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EXPOSITORY TIMES. 

MANY books about the Future have been published 
since the War began. Two of them 31e of supreme 
value, the volume called Immortality, edited by 
Canon STREETER, and the. volume with the title of 
The World to Come a,id Fina{ Destiny, written by 
the Rev. J. H. LECKIE, D.D., and just published 
by Messrs. T. & T. Clark (10s. net). Both 
volumes are written by men wh,o have given to 
this difficult subject specia! study, and both are 
written with an easy mastery of the English tongue. 
The sense of style is perhaps more apprewable 
in Dr. LECKIE's book, but Canon STitEETER and 
Mr. EMMET, to name only two of the writers of the 
other, are quite incapable of writing an infelicitous 
sentence. The two volumes agree also in another 
and even more momentous matter. 

Their writers take it for granted that no one will 
be fi~ally lost. They take it for granted. It ha~ 
become a settled fact for them and for every one 
of them. They under.stand that it has become an 
assured belief for_ the generation they live in. 

Is it the War that has done it? The men who 
have been killed have been good and bad. They 
have had the name of God on their tongue, ·some 
reverently, some blasphemously. But because they 
have been taken suddenly, and because they have 
died for their country, nobody has J;>een able to 
send them, after death, the one to heaven and the 
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other to hell. Poet or preacher, there has scarcely 
been a moment's hesitation in saying of every one 
of them: 

And when He saw his work on earth was done, 
He gently called to him, My son, my son, 
I need thee for a greater work than this. 
Thy faith, thy zeal, thy fine activities 
Are worthy of My larger 'liberties. 

Then drew Jim with the hand of welcoming 
grace, 

And side by side they climbed the heavenly 
ways. 

But the War has not done it all. For a long 
time before the War poets had written quite 
unanimously of their confidence t~at no one would 
be finally lost. And before the War preachers 
had been as unanimous in a,roiding texts that 
seemed to speak of everlasting punishment. The 
poets are interpreters to men of their own minds. 
The preachers are interpreters of the mind of God 
Both have to adapt their interpretation to the spirit 
of their time. And both had already recognized 
that the spirit. of their time-not the worldly but 
the Christian spirit-could not receive the doctrine 
of everlasting punishment. 

Now the preacher's difficulty is that that doctrine 
is in the Hible. It is not in the Bible quite so 
frequently as it is popularly supposed to be. 



Tlllt EXPOSITORY TIMRS. 

Th1'l'I' hns ht>en debRte about the• Apo~tlr 1'11111, 
hut 1,11 s,,me lime the opinion hu hccn prclly 
1warly R st'ttlc-d one among scholnn thnl 1'11111 waR 

on the Judgment sr.~ne in the Rnnk nf E,ior/1, and 
might almost he reconRtructr.,I, ~o far as its imagery 
and accessorieR go, out of the "revelation" 

, a uniYt"l~al ist. Of the other wrilerR there hae literature.' 
ncv1.'r lwcn much dispute. The dillicully ie that 
our Lord Himself seems to have <lcclnrcd the 
d1wm of the lost to '6c for ever. And that 
difficulty rumaios. 

l t remains in one passage. All the other refer
cm·es it seems to be possible to understand without 
the necessity of finding the doctrine of everlasting 
punishment in them. It i~ the passage about the 
sheep and the goats in the twenty-fifth chapter of 
St. Matthew. 

M.r. EMMET in Immortality could not get over 
that passage. He resorted to the startling measure 
of claiming the right to go beyond Christ. It was 
credible to Christ that those· on His left hand 
should go away into everlasting punishment 
pr~pared for the devil and his angels. . It is not 
credible to us. We must go beyond Christ. 
How is that in our power? Christ Himself h~s 
put it into our power. It is the Spirit of Christ in 
us that has made it impossible for us to believe in 
everlasting punishment. Mr. EMMET looks upon 
it as one of the greater works which He said we 
should be able to do after (and because) He had 
gone to the Father. 

Dr. LECKIE is just as much arresteq by the 
passage in St. Matthew as Mr. EMMET. But he 
takes another way with it. He believes that Jesus 
never uttered the objectiQPable words. 

