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and to those young ladies who some day will no
doubt become wives and mothers.

She shows that though motherhood is not without
problems and cares, God has sufficient grace for
every mother to live victoriously and joyfully in Him.

The world is filled with many sinful and ungodly
mothers. There are many mothers whose lives have

never yet been touched by the hand that can im-
part * joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

In view of this, “ joyful motherhood " becomes a
challenge to all mothers, because the home needs it ;
the church needs it ; and the world needs it.

Church of God Evangel.

Caerphilly Crusade

CROWDS, CONVERTS, HEALINGS, great enthusiasm and
a mighty anointing of the Holy Spirit’s power rest-
ing upon the meetings: this summarises the Caer-
philly crusade conducted by Elim’s Youth Director,
Rev. Alexander Tee, Dynamic messages on Bible
prophecy have thrilled hundreds of Christians who
have come from far and near,

The crusade was the talk of the town. For some
time prophecies and interpretations through the
ministry of the Holy Spirit have foretold an ingather-
ing of the relations of the church members; and
during recent days many people have been deeply
moved as they have witnessed their loved ones com-
ing to Christ.

On three consecutive Sunday evenings a great
procession of witness stirred the place as the congre-
gation marched from the first service at the church
to the large marquee erected on the town’s fair-
ground.

July 1963

The crusade soloist, Don Evans, was a tremendous
asset to the campaign, He won the hearts of all
with his consecrated voice, We shall never forget
the untiring energy, magnetic personality and power-
fully anointed ministry of Pastor Tee.

Of the very happy and united congregation at
the Caerphilly church it could be said, as in the
days of Nehemiah, * The people had a mind to
work " (Nehemiah 4:6); God blessed, and others
*“ perceived that this work was wrought of God”
(Nehemiah 6:16).

Now we are back in our lovely church with an
increased congregation, and again with Nehemiah
we can say: “And the singers made their voices
heard ” (Nehemiah 12:42, margin); “ . . . and re-
joiced, for God had made them to rejoice with
great joy . . . so that the joy . . . was heard even

afar off ” (Nehemiah 12:43).

L. W, GREEN.

502






THE PURPOSE AND VALUE
OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS
IN THE CHURCH TODAY

By R, B. CHAPMAN, MINISTER OF ELIM CHURCH. PAISLEY

THERE ARE MANY today who would tell us that there
is no longer any need for the miraculous gifts which
were manifested in the early Church, because their
purpose and value have been negatived by our
normal educational and scientific developments
through the centuries. It has even been said that
since we stand for the gifts of the Spirit we should
not send our missionaries to language school or
treat the sick and ailing in our dispensaries, To
pursue this inconsistent line of argument would bring
us to the ultimate conclusion that because of the
miraculous provision for the feeding of the 5,000
by the Christ—who is still the samc today—there
is no further need to till the ground for grain or
trawl the seas for fish.

In order that we may rightly comprehend the
position and mairtain a balanced appreciation of
the true situation let us primarily examine what is
the real purpose for spiritual gifts. To assist us in
this examination let us view the matter first of all
from a negative aspect and see what the purpose
is not,

(I) NOT TO PROMOTE THE PRESUMPTION OF A
POPULAR PERSONALITY

Though it is necessary to say this with very deep
iegret and reticence, we all must have et those
who have sought to advance the popularity of their
personality and even hoped to increase their chances
of promotion to office by a demonstration of such
gifts, Into this despicable category, of course, would
fall the miserable Simon Magus of whom we read
in Acts 8, He earnesily desired to be an outstanding
personality, to attain the héights of privilege and
popularise himself by staggering the community
with the demonstrations of power and ability, Alas,
he has had many unworthy disciples in the centuries
which have followed, Many have seifishly, and yet
cloaked with a seeming piety, desired these gracious
gifts under the plea of advancing God’s work when,
sad to say. the real motive has been only to pro-
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mote the power of their own popularity and per-
sonality, This was never the true purpose for them.

