
 

This document was supplied for free educational purposes. 
Unless it is in the public domain, it may not be sold for profit 
or hosted on a webserver without the permission of the 
copyright holder. 

If you find it of help to you and would like to support the 
ministry of Theology on the Web, please consider using the 
links below: 
 

 
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology 

 

https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb 

PayPal https://paypal.me/robbradshaw 
 

A table of contents for The Expository Times can be found here: 

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_expository-times_01.php 

pdfs are named: [Volume]_[Issue]_[1st page of article].pdf 

 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://paypal.me/robbradshaw
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/articles_expository-times_01.php
https://www.buymeacoffee.com/theology
https://patreon.com/theologyontheweb


THH CHRISTIAN YEAR. 

Fourth S1111dAy aller Epiphany, 

F.urn , N Goo. 

BuT how? Thrf(' :1n• three directions m which 
we may go to find faith in God. 

1. THE INTKl,LK\"l'llAl.-We may speculate and 
reason and argue" nhout God. But the intellectual 
way we shall find i1111dequ::ite, because God, the 
ultimate fact of which we are in search, is not 
evolved at the t"nd of a process of reasoning in 
mere ' quod ernt dc,nonstr:mdum' fashion. The 
intellectual faculties of reasoning and logic have, 
of course, their most important place, but they 
are only valid in co-operation with other faculties 
of observation and :1pprehension which the intel­
lectual method, followed exclusively, does not call 
into play. You cannot argue a man into belief in 
God. You cannot nrrive nt God's character, even 
if you can prove His e.xistence, merely by the 
sequence of logical demonstrations. 

It always seems to me thRt nll these subjects are beyond 
our faculties. Theism nnd ntheism are to me both philo­
sophically inconcei\·able : that is, I 'cannot conceive the 
world without a Creator, nnd I cannot of. myself form any 
conception of a Creator of the world. Faith must come in 
in some shape, and it seems to me that there is often just as 
much faith of a kind in the unbeliever as in the believer, 
Neither can prove his case mathematically. 1 

2. THE Sc1ENTIFic.-The scientific we shall find 
inadequate, because by itself the study of nature 
cannot lead us to the knowledge of a God who 
answers the questions of the heart and satisfies its 
craving. , Nature shows us law in every nook and 
cranny of the Universe, but it cannot reveal a God 
of personal love. To be strictly scientific in the 
accepted sense of the term is to be strictly agnostic. 
Science has its legitimate field and its legitimate 
methods, although, like the theologian at whom he 
so often girds, the scientist is not without his pre­
judices and his narrow dogmatism. He is to be 
respected when he speaks according to what· he 
knows. His knowledge is at least something more 
learned by man about God. Unless we are to 

1 The Lift and Ltlltrs of Edward A. Fruman, ii, 444. 

fnll into an ancient fallacy and exdu<lt- (;od from 
11 i11 universe, we must regard every f1tcl 11f ~cicnce 
"" a frceh revelation of His creative ru:livity and 
power. Nevertheless, scientific knowl1:dv,11 lie11 on 
n plane different from that on which th,~ knowledge 
we Heck is to beJound. 

The fnct that radium emits heat without npr1ir~nt diminu· 
ti.-:). in bulk, or that.there are magnetic Hlrt:nrnN rnrlinling 
from the Hun, and disturbing our magnetic nec,dlrK nl regular 
intervnls, or even the biological fact of our dc,Hr.r,nt fr,,m the 
anthropoid apes and all that this descent implir.li, ,:1.nnol help 
a m,m lo resist a present temptation, or 1,, far.r. 1]r,11lh with 
Christlnn con6denc5, and hope. Science by itHelf iM, and 
mnsl nlways remain, powerless to give UH a Got] who will 
draw om the tendrils of the human heart townrdH Hil)lMclf.~ 

3, THE PERSONAL.-We are bound to fall back 
on experience. Does the intellectual evidence, 
such as it is, for a controlling mind in the universe, 
does the practical evidence, such aR it is, of 
ccfuerence and purpose in Nature, unite with any 
evidence of personal experience which permits us 
to add the dynamic formula 'God is Love'? In 
both cases the answer of conte'mporary experience 
and of history is unquestionably Yes, it does. 
Then where is this revelation? In unnumbered 
human lives. Martyrs and saints, famous in story, 
plain men and women whose memory no illumin­
ated Acta Sanctorum has rescued from oblivion, 
whose chronicl~s ~re the tiles of mean streets, 
unite in an uninterrupted witness which flows 
forward, a broadening stream of'testimony through 
the years and the centuries. 

But there is only one spring adequate ih volume, 
altogether pure and inexhaustible, a spring which 
upon a time broke forth in the hills of Galilee and 
now flows continually in the heart of man. The 
test of living power in actual experience points to 
one Divine Human life in history, as the supreme 
revelation of God. That life is the life of Jesus 
Christ. That life interprets all other lives governed 
by its spirit, that life has brought with it a view of 
God which, although it does not explain the . 
mystery of being, makes our individual striving 
intelligible, and gives the Divine sanction to all that 
is pure, holy, and unselfish. It identifies the highest 
love we know in man with the character and 

2 John Wilhelm Rowntree: Essays and Addresses, 
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11111p,1lC1t 11f the etcrnnl governing power of t\1e 
univrur. 1 

T.-1111)''''" lt\11~ht 11~ lo rely mninly for thi, NIIPIM•II 111· 11m 

Mith h1 1hr ... ,,,,1i11io11 God hncl given or l lhm~II In 1111111: 

<'~l""''iAII, in th,.. f,m¥1r lo love. Spenking or hi" 11w11 1'11lth 111 

l;\"''- In• ~l'\_,·s.: 

1,,1111,l II in, not in world or sun, 
( )r <'n~le's wing, or insect's eye : 
N"r lhrnugh the questions men may hy, 

Th.- p,·lly cobwebs we hnve spun : 

If ..... , wlwn foith hnd fnllcn nsleep, 
l he,nd R voice ' believe no more ' 
.\ml heard nn ever-breaking shore 

Tht1t tumbled in the Godless deep; 

.\ w:nmth within the breast would melt 
The freeting reason's colder part, 
And like a man in wrath, the 11,art 

~h,,><.I up and answJ!red ' I have felt.• 

A11d T.-tmyson goes on to tell us that it wns nrter he h111l 
fouml ( ;,,,l in direct intercourse with his own spirit thnt he 
c,une to tt'11lize how through nature He, wns moulding 
manki11d: 

Then was I· as a child that cries, 
But crying knows his father near ; 

And what I am beheld again 
\VHAT 1s, and no man understands; 
And out of darkness came the hands 

That reach th.rough nature moulding men. 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 

THE PEACE OF Gon. 