Dr. LECKIE does not deny the genuineness • of 
the whole passage. He says : 'There is, indeed, 
no apocalyptic passage in the Cospels that is more 
certainly interwoven with elements that are char
acteristic of the, Saviour.' But he thinks that it 
may not be a verbatim report of His words. • It 
is an elaborate piece of literary apocalypse, highly 
allusive, and showing an in~imate acquaintance 
with the Jewish books. It is evidently founded 

And as for its cloaing rleclaration, ' These shall 
go away info eternal puni11hment, but the righteous 
into eternal life,' that, says Dr. LECKIE, 'is 
probably no part of the parable. It seems to be 
a comment of the Evangelist or of some later 
scribe; since it really distracts attention from the 
main purpose of the pas1;age, which is not to 
declare the duration of punishment, but to explain 
the principle of judgment.' 

Now both these , remedies are somewhat 
desperate. Are we bound to them ? There are 
two considerations. 

The first is that Jesus was a prophet. Now the 
prophet has nothing to do with time or place. He 
speaks in the name of God, to whom one day is 
as a thousand years and a thousand years are as 
one day, and who is as ready to build Jerusalem in 
England's green and pleasant land as in the land 

..,of C.naan. When Isaiah represented God as 
saying, 'Before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear,' he did not mean 
to _ assert that God answers every prayer the 
moment it is uttered. He spoke in terms of time, 
but his thought was of certainty. When the Syro
Phc:enician woman came to Jesus with her prayer, 
He answered her never a word. She prayed !lain ; 
again He put her off. A third prayer was needed ; 
time was spent; the dis,ciples were becoming 
annoyed, 'Send her away, she crietb after us.' 
But the answer to her prayer- was absolutely sure 
from the first. Jesus also, with this example, could 
say, 'Before they call, I will answer ; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear.' 

We are quite out of it therefore when we pursue 
the Greek word aionios through all its occurrences 
to find out whether it means everlasting or not. 
The idea of time is not in all Christ's thought. It 
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is the idea of l'l'l"tAillty. What He snys I le sny~ 

of course in lnn~11Aµ.n ,lhat will be intelligible to 
His hearers. What He n1cans to say, that shall 
be intelligible to 11~ nil, is that sin ie certainly 
followed by retribution. He knows the Universe, 
and He know~ the God of the Universe, and He 
warns those who hear Him that well-doing will 
assuredly be reward~d and ill-doing as assuredly 
punished. • It is no more, though it is more 
authoritative, thnn St.· Paul's, 'be not deceived, 
God is not mocked ; whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.' 

That is the first thing; The second is that He 
was speaking to the religious people of His day. 
Now we have to realize that our Lord's whole 
ministry was determined by the fact that society 
was dividetl sharply into two classes, the righteous 
and the sinners ; that th~ righteous counted them
selves all right simply becablse -they observed out-

. wardly the precepts of the Mosaic Law, and that 
they despised the sinners; telling them that there 
was no hope for them either in this world or in the 
world to come : 'This people which knoweth not 
the Law is cursed.' , 

Jesus set His face against that attitude. He 
told some of His parables directly to contradict it 
-the Parable of the Two Sons, thef Parable of the 

., Pharisee and the Publican, the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. In' the twenty-fifth chapter of St. 
Matthew we see Him again before those persons 
who trusted in themselves that they were rigbteous 
and despised others, telling them that the principle 
upon which the judgment of God rested was 
conduct. And their conduct was discove11ed by 
their attitude to these despised sinners. Treat 
these •sinners' well, He said, and you will hear 
God's voice saying, • Come, ye blessed'; treat 
1 hem ill and you will receive the due reward of 
your deeds. 

Sometimes He seemed to condemn all the 
righteous together. 'Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisee-, hypocrites.' He does not do so here. 

H.- ~imply H!Rte1 the principle of God'~ j11dl(mf!nt, 

llnll l1~nve11 r.vcry man to search hit own r.r,n~r-ir.nr.r. 
with it. Hut ju~t as He is speakin?; In thr: ri?;htr:011~, 
so iA lie epeaking of them. We are thr:refr,re 
entirely out or it again when we apply Hia lanl(u~e 
to lhc sinners. It is the sinners that llr: i11 careful 
for. They are His Brethren. No doubt thr.y are 
unworthy; but He is careful for the lr:ai;t, the 
moat unworthy of them all. He is sending none 
of them to Gehenna. He is sending those righteo11s 
persons there w,ho despise and neglect them. 