(2) NOT TO SHOW A SUPERIGR STANDARD OF
SUPPOSED SPIRITUALITY

It may not meet with ready approval if one says
that the operation of the gifts does not necessarily
indicate that they are emanating from one of spiri-
tual and consistent life. Unfortunately many people
are blindly swayed by such manifestations and with
awe and wonder almost place a halo round those
who frequently exercise the gifts, Such an attitude
was firmly rebuked by Peter long ago when he
observed the awe-struck wonder that mesmerised
the gathering in Solomon’s porch and he chided:
*“ Why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our
own power or holiness we had made this man
walk? ™ (Acts 3:12), Sad to relate, some would
glory in creating such an impression and sancti-
moniously seek to establish their spiritual status by
the usage of the gifts, feeling that the more frequent
the manifestation the more spiritual they would be
deemed, This view does not bear the light of Scrip-
ture, Remember that the church at Corinth * came
behind in no gift ” and yet the Bible reveals that it
was quite an unspiritual church, Within it were fac-
tion, friction and fornication ; its members were said
to be " not spiritual but carnal; babes in Christ ”
(1 Corinthians 3:1) and they even came to the
Lord's table in unworthy and unseemly manner
(chapter 11). We have all known of those whose
spiritual standard has not been compatible with the
sacredness of these manifestations, but we must never
forget that the purpose behind the gifts was not to
proclaim the spiritual superiority of the operator.
The spiritual position of the recipient may have
been high at the time of reception, but since the
“ gifts and calling of God are without repentance ”
(Romans 11:29) the gift can remain when the spiri-
tual siandard and relationship may have de-
teriorated.



(3) NOT TCO ENJOY EMOTIONAL EXCITEMENT BY
EXCESSIVE EXERCISE

There is liftie doubt that for certain people this
is the only purpose in the gifts, though they would
be deeply offended if confronted with this searching
truth, The gifts to them are like an exciting stimu-
lant which lifts them emotionally and provides them
with what is often called a * glory time,” making
them feel all good and gratified within. These sacred
gifts are little more to such people than many
another mundane medium of sensational, personal
pleasure. If there was no such sensation there would
he no exercise at all by these people. Nowhere in
Scripture can we find any support for such a low
level and deplorable attitude and yet, at times,
churches can be inflicied, to their detriment, with
this selfish, almost sensuous, sensationalism which
was never the intended purpose for these gifts.

Having thus viewed the situation negatively lct
us now take the positive aspect and see what the
real purpose is as revealed in the Bible.

(1) TO AROUSE AND ARREST THE ATTENTION
OF THE APATHETIC

The clearest demonstration of this was dis-
played on the day of Pentecost, " They were amazed,
saying. How hear we every man in our own tongue
wherein we wcre born ? ” (Acts 2:8), These people
had no interest whatsoever in Jesus Christ previous
to this, but thc display of the gifts here arrested
them and aroused their attention and finally con-
triboted to their salvation. for from among this
company 3.000 decisions were registered. Similarly,
too. with the operation of the gifts of miracles and
the restoration of the lame man at the beaotiful
gate of the temple the interest of many was aroused
and arrested and this resulted in about 5,000 men
making a decision for Christ (Acts 4:4),

{2) TO CONVINCE THE CRITICAL, THE CAUTIOUS
AND THE CONSERVATIVE

This fact was ahundantly revealed in the house
of Cornelius when again the gifts were manifested,
and it was their operation which convinced the
traditionally critical, distinctly cautious members of
the conservative circumcision party within the church
{Acts 11:18; 25:8). Thc same solemn challcnge
is referred to by Paul when under inspiration he
stated: “If all prophesy, and there come in one
that believeth not, or one uniearned, he is con-
vinced . .  and so falling down on his face he wiil
worship God ™ (1 Corinthians 14:24), Thus we see
that the purpose is to sweep away criticism and
convict men of their need of Christ.

