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THE HIGH NUMBERS OF THE PENTATEUOH: ARE
THEY TRUSTWORTHY? By PHILIP HENRY GOBSE,
F.R.S.,

VICE-PRESIDENT

Viot. In8t.

1. MORE than a year ago, a paper 011 this subject, by the
Rev. Dr. ThomtoIl, was read before the Victoria
Institute. If any apology were Ileeded for going 'again over
the trodden ground, it might be found in tbe grave importance
of the subject, at least in its, collateral issues, and in my own
disagreementJ -in toto} wi~h his conclusions. I Bay cc my own
disagreement," becanse I have no desire to share my responsibility with others; though I have reason to think that I do
not stand alone in my judgmeut.
2. The subject is far from new. It is an old battle-field
both of assault and defence. Of late it has been fought-over
with fresh energy on the Continent, and in England. The
author of the paper I have meIltioned, apologises for a path,
to some extent, at least, parallel >y:ith that pursued by Dr.
Colenso; and it is but fair to add that he strongly disavows
Iris conclusions. Dr. Thomton, whom I would not for an
instant confound with the school which is represented by
Dr. Colenso,-considers that he is "writing in the interests
of that Scriptnre which he criticises." But of this others
also may jndge. I take the freedom (without at all impugning his iutention) of judging whether his paper is in
the interests of Holy Scripture, 01' adverse to it; aud my
judgment is very different from his. I believe that the reasonings of that paper, if thBY m'B SBVB1'Bly logical, must inevitably
lead to the rejection of inspiration, in the ouly sense in which
inspiration is to me worth anything. This result its respected
author would, I am sure, repudiate as vehemently as myself.
3, Therefore, while I would not write a word disrespectful,
,~ither to him or to anyone else from whom I differ in judg-
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ment, I may, withont offence, I trust, examine his published
This I propose to do in the
following memoir; not without hope of establishing, on impregnable bases, conclusions of a very different character; and
of satisfying the humble believer that the assailed Righ
Numbers of the Old Testament, so rar from being "weak
points,'} which we must give up with a good grace} "lest we
subject olll'selves morally and intellectually to the same penaJty
and the same disgrace as military law assigns to those who
obstinately defend a post plainly untenable," stand on the
same broad footing as the narrative itself, aud possess the
very same claim to our acceptance.
4. Let me at the outset distinctly. say that my faith rests
not on a translation, nor on a copy. We may most legitimately
discuss whether aTepewp.a in Greek) or formamant in English,
adequately represents l1'P'; and whether certain words or
phrases have been omitted, added, or changed, by the ine
firmity of transcribers. It is upon the original autographs of
the inspired writers that our faith rests with absolute confidence. Yet, as Re who ordained the written Word was possessed of perfect wisdom, absolute knowledge; boundless
resources, and could not but foresee that, to the overwhelming
majority of human readers, tbis Word would be known only
iu copies or translations, it is derogatory to Rim to suppose
that Re would not provide for the potentiaJ, if not actuaJ;
rectification of errors of frailty. A wise mechanician does as
much as this. Re who invents and constructs an electrio
cable forecasts the perils to which it will be exposed; guards
the metals from contact with the oxidizing water; and, as far
as possible, the cord from the violence of anchors and grap'
nels. And surely the Allwise will do, nay, hath done, no less.
Lectionea vwrire are checked by the collation of many copies,
by the renderings of ancient versions, and by the citation~ of
early writers; translations are checked by the wide diffusion of
learning enabling many to test their correctness. In '! very
few cases, one inspired writer appears to be at variance with
another ;-as when the interval between the Exode and thil
Foundation of the Temple is given as 480 years in 1 Kiugs vi. 1,
and as a century more by the Apostle Paul (Acts xiii. 18-22);
In such cases, it is doubtless lawful and worthy to examine on
which side the evidence preponderates, and to suggest explanations of the variance. Only (and this I say to myself, as
.well as to others), in all such disquisitions let us bear vividl:t
in mind that it is the Truth of God with which we have to do.
It is holy ground: we must tread with unshod feet. In no:
spirit of rivalry, no pharisaic assumption of superiority over
opinions) and test his reasoning.

351
others, do I attempt this inquiry; but in a sincere desire that
God's glory may be vindicated, and the faith of my fellowbelievers sustained.
5. There appears in many even reverent minds a somewhat
morbid fear of admitting God's government ev~n when the
legitimaoy of miraole is, in terms, allowed.
are constantly
meeting such a statement as this :-" Such and such could not
have been without a miracle; but we must not bring in
?,iraculous i'!terve,,;tion neec;llessly." Granted mo.st fully: but
lS there no ~"a medw,; nothing between the ordinary experience of YCCldentaJ Gentile life in the nineteenth centlll'y and a
suspenslon of the "laws of nature"? [conceive that there
is;. an.d that t~e recognition of it will go rar to silence all the
obJ~ctlOns which t.he De Wette school of theology brings
That· Book presents relations
agam.st Roly SCrlpture.
sustamed by the Blessed God to Ris creation, far other than
~e imposition of an unaJterable law upon it at the first; very
different from a mechanic's making a clock, and leaving it to
go. Unceasing supervision and control are Ris. TheEternsl
Son is described as "npholding aJl things by the word of Ris
power" (Reb. i. 3): "in Rim aJl things hold together,"UVV€UTijKE (Col. i. 16).
Nay, so minutely vigilant is this
supervision, that, as the Lord JBans Himself avers, a sparrow
falls not unnoticed by God; and that the very hairs of Our
heads are aJl numbered (Luke xii. 6, 7). We are then
abundantly justified in concluding that the Blessed God not
ouly suspends Ris own law~ of created being when Re pleases,
but does also so hold them m Ris hand that their operation is
nrected and moulded to His ends. Row what we call the laws
)f ~ature will act ~hen. there is np Divine reason for modifying
;hell" average actlOn, lS one thmg: how, when God has a
'pecial object to accomplish with them, is another. And of
;his varying ","clus Re aJone is the judge; we, only after the
act, by reverently watching Ris dealing, by hearkening to the
'oice of Ris word.
6. One thing it is not· difficult to see :-that the national
,irth of Israel, and tbe isolation of them from all other peoples,
~aa a cardinal part of $e Divine economy; since of them
lhrist came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Rere,then
re have a dignus Vindice nodus.
'
7. This seems to me to lie at the base of almost all the diffiulties de gueis agitat"T; the reluctance to admit that One of
muite resources, having a will of Ris own, is not to be
mited in action by ordinary average conditions.
For,
,cognize this; fully, constantly, consistently admit this, that
Re doeth according to Ris will [not only] in the army of

We

352
heaven, [bnt also] among the inhahitants of the earth"
(Dan. iv. 35); and the difficulty has vanished: the question
.
.
becomes solely one of testimony.
8. Let me illustrate this. Suppose an intelligent and CUI.tlvatecl Siamese, who has previously had no intercourse WIth
Europeans, suddeuly, on some account o~ other, sent on .'"
mission to England. He returns, and wntes a report of hIS
adventures. Perhaps he had seen one of the princely domains
of onr noblemen, and had been greatly struck with the
gorgeons orchid-houses, many den,izen.s of whic.h were familiar
to him from childhood. On thIS hIS narrative dilates; he
mentions one by one the magnificent oriental J!.owers by. their
Siamese names· avers that he saw these 10 the dIstant
northern land; that multitudes of others, novel to him, bnt of
like forms and habits, were associated with these; that several'
hundreds were visible at one glance; that all were growiog
healthfully; that no other plants but these aerial parasites
were present j no ~reeB~ no shrubs, no trailing briers, no t~orny
creepers, no tangling lianes, no grass, no weeds, no rubbIsh of