• Let the peace of God rule in your hearts~'-Col 311• 

It is easy to talk of peace; it is easier to write 
about it. Is it easy to possess it, in the light of 
the perfectly common day, and of perfectly real 
trial ? No, just as the call to surrender and 
to trust, seeing Him that is invisible, in this visible 
world of sin, is so far from easy to obey that no 
m;:\n can do it but by the Holy Ghost. But also 
yes, because the Holy Ghost is able to 'make all 
grace abound towards us,' that we may quite 
simply surrender, and quite simply trust. Yes, 
because He is able to glorify Jesus Christ to us, 
to present Him to us so that He is indeed a 
Ji..-ing, bright Reality to us. Peace is easy when 
the almighty Reason is full in our spiritual 
sight. 

1. Our peace is t"n Christ. We remember how 
1 .John fVilhelm Rowntree: &says and Addresses. 

emphatically and loftily, RN one of the very key­
notes of His Inst di111:011r"""• our Lord has spoken 
to us, in them, of 'dwollinl( in Him' as the pre­
l'Ogftive and the duly of ove,ry Christian. We are 
in l-Iim as in an almoHphere. Jn Him our true 
lives are rooted ns a trtio in Lho 110il. We are in 
Him as a branch in I.ho vine, in Him as the 
members in a body, in 11 i111 UH the residents in :i. 

house. We are in Him liy Himple faith, by the 
trust that rests all upon 11 irn, by the love that 
finds all in Him, by the r1l1t:dit:nce that does all 
for Him. And it is only when we are 'in Christ' 
that we rest, and renlize peuce. All else brings 
distraction. Even delightH trouble. The world 
may give excitement, the world may give vulgar 
and fleeting joys, the world may give stimulus to 
much· that {s good and true in us, but there is only 
one thing that. gives peace, and that is that our 
hearts should dwell in the Fortress, and should 
ever be surrounded by J esuH Christ. 

From the terrors or conHcicncc, from the distractions of 
business, from the chill of fnilurc, from the sting of oppres· 

, sion, men hear Him cnlling them, and-here is the marvel­
they obey His call. Tnke the simplest of Christian hymns, 
nnd listen how muhitudcs in the centres of our scept,ical 
civilizntion, of all ages, types, degrees of culture, modes of 
thinking, pour into them the intensest conviction, taking up 
and making their own lhc great words of St. Paul : 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, ' 
'Come unto '.Mc, nnd rest : 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.' 

I came tO Jesus as I was, ~; 
Wea-., and worn and sad: 

I found in Him a resting-place, 
And He )es made me glad. 

2. Great has been the effect of Christ's promise, 
'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you.' It has established the word 'Peace' in the 
heart of the Church as • expressing the ideal 
character of Christian happiness and the rightful 
condition of believers. ·, Grace and peace' become 
keynotes of the Apostolic teaching, and are for 
ever united in all prayer and benediction. . Peace 
represen!s a restful, satisfying state, an essential 

·, condition for more exalted experiences, being itself 
of more solid value than them all. If it be asked 
in what it consists, we may perhaps rightly dis­
tinguish its constituent parts, as the peace of 
conscience, the peace of character, and the peace 
of trust. 

( 1) There is peace in a conscience relieved from 
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guilt, reconciled to t:11d, and rnstored to its rightful 
supremacy. 

( 2) There is p1•ft1'.1~ in n chnrncler brought into 
order and h:1rnw11y, in which the disquieting power 
of worldly and cRml\l h111t", of pride, of selfishness, 
of evil tempers nnd 1111wMthy feelings, hns given 
pl:tce to the rciitn 11f 11,1hltlr principles and purer 
affections. 

(3) Finally, tlwrr iN peace in that trust and 
confidence in God which Cllsts all care upon Him, 
simply relies upvn 11 i~ promises, leaves all things in 
His hand, and is su~• thnt He does all things well. 
If these be ele111t•nti1 nf pence, each one of them is 
the gift of Christ ; for from Him the,y all proceed, 
and in Him are found. 1 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 

TIIE \\'1)RKS OF THE DEVIL. 

'For this pc:, illlS<' the S,,n nf God was manifested, that he 
might destroy , :,c W<'rks uf the clevil.'-1 Jn 38. 

Christian men are to be kindly affectioned one 
towards another in brotherly love: in honour pre­
ferring one another-which is easier to say than to 
do. They are to refrain from rendering evil for 
evil, and to learn unde,: provocation to be self­
controlled. They are to be in charity with all 
men, and so far as it lies within their own power 
(for it takes two to make peace, as it takes two, to 
make a quarrel) they are to live peaceably with all 
men. Wrath and clamour, lying-and evil-speaking, 
back-biting and slandering, are an of the devil, 
devilish. Contrary to the Chritian ideals of truth­
fulness, love, and humility are the works of the 
devil, which may be summ~d up under the three 
headings of lying, hatred, and pride. 

1. LYING.-The devii is described in the New 
Testament as • a liar and the father thereof.' A 
Christian is to be true and just in all his dealings, 
abhorring crookedness : for the essence• of lying 
is not inexactitude in speech, but deceitfulness of 
intention. Christian veracity means honesty, 
straightforwardness, and sincerity in deed as well 
as in word. A writer of fiction is not a liar : to 
improve in the telling an anecdote or a story is not 
necessarily to deceive others in any culpaole sense ; 
and moralists have from time to time discussed 
the question whether there may not be circum­
stances in which to tell a verbal lie is even a moral 

1 T. D. Bernard, Tiu Central Teaching of Jems Christ. 

dut_y- '•If• in order to prevent a m1mlr.rl'lr or a 
111nd11111.11 from discovering the whcre11l11111t~ of hia 
i11l11111h1d vicLim. Hut casuisticnl problrm11 of tt1iij 

ki11tl 110 not very frequently ari,e, and in all 
ortlhml'y circumstances strict literal veracity i11 th,: 
rif\111. 1:ourHe lo pursue. 

