Ep. 

ad Evang. cxlvi. 

(4: It is indeed only towards the close of the Apostolic 
age that 'bishops,' in the modern sense, appear as 
a distinct order from the presbyters (still called ,,.;. 
<T1<01ro1; on the one hand, and from the Apostles on the 
other. The fulness of ministerial power was communi
cated by our Lord to the Apostles ; and they detached 
from themHelves Huch measure• of this power as tho 
neceMs.ities of the growing Church from time to time 
required. Fir&t they ordained deaconH, then pre8byters. 
Long after preBbyters had been ordained, the office now 
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called Episcopal still 'slept in the Apostolate. It wa~ 
the last branch to grow out of the Apostolic stem ' 
(Dlillinger, Chrilllen!hum und Kirche in der Zei! der 
Grnndlegung, iii. 1, p. 287, Eng. tr.). But the labours 
of St. Paul, and the approaching departure of the 
Apostles, made it necessary to provide for the con
tinuation -not of the Apostolic jurisdiction, but-of the 
Apostolic office. Bishops were first ' legates' of the 
Apostles; then they had a fixed jurisdiction. A 'bishop' 
differed from an Apostle, in that his jurisdiction was 
limited and local. In the second century, the language 
of the Church had completely taken its present form ; 
no member of the second order of the Christian Ministry 
was called E1rt<11<01ros. 

A. There is a maxim, current in the Church and endorsed 
by the Apostle, which warrants the requirement of 
a high moral standard in the E71'lcrKo71'os. It runs 
thus: 'If any man seeks to obtain the imcrK071'~ (of 
souls), he really desires to engage in a noble occu
pation' (ver. 1). 

[Obs. The maxim here, as at I Tim. i. 15, follows the 
Apostolic approbation, 1r<<1TO< o 'A6-,oo. Such a marim as 
this belongs to a time when the ministerial office was 
one of danger and hardship, and when aspirants to it 
required encouragement from the public opinion of the 
Church. Its sense is entirely missed, when it is mis
used to sanction ambitious aims at high ecclesiastical 
position in a settled, wealthy, and powerful Church. 
E1r,<11<o'ITTJ here means the oversight of souls, which 
accordingly is described as a 1<aA.o• ,p-,a.. 'Opus non 
dignitatem, laborem non delicias,' says St. Jerome (Ep. 
ad Ocean. lxix). In this sense, a man may rightly seek 
after it (opE"fETa,), since this implies no clutching at 
honour or dignity; what he really desires (Em9uµe,) is 
on occupation, spiritually and morally honourable.] 

B. Qualifications to be insisted on in one who has over
sight of souls ( o E71'lcrKo71'os ), in accordance with ( ov1·) 

the foregoing maxim (vv. 2-7). 
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1. Gerieml qualification of the t1rluK01ros. He must be, 
before men, irreproachable (<lvt"1r(.\:111rros) (ver. 2). 

[Obs. dvnrlA'71TTor differs from liµfµIT7'or, as one who does not 
deserve reproach may differ from one who is without 
it. In the sa.me way it is stronger than dvl-yt<AljTOr, Tit. 
i. 6, It is joined with 11u1r1Aor, I Tim. vi, 14. The rule 
that a defedus bonae famae is a canonical impediment to 
Ordination is based upon this, although the Apostolic 
language is in reality more exacting. The principle 
is stated by Aquinas in Joe. : 'Indecens est si repre
hensibilis sit reprehensor.' The 'si quis' before Ordi
nation, and the confirmation before Episcopal Con
secration, at the present day, are designed to secure 
what this word prescribes.] 

2. Twelve spe,cifw qualifications of the i1rluK01ros, detailing 
the points in which he must be a.vt"1rl>..711rros (vv. 2 b-7). 
He needs 

r. Six positive 
personal 

characteristics; 
namely, 

2. Freedom 
from three 
gross vices; 

a. having married, if at all, only once, 
µ.ias yvvatKbs ilvSpa (ver. 2). 

b. being inlsober, V1J<p&.>..iov (ver. 2). 
his own prudent, u~<f>pova (ver. 2). 
conduct orderly, Kouµ.wv (ver. 2). 

c. being lgiven to hospitality, q,i>..6-

by dispo- ft"vov (ver. 2). 
sition apt toteach,StSaKrtK6v(ver.2). 

a. not violent over wine, µ.~ 1rapowov 

(ver. 3). 
b. not a striker, µ.~ 1r>..~KT1JV (ver. 3). 

j
equitable, i1rtetKf/( opp. to b.)(ver.3). 

but not a quarreller, 11µ.axov (opp. to a.) 

(ver. 3). 
c. not a money-lover, a.q,i>..apyvpov (ver. 3). 



3. A threefold 
relation 

to persons 
around him; 

Chapter iii. 2-7 

u. To his own family. A good master in 
his own household ( rov l3Cov oiKov KaAws 
7rpo'iur&µ,evov, ver. 4), and if he have 
children, they must be in subjection 
to him with all gravity of behaviour 
(ver. 4). 

A rg. for a. A minori ad majus. If a 

man knows not how to preside over his 
own household, how can he take charge 
of the Church of GoD? (ver. 5). 

b. To members of the Church. He must 
not be a recent convert, p.71 vEocf,vrov 
(ver. 6). 

A rg. for b. E consequentiis. The danger 
for a neophyte is, lest, being beclouded 
with pride at his elevation in the 
Church, he fall into the condemnation 
which was passed upon the devil(ver.6). 

c. To the Jewish and heathen piiblic. He 
must have a good character even from 
those who look at the Church from 
outside, lfw0ev (ver. 7). 

A 1·g.for c. E consequentiis. An l-rr,uKo-rros 
who has forfeited respect among the 
Jews and the heathen will (i) incur 
the reproachful criticism of his own 

• flock, and so (ii) will be a prey to 
recklessness and despair-that 7rayis 

rov ata/30Aov out of which only a few 
are ever able to escape (ver. 7). 

[Obs. 1. These qualifications of the i1rie11<01ro• are twelve 
in number, if ,,, .. ,irfj and aµaxov in ver. 3 nre regarded 
ns virtually implied inµ,) mipowov, µ~ ,r/\~l<T1JV, Compared 
with the list given in Titus i. 6-9, it contains 1<ue1J,Uov, 
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µ~ v•6<1>vro11, and 8,i' µaprvplav tta>..~11 lx<cv d.,ri\ rwv l(o,9.,, 
which 111·c not there repeated; while µ~ aM&3~, µ~ 

op-yl>..011 ( Tit. i. 7), <1>1>..{rya6011, 311taio11, llu,011, l-y1tpaTfi, d.vr,
x6µ•vov TOV 1<11Ta T~V 3,&ix~v TrllTTOU >..6-yov (ibid. 8, 9), do 
not 11ppenr in the present passage. Each list was drawn 
up in view of the needs of the local Church ; nnd nei lher 
can be r(•garded as an exhaustivo nccount of tho moral 
and spiritual chnractoristics of the blu1<0,ros. The 
negative provisions,µ~ ,ro.po111011, µ~ '""~""I", are probably 
to be accounted for by local circumstances of which the 
traces have been lost. It must be remembered that 
modern refinement leads us to lay more stress upon 
offences of this kind than would have been natural at 
that day, while we condone very easily other sins which 
were then regarded by Christians with great severity.] 

[Ohs. 2. The i1riu1to1ros must have been married, if at all, 
<mly once. That this is the true sense of µ,as -,vva,-
1<0< avBpa appears from v. 9, where a widow who is 
admitted to the ecclesiastical order of widows is re
quirt,d to be ivos &vBpos -,vvfi, i. e. univira, married to 
a single husband. Unless polyandry was sanctioned in 
other widows, or in Christian women ·generally, this 
must be the meaning of ivus avBpo, -,vv~, and it is strictly 
analogous to µ,a< -,vva,1tO< avBpa, which prohibits suc
cessirn, not simultaneous polygamy. In other Christians 
second marriages were not absolutely forbidden by the 
Apostle, although they were discouraged; they were 
recommended, if people 0~1< i"(1<parn'1011rai, I Cor. vii. 9 ; 
and, in the case of young widows, so as µ11B•µla11 &.cf,opµ~v 
B,Bova, -rfj, &.11r11tE<µl11q,, 1 Tim. v. 14. But since the 
l,,rlu1<0,ros must be i-,1tpar~< (Tit. i. 8), he must have 
married only once. The pure ideal of marriage, as con
sisting in the complete and reciprocal surrender of 
two persons to each other (St. Mat. xix. 4 sqq.), so as 
to form 'one flesh '-the ideal which suggests the union 
of Christ and His Church in Eph. v. 32-is broken in 
upon by a second marriage ; but the Ministers of the 
Church may be expected to exhibit married life in their 
own cases according to its original and typical law. 
The later condemnation of a second marriage, as EiJTrp•,rfis 
µo•x•la (Athenagoras, Legatio pro Christianis, c. 33), goes 
beyond the Apostolic teaching; as does the· Montanistic 
language of Tertullian, de Monogamia, c. r2. The true 
estimate of a second marriage is expressed by Clement 
Alex. Strom. iii. c. 12 ; oi, .,ap l<flt(IJAVTal ,rpO< TOV voµov, 
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ol, 1r>.11po1 a~ -rf)• lttl'Tli TO ,lianl>.,ov 1ro>.,.,,ta. T~V JtaT' 

biTau,v -r,>.,.6-r11-ra. On the consideration due to lay 
Christians who have married aguin, see St. Epiphanius, 
Haer, 48; 8t, Cyril Jllrua. Calech. iv. <16, That' digami' 
wore excluded from all orders of the Ministry in tl:r, 
ancient Church, cf. Const, Apol!I. vi. f7 ; Origen, Jfom. q, 

in uuc.; Tertullian, de Exhfirl. Castit. c. 7; 8t. Augustine, 
de Bono Conjug. c. r8; St. Jerome, Ep. ad Aqrm.1clt. 

cxxiii. 6. 

Other interpretadons of µ,a• 1vva,1to• avapa are-
( 1) 'The i1rl111to1ro• must be a mwrried man,' a,; and -yvva,,,,;, 

being considered the emphatic words. But this ( a) ignore~ 
µ,a.; (13) is quite in·econcileable with 1 Cor. vii. 7 ; 
cf. St. Jer. adv. Jovinian., i. c. 34, Si juxta sententiam 
Apostoli non erunt episcopi nisi mariti, ipse apostolus 
episcopus esse non debuit; and (1') would suggest
with equal reason- that he must have children ( cf. 
ver. 4), because if he has them, the Apostle gives rule~ 
respecting them. The antithesis of µ,a, is not • none," 
but 'two' or 'many.' 

(2) (generally.) 'The i1rl111to1ro• must be united to only on, 

woman.' In other words, he must not fall below the 
conventional morality of all Christian laymen. Thi~ 
surely would have been more clearly expressed by µ~ 

,lva, µo, x6v. 

(3) ' The i1rl111to1ro• must after his c,m~ersion hare been free from 

(simultaneous) polygamy.' But such polygamy is as much 
opposed to the Law of Christ as murder or stealing, and 
there is no historical proof of Theodoret's assertion (in 
loc.) that in the first age some Christian converts had 
two or more wives. 

(4) 'The i1ri111to1ro• must not have been a (simultaneous) poly

gamist l1efore his conversion.' Suoh a meaning is indistinctly 
expressed by the language ; but it is open to the further 
objection that polygamy had disappeared among the 
Jews of the Apostolic age, and was considered infamous 
among the Greeks and Romans (D!!llinger, Heid. und 

Judenth., Eng. tr., vol. ii. pp. 253, 339). 
(5) ' The i1rlu1to1ro< mw;t not have "married" a second wife after 

dfoorce.' That divorce for frivolous reasons was common 
is certain: the cases of Cicero and Josephus are in point. 
See Watson, CiceTO's Letters, p. 395 (2nd ed.) ; Dion C,1ss. 
xlvi. 18; Plut. Oic. xii; Joseph. Vita, lxxv. But on this 
very 1:1ubject the Christian Law had introduced a new 
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and higher standard jot· all (St. Mat. v. 32; xix. 9; 
St. Mark x. n, 12; St. Luke xvi. 18); and St, Paul's 
own language in I Cor. vii. 10 sqq. is inconsistent with 
the sense suggested. On this subject see Bp. Ellicott 
in Joe. 

The words µiii.r -ywau«h lfrllpa are inconsistent with any 

Church-discipline which does not allow a married Clergy. 
The Eastern Church, which obliges presbyters in charge 
of parishes to marry, and allows only celibates to become 
bishops, must restrict the word l,rla1<0,ros in this chapter 
to the sense of presbyter.) 

[Obs. 3. Of the three words (ver. 2) describing personal habits, 
1111q,/,.>,.1os is literally 'abstemious in the use of wine' 
(Joseph. Ant. iii. 12. 2\ from 11~cpo,: but the N. T. use 
of this verb (r Thess. v. 6, 8; 2 Tim. iv. 5; 1 St. Pet. 
i. 13; v_ 8), which is always tropical, 'non pe1·turbato 
sed bene composito animo sum,' may fairly suggest 
a similar sense to the adjective in this passage, as the 
literal sense is provided for in µ~ ,rapo<11011 (ver. 3). Thus 
it would mean, 'a man of watchful, calm, unimpassioned 
mind,· collected, unexcitable. awcppOJ11 is a result of 
1111cpaluos: the awcpp0111 is self-controlled under all circum
stances.. ao,cppo01111'1 is an inward habit; but it expresses 
itself in the order and regularity of outward life, and 
thus the i1rlatc<>1ros is 1<oaµ,as, attentive to all matters of 
order and propriety, dress, behaviour, and the like, 
which bear upon his office, and express the spirit which 
animates it. He is 'vir compositus et ordinatus ' 
(Seneca, de Vil.a Beat.a, c. 8). Cf. I Tim. ii. 9.) 

[Ohs. 4. The ,1r,a1<01ros (ver. 2) must be cp,J..6(,vos (Tit. i. 8), 
as must widows (I Tim. v. 10), and all Christians (Rom. 
xii. r3 ; Heb_ xiii 2 ; r St. Pet. iv. 9 ; 3 St.John 5). On 
the hospitality of the Primitive Church, see Tertullian, 
Apolog. c. 39: and the involuntary witness of Lucian, de 
Marte Pereyrini, cc. xiii, xiv. The i1r1a1<01ros must also be 
a,i5a.Jn-11<6s, or as is more fully expressed in Tit. i. 9, 
awaTOS 1TOpa.HOAEIII 111 Tfj a,aaatcaJ..lq ,-fi U')'IOIIIOVO'?I 1'al TOVS 
av-rtJ..E')'oVTas i>..l-,x«v. Aptitude for teaching, whether 
in public or in private, is required both for the in• 
struction of the faithful, and the refutation of error. 
Cf. Eph- iv. II sqq.) 

[ Ohs. 5. The l1rla1<01ros must keep clear of fhree gross vices

indulgence in wine, anger, and avarice (ver. 3). (a) µ~ 

'llapo,11011 means more than µ~ oi119' 1ro>..>..i 1rpoa,xonas 
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(ver. 8) ; or oven than µ~ o1vtp 1ro'->-/ii 3,Bov>,.o,µlva•, Tit. 
ii. 3. Here 1'apo,vo• has the metaphorical sense of 
'violent over wine.' St. Chrys. in Joe. : ob Tov µl9vuov 
lvTavOa <f,T/fJlv, &.>,.>,.d, TOV /,/3p,u-r~v, TOV aMaa.,. Hesychius 
explains 1'apo1v!a as ,) ;,. Tov otvov l,flp«. Cf. Prov. xxiii. 
29, 30. (fJ) µ.~ .,,.1,.~"TTJV. The i.../u,co1ro• is a servant of 
Him who 'when He was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when He suffered, He threatened not.' For the deposi
tion of bishops or presbyters or deacons who struck the 
faithful, see Can. Apost. 26. '"'"'"fi and 6.µ.axov are the 
positive side of the two preceding negative qualifications. 
µ.~ aluxpo,c,pBfj is insufficiently supported. (-y) a,p,Mp

-yvpov, cf. Tit. i. 7; I St. Pet. v. 2; I Tim. vi. ro; Tit. 
i. II ; 2 St. Pet. ii. 3; St. Jude n; Const. Apostol. ii. 6; 
Ep. St. Polycarp, 6.] 

[Ohs. 6. Relation of the l1r/u,c01ro• to hi.s ownfami1y (vv. 4, 5). 

The smaller circle of his own family (Tov lB!ov oi',cov) 

will test a man's capacity for ruling the Church of God. 
The empLasis lies on iv v1'aTa-yji, not on TIKVa ZxavTa. 
If the i1r/u,co1ro• has children, they must live in sub
m1ss10n. µ, ... a 11"11UTJS U<µVO'TTJTO< depends not on 1rpaiu-ra
µ.-.av or •xavTa, but on Tl,cva. The submissiveness of the 
children must be accompanied by all propriety of de
portment (ii. 2). This implies much more than µ.~ iv 
KaTTJ")'Op!q auOJTias, Tit. i. 6. The arg. a minori ad majus 
(ver. s) treats the ,1r/u,co1ros as an oucovoµ.os, and the 
Church as a family of brethren (oT,cos El<oii, cf. ver. r5) 
who are under his fatherly care. imµ.•>..~u<Ttu is a fut. 
of moral capacity. Cf. Const. A.post. ii. 2.] 

[Obs. 7. Relation of the •1rfo1<01ros to the faithfuJ, generally 
(ver. 6). He must not be nowly-baptized, and so newly
planted into Christ. See Rom. vi. s ; xi. 17; r Cor. iii. 6. 
•·•6,PvTos paraphrased by St. Chrys. ••01<a~X1/Tos: by 
Cone. Laod. Can. 3, 1rp6u,paTav q,.,.,.,,,9,/,: by Theophylact, 
vrn/3a1rT1fJTos. Against the ordination of recent converts 
from heathenism, see Can. Apost. Bo. 1<p,µ.a. Toii B,aflo>..av, 
gen. abj.; the condemnation passed upon the devil: not 
a gen. subj. because 'diabolus potest opprobrium inferre, 
judicium inforre non potost.' See Huther in loc. Cf. 
2 St. Pet. ii. 4; St. Jude 6.J 

[Obs. 8. Relation of the i1r,a1<01ros to the public outside the 
Church (ver. 7). ol <[OJ6<v for the more common form 
ol ,[.,, r Cor. v. r2, r3; Col. iv. 5; I Thess. iv. r2 (formed 

on the Jewish tl'Jll'ni1 applied to the heathen), in con-
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trast. to the ol1«io, rijs ,,,,,, • .,, (Gal. vi. 10), Fol' ,ra')'l< 

Tov ll,a/:16;>..ov (gen. sub., the trap of dospair which tho 
deYil sets), see 2 Tim. ii. 26; I 'l'im. vi. 9. The devil is, 
in this figuro, 11 hunter of souls. On his rule ovor the 
unbelieving world, see St. John xvi. II; Eph. ii. 2; 

,; 12 ; Col. i. 13 : on his activity in promoting error, 
2 Thess. ii. 9, 10. The relation to the Faith which 
results from falling into the ""'l'l< Tov l'i,a/:16;>..ov is 
expressed by vaua'l'•"' ,r<pl n)v .,,,,T,v (i. 19), a,ro11Tijva, 

rij, 7rl/1T<OJ< (iv. I), a,ro,r;>..avii11841 a,r~ Tijs ,r[(1TfOJS (vi. 10). 

Cf. I Tim. v. 15; St. Luke xxii. 31. ,,.,.rlµaTa 71;>.,ava, 
1 Tim. iv. 1.] 

II. Standard of qualifications to be insisted on in the case 
of the ouzKovoi (vv. 8-13). 

L Obs. 1. ll1ciKovo,, properly a server. The earliest form of 
the office is discoverable in Acts v. 6, 10, where the 
v<wT<po, and v•avi11Ko1 who buried the den.d are not 
simply 'young men,' but, as the article suggests, offi
cials devoted to this particular work. The word v<WT<po, 

corresponds to tl'"1¥~, just as ,rp•11/:lvT•po, to tl'~i?.J: but 
in the former case contact with the Hellenists led at 
an early date to the substitution of the Greek title 
b1ci1<ovo,. That the v<wT<po, already discharged among 
the Jewish Christians the same duties arising out of the 
community of goods as the seven l'i1a1<ovo1 were ordained 
to render to the Hellenistic widows (Acts vi. 3-6), is 
more than probable; but that these duties were not 
merely those of relieving-office1·s, entrusted with the 
public funds of the Church, is clear from the Apostolic 
requirement that candidates for the office should be 
men 1r>,:rypm nv,vµaTo< Kai 11o<f>ltu (Acts vi. 3), from their 
ordination by prayer and imposition of hands (Acts 
vi. 6), and from the spiritual character of St. Stephen's 
work among the people (Acts vi. a, 10). We find ll1a1<ovo, 

in Philippi (Phil. i. 1) as in Ephesus, where there was 
no community of goods; although the words &a1<ovia, 

ZiUU<ov,iv, are constantly used in a general sense of works 
of mercy to the poor (Rom. xv. 25 ; 2 Cor. viii. 19; Heb. 
vi. 10). The Diaconal office may be alluded to in Rom. 
xii. 7; 1 Cor. xii. 28; r St. Pet. iv. II. The work of the 
almoner became generally an anlMJl{,<s ( 1 Cor. xii. 28) 
to the presbyter ; and it is possible that from the first 
the duty of Zita.Kov,,v TpG1ri(a1s (Acts vi. 2) included 
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nssistance at the sncrnmental -rpa1r,(a µvlYT<llf,. On the 
duties of Dencons, see Bingham, Anliquilie,.9, ii. 20. 1.] 