any sort. He omits to state the conditions under which these
facts occurred· the search for the plants in their native regions,.
their collectio~ by many hands, and their transmission to
England; the glass houses; the artificial heat; ~he selection
and accumulation of one special order; the excluslOn of everything alien to it; the learning, skill, and cl1re bestowed upon
the object ;-all this he does not mention; perhaps he had
little notion of it himself; he simply and straightforwardly
narrates the facts.
9. Presently the critics in the Siam capital dissect his narrative. "With this tribe of plants we happen to be familiar;
and here we shall have a vantage-ground for estimating the
truth of his other statements.. Now, he has ah·eady said, and
we well enough know, that England is a cold country, with
severe frost. every year; but these air-plants are found only in
" hot climate; frost, 01' the approach to it, would certainly kill
them. Here is contradiction the first! But, again, he saw
hundreds at one glance. Now, we all know that, though they
are common enough with us, to see half a dozen kinds together
is very rare' we should have to take a weary wall<, indeed,
before we h~d observed a hundred of these beautiful parasites.
'fhen again, whoever heard of such plants growing', as this
romancer pretends, by themselves alone: all the vegetation
composed, forsooth, of air-flowers 1 This fact alone stamps·
impossibility on the whole. Again, they are almost whollymany that he actually names are invariably, epiphytes, parasites
on the trunks and limbs of our forest trees; and mark! he
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distinctly states that' no trees' were within sight. It is, in
short, abuIldantly clear, t~at whatever object the sDi-adsant:
travell~r ':la! have presCl~bed to himself in composing this
narratIve, It IS totally destitute of all claim to historic verity.
10. ".Bnt h? has L.:tcidentally mentioned a trifling circum_
stanc?, m which agam we are fortanately able to test his
Yeraclty; and here, too, we find it fails beyond all possibility of
doubt. He contracted a friendship in England with a young
student of noble birth, who, in fact, introduced him to this
imaginary paradise of flowers. He declares that on the 1st of
APr!!, 1871, he was delighted to learn that his friend had
a.ttamed great honoll'S throughont England, by rowing in the
s!,ccessful one of two boats, that were striving on an English
nver for mastery. We will not dwell on the absurdity of a
n~ble's toil!llg in rowiog-boats, nOr on the equal absurdity ofa
mIghty natlOn like Englaud's caring which boat won. We will
probe him closer than this. He has happily committed himself to dates.. No,:," we pin him. It was on the Ist of April,
187~, that .thls strIfe of boats occurred, and on this 1st of
A:prIl, 1871, he declares that the news of the result delighted
him. Where, then, was he on that day? Near the river, of
cODrse, you say. Not at all: he has actnally recorded that at
noon of that very Ist of ~pril, 1871, he sailed from Bombay, a
place several thousand' mIles from England 1 Thus he asks
ns to believe that information of the issue of a race of boats
9n an English l'iver, necessarily occupying in all its concomi,tants several hoers, was certainly known a.t several.thousand
:pilles' distance before the noon of the same day :-we need no·t
isay.a physical impossibility 1 The day, however, selected for
i:'t111S feat, ,!hich sets both time and space at nought, is the
;i1;st. of April, a day for ages devoted by Western superstition
'i~p,mockery and unreality; a circumsta.nce which of itself
;R~ght to suggest the non-historic character of this document."
¥i.\ .11. Exactly as my snpposed Siamese critic de~ls with what,
,11evertheless, are irrefragable verities, does the Colensian
;s9hool deal with the Pentateuch; and the sting and virus of
tRP.th are annulled by the same principle. It may be replied to
;~Rth,~" You assume that what is cn'd'inarily true must be <"VOl'
i1:tne ;, you make no allowance for intelligenc.e, and will, and
Ipgwer, ,controlling the ordinary, and inducing the ·emaor;W,l"ary. ' The taste of the Western noble chooses. certain
!K~~s of plant-?~auty; his wealth enables him to put in
i\l'.?tion the mantlme resources of his nation to gather.the
m1#!cts of his pleasure; mechanical skill to make an artificial
:,,",. ate for t!,em; . horticultural s~iIl to grow them; while
g~?,:dental smence IS perpetually dIscovering laws of nature,
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whereby things accepted as impossible become matters o~
daily experience.
.,
12. So with the Most High God: it is one of His titles tbn.t!
He is cc Possessor of heaven and earth." .All the laws of
moral and material bemg are in His hand: He needs not. b~
ever suspending; He wields, nses, controls them. Birt~,;,
marriage, life, death, health, longevity, pnberty, fruitflilnes~!)
climate, weather, daylight, darkness, snushine, cloud, military!!
skill, order, discipline, power of command, of legislation,.?!;
administration, the very will of man, his pride or his docilityi;!
these, and a thousand more, are but the obedient and rea~~;,
tools with which God effects His purposes. In whatI have to sa)'!;
in reply to certain charges o£Untruth brought against the Pe'n~
teuch, I shall ever assume and fall back upon this principle as.~
impregnable truth, however convenient it may be to ignorei~11
13. I grant to the full, and support with both my handS!'!)
the need of nprightness in such inquiries, that Dr. Colensos~i
strenuously contends for. Will a man lie for God 1 Yep;')
having accepted, on other g"ounds, the fact of revelation, an4~
that the Pentateuch is an integral part of the divinely-inspired~
Word, I come assuming that, being of God, it is tree; LwilJ:\
yield one iota of it only when absolutely compelled to do so~
I require the objector to give absolute proof of the ",on: ,11>1
will not do to say, aB is so constantly said, H I do not see hO~';2~\
Perhaps you do not; perhaps we do not; but is this proof'·'Q~
the non? We stand on testimony: at least you must driv •.~~!
out; we are not going to retire at the mere gleam of weapoll~~
14. Dr. Colenso (§ 10) observes, "My reason for no long~
receiving the Pentateuch as historically tree, is not that 1 ji~,~
inS'Uperable dijfic"lties with regard to the miracles or SUP~1\~
natural revelations of Almighty God, recorded in it, but sol~l~
that I cannot, as a true mao, oonsent any longer to shut,E'~
eyes to the absolute, palpable, self-contradictions of the na10~
tive." This, at least, narrows our field of combat. ".I1bsol~t~~
palpable, sp,/f-contradicflions," he says. Well, let these'r,~~l
",;ra;red; but. let us be 9.uite clear as to what makes a contE.,. ,'.•·.".'.;
diction. My 19norance In what manner such and such a :re8~
was obtained as is testified, is surely no contradiction.WJ:li!l
~iam~Be mig~t b~ ignorant-i' might not Bee how "- ~;;~I
mtelbgence. Q< a !act could he conveyed from Englan~\>4ill!
India, within 'five mi1lutes: was this therefore an abB~lRifl
palpable, . se.1f-contra?ictio!,? How many ?f .Dr. Cole~~1
"contradICtlODs" mIght ID a moment be diSSIpated b y.}.n.,. ,.,. .
knowledge, as by Ithuriel's spear I
"it'!itZ "
15. Against the principle avowed by Dr. Thomton,ilLm
§ 27, I cannot too strongly protest; that "·the nnm1:ia
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. ;ecorded in our Scriptures stand on a very different footmg from the facts; and while [he] clings most stoutly to
.the facts as recorded, [he] gives up the numbers." I
pretest against this eclectic process. The numbers are an
integral part of the narrative, are thoroughly interwoven with
the facts in it, and cannot be separated. Whatever of eITor the
numbers are ~able to, through human infirmity, to the same
are the facts liable; for the statement tbat the' numbers were
expr~ssed in t~e or~al MS. by alphabetic or other signs,
modified by pomts, IS not preved, and is not relevant. Do
a.ncient M~S: exist in which ~he numbers are so expressed 1
But even If It be so, though Isolated numbers which present
di~?ulties (as 700 and 7,000, in 2 Saw. viii. 4, and 1 Chr.
4), may be thus accounted for, oases in which the
number occ~s agem. and again many times, with great amplitude of detaIl, and With many concomitant confirmations (such
as the 600,000 of Israel), derive no light from this pecnliarij;y.
In our present Hebrew text the numbers are expressed in words
at length, and there is nothing that I know of to throw them
out of the category of words in which the facts are recorded.
~6. ~ propose, mainly, to examine tbat number against
whICh III all ages lances have been shivered. It is the chaval
:d.. bataille of the impugners of the Sacred Text. Dr. Colenso
~as mainlr occupied hi.s firs~ volu,me with it. Dr. Thornton gives
:.'t a promment place ID his ammadversions. I refer to the
;number of the pe~ple of !srael that left Egypt, "six hundred
.,thousa~d men, beSIdes childr?n.': It is said to be impossible
,that th,S number should be III Itself tree; impossible that it
\.should be true as the increase of the households that went
,'.:lawn into Egypt. These are distinct questions.
!ii! 17. Dr. Thornton expressly admits the possibility of the
i:number (§. 12), at least in the latter aspect, but he pointedly
\~sks, "Is It probable 1" He concludes that the tree number
\:w:as bu~ 600 armed warriors. The geutlemen who led in the
&\!iscllBslOn sequent on the paper, allowed this number (for the
TlI)0st part, though with some diversij;y of judgment), to go by

=.

.\~fault.