11 followK thut just as eve,ry lie i11 of U111 devil, 
HO llll truth, of whatever kind, i11 of 001,. The 
Lon] ls u God of Knowledge, and evary form of 
inttllltiduul timidity and obscurantism i11 c:onlrary 
to l.(OdllncHs. "There cao never be any c,ppoHition 
betwotm 11cientific and religious truth, Hiru:e both 
eq1mlly proceed from Goo. The Chri11tia11 Ch_urch 
is idenlly u society of free-thinkers, that i111 of men 
who freely think, and the genuine ChriHLian tradi­
tion has always been to promote learning and 
freedom of inquiry. It is worth remembering that 
the_ oldest nnd most justly venerable of the 
UnivcrsiLieM of Europe are without exception in 
their origin ecclesiastical foundations. If the love 
of truth and the spirit of freedom whiclf inspired 
their inception have at particular epochs in their 
history bcen•temporarily obscured, if there is much 
in the ecclesiasticism both of the past and of the 
present which is reactionary in tendency and 
spirit, at least there have never been lacking 
protesting voices, and the authentic spirit of the 
Gospel tells always upon the- other side. 'Ye 
shall know the truth,' says a New Testament writer, 
'and the truth shall make you free.'- ' 

2. HATRED.-ln the second place, hatred is of 
the devil, and love is of Christ : the Christian is to 
love even his enemies. In a time of war, that is to 
say, whenever actual enemies exist, the natural 
man discovers io such an ideal only an immoral 
sentimentalism, and the do.ctrioaire pacificist occa­
sionally uses language which gives colous: to the 
charge. But Christianity has nothing in common 
with sentimentalism, and Christian love is no 
merely sentimental affection which ignores the 
reality of evil or explains away _the wrongfulness of 
wrong. In order to love his enemies it is not 
necessary for a Christian to pretend that they are 
not really hostile, to make excuses for things that 
are inexcusable, or to be blind to the moral issues 
which may be at stake. It has rightly beeri 
pointed out that • Love your enemies' means 
• Want them to be your friends: want them to 
alter, so that friendship between you and them may 
become possible.' More generally what is· meant 
is that the Christian man is by the grace of Goo 
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1, 1 c,111q111•r the instinct or hntred anti th«: Hpiril or 
1-r,·1•11~<1 within his own heart, to hr. willin1,1 to Am·vc 
11\hns (his t'11c111ies included) al cost to hi111Hclf in 
;h'1,11d:11w,· with the will of Go11, to dcHire on 
lwlrnlf ,,r nil men (his enemies i11l'h11lrd) the 
rt·:1li1:1ti11n ,,f their true good. For w1·u11i,r:Jocrs 
l'h11stis1•111ent may be the truest kind111'NH. To 
:111,," 11 mnn, or a nation, to pursue nn tvil purpose 
111whc"1'krd would be no real act of lov1~ even 
llllrnnls the nation or the individunl cm1ccrned. 
'J\1 ,,tlt-r ,1pposition, if necessary b)' force, nmy in 

l'\'rt;1i11 eircumstances be a plnin duty. That 
whid1 we nre to l'ove, in those whose immeJiatc 
:1sp,·ct :ind character is both unlovely I\Ocl unlov­
:1bk, is not what they are, but what they are 
,·:1p:1ble or becoming. We are to love that 
dt•111,·11t in them which is capable of redemption, 
the true spiritual image of GoD in man, which can 
ncwr be totally effaced. \Ve are to retl1em ber 
th:\t for them also the Son of Gan was crucified ,, 
that we :1lso have need of forgiveness, and that 
1 G1)11 commendeth His own love towards us, in 
'that, while we were yet sinners, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.' 

J· PRJDE.-The • third . great manifostation or 
the spirit and temper which is of the devil, devilish, 
is pride, which by Christian writers upon these 
subjects is commonly regarded as the deadliest or 
the so-called 'deadly sins,' on the ground that it 
logically involves the assertion of a false claim to 
be independent of Gon, and is therefore fatal in 
principle to the religious life. Pagan systems of 
morality distinguish between false pride, ~he foolish 
conceit of the man who claims for himself virtues 
and capacities which he does not in fact possess, 
:ind proper pride, the entirely just appreciation by 
a man of his own merits and accomplishments at 
neither more nor less than their true value.· The 
Christian ideal of humility is apt from this point of 
view to appear either slavish or insincere. The 
issue between Christian and pagan morals here 
depends upon the truth or falsehood of the Chris­
tian doctrine of Gon and of His relation to man. 
Once let a man take seriously the avowal that ' It 
isl he that hath made us, and not we ourselves,' 
once let him grant the position that his life belongs 
to Gon and not to himself, and concur in the 
judgment of spiritual experience that whatever is 
good in him is the result not oli- his own• efforts in 
independence of his Maker, but of the Divine 
Spirit operijtive within him, and it ·becomes obvious 

that 'boaetinl!( '-n• Ht. 1'11111 expre11se11 it-' i~ 
excluded.' 1 

S1ptua111lma. 

FOi JltHl,11 I A I< I(. 

'And the city liolh fu11rM1JlllHC,'-Rev 21 1n. 

A city that lieth foumpmre is surely somewhat 
heavy and its spuc:c cramped. There is not 
enough of the out-of-doorH about it. High walls 
and measured spaces do not 11eem consonant with 
freedom. Even our phyeical life rebefs against 
anything suggesting conllncment. A sky above us 
any lower than the blue dome which is our 
generous covering would be unbearable. A few 
days of fog and cloud teach us that. It is essential 
tiiat we should always have the consciousness that 
boundlessness stretches upward, above and beyond 
anything that limits or confines. There can be no 
lid on either the world 1or heaven. 

If there is a touch of timelessness in man, there 
is also a touch of spacelessness .. 'Consequently, 
when we try to get vision of the consummation of 
God's purposes, there must be eternity and infinity 
to satisry us. It is only those who have become 
so engrossed in short views of life as, for the time 
being, to be blind to anything else, who do not 
find the need of some sense of God's mighty 
purpose as a daily support. Even with them there 
is that undercurrent of immortality which lends its 
aid when they are least conscious of it. The man 
who has the most tedious job can do it with zest 
if he is able to realize that it is an important part 
of a great scheme. On the other hand, those who 
are given large responsibilities can rise no higher 
than a mechanical fulfilment of them· unless the 
inspiring force comes from an out-of-door con­
ception of life. 

But the City that lieth foursquare is not cramped 
or confined. The symbol is the opposite of 
exclusiveness or restriction. It is completeness 
and symmetry. • 

r. The City that lieth foursquare is the home of 
an ordered society, big enough for redeemed man­
kind, for it is complete and whole with the com­
pleteness and holiness of God. The kingdom of 
God is the measure of the City. This kingdom is 
so humble and lowly that it can be and is within 
us. It is so comprehensive that it can contain 
mankind, and yet there is room. The capacity for 

1 A. E. J. Rawlinson, Religir,us Reality. 
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si11-ht i11 110 Mrcat in one human 11oul that wo rnn 
h,,ld within ourselves the world thnt holdM un. 
l'c-1 hnp!I thi!I very fnct is n testimony to the p:nmt• 
1w~~ of thr kingdom of God-certninly il hoare 
witn<'i-~ 1,, the fitness of that kingdom for IIH, 