The foregoing Notes were written, and Phillips 
Brooks's Essays and A ddresus was • being run 
through for another purpose, when this passage 
leaped into sight (it occurs in the Essay on the 
Teaching of Religion): 'When men cry out against 
the teaching of an everlasting hell to which they 
have long listened, nothing could be more mis
taken than to try to win thei_r faith by a mere 
sweeping aside of the whole truth of retribution ; 
nothing could be more futile than to try to make 
them believe in God by stripping the God we offer 
them. of His divine attributes of judgment and 
discri~ination. But if there comes, as there must 
come, •out of the tumult a deeper sense of the 
essential, the eternal connection between character 
and destiny ; if men ·looking deeper into spiritual 

1 
life are taught to see that the ,vrath of God and 
the love of God are not contradictory but the 
inseparable utterances of the one same nature ; 
if punishment be fastened close to sin as the 

• shadow to the substance, able to go, ct!rfai11 to 
go, where sin can go a11d 110Wh1,- e.ls~then the 
t11mult will bring a peace of deeper and com
pleter faith. But surely it will not be easier for 
a man to believe the new and deep than the old 
crud~ doctrine. It will lay an even deeper and 
more awful burden on his conscience. It will 
make lite more and not less solemn, when men 
come to see and feel the punishment in the sin 
than when they listened for the threats of punish
ment as men at sea listen for the breakers on the 
shore while they are sailing in smooth waters, 



THE EXPOSITORY TIMl,:S. 

which gi,·c them no intinrntion ol how far away or 
1w:u the breakers ar<'.' 1 

• I believe that if Go1l l'onld end such things as 
the horror_ of war and dl'stroy the world's evil to
morrow He would, :md that the simpl~ reason 
why He doesn't is that I le- cnn't. I can s~e 
nothing else to believe and still keep my sanity 
and rationality. Can yon ? ' 

What are you to do with a man who puts a 
question like that? You answer him Yes, and you 
become like him. You answer him No, and you 
make him wise in his own conceit. We hear of 
reconstruction after the war. The most urgent 
form of reconstruction in n case like this is re
construction of the man himself. 

It is Mr. Edm.und Henry RERMAN, His book, 
which has just been published by Messrs. Hurst & 
Blackett (3s. 6d. net), has a question for title: lJo 
We Need a New Idea of God 7 The answer is, of 

course, in the affirmative. We are always in need 

of a new idea of God. It is the duty o(. every 
generation to form its own idea of God. If it • 
takes over the idea of some other generation, the 
idea of God will be of little use to it. Interpreta
tion is the first duty of the t~~chers of every time. 
And interpretation means the discovery and 
delivery of an idea of God that can be, received 
by ' the modern mind.' 

a 

Now in our time the modern mind is both a 
scientific and a democratic mind. And Mr. 
REEMAN takes full account of both. The scientific 
mind, he says, has a scientific conception of life 
whicli demands a scientific conception of God. 
And it must be new, wholly new. 'For the simple 
fact is that between two such absolutely irreconcil
able ideas as the newer scientific conception of life 
and the older theological thought of God there can 
be no compromise. And since it is impossible 
logically to believe both, we must choose one or 
the other.' 

1 Phillips Brooks, EHays a11d llriclreues, 50. 

The cll'!11101:rntic rnind al~o dcmandA a ,,,·w 

conception of ( ~ocl. Mr. RRRMAN is intr,rr.!ltwl in 
science; he i11 11111ch more interested in dr.mo.-:ra,.y. 
If 11cic11cc cnll!I for a reconstruction of the ,,Id id~a 

of God, democracy demands an entirely m:w f ~r,d. 

'The most urgent and stupendou11 prohlr.m for 
modern theology and religion centres in the r,ne 
question-Can the thought of God be anyh,,w 
reshaped in terms of democratic outreach and in 
such a manner as to be harmonious therewith and 
to serve as an interpretation of democracy? h 

the conception of a democratic God anyhow 
possible? And, if so, what sort of a God will it 
be that such a conception will give us?' 