[Obs. 2. The Apostle speaks of one l1r/1Y,,01ror (ver. 2), hut of 
several B,ci,,ovo, (var. 8). This has been held to imply 
thnt under the former term he was not thinking of 
n presbyter, but of a 'bishop'; but it is more probable 
that each presbyter was in some sense a centre of 
Church life, and was attended by several deacons. At 
Phil. i. r, ,1M1<6wo,s (JJlur.) is joined with B1aM6vo,s.] 

§ In the ou:l.Kovoi must be considered-(vv. 8-13). 

1. Their 
personal 
character 
(vv. 8, 9) 

a. as viewed 
in its out
ward mani
festations 

b. as existing 
within the 
soul which 

i. positively, in marked seri
ousness of deportment, <F1:µ.

vovs (ver. 8). 

ii. negatively, 
in freedom 
from three 
vices, viz. 

a. from insin
cerity, /J-T/ oi

Aoyovs (ver.8). 
(3. from inebri

ety, /J-T/ ofo':' 
"ll"OAAcii 1TpO<rE

X OVTas ( ver. 8). 
y. from dis
honourable 
money-get
ting, /J,T/ 
al<FXPOKEpoe'is 

(ver. 8). 
i. (intellectually) holds the 
true µ.v<FT17piov rijs "ll"Lcrrews, the 
long-hidden but now revealed 
Truth, which faith appre
hends (ver. 9). 

ii. (morally) clings to a pure 
conscience, as the only at
mosphere in which faith will 
live (ver. 9). 
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2. Their 
exercise of 
their office 
(bia1(0vdrw

uaz·), which 

i. a previous testing, or examination, at the 
hands of Timothy (boKiµ.a(lu8wuav 1rp&frov) 

(ver. ro). 

requires 
ii. a satisfactory result of this. They must 

be obviously a.viyK>..71roi (ver. 10). 

(v. ro) 

3. Their 
family 
circum
stances 

(vv.u,12): 
and so 

a. their wives 
must be 

b. their 
children 

c. their 
households 

4 Their prospects of use
fulness ( which warrant 
(yap) the foregoing rules). 
The Ka>..ws btaKov~uavTEs 

win for themselves 

i. in point 
of 

character 

a. of grave deport-
ment, uEµ.v&s (ver. 
u). 

/3. not detractors, 
,_,.~ aia/36>..ovs (ver. 
:i:1). 

y. sober in mind 
and body, v71cpa

Movs (ver. rr). 
b. faithful in all 
matters, 1riuras lv 

1raui (ver. u). 

{

A deacon may be 
ii. as to marriedonlyonce, 
, number. µiils yvvaiKOs civ~p 

(ver. 12). 

imust be well (Ka>..ws) presided 
over in the case of each 
bufKovos (ver. 12). 

i. an honourable step in the 
ministry of the Church, viz. 
the presbyterate (/3a8,..,.ov 

Ka>..6v) ( ver. 13). 
ii. great freedom ( 1rapp71ulav) in 
prayer and preaching;-the 
product of a faith which lives 
in Christ (ver. 13). 
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[Ohs. 1. Of the personal characteriAticA of the ~,Movo, (ver. 
81 9). µ~ 81>,./ryov• meanA, not insincerely using different 
language to different people. The difficult dutieH of the 
8ui1<ovo,, as diatributera of the Church funds among 
many rival claimantH, might involve a temptation to 
this sin. B,Ao-yo• is a ;;..,,, A.-y. ; cf. Ep. Polycarp 5. H 
corresponds to C;IJ9~ ei't:C, homo duplex ; cf. 6,-y>,.o,uuo•, 

Prov. xi. 13; Ecclus. v. 9, 14; vi. 1; and 61,f,vxo•. St. James 
iv. 8. The expression µ~ aluxpo1<<pBfi• occur only here and 
at Tit. i. 7 ; but cf. r St. Pet. v. 2 1 ,1r,u1<0-rrovvT« µ~ aluxpo• 

1<<poiiis, and Tit. i. rr, where the baneful activity of the 
anti-Apostolical teachers in Crete is said to be aluxpov 

1<<pBovs xap,v. The danger of making illicit gains out 
of the money which passed through their hands as 
almoners of the Church funds made this caution 
necessary in the case of 61a.1<ovo,.] 

[Ohs. 2. The B,a1<ovo, must hold (1) the true faith, (2) in 
a life of moral sincerity. The µvu-rftp,ov rii• 1riuuo,s 

(ver. 9', the Truth, hidden for long ages but now 
revealed, and apprehended by faith, is also called 
µvu-rftp,ov Toti ,iian,Afov, Eph. vi. 19; µvu-rftp<0v Toti XfJ'O'• 
Toti, Col. iv. 3 ; µvuTfip,ov 0,ofi, 1 Cor. iv. 1 ; µvurfip1ov rii• 
fJau,A,(as_ Tiiiv ovpaviiiv, St. Mat. xiii. 11. In these expres• 
sions the gen. is appositional, as describing the contents 
of the µvuTfip,011: but µvuTfip,ov rii• 1r,uuo,s is apparently 
like µvuTT/P'°" Tijs •vu•fJ••as (ver. r6), a gen. subj. This 
long-hidden Truth on which faith and piety feed is 
called simply µvUTTJp<0v in Rom. xvi. 25 ; Eph. i. 9; iii. 4. 
And this Revelation of Goo in Christ, or Christian 
Doctrine, must be held ,,, 1<a9apij uvv«Bi,uu, because 
Christian Faith and Life are intimately related to each 
other; practical atheism leads to theoretical, Rom. i. 21.] 

[Ohs. 3. The proving or examination (ver. 10, Bo1<1µa(fo-
9o,uav) of the fu 1-ure B1a1<0110, has reference to the 
previously named characteristics which are required 
of them. They would be accepted, if av,-y1ell.TJT01, i. e. 
not liable to any public charge, because 'de occultis 
ecclesia non judicat.' The verb 8,a1<ov,,11 is used of the 
exercise of a deacon's office only here, and in ver. 13, 
and 1 St. Pet. iv. II.] 

[Ohs. 4. The -yvvai«« (ver. II) are probably the wives of the 
deacons. St. Chrys. indeed understands them to mean 
deaconesses (the xijpa, of chap. v.) to whom Phoebe 
belonged, Rom. xvi. 1. The binding particle wua11TOJs, 

D 
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as introducing a new category (cf. ver. 8), and tho 
e:i..7Jression ,r,u.-dr lv ,rau,v, if pressed, may be thought 
to favour this opinion. But, on the other hand, the 
position of the verse, in the middle of the discussion 
on the &ci,covo,, makes it probable that the wives of 
the deacons are referred to, as introducing the con
dition µ.,iis -yuva,1<0< avlip«. A deacon's wife would 
naturally help her husband in care for the sick and 
poor, and she needed very similar morn! qualifications 
to his. ~,afJ6>..ov<, as an adjective only in 2 Tim. iii. 3; 
Tit. ii. 3.J 

(Obs. 5. The Words fJaSµ.ov ,ca>..6v (ver. 13) are best explained 
of an honourable step in the Christian Ministry, viz. 
the presbyterate. The word fJa9µ.l,s (from obsol. {Ja.o,, 
cf. u.-a9µ./,s), properly a step, occurs in Lucian, Appian, 
&c. (Lob. Phryn. p. 324). (1) Theodoret understands it 
of eternal blessedness, in accordance with our Lord's words 
;,,.; ,ro>..>..iiw u, 1<a.-au.-fiao,, St. Mat. x.x v. 21 ; cf. vi. 19. 

To this the following words ,ro>..A~v 1rappTJuiav 1< . .-.>... 
a.re an objection. (2) St. Chrys. connects fJa9µ.l,v with 
iv ,r/uT<,, understanding it to mean a step in the life 
of the soul. But (3) the 'gradus presbyteratus' har
monizes best with the context; and {Ja9µ.ov 1<a>..6v 
would correspond to 1<a.>..ov ,p-,ov (iii. 1). and appro
priately follow ,,aJJi,, li1a1<ov~uav,-u. There is no suffi
cient ground for saying that, if this had been the 
Apostle's meaning, he must have written 1<p•iTTova or 
iJr/nJ>..6.-,pov for ,caJ..uv. And ,r,p,,rot<1<19cu is used instead 
of ,,rava/3alv<tv with {Ja9µ.6v, because a word is wanted 
which will also describe the acquisition of 1rappTJaiav. 
In later ecclesiastical Greek this use of /3a9µ.6s is comm 011. 

Eus. H. E. iii. 21 ; Cone. Eph. Can. 1, &c.] 

~ Design of the foregoing (iii. 1-3) instructions respecting 
the l1rlcrK01iOf and the ~ha.Kovo, ( TaVTU. cro, ypacpw) 

(vv. 14, 15). 
I. They are written in Bpite of the Apostle's hope (V1.1il(wv) 

to come to Ephesus soon (iv nixtt) (ver. 14). 

2. But, in the event of his delay, they are intended to 
teach Timothy how to conduct himself in the 'House
hold of God,' or Church (ver. 15). 
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3. (Reason, fins, ver. •IS, for 2.) Greatness of the oiKos 
0£0il in which Timothy is olKov6µ,os. This House of 
Gon 1s 

a. (in itself) the tKKAT/u{a ('~~) E>tov (wVTos. Not 
a material building, but a convocation of souls. 
Not dedicated to a dead idol, but inhabited by the 
ever-living Being (ver. 15). 

b. (in its relation to the Truth.) It is the 

1. pillar ( uriJAos) of the Truth. The Church stands 
from age to age, upholding the Truth before the 
eyes of men (ver. 15). 

11. basis (U,palwp.a) of the Truth. The Truth rests 
upon the Church as on the fundamental fact 
which by its existence implies the Truth that 
created it (ver. 15). • 

[Obs. I, Before iMr/(.,., understand ,ca[,r•p. Timothy was 
still a 'legate,' so to call him, of the Apostle: his juris
diction became fixed at a later date.] 

[Obs. 2. oI,cos 0•oii used of the Christian Church in Heb. 
x. 21 ; 1 St. Pet. iv. 17. The Church is also called oi,cos 
Xp,u-roii, Heb. iii. 6 ; oi,cos rrv•uµa.T,,cos, 1 St. Pet. ii. 5. 

Cf. µ.-ya/1.11 oMa, 2 Tim. ii. 20. The name i:l'~'S~-n';:l, or 

nin1-n1::1 is applied in the 0. T. to the scene of Goo's 

m"~ifes.tation of Himself to Jacob (Gen. xxviii. 17); to 
the Mosaic tabernacle (Ex. xxiii. 19 ; xxxiv. 26 ; Deut. 
xxiii. 18); and to Solomon's temple (1 Kings vi. 37, &c.): 
and Israel itself is i1ii1;n'~ (Hos. viii. 1. Cf. u. 8, 15). 
St. Paul often employs this figure ; 1 Cor. iii. 9, 16 ; 

2 Cor. vi. 16; Eph. ii. 22. Compare 9•µ</1.tos Tov 0•ov, 

2 Tim. ii. 19 : 0•ov ol,coaoµfr, I Cor. iii. 9 : /CaTOL"1JTf/P'°" 
-rov 0•oii, Eph. ii. 22.J 

[Obs. 3. l,c,c1'.'lu,a, (1) used of a Greek popular assembly 
summoned for purposes of deliberation. Thuc. i. 32 ; 
Polyb. v. 74, &c. Cf. Acts xix. 39. (2) Acquires a special 
sense in the N. T. from being frequently employed by 

the LXX. to transl11te ,np the assembly of the people of 
TT' 

Isruel, Judg. x.xi. 8; 1 Chron. xxix. 1 ; as summoned for 
sacred purposes, Deut. xxxi. 30; Josh. viii. 35: cf. also 

D2 
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Acts vii. 38; Reb. ii. HI. Hence it means (3) the whole 
body of Christians, in covenant relation with Christ 
their head, St. Mat. xvi. 18; 1 Cor. xii. ::18; Eph. i. ::1::1; 
iii. ro; v. ::13; Phil. iii. 6; Col. i. 18, ::14 : and Is snid to 
be ..-ov e,ov, Acts xx. ::18 ; Gal. i. 13 ; 1 Cor. xv. 9 ; who 
is here called (c"iwTos in tacit opposition to tho VEt<pois 
,el/xv"-01s of heathen art or heathen thought, perhaps 
e~pecially to Artemis of Ephesus. The Church is no 
mere human society: the living Gon founded it, and it 
is His 'dwelling.'] 

[Ohs. 4. Relation of the Church towards the Truth. It 
is trrv"-os ..-ijs d>..'19das: the truth is upheld by it, so 
as to catch the eyes of men. aTv"-os = ,~11)l7, a column, 
used of saintly individuals, Rev. x. 1 ; Gal. ii. 9. The 
Church is also 13palo,µ.a (stabilimentum) ..-ijs a"-'19•las 
(cf. 9•µ.•"-•os, ,:i Tim. ii. 19); it is a guarantee of the per
manence of the Truth among men. Bp. Butler, Analogy, 
part ii. c. I : 'Had Moses and the Prophets, Christ and 
His .Apostles, only taught, and by miracles proved 
Religion to their contemporaries, the benefit of their 
instructions would have reached but to a small part 
of mankind. Christianity must have been, in a great 
degree, sunk and forgot in a very few ages. To prevent 
this appears to have been one reason why a visible 
Church was instituted: to be like a city upon a hill, 
a standing memorial of the duty which we owe to 
our Maker; to call men continually, both by example 
and instruction, to attend to it, and, by the form of 
Religion ever before their eyes, remind them of the 
reality ; to be the repository of the oracles of Gon.' 
Bp. Ellicott in loc.: 'Were there no Church, there 
would be no witness, no guardian of archives, no basis, 
nothing whereon acknowledged truth could rest.' On 
tl.ae abrupt, artificial, and indefensible construction, 
whereby a..-v"-os t<al Mpafo,µ,a have been sometimes con· 
nected with the clause which follows instead of that 
which precedes, see Ellicott and De Wette in Ioc.J 

[ Ohs. 5. This reference to the vocation and office of the 
Church, as the upholder and historical basis of Divine 
Truth among men, justifies retrospeci,ively the Apostle's 
directions respecting the character of the Church's 
ministers, while it serves to introduce a statement of 
the Truth which Timothy was bound to inculcote at 
Ephesus, and which the new teachers contradicted. 
Thus we arrive at] 
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Third Measure for upholding Apostolic Doctrine tn 

Ephesus. Earnest Inculcation of the True Faith 
(iii. 16-iv. II). 

I. The Revealed Truth on which Christian devotion is 
sustained (µ,vtTT~ptov Tijs EV<rE/3Elas-) is confessedly of 
momentous import. It may be concisely stated in the 
familiar words of a Christian hymn: 

os [ 0Eos ]-µ,lya µ,v<rT~piov

icJ>avEpw871 iv uapK{, 

iotKatw871 iv 1rvEvµ,an, 

iJJ<f,871 ayyl>..o,s-, 

EK'IPVX.811 lv l8vE<rtv, 

f1IWTEv871 iv KOU/J,o/, 

avE>..~<f>8'1 iv 06f9 (ver. 16). 

[Who] was 
Manifested [to our senses] in His Human form, 
Justified [to our faith] in His Eternal Godhead, 
Seen by angeb [ as never ere He took flesh], 
Heralded [by Apostles] among the Gentile peoples, 
Believed on in a [ corrupt and faithless l world, 
Taken up [ at His Ascension, so as to be] in glory 

(ver. 16). 

[Obs. 1. On the vexed question between e,us and os in 
ver. 16, see the exhaustive Rtatement of the evidence in 
Scrivener's Criticism of the N. T. pp. 637-642 3rd ed.). 
Scrivener's hesitating conclusion is, that '(:)<us of the more 
recent many MSS. must yield place to ils of the ancient 
few.' os is the more diflioult reading. If it be tht1 
correct one, the sense is not really modified. The 
PreexiBtence of the Subject of these lines lies in 
lf/>av,p&,91/. The N. T. knows of only One Being Who 
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was manifested in human form, preached among the 
heathen, taken up in glory-the Only-begotten Son.] 

[Obs. a. Ephesus, or at any rate Asia Minor, would seem 
to haYe been :m early home of Christian hymnology. 
The Ephesians were bidden to use not merely psnlms, 
but vµvo, and ioa1 frllfvµaTtital, Eph. v. 19. Cf. Col. 
iii. 16. St. Paul quotes three lines of a Christian hymn 
at Eph. v. 14. The Apocalypse of St. John abounds in 
traces of early Christian hymnology. Such early hymns 
were largely devoted to celebrate the Divinity of Christ. 
In his report to the Emperor Trajan, the younger 
Pliny says that the Bithynian Christians ' essent 
soliti stato die ante lucem conveniro, carmenque Chrisl,o 

quasi, Deo dicere secu.m invicem.' Plin. Epist. x. 97. And 
according to an early writer quoted by Eusebius (H. E. 
V. a8). rf,a>..µol I>~ 00'01 ,ml ql&rl &.l>•A.</>WII &,,r' &.pxii• i,,ro 

.,..,,,.T;;,., -ypa<t>•i<ra, TOV >..6-yov Toii El•oii TOv Xp1<rT011 vµ.voii<r1 

6,o>..o-yoiivns. The present fragmei,it may have belonged 
to one such composition.] 

[Obs. 3. In this quotation there are three pairs of contrasts 
corresponding to each couplet: "" <rap1ti-i11 .,.,,,lµ.aT,, 

ti-y-yl.>..01s- l611,<r,v, ,., ito<rµ.tp - ,., M['/1, (1) The verb 
</>CJY•pov<r6a, is used of the Incarnation in I St. John 
i. 2 ; iii. 5 : perhaps Ell ,rapiti is added by way of caution 
against incipient Docetism. In EB11ta1w671 ,., 1r11•vµ.aT1, 

~,1tcuoii,r6a1 is used as at St. Mat. xi. 19 ; St. Luke vii. 35, 
in the sense of to be proved, verified, and so justified ; 
while 1r11•iiµ.a, in this contrast to <rap£, means the Divine 
Nature of Jesus Christ, as at Rom. i. 4; Heb. ix. 14. 
Cf. St. John iv. 24, .,..,,,iiµa u e,os. (2) C:,<1>671 d-y-yl.>..o,s 
can hardly refer (a) to the angelic appearances to our 
Lord (St. Mat. iv. 11 ; St. Luke xxii. 43), as this would 
have been otherwise expressed ; or (/3) to the sight of 
our Saviour in His glorified manhood after His Ascen
sion; so well as (-y) to the unveiling of Divine Wisdom 
and Goodness, which was made even to the Angels by 
the Incarnation of Christ. Observe the antithesis to 
<"71pvx611 Ell l6v•<r1v, and compare I St. Pet. i. 12 with 
Eph. iii. 10.] 

II. Apostasy from this faith predicted by the Holy Spirit 
speaking through the Christian' prophets' (iv. 1-3 a). 

1. Character of the prediction. It is made p71rws, in 
express terms (iv. I a). 
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2. SubBtanre of the prediction. 'Some (nvH) in the latter 
times will apostatize from the faith' (ver. I a). 

a. Unseen superhuman agencies in this Apostasy. 

r 
Deceiving spirits, to whom attention will he 
given;-' doctrines taught by devils' (ver. I b). 

Visible and human instruments of (iv) this Apo
stasy. The pretended holiness (irrr6Kpum) of 
speakers of lies, whose own (iofov) consciences 
are penally cauterized by long habits of sin 
(ver. 2). 

3. Specific errors, which will be propagated by the fahie 
teachers in this Apostasy (ver. 3 a), 

fa. Prohibition of marriage (ver. 3a). 

·1 b. Enforced abstinence from certain kinds of food 

(ver. 3a). 

[Ohs. I. The Apostasy predicted by the Holy Spirit speaking 
through Christians who had the gift of predictive pro
phecy is in tragic contrast ea,, iv. r) with the µv<1T71p<0v 
rijs <v<1</3<1as (iii. 16). Special revelations respecting the 
future were made to St. Paul himself by the Holy Spirit 
(2 Thess. ii. 3 sqq.; Acts xx. 22 sqq.) : and it is doubtful 
whether this discovery was vouchsafed to himself, or 
to others. The Apostasy will occur ,v 11<1Tepa« 1<a,.pai,. 
in times future to the speaker, but not definitely fox,iTa« 
f)µlpa,s, 2 Tim. iii. r ; «a,pfi, foxciTcp, r St. Pet. i. s ; 2 St. Pet. 
iii. 3; St. Jude 18; i. e. the period preceding the second 
coming of Christ. It is therefore inaccurate to say. 
with Baur (Pastoralbriefe, pp. 23, 35), that in such pro
phecies we trace the consciousness of a writer describing 
a state of things altogether future to St. Paul, although 
present to himself. The partial Apostasy which exists 
(r Tim. i. 6 sqq., 19, 20) is the beginning of the greater 
Apostasy in tho coming time.] 

[Obs. 2. The invisible authors of the predicted error are 
deceiving spirits, ,rv<vµaTa ,r,\ava, Ba,µovca. Cf. Eph. ii. 2; 

vi. 12; I St. John iv. 6. 61/Sa.<11<alua, Ba,µav/o,v (gen. 

subj.) are doctrines taught by devils. These doctrines 
are propagated through (iv) the hypocrisy of untruthful 
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men, whose own consciences have been branded by 
deep sin, while they appear as the advocates of a lofty 
asceticism. The llavn,p,tt(flv was not merely the infliction 
of a property-mark on slaves; it was a penal brand 
on transgressors. Theophylact say8 that these teachcrM 
carried within them Toi>< llav•ijpa< Tau t,v,rapou f3lov. 

Theodoret describes their case, but less accurately, as 
follows: llflcavn,p,aaµlvov< • •• au'TOV< "'""'I"'• 'T~V l<r;\aTf/V 

a.u"TOJII ava.]1.-yTJ<Tinv ll,Ma1<G111° <I -yiip 'TOU 1<avrijpo< 'To1Jo< "•"P"'· 
11.1, T~V ,rpo'T<poll a.i<T9f/lT<V ,i,ro/3,i]l.]l.ft. 

