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1:16 Tlm EXPOSITORY TIMJtfl. 

trnth in that convidion, whi .. h rrcurs in varying 
fnrms, that man can ro op,·mt~ with these Realitie!l, 
and the better his eoiw,•pt ion of them, the more 
dTecti,·e and pcrmanl'nl the rt'~ult or his activities? 
If the (;real War may hi· rq,::m\cu ns the conflict 
between truer and folRt·r co1wcplions of the nature 
of the Universe, we shnll only be deceiving our
selves if we think that there nre not other false 
conceptions. All our efforts to spread our 

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

F,iR the Sunda_rs in Adomt, consider the purpose 
of Clzrist in coming into the world. 

I. To fulfil the Law a,id Ike Prophets_:_Mt 517. 

II. To give His life a Ransom-Mt 2 0 2s. 

III. To offer abunda11t Life-Jn 1010, 

IV. To witness for lhl' Tmtlz-J11 1837, 

Advent Sunday. 
' Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the 

prophets: I am not come lo destroy, but to fulfil.'-Mt 517• 

LITERATURE.-Phillips Brooks, Twenty Sermons, 1886; 
L. Campbell, Some Aspects of tlu Christian 1Ideal, 
1877; J. Stuart Holden, The Confidence of Fat'th, 
1916; J. Cynddylan Jones, Studies in· the Gospel 
tucording to St. llfattltew, 1888 ; F. G. Peabody, 
Momings in the College Chapel,· 1st Ser., 1896; 
W. Scott Palmer, The Ladder of Reality, .1915 ~ K. 
F. Russell, Fatlter Stantott's Last Sermons in ,s. 
A/ban's, Ho/born, 1915 ; D. Swing, Truths for 
To-day, i., 1874; W. Temple, Church and Nation, 

', 1915; J. M. Wilson, God's Progressive Revela#on~ 
of Himself to Men, 1916. 

It has been well said that he who would speak 
to the times must speak from Eternity. The only 
satisfyin'g interpretation of life is that which we get 
when we stand µpon the hills of God, where by 
the side of Christ we are able to see things in their 
true proportion and perspective. Unaided and 
unelevated vision is bound to be mistaken. It is 
only in His light to.at we see light. And nothing 
is more needed to-day than that we should look 
out upon life, not as an insoluble mystery, and 
upon its happenings, not as a hopeless tangle, 
but as the expression of the everlasting nature of 
God. That Christ once came, declaring fully and 
finally the principles and the purpose of the Divine 
Government, makes it possible so to regard life, 

'culture,' to reform people!'!, or in any way tfl 

furthrr t.hP. proi,:reRR of humanity, imply :it hntt,,m 
partic11h1r tlu~ori,~s of the Univer~e and th~ (Jltimatr, 
Realitili!!; hem:,• it would seem only Rdf.~vid~nt 
that a conH1:io11~ly held view on these vital r1ur.~
tionR muRt b,~ I.he precondition of our !'luccesi.. 1 

1 For nn nUrmpt to work out the clata of rdi~i"n on rh~ 
line~ imllr.nt,~d 1tliove, the writer may be permir.r~d rn rr.fr.r ro 
his article ' Ri,li11ion' In the new volume of the E. R. F.. 

even in its most troublous days, without fear or 
panic. To attempt, however, to understand its 

• changing experiences apart from Him is sheer folly 
and hopeless darkness. Christ has not only the 
keys. of death • and . hell, but of Life also. He 
openeth, and no man can shut. He shutteth, and 

• no man can open. 
1. Christ came not to destroy, but to fulfil. A 

great many people still think that Jesus came to 
destroy. The religious life appears to them a life 
of giving up things. Renunciation seems the 
Christian motto. The religious person forsakes 
his passions, denies his tastes, mortifies his body, 
and then is holy. But Jesus always answers that 
He comes not to destroy, but to fill full ; not to 
preach the renunciation of capacity, but the con
secration of capacity. 

(I) Here is your body, with all' its vigorous life. It is a 
part of your religion to fill out your body. It is the temple 
of God, to be kept clean for His indwelling. Not the ascetic 
man, but the athletic man is the physical representative of 
the Christian life. Here is your mind, with all the intellect
ul pUJsuits which engross you. Many people suppose that 
the scholar's life is in asitagonism to the interests of religion. 
But religion comes not. to desqoy the intellectual life. It 
wants not an empty mincl but a full one. The perils of this 
age come not from scholars, -but from smatterers ; not from 
those who know much, but from those who think they 'know 
it all.' 

(2) Under modern unbelief the life of man daily becomes 
narrower. The beliefo in a God and the attendant worship 
of Him, with all its trust, and hope, and virtue, has occupied 
a vast space in human life ; and when to this we add the 
kindred ideas of hftven and endless existence, we have a 
vast worlcl of thought and sentiment, which, when taken 
away from the heart, must leave life narrow inde.:d. But 
thus exactly cloes the criticism of to-day narrow life :ind trans
form it from a stream that widens into an ocean into a little 
threacl which nms between some chemical action and a grave, 
Mod~rn criticism se.:ms a pursuit uf the inlinitdy little, a 
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'""wh t.,, 1hr 111it-1·nMrnpic ntom, not only or 1111111•~ l1111ly, 1,ut 
,,1 hi, \i,111.- nn,l h,1pr. Rel\~ being jt1RI. n~ p,,wrrful for 
Ilh' l 'h1i,1i1111's l;,,,1 n~ ngninsl Him, the ~cnlrM sltuul,1 lu• 
~n,ih· 111111.-,l in 1hr l'hristinn's fnvour by the writ.th! 11[ th11R1• 
p,,sili\'r 11t·li<l1ts, 111ul d111ies, l\nd pleRsurc~, nllll h11111•~, wllh 
whi,·h it n,-.·11pi,·s lhc soul, It fills the hmnnn lilt• lo ovcr
tl,1\\ i1ti,:. 

2, Christ came to fulfil the Old TcRlnmcnt. 

Tlw t'onn,·xion between the Old Testament and the 
Nt'w is nnt merely one of type and antitypc. The 
renl ,,,,nnexion betweeti them is of a deeper kind, 
whirh is expounded in the Sermon on the Mount. 
The sepnrnte commandmerits in the old law might 
all bt· deduced from the one law of love: only 
they forhnde, while love inspi~es; they prescribed 
actions, !,we is an inward principle; they were 
limited !\nd subject to exception, love is infinite, 
universal, and eternal. Hence, when Christ pro
claimed the absoluteness of the law or spirit of 
loYe, He was not destroying the essence 6f the 
Mosaic law. He gave free course to the eternal 
thought of which that law h~d been the local and 
temporary expression, so that the living water that 
was for the healing of the nations, but had been 
artificially copfined for the supposed benefit of 
the chosen people, might well forth afresh and 
inexhaustibly, and be found enough for the supply 
of the whole world. 