The answer is a God, if it can be called a 

God, that is purely mechanical or material. Mr. 
REEMA~ calls it a Life-Force. For ':i.t the core, 
of the universe's life' the(e exists 'a mighty, mystic 
power which, to avoid the use of terms that may 
confuse our thought by their ordinary association, 
let us call a Life-Force. Throughout all its 
manifold activities the universe as it is known to 
the consciousness of man everywhere reveals not 
only initial impulse, but a continual urge. Then: 
is something back of all that we see and know th~t 
is fqr ever pushing things on, and that is everywhere 
and all the time present. It is the inner essence 
of all evolving\life and the vitality and stability of 
every law by which life is anywhere and everywhere 11 

sustained. It is present in every one of us,' and, 
though we cannot tell for what it may be, it is 
using us as 'one medium of its activity. Sometimes 
it would almost seem, as George Bernard Shaw 
somewhere says, as. if it were taking us by the 
scruffs of our little necks and compelling and 
coercing us in spite of ourselves to serve its tasks 
and purposes. It is this Life-Force in man that 
has made him what he is, and all that he is. Not 
only are we identified with this Life-Force in th1:: 
most vital sense and altogether dependent upon it, 
but in a profoundly true sense WE ARE THE L1n:
FoRCE OPERATING IN A CERTAIN DIRECTION.' 

The capital letters with which that paragraph 
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ends :m• Mr. RF.1'MAN's. And the Hrnt,·111·1• 

dcsent•s ,·apilnl letters. For this is Mr. R1r.HMAN's 

< ~nd. It is C'\'ident that what we need is 1101 a 
new i1!.-n of (;0{1, but a new Goel. Hut what 
has this 1ww (;od to do with democracy? Mr. 
RitXMAN Answers, Everything. He is dcrm,>cmcy. 
'So then '--th,~se are his words-' it becomes no 
less trnc to say that God is democracy than· to Hny 
that God is love, since in the realm of socinl 
consciousness democracy represents a development 
no less definite and important than that which 
love represents in the realm of ethical qualitjes.' 

That sentence shows us where we are. Mr. 
RREMAN wants a God who is scientific and 
democratic; he is not looking for a God who is 
ethical. Science and democracy together make 
up progress, and progre~s is Mr. REEMAN's name 
for human welfare. The Christian God is a God 
of love, and Mr. REEMAN has no place for Him. 
He does find room for good-wi)l between man and 
man, ' a generous good-will ' ; but it is the out
come, not of the ethical choice ·of love, but of the 
urge of the Life-Force which he can neither obey 
nor disobey, but simply run on before. 

And , now also we see why Mr. REEM AN is dis
satisfied with 'the old idea of God.' He has 
discovered that it is made up of three conceptions . 
-sin, salvation, and judgment.. If it is, then 
cerfainly to science and democracy, without ethics, 
it is a most inadequate combination. It is even 
offensive. ' For it is quite possible that the though,t 
of sin, salvation, a~d j~dgment will stand in the 
way of progress, whether scientific• or democratic, 
or both. 

The book just noticed is worth the notice it has 
received. For if there is one word more than 

would have been fooliqh if in limr., it would be 
futile now becau~e to,, IRt,:. I h:mol".racy has 
come. Says the Rev. (~. A. Studd,:rt K ~'.NNF,OV, 

in his book The Ilardttl /',irt (Hodder & 
Stoughton; 5s. net) : 'I Wall driven tr, this truth 
nhout the British soldier by my wande~ings as a 
preacher throughout the base!! and the armies in 
Lhc field, and I was driven ai(ainst my will, for, in 
many ways, the prospect frightens me.' 

What is the truth? That the one and only 
subject the British soldier is intercst_ed in, the one 
and only thing he has been anxiously fighting for, 
is Democracy. ' Everywhere I find among the 
men of the army that this is the one great thing 
that touches them and rouses real enthusiasm. 
They do believe in bemo~racy.' Those are Mr. 
KENNEDY'S words. 

