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Work by Prayer

By a member of Elimt who wishes to remain anonymous in print.

QuITE ReCENTLY [ have been very forcibly made
aware of the need for more prayer. Like many other
Christians T have had a desire to do more for God.
Time and time again, I recall the solemn words
uttered by one of our wcll-known ministers: * If
you intend to do anything for God do it now before
it is too late.” These words almost frightened me
into action. I began to take stock of myself and felt
a sense of shame rising within me. What was I doing
for God? What should [ have to lay at His feet
when the great day of reckoning came ? 1 began to
think of the nearncss of His return and the short
time at my disposal to do something worthy of His
great love for me and all mankind. What could I do ?

[ began to think of all those people who have
dedicated their lives to missionary work. I read mis-
sionary books and found myself praying daily for
all missionaries. 1 began to have a great concern
for all unsaved people throughout the world and I
found myself setting aside certain times to pray for
these lost souls. 1 found myself getting unsettled in
my work and truly felt that God had a job for
me fo do. Was He calling me to the mission field ?
S0 many things seemed fo be pointing this way but
I knew that | did not possess any of the qualifica-
tions required for missionary work. One Sunday
evening in church I found 1 could not concentrate
on what the minister was preaching but suddenly
I became aware that he was talking about Abraham.
where God was asking Abraham to leave all and
go with Him. This took hold of me rather forcibly
and 1 could not put it out of my mind.

When I reached home, 1 picked up a missionary
magazine and I began to read how God had called
a young man to the mission feld after hearing
a sermon on how God called Abraham to leave all
and follow Him. This seemed to me another link
in the chain. T then read on further of another young
woman who had been called to the mission field,
she herself having “ no qualifications.” T became so
sure that somehow God was directing my steps that
I Xnew that if indeed it was His will that { should
do missionary work then no matter what it cost me
I must be obedient. T knew it would mean leaving
my work, my home, my friends, indeed everything,
and putting my hand in His. I prayed about it and
finally found myself sending a fetter to the Mission
Society to which I was guided.
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All the fear and anxiety which I had felt now
seemed to have left me and [ just patiently waited
for the reply which [ knew might change the whole
course of my life. A couple of days later [ awoke
with these words running through my mind, “ Why
should I ever anxious be since such a God is mine,”
and somehow I felt that that morning I would have
a reply to my letter and that no matter what that
letter contained all would be well. When 1 eventually
went down to my breakfast the expected letter was
before me. [ scemed to have no feelings as 1 opened
and read it. It was a very lovely letter but I was
over the age limit, missionaries not usually being
accepted after the age of thirty. My feelings were
rather mixed. I just could not understand why I had
been led this far only to be rejected. Needless to
say, the devi! wasted po time in geiling to work—
he taunted me in many ways and I feit that whole
day as if T was walking in the valley of humiliation.
But when [ arrived home at the end of my day’s
work fresh feelings took hold of me. Without realis-
ing it [ began to think again of Abraham and the
sacritice he was prepared to make of his beloved son
Isaac, but Gnd saw that Abrabam was willing to
make this supreme sacrifice and in His loving mercy
and kindness he gave the sacrifice back to him. |
took grea: comfort from this thought. T too felt that
God had given me back my sacrifice;: I could not
understand why God was taking me away from an
aged relative whom I loved and whom I considered
it my duty to lock after—but He gave me back my
sacrifice—He knew best, and T did bless and thank
Him for this time of testing and feel that He had
led me farther along the pathway.

My story is still not complete: in the letter which
I received from the Mission Society 1 was given the
name of a lady doctor living in the same town as
myself. who had been a missionary in China. Again
acting on what 1 believed to be the leading of the
Holy Spirit. I wrote to Dr. P—— and received a
most charming letter from her inviting me to a mis-
sionary prayer meeting. but what concerned me most
of all was a little leaflet which fell out of her letter
and which was the first thing my eyes beheld—it was
entitled “ Work by Prayer.” This referred to the
formation of prayer circles, prayer meetings for the
purpose of offering up prayer for missionaries on
foreign fields. T felt that herein lay my answer, 1|






THE MINISTRY
OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER

THE WORK of intercession is the greatest work a
Christian can do,” said Andrew Murray.

D. L. Moody said: “Those who have left the
deepest impression on this sin-cursed earth have
been men and women of prayer.”

F. J. Lee said : *“ The greatest field and avenue of
doing great things for God is the avenue of prayer.”

Most of us are aware of the tremendous need for
“ interceders ”’ throughout all churches. Let us thank
God for the praying people we have and ask God to
give us more people who will take seriously the great
duty and privilege of intercessory prayer.