(I) The first point that will occu~ to every one is the stress 
Christ ls.id on motive and thought, as compared with result 
and action. He forbade not murder only but anger; not 
adultery only, but the impure thought. These are, of course, 
mere illustrations. It is not possible to exaggerate the 
importance of this complete·alteration of the"sphere of right
eousness from actions· to thought, from deeds to disposition ; 
this discovery of a new standard by which to judge.oneself. 
It was a revolution in morals. We may keep, all the ten 
Commandments and a hundred more, and yet be hard, 
unkind; impure, jealo~s, mean, selfish, complacent - a 
Pharisee in fact-without a trace of the Christian character. 
Christ gave a new and far higher' stan~ard, by making the 
test not our action, but our real selves, 

(2) The next point, perhaps, should be given as the lifting 
or the moral above the ceremopial. The religious Jew at the 
time or Christ was one who carefully observed the law and 
its traditfonal additions, as interpreted by the great Rabbis, 
These regulations governed conduct in curious detail. They 
prescribed, for example, with a qegree of )Jlinuteness almost 
incredible, how often, and when, and ,precisely how, vessels 
and hands were to be washed ; when fingers in washing were 
to be held with the Lips up, and when to be held down ; and 
precisely what made persons, or foods, or places unclean, and 
for how lqng, and how they were to be purified. Now Christ 
saw that, however great their value might have been as discip
line in the past-and that no one would deny-they had now 
become relatively unimportant. He saw thflt they were now 

oh1cnring and misle11<ling m~n•• th11111[ht1 r,( Gnd and right• 
couRness. Ami Ile Mid ~o. Tlirrrfor~ t.hc religious people 
thought Him irreli~iou.~ and n 1,1..-,phr.mrr, ,inrl brought ahr,ut 
lliR !lcath. But frr,m lhnl rcliKi""~ W<trlrl Christ, and llis 
Aposlles after Him, nr,prnl~d 1,, 1hr, rr.vr.lali,,n of the God 
of righteou~nr.Rs, even thrn lnll!nl in 1hr 1-,P,art of the whole 
world, Jew and (;cnlilr, n11d llr, otppel,.lcrl not in vain. 
Suurus judicat orhd. We, d,, w~II ,,, remember that the 
judgment or the outside world r,11 ri:lil(i1,n, a rough-and
rcndy judgment it may lie, l,111 j11~t. nnd final, turns on one 
point only-they judge it liy ii~, fruilA. 'Does it make men 
good?' Temples 11n<l prie,1,, dignity nn,1 wealth, learning 
Rnd privilege, count for little or nothing in that final court. 
' Does your religion m11kc men good ? Y c~ or no.' And the 
world said of eRrly Christilln le:ichini: that it made men good, 
nnd or Pharisaism that it did not. It is by that test that the 
world judges the Church to-d11y, 

(3) One other point. Christ showed that the true service 
of God demands not only our 11bstaining from doing wrong, 
in the hope of savirig our own souls, but actively in every 
way doing right. We are answcmble for the good we neglect 
lo do, as well as for the e~il th;it we c'lo, In this lies a broad 
distinction between Christ's teaching and all that went before 
it. The Old Testament defines duties by 'Thou shalt not.' 
Christ by • Thou shalt.' We infringe Old Testament laws 
when we do things we ought not to have done ; we infringe 
the law of Christ when we leave undone the things that we 
ought to have done; judgment, condemnation, is,prefaced 
in the Old Testament case by the words 'inasmuch as ye did 
wrong'; in the New Testament by the words • inasmuch as 
ye did not do right.' ,. 

This was more than the discovery of a n~ field for 
conduct, a new test of rightness. It did for morals what 
Copernicus and Kepler and Newton combined did for astron
omy. It altered the centre, the point of view. It determined 
the future development of religion. It disclosed the master
principle, the ruling force that gives unity to the whole. 
That master-principle is that God is o_ur loving Father, ~nd 
that all we are brethren in Him ; and that only by showing 
love like His can we be true men, true servants and children 
of God, worthy of the life of our· Father in us, and that life 
is love, 

3, If this is a worthy and dependable inter
pretation of Christ, there should be a growing 
approximation to Him in the lives of His people. 
Our influence must be directed, not toward de
struction, but fulfilment. For we are here to 
represent Him, and to carry on His work.. That 
there is mui;h to be destroyed in the lives of those 
among whom we serve is obvious. But it can 
only be effected .by Christ's own method. What 
is most needtd in those around us is not the 
destructive word of condemnation, so much as the 
encouraging spirit of comradeship. The begin
nings of goodness, of reverence, and of drawing 
to God have often been dest~oyed by the un
Christlikeness of those whose duty il was to mani-
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ksl His Spil'il. On the other hnnd, the1 wnrm 
sympntlw whil'l, llc- ever showed toward 1wPt1 1lw 
frchlt-sl ,ksin·s nnrr God, and which enconrn1,11·cl 
and slimulnlnl lhc most unlikely in llwir 
endl'a\'1,ms, hits oflcn guided and saved despniring 
he11rls wh1•11 mnnifested through His folluwcr11. 
And ii is fpr I hi11 ministry on the part of us nil 
thal llh'sl' 1bys cnll. We can do more for tho!lo 
around ns in their need, for the Church in her 
feGbkn.-ss, and for the nation in its moral want, by 
our own rndc-anmr to live Christ, than by anything 
else. Herr is service for all who name His 
N amc. There is no worthier aim on the part of 
those 10 whmn other service is impossible' than is 
expressed by the man who said : 

L"t me lin~ in a house by the side of the road 
Where the race of men go by-

Men that ,ue good, and meri that are bad, 
As good and as bad as I. 

I would not sit in the scorner's seat, 
N,,r hurl the cynic's ban; • 

Let me live in I\ house by the _side of the road, 
And be n friend to man. 

Second Sunday in Advent. 

' Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.'
Mt 202B. 

LITl!.RATURE.-W. F. Anderson in Drew Sermons, 
1910 ; A. Connel!, The Endless Quest, 1914; B. 
Davies, How to Complete our Lives, 191'6; W. S. 
Hackett, The Land of your Sojournings, 191 I ; H. 
P. Hughes, Ethical Christianity, 1892; H. P. 
Liddon, Advent in St. Paul's, 1891; J. R. Miller, 
The Toi,ch of Cltrisl, 1917; H. C. G. Moule, Prayers 
and Promises, 1896; W. H. Murray, Tke Fruits of 
the Spin't,· 1879; A. Pym, Divine Humanity, 1917; 

' C. J. Ridgeway, The King and His Kingdom, 
1go6; J. Wells, Christ i'n the Present Age, 1903. 

' I have heard it said that .that faithful servant 
of God, the late Professor Scholefield, of Cam
bridge, could never get through the Nicene Creed 
at his Communion Table in St. Michael's Church 
without an audible faltering when he said the. 
words, ' Who for us men and our salvation came 
down from heaven.' Mr. Scholefield's character 
was the opposite of demonstrative and emotional. 
His manner, not his heart, was somewhat reserved 
and cold. But he livt:d near Christ, and meditated 
closely and deeply upon redeeming love.' 1 

This is one of the most familiar, most wonderful, 
1 Bishop H. C. G, Moule. 

rno~t far-reaching Rtat1;pi1:nt, of that r,:rlf'!eming 
lovl'. 

See how it is linked to thf'! Law and the 
l'rophcts. The Psalm RayR, 'Lo, I uime '; the 
(;o~pd says, I I 'tame,; the Epi~tlr, repeats the 
l'R11lm, 'Lo, I come.' What i~ th1: purpose in the 
foreground of the eternal thought u it iR indicated 
in Lhe Psalm, declared in the Go~pel, and explained 
in the Epistle? Is it to sum up JJ umanity under 
n new Head ? Is it to 'redeem by Incarnation'? 
The express purpose is, to do the work which 
'sacrifice and offering,' as offered under the Law, 
could never do. It is that the Incarnate might 
'put away sins by the sacrifice of himself.' Such, 
if the Epistle to the Hebrews is our guide, was the 
ruling purpose in the divine self-consecration. 
The Self-Consecrlltor had in view above all things 
His death, His sacrifice, His blessed expiatory 
work.· ' He took part of flesh and blood,' with 
His brethren, ·, that by means of death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death.' 