Wiii,18 • •That the people delivered by J ehovah were an immense
~~,~st IS seen on the surface of the whole history. I will
ii~,ll1lIDerate some examples in point. In many pasRages they
&W,e spoken. of under the term hosts, or armies (R~~). " Bring
II'1It the .~hildren of Israel. . • . . according to their arm;p,s"
~\'Jli!<:od. Vl. 26). "That I may bring forth mine """"ie8, my
t~ople~ the child~~n
Israel, out of the la;'d of Egypt, by
19f,~at Judgments
(vu. 4). "In this selfsame day have I
1l!~9ught your armies out of the land of Egypt." ".All the
2E2
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hosts of the Lord went ant." . . . . "The Lord did bring the
children of Israel out of the land ·of Egypt by tI,a·i,· a>·~,i~."
(xii. 17, 41, 51). In the wilderness of Sinai th~y ..W,ere
numbered in detail "by their a·rmies" (Nu~b. 1_. 11. X:'J
pass;'",); &c. &c. It is in perfect consonance WIth thIS, ~hat,
'on their entrance into the desert, they were able to WIll a
pitched battle agains" the martial nation. of Amalek
(Ex. xvii.); and, just on thei!' emergence from It, conquere,d,
at the sword's point, the forces of Heshbon, and of B~shan,
and of Midian winninO" from the last-named much spoil, 'and
from the first'two a v~st territory, full of walled cities Rlld
unwallAd towns and villa"es (Num. xxi. xxxi.). There were
threescore cities, "all of them fenced with high walls, gates,
and bars," in Bashan alone (Deut. iii. 4, 5). T~e w~ole of
this immense region was at once possessed and I~ablted,!lY
two and a half out of the twelve tribes. Now, if we adopt
Dr. Thornton's emendation, that the whole ~elve conld
furnish but 600 armed men, we shall have the ludIcrous resnlt
of an army of 600 men conquering these warlike. nation~,
captnring their strong fortresses, and then occupyIllg theIr
great, fertile, and hitherto popnlo,!s territories, by a sorry
colony of one hundred and ten warrIors 1
.
19. The Sacred Story repeatedly calls the people of Israel
by the dignified term" nation." Jehovah says, "Ye shall.be'
unto me an boly nation" (Exod. xix. 6). Moses, appealing
to their gratitude, asks, "Hath God assayed to go and tak!!
Him a nation from the midst of anotha,·"atio" . . . . . I1Ccord,
ing to all that the Lo~d your God did for :fou in Egypt? "1
(Dent. iv. 34). And, Just before, he had plCtur~d the surrounding peoples, saying, in admiration of ~he .Wlse s~atlltes
possessed by Israel, "Snrely tltis g"eat natlO" IS a WISe and,
understanding people I" (Deut. iv. 6 - 8 ) . .
. ,..
20. But let ns listen to what other (and not frIendly) natlO,!~,
really did say. More than eighty years before the Exode (for.
it was before Moses was born) we find the increase of. Isr'!7t
moving the jealonsy and the fear of the powerful king q~
Egypt. He calls his people to his counsels, and thus he
unbnrdens him of his misgivings. "Behold, the people ~~
the children of Israel are mora ancl'lllightiedhanwa: cameo!"!
let ns deal wisely with them, lest they multiply. and it com~
to pass that, when there falleth out any war, they join . a,1~Q
nnto onr enemies, and fight against us, and so get them uR,
out of the land" (E"od. i. 9, 10). Let us wei!l"h well thes~"
words. Granted that they expre.ss th~ exaggeration of .terr9q,
yet, can they conceivably conSIst WIth the hypotheSIS that"
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after nearly a century of mnltipjication (see verses 12, 20) yet
to run, the people could muster but six hundred men-at-arms?
Fancy a Pharaoh of martial Egypt quaking in mortal terror
when he portrays what may happen from his having six
hundred-no, the p"ogBnitors of six hundred-male aliens in
his empire!
.
21. Pharaoh, however, stands not alone in his fear. At
the close of the wilderness wandering, another king, Balak
of Moab, sees the intrusion of the strange tribes. into his
smiling plains, and i. "distressed because of the children of
IsraeL" He craves the supernatural aid of" remote prophet
saying, "Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt;
behold, they cover the face of'the earth [six hundred men with .
their households] ; come now, therefore, I pray thee, curse
me this people, for they are too mighty for me [only six hundred warriors, remember!]; peradventnre I shall prevail, that
we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the
lan~." Surely this critical hypothesis of arithmetical expurgatlOn deals somewhat cavalierly with the prowess of ancient
monarchs, if the sight of six hundred warriors (without
weapons, too, according to Dr. Colenso) conld cause their
conrage thns to ooze out at their fingers' ends! On the other
hand, all is in thorough consistency with the inspired statements of the population of Israel.
22. Again, these statements themselves, neither few nor
nnifor~, sustain the most perfect harmony int.,· 80. Thus we
find reIterated allusions to "the.thousands" of Israel. When
;Tethro visited his illustrious son-in-law at the Mount of God
(Ex. xviii.), he saw with regret that he was" wearing himself
away" with judging the controversies of the people (pause a
moment, and weigh the probability of the litigation of six
Imndred householders wearing the judge away I), and counselled a transfer of subordinate spheres of the labonr, by
"placing over the people able men . . . . to be rnlers of
thousands, and rnlers of hundreds," &c. And this advice
Moses followed (vv. 21, 25; Deut. i. 15). Thenceforth such
~.Bubdivision is frequently recognized. The princes of the
tribes, who at the first census were appoiuted to stand with
Moses, are expressly designated (Numb. i. 16) "heads of
thousands in Israel." When the different modes of sounding
~~ silver trumpets w.ere described, and the significance of
s.ach was defined, it was ordained (Numb. x. 4) that" if they
~low but with one trumpet, then the princes, which aTB hea,ls
if the thm"ands of Israel, shonld gather themselves." So, to
,dduce no more, for the avenging expedition against Midian
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"there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, .:
thousand of every tribe, me.lv. thousand armed for' war"
(Numb. =i. 4, 5; see also vv. 48, 52, ·54). .
.
.
23. Far more empbatio than any of tbese IS tbat lllvocative
formulo. which Moses was wont to utter when the Ark rested'.
(Numb. x. 36) :-"Return, 0 Jehova:h, unto the many'
thousands (lit. the millionB,-'£j'K I'l'~~~) of IsraelI "-'--a
phrase which, I think, has not been noticed in this con'
troversy; yet one surely of great weight.
. is
24. And, finally, there are numerous occurrences of hil?;h,'
numbers, as characterizing Israel, expressed, not only, 'I~11
rounded phrase_cc totus, teres, at!l'lUl rotund~~8 "-but. in m~~t~,;:
business-like exactness. For, not to speak of the Judgment,s,
inflicted by the Divine sword 0": grea~ masses ?f the p~ople"i
at once, as the 14,950 who perIshed ill Kora:h s conspIraoy;
(Numb. xvi. 49), and the 24,000 on the defection of Baal-peori
(xxv. 9), this latter confirmed by an inspired Apostle (1 Coric
x. 8), who reckons it as 23,000 (the exact sum lying probablyI'
between the two round numbers),-not to press these, thougli{
these alone are quite sufficient to overthrow Dr. Thornton'~/
hypothetic estimate, there are no fewer than four enumera,.:
tions, all quite distinot and disconneoted, of the sum totalp~
the able males of Israel. In two of these, the round numbe~.j
alone is given. In the narrative of the Exode itself, it ;aj
reoorded (Ex. xii. 37),-" The children of Israel journ~ye4!
. . . . . about 600,000 on foot that were men, beBlde~.;
children." And, on the promise of fiesh at Taberab, Mose~il
himself quailing before the vastness of the gift, reIl1;onstrat~4i
with the .A.lmighty J ehom thus :-" The people among whon:\:,
I am, are 600,000 footmen. . . . . Shall the .flocks and the:
herds 'be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fi'l~)
of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice themJ1lci
(xi. 21, 22), where not merely the arithmetical expressioll"
must be looked at, for this might possibly have been 'mi'!~l
copied, but the wonderment of the lauguage must also~~'!
weighed, as expressing the vast equivalent of that numberi~
Moses's estimation-" the flocks and the herds," "all the fisll.j
of the sea I "
...•;1
25. But in other cases the round total is exchanged for tb~l
careful exactitnde of an actnal census. Twice were the peo~I,e1
accurately counted by Jehova:h's express command.: first,5!ll
the early part of the desert sojourn, when the total sum of tJ¥j1
able warriors was (Numb. i. 46) 603,550; and again just!~~:
its close, when it amounted (xxvi. 51) to 601,730.'jlll
26. Moreover, in both of these two cases last named, ri~tl
orily is the totality set down with much precision, but a gre~~1

number of subordinate sums-sub-totals-are given, the
aggregate of which makes up the full amount. The numbers
stand thus : First Census. Second Census.
Rouben

46,500
59,300
45,650
74,600
54,400 .
57,400
40,500
32,200
35,400
62,700
41,000
53,400

Simeon

Gad ...
Judah ...

r"achar
Zebulun
Ephraim
Manasseh

...

Benjamin
Dan ...
Asher ...

Naphtali

Levi

...

...