Praying to God on behalf of others was one of
the prominent phases of the apostle Paul’s work
for the church. To the Romans he wrote: * Without
ceasing 1 make mention of you always in my
prayers ” (Romans 1:9). To Timothy he wrote:
*“ Without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in
my prayers night and day ” (2 Timothy 1 : 3).

Jesus prayed for His disciples. “ I pray for them
. .. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one,
as we are ”’ (John 17 : 9-11).

To Peter Jesus declared: * Satan hath desired to
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: But I
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke
22531, 32),

On the cross Jesus prayed for those who were
crucifying Him. He pleaded : ** Father, forgive them ;
for they know not what they do ™ (Luke 23 : 34).

Jesus prayed for others; Paul prayed for others.
Surely we should pray for others.

We ought to pray earnestly to God on behalf of
fellow Christians. We should not underestimate the
power of earnest prayer. The greatest service we
can render each other is to remember each other to
God in prayer.

The Bible emphatically states that “the . . . fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much”
(James 5: 16). Since God has erdained that we pray,
it should be easy for us to believe in the effective-
ness of prayer. .

According to Psalm 34:15: “The eyes of the
Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open
unto their cry.” Christian friend, at this moment God
is ready to hear your prayer on behalf of your
brothers and sisters in Christ. Please pray not only
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By ROBERT HUMBERTSON

for the ones who are noticeably weak. Pray for
everybody. Sometimes the good, faithful members
of the church are having troubles and trials that you
may not know about. Pray continually for your
brothers and sisters in the Lord that God will give
them the blessings and help they need to live vic-
torious Christian lives.

In our intercessory prayers we ought constantly to
pray for the unsaved. If we don’t have a love for the
lost, a burden for sinners and backsliders, we should
pray and fast until we are stirred deeply in regard
to our tremendous responsibility to * pray souls into
the kingdom of God.” We need to experience a bur-
den for wayward souls like the psalmist wrote about
—"* Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, because
they keep not thy law ™ (Psalm 119 : 136).

But what about results? What about answers?
Results and answers will come ! We may not under-
stand them at times, but let us have faith, not just
in prayer, but in God who hears prayer. He has
plainly declared that the fervent prayer of a righteous
man avails much. Are we praying fervently ? Are we
living good lives? If our answer is * yes,” then there
will be results when we pray. In this life we may
not understand or experience all the effects of our
prayers, but we can be assured that the great God
of this universe has heard us, and His Word. which
is absolutely true, has declared that our prayers will
avail much.

Church of God Evangel.

Picture of an Elim Sunday school in Katerere, South
Africa. Aunty Sunny Blundell in her element among the
children who are charmed with her Gospel flannelgraphs.









He will judge the world in righteousness by that
man whom He hath ordaineth, whereof He hath
given assurance unto ail men, in that He hath raised
Him from the dead”™ (Acts 17:31). Also in 11
Corinthians 5:10; " For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ . . .”

To be the judge of all mankind He must be
more than man, more than a good man. To fix the
gternal destiny of millions of intellectual beings is
impossible for any person other than God.

(To be concluded)

ROMSEY CONVENTION

IT was with much anticipation that the folk looked
forward to a time of blessing from the hand of the
Lord, and were not disappointed.

On Saturday we welcomed our first speaker, Pastor
A. Dixon of Durrington, whe gave much food for
thought as he delved into the depths of Daniel and
the seventy weeks. D. Newman of Southampton
ministered in song and was much enjoyed.

The services on the Lord’s Day were a great
blessing. Messages in song were ministered in the
evening by our sister Hilda Clewer, and a duet by
Robert George and his fiancée was very much appre-
ciated by ail. The theme of the morning message
was from the Song of Solomon.

Then Monday arrived, and with joy it was a
pleasure to welcome Pastor J. J. Morgan as the
speaker of the day, The afternoon meeting was
blessed with the testimony of Mrs. Willis, who until
1956 suffered with epilepsy, but realised then that it
was God’s will to heal her. From that moment of
prayer she has never been troubled again. Pastor
Dixon, who is a Congregationalist, gave a fine testi-
mony on how he came into the Pentecostal blessing
of the Holy Ghost baptism with speaking in tongues
by contact with some Elim folk.

Pastor Morgan gave a fine message on * Nothing."”
How little we realize the value of nothing as found
in scripture. We were blessed by a solo from Mr.
Annetts and duets throughout the day from Ruth
and Rosalie Keel of Winterslow.

Following a very nice tea, well prepared and
arranged by the sisters of the church, a fine open-air
service was enjoyed in the market place, where a
good number stopped to hear the good news of
salvation.