1, Now, first, here is both Humiliation and 
Exaltation. 

(1) It speaks of the pain, and yet joy, of an 
untold Humiliation; of the Lord's being 'made in 
all things like unto us, that he might be a merci
ful and faithful high priest, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of his people.' It speaks of His 
divinely willing consent to take upon Him the 
sinless limitations of manhood ; to experience as 
Man what· was meant by growth; what it was to 
weep, and to wonder; what it was to say, 'Thy 
will be done,' not only in the light of the heaven 
of heavens, but urlder the olives of Gethsemane; 
what it was to cry to Him whose will He was 
eternally content to do, 'Why hast thou forsaken 
me?' and to commit His out-going human Spirit 
into His hands in death; 

(2) It was because His death had in it elements 
of self-sacrifice and far-reaching service immeasur
ably greater than any of which patriots or martyrs 
are capable, that God has 'highly exalted him,' 
and given Him 'the name which is above every 
name; that in the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow.' Jesus, once the Carpenter of 
Nazareth, is King of kings and Lord of lords 
to-day because His services and His sacrifices are 
the greatest, that is the kingliest, of ally Even 
His ·own position at the summit of the great 
social hierarchy of His kingdom is not determined 
by caprice or by favouritism. It is His by merit. 
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It is His h,•,·1111s1• I 11· 'cFlmc not to. be mi11isLN1·<l 

untu, hut 111 ministn, nnd lo give his life a rnnso111 
for many.· 

Th~t extnll'nlin,u ilr 1:ith-11 mystic mid poet, Willi,1111 111111,r, 
in his 1,n,,J.. "" _krns11k111 lms n plnte of the Cr(1cilixinn, 
Th<' ntrno,ph,·1t· is s,,mhn•, snvo for one thin ray of s11nshi111• 
thnt rl'v.-nb l 'h1 i,1 1111 lh(' Cross, nnd nl the foot of the Cros~, 
n<'l th,• foinlini.: n11,1lwr, not the beloved disciple, not the 
Centurion Ill' J,,s,·ph llf Arimnlh~a, but a solitary humnn 
figure nf 1111,listini.:nishnhlc type, with outstretched nnm, 
i;azini;: upwnnls t,1 the Christ.· It is the very darin~ of 
genius, which in the 111,,mcnl of His supreme wealmess sets 
the world with its wistful, passionate gesture of appeal in the 
presence of t hr Sufferer. Anµ yet, perhaps, it is neither 
genius nor <inring which 1\Ccomplished so bold an utternnce 
of sacred nrl, hut simple understanding of our Lord's own 
mind. 

2. Next, here is both Service and Sacrifice. 
( 1) ' The Son of man came not to be ministered 

unto, but to minister.' Yes, this is th~ summing 
up of the life this King came to live among men, 
and of the way in which He sought to win .a King
dom. It is His own stateme:i;it of what He ca.me 
to do, and how He came to do it. 'The Son of 
man came not to be a master, but to be a servant.'. 
It is true not only of the first beginnings of His 
reign on earth, when He was the despised and 
rejected of men, but all through. 'As it was in 
the beginning, is: now, and ever shall be.' It is 
the text which He proclaims iri stable and cottage 
and workshop, in the homes where men live and 
the streets where they gather, on the Cross of 
shame on which. the King dies and the Throne 
of glory at the Father's Right Hand on which 
He is seated, as He still ministers to His 
people ; ' He ever liveth to make intercassion 
for them.' 

( 2) All true service is sacrifice. . It is even 
vicarious sacrifice. But this is more. Think of a 
noble-minded Christian mother of a wicked son. 
She feels his sins more than she could have felt 
them had they been her own, for her saintliness . 
has giveQ her the deepest moral insight and the 
keenest sensibility. We cannot gauge·the inten
sity of her pangs of vicarious shame. At last she 
dies from the very same cause to which many 
distinguished physicians ascribe the death of 
Christ-the breaking of the heart under over
whelming spiritual agony. Can we venture to 
believe · that that mother's sufferings are of the 
same kind as Christ's? We must remember that 
Scripture does not speak generally of Christ's 

9 

~,,lforing~, hut spccifirally of Hi~ di,ath. W,: m11~t 
I lt1·11 l'Omparc the death of th,~ rntil I 11:r with the 
clPnl It of Christ. But the motli1'.r i~ nri1 a :;inle~s 
~ttlkri•r; site is not a volunliiry :;11(/,,r,:r; 9),P. does 
11ol foresee and accept her s11ffcrinv;s; ~hP. never 
<lrcnmii that her death will have :ir,y rr:d<:mptive 
virtue whatever; she suffers only for th,: ~in rif one, 
while Christ suffered for the sin of tit<: WfJrld. She 
knows that no mother can by any mean!! redeem 
her eon, nor give to God a ransom for. him 
(l's 497). She would be shocked if any one were 
to tell her that by the vicarious merit of her death 
she would achieve the remission of all her son's 
sins, and make him a child of God and an heir of 
glory. ; 

3, It is sacrifice and service both in Life and in 
Death. 

(1) Jesus appeared on .,earth as One who dared 
all for His great mission. f He dared the annoyance 
and alienation of relatives and friends; He dared 
the opposition of the religion of His day; He 
dared to run counter to the only hopes that seemed 
to keep some spark of courage alive in His own 
subject race. He dared to face the gathering 
hatred and narrowing path that led to rejection 
and death; He dared the most utter loneliness of 
spirit, the loneliness that comes when nobody 
understands. He could say as none else, ' I have 
trod the ~ine-press alone.' • 

(2) He suffered unto death, even the death of 
the Cross. He gave His strength and energy, 
every treasure of His personality.· For a moment 
He seemed to surrender that which made all other 
sacrifices possible, His calm faith in His Father; 
for what else means the' cry, 'Why hast tq.ou for
saken me'? 

If, then, He had His strange attraction and compelling 
power when He walked in lowly fashion as a man, and 
could only give hints and prophecies of His great mission, 
what will the result be when the sacrificial element is 
released and runs out into all His activities ? What new 
meanings are to be compressed within His pity for the 
hungry, His compassion for the si,ck, His sympathy for the 
sinful? What new link is formed with peoples that lie out. 
side the Jewish tradition? Calvary is the convergence and 
the release of the whole love of God, and we can detect the 
thrill of glad assurance in the final command, ' Go and 
preach the gospel to every creature,' for there ~ no probl_em 
to baffie Him, there is no need, personal, social, or racial, 
whi~h He i~ not adequate to meet. The Father hath 
delivered all things into His hanus ; He will draw all men. 
unto Him. 
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Third Sunday In Advent. 

'1 nm C'Olll!' thnt thn· mlf:ht h1l\'l' life, lllld lhlll they mi~ht 
hnve it m<'n' nb1111,l1111tl)•.' ,In 1nm. 

LITRRAT\11rn. N. ll111ln, in l!,rt'vc1·.rity of C!drngr, 
s,.,.,,,,.,,.,, Ill\,';: _I. N, Fil!i:is, Tiu Fdlows!dp of t/u 
ll!J•stn,•, 101.1: T. Mnn,,d, T/,c Gift a11d the J,ife, 
19u: t,. 11. M111iis1111, /'/,,- Aftn·g/ow of God, 1912; 
W. C. K N.-wh,111, iii l'l,.e Contemporary Pulpit, 
2nd Sn. i\',, 1~110: J. Ritson, Life; The Most Won
do.Jiil n,,·,,K in tllf 11·,,,.1,1; J. K. Swinburne, 1,, 
·G/01J• "/ flu Ult /.,11ir n,,rv,., 1916. 