603,550
22,000

43,730
22,200
40,500
76,500
64,300
60,500
32,500
52,700
45,600
64,400
53,400
45,400
601,730
23,000

, 27. The enumeration, in general, appears not to have pro;eeeded l?wcr .th"",; h,,,,dTeds, save in one example in each
i;.~enBU8, IU which It went as, low as telLs.
In Levi's case
,ithoUB,!",ils .seem to have cqnstituted the limit of inquest; but,
:,:aB this tribe stood in a distinct category, and was forbidden
lito be numbered with the rest (Numb. i. 49), we may perhaps
il.'1uderstand the direction in iii. 15, as implying an estimate,
:."'ther than a ~recise. enumeration. Yet the comparison of
.tlie 22,000 LeVltes WIth the 22,273 first-borns (ill. 43), and
:,the special provision for the odd 273, might suggest that the
;,.?ne o~ these numbers was as minutely accurate as the other;
",.m WhICh, of course, there is no impossibility.
~':2~. This is unimportant. But I. must press the correct
?:additio!,s ~f the constituent figures in the two ceDsuses, and
tithe deliverIes of the exact totals, as absolutely proving, utterly
~beyond possibility of sane question,-that these gTeat numbers
:J,~rJ/IJ. not B'UffeTed from can-eleBsnes8 of honest transcription. The
~;whole elaborate theory of Dr. Thornton, often, however, put
~:forth before, that numbers having been expressed, in ancierit
~i¥SS., by alphabetic characters, modified by sllperadded dashes
~grdots, the consimilarity of certain of those characters became
1;f:;the most fertile source of errors in the text of Scripture.as
*t~gardB numbers jJ)_a matter that was

80 much discussed after~1Yards, and so generally conceded ;-may be admitted as theory,
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and yet its relevancy to the present cardi!,al case must;;be,
wholly denied. The numbet· of 600,000 certamly owes nothi.pg"
to this cause. That all these constituent figures should.have.,
been miscopied by careless scribes, qnite unintentionally, and,
yet tbat the totals,-addition-snms of five columns of twelve"
lines each,-should be delivered correct, could have resulted;;
only from a special overruling Providence working expressly:,:
on behalf offalsehood !
,
29. No, there is but one alternative possible. Either the<
numbers are truly given, and 600,000 is the thoroughly trnst_.
worthy sum of the men wh~ left Egypt! or .else the numbers.,;
have been systematically falsified, and this with elaborate oare;;
that there be no self-contained source of detection; falsijied'
therefore wilfally and wickedly.
30. Thus we are brought face to face with those wbo;;
like Dr. Colenso (vol. i., pref. xvii.), dellY the historical;
character of the Pentateuch. They see that no transcribers'
errors will account for the amplitude of these figures; the
narrntive must stand or fall with them; if they cannot be
received in their integrity, the Pentateuch is but a romance, a
fiction, a comparatively modern "story," compiled out
"ancient legends."
31. All our hopes for eternity are inseparably linked with
this book. If it is not absolute truth,-there was no Fall of
Man; no arch Adversary; '<qO promise of a Deliverer to bruise'
his head; no separation of Abraham; no covenant of. bless- ,
ing; no chosen seed; no divinely-appointed redemp!i0n by .
blood; no pictured reconciliation to God; no .acce~s mto the·
Holiest. All these were worthless fables; unhistorIC legends.
If it is not absolute trutb, then Jesus was indeed" a deceiver
of the people;" or a hrainless enthusiast; He was not God,
manifest in the flesh; He did not" speak the words of God ;"
the word which the people heard from Him was not "th~:
Father's which had Bent him;" His death was valueless aB an
atonement; He is not raised from the dead; and WE ARE YE~;
IN OUR SINS; and they that have fallen asleep in Christ AiI.E.1
PERISHED. .Yes, this is what we have to face; every one:o~;
these results must follow if the Pentateuch is not the revel";:
tion of the unlying God,-b a"',v8ij~ e.6~.;
32. It is often asserted that some parts of the written Wor!l')
stand on a different ground from others, in regard to th"",3
claims to our obedience of faith. In the discussion Whicli.,
followed Dr. Thornton's paper, Mr. Titcomb is recorded'!>",,;
have said,-" For if I Bee that, in such matters, which' 'ar~f
utterly indifferent to the purposes of eternal life, there ".r~l
a variety of statements, one more full and another less full; on",;

or

appearing 11 little exaggerated, and another appearing incomplet~; I fall back on the recollection that these things have
.nothing to do with the grand moral and spiritual truths of
Revelation."
'. 33. This seutiment reappears in so many fOrIns, and on so
~any occasions; it is so often repeated, that the Bible is not
~t?nded to teach us science, but religion; it is so constantly
msmuated that there are nw.ny things touched in it which
are non-essential to its scope, and which, therefore, may be
erroneously described, without !lerogating from it as a rule of
faith and practice,-that it is worth while to' examine it. I
,videly differ from the opinion. I believe it to be a great
mistake. I judge it to have its root in '" total misapprehension
of tbe real object and scope of the written Word. Those who
I1ccept the Holy. Scriptures as 11 rule of life and nothiug more,
intended to enlighten m"" how to live a righteous life; nay,
those who see no more in them thau a revelation how sinners
may be saved from condemnation by the sacrifice of Christ,
and delivered from the wrath to come ;-fail to grasp the
scope of the Word as really,-not as egregiously, not as
.fatally,-as those who see in it only a true history of venerable
antiquity. The object of the inspired writings, uninterruptedly
kept in view throughout. the ages, as the successive portions
were communicated by the Eternal Spirit· to- the prophets,
.may be, I think, described as the "Mystery of God's will,
,according to the good pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself: that, in the dispensation of the falness of times,
He would gather into a Head (aVaKEq,aAa,,;'aaaOaL) all things
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
.earth" (Eph. i. 9, 10). In other words, the reconciling of all
.things to Himself by tbe death of Christ, and the subjecting
,'of all to Manhood in resurrection, in His person, to the glory
of God the Father. (See also Ps. viii.; Heb. n.; 1 Cor. xv.;
Phi!. n.; Col. i.; Rev. v., &c.) This is a vast theme, on
which the Holy Ghost has vouchsafed to discourse with man.
The salvation of sinners, and their sanctification, forms indeed
one cbapter-a very important part, but still ouly a part-of
;the great Epos, which begins before man was made, and which
runs on till the Church sits on the thI"One of glory with the
rglorified Christ, members of His body, [made] of His flesh
"and of His bones, and thence into eternity to come. Everything, therefore, may find place in the Scriptures of God.
!,:~ dare not say, of anything, l'his is irrelevant or non-essential;
iustural history, geology, cosmogony, chronology, Gentile
"llistory, ethics, -whatever it is, its place in the record depends
'pnits connection with the grand purpose, more recondite or
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more obvious· and of thla He alone iB the competent judge,
who unfolds the pnrpose. Of this, how~ver, we ma:)' be c~~
fident. nothing that He sees fit to mterweave mto
IS
Revel~tion will be other than absolutely .true, absolutely
worthy of our subjection of mind, whether It appear to our
clouded vision trivial or momentous.
h
b
34. Having shown, as I trust I have, .that ~ e num er
assig:tted to Israel at the Exode is no lootio .Vf1II'1,a, no laP
calami of a careless scrihe, but an integral part of tha" t~x: ~s ~
came from the writer, I proceed to test the de~~
,~'. e
re·ected because of the" palpable self_contradictlOns ,:"~Ich
cl~ave t~ it. This is, as Dr. Thomton remarks (§. 12), the
very basis of the operations of Dr. Colenso and hIS followers
a ainst the authenticity of the Old Test.ament."
.
g 35 It is argued that such a populatlOn, on the ~ven c.an ·t·· f o":"';n D~d time was if not absolutely ImpossIble
dlIons 0 u o· ~
"
..
bbl
tb
without a miracle, at least 80 excesslvely Impro a ~ as 0 e~
unworthy of belief. How could the households whteh w?nt.
down with Jacob have increased to 600,000 adul~ males dil-ID~
the so·ourn in Egypt ? Now, at the outset, wha~lsprobab ltJ:.
Is it ~ot the assumption that the like results will.follow ce:!:u
conditions as have invariably followed them ~th~rto
thin
human experience, creteris paribuH ? The applicatlOn 0
B
law to the case before us breaks down at once, as soon aB
we admit that the sacred nat;ativ:, ev.erywhere asserts,. th~t
God Himself had a sp"cial o.bJect m VIew; for what pan: :
there between human experience and the energy of the 0
High God? (See SUI''"'', § 12.)
9
36. I admit that the period of the incre~~e was _~5, and not
430 years· the authority of Paul (Gal. ill. 17) bemg conc~
sive that ilie Giviug of the Law was 430 yea:~ after t ~
Covenant of Promise made to Abraltam .(Ge,,;. Xll. 3,
I
is certain from the narrative tbat at the b,sectlOn of thIS term
Jacob went down to Egypt. For, from the Covenant

1

"7

7)·

... ~5 years.

To the birlh of Is"""
To the birth of Jacob

,..

".

60

"

To the interview with PhM'uoh .,. 130 "
215

Gen. xii. 4

j

xxi. 5.

" xxv. 26.
u

xlvii. 9.