\ ln.- of th<' ju•t dt•mnnds thnt the hmnnn henrt 111w•>i I• tlmt 
th.- 11lti11111t,0 ,1h,1de of men should be thoroui,:hly h111111111, Uy 
th~t I 111,01111 111111 every fentnre of the life shnll n•sp1111d to 
1hr rxpc'('t11th1n of every feAtme of our nntme In h• hll{hc~t . 
,kvrh,p,n.-nt.. S,, the social aspect of Henven is ~ymbollr.~tl 
h~- th,· !:l'<"'l\t multitude which no man could number, Men 
"""'•• np 11,itlwr, with, ns it would seem nnd n~ wii would 
rxp,~,-1, tlw ,1,·11teness of self-consciousness worn clown hy 11 
roq><•rnt,· ,·,,nsci,msness which transcends our cxptri<'ncr 
l~,·:111s<' ,,fits ,·nstness nnd its unity. The se!f-givini: t'l,imenl 
rushrs thl\111~h the whole, vertica,lly and horizontnlly, In full 
:111<1 pm..- str..-nm, Rncial and nationnl chnractcristlca 11ml 
:ichinc:-mrnt nrc seen there, and h:nd special value to the 
wh,,k. In other words, there is there nil that which on 
c&rth w,· 111'<· trying to bring about in national life nm! in 
our sdH·m<" f,1r I\ league of nations forming a commonwealth 
of m,mkiml. Magnitude and o1'ier, according to Aristotle, 
ml\h bt•,111ty, So thnt in Heaven there will be the satisfac­
ti,,n, a,·c,,rding to the philosopher's definition, of 11. bcnuty 
which we yearn for, but which is out of reach because of the 
snmlln~s.s of t'nrth's population at any one time, even sup­
p<,sin~ we were l\ble to secure order among those who were 
hc~. 1 

~. The City that lieth foursquare is a great social 
realit}'. Its white company is composed of all 
mankind, since the first man, who have set their 
course thither and made it their deliberate and 
reiterated choice. In them history suddenly springs 
full-fledged into present life. It is no longer a 
tortuous procession winding through the vale of 
time, but a compact society, unified by a common 
motive, enjoying a fellowship of limitless extent 
and unmeasured richness. The commonwealth of 
mankind is a fact_ that is the most towering of all 
realities after God Himself. Not a passing pageant 
like the nations of earth, it is permanent, for the 
city hath foundat'ions builded of God. God has 
not stumbled in His purpose. The eccentricities 
and limitations of time have not blocked Him in 
His onward march with !tis children folded to His 
breast. They are all there in the unnumbered 
throng. Not one .of them is lost or misplaced. 

The . wonderful thing is that this . marvellous society is 
man's handiwork in close co-operation with God's. \Ve are 
building it to-day as the men of yesterday built, each our 
share and portion. 

1 C. H. Brent, The Mo11nl of Vision, 

For nn ye hcar1l n mn"k, Ill,, ~now 
They nre Luildin1,: Allll, "~rl111( Iha citr. Is huilt 
To music, thcrclt,rc. 11nvor l,11111. rtl al , 
And therefore built for nvt'IF, 

3. The society in the ( :i1.y iH both of heaven 
nnd of earth. For tho link that binds earth to 
heaven is organic, vitnl, Rncl intimate. The 'here' 
is the ' there ' in the proccHH . of becoming. All 
that vast multitude which cornpoRee the majority 
of the race from the beginning ha!i been able to 
reach the goal only by the wo.y wo are now treading. 
When' they went to the City tlrnL lieth foursquare, 
they did not lose any of the frngrancc in which life 
on earth is rich, but carried it with them. The tie 
that binds us together ie tho tie of a common lot 
lived out with a common purpose, which purpose 
still animates both thoso who are there and those 
who are here. There memo;iee of the past are 
quickened rather than dimmed by timelessness, (or 
all their ' then' is in their ' now.' What direct 
efforts they are making for our edification and 
encouragement,.to what extent an individual han~ 
there touches a life here, does not appear. But 
the self-giving of the whole rushes earthward. 

• through generous arteries, and gives us nourish­
ment and cheer. J,Ve· are cofopassed about with 
a great cloud of witnesses-not idle observers but 
sympathetic brethren. 

There is a query to-day 11s lo whether, except in mystical 
fashion, there can be inter-communion between ourselves and 
our friends yonder, • Love chafes under • the discipline of 
silence, and seeks to break its bars. Psychic phenomena 
nrc being called in to lend their aid and to produce voices of 
comfort. They are studied and employed in the name .of 
science, and mu'st be scientifically judged. They can be said 
to emanate from the spirit world only by_ ignoring~ the more 
probable hypothesis that they are the self-induced utterances 
of our own desires, stored memories, and thought transference, 
evoked from~that subconscious life which is an established 
fact of science. Until they are excluded from all possibility 
of finding their explanation in this or any othe~ cause, it is an 
unwarranted conclusion to attribute them to disembodied 
spirits. As phenomena opening up a new sphere for psycho­
logical study they are interesting. As means of communicat­
ing with ihe world of spirits they are doubtful, perilous, and 
unprofitable. 2 

Sexagesima, 

THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE. 

• I will pu( enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed.':....Gn 315• 

In every sincere and earnest life, there comes a 
time in which a man finds out his sin, finds that 

2 C. H. Brent, Tiu Mount of Vision. 
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th<' prohle.m of his life is complir.11trd with the fact 
11f moral evil. Innocence is ~onri, 111111 lieH behind 
him for ever. He has sinned. I lo is n sinner. 
Wlutl is to come of it? Oh, wl111t n hush and a 
~uspcnse falls on a life at llutl tliHc11very I The 
\Yanton act of sin has evidently 11l1nlt•<l long trnins 
11f 1:onscquences, so very much lon~er than the 
Ninncr knew. He listens for the 1·omolti reverbera-
1i1111s of his wickedness; and to him there comes 
rt•~lly the same word of God: "I will put enmity 
lwt ween you and your sin. It shall bruise your 
hr.d: b\lt you shall bruise its henJ." This is the 
prospect that opens before the mnn wniting to 
k_nowlhat will become of him now that he has 
sume - perpetual conflict with his sin, cruel 
wounds and pain and hindrance inflicted by his 
sin on him, and ultimate triumph over his sin by 
the grace of God, if he will have it. 