What is the mo~t wonderful thing in the world? 
Ask one of the peasants of an inland village what 
is the most wonderful thing he has ever seen. ' A 
motor car,' is his reply. Then he sees a flying
machine and the motor car takes 'a second 
place. But neither u motor car nor a flying
machine is the most wonderful thing in the world. 

• We are apt to be impressed by the oig things of 
the world-the great mout\tain, the II1-ighty river. 
But the humblest weed that grows in the garden is 
more wonderful th:in ihe greatest mountain; the 
tiniest animalcule that disports itself in a drop of 
water is more marvellous than the mighty river ; it 
has life, and life is the most wonderful thing in the 
world. This wonderful thing assumes myriads of 
different forms, but may be seen at its highest 
in man. Not, however, because he possesses a 
wonderful physical life, or a still more wonderful 
intellectual life, but because he may be dowered 
with a higher life still-life spiritual, life kindred 
with the life of God. Possessed of this life his 
manhood is crowned. 

This was the great message of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Sum up His gospel in a single word, and 
that one· word is Life. Get at the heart of all He 
had to teach, and life is nestling against that heart. 
One thought determines every other thought; one 
fact interprets and arranges everything, and that 
one fact, so dominant and regal, is the deep fact 
of life. Deeper than faith, for faith is but a name, 
unless it issue from a hea,tt that lives; deeper 
than love, though God Himself be love, for without 
life love would be impossible. Life is the rich 
compendium of the gospel, and the sweet epitome 
of its good news, and the word that gathers into its 
embrace the music and the ministry of Chris.t. 
'The words that I speak unto you,' He said, 'they 
are spirit, and they are life.' I I .am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.' 'I am the way, the truth, the life.' 

'I nm the rt!!lttrrection and the life.' A II th11t. He 
Clltnc lo lt!nch ---all that He wae-•i!I ~11mrn~d nnd 
centrr.il in that little word. 

1. There nrc two ways in whic:h men hav,: ~n
d1)AV011re<l lo have abundance of life and t<i livr:: it. 
The lint is by Self-realization. Thi!! mdho<I of 
life dominated Christendom for tw,, h,rndrr::d and 
fifty years, even to the middle of the nin,:tP.enth 
century. At first it glorified the Individual. The 
Perfection of the Individual, this was it, goal. 
This was the watchword of the intcllr:ctual and 
political leaders of the eighteenth and early nine
teenth centuries. But it took its rise in the early 
sixteenth century, in the movement known as the 
Revival of Learning. At this distance, it looks 
like an inevitable reaction from the Middle Ages. 
During that time the individual had little chance 
from either Church or State. It has even been 
said that during the Middle Ages Church and State 
conspired to deprive the individual of his rights .. 
Probably that is not wholly true, if it be interpreted 
to n:iean that the leaders of the Church and State, 
with a perfect1y clear conception of what was really 
due the individual, deliberately planned to de
fraud him of his rights. No doubt the most 
sagacious and influential leaders of the time saw 
clearly how much personal liberty might safely be 
entrusted to the masses of • the people. Yet it 
seems certain that there was on the part of the 
leaders in • Church and State a good deal of selfish 
and wicked exploitation of the helpless many by 
the powerful few. But that was sure to end. 
Little by little the masses of the people acquired 
wealth and power and privilege, and at last, after 
the darkness of ecclesiastical suppression, and after 
the darkness of political tyranny and oppression, 
the. people thr.ew off the authority of a blind Church 
leading the blind, and of a selfish nobility knowing 
no rights but its own desires, and asserted that no 
one may stand between a man and his God nor 
between the individual and his rights-and we 
have the revolution in France, rationalism in 
England, arid in Germany the splendid humanism 
of Kant and of Goethe, Heine and Schiller. The 
glory and splendour of life were for 'every man and 
woman. This ideal expressed itself, in the realm 
of culture, in the term 'self-realization' ; and in 
the realm of religion, in the expression 'the salva-

' tion of the individual soul.' • 
:a. But this desire for self-realization has proved 

to be unworkable. Claiming perfect freedom for 
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the imfo·id11Al, it hns lnnded the individual in ~PlfiRh
ness. Not nwrt•ly Chri~t inn morals, but all RPll8o 

of social dii-1·ipli111• ii- being overruled by the enl(t'r 
self-will of our 11lly 11nd Lhe passion for mnlerinl 
enjoym<'nl nnHllll( the wealthier classes. The 
desire t\) escAp1• from the past and to live only in 
the monwnt i~ wry imperious, and, with the decay 
of the s:rnctions of Puritanism, has become wide
spread. l'ol'ls do h\1t express what is a very pre
valent desire in lines such as these of Mr. Sturge
M:oore: 

Of men !Ill' h-n~l hound is the roving scamnn 
\\'ho hirl'~ himsl'lf to merchantman or pltntc 
For singk "'')-aJ:CS, slnys where he may please, 
Li\·c~ his purst, empty in n dozen ports, 
An~ ne'er ohcy~ !he· ghost of what once wns I 

His l:mgh chimes rcnclily ; his kiss, no symbol 
Of aught IP cnm c, but cordial, eager, hot, 
Lea\"es his lo-morrow free. With him for commdc 
Each day sh1\ll be enough, and what is good 
Enjoyed, ant.I ,vhnt is evil borne or cursed. 

Fulnes
0

s of life is impossible except in obedience 

lo 111,pirr life. And whnt i.s lhl' dnly ,,( Ii(~ t ft i~ nr,1 ,u~-
1piiAili11n, hut service. And whal iq lhl' r·nd ,,( lifr, ,,r, in th~ 
ln111111ngc or lhc New Te~tnment, it.• rr .. wn l It is nr,t a 

, nnwn or gold, or gems, which ,,nP m<1y wr11r (,n hi~ own 
h,·,ul; It i~, ns tlO nook of Revelati,,n ,11y·,, 'a rro,wn ,,r lif,,,' 

lhc incrcnse of capacity, the i,nrir:hmN,t ,,r ,,pp,,rt11nity, 
1hr cl1R11cc lo be or use, the power tr, .n.y with Jrsn, Chri~t : 
'1 Kivc unto them eternal life.' 