•

37 That the multiplication of the ohosen seed should be. ~~
matt~r of Divine care, was guaranteed by express .cov~~ant"';i,
oft en reI·terated . " I will make
. of thee a great natIOn,
all d himwas,,!
t·:,
the promise of Jehovah to Abram .. when ~e c. e make thg,!
forsake his father's house (Gen ..:o:u. 2). " I will
'I.,
seed as the dust of the earth" (XlIl.16).
Tell the stars, if;,

thou be able to number them: so shall thy seed be" (xv. 5).
"I will make thee exceeding fraitful, and I will make nations
of thee" (xvii. 6). "Abrsham shall surely become a great
and mighty nation" (xviii. 18).
"In multiplying I will
multiply thy seed as the stars of. the heaven; and as the
sand which is upon the sea-altore" (xxii. 17). So, in turn, to
Isaac :-" I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars of
heaven" (xxvi. 4). And again to Jacob :-" God Almighty
bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee"
(xxviii. 3). "Thy seed shall be as the dnst of the earth"
(xxviii. 14). " I am God Ahnighty: be fraitful and multiply;
a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee" (xxx:v.ll).
It may be objected that these promiBes of multiplication looked
forth into the far-distant fllture, to be fulfilled in the mystio
SEEn. Whlle I admit the mystic application, I note that in
most oJ tlLese promises this item is immediately.followed by the
assurance that the seed so ·multiplied shall possess the very
lands of the Patriarchs' sojourn j which· appears to limit the
primalY fulfilment, at least, to the Eisode into Canaan: while,
in xlvi. 3, Jehovah expressly covenants to Jacob, that Egypt
itself shall be the scene of the vast increase. "Fear not to
.go down into Egypt; for I will THERE make of thee a great
'nation."
38. Antagonists charge the stated mcrease of Israel with
high improbability. Nay, there is the highest probability in
its favour. If there were no other passage collaterally bearing
on the point than the promise last qlloted, it would alone be
conclusive for the probability. For what are the conditions?
These :-the Omnipotent God, unimpeachable in truth, who
'possesses and wields nJl the resources of being, an the powers
of nature and spirit, pledges His word that Jacob shall become
not· only a nation, but a great r",tiun, in Egypt; and that He
Himself will make him this. Conld the result be otherwise
than it is narrated to have been?
39. And the infinite resonrces are presently put into operation. The Patriarch, already, in two generations (whiclt there
,is no reason to suppose complete, as his sonS were still in the
prime of life), has become seventy sonIs·; and they all migrate
:to Egypt. The next thing we read of them is as follows : f' And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased
,abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty, and
.tbe land was filled with them" (Exod. i. 7.) (Let uS not fail to
l'ote the emphasiB that attaches to these phrases, in the very
variety and cumnlation of them). Their "bnonnal· increase
(swarming, "like the fry of fishes," n.11, as Jacob had predicted of the progeny of Joseph, Gen. l<lviii. 16) excited the
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fear of the jealous king, as we have already seen,'and evoked
the most energetic efforts for repression. With what result?
The inspired' historian is most explicit :-" But the more they
afflicted them, the more they ?nulflipliea ana grew" (Exod. i. 12).
Still the conflict went on, man against God; dread of. the
rapidly swarming alien population caused new measures of
cruel repressive policy; but with the same result, "the people
.
multiplied, and waxed very mighty" (i. 20).
40. By-and-by, after the deliverance has been effected, we
find dintinct and repeated recognition of the vastness of the
population, not merely as an absolute fact (of which many
eXl1mples have heen adduced), but in relation to its increase
from small beginaings; which increase is always presented as
a wonderfol manifestation of Divine power. Thus Moses,.
when, recounting the history, he alludes to his having, at an
early period in the sojourn, painfully f.lt the burden of so
great a people, pauses a moment to make this reflection
(Deut. i. 10) ;-" ;rehovah your God hath multiplied you, and
behold, ye are this day as the stars of heavon for multitude."
In the Same discourse he presently reminds them of the
smallness of their origin (vii. 7),-"Ye were the fewest of all
peoples;" and again, with a definiteness which strongly
bl'ings inbo prominence the marvellous augmentation j_rr Thy

fathers went down into Egypt with threBscore and ten persons,
and now, ;rehovah thy God hath made thee as the stars of
heaven for multitude" (x. 22). And yet Once more, the
growth of one man into. a "ation, anj! this in Egypt, was
ordained for solemn and set rememhrance, when the land of
inheritance should be possessed. Let 11S examine the terms
of this ordinance (Deut. xxvi. 1-11) :-" And it shall be,
when thou art come in unto the laDd which ;rehovah thy
God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and
dwellest therein, that thou sbalt take of the first of all the
fruit of the earth, which thou. shalt bring of thy land that
;rehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket,
and shalt go nnto the' place which ;rehovah thy God shall
choose to place his name there. And thou shalt go unto
the priest that shall be in those da.l'S, and say unto him, 'I
profess this day unto ;rehovah thy God, that I am come rn:'to
the country which ;rehovah sware nnto our fathers for to gIve
us.' And the priest shall take the basket out of thine hand,
and set it down before the altar of ;rehovah thy God. And
thou shalt speak and .ay before ;rehovah thy God, , A Syrian
ready to perish was my father; and he went down into Egypt,
and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation,
great" mighty, and P01Jltlou8 . . . . .'''
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41. Thus, I venture to assert, it has been shown upon
ab~ndant and impregnable evidence, that the facts that the
c!illdren of Israel amounted to hundreds of thousands at the
tlIDe of the Ex:odus; that these were the increase of ;racob's
hODse~old; and that the increase mainly occurred while they
were m. Egypt; are no excrescences casually affixed to the
Sacred History, b~t integral and in;'eparable parts thereof,
and must of neceSSIty stand or fall WIth it. If the number is
false, it is wilfully, consciously, false; and the whole narrative
. C_, " h ' t . " ~o, u~e D r. Coleuso's euphemism;
18 ~w.BeJ-:- un 18 Ol"lC,
because ill every page It eIther asserts or assumes· this
numerical condition.
42. If, then, the increase which the historian uniformly
presents was in the highest degree probable on the data
which he also f~ishes, viz. the c~venant engagement 9f One
who could not he and could not fail,-the whole ground is cut
from beneath ODr opponents' feet; and it seems almost an
idle work of supererogation to show that the actual increase
of the race. within .the given. peri~d was, after all, nothing so
!'ar exceedmg ordmary proVldential supervision as to call for
mcreduloDsness, ·01' even for wonder. The true wonder is that
the Blessed God should condescend to take such interest in
man.

43. Professor Rawlinson (" Aids to Faith," 280) 'cites the

reco~ded fact that ;racob ,b:ought into E~t fifty-~ne grand-

sons) and observes that 'If, under the spemal blessmg of God
so repeatedly promised to Abrahain, his male descendants had
c~n~nued to i:ncrease . at the same rate, they would long
Wlthm the spemfled penod have reached the required number."
In a note, he' adds :-" The "verage increase of the maleR in
the. two generations ~ad been mor~ th"1b sevenfold each gene~·ation. A sevenfold lUcrease would have given 857,157 males
m the fifth gener:ltion, and 6,000,099 in the sixth."
44. It will, perhaps, be said that these computations are so
old and stale that they ought not to be reproduced at this
stage of the controversy. The true question is not, are they
old, but, have they been answered? I have met with no
an~wer to them. . D~. Tho~nton, indeed (§ 12), by a compu.tation somewhat SImilar-VIZ" seventy men to begin rearing
.each man in thirty-five years five sons; and then at the end
pf210years by uniting together the half of each of the last two
generations for the men capable of arms-brings 'out a result
of656,250. This he allows will meet the requirements of the
.text; but he refuses it as improbable.
,,45. The grounds he adduces for this conclusion are the
following :-1. Sc:; large a number could not have dwelt in all
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Lower Egypt. 2. The number of deaths in the wilderness
must have been nearly fifty per day. This, he think., not
probable' not because the death-rate is uuusually high, but
becau.e the number of corpses in a limited space would be
enormous. 3. The total number did not increase during the
forty years' wilderness wandering (§13-15).
.
40 Let us examine these soriatinn. Dr. Thornton, taking
2,000,000 as the entire population required by 600,000 fighting.
men, asks if we can "suppose so man:r to have been able tp
find habitations? The present population,of Lower Egypt IS
about 2 000 000. But at the time of the Exodus there must
have b~en Egyptians as well as Hebrews living in the country.
We cannot put them at less than 1,0~0,000. Now, as the
present population of Lower Egypt g>ves 340 to " square
inile a population half as large again would give 510 to a
squ:re mile whioh is considerably in excess of 438, the
number per 'square mile iullabiting Belginm, the most thicklypopulated country known in the world."
_. 47 On turning to Professor Hughes's "Manual of
Geoiraphy" (London, 1869), .the latest authority I have, I.
find him saying, "The population of Egyyt .numbers ~pwar,!-"
of 5,000,000." Of course, the great maJo1'1ty are r~sI~ent '.n
Middle and Lower Egypt. Why Dr. Thornton limIts his
inquiry to Lower ElO'pt I d? not know; for. the Pharaohs
reigned over all Egypt, as IS shown by theIr statues ani!.
pictures wearing the cro:wns. of bO.th the Upper and Lower.
provinces. The populatIOn ill theIr days was, of course, far
greater than under Moslem rule. J osephus sets it down as
seven and a half millions in his time, and Diodorus at nearly
the same. These facts sufficieutly refute Dr. Thornton's first
difficulty.*
.
.
48. His second I am somewhat at a loss to appr~Clate. A.s
I read it it is this :-Since 600,000, the generatIOn of men
above tw~nty years, perished in the !orty years, the dail;r deathrote, including women, but excluding those who pe,:shed by
pestilence, must have been fifty per day. He agall asks,
"Is this probable?" Is what probable? .The death-rate of
fifty per day, which is 15,000. per annum, ,!r t~o an~ a .ha;lf
per cent.? No' there is nothing nnusual ill th,s, whIch IS ill
fact exceeded by the death-rate of Paris or London. "What
appears enonnous is not the population, but the actual
number of dead bodies collected within a limited space." I
confess this surprises me, that a charge-at least a sus'* Dr. Thomton has correctly given the PO:Qulation of the w~ole of B~uni,
RS 438 to the equnre mile. :But its most fertile and bes~ti.vated provm~,
Enst F1n.ndel'B, maintains upwlLl'ds of 700 to the square mile. (Hugh...)
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picion-should lie against the veracity of the Pentateuch
numbers on such a ground as this! Why is it not selfevident that even if the camp had been actually affixed to one
spot for the entire forty years, they would have been no worse
off for the disposal of their dead thau Loudon, which does
manage to put its dead out of sight without pestilence,"Though its clime
Is fickle, and its yea.r most pa.rt deform'd .
With dripping ro.inB, or wither'd by 0. frost j"