[Obs. 3. The two pseudo-ascetic precepts selected, we may 
presume, from among a large number of errors, practical 
and speculative, certainly characterized, in an exagge
rated degree, the Gnosticism of the second century. 
:Mar1;age was then forbidden, on the ground that nature 
and matter were the work of the Demiurgus, and that 
it was undesirable rov 1<ouµo11 l,,ro Tau t,'lµ,.ovp-you -y,116-

1,.,,ov 1T1Jµ1rlt.f/pouv, Clem. Alex. S!Tom. iii. 3. And 
St. Irenaeus says that the Encratite disciples of 
Satuminus and Marcion a-yapia.11 •Jdipv(a.v, all<TounE< 'T~v 

upxa.ia.v ,r]l.au,v TOU E>•ou, Haer. i 28. The motive of the 
'sanctior cibus' of Marcion (Tert. adv. Mar. i. 14) was 
similar. But the Essenes were already known by their 
-yaµov ;,.,,,porf,ia, Joseph. B. J. ii. 8, 2; and the Thera
peutae were famous for their severe abstinence from 
food, Philo, Vit. C,ontempl. § 4. This asceticism was 
already on its way to becoming the full-blown dualistic 
Gnosticism of the next age; and it is not for a moment 
to be confounded with the Apo_stle's recommendation 
of a single life in I Cor. vii. 32-34, or of self-discipline 
in I Cor. ix. 27, or of the 'using such abstinence, that, 
the flesh being subdued to the Spirit, men may ever 
obey the motions of Gon,· Coll. First Sunday in Lent. 
For in these cases the motive is moral improvement, 
and not deference to a false theory about the consti
tution of the universe. Cf. Canon. Apost. 51 : •• 'T« 

E1T&l71<01TOS ~ 1tpEIT/3VTfp-O< -yapou t<al t<p<WII t<al o,vou, OU t,[' 

li.c,,..,a,11 d..u.ii 3ui /33EAupia11 47rEXfTCU, ;.,,,]l.a(/opEl'OS OT< ffdVTO. 

.m]l.,i lt.1a.11, ""' OT< d.pa<II t<al 1/ijlt.v f1TOlf/(1EV <I 6,o, TOV d.v6po,-

1TOV, d..u.ii /3>.aat/,,Jpfi,11 t,,af3a>.J,.., T~v t,'lµ,ovp-yiav, ~ tJ,op6ova9o, 

~ t<a6cup<iu6a, J<01 T7l< <t<t<lt.TJ<T<a< a.7ro/3Mlt.la6w. 

( Obs. 4- Zeugma in ver. 3, 1<G1lt.v611TOJV -,aJJ,Eiv [ 1<al t<EAEUOIITGIV] 

aw•x•116cu /3pG1µttTG1v, or else 1<w>.v6vTOJV must be resolved 
into 1Tapar,•U6no,v µ~, the negative being dropped in 
the thought of the writer. Winer, Gr. N. T. p. 777.] 
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§ fl,igression ( vv. 3 b-6 a). Co71futation of the p8eudo-ascetb; 
precept, (11TEX£1TfJa, ~pwµ.aTwv. 

Arg. I from the purpose of God in creation. The final 
cause of all ~pwµ.aTa is, that they should be partaken 
of (a) by the faithful, who, as such, know the real 
relations of man to GoD and to nature, and (/3) with 
thanksgiving (ver. 3 b). 

Arg. 2 (confirmatory (on) of ver. 1) from the intrinsic 
nature of all creatures. Every thing made by Him 
(1Tav KT{uµ.a 0rnv) is good, and conversely none is to be 
rejected, if it be received with thanksgiving (ver. 4). 

Arg. 3 (proof of ovoEv a1To~ATJTOV (ver. 4) against objectionR 
on such grounds as that stated in Rom. viii. 20) from 
the sanctifying power of the word of God uttered over 
the food, and accompanied by prayer (ver. 5). 

§ Practical conclusion. By suggesting arguments of this 
kind to those members of the Church who are per
plexed by the new theories, Timothy will be an 
excellent minister of Jesus Christ (ver. 6a). 

[Obs. 1. The Apostle (ver. 3\ says nothing in refutation 
of the 1<a,>.v6nc»v "(aµ,i'v, probably because more stress 
was laid by the Ephesian teachers on the prohibition 
of certain kinds of food, as five years earlier at Colossae 
(Col. ii. 16, ,v fJp&,,m ~ ,v 1rucrn). Still the arguments 
against the false asceticism in respect of food are 
indiMctly, and mulatis mulandis, valid arguments against 
a prohibition of marriage, which was also based upon 
a dualistic estimate of nature and matter.] 

[Obs. :a. The argument (ver. 3 b) from Goo's purpose in 
creation describes all food as given ,1, µ<TaJ\rp/,1v. None 
indeed is given for merely sensuous enjoyment ; although 
in eh. vi. 17. GoD is described as giving us ,ravTa 11>.ov-

11/a,s Eis ,i,ro>.avaw. This original destiny of creatures. 
as designed by the Creator for the support of man, is 
recognized by ,lixap1t1Tta on the part of those who believe 
(,r111To1) in an All-good Creator, and through this faith 
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know the dA179«a which is stated in ver. 4, as to th,, 
goodness of all created things.] 

[Obs. 3. The statement wiiv 1tTitrµa e,oi) 1taAov (ver. 4) is 
baaed on Gen. i. 31. Compare the denial of an objectire 
uncleanness in any cre,ature, Rom. xiv. 14 : ouli,v 1toivuv 

li,' fov.-ou, ,I µ~ Tf Ao-y,(oµlv'I' .-, 1toivov ,Tva,, l1tdv'I' 

1<01v6v. Cf. Rom. xiv. 20; Acts x. 15.] 

[Obs. 4. Ver. 5 is a justification of ouli~v ci.-6/3,\71.-ov µ•Ta. 

•vxap10'Tias ,\aµ/3av6µ,vov (ver. 4). How does this •vxa• 

p,tT.-ia atl'ect the 1tTi1Tµa, so as to make ovli,v tl1ro/3A71Tov ? 
The answer is, tl-yui(<Ta, -yr'i.p li,a. ,\o-yov a,oi) (gen. subj.) 
""' liv.-,il[,ws. The •vx~ l,,r' dpltTTI/', or 'grace at meals,' 
consisted among the Jews, as among the first Christians, 
partly of certain sentences of Scripture, partly of prayer. 
This prayer is an expression of gratitude ( ,iixap11TTla) : 

it also, with the ,\o-yos e,ou, effects a consecration of the 
creatures appointed for human use. Such a consecr11-
tion or 'disinfection' of nature may be deemed necessary; 
because, although all the works of the Creator are 
originally good, yet at the Fall .-y) µa.-a10T71T1 ,} NT11T1s 

tnr..-a'Y'l, Rom. viii. 20; while in Christ and by His 
Power all is renewed. A very early form of <VT<v(,s 

for this purpose is given in Const. Apost. vii. 49.J 

III. How Timothy is to have care for his own self-discipline, 
that he may deal successfully with the expected 
Apostasy (vv. 6 b-u). 

Precept I (positive). His own soul must be nourished 
( tVTpE<f,oµ.Evos) by the language in which faith expresses 
itself, and in which the beautiful teaching ( of the 
Apostles) is enshrined (>..oyo, rijs 1r{uuws Kai rijs KaJ\.ijs 
o,oauKaAfos)-teaching which he has hitherto followed 
(ver. 6 b). 

Pr&:ept 2 (negative). He must put aside (1rapairov) the 
well-known new Ephesian µ.v0o,. They are /3i/371J\.oi

outside the shrine of Truth, and ypawous - old
womanish and absw-d (ver. 7 a). 

Precept 3. He must make efforts, as a spiritual gymnast, 
in order to attain Evul{3ELa (ver. 7 b). 
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Reasons for Precept 3. 

Reason I frorn utility. Spiritual yvµ,vau{a alone iR 

worth cultivation. Bodily gymnastics only profit 
men to a small extent; but piety profits men in all 
stages of human existence. A current Christian 
proverb tells us, that it ' has the promise of true 
life both here and hereafter.' The Apostle endorseR 
_and recommends the saying (vv. 8, 9). 

Reason 2 (justifying (yap) 1) jro"fn gene;-u.l Apo-stulic 
practice. All Christian Apostles and workers toil 
painfully and suffer reproach ( €ls TovTo ), that they 
may realize this promise of (wry which is attached 
to f:val{3€ta (ver. 10 ). 

Reason 3 (motive of 2) frorn hope resting on (E .. £) 
Gon, as (a) a Living Being ((wvn), and (/3) in will 
the uwT~P 1TllvTwv, while practically this uwn,pfo is 
realized in the 1Tt<TT0{. 

§ Timothy is desired to command and teach others the 
foregoing (TavTa, vv. 1-10) instructions. This concludes 
the section (ver. n). 

[Obs. 1. The notoriety of the JJ-v8o, (ver. 7) which Timothy 
is to eschew is implied by the article. Cf. i. 9 ; vi. 20 ; 

2 Tim. ii. 16. They are, it is implied, opposed to 
•uue/3«a: they are outside the temple of Divine Truth, 
IU/311>..o, : they are anile, -ypaw6m. Baur ,Pastoralbrie/e, 
p. HI) sees in this last epithet a reference to the gro
tesquely tragic Valentinian story of Sophia Achamoth 
in St. Irenaeus, Haer. i. 4, 5. But a story about a ypaw. 
would have been described as -ypai·Kos (Clem. Alex. 
Paed. iii. 4), while -ypa&,li1Js is oldu:omanW,:e.] 

[Obs. 2. The ao,,,.arclCT} -yv,,.vau,a (ver. 8), which is contrasted 
with -y11µvaala 1rpo1 •vut/3flav (ver. 7), is best explained 
of physical tmining for the Greek games ; St. Chrys., 
Theod., Theophyl. These gymnastic exercises occupied 
eo large a place in Greek life, that to say that they 
profited only to I\ small extent (1rp~, cl>..,-yov; was by 
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no m<>Rns 11. 'point.less remRrk.' If the ApoRtlo hnrl 
m<>11.nl Rsootic <'Xercises, such 11.s those recommcndlld 
in Y<'r. 3, he would surely luwe Mid something sterner 
about them than that they were useful "f'd• M>,l-yov. 

Th11.t ,rp3s o>..ii'o" me11.ns lo a small extent, and not 'for 
11. short time• RS at St. Jnmes iv. 141 nppears from thC' 
11.ntithesis "f'd• ,ra11.-a.] 

[Obs. 3. The current utilit11.rian Christian proverb abont 
•011f/Jfla (ver. 8 b) is based upon Ps. i. 1-4; Ex. xx. 12. 

The present life ((arq ,) vuv), of which piety has the 
promise, is, however, not length of days or earthly 
prosperity, but the highest blessedness of a created 
being, as generally in the N. T. The 0. T. lnnguage 
lends itself to this spiritual sense; see Ellicott in Joe. 
The Apostolic endorsement of the proverb, instead of 
preceding as at eh. i. 151 follows it : and the following 
statement of Apostolic and Christian practice is (')'ap, 

,·er. 10) based on it.) 



III 

How Timothy i's to govern hz"msel_f and tlie 
Church o.f Ephesus (iv. 12-vi. 10). 

[Obs. At this point the peculiar circumstances of the 
Ephesian Church, arising from the activity of the new 
teachers, drop out of sight. The directions for Timothy's 
personal conduct and for his administration of the 
Church are consequently of a general character to vi. 2. 

But at eh. vi. 3, the interest again becomes local. The 
new teaching had a political side, with reference to 
Christian slaves (vi. r ), and it also brought into pro
minence certain mercantile views of the advantages of 
piety (vi. 5), which obliged the Apostle to enter at 
some length into the subject of ,p,>..ap-yvpia (vi. 6-ro). 
But the general tenor of the section is independent of 
local circumstances.] 

(r) 

Rules for Timothy's personal life, but intended to 
promote his efficiency as a Church Ruler (iv. 12-16). 

Rule I. Avoid the mistakes which may be natural to 
youth, but which forfeit respect (ver. 12). 

[ Obs. The precept µ,,B,1s 1<aTa</>pov,iTa, is a warning, not for 
the Ephesians, but for Timothy (cf. Titus ii. 15), as 
appears from what follows. Timothy joined St. Paul 
in the Apostle's Second Missionary Journey (Acts 
xvi. r-3) in A. D. 51. If he was then about 20-23 years 
old, he would now have been about 34-37. With the 
ancients adolescentia, v•oT'ls, lasted until 40. At Ephesus 
Timothy would have had to rule -rrp•aflvT•po,, who were 
considerably his seniors. Hence the need for prudence 
and self-restraint. On the respect due from Christians 
to young bishops, see St. lgn. ad Magnes. c. 3 : Const. 
A post. ii, r.] 
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Rnlr II. Become a pattern Christian (ro1Tos rwv mo-rwv) 

r 

. . { speech, Myw. 
1. outward expressions of hfe, d t , ' ~ 

con uc , ava<TTpOqJ'[I 

1. . . l f l"f { love, ciya1Tn. 
m the l2. ru mg pnnc1p es o 1 e, f "th { ' al , 7T <THL. 

. f l"f { purity, ayvfla 3. consecratmg grace o 1 e, ( ' ) 
ver. 12. 

[Obs. 1. Tv,ros Tw11 wunw11. Timothy was not to be merely 
an example • to the faithful' (Tots ,r,uTois); but a pattern 
of what the faithful would become, if they corresponded 
to the Christian ideal, Tv,ros Tw11 ,r,uTw11. Cf. Tit. ii. 7. 
As the proverb says,' Verba docent, exempla trahunt.'] 

[Ohs. 2. Particulars in which Timothy is to be an example. 
,,, =•vµaT, is a later addition. With ,,, A0"'f'f' '"" ,,, 
avauTpoq,~, compare Col. iii. 17, ;; Tt c1v ,ro,ijTE ,., AO"'f'f' ~ 
,., lpytp. Language and conduct when taken together 
form a complete revelation of character. With ,., 
ayv••'l', cf. V. 22, UEallTOII ay11ov T!jpfL.] 

Rule III. Give earnest attention (until the Apostle's 
arrival) 

( 1. the public reading of Holy Scripture, rfi &vayvwo-fl. 

2. public J to the will, as exho1-tation, rfi 7rapaKA~<Tfl. 

to-I preaching l to the understanding, as instruction, 
\ addressed ri, oioao-Ka>..[q (ver. 13). 

[Ohs. 1. This rule defines the duties which, at any rate 
during the Apostle's absence, were to command Timo
thy's earnest attention. For ,rpou•x•, cf. i. 4; iii. 8. 
Not that iu,s implies that Timothy might neglect these 
duties after St. Paul's arrival at Ephesus. So vivid is 
the Apostle's expectation of returning to Ephesus, that 
he writes fws lpxoµ,ru instead of fa,s &11 lMw, I Cor. iv. 5, 
Cf. Winer, Gr. N. T. p. 370.J 

[Obs. 2. The reading of Scripture here referred to was not 
private, but public. The Church found it in the Syn
agogue, Acts xv. 21; 2 Cor. iii. 15; and our Lord (St, Luke 
iv. 16) and His Apostles (Acts xiii. 15, 27) availed them• 
selves of it in the work of propagating Christianity. 
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When describing the Sunday Service, St. ,Justin Martyr, 
writing A, D. 139, says, that 'TO. 6:troµ.v11µ.ov,6µ.aTa Tow 

6.1rot1T6Awv I, 'TO. uv-,-yp6.µ.µ.aTa TWV "PO'M'TWV ava-,,vwr11tt'Ta1' 
Apo!. i. c. 67, And Tertullinn, Apo!. c. 39: 'Coimus Ml 
literarum divinarum commemorationem, si quid prae
sentium temporum qualitas aut praemonere cogit, aut 
recognoscere. Certe fidem sanctis vocibus pa.scimus, 
spam erigimus, fiduciam figimus.' On the post-apostolic 
ava-,vwu'TT/• or Lector, see Bingham, Antiquities, book iii. 
5, I sqq,] 

[Obs. 3. The two elements of ChriHtian preaching, 1rapa1tA11-
u« and a,aau1taA!a, are combined in Rom. xii. 7, 8, and 
also in the injunctions to Timothy in vi. 2. Cp. iv. I 1. 

But in this connexion 1rap6..,-,,u, is sometimes alone ; 
since good resolutions were more wanting in the Church 
of Ephesus than adequate knowledge. Cf. r Tim. v. 7. 
1rapa1tA11u« corresponds to a modern sermon, a,aacr1taAia 
to an instruction or lecture. J 

Do not neglect 'the grace ' received at 
' consecration.' 

Considering 
its 

natu'l·e. As an 
xapl<Fp.aTO'J ). 

origin (€06817). 
an Apostolic 
1rpocf>17relas ). 

inward gift (rov lv <TOl 

It was given by means of 
utterance or prayer (oia. 

attestation. Its bestowal was accompanied 
by the imposition of hands of the pres
byters (µETCI. im0frews TWV xeipwv TOV r.pe<F

/3vTEpfov ), signifying their assent to the 
act (ver. 14). 

(Obs. I. Nature o/ the Grace. The xap1<1µ.a here referred to is 
not the office held by Timothy, but the inward grace 
which enables him to discharge it. This is clear from 
Iv uo!, words which are carefully repeated in 2 Tim. 
i. 6, where St. Paul bids Timothy dva( ... "1TVp•iv "" xa• 
p1.aJAa ToV ®EoV, 0 EaT,v Ev uoi Bui Tij:. f11'&8EoeaJ~ TWv 

X"P"'V µ.ov. Here then xap1crµ.a means not gratia gratis 
data, as at I Cor. xii. 4, nor yet gratia gratum facims; but 
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a divinely irnp1L1-t.ed c1Lpacity to do e. certain apiritu1Ll 
work. Thie gift may be unrecognized, inert, unfruitful ; 
hence,µ~ d.µl>..« and dva("""'l'E"'•] 

[ Ohs. ,:a. Origin of the Grace. St. Paul eays here, ll«i 1rpo<f>f/T<las: 

in ,:a Tim. i. 6. ll,ci rijs l1r19fo-,.,s Tcuv xupcuv µou. The 
inspired uttenmce of the Apostle, together with im
position of his hands, were the two media through 
which the grace was conveyed to Timothy. Mack 
(Com-,uar t'iher die Pastoralbriefe, p. 33r) considers 1rpo

</>f/T.ias an acc. plural, and refers to 7rpoa"'(ov<ras fol <rE 

"PO<f>f/T<ias in i. r8, making ll,ii~propta·. Some earlier 
prophetic utterances of Christians at Derbe are here, 
he thinks, alluded to as the ground of Timothy's ordina
tion. Cf. Acts xvi. ,:a. But the phrase a,a rrpo<f,f/TEias is 
best explained by the corresponding 3,ci .-fjs lm6«r•a,s 

XELpii,v, Acts viii. r8 ; ,:a Tim. i. 6. The 1rpo</Jf/T•la, or 
inspired utterance, would in this case have been not 
improbably a prayer, although it might have been some 
sentence like that of the later Western and our own 
Ordinal, 'Accipe Spiritum Sanctum.'] 

[Ohs. 3. .A.ttestati.on qf the reality of this Grace. Its bestowal 
was accompanied by the ,1ri6•a1s .-cuv XELpcuv .-oi, 1rp•<r

{Jur,pfo11. µ,.-a ,1r,9i<rE11JS is not to be confounded with 
llui ,rr,6lt1<11Js: see Winer, Gr. N. T. p. 47r. The Apostle's 
,1ri9«m XELpii,11 conveyed the xiip,aµa to Timothy. The 
i1r,9•a•s ,.;;,,, X<Lpcuv Tov 1rp,a{J11T<pfov signified the con
sent of the presbyters to the act of the Apostle. The 
symbolice.! action of laying on of hands had already 
this double sense in the 0. T. When Moses laid his 
hands on Joshua, Joshua was thereby 'filled with the 
spirit of wisdom ;' Deut. xxxiv. 9. When the children 
of Israel laid their hands upon the Levites, it was to 
recogniu the fact of their being set apart for the service 
of the Lord; Numb. viii. ro. No presbyter could convey 
the necessary xapurµa to Timothy; but the entire 
College of presbyters in Ephesus signified its con• 
currence in the action of the Apostle. The ancient 
custom, preserved in our Ordinal, by which 'the bishop 
with the priests present shall lay their hands severe.Uy 
upon the head of every one that receiveth the order 
of priesthood,' is grounded on this passage, which, 
however, describes Timothy's consecration as 'bishop.' 
The TO 11p,<r/3vTlp,011 (used of the Sanhedrin in St. Luke 
xxii. 66; Acts :u..ii. 5 ; only here of a body of Christion 
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presbyters) could not have existed at Lyetra, Ach 
x,·i. 1-3 ; and leads ue to connect the event referred 
to with Ephesus, and Timothy's consecration to be 
'bishop' of that Church.] 

[Obs. 4. The references to Timothy's 'consecration' to be 

'Bishop ' of Ephesus may be stated as follows:-

1. He was designated for the position by inspired 
utterances of Christian prophets (1<aT<1 Ta< 1rpo

a-yo6aa• i1rl ,r~ ,rpo</n}T<ta<, 1 Tim. i. 18). 

2. He was 'consecrated' to it by St. Paul, (I l a,a -rii• 
i,rd/la•a,• TWII x«piiJv µov, 2 Tim. i. 6: (2) Bui ,rpo• 

,P71T<fos, 1 Tim. iv. 14: i. e. by imposition of hands, 
and an inspired utterance accompanying it. 

3. His consecration was assented to by the body of 
presbyters in Ephesus, who signified this assent by 
laying their '.hands on him (µ<T'1 h,/Ua,a,s TOIII x«pijn, 

Tov ,rp<<r/3vT<pfov), 1 Tim. iv. 14.] 