3. Now the opportunity of self-denial i~ found in 
Social Service. Still holding to the notion that 
one Is to make the most of him1e!r, we r:ome to see 
that we do and can make the mo~t of this world 
1md of ourselves, not by ourselvc!!, but only in 
relation to others. Our studies in p!!ychology, 
history, and the science of society, a~ well as our 
practical experience of life, have taught that there 
is no such thing as an unrelated human heing. If 
you could find al'P unrelated being, he would not 
be human. If you dep1i e a man of human rela
tions, you destroy him. is a scientific discovery 
that we live the abund t life not as individuals 
but in relation to others. 

to the maxim, ' whosoever will lose his life shall It is never to be forgotten that this social idea of life, so 
save it.' Take. the simplest lesson, universally familiar to us, is the Christian. idea of life. It is the direct 
inculcated by the common judgment of mankind, fruit of Christianity and of Christianity alone. Others, no 

doubt, before Christ had caught the idea, but He alone made 
and a prime necessity of physical existence in it vital. It has. pervaded no civilization save Christian 
undeveloped civilizations. Courage in bodily civilization. It is the spirit of Christ dominant among rnen 
matters, the knightly ideal, means not merely that that has, for us, utterly changed the po~ition of woman, the 
since pain is inevita:ble it must be endured, but care and education of children, the treatment of criminals, 
that literally we are to try to , grin and bear it.' and the care of the insane; that ha.~ brought about the libera-

tion of slaves, the modem organization and administration of 
'Never,' we are all told, 'can you get the most, the charity, the reform of society. To ruin modern life, you have 

best, out of life, if you will not suffer hardships and only to take out of it what Christ has contributed•to it. The 
face dangers.' In primitive societies this is taught twentieth-century social ideal is the Christian ideal. 
by necessity. In a highly complex civilization , 
some may be 9iitificially sheltered, and of these 
;ome, to their undying regret, may escape learning 
the lesson in youth; for· all that, few will doubt 

0 that to make the best of even bodily life some use 
must be made of the maxim that lies at the root of 
all Christian discipline. Not merely is no other' 
condition safe; it is not, in the long run, so full of 
joy. 

The man of the world finds the joy and duty and end of 
life in its increase of his ·own resources, The Christian 
teaching finds Iha! joy and duty and end, not in getting, but 
in giving life. ' I came,' says Jesus, not to secure more life 
for myself, but 'that tl,ey may have life,' ' He that findeth 
his life shall lose it ; and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it.' I Death worketh in us,' says the Apostle Paul, 
'but life in you.' The triune formula of joy, duty, and end, 
according to the Christian leaching, is discovered in !he com
municative and self.propagating nature of spiritual power. 
What is the joy of life? II is the discovery of the capacity 

4. Thus we return to Christ the Giver of life. 
And we notice two things. 

(1) What He came to give was His own p~sses
sion. All life comes from antecedent life. Science 
as yet knows no such thing as spontaneous genera
tion. -The inorganic does not become organic till 
the organic bends down and communicates to it 
the germs of life. The higher must bend down 
and touch the lower ere it can possess the potencies 
of life. :J'hat is precisely what Jesus said in regard 
to the spiritual realm. ' Except a man be born 
again he cannot enter the Kingdom of God '-the 
Kingdom of Life. But, thank God, the Higher 
did condescend to the lower ! 'For ~od so loved\ 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,' the highest life. Man 
unregenerate is spiritually dead. All we can say is 
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th:11 lw hns the cnpacity for lifl'. Th1·n~ 11111st he 
,-.1u11111111i1:nted to him the mystniou11 rm·rii;y of n 
111·w lilt'. He, who is t\\c Life, t'om<!l 11110 tlw soul 
:rn,l t'nd,,ws it with the highest lil°L! .. nli the man 
hrt',,nws in the truest ~cnse a livinii; 'l',111. 

( 2) This means that Christ is more lhnn an 
t''\;unpk. The power to live m11sl lirnt oppose 
itself t~, those forces of death which nlllkc true life 
iw terribly difficult. Man was wounded, humanity 
W:\s stricken, his,_ heart's blood was ebbing away 
through the wounds. Jesus Christ had to meet a 
foe who for centuries had expended his force on 
human nature. The combat is a long one, the 
chnstisement is severe, He cuts long and deep. 
'He restoreth my soul,' again and agnin by the 
exercise of His healing blow. But there is more 
than love and sacrifice here-i~ is the knowledge 
of the skilled Physician who goes deeper than the 
few striking symptoms, art! prescribes 'ror something 
more than the local affeclon. ' 

.. 
Fourth Sµ.aday in Advent. 

• To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into -
the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.'-
Jn 1887• ' 

LITERATURE.-D. G. Burrell, Tke Spirit of the.Age, 
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1875 ; W. J. Knox Little, The Witnessef the Passion, 
1884; D'. M. M'Intyre, Life in His Name, 1909; N.• 
Porter, Fifteen Years in the Chapel of Yale College, 
1888. 

Tbe annual return of the Festival of Christmas 
invites us once more to a considera9on. of the 
nature and mission of Him whose birth we cele
brate. Who ~as Jesus Christ? The question is not 
one to which any intelligent man .can afford to be 
indifferent, or to which he nas no definite answer, 
for upon the answer we give to this question 
depends the quality of our discipleship. Christ 
is Christianity ; and without clear views of His 
character and person, our moral and religious life 
must be unstable, as a house that is btlilt upon 
sand. 

In the text we have His own answer. He is a 
fitness, He says. He came into the world to be 
a witness for the truth. But what is Truth? It is 
reality as opposed to fallacy or delusion., We 
must remember that there is a wide difference 
between truth and veracity : the latter implies a 

corrcsponcle111:,• 1,d w,,,.,. our words and r,ur 
thoughl!!, the forrruir lu:lwmm thoughts and fact~, 
realities. V1:rn,:ily i'I Haid lo be the virtue of the 
Anglo-Saxon rnc,·, nnd pcrhap!I" justly ; hut is 
truth? - JcRU!I c:rmw not only to speak the truth, 
but to be a witrH:H~ for it, that is to say, to be the 
truth. As He dir,:<:t.ly Aaitl, 'I am the way, and 
the truth,'and the life.' 

1. He is the truth nlio11t Gotf. It is not without 
deep significance thnt Christ is thus characterized 
as the Word, As language is the medium through 
which we understand one another, so Christ is the 
articulate speech of God. He is God's Word to 
men. If we would wish to understand God, we 
must look on Jesus Christ; on Christ living, dying 
and triumphing over death. - In Him we behold all 
the divine attributes, and through Him we make 
the acquaintance of God. 

The desire to know Goel has been, and still is, the most 
passionate longing of the human _race. It is an unsatisfied 
desire, which grows stronger the more it is fed. , Civiliza
tion does not outgrow it, and barbarism cannot wholly efface 
it, It is one of the most urgent and universal of human 
desires, and in every age of the world men have appeared, 
who have made the better knowledge and _love of God the 
dominating 'purpose ·of their lives. Each generation of 
prophets has added so'mething higher and better to the 
thought of God, and with each new revelation has come a 
purer and loftier service. In Jesus Christ mankind received 
its perfect and 'complete unfolding of the divine character. 
Beybnd His f-hought of the immanent and universal Father 
we cannot go. That would seem to, be the absolute truth 
and realify of God, which succeeding ages may realize more 
fully and adequately, but to which they can hardly be 
expected to add anything, When Philip made his singular 
request to Jesus, 'Shew U:s the Father, and it suffieeth us,' 
the answer he received was explicit and final, 'He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.' • 

~ 
If we ask how He is the truth about God, the 

answer is: 
( 1) In His ferso1t. Pascal affirms, with .Jiis 

accustomed sententiousness, that 'too much truth 
dazzles the mind.' The glory of the invisible God 

• is tempered to our dim sight by the veil of flesh. 
We gaze with steady eyes on Jesus and behold His 
glory-glory as of the Only-begotten from the 
Father. 

( 2) In His Ckar11cter. The character of the 
invisible and omnipr~sent Deity, whom no eye can 
fully see, and no life can adequately express,' who 
is without an equal in wisdom and power and 
goodness, is focused, as it were, in the character of 
Jesus. And the character of Jesus, as the incom
parl\ble revealer of God, is something real, palpable, 
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apprehensible to us, which d1 H'H 11111 mcn·ly tell us 
wh:11 (~od is, and what nulll•~ idl'II or >lim should 
h1', lint puts us in the Rpirit1111l pn·sence or the 
F:1ther, and makes 11s fed tlu~ hri!,\htncss of His 
i,:lory and the reality or 11 is lifP nnd love. 

