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A bibliography of the published writings of 
Professor Jacob Weingreen 

compiled by 
E.J.W.McCann 

Some twenty years ago, like several 
generations of students before me, I first 
climbed to the top floor of East Chapel to 
begin the study of Hebrew. The scene in the 
room is easily recalled. In the middle stood 
a blackboard and easel, beside it a large and 
sagging armchair, scattered around the room 
on various tables lay books, papers, and 
assorted archaeological artefacts, on the 
wall a cast of (I think) the Moabite Stone, 
and waiting to greet us, spectacles perched 
on his forehead, his gown about his shoulders 
and pipe in hand was Professor Weingreen. He 
was the first professor I had ever met, and 
to this day he remains the perfect embodiment 
of all that that title signifies. With 
infinite patience and encouragement he began 
to show us how, in the words of the preface 
to BDB, we might "unlock the rich 
treasure-house of the Old Testament". In all 
the hours spent in that room I cannot recall 
him once dispairing of us however dull our 
wLt~ or clumsy our work. 

Being a s~all School there was none of the 
rigid divison into year groups as was common 
elsewhere in the University. Rather, from 
Junior Freshman' to Senior Sophister we mixed 
freely together, whether in the Oriental 
Languages Society where we were encouraged to 
follow our own lines of enquiry and widen our 
knowledge of the ancient world, or on those 
occasions when Professor and Mrs Weingreen 
used royally to entertain us to tea at their 
home. 
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In preparing this bibliography of his 
published writings I am pleased to be able to 
of fer him some small token of the debt I owe 
him for the example of humanity and 
scholarship he set. 

******** 
Among his many works it is of course his 
Grammar for which he is best known. First 
published in 1939 with a second edition in 
1958 it has been reprinted thirteen times and 
no fewer than 103,350 copies have been 
issued. In almost fifty years it has never 
been out of print. Similarily its companion, 
Classical Hebrew Composition, has been used 
wherever a solid grounding in the structure 
of the language has been recognised as an 
essential basis of biblical study. 

His other publications embrace a wide range 
of topics, although one predominates; that of 
the continuity of tradition from Old 
Testament to early rabbinic times. In 1976 
several of his major papers on this theme 
were brought together and re-edited in Froin 
Bible to Mishna. In the list which follows I 
have indicated this where appropriate. 

In attempting to record almost half a century 
of work.published in many different places: I 
cannot claim to have included everything;·and 
I have made no attempt to list Professor 
Weingreen's many book reviews. It is my hope 
that this may neverthele~s serv~ as ~ ah 
interim bibliography and that PrO:fe~sor 
Weingreen may enjoy many more years df 
fruitful work. 
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Bibliography 
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A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, xii + 316p. 

1951 

'The rabbinic approach to the study of the 
Old Testament', Bulletin of the John Rylands 
Library, vol 34, p 166-90. 
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in From Bible to Mishna, p 1-31. 
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'Themes in Old Testament stories', 
Hermathena, no 85, p 13-35. 

1954 
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syntax', Vetus Testamentum, vol 4, p 50-59. 
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Reprinted with revisions in FBTM, p 32-54. 
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'Coins', in Documents from Old Testament 
Times, ed. D. Winton Thomas. Edinburgh: 
Nelson, p 230-35. 
Reprinted New York: Harper & Row, 1961. 
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'Bible criticism', in The Standard Jewish 
Encyclopedia, ed. Cecil Roth. New York: 
Doubleday, col 313-14. 
Reprinted in The New Standard Jewish 
Encyclopedia, ed. Cecil Roth and Geoffrey 
Wigoder. London: W.H. Allen, 1970, col 312-13. 
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second edition. Oxford: Clarendon Press; New 
York: Oxford University Press, xii + 316p. 
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'The title moreh sedek', Journal of Semitic 
Studies, vol 6, p 162-74. 
Reprinted with revisions as 'The title 
moreh ~ege~ (Teacher of Righteousness?) in 
FBTM, p 100-14. 
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'Exposition in the Old Testament and in 
rabbinic literature', in Promise and 
Fulfilment: Essays Presented to Professor 
S.H. Hooke in Celebration of his Ninetieth 
Birthday, ed. F.F. Bruce. Edinburgh: Clarke, 
p 187-201. 
Reprinted with revisions in FBTM, p 55-75. 
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'The origin of the synagogue', Hermathena, no 
98, p 68-84. 
Reprinted in FBTM, p 115-31. 

'A rabbinic-type gloss in the LXX version of I 
Samuel 1:18', Vetus Testamentum, vol 14, p 
225-28. 