§ Suggestio'ns of a general kind appended to the foregoing 
(TavTa, vv. 12-14) Rules (vv. 15, 16). 

Suggestion 1, respecting intensity of purpose (ver. 15). 

L h d 
. 

1 

r. who is continuously thinking on 
et t y evot10n ~ , 

h f 
them (rnvra µ.1:.)uTa). 

to t e matter o 
these rules be 2. who lives in them, as the world 
that of a man which he inhabits ( Iv rovro,~ 

!u0i) (ver. 15). 

Reason. That thy progress ( 1Tp0Ko11'~), m all the par
ticulars named, may be manifest (ver. 15). 

[Obs. µ•><-•Tav only here and in Acts iv. 25 (quoting Ps. ii. 1). 
The original sense is exercere, the later meditari. ;,, TovTo" 

fa/J1 : cf. Hor. Ep. i. 1. 11, 'omnis in hoe sum.' The 
reason given (111a aov ,} ,rpo1<01ff) cpav,p.i pl proceeds on 
the ground that, as a bishop, Timothy owed an example 
of progress to his flock. Cf. St. Mat. v. 16.] 

E 
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Sugg(!,Sti.on 2, respecting two matters whicli dernand 
anriou.s attention (ver. 16). 

( 
1. Fix a~tentionf la. thyself, ~rnvr~ y,a one~ who should 

, on, 1:1T1:x1:, be a rv,ros rwv 'lTLurwv). 

- 2. Continue to b. the doctrine, rfi a,aau,ca.>..lq. ( of the 

( ?e , e~gaged J Apostles, entrusted to thee) 
m, 1:1np.w1:, (ver. 16). 

Reason. In doing this thou wilt save both thyself and 
thy hearers (ver. 16). 

[Ohs. avTo~ is better referred to aEatmp and TU &Baa1<aAlq., 
than to the preceding Rules (vv. 12-14). To neglect 
a. would be to be lost himself; to neglect b. would 
risk the salvation of his hearers. But Timothy must 
save himself in saving his hearers.] 

Directwns for Tinwthy' s guidance, when dealing with 

different classes of persons under his care (v. r-vi. ro). 

r. Persons deserving ecclesiastical censure (v. 1, 2). 

In 
censuring 

any 

r. (general rule) use exhortation rather than 
reprimand (µ~ E'll'm>..~fns, a>..>..a 1Tapa,c££L) 

(ver. 1). 

2. (particular rule) treat each person deserving 
censure as if he or she were a relative of the 
corresponding age. And so 

J
a. an old man, } ia. a father, 
b. younger men, as if b. brothers (ver. 1), 

exhort . 

le. old women, exhortmg c. mothers, 
d. younger women, d. sisters (ver. 2). 

§ When exhorting the vEwripas, let it be Jv 1rau'{l liyvECq. (ver.2). 
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[Oba. r. St. Chrys. says that the words 1rp<r7/JvT•po•, v,wr<po,. 
TrpM/JvTlpa, nnd v,.,.,.lpa denote here simply perBOns Qf 

different nges, nnd not ecclesiastical persons. In ver. 
r 7 the ecclesiastical sense of 'presbyter' is rendered 
necessary by the context. ETr11r'A11n•iv, &1r. >-.ey. in N. T., 
implies more severity than the more usual 11r1T1µav 

(2 Tim, iv. 2) or •'A•'YX""· Timothy's age made this 
caution necessary.] 

[Oba. 2. On Ta• .,,.,.,,pa,, St. Chrys. paraphrases µ715~ inrorfiav, 

q,7117/, a4i,. J 

2. Widows (vv. 3-16). 

[Obs. Two classes of widows are discussed in this para
graph. (1) Widows supported out of the public funds 
of the Church (vv. 3-8), and l2) Widows enrolled in an 
Ecclesiastical Order (vv, 9-16).] 

I. Of Widows supported out of the public Church funds 
(vv. 3-8). 

1. General Rule. Widows are to be honoured, by being 
supported at the cost of the public Church funds, 
provided that they are real widows ( ver. 3). 

[Obs. 1. Ttµav here means 'give material proofs of honour,' 
as at St. Mat. xv. 4, 6; cf. anr'Aii• T<µij, (ver. 17); possibly 
also Acts xxviii. 10, and contrast 1rap,9,a,povVTo, Acts vi 1. 

That nµ.av here means 'to support,' is implied in 
t1µ01fJa• dTro5,a6va, (ver. 4), 1rpovo,, lVer. 8), i1rap,c,17a, 
(ver. 16), The Latin honorare is used in a similar 
sense.] 

[Obs, 2. The word )(Tlpa (for root, see Liddell and Scott's 
Lexicon, 7th ed.) means, like riduus, one who is in 
want, deserted. Hence ,) ovTOJ• x11pa is a widow who 
may really be called one, as being in fact what the word 
suggests ( compare ver. 4, ,cal µ,µova,µlv71, ver. 5, and 
ver. 16), and not a 'literal widow' in contrast to an 
ecclesiasticnl x11pa. (Baur, Pastorallmefe, p. 47.) The bo11a 

flde widow must be alone in life, and of a certain moral 
ohnrncter. The earliest Christian Church felt a filial 
duty towards lonely widows; see Acts vi. 1. St. lgnat. 
ad Polycarp. 4, xfipa, µ'q ,lµ,'A.,/179a,17av. St. Justin Martyr, 

E2 
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Apolog. i. 67, TO t11JAA,-yoµ.vov ,rap,). TqJ ,rpo«1TOJTI dwoT/8,Tal, 

t<tu ni1T<h iw11,011p•1 IJp<f,avof< T< ,ml x~pa1<. From the letter 
of Cornelius of Rome to Fabius of Antioch (A. D. 251), 

which is given by Eusebius, H. E. vi. 43, it appears that 
in the third century there were more than 1500 widows 
and paupers supported by the Church in Rome.] 

2. Cautions to be observed in the application of the pre
ceding General Rule (vv. 4-8). 

First Caution. It does not apply to a 'ltidow who has 
surviving child1·en or gmndchudren. Before the 
relatives of such a widow apply to the Church for 
public aid, let them learn 

1

a. the duties of natural piety ( EVCTE/3liv) towards [ members 
of] their own household (ver. 4); 

b. to repay the debt which they owe (ii.µoif3as ii.1ro1Movai) 
to parents or grandparents ( To'is- 1rpoyovois-) (ver. 4). 

Reason (yap). Pious care for aged relatives (ToilTo) is 
acceptable before GoD (ver. 4). 

[Ohs. 1. St. Chrys. makes xijp,11 (implied in x~pa, under
stood collectively) the subject of µa.v8avfro,<1av, instead 
of Te,n,a ~ ,,ryova. But this construction diminishes 
the force of ,/,<1,6,w, which is more naturally used of 
filial than of parental 'piety' ; while it destroys that 
of d.µ01/JcJ.• d.1ro81liova,. St. Chrys. suggests that a parent 
repays the debt he owes to his ancestors in the persons 
of his children ; but this is scarcely to be inferred 
from the text. wp6-yovo,, generally ' dead• ancestors, is 
used of living parents in Plat. Legg. xi. 931 E, and is 
perhaps introduced here by way of antithesis to <1<-yova. 

Observe Tov W,ov ol1<ov, with reference to members of.the 
same family.] 

[Ohs. 2. Ka>..ov Kai, text. rec., before .tw68,1<Tov is probably 
introduced from I Tim. ii. 3.] 

Second Caution. It does not apply to any but a genuine 
1.cidow (~ ovTws- x~pa). The genuine widow is 
accordingly described (vv. 5, 6) 
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a. by her family circumBtances. She is left alone in the 
world, J.l,f.JJ,ovwµ,EvTJ (ver. 5). 

b. by her religious character. For 

she 

a. has once for all hoped and still hopes ( ~>.:rrmv ), 

looking towardB (i1r£ with acc.) GoD (ver. 5). 

b. prays both for the satisfaction of her wants 
(mi:,;- Sf.~crnnv), and as an expression of her 
devotion ( mi:,;- 1rpouwx_a'i,;-) ( ver. 5). 

c. perBevereB (1rpouµ,Evf.i) in these prayers by night 
. and by day (ver. 5). 

c. by contrast with the riotouB widow(~ CT1TaraMua), who 
though physically alive is spiritually dead ( (wua 

TE8UTJKf.) (ver. 6). 

§ Practical Direction. Timothy is to issue a command 
( 1rap&.yyf.A.Af.) in accordance with the preceding instruc
tions (mvm, vv. 5, 6), to the end that the widows (who 
live on public Church funds) may be irreproachable 
( avf.1TLA.TJ1TTOi) (ver. 7). 

[Obs. 1. The description of the .;, 011T01, xfipa on its positive 
side recalls St. Luke's account of the prophetess Anna. 
xTJpa. iQJs ETWv O-yB0711tovTaTEC1u0.pOJV, ~ 0V1t d.cplaTaTo d1rO ToV 

lEpoU, V1]UTdais Ha~ BE~aea, AaTpEVovaa vl11CTa "al TJµf:(JOJI. 

ii. 37. Widows who were supported out of the Church 
alms must be women of devout Christian lives, as well 
as without any near relations. Observe 71>..11,tCfJI '"' 
th6v, not as in iv. 10, f;,rl 8efP. 1}X7rtKEva, E1rl with acc.= 

hope directed towards Gon; with dat. = hope resting 
upon Gon. For Tui'< 6,fi,,..o-, ""' Tai'< ,rpoo-•vxai,, see ii. 1. 

St. Jer. Ep. ad Ageruck. cxxiii. 6, 'Quibus Deus spes est. 
et omne opus oratio.'] 

[Ohs. :a. The o-,raTa>.wo-a, or dissipated widow, forms a vivi<l 
contrast to ,) 0VT01, xfipa, whose life is devoted to piety. 
o-,raTa>.iiv, to be luxurious, wanton, is used as synony
mous with Tpvcpiiv in St. James v. 5. Cf. Ezek. xvi. 49; 
Ecclus. xxi. 15. The contrast between physical existence 
and moral and spiritual death in (wo-a T<IIV"f/1<• occurs 
also at Eph. iv. 18; Rev. iii. 1. Theophyl. 1<Av 601<B ~11v 
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TavT77v n)v al11llrrrfiv, TEll"'I'" 1<aTd rrv,vµa. It is more 
serious than 'death to the community' in tho Pythn
goroan sense, by banishment or expulsion. Inmblich. 
d'J cita Pythag. c. 17.] 

§ Considemtion of a tacit Objection to Caution 1. What 
is to be said of the case of those widows whose near 
relatives refuse them any support 1 (ver. 8). 

A 11swer. Such refusal places these relatives outside the 
Christian pale. Any man (ns) who takes no fore
thought for his relations ( Twv lM.wv ), and especially for 
those who belong to his household ( olKdwv ), 
Ja. denies the [moral value of a Christian's] faith(ver.8); 

lb. falls below the conventional standard of heathen 
views of duty (frnv &1rt<Trov X£lpwv) (ver. 8). 

[Ohs. I, The Apostle has in his immediate view the obli
gations of a Christian householder to support a widowed 
mother, or grandmother (ver. 4). But he states this 
duty in its broadest and most inclusive form, as em
bracing all relations, and particularly members of the 
family circle (TIIIV l/li,w "al µlv..111Ta 0/1<,low). Compare 
Tov rll,ov 0T1<ov (ver. 4) 1 where also a widowed parent or 
grand-parent is what is exactly meant. The real extent 
of the natural obligation covers so much more ground 
than the particular duty which is neglected, as to have 
the force of an ajorliori argument.] 

[Ohs. 2. By cl:1rit1Tov is meant a non-believer, without imply
ing hostility to Christianity, as 2 Cor. iv. 4 ; Tit. i. 15, 01· 

apostasy from it. Non-Christians have a conventional 
standard of natural morality, and the Christian who 
neglects near relations falls below that standard. Cf. 
St. Mat. v. 461 47; A.naxim., ap. Stob. 79. 371 TI -yap ia.-, 
3,Ka.,6TEpov ~ To~s -y.vi11,ws 1<al rra,lldas al.-iovs ~v.-as avT<v•p

-yET<<V ; and Eur. Fra,gm. 848 : 

Ol1TIS /lf TQ/ t/JVl1GVTE µtj Ttµav (lj>..p, 

µ-q µo1 -y<VOtTO µf,TE avvl/VT'/S l/fOIS1 

µftT' El' 1Ja>..aat1?) l<OtJ/01'AOVJ/ '7TEAA0t. (11(11</'0S. 

For the general natural duty of children to parents, 
see Eph. vi. 1 ; Col. iii. 20; St. Mat. xv. 4; xix. 19; 

St. Mark vii. 10; x. 19; St. Luke xviii. :.io.] 



Chapter v. 8 55 

II. Of the Ecclesiastical Institute or Order of Widows (x~pa 
Karah.eylu8CJ>) (vv. 9-16). 

[Obs. 1. In the sub-apOFJtolic age xfipa had an ealesiastiwl aH 

well as a natural meaning : it was even uaed of women 
who had never been married, but who had consecrated 
themselves to GoD in a single life. Cf. St. Ign. rv1 Smyrn. 

c. 13, al 1rapfJlvo,, al >..ey6µ,va, x11pa,; Clem. Ree. vi. 15, 
ordo viduarum, cf. Clem. Hom. xi. 36. It is at least 
possible that the word had partly acquired a technical 
'religious' meaning in the apostolic age itself, as had, 
e. g., wp«r{Jvnpos. The word 1UJ-raJ\eyfofJo, marks the act 
by which the ecclesiastical widow was separated from 
the great body of 611-ro,s xiipat. Her name was entered 
on a list. Perhaps too, as in later times, this was 
accompanied by x«po-rovia, or x<1pofJ,aia. (Const. A.post. 
viii. c. 19; Cone. Chalced. c. 15: see Bright on Cone. 
Nicaen. Can. 19 ; Notes on Canons of First Four Councils, 
pp. 81 sqq., second edition). In ver. 9, x_i,pa is in fact 
the predicate. 'A.s a widow, let no one be entered on 
the catalogue who is not,' &c. See Winer, (},-. N. T. p. 738.J 

[Obs. 2. It would appear probable that in the apostolic 
age all women consecrated to GoD, in a single life 
and for doing works of mercy, formed a single TO."fJJ'l, or 
order. Such a general association would naturally have 
been suggested by the precedent of those holy women, 
MaryMagdalene,Joanna, Susanna, and many others who, 
during Christ's ministry, 61711<61101111 au-roi's (i.e. Christ and 
the Twelve) l1< -rwv lirrapx6v-ron, au-rai's (St. Luke viii. 3), 
and were present at His Crucifixion, after following Him 
from Galilee, 61a1<wovaw auTqi, St. Mat. xxvii. 55. The 
X1Jpt1<611 of the apostolic age may have comprised the ll&<i-
1<01101, Rom. xvi. 1, or 61a1<6111aaa1, as well as the rrp•a/3v-rEpa,, 

rrpHrfJvnll,s, rrpo1<a(}f,µE11at, of a later time. One aspect of 
such a general Institute was developed in this portion 
of the Church, and another in that : the Apostolic rule 
of A. D. 67, that the ecclesiastical xfipa at Ephesus must 
be sixty years old, could not have been required in 
A. D. 58 of the energet;ic ll,a.1<011or Phoebe at Cenchrea. 
The xiipw at Ephesus were rather rrp,a/3vnllos than 
/l1a1<011,aaa,. In time the different elements of the 
common Apostolic Institute became distinct bodies. J 
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1. Qualifications required in a widow who is to be registered 
as belonging to the Order (vv. 9, 10). These concern 
her 

1. age. She must be at least sixty years old (ver. 9). 

[Obs. 1. This advanced age is insisted on for widows in 
Tertnllian (de Vi,-g. t·eland. c. 9) and St. Basil (Ep. cxcix. 
Can. 24); but the Council of Chnlcedon fixes forty as 
the earliest age for a deaconess l Can. 15), and the 
legislation of Justinian requires sometimes fifty (Novell. 

vi. 6\ sometimes forty (Novell. cxxiii 13), years of age. 
The Theodosia.n code still speaks of sixty for deaconesses 
(lib. xvi; tit. 2. 27). See Bingham, Ant. ii. 22. 4.] 

[Ohs. 2. This advanced age seems to imply that the order 
of widows at Ephesus, although its members were to be 
chosen on the ground of active services in the past 
(ver. 10), would be 'contemplative' and devotional, 
rather than practical and philanthropic.] 

2. wedded life. She must have been married to one 
husband only (fvos iivopos yvv~) (ver. 9). 

[ Ohs. Like µ,.as ")'11Va<K3r a.•ffp ( I Tim. iii. 2 ; Tit. i. 6 ), the 
phrase ivor avlip<'>r "'flJvfi refers to successive, not to 
simultaneous polygamy. The Apostle cannot have meant 
that Timothy was not to choo&e a widow who had had 
more 'husbands' than one at the same time ; since such 
polyandry was condemned throughout the Greek and 
Roman as well as the Jewish world, and would have 
been regarded as intolerable by any Christian woman. 
To have married only once was a symptom of <")'KpaT«a, 

and on this account is required of the ecclesiastical 
widows as well as of the clergy. Hence Tertullian, 
ad Uxor. i. 7, 'Disciplina ecclesiae et praescriptio apostoli 
.... viduam adlegi in ordinationem nisi univiram non 
concedit.' These 'univirae • are called by St. Epiphanius 
µ,ovlryaµo, t"'(t<paTEv<1aµ•va, ~ x11p•v<1a<1a.t ,bro µovo"'(aµlar. 

Exposit. Fid. c. 21. Cf. Const. Ap. vi. 17, &o. Theodoret 
(in loc.) understands ivor &.vBpor 'Y"IIT/ to exclude only 
Huch as had married again after being divorced from 
a former husband; ov T~v lJi"'(aµlav l,cfla>.AE<, .U..\a. TO 

<1"'</>p6v"'r ,,, 'Y/,1'-'1' flw1111 voµ,o9ETEi. But this explanation 
reflects the reaction of Theodoret's age against the 
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exaggerated condemnation of all second marriageg 
which characterized the later sub-apostolic period. It 
is not the natural meaning of St. Paul's language.) 

3. active goodness. She must bear a high character m 
the matter of eminently good works ( lv {pyois rnAo'is 

µ.aprvpovµ.evr,) (ver. ro); for example ( el), 

as 

a. having brought up orphan children ( ire,cvorp&cpr,uev ). 

b. having given bed and board to strangers (ifevooo

XYJCTw). 

c. having 'washed the feet ' of Christians ( ay[wv 

1To8as eviv,ev ). 

d. having relieved the afflicted ( 0)uf3oµ.evois f7i~pKeCTev ). 

e. having endeavoured to further every good under
taking (set on foot by others) (?Tavrl epy':) ii.ya0i;i 

i1Tr,,co>..ov0r,CTe) ( ver. IO ). 

[Obs. 1. The candidate for ad.mission to the Order must be 
µ.ap-rvpavµ.<IITJ, a person of well-attested ( see Acts vi. 3 ; 
x. 22; xvi. 2) character in the department of (iv) 

eminently good (1<cz.\oi's) works (ver. 25; vi. 18). The 
hypothetical clauses, d ET<1<VaTp6<{)11"•"• "· T. >-.. are ex
planatory of lp-ya,r 1<cz.\01r, although dependent upon 
1<aTa>-.,-y,u90J.] 

[ Ohs. 2. a. Education of ctrph(JIYl,8, That ET<1<v0Tp6<{)71u<v would 
refer to the bringing up orphans is probable ; since this 
lp-yav would be 1<cz.\6v, while a widow who brought up 
her own children would only discharge a natural 
obligation. Doubtless, in either case, oil 9pbf,w µ.6vav 

d,rwT<•, d>-.>-.d 1<al To ,~u•flwr 9p,,t,a,. Theodoret. 
b. Entertainment of strangers. •{•vaMx11"•v like the 

,,,,.,1<01ror, who must be t()•>-.v(<var, iii. 2. Cf. St. Mat. 
x.xv. 35, {<vor ~µ.71v 1tal UVIITJ"fO."fET< µ.<. 

c. Washing the feet of Christians. This was not merely 
an Oriental way of showing hospitality : it was a proof 
of humility (1 Sam. xxv. 41) and love (St. Luke vii. 38, 
44), and a special imitation of our Lord Himself 
(St. John xiii. 4 sqq.). The spirit of the action was to 
show thnt not merely the substance, but the most 
refined and humiliating courtesies of hospitality, wen, 
due to brethren in Christ (d'Y/.,., ,r6Sar). So <Ecumenius, 
., T<l, foxaTa, V'"IP"'ia, TOIi' d-ylo .. dv,,ra,uxvvTOJ, •f•TEAE<7f. 
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d. Relief of the aJJlicted. This is to be explained 
primarily of almsgiving to those who are hard pressed 
by want ; but both hrap,c,ii, and 6>..l/3.tr6a, have a wider 
eenl!6, and thus the alleviation of any kind of suffering 
is included in the expression. 

e. Furtherance of all good undertakings. In lmr1<0;>..o~-
61Ju•, the effect of hrl is not to intensify the act, but 
to mark its direction, r St. Pet. ii. :ar. The word must 
not be confused with 3,&,,.,.., in r Thess. v. 15; Heb. 
xii. r4 ; r Tim. vi. r r, as meaning merely the pursuit 
of goodness ; it implies the following a,fter every good 
work which others may have set on foot. A readiness 
to do this implies humility and unselfishness, in which 
the originators of great schemes for good are sometimes 
deficient. J 

2. Disqualification for admittance to the Ecclesiastical Order 
of widows (vv. 11-15). 

§ Rule. Timothy must decline (irapa,rnv) the applications 
of younger widows : they are, as such, inadmissible 
(ver. 11). 