(3) TO DISPLAY AND DEMONSTRATE THE
DIVINE DYNAMIC

There is no doubt that in the early Church, when
these gifts were first in manifestation, there was a
tremendous demonstration of supernatural power
which was Jargely responsible for enormous turning
to God at that time, Hearken to Mark’s resounding
testimony: *“ They {the aposties] went forth, and
preached everywhere, ¢the Lord working with them,
and confirming the Word with signs following ™
{(Mark 16:20). Paul c¢ould humbly bear witness to
the same phenomenal conditions prevailing in his
own dynamic ministry. “ My preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power: that your faith
shouid . . . stand . . . in the power of God ™ (1 Corin-
thians 2:4). Paul added that those who had seen
the gifts in operation would be forced to * report
that God is in you of a truth ™ (1 Corinthians 14:
25)., Thus God’s purpose is fulfilled in revealing
Himself and His power.

(4) TO GIVE GREAT GLORY TO GOD

Following the healing of the man at the temple
gate we read that “ all men glorified God for that
which was done ™ (Acts 4:21), and this is ever the
fundamental purpose behind every Divine and super-
natural gift graciously endowed. These were never
designed to bring any glory of any kind to any
man, church or denomination, but solely and only
to the Lord who is the giver of “every good and
perfect gift.”

It is for these identical and highly elevated pur-
poses that the gifis are still given in this present day,
and may those privileged to he entrusted with the
supernal honour of knowing these gifts see that
they are used for these porposes and these alone.

Let us now examine what is the value of spiritual
gifts within the Church today. The value is, to a
great exient, governed by the position they are
allowed to occupy. If the gifis are allowed to rise
into the ascendancy and to usurp the supreme place
their value will be nif and they will threaten ruina-
tion. Hence T would emphasise that they have no
valie unless they are

(1} SUBIECT TO THE SUPERIORITY AND SOVEREIGNTY
OF THE SAVIOUR

Only one can hold the supreme position and that
one must ever be the Giver and never the gift, other-
wise it will have become an idol and those who have
thus over-elevated the gift will become idolaters.
There are those who have lifted the authority of the
gift even above the expressions of the living Word
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CHURCH NEWS FLASH

Clacton-on-Sea

Since coming to Clacton two years ago Pastor and
Mrs. Burton-Haynes have endeared themselves to
their numerous friends. Sunday, July 7th, was their
second anniversary at our church and, unknown to
them, the members of the church had subscribed
towards a gift in appreciation of their ministry, The
secret was wonderfully kept.

After the church secretary had read the announce-
ments, he requested Pastor and Mrs, Burton-Haynes
to come to the lower platform and then gave a few
words of appreciation, The two oldest members of
the church were called upon to present the gifts.
What a joy it was to see the surprised look upon
their faces when Mrs. Haynes accepted her gifts of
a leather writing case and a heat-resisting tray and
pastor received his gift of a lovely leather brief-case
and a cheque for the remainder of the contributions.
Pastor and Mrs. Burton-Haynes gave thanks to all
who had made everything such a surprise, and above
all to God, who had guided them through their years
of ministry,

Petersfield

Members of one of Petersfield’s smallest church
congregations happily braved Saturday’s rain and
drizzle to attend an event which provided them all
with a sense of pride and achievement, They were
the people of Petersfield Elim Church, which, after
thirty years in rented premises, now has its own
home in Hylton Road.

Though the congregation is made up of only a few
families, there is a tremendous spirit of fellowship
between them, and their efforts certainly equal those
of people who attend the larger and better-known
churches.