1. The battle with sin is both without and 
within. First it is without-with the sins of the 
world around us. Here we must guard ngainst 
thinking of sin as a mistake, or as an i111Convenience. 
If we do we shall stand in great danger, first, of 
compromising with it, and second, of using low 
and even sin.fol methods of opposing it. But if we 
think of sin as a Trightful wrong in itself,. a blot 
and curse in the universe of God, we shall grow at 
once absolutely intolerant of it, and at the same 
time watchfully anxious about the nature of the 
weapons which we shall use to fight it with. How 
often has even the Christian Church fought sin 
with sin ! How often has the selfishness which 
looked to an eternal luxury and privilege in heaven, 
been arrayed against the selfishness which was, 
hungry for meat, or thirsty for drink, here upon the 
earth ! How often has insincere profession been 
offered as the medicine for doubt I How many 
men have been transformed from cold indifference 
to hot partisanship, and thereby seemed to have 
been made religious ! How many revivals have 
been sensational and superficial and demoralizing ! 
Only when we see sin as God sees it, only then 
can we be sure of using no weapons that are not 
divine for its removal. Only when pity for it joins 
with horror at it in our hearts, as they join, in the 
heart of God, each keeping the other strong and 
pure, only then can we go out to meet it with a 
perfect determination, bound never to lay down 
our arms so long as there is any sin left in the 
world; and at the same time, with an absolute 
conviction that no impatience to rid the world of 

sin mu~t tempt IIH fr,r n moment to use any mean~ 
for its deetrucLl011 whi,:h nr" not pure and just; an 
absolute conviction thnt it iA hotter that sin should 
be left mnetcr of thn lir.lcl, than that it should be 
fought with 11in. 

H?w full of fnlth lhn 1111111 rnust he who sees a giant evil 
stalkmg through 1h11 l111111, rnl11l11g human live_s by the million, 
and knows how hy HOiii~ 111:I or policy which is not true and 
sound and pure ho mlt:hl 11rr0Ht that evil, and save preciou~ 
lives, and yet withhol<b hlH lumd and says, • I cannot.' Tho 
tim~ comes when, without II hesitation or misgiving, the 
soldier of God HCCK ll111l ho , 1ru1y strike, and may call every 
good power to wltne~• I 1111I he docs right in strikina- 'then 
men who called him cow1ml Lccnuse he would not ■trike al 
the wrong time, Aland liy In ntnnzement as they see him 
harvesting the field with every great sweep of his unhesitating 
arm. For now he i1 11 true Sir G11Jahad. 

His strength l1 11H the strength of. ten 
Because hi, heart Is pure. . 

The general holds hiR army till the' right moment for 
launching them upon the foe, It is heroism to stand still 
and wait under fire as truly as it is heroism by and by to rush 

• upon the guns of the enemy. It ·is disobedience and weak• 
ness to be self-willed and light wrongly, as truly as it is to 
run away and refuse to fight at all. 

It was the fairy of the place, 
Moving within a little light, 
Who touched with dim and ahadowy grace 
The conflict at its fever height, 

It·-_seemed to whisper 'Quietness,' . 
Then quietly itself was gone: 
Yet echoes of its mute caress 
~~re with me as the years w.enl on. 

It was the warrior within 
Who called 'Awake, prepare for fight: 
Yet lose not memory in the din : 
Make of thy gentleness thy might : 

• Make· of thy silence. words to shake 
The long-enthroned k,ings of earth : 
Make of thy will the force ·10 • break 
Their towers of wantonness and mirth.' 

It was the wise all-seeing soul 
Who. counselled neither war nor peace : 
'Only be thou thyself that goal 
In which the 'wars of time shall cease.' 1 

2. But the battle with sin is also within. If the 
• b~ttle with the sins of the world is hard, that is a 
harder battle which goes on in a man's own soul, 
his battle with his own sins. To know first of all 
and deepest of all, that that battle which goes on 
within us is God's battle is of supreme importance. 

1 A. E., Collected Poems, 46. 
' 
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\\'hi\l nm your sins? What i1 your "c,ll11h1101s, 
\'\l\11 untrnthfulness, your cruelty? h It NUlllC'Lhing 
whid, hurts nnd hinders you? lrn.ltJ1:1d it iH. Uut 
lwpm,l thnt it is something which ""'"VII" ki11~tlo111 
which lwlongs to God. It is IliH cimuuy. Anu 
<'\'C"r)' l\ltlVeml'nt of your consciencti1 nvc,1·y HC'llHe of 
1u1111pution and of incongruity, la not IUl"rcly the 
r<'\'\l\t ,if your own outraged soul, ll Ill oleo the 
d"im of the true King upon his Ki11Mllo111. lt is 
tht" sound of the monarch's trumpet Nummonins 
1ht1 rebellious castle to surrender. Ht!lieve thle, 
.md what a dignity enters into the morn! struggle 
,,f om life. It is no mere restleijS formontntion, 
the disturbed nature out of harmony with itself, 
It is God, with the great moral gravitation of uni­
wn.:1l righteousness, dragging this strny nnc.l wny­
w:rni ntom back into Himself. 

B11t if the battle be God's battle, then it ·must 
he fought only with God's weapons. Thnt must 
follow in our struggles with our sins as well as in 
our struggles with the world. You want to get rid 
of your selfishness. You must not kill it with the 
sw,nd of another selfishness, which thenceforth 
sh:ill rule in its place. Have we not all known 
nwn who in their youth were profligate nnd reck­
less? They flung the gold of health, and purity, 
:ind good esteem into the mire of licentiousness. 
By and by they saw how foolish and how fatal all 
ttlat was. .They were killing themselves with this 
which they called life. Then they reformed. They 
took care of their health. They nursed their 
reputation. They grew even to be very patterns 
of propriety. The town has no such censors· of 
wickedness to-day as they are. They are as un­
ch::tritable as they once were unscrupulous. And 
they are just as selfish to-day as they were twenty 
years ago when they were living in the furious 
indulgence of their appetites. They have, killed 
one selfishness with the sword of another selfish­
ness. It is the old story of the Book of Kings. 
Sennacherib king of Assyria is slain by his sons, 
as he is worshipping in the ~ouse of Nisroch his 
god And Esarhaddon his ~on reigns in his stead. 
And so the Assyrian despotism goes on still ! . 

There is something better than that. It is 
possible to bring down to the earth the perfect 
standards of the heavens, to stop thinking about 
safety and comfort and salvation altogether,, and to 
be splendidly inspired with the consciousness that 
we are soldiers under God ; to think of our own 
\ins not as the tbicgs which are going to condemn 

u■ to eternal torture, Liut 111 the enemie1 of Him, 
the hindranceR thut Nllln<l in the way of His 
victorious dc11ign1 ; to 11e1:1 their badness not in 
their consequence■, but In lheir nature, not in their 
quantity but in their quality; nnd HO to bring to 
bear upon the->very hia1t of them the intense hatred 
and intolerance which the very nature of sin must 
always excite in him who hae attained a true 
passion for holinea1,I 

He pnssctl in 1 he llf(lil 11( I he ~11n, 
In the pnlh 11ml lhc many tread, 

And his woi-k, lllrn !hr.In, wnH done 
For the H11l1t of hi• dnily bread ; . 

llul he carried II HWonl, 1111cl, on~ by on~ 
Out there in the conunm1 ll11ht of the sun, 

The sins of hiM llfr. foll <lcn<l. 