though it. lacks the burning SUll and the desiccating Bands of
.the ArabIan desert. But what are the facts? The wilderness
wandering (as any good map will show) covered about
40,000 square miles. Thus, fifteen corpses had to be got riil.
of, on an average, in every square mile of such a. soil and
such a cliniate, in the course of forty years.
49. And the third is like unto it. Here it is, word for word.
"These 620,000, strangelyenough,leave behind them a progeny
somewhat less numerous than themselves. Instead of 603,550
we have, at the numbering in the plain of Jordan, only 601,730:
Instead of five sons, each man would seem to have had on an
. les8 than one," What is there strange
'
average, a f raction
in
this, when" with many of them God was not well pleased;"
when" forty years long He was grieved with that generation"
aud aware in His wrath that every one of the whole nnmb~r
that cam.e ';IP 'W-t of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward,
sho.uld d,e In .the w!lderness; 'Yhen the whole period was one
of Judgment, and lts protractIOn was expressly and solely in
order that the carcases of that rebellious generation should fall
in. the wilderness? Why, I say, is it strange, with this key in
our hand, that Israel's population did not increase during those
forty years? It would have contradicted the whole economy
of God, if it had.
50. The strength of the assault upon the cardinal number
we are discussing lies, I think, in the argument which is
embodied in Dr. Oolenso's chap. xvi., entitled, "The Exodus
in the Fourth Generation." His reasoning here is pIBusible ;
I hesitate not to confess it is forcible; at first reading it seems
invulnerable. Yet, if it really cannot be answered; ifit cannot
be logically shown to be an elaborate non sequitu,'; our position
must be untenable, hiB conclusion must be accepted, and,
as a consequence, we must give up our Bible I For this
i~ his conclusion :-" From this it can be shown, beyond a
9,oubt, that it is quite inIpossible that there should have been
.~uch a number of the p.eople of Israel in Egypt, at the time of
,the Exodus, as to have furnished 600,000 warriors in the prime
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of life, representing, at least, two millions of persons, of· all
ages and sexes;-that is to say, it is impossible,;f<ue'UJill take
the ,lata to be am'h;e,j frmn thB Pentate"ch itBe/f" (i. 101).
51. The argument rests on the promise made by Jehovah to
Abram, under circumstances of great solemnity (Gen. xv. 13~
16) ;-" Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in
a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they sball
afllict them 400 years. And also that nation, whom they sh:all
serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come ont Wlth·
great substance, And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace;
thou shalt be bnried in a good old age. But in tbe fonrtli
generation they shall come hithel' again: for the iniqnity of
the Amorites is not yet full." Of this last sentence Dr. Colenso
says, with his usual confident assertion, "this can only mean
in the fourth generation, reckoning from the time when they
should leave the land of Canaan, and go down into Egypt:"
Then he adduces the recorded cases of Reuben and Levi, both
of whom were represented by the fourth descendants in
successive generation, reckoning in each case the Bon of Jacob
as the first of the four. He arrays also Judab, another son,
Bome of whose fourth descendants (in tlie same mode of computation) were in the Exode.
.,
52. Bnt these are all, absolutely all, the examples he is able
to furnish, out of Holy Scriptu;e, of the principle ,on which ~e
so relies, and on which he builds so great an edifice. !t IS,
when built, " pyramid standing on its apex.
Let us see
whether there is no counter evidence on the sam~ matter.
53. I have already admitted tliat the reasoning built on these
premises appears at first si!!,lit forcible., Y ~t it does not p"ove
what is songht,-that only four generations lDterv~ned. be~ween
the Eisode into Egypt and the Exode. And If this IS not
proved, nothing is proved. For eve.rything depen~s upon. the
fact that 'J1O 'lnore than four generatIOns occulTed In llny line;
because else these may have heen according to the abnormal
and rare condition of patriarchal protr,,?tion, and rapid ,and
frequent succession the rule. In some lines, four generati~nB:
appear certainly to have reached from Jacob to the Exode, VIZ;,
those from Reuben, Levi, and Judsh. But of no other of the
twelve patriarchs can this be shown. O~ the .other hand, s?me
of them certainly produced more generatlOns m the same time;
Thus, Joseph, Manasseh, Machir, Gilead, Hepher,Zelophehadi
-sire. Again, J oseph, Ephraim, Beriah, Rephah, l'elab, Tah.n •.
Laadan, Ammihud, Elishama, Nun,-tcn. And though Ju.dab,
tbrouO'h Hezron reached the Exode in four nrotracted hves,
0 '
yet, through
the same fi·Ditful grandson, he had" more numel:ous
stages of descent; for .Judah, Pharez, Hezron, Ram, Ammma-

dab, Nahshon,-are .-ire: and since Elisheba, thewifeofAaron,
wa~ the daughter of Amminadab, and her sons Nadab and
~blhu, Eleaza; and !thamar, were made priests at the ordinatIon of the prIesthood (Exod. xxviii. 1), three months after the
E~ode, and therefore the youngest of the four was at least
thIrty years old, we have BevBn,-Jndah Pharez Hezron Ram
'dbEIi
'"
Ammma
a,
sheba, Nadab. ~nd yet
once more; JuiLih,,
Phar"z, Hezron, Chelub, Hur, Url, Bezaleel,-BBve,,: fm- this
~ast was, at the Exode, a man of sufficient standing to be put
In charge of the whole artistic work of the tabernacle.
Nahshon, too, though two generations lower than Moses, must
~ave been, not a mere youth, hut a man of weight and stand_
mg; for he was the prince or chiefman of the tribe of Judah
,one of '~the l'en~~ed of the congregation," at the Exod~
(N~mb.l. 7, 16; 11. ~; x. 14).
, 04. And Shelah was a grown man some years before Pharez
was ~or~ (Gen. =viii. 1~); ,so that his descendants, though
n0t:hln~ IS recorded of thIS hne, may well have been a generatlOn m advance of the latter; and so J udah may have been
re:presented, through Shelah, by his Bighth descent. The
pnnces ~f th~ tI-ibes are. not, in general, traceable in the
genealogIes, 81ther by theIr own names, or by their fathers' ;
or we should probably have additional evidence in this
direction.
55. The .,lineage of ,Joshua, the sun of Nun, as given in
1 Ch1'on. vu • .!!2-27, IS the loftiest mountain in the way of
Dr, Coleuso's progI·ess. He feels it, and labours hard to
remove it (§ iii. Bt Beg.). This he essays by three engines of
wa;. (1.)" This is an exception to the rule, which prevails
.<n,~el·B,!,lly [th? ~talics are his] in the Pentateuch." SuppOSlDg It were, It IS of equal authority. But it is not tl'ue.
That the rule does not prevail ,,,,i'llenalLy I have above amply
shown. (2.) He throws overboard the Chronicles, as of no
authority. (3.) He asserts that·., the Book of Chronicles
itself exhibits the rule of the Pentateuch in other cases"
wbich he adduces. But, of tbese cases, two are Nahshon a~d
Bezaleel, the one the sixth, the other the seventh as sbown
above, instead of the fourth, which he arbitrarily ~alls "the