1966 

'The case of the daughters of Zelophchad', 
Vetus Testamentum, vol 16,, p 518-22. 
Reprinted in FBTM, p 86-89. 

'The case of the woodgatherer (Numbers XV: 
32-36), Vetus Testamentum, vol 16, p 361-64. 
Reprinted in FBTM, p 83-85. 
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'Saul and the ~abiru', Proceedings of the 
Fourth World Congress of Jewish Studies. 
Jerusalem, 1965, p 63-66. 

1968 

' 1'n~~1~ in Genesis 15:7', in Words and 
Meanings: Essays Presented to David Winton 
Thomas on his Retirement from the Regius 
Professorship of Hebrew in the University 
of Cambridge, ed. P.R.Ackroyd and B.Lindars. 
Cambridge: University Press, p 209-15. 

'Oral Torah and written records', in Holy 
Book and Holy Traditions, International 
Colloquium held in the Faculty of Theology 
University of Manchester, ed. F.F.Bruce and 
E.G.Rupp. Manchester: University Press, p 
54-67. 
Reprinted with revisions in FBTM, p 76-99. 
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1969 

'The pattern theory in Old Testament studies', 
Hermathena, no 108, p 5-13. 

'The rebellion of Absalom', Vetus Test­
amentum, vol 19, p 263-66. 
Reprinted in FBTM, p 72-75. 

1970 

'The deuteronomic legislator - a proto­
rabbinic type', in Proclamation and Pres­
ence: Old Testament Essays in Honour of 
Gwynne Henton Davies, ed. John I.Durham and 
J.R.Porter. London: SCM Press; Richmond Va.: 
John Knox Press, p 76-89. 
Reprinted with revisions in FBTM, p 132-42. 

'A new approach to Old Testament studies', 
Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 
vol 70, section C, p 3-12. 

1971 

Shihyung kutien Hsipelaiwen wenfao, trans. J. 
Kuo. Tainan, Taiwan: privately printed and 
published, x + 303p. 
[Chinese translation of Practical Grammar of 
Classical Hebrew.] 

1972 

'The case of the blasphemer', (Leviticus XXIV: 
10ff), Vetus Testamentum, vol 22, 
p 118-23. 
Reprinted in FBTM, p 89-92 

'Some observations on English versions of the 
Old Testamment', Hermathena, no 113, P 5-14. 
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'The continuity of tradition from Bible to 
Mishna', Proceedings of the Fifth World Con­
gress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, 1969, 
p 27-34. 
The final chapter of FBTM, 'Deuteronomy, a 
proto-Mishna', p 141-~is based on this 
paper. 

'Hermathena and Old Testament studies'# Her­
mathena, no 115, p 20-25. 

'An introduction to Hebrew grammar', in Ency­
clopedia Judaica Yearbook 1973: events of 
1972. Jerusalem: Keter Publishing, p 221-25. 

'The theory of the amphictyony in pre-mon­
archical Israel', Journal of the Ancient Near 
Eastern Society of Columbia University, 
vol 5, p 427-33. 

[Hebrew trans.] 
;~.,1!.1,=i i'l'7 Ji '7'1Jj7'7!lt.l~ nn,n C~il, in Zer ligevurot 

[essays presented to President Shazar on his 
eightieth birthday], ed. B.Z.Luria. Jerusalem, 
p 73-77. 

1976 

'The concepts of retaliation and compensation 
in Biblical law', Proceedings of the Royal 
Irish academy, vol 76, section C, p 1-11. 

'The decalogue', Capuchin Annual, p 210-16. 

From Bible to Mishna: the Continuity of Trad­
ition. Manchester: University Press; New York: 
Holmes & Meier, xii + 164p. 
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in The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible: 
an Illustrated Encyclopedia, supplementary 
volume. Nashville: Abingdon, p 436--38. 
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'Rabbinic-type commentary in the LXX version 
of Proverbs', Proceedings of the Sixth World 
Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem,1973, 
p 407-15. 

1 982 

n1N-,J~ 11~?~ n11n n1~1 
in Interpreting the Hebrew Bible: Essays in 
Honour of E.I.J.Rosenthal, ed. J.A.Emerton and 
S.C.Reif. Cambridge: University Press, 
p 267-75. 

Introduction to the Critical Study of the 
Text of the Hebrew Bible. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press; New York: Oxford University Press, 
ix + 103p. 

1983 

'The pi'el in biblical Hebrew: a suggested new 
concept', Henoch, vol 5, p 21-29. 

1984 

Hebreu biblique: methode elementaire. Paris: 
Beauchesne, 320p. 
[French translation of Practical Grammar of 
Classical Hebrew.] 
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