[Obs. 11,01Tlpa, does not mean rigidly widows who are under 
~i.Ity ; but generally ' younger widows' ; so VEOJTlpa, in 
ver. :a. wapcuTou is antithatical to 1<aTa>..,-,lu60J (ver. 9). 
Baur's rendering, which separates VEOJTEpa, and x~pa,, 
'jiingere Personen des weiblichen Geschlechts nimm 
nicht in den Katalogus der X7Jf'4' auf' (Paulus, vol. ii. 
p. 114 n. ), is due to his theory of the date of the Epistle.] 

~ Reasons £or the exclusion of ve@TEpaL x~pa, from the 
Ecclesiastical Order of widows (vv. n-15). 

Rea1Jon r. From the risk to which they are exposed of 
mifaithfulness to religious engagements. When these 
younger widows have come to feel restive against [ the 
rule of] Christ ( ,caTaCTTP71VLaCTWCTL TOV XpLCTTov), they want 
to marry ( yaµ,e'iv 8h1.ovCTw ). No sooner have such desireR 
arisen, than the younger widows carry within them 
a sentence of condemnation (lxovCTaL ,cp'iµ,a), to the effect 
that they have broken their first compact with Christ 
(vv. II-12). 
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Reaaon 2. From the risk they incur of mischievous 
idleneaa. The younger widows learn to be (a) idle, 
by going about from house to house. And withal, to 

be (b) gossips (<f,>..vapoi), and (c) busy-bodies (1rtpCtpyoi), 
who talk about subjects which cannot be thought right 
for them (ra µ~ l'ieovra) (ver. 13). 

Reaaon 3. From the ( ovv bases this on ver. 13) advi,,a
bility of their marrying again (ver. 14). 

[Ohs. The Apostle is answering a tacit objection, 'What then 
are the younger widows to do?' He would have them 
marry again.] 

§ Reasons why the younger widows should marry again 
(ver. 14). 

a. (positive) because thus they will be healthfully 
occupied, in having families ( TEKvoyove'i:v) and 
managing their households ( olKol'itu1ron'i:v) ( ver. 14 ). 

b. (negative) because thus they will afford the op
ponent of Christianity (rci> avnmµev'I:') no ground 
for injurious reproach (µ.11l'ieµ.£av acj,opµ.~v . . . 
>..oil'iop{as x&pw) (ver. 14). 

Reason 4 ( Arg. (yap) for Reason 3). From the teaching 
of experience. Already some younger widows who 
have entered the Order, or at any rate have not 
married again, have turned aside from the path of 
virtue (lfETp<h1Juav) to follow Satan in that of sen
suality (ver. 15). 

[Ohs, I. The rislc of urifaithfttlness (vv. II, r:1) to their 
plighted word on the part of the younger widows 
arisos when natuml restiveness against religious obliga
tions makes itself felt. The phrase 1<aTauTp11v1ii.v Tau 

Xp<UTov is equivalent to uTp11v1ii.v 1<aTa. Toii Xp1aToii: just 
as in St. James ii. 13, 1<aTa1<avxiiTa1 •"-•os 1<p1u•o,s stands 
for 1<auxii.Ta1 l>--•os 1<aTa. 1<p1u•o,s. The verb UTP1/viii.v is 
joined wiih 1ropv•11<&11 in Rev. xviii. 9; :mu the nouu 
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,rrpij,,os with Tropv•ia in Rev. xviii. 3. The phrase implies 
that Christ is a Bridegroom, to Whom the X~fl<l ,caTa• 
>..,-,oµ,1171 plights her troth, and to Whom she is un
fait-hful when she desires to marry again. So St. Jerome 
(Ep. cxxiii. 3), 'fornicatae sunt in in,iut-iam Christi.' 
Observe, -,aµ,i'v IU>..ov,nv, not -,aµovow: even the wish 
t.o marry another is to be false to the <TVvl!~"'l (St. Chrys.) 
with Christ. This unfaithfulness is expressed by cil!,T<w 
.,;,TT,v, 'fidem irritam facere,' the condemning conscious
ness (tcpiµa,) of which the younger widows who wish to 
marry again bear about with them. (lxovua, = fovTa..
"ar•xovua,..) The .,,uns with Christ is here called 
1rp&i717,-not in depreciation of that entered into with 
the first husband, but relatively to the new desire to 
marry again. For the moment, the claim of Christ, the 
true Bridegroom, and the attraction of a second earthly 
marriage a.re alone in question.] 

[Obs. 2. The risk of a life of idleness in the younger widows, 
if admitted to the Order, arises from their duties. In 
discharging these they have to go about (Tr<p«px6µ,va1 
.,-as oMas) from one house to another; and thus (1) 'they 
learn to be idle' (dp-,al µavlia.vovu,). (For this construc• 
tion of µ.a.vliaJ1«v, see Plat. Ettthydem. p. 276 B ; Winer, 
Gr. N. T. p. 436.) Nor is this all; (observe the rhetorical 
bcw6p/iOJu,s): they at the same time become (2) garrulous 
(<1>>..11apo,, ii1r. >..,-,. in N. T.), and (3) busybodies, 1r•pl•p-,o, 
( compare 2 Thess. iii. 11, µ71aEv ~na(oµ,vovs, d>..>..11 Tr<pup-ya• 
(oµ,vovs), talking of many matters which cannot be 
thought befitting (Td µ~ afona. Cf. Tit. i. II; Winer, 
Gr. N. T. p. 6o3).] 

[Obs. 3. The Apostolical desire that the younger widows 
should marry again is grounded (oov) on the alternative 
risk of idleness and garrulity. A second marriage will 
afford them occupation, and will thus silence the un
friendly criticisms of an opponent of Christianity. 
-,aµ•iv is here used of a second marriage, as at I Cor. 
vii. 39. ol,coa,uwOT<iv (iiw. >..,-,.) describes the relation of 
a husband to his household : he is said Toti ottcov Trpot'u• 
nulia., 1 Tim. iii. 4, 12. The application of such a word 
to a Christian wife implies the new and impro¥ed 
position which was secured to women by the Gospel. 
That the dvr,,c,iµ•vos is not the evil one (St. Chrys.), 
bnt a human opponent (Phil. i. 28; Tit. ii. 8), is suggested 
by >..o,&iplas xa.p,v,-an epexegetic addition to ci'/>opµ~v-
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showing the manner in which the occasion would be 
employed, 'to promote reproach.' The importance of 
this text ns against early rigorist denunciations of all 

second marriages has been often recognised. Const. 
Apost. iii. 2.J 

[Ohs. 4. The test of experience ('IMI) warranted (-yap) what 
had just been said about µ110,µiav ~opµ~v o,Mva, Tip 
clvrnrnµlvq,. Somo young widows had turned away from 
Christ, and had followed (lnr/uo,, Acts v. 37; xx. 30) 
Satan into unchastity. Here the language suggests that 
if Christ is the Bridegroom, Satan is the seducer. J 

§ Supplementary instruction respecting the case of younger 
widows who do not marry (ver. 16). 

Consideration of a tacit Objection to vv. 11-15. What is 
to become of younger widows who do not marry, and 
who yet cannot be admitted to the Orded (ver. 16). 

Answer. A Christian man or woman who has such 
widows among his or her relatives must supply them 
with the necessaries of life (l1TapKtfrw avrn'i:,). The 
Church should not be burdened with the care of them ; 
she should be left free to provide for those true widows 
who have no near relations ( ovrw, x~pat,, cf. ver. 3) 
(ver. 16). 

[Ohs. This verse is partly parallel to vv. 4, 8. There, how
ever, it is a question of the support of elderly widows 
by their younger relatives; here, of younger widows 
(who do not marry, and cannot be admitted to the 
Order) by their older relatives. Griesbach and Lachmann 
omit 1r1UTOs 77 with tt A. C. F. G. q. 4 7. fJap,iu/Jo, : the 
verb fJapiiv belongs to late Greek: the classical form is 
fJapvv«v. St. Luke xxi. 34; 2 Cor. i. 8; v. 4.] 

3. Presbyters (vv. 17-25). 

[Ohs. That 1rp,uf',,',TEpos must here be taken in its ecclesiastical, 
not its natural sense, is plain from the context, 1<aA/iis 

1rpo,uTW'TH, and >..o-yq, 1<a1 o,oau1<a>..iff. The qualifications 
to be insisted on in the Trp<ufJvT•pos or • .,,,u1<0Tros have 
been already stated in eh. iii. 2-7. In that passage 
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St. Paul calls him lt,fo·1to110,, because the natmse of his 
work would suggest the necessary character of the 
worker ; here 11p<uf3{,r,po,, because Timothy must be 
reminded of the dignity of the Church <lfficers whom 
he rules. It is remarkable that St. Peter and St. James, 
as writing to Jewish Churches, always use 1rp«r(3vr<po,. 
The word (tl'?i?.ll was familiar to the Jews; as it wns 
derived from them. There were elders in the Sanhedrim, 
as assessors to the chief priests and scribes ; and the 
local congregations or synagogues had their presiding 
elders. St. Luke vii. 3; Acts v. 21, -y•povala: Acts xiii. r5. 
But the name was new to the Gentile converts, who 
would have thought it strange that young men, as 
often happened, should be ordained 1rp<aMr•po1 : and 
it was used, as on this occasion, to bring the claims and 
dignity of the office into view. DGllinger, Grundlegung, 

iii. r.] 

I. Honourable recognition of the work of Presbyters 
(vv. 17, 18). 

Rule 1. Presbyters who preside well over their Churches 
(ol Ka>..ws 1rpo1:crTwTH) are to be deemed worthy of 
a double (i.e. ample) acknowledgment in the way 
of stipend (ver. 17 a). 

Rule 2 (orn>...ijs nµ.ijs ). This provision especially applies 
to those presbyters who work hard ( KomwvTH) at 
preaching (lv >...oyie) and giving instruction in Christian 
Doctrine (oioacrKa>...{q.) ( ver. 17 b ). 

Reasons (yap) for the foregoing Rules (ver. 18). 

Reason 1, from the mystical sense of Deut. xxv. 4: 

I ' Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the 
corn.' The broad moral principle of this precept 

j warrants its application to the ministers of the 

l 
Church (ver. 18). 

Reawn 2, from the popular proverb, also cited by our 
Lord (St. Luke x. 7 ), that 'the labourer is worthy 
of his hire' (ver. 18). 
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[Ohs. 1. The word 1rpoE1nw-r« points to the <Wiginal/undir,n of 

presbyters as pastors of single congregations, over which 
as hr/c,"01ro, they watched, which they guarded from 
error, and fed with the word and the sacraments, 
Acts xx. 28 sqq.; 1 St. Peter v. 2; St. James v. 14 sqq. 
When such congregations were formed by the missionary 
action of the Apostles, so much of ministerial power was 
delegated to the presiding member as would enable 
him to tench and feed the souls of which he had charge, 
without however transmitting this power to others. 
The presbyters seem to have been instituted after the 
8,a"ovo,, although nothing is said about the first insti
tution of the Order, which soon became important in 
Jerusalem; Acts xiv. 23; xv. 2, 6, 23. Dollinger suggests 
that the seven Deacons may themselves have been 
presbyters; and that the complete separation of the two 
Orders belongs to a later date: at any rate, Phil. i. 1 

shows that it had taken place before A. D. 62; Grundl,egung, 

iii. I,] 

[Ohs. 2. The context shows that T1µ:f, here means 'honour
able support,' or perhaps an 'honorarium,' paid by 
each congregation to the presiding presbyter. St. Chrys. 
paraphrases, IJ•pa1r,ia ,ral TfiJv ava-y"aiow xoP11-yia. Such 
a stipend is to be 8urll.ij, that is, not strictly 'double 
of the sum paid to deacons or to widows,' but ample. 
Cf. Is. xl. 2; Jer. xvi. 18; xvii. 18. The clause µaA,uTa 

ol "o,r,iiJvT•< lr, 11.1,-yrp "al 8,8au"all.Iq. would seem to imply 
that at Ephesus there were some presbyters who were 
devoted to other works, such as study, or pastoral 
visitation : the xap,uµa of teaching persuasively not 
being given equally to all. 11.o-yo< is more inclusive than 
8,Sau"all.ia : 11.o-yo< would mean exhortation as well as 
instruction ; ~,Sac,"all./a only the latter. On the pay of 
the Clergy out of the alms offered by the faithful, see 
Const. Apost. ii. 28.] 

[Obs. 3. The text, Dent. xxv. 4, it!i'i::i '"\iW tJbr,n-::6, is 
explained by the custom of driving 'the ~xer: o'..-;r heaps 
arranged in circles, which they thus trod out with 
their hoofs (Hos. x. 11), or harnessing them to heavy 
threshing waggons which they drew over the corn. 
See Judges viii. 7 ; Is. xxviii. 27 ; Winer, Realu·merlmch, 
s. v. 'dreschen'; Joseph. Ant. iv. 8. 21. It was character
istic of the mercifulness of the Jewish law that beasts 
of labour should not be prevented from refreshing 
themselves while they worked. But at I Cor. ix. 9, 
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whE>re St. Paul again interprets this passage of tho 
suppo1t due to the Christian Clergy, he explains the 
principle of the interpretation by asking, 'Doth GoD caro 
for oxE>n ?" That original applicatio11 of the principle 
was insufficient to exhaust it, and warranted its later 
application as an afortio'l"i argument. So Philo, de Sacri• 
jicantibus, ad init. : ou "(lip i,,r~p Tow d>-6"(0JII J 1161-'o•, dM' 
inr~p TOJII 1101!11 Hal >-6"(011 ix611TOJ>·] 

[Obs. 4. The proverb &(,os d lp-y,fr71s Toii f',u6oii auTou is not 
found in Lev. xix. 13; Deut. xxiv. 14. It was in common 
use among the Jews, and is quoted by our Lord, St. Luke 
x. 7 (cf. St. Mat. x. 10). Theodoret and Theophylact 
think that St. Paul is quoting from our Lord's words ; 
Baur from St. Luke's Gospel, which (he urges) is called 
,} "fpa<f>fi-an 'indication of the post-Apostolic date of the 
Epistle,' Pastoralhriefe, pp. 133, 134. But,} "fpa<f>fi is satisfied 
by Deut. xxv. 4, which is quoted first ; and it is easy 
to suppose that our Lord and His Apostle should have 
appealed independently to a well-known proverb, em
bodying a principle of natural justice.] 

II. Disciplinary proceedings against Presbyters (vv. r9-2r). 

[Ohs. Timothy, as a bishop, exercises discipline over his 
presbyters and the faithful generally: cf. Heb. xiii. 17 ; 
1 Cor. iv. 21 ; 2 Cor. L 6; 2 Thess. iii. 14. He is there• 
fore also a Judge,-not merely in foro conscientiae, but 
in foro externo, seu conlentioso. The advice 1<aT71"(op,a11 f'il 
1rapaa,xov is only intelligible as addressed to a Judge; 
and thus the text supposes an accuser and an accused 
person, while it mentions witnesses (µ.apTvp<s). The 
accuser would not go before the Bishop as Judge, unless 
the Bishop had some power of punishing the guilty 
party or of compelling him to do right,-some kind 
of (morally) coercive power. Here then we have an 
Apostolic and primitive provision for Church discipline. 
Tert. Apol,og. c. 39 : 'Ibidem etiam exhortationes, casti
gationes et censura divina. Nam et judicatur magno 
cum pondere, ut apud certos de Dei conspectu.'] 

Rule 1. Respecting the admission of a charge against 
a presb,yter. No charge against a presbyter is to be 
entertained by Timothy, unless it be made on the 
authority of {f7r{) two or three witnesses (ver. 19). 
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Rule 2. Retpecting the publicity of ecclesiastical cen
BUres. Convicted sinners, whether presbyters or not, 
are to be publicly censured UvC:nriov 1r&vTwv l>..eYX_E ), 
that other persons may be withheld from imitating 
them by a wholesome fear (ver. 20). 

Rule 3. Respecting abBolute vrnpartiality in the judge. 
(Introduced by an appeal to the Presence (oiaµaprvpoµai 
Jvwmov) of Gon, Jesus Christ, and the unfallen angels.) 
The'foregoing Rules (rniJrn) must be observed, without 
prejudice against any man (xwpls rrpoKpCµa-ros ), as also 
without partiality in favour of any man (µ170€v ?TOLCdv 
KaT<t 1TpouKALCTLV) (ver. 21). 

[Obs. 1. The rule (ver. 19) that two or three witnesses must 
be ready to substantiate a charge before it can be inves
tigated is based on Deut. xix. 15 : 'One witness shall not 
ri.•e up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, 
in any sin that he sinneth : at the mouth of two 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall 
the matter be established.' By Deut. xvii. 6 it was 
provided in particular that no conviction for murder 
could take place, unless at the mouth of two or three 
witnesses. Our Lord applies this principle to the private 
settlement of quarrels (St. Mat. xviii. 16·1 ; and St. Paul 
to the conduct of criminal accusations, whether before 
himself (2 Cor. xiii. 1) or, as here, before his delegates. 
Cf. St. John viii. 17. l1rl µapTvpOJv, resting on witnesses; 
in quotations, 2 Car. xiii. 1, lirl ,noµaTos µ,,pTvpOJV ; 

Heb. x. 281 l1rl µaprna,. For the pleonastic negation 
E1tT3s El µ~, see Lobeck, Phryn. p. 459; Winer, Gr. N. T. 

p. 757.J 

[Oba. 2. Although the rule (ver. 20) that convicted sinners 
are to be censured publicly is of general application, the 
context leads us to supply ,rp,u/JVT<pov, after Tov, aµap

TavoVTa>. They are thus contrasted with ol 1taNJJ> 

,rpoEUTOJTH 1rp•a/Jvnpo, (ver. 17). In the same way 
,ravTOJV and ol J\.onro, mean primarily presbyters, then 
other Christians. The words Evwirwv ,ravTOJV do not 

F 
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traverse our Lord's precept in St. Mnt. xviii. 15, l>,,;,(o• 
ail.-ov ,,,.-a(u <TOV 1<al QVTOV µovou. For in tho present 
pas!IILg(l (1) Timothy is regarded not as n private person, 
but as e public Church officer, invested with judicial 
authority; and (2) something more than a single offenco 
is implied by .-our dµap.-avo•.-ar, while (3) in the nbsenco 
of ok ol (St. Mat. xviii. 15), or some equivalent expression 
having limiting force, dµapr& ... v would be sin again.•t 

God. Observe that the preventive object of punishment 
is recognized in iva ol >..onrol <t>.l/3o• lxa,u,.] 

[Ohs 3. The rule (ver. 21) enjoining strict impartinlity on 
a bishop as judge is stated, after a solemn reference to 
unseen but present witnesses : 61aµaprilpoµa1 is stronger 
than µDfJ.-ilpoµa,, and only found in this sense at 2 Tim. 
ii. 14, iv. I. St. Paul names (1) Gon, who is everywhere, 
and who knows all; (2) Christ Jesus, the future Judge 
of all earthly judges; and (3) the ,1<>..<1<Tol 11.;,;,•Ao,. It 
seems less probable that i1t>..<1<ro£ here is used (a) as an 
ornamental epithet in the sense of [v.-,µo, (1 St. Pet. ii. 4), 
or (b) of the guardian-angels of particular Churches, 
whose earthly representatives are the bishops (Rev. ii. 1, 

&c.), than (c) of the unfallen angels who kept their first 
estate (2 St. Pet. ii. 4; St. Jude 6), who will accompnny 
the future Judge (St. Jude 14). These now behold what 
passes on earth in the Church of Christ (Eph. iii. 10), 

while they silently prepare for the judgement. The 
two words which de8cribe opposite sins against the 
virtue of Justice, 11p6«p1µa and 11pou«>..1a«, prejudice 
against, or in favour of, an accused person, are 11.rr. >..,;,. 

in the N. T.] 

[Ohs. 4. For the exercise of the judicial power of the 
Episcopate in the third century, the Apostolical Con
stitutions is a work of much interest (see Book II. 
n, 12, 37, 38, 42, 43, 46, 47, 48). It seems from c. 47, 
that causes were to be heard on Monday in each week, 
that there might be time for effecting reconciliations 
before the next Lord's Day. See also St. Cyprian's Letter 
to Cornelius, A. n. 252, on the subject of the trial of 
Privatus and others, Ep. 59 (Hartel's ed.). On the trial 
of bishops themselves, see Canon. Apost. 74 ; and on 
the non-admittance of heretical evidence against them, 
Can. 75.] 
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Ill. OnUnal'lon of PreBbyterH and, other .ilfinii,forH rl t/,r,, 

Church (vv. 22-25). 

[Obs. x•ipar ,11,T,IJfl is underAtood by Hammond, De Wette, 
Ellicott, and othors, of lhe recrmctlialion ofpenilents, a11 being 
moro in keeping with the preceding warningH. But 

although x«po/Jf0'1t1. was used for this purpose in po~t
Apostolic times (St. Cyprian, Ep. 74; Concil. Nie. Cnn. 
8; Eus. H. E. vii. 2; Bingham, Antiq. xviii. 2. r), tlu, 
Scriptural reference~ to it connect it with Ordfru,lion, 

whether of Deacons or Presbyters (Acts vi. 6, xiii. 3; 
2 Tim. i. 6); and it is so taken by St. Chrysostom and 
the other Greek commentators.] 

Rule I. Against hurried OrdinationB. Ordain no man 
hurriedly (raxlws); and do not (by ordaining unworthy 
persons) become thyself responsible for other men's 
sins (ver. 22 a). 

Rule 2. Respecting Timothy'B persoT1al '{YUrity. (Having 
thus to inquire into and judg~ the lives of others,) keep 
thyself pure ( ayvov ). (Yet think not that purity will 
be best secured by the rules of Essenic asceticism.) 
Be no longer a water-drinker (µ.r,.cln vopo1roTEi); but 
make use of a little wine, on account of thy weak 
digestion (out TOV UToµ.axov) and constant ailments 
(vv. 22 b, 23). 