His feel ncvur found 1111, way 
Thnt lclllh to the porch of fame, 

But he strove to live: cnch clny 
With a conHcicnce void of blame ; 

And he carried n croHK whoKe Rhadow lay 
Over every step of hlK lowly way, 

Ancl he treasur~cl iu Hplendicl shame. 

So life was a long, ·hnrcl light-
For the wrong wa.~ ever there, 

And the cross ne'er out of sight, , 
The cross of (I. grey world's care; 

But right through !he dny to the failing light 
He carried the cross and fought the fight, 

Great-hearted to do and hear. 

Night fell-and the sword was sheathed, 
An'd the cross of life laid down, 

And into his CQr was breathed 
A whisper of fair renown; 

And the nameleas victorwas glory-wreathed, 

• 

') 

For the Voice that said, 'Let thy sword be sheathed,' 
Said also, ' And take thy .crown.' 2 • 

~h'ginitlus lf)utri1que. 

I. 

FEBRUARY. 

Dozologies. 
'The Lord is good.'-Nahum 1'. 

Away in Africa boys and girls have occasionally 
to take long cart journeys. After two or three 
homs the horses ·need a rest and a feed. We are 
told that on all the main roads there are suitable 
places marked off for what are. called outspans or 
unyoking places. The tired beasts know well 

l P. Brooks, Pwmly Swmims. 
: P. C. Ainsworth; Poems and Somuts. 
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wlw11 u110 of theae come, in si1ht. 'J'lit'ly luve 
hri1~ 11\ktm out or their har1.1ess 11ml loo~cl\l from 
1111: nut. non't you see them enjo)1it1~ U10 l'oll un 
the i:.1\11.1111I, the long deep ~rink, aml the; liu11dl01 
11f ¥110,I f,Jrngl'? If they could spenk, l l:11,11 i111i.~lne 
onr ,,f t\wm snying something like, ''l'hl1 i11 n.~Rl. 
i:,011,I. lf rvcr there was a h1cky bi:1u11, l '111 011c. 

l'v<" "~,wJ master who gives me lhu b~Ml of c,vcry­
thin~. Going over that bit of rond WllK nulhing. 
llurrnh I' In their own way they sing II doxology. 

1. l ,ik is really a journey. And 1110Hl of you 
lrn\'c 11\ready discovered that certain liit1 of the 
wa,1 may s,•em very long and tiresome. l wundel' 
if you hnve ever given the outsp1ms 11 tholll,lht. 
Sprin~time is one of them. On a bright lllorning 
in Fehru:uy, all creation seems to be rniHing it11 
voice in thankfulness. The flowers nre not awn.kc 
yet, but it is as if on every side there were joyous 
cries of ' We are coming ! We are coming I ' The 
buJs on the currant bushes are ready to bur~t, the 
bulbs are letting us know U~at they have been alive 
all through the winter. If our hearing were only 11. 

little more acute we should, by listening, be al.Ile 
to hear them getting ready to hoist their flog of 
welcome to spring. And the thrushes sing, oh, so 
beautifully. You have stopped to listen to 11. thrush 
singing many a time. Haven't you? • It qiakes 
you want to shout. You feel glad and you cannot 
do anything Qut make a noise. There are many 
beautiful sounds in the world that none of us can 
imitate. 

::r. And it is right that you should shout if you 
feel like it. A boy's whoop of joy may be ll real 
doxology. The brave young airman, Captain Ball, 
used to speak of the irresistible impulse to s~g 
when above the clouds, an~ a .flying comrade 
wrote: 

. . . In joy that on these flashing wings 
I cleave the skies-0 ! let them fret­
Now know I why the skylark sings 
U ntrarnmelled in the boundless air-
F or ntlne it is bliss to shar11-

And listen to what Wordsworth says : 
All the earth is gay ; 
Land and sea • 

Give themselves up to jollity, 
And with the heart of May 

Doth every beast keep holiday ;­
Thou Child of Joy, 

Shout round me, let me hear thy shouts, 
thou happy Shepherd-boy ! 

Oh evil day ! if I were sullen 
While Earth herself is adorning. 

3. Some very ~one! nldc,rly people, however, 
don'.t feel inclinei.l lo 11111" I 11,,lr <loxology in 9pring. 
They rather 1i11M il when Lhay think of their friends. 
Tennyson, in talkinl( lo " f'rhmd Haid, 'I believe in 
God, not from what 1 IICilM in Nature, but from 
what I find in mnn,' And he addtid, 'In Nature 
I see the Maker; l bulic,vc, l11 HiH goodness from 
what I find in my oym l,rn111t.' He loved God, 
for in one of hie ahurl poomH he spoke of Him 
as: 

'My Fnthcr, nn<l 111y Hro1lior, ,11nd my Cod I' 

Don't you think it wond(jrful that people have 
sung doxologies even whtm they were dying? The 
other day I raad of a very good man saying to his 
brother just before he pa1Red' away, 'Kiss me; 
Richard, God is good.' 

4. But you are in tlrn 11prin~of life, and on this 
February morning all crentiotr is praising God. 
You can join in the praise. We do not want you 
to shout on the way homll from church, but I shall 
read you a little bit of a prayer. You know that 
some prayers begin with thanking God. This one 
does, and it is only the doxology part that I give 
you. Try to remember It, especially the last ·little 
bit: 

.God who created n1c 
Nimble 11nd light .of limb, 

In th~ clements free, 
To run, to ride, to swim : 

Not when the sense is dim, 
But now from the heart of joy, 

I woul.l remember Him : 
Take th~ thanks of a boy. 

I shall repeat the last three lines very slowly: 
But now from the heart of-joy, 

I would remember Him: 
Take the thanks of a boy. 

When you go out into the air, think of them. 
To-morrow repeat them again, and the next day 
too, for these wi9e elderly people of whom I told 
you bad God's goodness for the burden of their 
song. The prophet Nahum was very Jewish, and 
expressed most things differently from what we 
should do. But. the four words of the little 
doxology are in our language-in your language, 
The Lord is good. 

Measuring Lines. 

'A man with a measuring line.'-Zech. 2 1• 

The other day when I was walking along a 
country road I saw two men carrying what looked 
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like ::1. huge tl\pt' 1111"1\Nnn•, They laid it down on 
the ground, strctd1f'll It tiMht, nnd then the mnn 
who was in front nuul,1 a llttlo jotting in a notebook. 