rnle."*

56. He then proceeds to undennine the statement in his
if. Dr. Colenso argues that BemIeel was the fourth from Hezron (though
he WnB not the fourth, but the fifth, in the seDse in which Moses was the
fourth from Levi), forsooth j as if that were pertinent j becu.use Hezron WllS
!Jom in Cl1.naan. Bnt ngo.i.n, if it were pertinent, it is not true : it is impossible. PJmrez,·the TJ.thcr of Hezron, must have been Q babe in arms at the
Eisode. (See Gm xxxviii)
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way: assuming (for whioh there is not a shadow of proof) t~at.
Joshua was lody-five years old at the Exode; and asse~blng
that the statement -that "Elishama, the son of Ammiliud,
was the captaio of the host of Ephraim (Numb. ii. 18), about
a year after his grandson, Jo.shua, had o,~m~anded the w~ole .
Hebrew force whioh fought WIth Amalek, -IS hardly credIble.
(See § 58, imf·a.) Then he oharges contradictions ag~st the.
narrative in 1 Chron., which rest, howeve:, who~y on hlsg~oss, .
the passage being oapable of a self-conSIstent mterpretatlOn;
and at last cites a reconciling view of Kuenen's, the re.sult of
which Dr. Colenso admits, "would perfectly agree w:th our
other data," Yet he rejects it, "/01" the reasons a~ove gWBn; "
by which I presume he means his own self-constituted rule of
only four' generation's (I can find no other" reasons given ") ;
and this is worthless.
.
57. My ownmode ofreading 1 Chron. vii. 20-27 w~ul~ be
somewhat like this :-Ephraim (whose yery name slgmfies
jrlJiitfi,l, see Gen. xlviii. 16, 19) .had nine sons, ~hnthelah,
Bered, Tshath, Eladah, TaJJSth IT. (named perhaps m memory
of the former aJready deoeased), Zabad, Shuthe,lah IT. (as
before), Ezer, and Elead. The Gittites slew these. last .two.
Then another son, Beriah, ,from whom came, afier BIght gene- .
rations, .Toshua. As Beriah's daughter seems to have be~n
co-ordinate with Aaron (in .generatio~, she could have ~uilt
the Bethhorons ouly by her descendants, :who perhaps r.etamed
her name; unless, indeed, she had marrIed a Canaan;te, a~d
had emigrated to Canaan in t~e earl! part o,f the sOJoum In
Goshen. This is by no means ImpossIble: ~lishama, who was
six generations lower than she, was captam of the host of
Ephraim at the Exode.
.
.
58. As to the generations, the following soheme IS pOSSIble;
and consistent : An. Jul. p,

Assume tha.t the Eisode into'Egypt occurred in the yeaT
of the Julian Period
.,.
.".
when Joseph WIlS 39, and Ephraim mn.y have bee!l 7. .
Ephraim. may bn.ve had several wives, and BD all hIS
nine early sona may have been born by ...
Ezer o.nd Elend, slain at Oath
Bcriah born...
Rephl1h "
Telah
"
Tahan
"
LMdo.n u
Ammihud"
Elishmna "
Nun
JoshUll. "
Exodc

300B
3033
3048
3049
3U68
3086
3104
3122
3140
3158
3176
3194
3223

Th~s Elis~a would be 65 at the Exode and .Toshua would
be ~9. This scheme supposes each son to become a father at
the age of 18; an assumption surely by no meallB extravagant
of the h81rs of such promises.
.
59. It appears then that, of four out of the twelve sons of
.Tac?b, we are able to assert on the direct authority of Holy
SCrIpture, that the generations from them to the Exode from
Egypt vary from fo,,,,, to te,,; while, of the remaining eight
p~trmrchs, t~e records are not sufficient to enable us to determme the pomt. It seems to me likely that the average was
nearer the· greateI· than the smaller number· that the men
for the most part, married early. At all ev~nts there is n~
warranty/or t.he assertion that, characteristically and normally,
~ generation (m the sense of the word we have been assuming)
18 to be computed at fifty-four years.
60.. 1 venture to suggest, however, that the words of the great
!'romlse (Gen. xv. 16), may have had a very different meanmg. What Dr. Colenso cOnfidently asserts, as a self-evident
f~ct, that the four generations must be reokoned from the
~Ime when ~he seed ,should leave Canaan and go into Egypt,
!~ a gratllltous. assumption.
It rather appears that the
fourth generatlOn" of ver. 16, looks distinotly baok to the
." four h.undred years" of ver. 13; that the two periods are
oonternuno~s a".d co-equaJ. Now that the four hundred years
were ~o begm' WIth Abrsham himself, and to be reokoned from
the bIrth of the seed, de quo agitat'lllr, is generally admitted;
and even by Dr. ~olenso
107). He was just a hundred
years old at th? b,:-th of .hls son; and it might well be that
.TellOVaJ" speaking I=edmtely with him, might take-his own
a[re at that "then future ep?oh, as the standard of the genera.tions He foretold, announcmg that, after four suoh generations
as ~braham's own, the seed should come back to Canaan.
01. It may be said this is but a gloss, a private exegesis of
th? l?assage, an.d that Dr. Colenso's is better. But, I submit,
th,s IS to' lose s~ght of the .true issue. It is enough for us, the
de!"enders, to gIVe a posslb!e, a tenable interpretation, which
bemg accepted, the narratIve shall be consistent. It is for
t1;'e opponen~ to show tha~ there is no possible interpreta_
,tlOn, o~ which the DluTative can be true. If he has not
'~one, If he cannot do, this, he has done nothiog. Here
IS the .venerable Record, bearing its witness: we must
~:snme Its truth, u~til it is p,·oyed false. It will not do to s"y,
" If we ,~ak.e a certaan passage In a certain prescribed sense, ,it
IS false, unless he can compel ns to admit that sense· unless
he can absolutely drive us from every other; unless' he can
prove no other tenable. Let us only be able to suggest
2F2
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another sense of the given words, which is ma!ntainable: it
may not be necessarily the true one, but 1~ affords ",n
escape from his dilemm"" and his argument IS absolutely
h'
harmless.*
.
62. And such, I am bold to aver, is the case wlth t IS
palmary argument of our great opponen~.
.
63. ;rhe careful examiner will not fall to ~e"c61ve that tl~e
ruling of Gen. xv. 16 (" fourth generatio.', '~), m D.r. Colen~o s
sense is the base on which the g,.eat maJOl'lty of h18 numerlCal
difficulties rest; and that this being shown to be unnece~sary,
to use no stronger a phrase; they also .:ranish. Such. 18, for
example, the deduction of his chap. XVll., that, allowl~g the
seed of J acob to have had on a.n average 4! BonS each, In foul'
generations they would amount to 4,923, instead of 600,?00.
Yes' hut carry on the same rute of increase a few generatIOns
mor~ I will not say to the tenth, as in Joshua's case, but to the
seve~th or eighth;-and the ,.esult will, be 448,596 fo,. the
seventh or 2,018,632 for the eighth.
64,. Snch, too, ilie matter of his chap. xviii., the census of
the Danites and the Levites. For, as Dan was about 4,2 years
old, so his own son Hushim may well have been 24, at the
Eisode. Allow the above average of 4!r Bons to each gene~a
tion, and we arrive at the vast number of 166.'000 (o~'. meluding but the fathers and grandf~therB as still surVlVlllg,
considerably upwards of 200,000), lUste~d of 62,700, ,,:t th.e
Exode, in the ninth stage from the patrIarch Dan, tuh"h '"
pumllBl
Nun, the father of Joshua..
.
05. The case of the Levites is, I admIt, ,:"ore d!fficult;
because of the minuteness and precision WIth which the
lineage of Moses and Aaron is limited to f?ur stages fr.om·
Levi. There may be '" mystic reason for thls,-consldermg
their typical standing (SBB Heb. iii. 1-6; v. 1-4), analogous to
that strange delay w~ich seems to'h~ve marked the economy
of God in the productiOn of ilie Pro~:llsed Seed ~f the Woman.;
Wheilier this be so or not, there IS ng cert.mty whatever,
that the oilier sons of Levi were incre.sed by no more
than four successive generations in ",11, to ilie Exode.

,"ill,

if. I ask ca.reful attention to this point-olle of very great importo.nce in
a discussion BUch as this j and the more be~use,
cursory readers and
loose thinkers it is generallY overlooked. It 18 conSIdered that the ossRulter
and the defender stand on the same ground with regard to Buggested mode~.
In truth (l-B I ally in the text, I am not obliged to prove my modus true j
whereas' he is obliged to prove it flllse. In. many and ma~y n. ~ter
Dr. Col~so contents himself with asking, How could they do thlB 1 YY !lere
could they procure that '1 If I reply, I do not know how or ,!herc, he ~
gainen nothing; but if I can BuggestC-:Possib.ly thus, or posrnbly there, It
is amply sufficient, unless he c® prO'lJC It lDlposslble.