Rule 3. Concerning a true appreciation of the character 
of Candidates for Ordination. Remember that prim a 
facie appearances, whether of good or of evil in men, 
are apt to mislead (vv. 24, 25). 

• 

F2 
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I. afalsdy 
favoumble 

estimate, 
reflect that 

a. while some men's 
sins (a) are crying 
and open ( 7rp63r,>..o, ), 
and (/3) lead the 
way to 

b. some men's sins are 
also [ (a) hidden, 
and] (/3) follow the 

judgement, 
Kplu,v 

(ver. 24). 

Accordingly, 
in order to 

avoid 

perpetrator (i7raKo-
>..ov0ovuw) to 

a. some good works are such 
matters of notoriety ( 1rp6l'ir,>..a ), 
( as to dispense with the need 
of any further investigation 
into the character of the agent). 

2. afalsely 
unfavour

able 
e1:;tirnate, 

reflect that 

b. other good works are hidden 
from public observation (ni 
&>..>..ws- lxovra), and yet, upon in
vestigation, they cannot remain 
concealed (ver. 25). 

[Ohs. r. The rule against ha.sty Ordinations is expanded in 
the case of deacons, iii.re, 1<al o~o, liE lio1<,µa(,u9wuav rrpwTov, 

,lTa maJ<o••lTwuav, a.Y<"fl<A'JTO< ilYT.s. For this lio1<1µfi, time 
was necessary ; hence µ'Jli<vl Taxiws. St. Chrysostom 
paraphrases : ,ro>.J..a,cir 1r<p«r1<<1/1aµ,vos ,,ai C1.1<pt/3w• <{ETauas. 

On the nature of this inquiry, as understood in the 
ancient Church, see Bingham, Antiq. iv. 3. The motive 
for not hastening Ordinations, without due inquiry into 
the character of the Ordinands, is JJ'JliE 1<oivwv« aµap/air 

d.>..>..oTpia«. By ordaining sinful persons, Timothy would 
make himself partly responsible for their sins, so far as 
these affected the well-being of the Church. Had he not 
ordained them, the mischief done by their sins would 
have been much less considerable. St. Chrysostom : 
o(, ..,ap cLt/vliuvov T3 ,rpa"(µa' TOJV ..,ap -IJµapT'JµEVOJV fl<EIV9' 

-1 UII r,;,,,,,,, vtf>•(m, 6 T~V a.px~v ,rapaux&w.] 
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[Obs. 2. The rule 11,au'l'uv a:yvov '1'fip« (ver. 22 b) is naturally 
suggested by the duty of judging the character~ of 
others. Observe the position of a,a.ur6v, and its anti
thetical relation to &>.>..o'l'piaar. When St. Paul had 
ordained Timothy, the latter was d-yvos : hence 11,avrov 

'l'f,p,i. The precept (ver. 23) l''l"E'I'' v6p01r6'1'" is at first 
sight unconnected with the preceding or following 
context ; and it has been suggested that St. Paul wrotR 
it down when it occurred to him, lest he should forget 
it. But the train of thought is natural, although the 
sentences are abrupt. In his efforts after a,,.,,ia, Timothy 
might have adopted the Essenic precept to drink only 
water, Philo, De Vil. Cont. § 4. The general drift of the 
Apostle's references to wine was to notice the danger 
of its abuse by the ministers of the Church (1 Tim. iii. 3, 
µf/ 1rapo111ov; ibid. 8, µf/ oivo/ ,ro>..>..q, 1Tpoa,xonas), or by 
elderly women (Tit. ii. 3, µfj oivo/ 1ro:l.>..q', B,Bov>..01,uva<), 

or by the faithful generally (Rom. riii. 13; Gal. v. 21 ; 
and compare I St. Pet. iv. 3) ; and there were distinct 
precepts in the 0. T. (Lev. x. 9; Ezek. x.liv. 21), and 
examples such as that of St. John the Baptist (St. Luke 
i. 15), which must have had their weight. But the 
Apostle will have Timothy, (1) negatively, be no longer 
a waf.er-drinker-(u6po1ro'l'E'iv must not be confounded with 
v6o,p .,.;,, .. ,,, Winer, lk. N. T. p. 624)-and so, (2) positiuly, 

use a little wine on grounds of health. The ancients 
attributed indigestion to continuous Mpo,rooia, : on the 
other hand, Plin. Hist. Nat. l[l[iii. 22, 'Vino modico nervi 
juvantur, copiosiore laeduntur: sic et oculi: stomachu, 
recreatur, appetentia ciborum invitatur.' Timothy was 
often an invalid (1rv1C114S due,v,las), and could not attempt 
an ascetic rule with impunity.] 

[Obs. 3. The double rule (vv. 24, 25) for the diagnosis of 
character is stated in very general terms. The words 
,cpia111 and ,cpu/3ijva, ou 611vaTa.& may refer to a human 
inquiry into character, such as might precede Ordina
tion, or to the Last Judgement of all men by Goo. But 
the general character of the precept, which gives it such 
wide applicability, does not forfeit its immediate con
nexion with ver. 22. It is, in fact, a rule which explains 
the necessity for the earlier rule against hasty Ordina
tions. Since there are such difficulties in accurately 
appreciating character, a bishop must act with delibera
tion. In ver. 24 the contrast is between ( 1) persons, 

ta) T1Vii1> avfJp/,nIOJv, and (b) T1al 3i: (2) sins, (ll) a.µapTia, 
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wpoa.,>..o, . . • wpoa-yovO'ai, and (b) dµa.p-rla, 'ffll/tOAOVlloiJaw. 
In ver. 25 the contrast is not between persons, but 
between two kinds of good works (as evidencing 
character\ (a) .,.a •P'Y" .,.a ,,..>,.,i 1rp/,IJ'l>..a, and (b) .,.a <p-ya 

..a ,l'.>,.>,...,,- lxovTa, i. e. not 1rp6a.,>..a. In ver. ia4, 1rpoa-yovaa1 
is used as at i. 18. In ver. 24, .,.a l/.>.>..o,s lxovTa cannot 
be referred to tca>..a, without destroying the parallelism. 
Observe that the 1tp,<ns takes note not merely of evil, 
but of good in character. Omission of good is not less 
serious than commission of evil.] 

4· Slav(!,S (8uoL inro (vyov 8oii>..oc) (vi. 1, 2). 

[Obs. Description. ouo, i,,ro (v-yov 8011>..01 must be rendered, 
'So many as are u11der the yoke, as slaves'; not 'slaves 
under the yoke.' aoiJ>..01 is, in fact, an explanatory 
predicate appended to i,..,.} (v-yov. Human slaves are 
introduced as a species of a larger class of beings who 
are i,,rc, 'v-yov.] 

Rule 1- (Case of slaves under [ any, probably] heathen 
r,W,Sters.) The slave must deem his master (8e<T1Ton,s) 
worthy of every kind of honour that is due to him 

(ver. 1). 
§ Reason. The Name (i.e. the true revelation) of GoD 

and the Apostolic Doctrine would be evil spoken of 
(as encouraging social insubordination), if Christian 
slaves in pagan families acted otherwise (ver. 1). 

Rvle 2. (Case of slaves under ChrU;tian masters). 
a. (1iegatively) must not so presume upon the fact 

that the masters are their own brethren in 
Christ, as to show them any want of respect ; 

but (ver. 2) 
Slaves b. (positively) must yield service all the more 

willingly, precisely because the masters who 
are partakers in the benefit ( evepye<Tta) of the 
slaves' labour are also believing Christians and 
objects of Gon's especial love (ver. 2). 
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§ Timothy is to teach Christian slaves the foregoing dutie~ 
( miJm ), and to exhort them to corresponding practice 
(ver. 2 b). 

[Obs. I. The positions and duties of slaves and masters am 
treated of by St. Paul in Eph. vi. 5-9; Col. iii. 22-iv. r ; 
Titus ii. 9, ro; especially I Cor. vii. 2r : and by St. Peter 
in I Pet. ii. rB, on household slaves, ol,cfra,. The Apostle~ 
endeavour to reconcile slaves to accept their lot, since 
time is short, and salvation can be worked out in any 
condition of life ; and in another world it will not 
much matter what a man's outward condition in thi~ 
has been. It was not the business of Christianity to 
inaugurate a revolution, or to sanction such ri9ings as 
those of Eunus in Sicily with two hundred thousand 
slaves (Diod. Sic. Fragm. 34. 2); or of Spartacus in Italy, 
with seventy thousand. Every subject of the empire 
remembered the slaves in the armies of Catilina and 
Clodius (Sall. Catilina, 30 ; Cic. Pro Domo, 42 ; Pro Ca.elio, 32: 
Pro Plancio, 36), when Rome was threatened with con
flagration and massacre ; and in the fleet of Sextus 
Pompeius ; and the bands of brigands, consisting of 
escaped slaves, which infested Italy.] 

[Obs. 2. On the other hand, Christianity did teach that 
there was no real di.fl'erence before Gon between the 
bondman and the free,-none therefore in the Church 
of Christ. Gal. iii. 28. And it was not unnatural that 
the Christian slave should think that he might at once 
act upon this equality by refusing obedience to his 
master. The Therapeutae and Essenes had taught thus. 

But the Apostles proposed to remedy the evil, not 
by a sudden and violent, but by a gradual and moral 
process. Already the natural justice of heathen legis
lators had done something to improve the condition of 
a slave. The !ex Cornelia passed by Sylla, B. c. 82, made 
killing a slave punishable as homicide, whether by 
death or exile. The !ex Petronia forbade masters to 
expose their slaves to contests with wild beasts. Hadrian 
afterwards required the sanction of a magistrate before 
death was inflicted. Constantine only permitted mode
rate corporal punishment to be inflicted ; Justinian 
retained the enactment. Cod. Just. IX. xiv., Kruger, 
Corp. Jur. Oiv. vol. ii. p. 377. St. Paul's pleadings for the 
sluve Onesimus with his master Philemon at·e typical of 
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the hiatorical action of the Church, Admitted, not 
merely to baptism and Christian worship, but to the 
ranks of thC' Christian Clergy, the Christian slavo 
"°on occupied within the Church a po8ltion which hnd 
little in common with that of the heathen slave, Some 
slaves, like BIR.lldina of Lyons (A.. D, 177)1 were martyrs: 
and the moral freedom which was assorted by martyrdom 
raised the slave-class indefinitely. Others, like Callistua, 
BiRhcp of Rome A. D, 1117-11112, attained to leading 
positions in the Christian hierarchy, The recognized 
sanctity of marriage between Christian slaves made 
another 11.Ild a vast difference in their condition. At 
last came legislation, first of the Councils, then of the 
Christian Emperors, to put an end to the evil. On the 
slavery of the ancient world, see DOilinger, Heid. und 
Jud. ix. ii. 3; Winer, R. W. B. in voce; Wallon, Hilfl,oire 
de l' Esdavage dans l 'A ntiquiti ; Allard, Les Esclaves Chretiens. ] 

[ Obs. 3. In vv. 1 and :a the harsh ll1u,ror11s occurs instead 
of the 1lBU&l milder 1<vp1os, as corresponding with inr3 
,vy611. In ver. 11, ol &.11r11'.ap/3,wop1vo1 (as the article shows) 
is the subject of the proposition, ,r,urol 1<al &.-ya71'1]rol the 
predicate. Alld by dvr1>..aµ./3av6p,vo1 are meant the 
masters, not the slaves ; as by r,js •v•p-yE<tlas is meant 
not benevolent action of the masters towards the slaves, 
but the beneficial service of the slave rendered to the 
master. There is no reason for considering r,js d,,p
'Y'O'ias, 'the Benefit of Redemption'; since in the N. T. 
this is termed xo.p,s. &.vr11'.ap/30.11,u6a,, which in St. Luke 
i. 54, Acts xx. 35, means to help, must here, more nearly 
in keeping with its classical sense of 'to take part in,' 
mean to ' partake of reciprocally' -to enjoy. See 
Ellicott in I oc.] 

5. Teo.c.hers of a system which is at issue with the 
.Apostolic Doctrine (frEpo8t8auKa>..ovvTEr) (vv. 3-10). 

[Obs. The connexion between this and the preceding 
paragraph on the slaves is intimate. The 31&iu1<a1'.la 
(ver. 1) of the Apostles suggests the h•po31&iu1<a1'.owrn 
who contradfoted it. It seems probable that these 
teachers were directly opposed to the Apostle on the 
question of the duty of a Christian slave; since the 
profession of Chrilltianity, in their eyes, was chiefly 
valuable as a means of acquiring position or wealth 
(110,..,6.,r,,,v ,roplO'~V .r~a, rqv ,l,ul/Jttav, ver. 5), That . 
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they 11re the e11me teachers ae thol!0 referred to in , Tim. 
j, 4-6, may be inferred from the allusion to (71-rf,rTm '"'' 
>..o-,oµaxla•, ver. 4 ; but their teaching must not be 
identified with the atill future, although impending, 
development of error, which WBI! foretold by th" 
Christian prophets, r Tim. iv. r-3. In I Tim. i. 4-6, th" 
apeculntive side of their position is chiefly referred to; 
while here its practical and social aide is challenged by 
the Apostle. After describing a typreal specimen of 
these teachers (-r«, ver. 3) in a general and compre
hensive manner (vv. 3-5), the Apostle addresses him
self to one favourite opinion of the school, viz. 1rop,rTµuv 
,lva, -r~v <VrTE/3flav, which he refutes at length in the 
remaining part of the paragraph (vv. 6-10 ). ] 

I. General description of the new Teachers in Ephei;v.1J 
(vv. 3-5). 

[Oba. As usual, the Apostle does not name the persons 
whom be is condemning; be draws a pieture of a school 
or class of teachere,-a picture to which, in all pro
bability, no individual corresponded in llfJery respect.] 

The (typical) new teacher is described 

1. by his 
relation 

to the 
Aposto

U.cal 
Doctrine: 

a. pos,i,tively he plays at being a teacher 
of something different from it, htpoo,

oacrKaAt'i: ( ver. 3). 

b. negatively 
he cannot be 

thought to 
approach (p.~ 
7rpo1dpx£Ta1) 

it; being as 

it is 

i. in its substance: morally 
healthy discourse (vy1ai

vovu1 Aoyo1s) ( ver. 3). 

ii. in its source: a doctrine 
which comes from our 
Lord Jesus Christ (gen. 
orig.) ( speaking through 
His Apostles) (ver. 3). 

iii. in its standard: a doc
trine which corresponds 
to the longings and nee<lH 
of piety ( rj Kar' Evulf3uav 

a,aacrKaMq) ( ver. 3). 
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2. by his 
own 

moral and 
mental 

ronditiori : 
he is 

3. by the 
re,sults 

of his 
exertions: 

about 

(TJT~CTELS' 

and 
>..oyoµ.ax £a, 

which 
lead to 
(£( CiJV 

.a. beclouded with self-conceit (rmJ<f,wra1) 
(ver. 4). 

b. without real knowledge of the things of 
faith (µ.116EV imcrraµ.£vos) (ver. 4). 

i 
i. mere inquiries ( as distinct 

c. morbidly fromTruth),(11~crm(ver.4). 

busy about ii. debates about words ( as 
( vo<rwv 7T£pl) distinct from realities), >..oyo-

µaxlas (ver. 4). 
a. secret annoyance ( at the success of pro

fessional rivals) (cpOovos) (ver. 4). 

b. quarrelling 
( lpis ), which 

takes the 
forms of 

i. speaking against others 
(/3>..acrcf,11µ.la,) ( ver. 4 ). 

ii. or, at least, evil sus
picions of others (v'll'ovo,a, 

1iov11pal) ( ver. 4 ). 

iii. perhaps 
even con-

tinued 

a.corrupted in 
mind (BtE
<j,Oapµ.evwv TOV 

vovv) ( ver. 5). 

yima,) l 
collisions 
(6ta'll'apa

Tpi{3at) 

between 

b. deprived of 
the truth ( a.

'll'£CTT£PT//l-lvwv 

Tijs a.>..110£tas) 

(ver. 5). 
men 

who are 
c. thinking 
that a piom1 

life is a 
means of gain 

( voµ.1(0VTWV 7r0pt<T

µ.OV Elva, T~V 

fvcri{3nav) 

(ver. 5). 
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[Oba. 1. As n description of the relati<fn of the new teachers 

to the Apostolic Doctrine (ver. 3), the word 1-r,poa,&u,,,.a>..,i 

is suggested by,) 3,3a111<a>..la (ver. 1): it had been already 
employed at i. 3. 1rpo11lpx•119a,, when uaed with an 
nbstrnct substantive, denotes attention, or even assent 
to a principle or doctrine. Compare Acts x. 28, and the 
substantive 1rpo1111>.vro,. With vyuuvov11, >../,yo,. compare 
vy,aivov11a B,Bat11<a>..ia, 1 Tim. i. 10; Tit. i. 9; >..6-10-. ½•it•, 
Tit. ii. 8. ,) 1<ar' ,u111{3«a.v B,aa.111<a>..la. means the doetrine 
which corresponds to a devout life. There were many 
B,00111<a.>..[a., abroad which did nothing of the kind. Com
pare ,,.,} r,j• ,u11•/3•ia.• µ.v11ritpwv, 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; a>..119«0. ,) 

1<0.r' ,u11,{3,t.a.v, Tit. i. 1. The new teaching at Ephesus 
yielded intellectual amusement ; but it had nothing to 
do with the Truth which came from Christ on the one 
hand, nor on the other had it any relation to the moral 
and spiritual improvement of its adherents.] 

[Ohs. 2. The moral charaeterilllics (ver. 4) of the fr,poo,&ur

"a>..wv reveal the true source of his errors. He is p.1JO<v 

i1r,t1Taµ.n,o•, because r•ru,p01ra,. This last word occurs 
in iii. 6, and 2 Tim. iii. 4. vo11wv is the antithesis to 
by,al11ov11, >..6yo«, ver. 3. vo11,w 1r,p[ with acc. denotes 
morbid activity mo'Ding round questions, &.c. : with gen. it 
would mean simply concerning them. For (11rit11m, see 
eh. i. 4. The substantive J..o-yoµ.axia, occurs only here 
in N. T. : >.o-yoµ.ax••v, at 2 Tim. ii. 14. The word belongs 
to later Greek.] 

[Ohs. 3. In discussing the practical results of this morbid 
interest of the new teachers in (11T1111m and >.oyoµ.axia.,, 

St. Chrys. says that Goo is the object of the /3J..at1'P7Jµi.a,, 

and the ii1r6110,a, 1roV7Jpal. The context seems to suggest 
that follow-men are the more immediate objects of these 
sinful words and thoughts ; the usus loquendi admits this. 
o,a.1raparp,{3al (t( AD F G L majority of MSS.) means 
persevering conflicts ; the first prep. in composition 
governs the meaning of the wo1·d, Winer, Gr. N. 1'. 

p. 126,-the rending of the text. rec. 1r0pao,arp,/3ai would 
have mennt 'misplaced disputings.' These conflicts 
occur between the new teachers and their adherents, 
who are accordingly, by n reflex turn of the Apostle's 
thought, again described in ver. 5. They are men of 
corrupt vov<, 1. e. 'mind,' including will I\!! woll as 
thought; see Delitzsoh, Bib!. Pgychology, iv. 5. As a con
sequence of this they are in the colldiiiou of having hau 
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the Truth takcm from them (d.w,ar,,,,,µ,vo, rijs d.>.716dns), 
in conscquonce of their having thrust from them a good 
C'Onscfonco, i. 19 ; or thems(llves turned awny from it, 
tlrro,rrp«poµ,vo,v, Tit. i. 14. In particular they hold the 
opinion (not that 'gain is godliness,' but) thnt n life 
of devotion is to be prized as a means for gnining 
wealth or position. This opinion was probably pressed 
by them upon the Christian slaves (ver. !!) as n reason 
for dissatisfaction with their position ; but it also, in 
a wealthy and luxurious city such as Ephesus, hnd 
a much larger application, and was calculated to qo 
great mischief. The Apostle accordingly selects it from 
among the other errors of the new teachers for elaborate 
refutation (vv. 6-10).] 

[Obs. 4. The words acplaraao clwa ToJII ro,ouTaJII do not occur 
in tt A D* F G, 17 67'"* 93. They are probably a later 
insertion of some copyist, who had failed to observe that 
the apodosis of the sentence (vv. 3-5) begins at r•ru
<f>oJra,, ver. 4 ; and had thus endeavoured to complete 
the construction.] 

II. Digression on one erroneous opinion of the new teachers 
in Ephes'UB to the effect that a devout life is to be valued 
as a rneans of earthly gain (vv. 6-ro). 

[ Obs. 1. In selecting one particular error for careful re• 
futation, and thus making a digression in order to 
refute it, the Apostle repeats the method pursued at 
eh. iv. 3-5, where the pseudo-ascetic precept ,hrlx•a6a, 
/3po,µ/m,w of the predicted but yet future Apostasy is 
criticized in detail, before the general subject is 
resumed.] 

[Obs. 2. In refuting the proposition 1rop,aµ311 •T•a• r~v 
EVtTE/3Etav, the Apostle begins with a rhetorical l1rav6p-
6a,a1s. 'Eleganter et non sine ironica correctione in 
contrarium sensum eadem verba retorquet,' Calv. If 
it is not true that a devout life is valuable as a means 
of gain, it is true that devotion with contentedness is 
a great means of gain, both here and hereafter. Remark 
the play upon rrop,aµ6s, which in ver. 5 means material 
gain, and iil ver. 6 spiritual or moral gain.] 
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§ Restatement of the opinion of the EpheRian teacherR about 
f.V<Tt/3f.ia, together with the modifications necef!flary t,, 
make it true (ver. 6). 

A devout life, accompwnied by contentedness, is great 
(moral and BJYiritual) gain (ver. 6). 