I daresay y,l11 lum, often seen men doing the 
same thing, nml you know that they are road 
surveyors who!ll' h111hw~11 it is to measure the 
roads and sec that thry nrc kept in good order. 
Now measuring li11~11 "'"tl very important things, we 
couldn't very wotl 1,t<'I 11long without them. So 
to-day I want to talk lo you nbout these lines­
how and when to 111c the-:m. 

There are thrcl' <litT,mmt kinds of things we try 
to measure. 

1. First of all, them, nm the things we can measure. 
And these arc usuntly the things we ought to 
measure. \Ve can nwnsure money, and we ought 
to do that from timt' to time to make sure that we 
are not spending 1nbrti than we have, to make sure 
also that we a.re not spending too much on our­
selves and giving too littl& away. We can measure 
our food, and mother knows what that means when 
sugar is rationed and she has to count every spoon­
ful that goes into your tea. We can measure our 
time. If we are going in for an examination and 
hne just an hour and a half to answer the paper, 
we can set aside so much time for each question. 
These are all things that we can measure and that 
it is wise to measure. 

2. But, secondly, there are the things it is difficult 
to measure, and they are the things that we often 
measure wrong. Because, you see, we are so apt 
to.measure peopl«; and things by what they look 
like instead of by what they are. Perhaps you will 
understand better if I t~ll you a story which) heard 
lately. -

In a certain country district there lived :t lonely 
farmer whom everybody thought very mean. He 
would give away nothing he could keep. When 
he was asked for a contribution for any charitable 
object he either gave nothing at all or a very 
shabby subscription. His clothes were worn and 
threadbare. He starved himself and he even 
starved his land. So by and by his acquaintances 
left him alone, and he lived his solitary life, year 
in, year out, with no one to care very much what 
happened to him. 

Then one day his story leaked out. The farmer 
had once had a very dear friend who had done 
him a great wrong. They had drifted apart and 
the friend had married. After some years the 
friend died, and it came to the ears of the farmer 

/, 

lhnl • hr hAd died very poor. lfo !incl <li11d Vf'.ry 

poor 1111<1 hnd left n family of young d1ildr1m p111111i-
1t~,111 1111el qrphoned, for the mother hnd dir.d pre­
vlo11Nly. So, ror the s~ke of the old fri11111l•hip, the 
fnrmt1r loolc upon himself the bringinl( llfl of theHe 
chilclrn1~. He fed them, he clothed thr.m, hi: 
ed11c11lod lhcm, until they were n:ndy t,, ~" ()Ut 

into tho world and earn their own livinl(, ll11t to 
do lhh1 ho hnd to pinfh anQ starve himNlllf, for he 
WI\H nol n rich man. And when his ncquninlnnces 
heard tho etory they were thoroughly 1111humr.d, for 
t!1e 11mn they, had counted mean WIIH tht: most 
genoro11H in the whole district. 

So, uoya ond girls, be very, very careful with your 
me11Huring line when you apply it to other p<!ople. 
Try to got beyond the mere surface. Don't jump 
to the conclusion that people are mean because 
they have few pennies to give away. Don't 
imagine that. people are ill-natured bccauHe they 
have spoken a sharp word to you. Perhaps they 
have some big worry to try their temper that you 
know nothing about. Don't conclude that people 
are tiresome when perhaps they are just tired. 
And remember, too, that it isn't always those who 
speak the biggest that do the most; it isn't always 
those who smile the sweetest that are the most 
sincere ; It isn't always those who wear the finest 
clothes that have the noblest hearts. 

I read a sort of fable the other day. It told 
how an angel was sent down to a certain village 
with a measuring rod. His business was to 
measure the people in the village and to crown as 
king (,r queen the one who came up to the required 
standard. He measured the minister, the school­
master, the squire, and many other well-known 
people, but they all .failed to reach the standard. 
Then at last he picked out of the crowd a poor, 
shabby little woman. Nobody had ever thought 
very much about her, but they knew that she was 
al~ays trying to do kind things and to help those 
who were in trouble. She alone of all that village 
reached the required measure, and there, before 
them all, the angel crowned her queen. 

3. But lastly there are some things we can't 
measure, and these are usually the best things of all. 
Did you ever try to measure happiness? Did you 
e~er try to measure your mother's love? Did you 
ever try to measure God's love? Ah, some people 
have tried to do that. They have measured God's 
love by the measure of their own miserable little 
hearts, and they have made it less than the love 
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of 1111·11. llut Uod's love is immcnsurnbh·. ll iH 

dt't'pt'r tlum thr oecnn, and wider Lhan the u11ivnrRo, 
nm\ hi)l.lwr thnn the henvens. .It is umlur1m11lh 
us, nml ni11ntl nhout us, and over us. ll iH Ko hi14 
and wid,· 1uHI tt•nder that we can only lm1,1i11 tu 
reali,,, tht" lt-ust bit of what it is like. 

B,1ys nnd !,!;iris, have you begun to rcnli:w whnl 
God's low is? Have you ever begun to think 
about it ? llave you let a little bit of it inlo your 
h(.•11rts anJ into your lives? If you haven't duno 
it yl't. don't wait any longer. Do it now. 

The, Amethyst. 

'The twelfth, amethyst.'-Rev. 21•. 

Our precious stone for February is the last in 
the third great list mentioned in the Bible, it is the 
twelfth foundation-stone of the New Jerusalem-· 
the amethyst. 1t is also the ninth stone of the 
high priest's breastplate. It is the birth-stone 
for February, so the boys and girls whose birthday 
is in February can listen q,ard. 

There is one remarkable thing about the 
amethyst. All the other stones mentioned in the 
Bible have been argued about by scholars, and 
articles have been written saying that the Hebrew 
word used for the stone did not mean that stone 
but another. But nobody has ever had any doubt 
about the amethyst. All are agreed that the 
amethyst is just the amethyst-true to its name 
from the very beginning. 

I need not describe an amethyst to you. You 
know it just as well as I do. Indeed, very possibly 
some of the girls present have an amethyst brooch 
or an amethyst pendant, for an amethyst is a stone 
often worn by young people. There are a great 
many amethysts in the world, and they are not so 
costly as some of the other precious stones. That is 
why we often see them. But though the amethyst 
may be inexpensive, it is none the less lovely, and it 
has always been prized for its exquisite colour. It 
was used as a gem by the ancient Egyptians, and 
our own forefathers knew it also, for amethyst 
beads have been found in old Anglo-Saxon graves 
in England. • 

The stone is a form of crystal, and it is found 
in Russia, India, Ceylon, and South America. It 
is also found in this country, but the home speci­
mens are not so valuable as those from abroad. 