~ 

Does it mean that the British soldiers are 
·republicans? It does not mean that. The British 
soldier, and his British chaplain, can be thrilled 
by the singing of the National Anthem. 'I never 
was thrilled by " God say~ the King " before. As 
a rule it leaves me cold_; to-day it sent a tingling 
down my spine and gave me a lump in my throat. 
I wonder why. I suppose I am a bit upset really; 
hell is bad for the nerves. The parade was pretty 
awful too, so many splendid chaps absentees; it 
gets on one's nerves. I suppose I am a bit 
windy. We are all in for it again the day after 
to-morrow, and there will be more absentees. 
" The King " sounded so dauntless and determined. 
It seemed like the song of a thousand martyrs 
on their road to death. Morituri fe salutamus 
business, only in a nobler cause. It thrilled one 
like, a great confession of,faith.' 

' It i~ not a matter of politics at alL It is a 

another which has captivated the minds of men at matter of individuality. It is the offspring of the 

the present moment it is the word I Democracy.' 
And that book, as clearly, as any book we have 
seen, utters a warning significantly. 

new sense of the worth of every single human 

being. And-- the remarkable circumstance is 
that t?i\. sense has arisen on the battlefield 
where the individual life is s~emingly of so little 

It is not a warning against Democracy. That account. 1 
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Hul it i~ ,l,111hlf\il if the baltlrfield doe1 11:iv1• a 

man l lw in1prr~~it111 lhnt the individunl lifr i11 of 
little n,·,·onnt. I fr Arcs men fall in great nnmbr.u : 
he tRk<'R pnrt in the wholesale slaughter. llnt 
none of thr-~f' lhing11 makes him think his own lifr 
of little Rcc-011111. It is because his life i11 dear to 
him that he scll1 it at the highest price in hiA 
power. And thr.n the battlefield makes him think. 

That is lhe secret. The war has compelled the 
men who hn,•p been in it to think, and to think in 
close relation to themselves. It has made them 
ask why they arc there. It has driven them to 
find an answer, and to find it at once. And the 
answer is that they have determined to make it 
impossible for one man, h~wever exalted, ever 
again to make war on his own responsibility. It 
has made them resolve that, as far as in them lies, 
every man shall henceforth 1lave a right to a voice 
in the government of his country. 'This convic
tion,' says Mr. KENNEDY, 'is the only one of an 
ultimate kind that I find common and intense 
throughout the British Army. If they have any 
religion, it is centred in this idea of Democratic 
Freedom. This is their faith, vague and shadowy, 

, but enormously powerful and big with mighty 
issues, good and evil, for. the days that are to 
come.' 

'Big with mighty issues, good and evil.' Yes, 
that is the point. Democracy is not all good or 
inevitably good. Mr. REEMAN's book has made 
that clear enough to be seen and read of all men. 
It is very clear to Bishop GoRE for one. 

r.vcry individual person. rt m~An~ 'that evt'.ry 

human person count~ for on~, and no on,._ i::ount" 
for more than one; that nothin,; r11.r1 justify the 
misusing of any person in the intr.rc,it <,f another 
man's profit or pleasure; that r.vtry ''""- born into 
the world has a divine right to the opportunity of 
making the best of himself or hcr11t'.lf and doing 
the best service of which he ie r.apablr..' 

Next, there is the idea that the welfare of the 
community should be supreme over the profit of 
the individual. 'The individual cannot be allowed 
to "do what he will with his own," if he is thereby 
damaging the common life.' The basi9 of society 
must be brotherhood and mutual service. 

Thirdly, just a.s 'the interest of the community 
shall be dominant over the individual and family, 
so the interest of the whole group of nations must 
be made effectively supreme over the ambition of 
any one.' 'While the war has intensified patriot
ism, it • has also made us feel afres.h what an 
intensely dangerous virtue patriotism is. It be
comes so easily corporate selfishness and lust of 
domination. Germany is before our eyes as an 
exartiple of the-. false exclusive patriotism which 
threatens· the welfare and liberty ·of every other 
nation. This is why we feel that we are fighting 

, against Germany for what is vital, and most fight 
on till the militarist ambition of Germany is dis
credited and defeated.' 