[Obs. The higher conscience of paganism condemned the 
mercenary view of devotion which was advocated at 
Ephesus. Seneca, for instance, notices those 'qui 
philosophiam velut aliquod artificium venale didicerunt' 
(Ep. 108). And the heathen world understood that to 
be content was to be really wealthy; while to be always 
seeking earthly wealth was to be poor. Thus Cicero, 
Paradox. 6, 'Non aestimatione census, verum victu atque 
cultu terminatur pecuniae modus. Non esse cupidum 
pecunia est ; non esse emacem, vectigal est ; contentum 
vero auis rebus esse maximae sunt certissimaeque 
divitiae,' cf. Hor. Od. iv. 9. 45. But heathen wisdom 
would have said that contentedness was itself gain, with 
or without the accompaniment of 'devotion.' St. Paul 
says that 'devotion• is gain, when accompanied by 
'contentedness.' With St. Paul the moral virtue of 
' contentedness• is supplementary to 'devotion • : in 
heathen ethics 'contentedness' might have dispensed 
with 'devotion ' altogether. The reason is because 
heathenism conceives of man as finding perfect satis
faction in himself, and so resents a desire for external 
objects as interfering with this proud sense of self
satisfaction. St. Paul knows that man is only satisfied 
in Go» ; and the1·efore devotion to GoD is the first 
condition of this true satisfaction, and contentedness 
with an ea1·thly lot the second. alrTap,ma occurs at 
:a Cor. ix. 8 in the (objective) sense of 'sufficiency': 
avraplCT/>, at Phil. iv. n, in that of 'content,' the 
meaning which it must have here. St. Paul con
templates a class of persons who might be 'devout,' 
yet 'discontented.' In their case ,i,aEfJ«a would not 
be 1rop1uµ6,: its advantages would be forfeited by the 
inconsistency. The range of 1rop,aµ6, here is not con• 
fined to time.] 

§ Proof of the advantage of devotion accompanied by con
tentedness with present circwnstances (vv. 7-10). 
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A1·g. I. From the p1·ecarious tenure of all earthly 
possessions. As man brings nothing into the world 
at his birth, so, at his death, he 11iud leave everything 
behind him. That only is really 'gained' which will 
not be given up when he dies (ver. 7). 

Tacit objection. 'While we are in this life, we do need, 
at the least, food and clothing.' 

Answer. Granted. But (SJ) if we have them, we shall 
(must) be satisfied (iipmr871cr&1u:8a) (ver. 8). 

A rg. 2. From the rnoml ruin which awaits those who 
are set upon acquiring wealth ( ot f3ovAoµevo, ?TAovre'tv) 

(ver. 9). 

Those 
who are 

bent upon 
getting 
rich fall 

into 
( fJJ,'1T£'1TTOV

CTLV el,) 
dangers 

a. 1mpacrµ.&v, the inducement to sacri-
r. with- fice duty and conscience to the 

out pursuit of wealth (ver. 9). 
them, 

VIZ. 

2. within 
them, 

VIZ. 

l?T,0vµ.la,, 
desires, 
which 

b. r.aylSa, the ensnaring power of con
nexions, which the pursuit of wealth 
renders necessary (ver. 9). 

a. viewed (a. numerous,?ToMa,(ver. 9). 
in them-) /3. foolish, iivo~rovs (ver. 9). 

selves 1 y. injurious, /3Aa/3ep&s 
are (ver. 9). 

b. since (in; 
their effects) a. destruction m this 
they( aZnves) world ( oAe0pov) ( ver. 9). 

do engulph \ /3. perdition in the next 
(f3v0[(~vcr,) l (a?Tc.SAeiav) (ver. 9). 
menm 

A rg. 3. From the mischievoUB fertility of cp,:,...apyvpla. 
It is a root of all the evils which mar human life 
(ver. 10a). 
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A rg. 4. From (recent) experience (ver. IO b ). 
The opefisj' I. abandonment of the True Faith ( <l71'E71'Aav77-

after 07JCTav a71'0 T~S 71'lCTuws ). 

wealth l2. much self-inflicted agony of conscience (fov-

has led to TOlJS 71'Epd71'Etpav oovvais 1iOAAa~s) (ver. JO h ). 

[Oba. 1. The closing words of the statement in ver. 7 are 
a reason (-yap) for µETd a{rrap1<•ia• in ver. 6; while further 
obB~ i£oq1<E1v -r, ovvaµ,6a is in correspondence to ovliiv 
El<1riv<-y1<aµ<v. The saying is based on such passages as 
Job i. 21 ; Eccles. v. 14; Ps. xlix. 17; Prov. xxvii. 24. 

It is a truth of experience which the heathen felt, 
Seneca, Ep. 102, 'Excutit natura redeuntem, sicut 
intrantem. Non licet plus auferre quam intuleris.' 
Hor. Od. II. xiv. 21-

, Linquenda tellus et domus et placens 
Uxor: neque harum, quas colis, arborum 

Te, praeter invisas cupressos, 
Ulla brevem dominum sequetur.'] 

[Obs. 2, In ver. 8 it is a mistake to treat oi as if used for 
oi'iv (De Wette) or 1<a/. It points to an objection, present 
to the Apostle's mind, but not noticed, and arising in 
consequence of the statement oMe l(•v•'Y"'"' -r, ovvaµ,6a. 
• If these words are pressed,' the objector thinks, 'we 
ought not to care for either food or clothing; and yet 
we cannot do without them.' The Apostle tacitly admits 
that food and clothing are necessary ; but then he adds, 
' we must be content with these.' o,a-rpo</>71 occurs in 
r Mace. vi. 49; <11<<1ra<1µa, while it may refer to shelter, 
is more probably clothing, Arist. Pol. iv (vii 1. 17; the two 
words are arr. AE"'f. in the N. T. In a.p1<E<19'r/<10µ,8a, observe 
the fut. pass. for the fut. mid. and the imperatival force 
of the fut. as at St. Mat. v. 48, Here, too, the Apostle 
might claim heathen moralists as his allies. Seneca, 
ad Helviam, 9, ' Corporis desideria exigua sun t ; frigus 
submovere vult, alimentis famem ac sitim extinguere : 
quicquid extra concupiscitur, vitiis non usibus laboratur .' 
So Hor. Sat. I. ii. 6 : 

'Frigus quo duramque famem depellere possit.' 
Juvenal, Sat. xiv. 316. St. Paul goes beyond this in his 
own practice, Phil. iv. II, i-yw ,µa8011 ,,, ot< ,1µ, aurap"TJ< 

,Tva,, in accordance with the temper enjoined by our 
Lord, St. Mat. vi. 25-34,] 

[Oba, 3, The /3ov>-.0µ•110, 1r>-.ovT•111 (ver. 9) are inti·oduced as 



80 The Fz'1~st Epistle to Tz'mothy 

in contrast (~{) to contented Christians (clpK<a9.,aoµ,9a) 
(ve,·. 8). St. Chrysostom observes that the Apostle does 
not say oi ,rJ..011T .. iivT«, but oi /30111\0µ,110, ,rJ..ovni'v. The 
l,r,9vµla, into which these persons fall are said to be 
&.voflTO<, since they will not stand the test of reason, and 
fJJ..afJ,pai. This l"st epithet is justified by the clause 
which follows : aiTiv«, "· T. >.. These lm9vµla, do sub
merge men (fJ110i(o11a,, St. Luke v. 7 ; 2 Mace. xii. 4) in 
the ocean of destruction (&>.,9pov) and perdition (d1rw
>.«a11). 6>.,0pos may be that of body or soul; it is 
generally used by St. Paul (r Cor. v. 5; r Thess. v. 3) 
of temporal destruction : when it means more, alwvios 

is added, 2 Tl1ess. i. 9. On the other hand, d,rw>.«a 
means final ruin hereafter, Phil. i. 28 ( opp. to ,;, uon-ripia, 

iii. r9). For the moral fact insisted on, see Juvenal, 
Sat. xiv. 176 :-

, Nam dives qui fieri vult 
Et cito vult fieri. Sed quae reverentia legum? 
Quis metus aut pudor est umquam properantis avari? ' 

Seneca, Ep. 87, 'Dum divitias consequi volumus, in 
mala multa incidimus. - In.flant animos, superbiarn 
pariunt, invidiam contra.hunt, et eo usque mentem 
alienant, ut fama pecuniae nos etiam nocitura delectet.'] 

[Obs. 4. Relation of love of money to other vices (ver. roa). 
</>LAop-y11pia, the subsl., is a,r. >..-y. in N. T.; the adj. is 
applied to the Pharisees (St. Luke xvi. r4 ), and to the 
men of the last times (2 Tim. iii. 2). It is a specific 
form of the more general and inclusive sin ,r>.,ov<£la. 

It is a root of all evils. According to the Vulgate text of 
Ecclus. x. r3 pride is called the beginning of sin. Hence 
St. Augustine says that pride is the genus, love of money 
the species, De Gen. ad Litt. xi. r5. Compare Virg. Aen. iii. 
56, 'Quid non mortalia pectora cogis, auri sacra fames ! '] 

[Obs. 5. Ruinous effects of love of money shown from the 
experience of the Church (ver. rob). It had led to 
apostasies from the faith, and to much self-inflicted 
mental suffering. Grammatically, ~s must refer to 
</><ilap"'(Vpia., and thus, at first sight, makes an /Sp•£1s the 
object of opeyoµ,1101. In the Apostle's condensed style, 
he thinks of dpyvp,011 in <1>1>.ap"'{Vpla as the object of the 
opeyoµ•vo, : but he does not pause to disengage it from 
the other idea with which it is associated in composition. 
With a,r•,r>..avfi911uav, compare i. r9; iv. r; v. r5. The Mvva,, 

with which these unhappy persons pierced themselves 
through, were probably remorseful pains of conscience.] 



IV 

Epilogue. Four parting Exhorta#ons to 
Timothy, summing up the leading pradical 
lessons of the Epistle (vi. 11-21). 

[Obs. In introducing these, St. Paul sharply distinguishes 
between Timothy and the Ephesian ,p,M1.p-yvpo, (T<IIE<, 

ver. 10), whether teachers or taught, by o-u Ii,. This 
distinction is further heightened by the address iI, rw
tlpo,1r• El•ov. Such an address warrants the earnest and 
stern exhortations which follow, by reminding Timothy 

of his true character. The title tl'~'~l:i•~ was given 
in the 0. T. to prophets, as the friends and ambassadors 
of GoD; 1 Sam. ix. 6; 1 Kings xii. 22, xiii. 1, 4, s sqq.; 
2 Kings iv. 7; Psalm xc. title. Cf. 2 St. Pet. i. 2r. It 
passed naturally to Christians, especially to Christian 
evangelists and bishops. .A.s prophecy was the inspired 
utterance of d,ro €1eov av9ponro, (2 St. Pet. i. 21), so the 
object of all Scripture is fva dp-r,os ii o Tov E>•ov rw9ponros, 

wpos """ lp-yov d-yaBov l{'lf'T'O"µEIIOS (2 Tim. iii. 17). It 
certainly would seem to be here addressed to Timothy, 
as carrying on the prophetical office of the Church of 
Christ.] 

G 
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Exhortation I. To maintain sfreniwus ?1to1·al activity 
(YV. II-12). 

Timothy is bidden 
I. (negatively) to fly from ( </JEvyE) the love of money, and 

all that it involves (ravra, vv. 6-10) (ver. II). 

2. (posi
tively) 

a.follow 
up (ofom) 

six 
virtues, 

providing 
for 

a. as the perfect 
Moral Being 
(otKatOO"l!Vl}V) 

1. the soul's (ver. II) 
right relation (3. as the Su-

to Gon, preme Object 

ii. the_ deep~st { a. 
movmg pnn
ciples of the (3. 
Christian Life, 

of devotion 
( dio-l{foav) 

(ver. II). 
1do-nv 

(ver. II). 
a.y&1T1jv 

(ver. II). 
a. patience under 

provocation 
(v'Tl'O/J,OV~V) 

temper in 
which to deal (ver. II). 

m. the true 

(3. mildness of 
feeling 

with 
opponents. 

( 71'pav7J'a0eiav) 

(ver. II). 
b. struggle on (a.ywvl(ov) in the honourable 

contest which faith carries on (against the 
world) (ver. 12). 

c. lay hold i. to this life Timothy was called 
on {hJ\.~817s) at his baptism (ver. 12). 

( Jm>.af3ov) ii. in view of this life he had made 
the eter- the glorious confession of faith 
nal life, ( r71v KaJ\.71v o/J-oJ\.oylav) before many' 

smce witnesses (ver. 12). 
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[Ohs. 1. The virtues (ver. 11) which Timothy is to endeavour 
to win by pursuit (B,w,mv,Deut. xvi.20, LXX; Rom. xii. 13) 
are (1) B11ta,oo-6v71, conduct in accordance with the Nature 
and Law of Gon, 2 Tim. ii. 22, iii. 16; Tit. ii. 12; 2 Cor. 
vi. 14; opposed to aa,,,/a, Rom. vi. 13: (2) •vo-,fJ.,a, 

Tit. ii. 12 : (3) 1rio--r1<, not 'fidelity,' or 'confidence,' 1,ut 
faith in the unseen : (4) a-ya'"J: (S) {nroµovh, enduring 
patience, Tit. ii. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 10: (6) -rrpau,ral/Etav, mild
ness of feeling (cfo. A•'Y· in N. T.), Phil. de Abrah. ii. p. 31: 
St. lgn. ad Trall. 8. It is possible that, while thest> 
virtues are selected mainly on the principles noted 
above, they are not without a reflex glance at the 
evils which spring from </><Aanvpia (ver. 10 ). Bt1«Uo0"6v71 

would reject unjust means of getting money; Euo-,/:JE<a, 
so far from being a means of earthly gain (ver. 5), is, 
when real, intent upon Goo's service ; -rrio--rts has an eye 
only to the invisible; ti-ya,,,,, too, OU ,,,.,., "" lauTjjs 

( 1 Cor. xiii. 5), while v,roµovr, and ,rpainral/Eta are alike 
satisfied with narrow means, or at any rate are opposed 
to the expedients by which wealth is often acquired.] 

[Ohs. 2. The metaphor (ver. 12) is agonistic, as in I Cor. 
ix. 24 ; Phil. iii. 12. (017/ aiwv,os is the fJpafJ•wv which the 
ti-yaw,(6µ,vos, Timothy, must lay hold of. The metaphor 
may be traced more faintly in '")l.r,l/71s (as by the herald) 
and iv&nrwv -rro>..>..ii,v µapTvpo,v, but it is seriously modified 
by ,is i/v, since al&w,os (o,fi is not the arena into which 
the candidates were called, but the fJpa{J,iov. St. Paul's 
recollections of Ephesian life would have suggested the 
metaphor not Jess than his memories of Corinth. See 
Wood's Discoveries at Ephesus, 1877; Inscriptions from the 
Great Theatre, Nos. 8, 14, 18, 20.] 

[Ohs. 3. 'The good confession' , ver. 12)-good in itself, and 
without reference to Timothy's courage in making it
may have been made (1) at Timothy's baptism, or 
(2) on the occasion of some unrecorded persecution 
to which he was exposed (Theophyl. ), but (3) more 
probably, at his consecration to be Bishop of Ephesus, 
the -rro>..>..ol µapTvpES being among others To 1rp•o-fJt1T<ptov, 

1 Tim. iv. 14. liµo>..o-,ia cannot mean a religious vow ; 
,) 1<a>..ri dµo>..o"'fia seems to point to a definite confession 
of Christian Truth,-'the glorious Creed,'-which was 
uttered at admission to high and responsible office in 
the Church.] 

GZ 
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Exho,·tation 2. To keep the Law of the Gospel, here viewed 
as the Rule of Life (NJv lvro>..~v), until Christ appears 
fo1· Judgement, so that, in the ey(!,8 of men, it be without 
stain and without reproach. 

1. Motives for keeping the Christian lvro>..~ (ver. 13). 
Motive x. The Presence (lvwmov) of Gon, the Source 

and Maintainer (rov (woyovovvros) of all living beings 
(and therefore of Timothy himself) (ver. 13). 

Motive 2. The Presence of Christ Jesus, Who, in the 
days of Pontius Pilate, Himself attested by His life, 
sufferings, and death, 'the glorious Creed' (r~v Ka>..~v 
oµ.o>..oylav) which Christians profess (ver. 13). 

2. In what sense the Christian l-vro>..~ is to be kept (ver. 14). 
I. (Effort). So that it receive no stain (&um>..ov), and 

1 
suffer no reproach (avrnl>..117rrov) (ver. 14). 

2. (Limit). Until the appearance (brnpav£las) of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, coming to Judgement in Gon's 
own good time (Katpois lolo,s) (ver. 14). 

[01.,s. I. St. Paul recalls (ver. 13) the Presence Uvwir,ov) of 
Gon, before Whom he writes and Timothy reads the 
Epistle, -roii ("'o-yovoiivror, Who preserves all in life. 
(wo-yov•w in class. language means to produce, engender 
living things ; in the LXX. it translates the Piel and 
Hiphil of n•n in the senses of ( 1) to keep in life, Ex. 
i 17 ; Judge;Tvili. 19: and (2) to give life to, 1 Sam. ii. 6. 
In N. T. only here and St. Luke xvii. 33; Acts vii. 19. 
The word glances at iir,>..a(Joii -rfjr aliwio11 (wfjs, ver. 12. 

Remembering the Presence of the Source and Upholder 
of all life, Timothy must risk, if need be, physical life 
on behalf of the l.vro>..-fi of Christ.] 

[Obs. 2. The Presenu of Christ (ver. 13), Who attested 'the 
good confession• in Pontius Pilate's days. This Presence 
of Christ is as real to St. Paul as the Presence of Gon. 
Note the difference between µa.p11pfju1U .,.~., Ka>..~v 6µo'Ao• 
-ylav attributed to our Lord, and the 6µ,,>..o-y•'iv .,.~., 
Ka>..~v 6µo>..o-y,av of Timothy (ver. 12). The 6µo>..o-yia of 
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Christian Truth is the same; but the verhe descrihe 
two different relations to it. 'Teetari confeaaionern erat 
Dornini : confit.eri confeseionem erat Timothei,' Bengel. 
The verb /UJfY'"fl'l"a., seems here to have something ef itR 
later ecclesiastical meaning (De Wette); Christ, while 
He was much more, was the first of Martyrs. And the 
<lµo>,.o-y/a which He attested was the general truth of 
His own relation to mankind and all that it involved ; 
not the particular <lµo>,.O"(la before Pilate, St. John 
xviii. 36. EITI m>,.,hov, sub Pontio Pilato, in Pilate's time : 
temporal, sense of ,.,../ (Ellicott) ; Winer, G'l'. N. T. p. 46g, 
decides for 'coram,' and compares St. Mat. xrviii. r 4 ; 
Acts x.xv. 9; xxvi. 2.] 

[Ohs. 3. The Eno>,.-q (ver. 14) is neither (1) the body ol 
instructions for the due exercise of his office which the 
Apostle has given to Timothy in the Epistle, nor (2) the 
precept d.-yowl(ov M. -r. >,.. just given in verse 12, but 
(3) Christian doctrine so far as it has reference to 
conduct,-the New or Evangelical Law conceived of as 
a Divine Rule, whereby the Christian should fashion 
his life (2 St. Pet. ii. 21 ; iii. 2). Ev-ro>,.-q here is parallel 
to 1rapa9-q1t7J (ver. 20); but the contents of wapa9i/"'1 are 
largely dogmatic, whereas Ev-ro>,.-q is ethical. It is 
not merely the 'law of Jove,' St. John xiii. 34; but 
the whole moral and practical rule of the Gospel. It 
is natural to connect ,fo·.,,,>,.ov and a.v•1rl>,.1J1TTov with 
Enol,.~v, not with rr,, although elsewhere in the N. T. 
theso are referred to persons, not to an abstract noun. 
St. James i. 27; 1 St. Pet. i 19; 1 Tim. iii. 2; v. 7. 
In fact, Ev-ro>,.~ here is half-personified ; as if it were 
a ward tenderly and solemnly committed to Timothy's 
guardianship (-r7Jpijrra,); he must protect it, by his 
own conduct, from all stain and reproach. These 
adjectives modify the sense of T7Jfl'laa1 from that of 
'observing' to 'keeping,• scil. 1 spotless.' See Elli
cott.] 

[Obs. 4. The Eno.\~ is to be kept until the ,.,,,c{><i,,ua or 
Second Advent of Christ, which in other Epistles is 
called the =povala, 1 Cor. xv. 23, or d.1ro1<a;\v',l,1s, 1 Cor. 
i. 7. The Second Advent is termed,) E1r1q,avua in 2 Tim. 
iv. 1, 8; Tit. ii. 13 ; 2 Thess. ii. 8: while in 2 Tim. i. 10, 

this word is applied to our Lord's First Coming. The 
l1r,q,av«a is conceived of as an awful trT/µEwv which Gon 
will display (6e/fu) before the eyes of men, when His 
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O'l'l'tl time for doing so has come. On ,m,pois 15/ot<, 
compare ii. 6; Tit. i. 3; Gal. vi. 9: it is parnphrnsed in 
Acts i. 7, 1ta,poos o~s ,l nan}p ;e<To lv TP la(~ l[ovu(~. 

De Wette presses µ•XP• to show that St. Paul expected 
the Second Advent to take place before Timothy's 
natural de.<tth ; the fact being that the Apostles were 
equally prepared for His coming at a'.ny moment, or for 
a prolonged delay. :ln 2 Thess. ii.;2 sqq. St. Paul gives 
reasons for oxpecting a: delay. St. Chrysostom's para
phrase µ<xp• T;;s l[65ov would have been the practical 
aspect of the expression to Timothy. The sub,iect of the 
Second Coming leads the Apostle to utter a fervid] 

~ Doxology to Him Who will, in His own good time, display 
to the universe the second hnq,6.vHa Tov XpiuTov 

(n. 15, 16). 