Their new church, a former school, has been
bought freehold at a cost of £1,750, and the con-
gregation will, without any help from outside, repay
the bank loan over the next few years. They have
converted the building for use as a church and meet-
ing place themselves, and on Saturday came the day
they have all been working for and waiting for,

It was appropriate to the occasion that one of
the leading members of the Elim Church, Rev, J.
J. Morgan, field superintendent for all churches in

the British Isles, should be present to perform the
opening ceremony, Mr. David Giles, the church trea-
surer, handed Mr, Morgan a white-ribboned key with
which he unlocked the door and led the congrega-
tion inside.

During the service the church secretary, Mr, L.
Lancaster, gave a short account of events leading
up to the purchase and conversion of the building,
and he praised the help given by Rev. A, A. Biddle,
district superintendent of the Portsmouth presbytery.
Mr. Biddle conducted the service. It was announced
that a donation of £20 had been given towards the
cost of the conversion work in memory of Pastor T.
Waddington, who was minister of the Petersfield
Elim Church for a number of years,

The new building provides a large meeting room,
with accommodation for sixty to seventy people, and
a Sunday school room, kitchen and store,

Hampshire Telegraph.
Southampton

The enclosed photograph shows some of the candi-
dates at a recent baptismal service. A large congre-
gation saw a total of six women, one man and two
girls pass through the waters, The man and one
of the women came out during the service in re-
sponse to Pastor Brooks’s appeal. The followinz
weekend was richly blessed by the ministry of Pastor
Mervyn Thomas, and his missionary film showing
was well attended on the Saturday night, many of
the congregation having remained behind after the
wedding of two of our Crusaders, now Mr, and Mrs.
Fred Gilroy. God is blessing us in Southampton,

Some of the candidates recently baptised at Southampton.
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Elim advances in Cheltenham

“ELIM ADVANCES " was the theme of the opening of
the new Elim church at 117 St, George’s Road,
Cheltenham, on Saturday, June 15th. It was with
joyful lips and praise-filled hearts that members and
friends gathered together to attend the opening cere-
mony, which was performed by the Field Superin-
tendent, Rev. J. J. Morgan. His ministry also at the
weekend services proved a blessing to the hearts of
those present,

The opening of this larger hall is merely a step-
ping stone to yet an even larger place, for in answer
to diligent prayer, real hard labour and sacrifice on
behalf of Pastor A. D, Sandford and Elim members,
God has given them not only a larger hall to go on
with, but has made it possible for them to build a
new permanent church on the land adjacent to the
new meeting hall. *“He is faithful that promised.
Hath He said, and shall He not make it good? ™

Elim advances indeed, but with it also advances
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is
given all the honour and all the glory.

EVELYN M. CASLAW.

The new church ar Cheltenham.

WM-WM
"Wisdom is knowing what to do next ;
skill is L’nowing how to do it ; and virtue is

doing it.”
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Opening ceremony at Cheltenham’s new church.

FROM MY DIARY (continued)
Mr. Kennedy is at heart just about as pro-British
as he is Pro-testant.

Pty X g
I WAS INTERESTED in the B.B.C. programme report-
ing the Pentecostal outpouring among Episcopalians
in the U.S.A., but was disappointed with the findings
of the Church Commission, as quoted on the radio.
One now expects something more in criticism than
the parrot cry, * Paul said: °I had rather speak
five words with my understanding, than ten thousand
words in an unknown tongue’” It is intellectual
dishonesty to quote only part of this verse, and
ignore that Paul also said: “1I thank my God, 1
speak in tongues more than ye all”; “I1 would
that ye all spake with tongues”; * Forbid not to
speak with tongues.”

b g =
AS QUIET as a vicar’s garden party—at least one
recent similar affair was different. The Anglican
Church garden féte prize of bottles of whisky,
gin and beer was won by a sixteen-year-old boy,
who with his companions soon swallowed the con-
tents and showed the effects as they wrecked the
féte. Perhaps some of the officials thought this out-
rageous ingratitude, and would say: * Neither cast
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet. and turn again and rend you.” It
would be a truer image to remember the occasions
when even Jesus upset the temple scene in His anger
at the happenings there in the name of religion.