These are the great icleas which the war has 
thrown up. They may be comprehended, we say, 
under the one -word .!·Democracy.' So far as the 

Bishop GORE has been delivering his visitation • soldier or the civilian has thought out what Demo
addresses, and now he publishes them along with cracy means to him, it means these three, 'the 
some other pertinent papers in a volume with the idea of the equal right of every person to the 
title of Dominant Ideas and Co,-rective Pn"nciples opportunities of the best life; the idea of tbe wel
(Mowbray.; 3s. 6d. net). In the very first address fare of the community as supreme over the selfish 
he say& that there are three great ideas no~ domi- self-aggrandisement of the individual: tbe idea of 
nant, and these three ideas are comprehended the fellowship of nations as supreme over the 
under the one word 'Democracy.' _, ambition of each by itself.' 

There is first the idea of the e1tual worth of Now these ideas are not contrary to Cblistianity. 
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They are ( '.hrisliRnily RI work in ile ethical ancl 
social relatiomhip~. And the duty that lies before 
the Church is 1101 to d1·11011nce Democracy, but lo 

direct it into the rip;ht chnnnels, remembering that, 
in Mr. Studrlcrl K 1i:N N1mv's words, it is 'enor

mously powerful and hi!-\ with mighty issues, good 
and evil, for the dnys that are to come.' 

It is not impossible, For the Bishop of Oxford 
asserts, and he is right in asserting, that men are 
not turning away from Christ, but rather turning 
to Christ as the prophet of the true . humanity. 
The men, he says, who have discovered Democracy, 
have discovered also that all that it rightly covers 
is to be fou11d in Christ. And he says they are 
turning upon the Church and demanding, 'Why 
have you left us to find all this out from more or 
less alien sources, as if it were no part of the 
Christian refigion? Why have you left it to men 
who do net ·belong to the Church to re-discover 
these truths? Why have you professed followers 
of Jesus Christ been so stupidly ,acquiescent in 
just those very evils which, in the name of your 
Master, you ought to have been denouncing? 
Why have you not stood up for justice-stood up 
for the oppressed add underpaid and underfed 
and ill-housed? Why have you not been scandal
ized by the extremes of wealth and poverty? Why 
did you acquiesce in a false philosophy, manifestly 
anti-Christian? Why have you been satisfied with 
a national Christianity, and. forgotten your super

national society ? ' 

These things are all in Christ, and only in 
Christ can they be made powerful for good. 
Christianity 'has said that all men are meant for 
liberty, but that they will never really be free save 
through the redeeming power of Christ and of His 
Spirit. " If the Son maketh you free, ye shall be 
free indeed." "Where the Spirit is Lord, there is 
liberty.'' Or again, it has said that all' men are 
meant for brotherhood, but that it is only in Christ 
that real brotherhood can be established. On_ce 
more Christianity declares that the purpose of 
God can only be realized in a fellowship of all 

mnnkin,I ; hut it also recognizes hf>w ,1,-~p in 

fnll~n humnn nRture is the narrowneH an<I exr.h1-
Aiveru:A11 or a fal~e patriotism, and how th<,rrn1~h a 
chanKe or heart is needed if men are to recf>gn11.e 
real fdlow!lhip with those of other races.' 

And AO we dis_cover the danger of Demnr.rar.y. 
If it i.neiHtA on its rights and forgets it!, re!!pon11i
bilitic1, its power will certainly be for evil. And 
there is no way of preventing that catastmphe 
other than the way which was pointed out by 

Christ Himself. 'History has proved abundantly 
that our Lord was a profoundly true prophet when 
He told men that they needed personal redemption 
as the means to social salvation, that "except a 
man be born again, he cannot see, or enter, the 
kingdom of God.'' And Christianity in its earliest 
history did really vindicate its claim to show the 
way to a true humanity. The Church did appear 
as a real brot•herhood, which showed its capacity 
to be world-wide, and really enabled men to feel 
themselves free and spiritually equal, bound 
together in a fellowship of mutual service. It did 
this, not because it "!as primarily humanitarian, 
but because it put God first and believed in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Son of God, and set itself to 
live by His teaching, and kept its standard of 
membership high and searching.' 