(3) ln His Knowlc,(~·t, 1 Ii~ knowledge of God 
was pure, perfect, immediate. lt wa~ too intimate, 
too direct, too constant, to he described by so 
tentative a term. as I belief.' lle knew God, H, 
did not merely believe in Him. His''iire was so 
completely lived in God thnt the ordinary rational 
processes, by which men seek lo justify to them
selves or others a truth of which they are nev~r 
quite certain, were not necessary in His case. They 
did • not even oc;ur . to Him. His life was so 
unquestionably and completely in accord with God 
that absolute 1dependence on His Father, resigna
tion to the divine will, submission to the heavenly 
purpose, were normal and natural. , He did not 
speculate about God, or shape His trust into defini
tions and logical statements, but simply revealed 
the Father, and men felt that His knowledge was 
intimate and final. His soul was so penetrated, 
possessed, quic;:kened, by the consciousness of His 
sonship, that doubt and fear and care and pain did 
not disturb the calm serenity of His life in God. 

• 2. But in .the second place, Christ is the truth 
about Man. Christianity not only furnishes us 
with the highest and most perfect thought of God 
and of His providence conceivable, but it also gives 
us the best idea, whether attained or attainable, of 
the nature and duty of man. It is unique in its 
perfect thought of God. It is superlative in its 
idea of man. Neither science, nor art, nor 
philosophy, nor poe"try, can improve in any degree 
upon the ~evelation of Jesus. Christ as to the nature 
and destiny of man. The best history of the 
world for nearly two thousand years is the story of 
human effort to grasp that revelalitm and grow up 
into it. It is the religion of hurrial)ity in a sense 
i11 which no other cult can be regarded. Look at 
mankind from any standpoint that you choose, and 
there is no other idea that is at all comparable in 
clearness, fulness, and beauty with the conception 
of J es\.is as to man in his relation to God and to 
his fellows. It lies at the basis of life in the 
individual, the family, the Cl11.irch, a~d the nation. 
That God is our Father is the highest thought to 
which we can hope to attain; and that we are His 
1;ons, heirs and joint-heirs with Christ, is a cor
relative truth not to be surpassed in worth and 

signifrcnrwc. Jr.~11~ di!!<:crned in every srnil, r:v,·n 
the worst, n C:od r1:l:itr·d clement, on the i(roun<l ,,f 
which every !li11nr:r under heaven can say, 'I will 
arise and go to my J/athcr.'-

3. In the thirrl place, Christ is th~truth af,r,11t 
the Ki111;dom of (/(}(l, 

( 1) He bore witnc!ls to the truth that it wa" the 
design of God to eHtablish a kingdom in the hearu 
of men. In the Old Testament, indeed, the idr:a 
of God aR a king was often preseiaed, and the 
minds of the Jews were familiar with it. Accr>rrl
ingly, when John the Baptist appeared, he s:iid, 
'The kingdom' (that is, the reign) 'of God is at 
hand'; but how different was the notion, enter• 
tained by the people, regarding the kingdom, from 

• the truth which was taugll respecting it by the 
Saviour I When the multitude, greatly impressed 
by the miracles which He performed, attempted 
by force to make Him a King, they thought of 
such kings as were the~, or had been before, in 
the world. Their notiol}. was that of a king like 
Herod, or the Roman Cresars, or-if their thoughts 
went back, as is not unlikely, to the -illustrious 
times of their own history-a king like David, or 
Solomon, or Jehoshaphat, or Judas Maccabeus, a 
king who would aim at worldly conquests, ·and 
accomplish his objects by the force of arms. The 
idea of a spiritual kingdom-of God's re~gning in 
the minds and hearts of men, commanding, 
rewarding, punishing, securing obedienc~ without 
carnal weapons-seems never to have entered into 
their minds. ' 

(2) He bore witness to the truth, that the 
foundation of "this kingdom was to be laid in His 
own obedience unto death. For_ a person to die, 
and especially to die upon a cross, after being tried 
and condemned as an impostor, a blasphemer, and 
seditious person, seemed to be the least likely way 
of obtaining a kingdom, and so thought both the, 
friends and enemies of Jesus. The hearts of the 
disciples sank when the thought dawned upon 
them of His dying· in pain and infamy; and the 
chief priests and elders supposed, that, by putting 

• Him to death on the cross, they bad for ever 
crushed His claims to be recognized as the Messiah. 
But His thoughts were not as their thoughts, and 
His ways were not as their ways. From the very 
beginning, His soul was, to some extent at least, 
impressed with the necessity of His dying in the 
room of men, and df His rising to the throne by 
the cross. It was at an early period of His 
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11,inislry !hat He spake tlw mysl1•11011H words, 
'D1•slr()_r this temple, and in thrn1) dnyH 1 will 
~-ais,· i_l 11p,' and it was at an early pnilld nlHo tlllll, 

m l hs 1·onversation with .Nicod1·111us, l le Hnid, 
1 ' As l\losc~.i.ncd up the serpent in the wihlcnwRH, 

1•,·1·11 s1, m11st the Son of man be lifl.e(l up.' 
(3) llc alsn bore witness to the trnth t.hnl faith 

in 11 is obedience is the essential rcq11isit.1~ lo the 
l'njoymcnt of the immunities of His ki1111:dom. By 
hdi1•,·ing a ie man fell, and by bclicvin11: lrnlh he 
was to be raised again; by believing Satnn's false 
pr'.m1iscs, and disbelieving God's true promises, 
rum came upon man, and it was by believing 
God's true promises, and ceasing to believe 
Satan's false promises, that eternal life wns to be 
?btained. The fall w1s by questioning and insult
mg, and the restoration was to be by admitting 
and honouring, the veracity of God. As the 
blessing of pardon was a thing of sovereign good
ness-of free and unmerited kindness-God' might 
have given it as He saw fit, but surely there is 
unspeakable wisdom sho"wn in His giving it in this 
way, as i~ is virtually an assertion on the one part, 
and an acknowledgment on the other, that from 
the first God had been in the right and man in 
the wrong. 

(4) And He bore witness to the truth, that the 
immunities of His ·kingdom were freely offered to 
men of all countries and times. The Jews were 
for many centuries separated fr_om the rest of the 
world, and they imagined that it would always be 
so. Even the apostles and other early disciples 
stumbled when Peter preached the gospel to 
Cornelius, and when Paul proclaimed the breaking 
down of the 'middle-wall of partition.' Yet in 
preaching and acting as they did, Peter and Paul 
were but opening up the great and gracious words 
of the Master. Did H~ not say, 'Many shi!-11 
come from the east and from the west, and the 
north and the south, and shall sit. down with 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven'? Did He not commend the faith of the 
Syro-Phenician woman, and tell of the water of life 
to the woman of Samaria? Did He not say to His. 
disciples, 'Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature '-even that gospel which 
He Himself preached when He said, ' Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are '1-ieavy laden, and I 
will give you rest'; 'If any man thirst, let ·him 
come unto me and drink'; ' Him that cometh 
unto me, I will in no wise cast out'? 

0 I.ow•! () l.i(r I I''" fni1I, and .sight 
Thy prrqcnr·r 1111ilu·th ,,r,~: 

As i1irn11gh lrn1isf11'.11rr,I douds o( whitP. 
We lrncr• 1!1t• 111,1,11 dny ,11n. 