The evening meeting was one of challenge and
encouragement, when Pastor Dixon again ministered
on victorious Christian living and Pastor Morgan
on * The Goal of Redemption,” looking forward to
the coming of the Lord.

LETCHWORTH ACTIVITIES

wE PRaISE God with full hearts for His blessing
on this church during the two years of Pastor G.
Hillman’s ministry.

There is a steady increase in every department,
many new folk have joined the fellowship; within
the past few months alone seven married couples
who are keen Christians have joined the church ;
and most Sundays new faces are seen in the meet-
ings. The Sisterhood and Sunday School have grown
considerably, while the Youth work has seen an
influx of young teenagers. Campaigns for children
and adults are to take place in the near future and
are keenly awaited. A choir has been formed and
blessing has rested upon their efforts in our own
and other churches.

A minibus has been purchased by the love gifts
of the people and is being used to bring the aged
and infirm to the church, and to collect children
from a nearby housing estate. The church has been
completely redecorated and many improvements
made in the kitchen, and the minor hall has new
heating and lighting. There is a revival spirit abroad,
which is most encouraging and inspiring.

LONGTON BLESSINGS

ONCE AGAIN we have proved the greatness and
faithfulness of God at Longton. Many have prayed
and now we are rejoicing with our beloved minister
and his family that the Lord has provided us with
an ideal minister’s manse.

Our hearts were full of praise as we made our
way to the service of dedication which was to be
held in the new manse. Mr. E. Steele, of Stafford,
came and officiated at the service and how wonder-
ful was the presence of God as our brother spoke
so appropriately words of strength and encourage-
ment to Mr. Coleman and the members of the
church.

Presentations were made on behalf of the Sister-
hood and members, to show Ilove and thanks to
the pastor and his wife for all they have done with
God’s help at Longton.

The pastor and his wife were delighted to welcome
so many members and friends (about fifty were pre-
sent) and following the service tea and refreshments
were served, then everyone was free to look over
the house, a valuable acquisition for the Lord's work
in Longton.

(MRS.} W, BRIAN,
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Women’'s column

By GLADYS GORTON

THE FORGOTTEN UMBRELLA
AN ELDERLY woman and I were the only passengers
in the compartment of the train in which I was
travelling to Wales. She was quite talkative and I
had the impression that she lived alone and so it
gave her great pleasure to be able to converse with
S0meoQne.

There was a long wait at Salisbury. ** Somebody
has left a “hold-all” on a seat on the platform.”
she said, looking out of the window, * People are
ever so forgetful, Fancy doing a thing like that.” 1
couidn’t see it from where I sat opposite to her, and
didn’t bother to get up and lock as I wanted to read.
" I'm sure someone knows about it and will soon
pick it up,” I murmured and soon became engrossed
in my reading. when [ heard her say: * A man has
just picked it up. He must have been seeing some-
body off.”

This dear old lady got out at Bath, I helped her
with her luggage and was settling down again when
I happened to notice her umbrella, She’d forgotten
it! After what she said! I inwardly chuckled as T
guickly pulled down the window and called to a
porter just as the train began to glide out, * Sir, a
lady has left her umhrella. She will be waiting for
the connection tc Trowbridge.” “ Thanks,” he
beamed, taking it from mc. * I'll find her.”

I've a habit of forgetting my umbrella too, so I
seldom take it with me on a journey. Once I lost
an umbrella. Months later, on a pouring wet even-
ing. one of the memhers arrived at the prayer meet-
ing using my umbrella! T had left it at her friend’s.
who gave it to her one rainy day, as she coudn't
think who owned it,

How complex we humans are that we can s0
easily forget umbrellas and things which should cer-
tainly be remembered, and remember the things
which should entirely be forgotten! Things that have
happened, words that have been said. can be remem-
bered wilh deadly accuracy for a lifetime, ruining
church unity. spoiling harmony, dividing fricnds and
families. Such things should be buried and forgotten.
* Forget it ' we say. but do we?

The arl of forgetting is to remember to forget. Tt
is not learnt in a day. vet the key to its masiery is
that forgetfulness of sclf, which is Christ’s secret of
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true living, How much have you and I to forget?
Above all men, apart from our Lord Himself, Paul
schooled himself to become dexterous in being able
to forget. “ This one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind . .. 1 press toward . ..
the prize ™ (Philippians 3:13).