Are we entitled to speak of a Soldier's Gospel? 
St. Paul spoke of a Gospel which he called his 
own : is the soldier entitled to his own Gospel? 
Dr. W. J. DAWSON counts him entitled. In that 
surprising book called The Father of a So/die, 
(Lane; 4s. net), there is, he says, 'a Gospel of the 
Trenches.' It is the soldier's Gospel, and Dr. 
DAWSON says the soldier has won his title to it. 

. . 
The Gospel of the Trenches contains two 

doctrines. The first doctrine is that there is a life 
beyond death. Dr. DAWSON puts tha~ doctrine 
second, but logically and systematically it comes 
first. There is a life beyond death. Dr. DAWSON 

himself has just discovered it. 
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Dr. P \ \\'Sl'N hns ht•en n prl'nl'lll'r of the Gospel 

for snme thirty or fo!tY y1•111·H, )'d he has just made 
this discovery. It is; of n,mRc, n traditional belief. 
It is an inseparable pnrt of ( '.hristianity. But like 
most traditional beliefs it hns little real vitality. 
It has no firm p:rip upon the mind. '.{ know,' says 
Dr. DAWSON, 'how little rrnl vitalify it has had for ' 
me by the pains which I hnve taken to ~aintain 
it. I have buttressed it by all sorts of vulnerable 
analogies drawn from natut'@', by the chance words 
of science, by the assertions of poets, by the rare 
conviction that visits the mind when a great man 

disaJ:>pears from the theatre of action, that the 
qualities of his mind and character cannot be 
utterly extinguished. But the doubt remains, 
and for one aiialog/ that points to the survival of 
human personality a hundred suggest its extinc
tion. It is probable that most intellectual_ men 
who have a real interest in religion, in their secret 
thoughts, never move far beyond the dying declara
tion of John Sterling, that he anticipated death 
with much of hope, and no fear.' 

But to Dr. DAWSON the life beyond death has 
I- • 

become a real belief to-day: It 1s 'strong. enough 
to stand firm without the vain buttresses of pre
carious analogies.' How has he. gained it? 'I 
have learned it from no theologian; I have been 
persuaded to it by no elaborate argument; it is 
the natural deduction drawn from the grim but 
splendid facts of war. It is the soldier's faith.' 

Letters had been comi.ng from his son who ,was 
a soldier in the trenches. In all the letters this 
truth is assumed. For 'the soldier sees his tom
rade, who yesterday was a sentient, thinking, fore
seeing creature, .smashed into pulp by an explosive 
shell. His body has disappeared sc/ completely 
that only a handful_ of pitiful fragments remain to 
witness that it once existed. . He is no philosopher, 
but some inward voice assures him that thi; hand
ful of battered clay is not his comrade. He speaks 

• » Th of him as not dead, but as "gone west. e 
west for him represents all that was most precious 
in life-the prairie farm, the ranch house in i~s 

orchRr<IR, the child, the wife, the h<,me he l<1v~d 
and toiled for-Ao he has "gone west."' 

- 'The phraA1: is not to be analysed, but 111 

implicnlion i11 clear-the body scattered in the 
mire of Flanders is not the man. The mar, has 
passed on, and taken with him all that composed 
his personality, his gaiety and courage, his un~~lli~h
ness and heroism, and all the "endearing blend o( 

his faults and virtues." The tragic ease with 
which the body vanishes from sight convey, the 
sense of ~omething unreal in his disappearance. 
So, in his simple way, not arguing the matter or 
being capable of ,argument, the soldier a11umes 
human imm9rtality as a necessrt"y of ~ought.' 

'He could not go on with the work of war with
out it. He could not believe in God unless he 
believed that the spirit of a man retfirned to God 
when the red earth received the pot;r,:rnnants of 
the broken body. He stands upon a field covered 
with the dead, and hears his Commander say, 
"As regards our comrades, who . have lost their 
lives-let us speak of \Jlem with our caps off-my 
faith in the Almi&i'lty is such that I am perfectly 
sure that when men die, doing their duty and 
fighting for their country . . . no matter what 
their past lives have been, no matter what they 
have done that they ought not to have done (as 
all of us 'do), I am perfectly sure that the Almighty 
takes them and looks after them at once. Lads, 
we cannot leaye them\ better than like that." He 
hears °the bra:ve mess_age, and he accepts it as a 
vital gospel; and the wor.ds, which he may have 
heard many times as an idle boast become to him 
a"-trumpet sounding over these fields of inhuman 
slaughter,, "0 Death, where is thy sting? 0 
Grave, where ilr thy victory?"' 