So, to our 111orl11J 1·y1•., s11l11l11crl, 
Flcsh-vcil1·d, l,111 n,,1 1:otwi,~led, 

We know In Th1•1, 1hr, J,'ntl11,rhoocl 
And heart of ( ;,,,1 rr.vr.nlcd. 

~irginiSus (Puerisque. 

I. 

Chrl11tma1 1918. 

'He hath put a new Rong in my mouth.'-Ps ~o3. 

THERE was great news at the breakfast-table tbE 
other morning, A wire had come that Charlie 
was coming home on leave. Katie ~as very proud 
of her soldier brother. He was big and strong, 
and although he kept teasing her all the time she 
liked it. She had missed him, 'ever so much. 
And she went off to school singing all.the way. I 
cannot tell you the words of her song; but what
ever they were they meant, 

' Charlie's coming home ; Charlie's coming home. 

A new sopg had been put into Katie's mouth. 

1. T,bousands of-years ago prophets saw empire 
ruined, and they looked on desolate places wher 
fine cities had been. They knew that all this had 
happened because the people had forgotten God. 
Those prophets saw but one l.ittle corner of the 
world. What would they have thought if they 
had been alive to-day? Well, they thought and 
prayed, and looked far into the future. 'Away on 
the horizon,' as we say, some of them saw a new 
and bright star rising.. It appeared to them as a 
herald of peace to the whole world. They could 
not help feeling joyful; they could not help
singing. Some • of their songs are in the Bible ; 
they are very beautiful. 

2. But peace did not come so long as those
prophets lived. You boys and girls think that the 
clock of time moves slowly, don't you? From 
one Christmas to another seems very long. But 
God's clock moves more slowly still. One of the 
prophets even became weary from • waiting, and 
cried, '0 Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt 
not hear.' 

The Prince of Peace they had been looking for 
did coJ}le, however. 
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'Whnt lll<'AllR tlrnl star,' the Shepherds ~ni1l, 
' Thnt hrit,;hkns through the rocky j,\lon?' 

And nn11, .. 1~. answering (lverhead, 
S01111,, ' l\·acc on earth, good-will to men I' 1 

• hl'li,•y,• the shepherds sang too; n new HOllj,\ 

had lwl'n put into their mouths. 
3. ( "hrisl mas bells are ringing once more. Vou 

are p.latl ; wq arc all glad. But although all tlwse 
lonR renrs Christian people have sung of pence, 
peace as you boys and girls understand it hnA 
never really come. There has been joy because 
Jesus Christ was born, but nations have hated one 
another, and there have been wars that have 
meant suffering, death, and sorrow. 

'Tis nineteen hundred years and more 
Since those sweet oracles were dumb; 

We wait for Him,· like them of yore; 
Alas, He seems so slow to come I 

4. This year the Christmas joy that your fathers 
and mothers are feeling is a different joy from 
what they have ever felt before. Sadness and 
triumph are both in it. They are ,sad because 
they miss young faces from the family table; they 
rejoice because they believe that at last they are 
within sight of the time when there shall be no 
more wars or fighting, a1;1d that their braye boys
your big brothers-have had a share in bringing 
about the reign of peacE_:. God has put a 
new song in the mouths of your fathers and 
mothers. ..i 

5. No one has greater reason to· sing the new 
song than boys and girls; The world in which 
peace is to reign is yours. There is. a legend that 
when Jesus was born the sun· danced in the sky, 
the aged trees straightened themselves, put on 
leaves, and sent' forth the fragrance of blossoms. 
These are but symbols_ of what takes place in our 
hearts when • Christmas comes round. At an 
institution for the blind the children had a 
Christmas tree given to them. They were very 
happy, they shouted for joy, they danced up and 
down, and they crowded about and hugged each 
other in rapture. They felt like singing a new 
song indeed. And in your Christmas joy I hope 
you will not forget about the P~ince of Peace 
promised so long ago. By your loving unselfish
ness you may play your own little part in starting 
the spirit that is to rule the new year. 

1 The Poetical Works of Jamei Russell Lowell, 491. 

All round ahout our r,~l'I ,hall ~hin~ 
A light like that tht! wi~I) m,m MW, 

If we our loving will~ indin,-
To that sweet Life which jq the Law . 

So shall we learn to und<:r!ltand 
The simple faith ,,r ~h,:phr.rrlR then,, 

And, clasping kindly, hand in hand, 
Sing, 'Peace on earth, good-will to men!' 

And they who do their ~<mis no wrong, 
But keep at eve the faith of morn, 

Shall daily hear the angel-~ong, 
'To-day the Prince of Peace is born ! ' 2 

II. 

Gems amid Stone.. 

'A bag of gems in a heap of alones.'-Pr 268• 

That was a queer place for gems, was it not? 
You would expect to find them in the treasure
chamber of a king, or hidden in some safe comer 
in a house, or, if you lived in fairyland, you might 
search for them in a magic cave. But who would 
look for gems in a heap of stones by the roadside ? _ 
And yet there they were, all safely tied up in a 
bag. Perhaps somebody laid them down and 
forgot about them, or perhaps they were hidden in 
a hurry, and then their owner died and the secret 
of their hiding-place died with him. We do not 
know, but there they were, and when I came upon 
them in the Book of Proverbs they gave me two 
messages for the boy's and girls. Would you like 
to know these messages? 

1. Well, first they told me not to forget to look 
for the gems amid the stones. What does that 
mean ?" Of course it doesn't mean that you are to 
pull down every ~ap of stones you meet on a. 
country roadside and that you are to expect to 
find a bag of jewels among them. No, it means 
that you are to look for beauty among things that 
seem plain and ugly ; that you are to look for 
brightness among things that seem dull or dis
agreeable;· that you are to look for goodness amid 
things that seem unatt~active or even worthless. 

You are to lookfor·beauty among the things that 
seem ugly and plain. Once a gentleman was 
walking on the shores of Westmoreland. He was 
accompanied by an old, old man who had lived 
there all his days. And as they walked along the 

a Tke Po~ti,at Wor,h o/James Russett Lowell, 492. 
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visitor c()mplni1w1l of tlw hlnckness and uglincR~ 
of thr br.arh at lhl\t pnrt. llut the old man only 
smiled. 'Hn\'I' yon 1•,·rr Rlooped down, sir?' he 
a~ked. And when tlw strnnRer stooped, he saw 
that what had hd"m1• seemed a black mass was 
crowded with thnt1Hl\lldR upon thousands of ex• 
qui~ite little shells. Hnvc you found the shells 
amidst the peb~lcs, hnys nnd girls? Have you 
looked for the gems nmidst the stones? Have you 
used the eyes God RRVc you to discover all the 
marvels with which 1 k lll\s crowded this wonde~ful 
world of His? Yon. nre missing some of the best 
things in life if you hnve )1ot. 
. And then you are to /,,ok for briglltness among. 
the things that sum d11/l or disagreeable. There is 
a story which tells how two little girls were taken 
to a strange garden nnd left there to play. Before 
long one of them mn to find her mother,-' The 
garden is a horrid place,' she grumbled; 'every 
rose-tree has cruel thorns upon it.' By and by 
the other child came,-' Mother,' she cried, 'the 
garden is suck a lovely place ; every thorn bush 
haJ,beautiful roses growing on it.' 