WEYMOUTH YOUTH CAMP

ON A SUNNY day at the beginning of August some
eighty young people gathered in a field at Weymouth,
This, materially, was camp ! But camp was much
more than this, as from the very beginning the pre-
sence of the Lord was evident in all things, The
campers had plenty of dedicated talent which made
all the services, including the interdenominational
heach open-airs, sources of great spiritual inspiration
and blessing. We were all gratified to see the evan-
gelical fervour of the campers. They, mostly on their
own initiative, organised tract distributions and a
weekly open-air on the beach, quite a diplomatic
feat as the council are usually very reluctant to give
permission for such things !

The recreational side of camp was, of course, not
neglected. Swimming, table tennis. puddocks and
basketball all mean{ that the campers always had
something to do even if it was lying in the sun
(yes. we did have some !). Some of the more adven-
turous spirits, including the commandant, took to
roller-skating in a ncarby rink—which, of course,
caused an epidemic of bruises and stiff muscles !
The popularity of this indoor sport was in no way
a reflection upon the weather; in this respect God
was most generous, In fact we had only two rainy
days !

In all ways this was a happy camp. Pastors Lam-
bert and Richardson ran things smoothly but in
such a kindly way that they soon endeared them-
selves to everybody. This was in reality a youth
camp as ninety-five per ccnt of the officers and
stall were young people ! The campers themseives
were a very helpful “ crowd.” As a result of their
determined foraging we had two excellent camp
fires, and the cooking staff were never short of
voluntary assistance !

All in all we may report a most successful camp.
Spiritually, some young people were saved, some
flled with the Spirit. while many others returned to
their home churches spiritually strengthened and re-
freshed. Physically, everyone including the staff had
a very enjoyable holiday, one which can be recom-
mended to any young people who as yet have not
sampled the blessing which is camp !

STEPILEN ], COOK.









THIRD QUARTER
Senior
Christ and the children

Lesson Date

27 July 5 The child in the midst.

28 12 The mothers of Salem.

29 i9 The daughter of a Gentile.

30 26 Children at play.

Rebuilding the wall

31 Aug. 2 Nehemiah's prayer (Nehemiah 1},

32 9 Preparing and beginning (chapters
2, 3).

33 16 QOpposition (chapters 4-6).

34 23 Reformation (chapters 7-12).

35 30 Reconsecration (chapter 13}

Great Prayers

36 Sept. 6 Abraham and the wicked city
{Genesis 18 16-33).

37 13 Moses and the rebellious people
(Exodus 32: 25-35).

38 20 Joshua's interrupted prayer (Joshua
7:1-15).

39 27 Elijah’s two great prayers {1 Kings
18 : 30-46).

FOURTH QUARTER
Senior
The parables

Lesson Date

40 QOct. 4 The sower (Matthew 13).
41 11 The good Samaritan (Luke 10).
42 13 The great supper {Luke 14).
43 25 Seeking the lost {Luke 15).
44  Nov. 1 The ten virgins {Matthew 25).
45 8 The talents (Matthew 25).
46 i5 Revision.
47 22 Revision.
A noble queen
48 29 Esther takes Vashti’s place (Psther
1:t-2:20).
49 Dec. 6 The hatred of Haman (Esther
2:21—6:14),
50 13 The banquet and after (chapters
7-10).
The Christmas message
5t 20 The Son of Man.
52 27 The Son of God.

Intermediate

A living sermon.
Forbid them not.

So great faith.

A lesson at playtime.

“ Remember the word:”

Night-time survey.

Enemies and example.

The meceting at the water

pate {3 : 1).
Acting on the Word.

Answered differently.
“ If nat, blot me out,”
€ Get l.lp."

Fire and water.

Intermediate

Broadcasting.

Rescued by a stranger.

Any excuse.
Lost and found.

Wise and foolish.
Faithful and slothful.

Revision.
Revision.

Esther and Mordecai.
Haman the terrible.

Faith rewarded.

A Child is born.
A Son is given.

Junior

All eyes on a child.

Let the little ones come,
Crumbs from the table,
It isn't fair! ™

The king's cup-bearer.
Getting starfed.

The fox and the wall.
Getting things right.

Spring-cleaning God's
house.

For ten ?
After the golden calf.
God stops a prayer.

One man—and God.

Junior

Sowing and reaping.

He came to the rescue.

They missed a feast!

Lost sheep, lost coin,
lost son,

Their lamps went out.

Busy and lazy.

Revision.

Revision.

How Esther became
queen,
The king could not sleep.

The falt of Haman.

The Baby in the manger.
God with us.

Place your regular order for

TEACHERS’

HANDBOOK

It is for all teachers and for those deeply interested in learning more of the Scriptures,
Single copies, 2/10 (including postage).

Write to E.Y.M., 20 Clarence Avenue, London, S.W.4
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