The Hebrew word for amethyst meant 'dreams,' 
for it was supposed that the amethyst brought to 
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itA owner sleep. Tho ( :rnok word iH the word 
we use. It means 'not i11toxic11led,' because the 
CireekR believed thal tho 1u1111I hyHt prevented 
drunkenness. They cvc11 I houKhl that if wine were 
drunk out of an amcthy11I cup it could not harm 
the drinker. The amcLhyNt, Y"ll ace, was the 
symbol for sobriety. To tho 1,:uti:rn it was also 
the symbol for firm fricn<.IHl1ip. 

Now what has the amclhy1l to 11ay to us? The 
onyx said, 'Choose th0 bcHl EnKravcr.' I think 
the amethyst says, ' De loyal.' 

1. It is the symbol of soliricty, and as such it 
says, Be loyal to yourself. Whal <loci:; being loyal 
to ourselves mean? It just mennH doing nothing 
unworthy ofthe self that Gou gave us. It means 
not hurting our bQdy with over-eating or over­
drinking or over-working or over-amusing. It 
means not abusing God's gift in any way. It 
means not condescending to Hoil our soul with 
low ideas, or unclean words, or mean actions. 
In a word it means being true to the best that is 
in us. 

2. The amethyst is the symbol of friendship. 
As such it says, Be loyal to others. The fi\-st neces­
sity of friendship is loyalty. If you are not loyal 
you are no friend. You are an enemy. Those 
who run down their friends behind their back are 
beneath contempt. Nobody wants their society­
we can't call it their friendship. -A friend is one 
who is loyal through thick and thin, who sticks to 
you and believes in you whatever others may say. 

A little boy was once asked to describe a friend, 
and he gave the best description I know. He 
said, 'A friend is a chap what sticks to you even 
after he has found you out.' That is the kind of 
friend to have, and the kind of friend to-be. 

3. The amethyst is purple-the royal colour­
and it is known as the 'soldier's stone.' As such 
it says, Be lo1at to your king.-..., If we wear the 
king's colours we must be his man, his at all costs .,, . 
We must be loyal not only m name. We must be 
ready to prove our loyalty. 

When the French were invading Russia at the 
beginning of last century they arrived at a small 
village. All the inhabitants had fled save one 
peasant-a woodman, judging from the axe in his 
belt. The officer in command of the French 
troops ordered the man to-~ shot. The soldiers 
raised their muskets and prepared to fire, but the 
peasant coolly looked down the barrels of the guns 
and riever flinched. The officer was so struck 

• 
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,nth tlw mnn's courage that he com111"11dt11I tho 
lhmi,:. l'-\TI)' to lower their musket~, 11ml Mpnr·~ the 
p11~,,11,·r•~ life. • But,' said he, 'we Hlrnll put n 
m;uk up,\ll him.' They made a bmi1din1,t-h·c'111 ,·cd­
lwt :tm\ plit<'<'d it on the peasant's lumd. When 
tht·, 1-..·11H1,•r-ti it something was left th11rn. 'Whnt 
is th;tt?' :tsked the woodman. 'Thnt.' 11nicl the 
,1tli,'<'r, • is nn N. for Napoleon. You lwlong to 
h:m 1ww.' The man turned, plnced tho hmntlcd 
h;md ,111 :\ solid place, took his nxe from hiK hclt, 
;rnd with one stroke severed the hand from hi8 nl'm. 
• Then.• now ! ' cried he, ' there is not one bit of me 
that ,l,it·s not belong to the Czar.' That mn11 w:ts 

truly 1,iyal. He preferred to lose hia hnml rnlhcr 
th:tn bt• branded a traitor to his country. He wns 
willin~ to give his hand for his•king. 

How much are we willing to give for our 
('~iuntry? And how deep does our loyalty go? We 
an· rc.·J.dy to climb the lamp-post or scale the wnll to 
sc.'<-' the procession, and we shout ourselves hoarser 
th . .m most, and sing 'God save the King' till we 
t't.·d thrills like little trickles of cold water rum{ing 
d,nrn our back. But that kind of loyalty is only 
skin-deep·. The loyalty that is ready to sacrifice 
ewrything if need be is the true loyalty. 

4. llut the amelhy"t hnN on~ more message for 
UA, It says, /Jt lfl)'fll /fl .Y""" Heavenly Kin1;. 
Boys and girls, that kind of loyalty sometimes 
costs more than loy11lly lo your r.arthly king. You 
will find when you grow up and go out into the 
~orld that it will often ho very very difficult not to 
be disloyal. When your r:ompnnions taunt you 
about your religion, when they laugh you to scorn 
and call you coward l,ccau1e yoy will not join 
them In some schc1111J which you know to be 
wrong, then is the time to 11ct your teeth and say 
to you1self, • No mnttcr what happens I will be 
loyal, I will, I will, I will.' And you will. There's 
no doubt about it. 

There is a beautiful fancy which I came across 
the other day. It tellK what becomes ?f the gold 
of the corn and the purple of the heather when the 
summer is over, and the grain is garnered, and the 
bloom of the heather faded. The gold and the 
purple are not lost although we see them no more. 
The angels have taken them to build the golden 
streets and the amethyst walls of the City of God. 
And one day, if we are loyal to the King of Heaven, 
we shall find again in His Heavenly City the gold 
:ind the purple which we loved and lost on earth. 

------·•·------

Bv EDWARD GRune, M.A., CROYDON. 

I, Faith is correctly described as 'the proving of 
things not seen '--or the response of our whole 
inner man to God-what is its relation to belief in 
the truth of the Gospel story? Can our inter­
pretation of the records of what is alleged to have 
happened centuries ago affect our lives here and 
now? Have any facts in history a real significance 
for Faith? Clearly the,Christian religion is vitally 
rellted to what are held to be the historical facts 
of the personality, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
This involves it in a special difficulty, which was 
ablv stated many years ago by the late Professor 
T .• H. Green, who had been led, by the New 
Testament criticism of Strauss and others, to a 
'.legative conclusion in rega~d to some at least of 
these ' facts.' He wtt>te : 

'The faith which is supposed to be demanded 
of us as Christians invo).yes two elements which, to 
say the least, are wholly different: on the one 

side, a certain intelleatual assent which, if the 
propositions assented to concerned any other 
events than those purporting to convey a Divine 
revelation, we should say could make no differ­
ence to the heart or spirit or character-call it 
what we will-which is alone of absolute value in 
a man; on the other side, a certain attitude or 
disposition which belongs distinctively to this 
"inner man," and gives us our worth as moral or 
spiritual beings. The deepening of the conception 
of Faith in the Lutheran theology only brings this 
discrepancy into clearer relief. The more strongly 
we insist. that Faith is a personal and conscious 
relation of the man to God, forming the principle 
of a new life, not perhaps observable by others, 
but which the man's own conscience recogniz~s, 
the more awkward becomes its dependence on 
events believed to have happened in the past. 
The evidence for their having happened may be 