Boys and girls, look for the roses among the 
thorns. Life isn't going to be all fun. Troubles 
will come as well as joys. The thorns will prick 
and tear sometimes, and our hands will bleed. 
But keep a brave heart. There ·are roses amidst 
the thorns, and we owe it to ourselves and to those 
around us to remember the roses. And if we do 
that, the thorns will seem worth while and the 
roses will be all the sweeter because of them. 

Once more, you are to look for goodness 
amidst things that seem unattractive or even worth
less. There are some people we .know, about 
whom there doesn't seem to be anything nice. 
They are stupid, or dull, or cross, or eve!\ unkind 
and spiteful. There are other people who seem to 
be out and out bad, and we feel we can't like them 
however much we tzy. 

Well, remember' that somewhere amidst the 
heap of stones the jewels are shining. Somewhere, 
perhaps, that unattractive '•person has a mo,ther 
who loves him just as much as your mother loves 
you. The Prodigal Son in the parable did not 
seem worth much, and yet 'his father never left off 
caring for him. And God never leaves off caring 
for the worst of us. He sees the jewels amidst the 
stones, and He is able to make them sparkle and 
glisten in the ligh~of His presence. 

So look for the jewels amidst the stones, boys 

nn<I l(irlH, There is never a heap of ~rnn1·~ with<111t 
il~ µ;nm, There is never any one so li:ul '1111 h:u 
sonic good in him. And if you look for the 11:r.rn 
perhnpH you will be the means of hdping it tfJ 
Ahiiw in the glorious light of day. 

2. J hnvc only a minute left for the ,,thcr 
mcRHngc of the jewels, but I must not leav,: it nut. 
For the accond thing they told me was not lo throw 
away my KWts on a heap of stones. And what does 
that menn? Well, it just means that you and I 
are not to throw away things that are valuable on 
things that arc worthless. We are not to wa~te our 
energies on trifles; we are not to waste our minds 
in reading bad books; we are not to waste our 
friendship on bad companions. 

And, boys and girls, there is one priceless jewel 
you each possess. It is your life here on earth. 
What are you going to do'with it? Are you going 
to cut it and polish it and make it gloriously worth 
while? Or are you going to throw it away on a 
heap of stones? Are you g(?ing to make the very 
best of it so that it may make the world brighter and 
better? Or are you going to waste ,it on your own 
selfish aims or on things that are base and 
unworthy? The gem is yours, boys and girls, 
yours to use as you will, but it is yours only once. 
If you want to guard it safely and use -it well, then 
you must give it into God's keeping. He will 
watch over it and give it a brighter radiance every 
day, until at last it is fit to adorn His heavenly 
crown .. 

III. 

A Good Day. 

'A day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and of 
sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.'
Est 910. 22. 

What do you call a good day? I wonder. Do 
you ever say to yourself as you snuggle under the 
blankets at night, 'Well, this has been a good 
day anyway'? 1 think I could guess what has 
made your day a good day. More than likely it 
has been a day when delightful things have 
happened to you. Perhaps you have got a 
present of something you have been longing for, 
perhaps you have been treated to a circus or a 
menagerie, perhaps you have made a fine score at 
cricket, perhaps you have won a prize that you 
have worked hard to get, perhaps-but there's no 
need to add more-there are hundreds of jolly 
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things in the worhl th11t 11111y h:I\T made it a good 
day fnr Ynu. . 

\Vhy was it a i-:,,,,,,1 llny for tlw people in our 
text? I can tell y,l\1. 1 t wns a good day because 
C-od had dclin'n'1\ tlwm 011! of terrible danger, 
:md made them \'ictorim111 ,,,:1,1· their enemies. If 
things had gone as tlwy hnd been planned not one 
of these people W1)11ld h1wc been alive on that 
good day. They would nll have been dead on the 
day before; for that wa~ the danger they had 
escaped-the danger ,if losing their lives. 

They were Jcws-thm,c people-but not Jews 
living in their own lnnd; they were living in the 
land of Persia. The king of that land had listened 
to evil tales which were not true, and had been 
persuaded by a man called Haman, who hated the 
Jews, that they were a wicked, troublesome lot;Jand 
that the sooner the king got rid of them all the 
better. The king, unfortunately, was rather a 
foolish man, who gave orders first and thought 
afterwards, so he immediately ordered that all the 
Jews should be put to death on a certain day. It · 
was a large order, and a terrible one too. 

But there was one who determined that if she 
could help it that order should not be carried out. 
She was a Jewess, and her name was Esther, and 
she'was also the king's wife. He was very fond:of 
her, but he was such a great king that even she 
dare not approach him until he sent for her. If 
she went to him without being sent for she risked 
her life. But Esther thought only of her people 
and that made her brave, so she went to the king. 
and. she spowed him how wicked· and false 
Haman's stories had been, and the king repented 
of the order· he had given, and was so angry with, 
Haman that he condemned him to death. 

Now the difficulty in Persia was that once a law 
had been made, it could never be unmade. If the 
king had once said, ' Kill th~ Jews,' he couldn't 
say, 'Do not kill the Jews.' Hd'Wever, the king 
hit upon a plan. He issued an order that all the 
Jews should be allowed to defend themselves ~hen 
attacked; and when the dreaded day arrived the 
Jews were ready, and instead of being slain, they 
slef their enemies. Then the day after they 
rested and feasted and were glad. They made 
that day a good day, a day of -rejoici11g, and of 
sending presents to one another, and of giving 

prc~1·nl~ to 1l11: poor. That is how it wa~ a w,,,rl 
day for t lw J ewA. 

A11cl it iR Rt.ill n good day for the Jew~ in r,vr,ry 
land, for in memory o(/ that great delivcrar,r:r, thr, 
Jews fllill kr,q, whnt they call the feast of /'11rim. 
It is n sort. of J cwish Christmas day, for, ala~ ! 1 hr. 
Jews do not keep Christmas day as we do. 

Now I think we might copy these old Jews in 
their.,idea of n good day. You see, God firllt made 
it a good day for them ; and then they mad,, it a 
good day for others. When God gives us a Kr1r1d 

day, why should we not pass on some of the gr,r,d
ness to others? Let us give away some of the joy 
that comes our way. Let us share our happiness. 
Instead of making us less happy it will make us 
even happier. 

Boys and girls,, it is like this. God gives us 
everything, and we can't show our : gratitude to 
Him in the same way as we can show it to other 
people. We can't give God something in return. 
Of course we can give Him our love, and He 
wants that most of all, but I am speaking rather 
of some real thing, some token, and we can't give 
that to God. No, but we can give it to somebody 
else who needs it, and that is what God wishes us 
to do. Giving it to that somebody we are really 
giving it to Him. There are plenty of somebodies 
who have got neither happy homes, nor jolly 
presents, nol' nice food, nor warm clothing. God 
loves us to remember these somebodies when the 
good day comes our way. 
, I think God would pe very pleased if we were 
all like the little girl I read of the other day. She 
and her brothers and sisters were promised a 
monthly allowance of pocket-money. She was a 
very tiny tot, so her allowance was to be only a 
halfpenny a month. But a halfpenny seemed a 
huge sum to the little maid, and she was so over
joyed that she got it changed at once for two 
farthings. Then she ran through to her father's 
study, and said, 'Daddy, ,I'm very rich now, and 
I'm going to al19w you a farthing a month, and 
here is your December farthing!' 

If G8d gives us the halfpennies, let us try to give 
away the farthings. If He gives us a good and 
happy day, let us try to make it a good and happy 
day for others. If we do that we shall find that it 
is not only a good, but, what is better, a perfect day. 

------+------