[Obs. 1. This Doxology is probably taken, from an existing 
Christian Hymn. But, whether the words are originally 
St. Paul's or not, they are a sudde_n and intense expres
sion of the Revealed Idea of Gon, which arises in the 
Apostle's soul at the thought of the Second Appear
ance of Christ for Judgement :. just as the Doxology in 
1 Tim. i. 17 is suddenly prompted by a sense of the 
wonders of Christ's Redemption. Baur (Pastoralbriefe, 

p. 28) sees in both these Doxologies. traces of Gnostic 
influences, and proof of the late origin of the Epistle. 
He points to /3a,n>.,ils Twv /3au,>.,vovTOJV and q,/iJs ai1twv 

a:rrp611,Tav as phrases of which • sich zuerst hauptsllchlich 
die Gnostiker bedienten, um ihre ld~e von der Gottheit 
zu bezeichnen, eigneten sich sehr leicht auch die ortho
doxen Schriftsteller an.' But while it is not impossible 
that the writer of the Hymn had some early forms of 
'Gnostic' thought in view, when referring to these 
attributes of Gon, it is also certain that the Gnostics 
of the second century borrowed language thus endorsed 
by the Apostle, in conducting their attack on the 
pretended Anthropopathism and Anthrop_omorphism 
of the 0. T. µovos 511va11T71s and µovos 0<os (i. q muy 
have an indirect polemical reference to the virtual 
polytheism of early Gnostic lEonology : but they also 
have a direct positive value, which explains the u~e of 
them in the middle of the first century as well as in 
that of the second. J 



GoD is 
described 

as 

Chapter v1. 15, 16 

[Oba. 2. The Doxology may b-i arranged as follows :-

6 µa1t/zp,os 

1tal µ6110s Bwlz11-r71s, 
(J fJaa,>-•vs TWII {Jaa,>..EIJOll'TQJV 

1tal 1t6pios -rw11 1<vp1Eu611-ro,v, 

6 µ6110s EX(JJII Ma11a11iav, 

cpin ol,civ &:rrp6<r,-rov, 
811 •76E11 ovB•I, &119p&nrow 

ol,6E l6Ei'v B611ara1, 

rp -r1µ11 1tal 1tplz-ros ai&.v,011. 

aµ~11.] 

1. The Blessed One (µ.aK&.pios) (ver. 15). 
2. The Solitary Ruler of the universe (µ.6vos 

3vv&.uT'l)s ... {3aui>..eus ... KUpios) (ver. 15). 
3. The Only Possessor of Immortality, originally, 

and from Himself (o µ.6vos exwv iiOavauCav) 

(ver. 16). 
4. The Being Who is infinitely remote from 

human scrutiny, as dwelling in inaccessible 
Light ( q,ws olKWV ii1rpoutTOv) (ver. 16). 

5. The Invisible, at least to the eye whether of 
sense or of natural intellect (ov ELOEV ovoeis 
iiv0p6>1TWV ov3E loe'i:v ouvamt) (ver. 16). 

m TIMH KAI KPATO~ AW.NION. 

[Obs. r. The absolute µa1tap,6-r71s of Goo is due to the 
Perfection of His Being, His Attributes. In Him then 
is oli6E11 >..v'"Jp611, oli6E11 a716,s (St. Chrys.), because He 
needs nothing to complete His Absolute Perfection. It 
is possible that here, as at I Tim. i. 11, µaxap,6'T'7s is 
restricted to Goo, in contradistinction to Gnostie 
theories, which would extend it to emanations or 
.£ons, as conceived by early ' Gnostics.' Although 
µa1tap,os suggests a distinct aspect of the Life of Goo, 
it depends, like µ6110s, upon Bvvaa'T'ls, there being no 
article before µ6vos. Observe that µ6vos precedes EXQJ" 
a9avaaiav, as well as Bvva11-r71s: the object being to restrict 
to Goo Absolute Dominion, as well as Absolute Im
mortality. But although µ6vos is contradicted by the 
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Gnostic Aeonology, it is still more emphatically con• 
tradicted by Polytheism and Dualism ; and there is no 
proof that the primary motive of the word is Anti• 
Gnostic. The idea of plwos 3wa<1"7s is only expanded 
by fJa<11>..,os ... KVp,<u<>VTOJV. For lluva<1"7s, see St. Luke 
i. 52 ; Acts ,iii. 27 : and with reference to GoD, 2 Mace. 
iii. 24 ; xii. 15; xv. 4, 23. fJa<11>..ws fJa<11"-lo,v is used of 
our Lord in Rev. xvii. 14 ; xix. 16. 1tvp,os KVplo,v, Deut. 
x. 17 ; Psalm cxx.xvi. 3. On the Sovereignty or Dominion 
ofGon, see Pearson, Oreed, Art. i. p. 51.] 

[Obs. 2. On the Immortality of GoD. He is povos <XOJV 

d.eava<1lav, cf. i. 17. To all other beings Immortality is 
a gift : in Him it is an essential property. o~" l1t 

9•"--TJfJ4'TOS a>..>..ou 'TQV"7V lx••· 1ta6aw•p ol >..o,wol ff<W'TES 
d.ea.vaT01, cl.u.' l1t Tijs ol1tdas o(i<1las. St. Just. Martyr, 
Qu. et resp. ad Orthod. 61. 'Immortalitatem Deus habere 
dicitur solus, quia est immutabilis solus. In omni 
enim mutabili natura nonnulla mors est ipsa mutatio.' 
St. Aug. Comra Maximin. ii. 12. d.eava<1/a is synonymous 
with dtp6ap<1la, 1 Cor. xv. 53.] 

[Ohs. 3. On the Inscrutableness of GoD. He is cpa,s ol1twv 
a.wpl,u..,.ov. GoD, Who is said to be Himself Light 
(1 St. John i. 5), is nowhere else represented as dwell
ing in Light. But cf. Ps. civ, 2; Ezek. i. 26 sqq.; 
St. Chrys. in loo. : 11>..>..o .,.3 tf,o)s a(,.,.os, 1tcu 11>..>..o & ol1t<i; 

oV«oiiv ,eal T67Tcp fµ.TrEp,dA7J'ff'Ta, ; 6.rra--,,. Olix fva Toii-ro 
vo7/UOJJ,L£V, MA' fva 7Q cisaT~1Jff'TOV Tijs 8das cpVaEOJS' 1rap'3.• 

urfi<1p, cpii,s a(i'Tov o11t<w •fo•v a.rrp6<11Tov, oil'TOJ 6,o>..o-yfi<1as, 

ws ijv alJTfi, 3waT6v. Theophilus ad .Autolyc. i. 5, observes, 
that if man cannot bear to gaze at the sun, wws o(ixl 
,_,;i}.}..ov .,.ii 'TOV 0EOV M(p av<1tcppa.O"T9' oil<TV a.•6po,,ros ev,,'TOS 

o(i lJvvaTcu avTOJ'ITijua, ! On the incomprehensibleness of 
GoD, see Pearson, Minor Works, i. p. 133.] 

[Oba. 4. On the Invisibility of GoD to the eye of sense and 
to the eye of the natural understanding. &v ,U,v oMds 

o(ilJ, 13,,v livva.,.a,. This passage, and Ex. xxxiii. 20; 

Deut. iv. 12; St. John i. 18; 1 St. John iv. 12; St. Mat. 
xi. 27, are not inconsistent with St. Mat. v. 8; Heh. 
xii. 14 ; since these two latter texts refer to the intellect 
illuminated by Grace, to which the sight of GoD is 
vouchsafed. Cf. Pearson, Minor Works, i p. 126.] 

[Obs. 5. With ;; T•Jl~, lt.T.>... cf. i. 17; 1 St. Pet. iv. II ; 

V. II.] 



Chapter vi. 17, 18 

Exhortation 3. To tell rich Christians at Ephesus the plain 
truth about the dangers and the respcnisibilities of 
wealth (vv. 17-19). 

[Oba. On the excessive wealth and IUX12ry of Ephesus at 
this period, see Renan, Saint Paul, pp. 336, 337. It is 
abundantly proved from the Inscriptions published at 
the end of Wood's Disooveries at Ephesus : e. g. Inscriptions 
from the Great Theatre, No. I sqq., enumerating the gifts 
of Salutarius. There would have been some wealthy 
converts at Ephesus before A. D. 67 : there were certainly 
some who owned slaves. Cf. I Tim. vi. 2, .,,.,,,.-rov• 
6E<T11'0Taf,] 

( i. not to think highly of them
selves ( on account of it) (f-L~ 

1.tothink 
and feel 
ri,ghtly 
about 
their 

wealth 
(ver. 17), 
and so 

Timothy 
is to 

charge 
those 

who are 
2. to use 

wealthy 
their 

in this 
wealth 

life 
(TO&S 

rightly 

?IAOVCTLOtS 
(ver. 18), 

£VT~ VVV 
and so 

alwv,) 

a. nega
tively 

v,/,T/Aocf,povE'iv) (ver. 17). 
ii. not to base hope cni any-

thing so uncertain as riches 
( ~• '>.. ' , ' >..' f-LT/U€ T/ 7rtK€Vat €7n 7f OVTOV 

a.l,71>..orr,n) (ver. 17). 
[ a. as the Ever-living 
Being (nii (wvn) 
(ver. 17).] 

iii. to 
b. posi- hope 

{3. as the bountiful 
Giverofallthingsfor 

Gon, our enjoyment ( €ls 

tively in 

O."lfOAavow) (ver. 17). 
i. (quality) good with it 

(ciya0o£pyE'iv) (ver. 18). 
ci. actually ii. (quantity) abundant 

to do andeminentgoodwithit 
{7fAOVTE'iv iv lpyo,s KaAo'i:s) 

(ver. 18). 

j
i. to give it away to others 

b. to be (£vf-L£TaOOTovs) (ver. 18). 
habitually ii. to share it, if retained, 

ready l with others (Ko,vwvtKovs) 

(ver. 18). 
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3. to have 
a right 

scope and 
aim, 1n 

thus 
using it 
(ver. 19), 

VIZ. 

l a right 

a. theory of the act. Wealth given to 
GOD is laid up in store for the Eternal 
Future: it is a foundation (Ka.\ov 

8eµi.\iov) of self-denial (on which the 
spiritual life may be built) (ver. 19). 

b. motive of the act. That those who 
give their wealth to Gon may lay hold 
on the real life (rijs ovrws (wijs), which 
begins here and lasts into eternity 
(ver. 19). 

[Obs. 1. The wealthy Christians (ver. 17), whom Timothy 
is to warn and command, are said to be 1rl\ov<1,o, iv Tij, 
vvv aiiiw,, and they ought to lay up treasure Eis T3 µll\l\ov 

(ver. 19). The Jews distinguished the 0?:::til '"1'rMI 
from the truly rich: and this contrast underlies the 
expressions 9rJC1avpol ,v oupavij,, St. Mat. vi. 20 ; Eis e,3v 
,rl\.ovT<iv, St. Luke xii. 21 ; as well as ,rl\ovros Tov f!/ov, 
St. Luke viii.. 4. In the same way St. James (ii. 5) 
speaks of Tovs 1rTa1xovs Tij, 1<0<1µq,, who yet are 1rl\.ovc,lovs 
iv 1rlt1TEt. That wAovufo,s Ev Tcf, vVv aliiw, must be taken 
together as a single expression, see Winer, Gr. N. T. p. 170. 
On EV Tq, vvv aliiw,, St. Chrysostom ob,serves, 1<al\ws ,l1r•v· 
Eiat -,ap 1taL a.Jvi..01. "JTAoVa,o, iv T~ J'EAAovT,. J 

[.Obs. 2. The bad habits of mind (ver. 17) engendered by· 
wealth are (l) Vl{,r/l\oq,pov,w, used of over-estimating self 
on spiritual grounds in Rom. ri. 20; cf. Td Vl{,r/l\d tppov,w, 
Rom. xii. 16. To be purse-proud is not less sinful 
because modern feeling condemns the outward exhibition 
of it as 'bad taste,' and so forces it to assume subtle 
shapes which escape notice : (2) to rest hope i1rl ,rl\ovTov 
ali,,M ,,,.,., ' not si.m ply E7rl Tq, ,rl\ovrq, Tfj, ali~l\q,, but ( using 
an idiom, whereby the principal subst. is in the gen., and 
the adjectival idea is expressed by another subst.) upon 
wealth, the main characteristic of which is its a.~l\oT7/S. 

So Rom. vi 4, 1<aWOT7/T< (a,iis. Winer, Gr.N.T. p.296. These 
faults are counteracted by h(J'fle in God. The construction 
of il\.1rl(E<v with ,v is rare in N. T. See Eph. i. 12; 
l Cor. xv. 19. (Lachmann reads ,,,/ with apparently 
the majority of MSS.) This hope is warranted (1) T/j, 
(awn 1,D KL, Peschito, Hal., but perhaps doubtful) by the 
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fact that GoD is a living Being (iv. 10) ; (2) by the 
fact that it is He Who gives us all things abundantly 
for enjoyment,-not to set our hearts upon them: cf. ,1, 
,,,.,.l,.>..1f'l,w, iv. 3; St. Luke xvi. 9; St. Mark x. 24; Jer. 
ix. 23 ; Ps. !xii. 10.] 

[Obs. 3. The use of wealth (ver. 18) is (1) &:ya8o<p-yiiv, to do 
good; (&.-ya8011p-yiiv, Acts xiv. 17 ;) &.-ya8011"ou,v, Num. x. 32 
LXX; 1 Mace. xi. 33; (2) .,,.>,.ov-r•w iv lp-yoi< Ka>..o,,, im
plying greater activity and higher excellence of work 
with ref. to 11">..01111/o« ;,, Tip vvv alwv, (ver. 17) ; cf. 2 Cor. 
ix. 8, .,,.,p,1111,6«v <I• .,,.a.v lp-yov &.-ya86v : Tobit iv. 8. So 
Theophylact, ,l .,,.>,.ov-r<,v 8l>..«r, ;,, &."fa8o,p-yiq, 11'>-ov-r«. 

(3) EVJ'<Ta66-ro11• Elva,, open-handed, like GoD (ver. 17), 
-rfi, 1raplxovT1 ; (4) Ko1vaiv1Kovr, ready to welcome others 
to share in what they have. Gal. vi. 6, Ko,van,,/.,.a, o KOT1J• 

xo6,,•vo• .,.a,, >..6"(0V T/j, KOT1JXOVVTI ;,, ,,a,,,.,, &."(a8ois: Heb. 
xiii. 16, Tijs- Einrodas Kal ,eou,o,v[as- µTJ E11tAa118a.,Ecr8E.) 

[Obs. 4. The principle upon which wealth is to be used for 
doing good (ver. 19) is that, by taking from their plenty 
to give to Gon and His poor, men treasure it up (a.,,.0811-

11a11pi(oVTa• .!av-rois) for their own real advantage. Such 
wealth becomes a 8,,,,1uo• Ka>..6,, on the surrender of 
which they may build up the edifice of the Christian 
virtues, with a view to (,va) laying hold on the True 
Life (-rij• o,-ra,r (a,ij,). Spiritual victory is often to be 
based only on such self-denial, as in the case of the 
Rich Young Man, St. Luke xviii. 18 sqq. a11"081111a11pi(«v 

8,,,,>..,ov is a condensed e~ression for a:1ro81111avp,(E<• 

,r>,.ov-rov 1<a>..wv lp-ya,v wr 8,µ.,>..10• : Tijr linwr (a,ijr, the life 
which really is life, because there is no death to end it : 
alwv!ov, text. rec., appears to be a gloss on liv-rw,.] 

Exlw1·tation 4. To guard tlie Deposit of the Faith (ver. 20). 
(r~v 1rapa0~KTJi•) (vv. 20, 21). 

[Obs. 1. w T,µ.68ee (ver. 20). This earnest personal appeal 
introduces the concluding paragraph, which is a summary 
of the most essential points of the Epistle. So in 
2 Cor. xiii. rr.] 

[ Obs. 2. The Deposit (ver. 20) T7)v ,rapa8fiK1J•, a treasure 
entrusted to a person, who will be asked to account 
for it; Herod. ix. 45. Here it means the depositum fi<le,, 

given in trust to Timothy as a Bishop. So in 2 Tim. i. 14, 

T,)v Ka>..,)v 11'apa9fiK1Jv <1>6>-a.{ov Bui nv,11µ.aTor 'A-y,ov, when, 
1<a/l.,) 1rapa9iiK1J is synonymous with v1,a11•on,s /l.u10, 
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(ver. 13) : ,a Tim. ii. !31 & 1/ttoooas wap' lµoi, 3ui wo>.>.111v 
pa.pnipo,v, .-aiJTa wapl,fJov TrUTTois .ivfJp&,,ro1s : 1 Tim, i. 18, 

.-011"7• n)v Trapa'Y"(•>-lav TrapaTl9,µal a-01. Here the word 
clearly refen to the deposit of the faith lodged by the 
Apostle in the guardianship of Timothy : in !3 Tim. 
i. 1:3, n)11 TrafJ49/i""1" is the stewardship committed to tho 
Apostle (see Ellicott in loc.). That Timothy's •soul,' or 
'the ministerial grace given him,' is here meant, is not 
borne out by the context, which contrasts the wapa94tt'I 
with the !f,EIIM,vvµ,os "(l'lllO'lf, On the deposit of the faith 
committed to the Christian Church, see Vincent. Lirin., 
Chm:wmilmium, c. 2!3 : 'Quid est depositum? Id est, quod 
tibi creditum est, non quod a te inventu.m; quod ac
cepisti., non quod excogitasti ; rem non ingenii sed 
doctrinae, non usurpationis privatae sed publicae tra
ditionis, rem ad te perductam non a te prolatam, in 
qua non auctor debes esse, sed custos, non instituter, 
sed sectator.'] 

§ How Timothy must guard the Deposit of the Faith. By 
turning himself away from (iKTpnrop.£vos) 

1 . the profane unmeaning language (Tas{ f th f 1 1 , , o e a se y-
/3£/31J'A.ovs K£vocpwmas) t d ~ . . . erme yvwcns 

2. the speculative propos1tionB opposed ( ) . ver.20. 
to Apostolic teaching (Tas avnOlcms) 

§ Reason. From experie nee. Some ( nvH) professors of 
(i,ran£>.'A.op.£vo,) this yvw,,.,s have, as far as the Faith 
is concerned, missed their true aim in life ( '1T£pt T~v 

,r{crr,v ~<TTOX1Jnav) (ver. 21). 
[Ohs. 1. When Timothy is desired t-0 turn himself away 

from the false gnosis (ver. 20) in order to guard the 
deposit, it is not meant that this is all he has to do; 
cf. Tit. i. 9, Tovs .ivn>.1-ywTas i>..1-yx••v. The -y11111r11s must 
be studied, if it is to be refuted ; but Timothy, it is 
implied, might be attracted by its pretensions to 
originality or thoroughneBB. A love of and jealous care 
for the True Faith involves as its con·elative a distaste 
for the error which rejects it. ittTpm6µwos, turning self 
from 110mething, with an acc. rei : as .i110Tpfo,u9a, 2 Tim. 
iii. 5. ittTplw,a-6cu is synonymous with wapa1T<tu6a1 : the 
two distinct ac.-ts imply th~ 11ame mental attitude,] 
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[Oba. 2. The' gnosis' (ver. 20) is characterized by (1) tt•vo
cpan,la, : empty phrases with no solid meaning, which are 
fJE/31J1'.o,, outside the shrine of trnth-'profane nonsense;' 
cf. /UJTa,oJ..,ryia, i. 6 ; 2 Tim. ii. 16 : ( 2) Ta, li.vT,9lt7m, hostile 
polemical statements, direct.ad against the Apostolic 
teaching ; cf. i. 10, ff TI fTEpOV Tji 1,y,ai.vo617TJ lJ,&u,lt(J)J'l 

dvTitt<1Tw, where, however, it is moral opposition to the 
Gospel in a concrete form that is in question. These 
dvT19lt7m are not to he confounded with the J..,ryo,,,.xia,, 
and ,,,T~l7••• (vi. 4) of the Ephesian teachers, which 
would correspond to the ttwocpan,{a,. They are formal 
contradictions of the Revealed Trnth ; cf. Tit. i. 9, Too, 
dVT1J..l-yovTa,. Baur (PastmalbTi.efe, p. 26) sees in T<h 

ovT19fom a reference to the 'antitheses' of Marcion : 
'id est, contrariae oppositiones, quae conantur discor
diam evangelii cum lege committere, ut ex diversitate 
sententiarum utriusque Instrumenti divereitatem quo
que argumententur Deorum,' Tert. ad.TJ. Marc. L 19_ But 
Tertullian's own treatise shows how differently that 
work would have been treated if the writer of this 
Epistle had been a forger of the second century. The 
gnosis is called 1f,,va&tvvµo,, because true knowledge of 
revealed Truth starts from Faith in Divine Revelation : 
OTCJV -yap 1ril7TI< ,,~ #, -Y,,Wl7<' OV/t EaTUI (St. Chrys.). 
1f,,va&tvvµ.o,, o.1r. "-•-Y· N. T.] 

[Obs. 3. The professors of this -yvwt71' who are distantly 
referred to (TivH, as in i. 3, 6; vi. 3) would be known 
to Timothy. It is implied that they somehow meant 
to be loyal to Faith, as well as to -yvwt7« : probably 
regarding the object-matter of faith as so much addi
tional material for 'gnostic' speculation. Practically, 
however, 1r1pl T~v 11foTw ~t7TOX1Jt7av : observe the historic 
aorist. For dt7Tox•iv with a gen~ see i 5, 6, where 
possibly the same failures are referred to; cf. 2 Tim. ii. 18, 
for the construction in this passage.] 

§ Apostolic Benediction: ~ xapis µETa uov (ver. 21). 

[Obs. µ.•9' l,µ.wv (IIC A F, Lachm.) for t7oii is probably a cor
rection introduced from 2 Tim. iv. 22; Tit. iii. 15. If 
aoii be the true reading, the Church of Ephesus is 
blessed in its Chief Pastor.] 
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