The second doctrine of the Soldier's Gosp.:l is 
the belief that the life beyond death is the reward 
of his peroism in this life. 

·That doctrine is not so traditional as the other. 
It is not quite so undeniable a part of Christianity. 
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Is t lll'l'C' 11111 somc-lhing of ll surpri~•• in I hr- vi~or1111s 
nss,,,·1i,,11 of it hy so ardent nn cvn11f.!.1'li1·11l, nnd so 
~111'1'1'~shll l\ll evnngelist, as Dr. W. J. I IAWSON? 

lt is R new dis~overy also. Unlikl' tlw clo1'lrine of 
thl' future- life, he had not even heli<~vcd thlll he 
h<'lir-wd in it before. He is (horoughly nncl joy
fully 1·01winccd of it now. 

.-\nd the lirst effect of it is to give him a new 
c-111weption of Christ. He says: 'I find I have 
hc-en deceived by the stress laid upon His meek
ness and His lowliness; even by the emphasis put 
upon His loving-kindness. These qualities have 
bt>en interpreted to me as amiability. But I see 
• I 

now that Christ was not an amiable• person, fo~ 
amiability is weakness. An amiable Christ would 
never have given deliberate offence to the rulers 
of His nation, and would not ha~e been crucified. 
He would never have insisted on men forsaking all 
whom they loved to follow Him; He would have 
been too tender-hearted. There was a sternness 
in His character which made Him terrible. He 
was against all soft and selfish modes of life. 
He could be pitiful toward error, but He had 
no mercy on complacent eas~ and deliberate 
cowardice. The whole impact of His life and 
teaching was to create heroes, ,and He did create 
them out of the ~ost. unpromising material.' 

The Gospel of Heroism is thus I the Gospel of 
Christ. And the soldiers have it. 4'hey do not 
claim it, certainly. , They do not themselves call 
it so. ' They are unconscious of their' own hero
ism. If we met them they would not remind us 
in the least of saints and apostles. They ,have 
faults, and some of them have vices. Their vi~tues 
they are accustomed to disguise ; they would 
count it immodest' to display them. But the 

virtue is thcrt-, th~, q11pr,~mr. virtur. of self-surrender 

to which Chri~tiariity it~~lf n,akr.~ its appeal, in 
respon~e to which m~rt 1:xt:r.t:d their own nature~, 

. and become the true ~11p1:rmen of the realms nf 
the spirit.' 

They do not claim the heroism, and they do not 
call for the reward of it. They simply take the 
reward for granted. 'A friend has just left my 
house whose boy ha11 het:n home on his last leave 
before going overseas. He is only eighteen, and 
young for his age. He has been trying to enlist 
ever since his seventeenth birthday. He succeeded 
at last, and joined by choice a branch of the 
service which is generally regarded as the most 
dangerous. Speakin·g of him, his father said, "Of 
course he expects to die. They all do." The 
words were uttered calmly, as though they expressed 
a commonplace I ' 

'How does a boy of eighteen arrive at such a 
th~t? There is only one way-the profound 
co¢iction that death is not the great disaster 
which a comfortable civilization supposes it to b~. 
Years do not make a life. De~ds afford• the only 
authentic measurement of life.- Life is a quality 
of the spirit ~er which death has no power. 
There is no greater vic~ory possible to the spirit of 
a man than the temper which ignores death at the 
call of duty.' This boy of eighteen has won that 
victory. All these men of whom my son writes 
have won it, won it so completely that when 
volunteers are asked for some perilous service, 
from which it is certain only one or two can return, 
the difficulty is not to find volunteers but to 
restriin the men who jostle and outbid one 
another ii) the effort to secure the cha;1,ce of 
dying.' 

+·-.-----