Py

Since, if it were· so, Libni and Shimi would be contemporary
with Amram, ",nd theil' sons contemporary with Aaron and
Moses; and since Eli",saph, the son of LaBI, was chief of the·
house of the Gershonites at the census, where can this Lael
come? It seems there mnst have been more generations
intervening than four. Gerahon and Merari may both have
llad sons early, and ao may their descendants; Kohath and
his desoendants late. Thus, while the latter has but foUl', the
other two may have run on to eight 01' ten generations. In
1 Chroll. =iv. 26, 27, a third son, Jaaziah, is attributed to
. Merari.
66. The questions which Dr. Colenso raises connected with
t~e duties of~ and the provision made for, the priests, are of a .
different cliaracter, and must be met on other principles. He
argues that, since the priesiliood was limited to the male line
of Aaron, and, after the death of Nadab and Abihn, there
were but two sons of Aaron, there could not have been more
than ili"ee priests in the wilderness. How could these have
accomplished the multifarious duties assigned to iliem, partioularly the sprinkling of the blood of ilie 150,000 lambs at
the Passover anniversary? I reply, Eleazar and Ithamar may
have had each numerous sons, thougli Nadab and Ahiliu died
childless; and, though at the Exode none of iliese had attained
. priestly age, yet, seeing that Aaron was now 83 years old,
his grandsons may well have been on the verge of 30, and so
several, in succession, of each line may have soon taken their
place in the priestly band.
07. But, in the opening of the national intercourse with
. Gon, there were already persoDs who had priestly standing,
and performed priestly duties; and these seem not to have
heen Aaron nnd his sons. For, at the foot of Sinai, when the
L",w was given, not ouly was the whole nation set, contingently
npon obedience, in n, pl~estly standing, but (Exod. xix. 22)
there were c.ertam persons officially recognized as er the Friests."
And, somewhat later, on the summons to Moses and Aaron to
come up to the Mount (xxiv. 5), Moses" sent young men,
which offered burnt· offerings," &c. The absolute prohibition
.of all but the seed of Anron to perform priestly service
(Numb. xvi. 4.0) waS not till after the insnn'ection of Korah;
to the date of which we have no certain clue, iliough the
Illargin of our English Bible puts it conjecturally, cir. 1471 ;
that ';s, about the middle of the wilderness sojourn. It may
be, then, iliat these primal priests for Bome years had a sub~ordinate service in the sanctuary, till.Aaron's grandsons were
sufficiently numerous. Mucli of Dr. Colenso's difficulty is
wholly dependent on onr ignorauce-how conld iliey sprinklo
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the hlood of so many lambs? and is of a Siamese cl18racter.
Perhaps the blood· of many was collected into a common
reservoir, and a basin of this being then dipped, the sprinkIiag
of this was reckoned the sprinkling of the whole. Perhaps
in other ways the CBse was met; but our ignorance how must
not surely overthrow the distinct testimony. Even if the.
" how?" were absolutely inconceivable, the difficulty would
not be greater than the carrying a verbal message from London
to Bombay in five minutes would have been to our grandfathers.
68. One of Dr. Colenso's earliest" impossibiIities" is, that
the congregation could not be "gathered unto the door of
the tabernacle" (as commanded by ;)"ehovah, Lev. viii. 3);
because, he says, the words" at the door" require that" they
must have come within the court" (§ 35). Now only nine·
men could have stood" at the door," if the words are to be
pressed with a literality which woula. be indeed absurd; and
if not, where can we put a limit? If one part of the crowd
touched the door, ar8 not the terms met? Then the conrt
itself was merely an inclosnre of linen hangings. What if·
these curtains, of some eight feet high, were uullUng for the
occ"sion? There would then be opened an area, before the.
camp-tents were reached, of 2,000 cubits every way; the
tabernacle standing in an open square of 4,000 cubit..
(7,200 feet) the side, A man could stand in a square cubit
well. Now, if we suppose the assembly to have been limited·
to the east half of the area, facing the tabernacle door, we
shall have 8,000,000 square cubits ;-that is, standing space.
for eight millions of men. Whereas, the actual men, 600,000
in number, could be contained in a space of 360 yards wide.
by 600 yards long. It is highly probable, however, that iu
this, arid many other instances, the "whole congregation"
was gathered representatively, by their chief men or heads of
families, not individually.. For when (Exod. xii. 3) ;)"ehovah
commanded Moses and Aaron to "speak to all the congregation of Israel" about the ordinance of the Passover, we are
informed that Moses (v. 21) obeyed this command by" calling
for all the elders of Israe!''' And so this difficnlty melts to.
nothing.
69. The example of Numb. xvi., on which Dr. Colenso rests
to disprove this latter hypothesis, is not conclusive; for the
'assembly might consist of chief men, from whom the elders
might be officially distinct. But here, the congregation,
though" gathered unto the door of the tabernacle" (v. 19),
were also (in part at least) abont the tents of Dathan and
Abiram (vv. 24-27), which were not less than 3,600 feet
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away. . Oue o~ t,:,o things: either (1) the congregation was
one which, whIle It w,,:s "gathered to the door," reached also
~hree-quarters o~ a n;rile aw.ay; or (2) the congregation was,
'" bull" occupymg Its ordmary place in the tents of the
cnmp, while, in delegate, it was assembled at the tabernacle
door. EIther hypothesis consists with the text and either
'
solves the difficulty.
.. ?O. Dr. ~olenso has another chapter on this matter. "How
IS It conceIvable that a man should do what [Moses and]
;)"oshun.are ~ere ~aid .to have .done ? ': (p. 36.) To this it may
be rephed, Qwt fac,t pe,' aw,um., fac,t pe,' se." In the delivery
of the ~aw to ~he people at the close of his course, while, from
Dent. 1. I~ 5;. :v. 44,45; v. 1, &c., it would seem that Moses
alone and mdlVlduallywas engaged; yet, from xxvii. 1, we infer
that t~e elde~s were associated with him in the wOl'k, they
spea:killg as h,s d~legat~s, and so lightening the labour; while
yet It was, e8~enhall1f' In each publication, the utterance of
Moses. Agam, we learn (xxxi. 28-30) that the minatory
Song of chap. =xii., which is said to have been spoken by
Moses "in the e"rs of all the conOTegation" was actually
spoken by him "in the ears" of " th~ elders
the tribes and
their officers." An.~. we n;'ay W?1l suppose that ;)"oshua at
Mount Ebal (;)"osh. Vlll.) ava!led hImself of the like resource
he reading person.ally to "the elders and officers and judges,':
or else to. the ~eVltes, the words of the Law, which they then
repeated m varIOus parts of the assembled crowd. Of course,
we n.eed not nnderst.nd that more than the curses and the
bles~mgs of Dent. =vii. and =viii. were read; and this
rea~ng had been expressly prescribed to the Levites (Deut.
=vll.I4).
.'(1. The "·impossibility" of the transaction on Mounts Eb"l
and. G~rizim is so strenuously insisted on, that it comes up
agllJn III a la~er vol~e of the same work (Hi. 539). A good
de,,1 of the difficulty IS of the character which I c,,1l Siamese'
" it is not easy to BeB "_:r in what way" this or that was con~
ducted. But an aspect which fur'nishes another thrust at the
populousness of Israel deserves a moment's consideration If
two million.s of persons were gathered-" all the congreg~tion
ofIsrael, WIth the women, and the little ones, sad the strangers
that were conversant among them" (;)"osh. viii. 35), how could
they stllJld? "They,would stretch for miles" (§ 774)· "no
human voice could reach their ears" (§ 41). ";)"oshua ;ann,ot
be supposed to bave read first to one party, then to another:
. • . . the day would not have sufficed" (§ 42). Therefore the account is imaginary.
·72. Now, it is admitted tbat the length of the valley between
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the two mountains is three miles, and its breadth 200 to 300
yards. But people in a dense crowd can stand each in
18 inches square. They often do in London streets; not,
indeed, oomfortably, but endurably. Allowing such a close
crowd, 600,000 men could stand in 500 yards length of the
valley, the width being 300 yards. For here would be 150,000
square yards, and four men to a square yard = 600,000. More
than this is surely not reqnired by the text. To suppose that

are :-1. The numbers· of the Sacred Narrative -and more
specia~y the 600,000 of Israel's warriors,-are int~gral parts of
,reve18tion, sustained· by an immense nrray of colluteral state· menta and allusions, of cross references, and computa.tions

every woman, and every infant, were present,. merely to prove

the story false, is to treat the Book of God as we would treat
no other book; the words of Josh. viii. 35, legitimately mean
no more than that there were women and children and
strangers in the crowd,

8B

is always the case in such crowds.

73. But, in the recent accurate survey of Palestine by meanS
of the Exploring Fund, Lieut. Anderson finds and. (" Recov.
of J erus!' 464) describes and maps, in the side of Ebal, "a
break in the regular slope of the hill, and a small, but steep,
valley ooming up from the vale below almost to the summit,
forming a vast natural amphitheatre, in height equal to the
mountain. Immediately opposite to this the steep slope of
Mount Gerizim is similarly broken by a valley, forming a
second natural amphitheatre of equal beauty and grandeur.
In these two lateral va.lleys/' continues the describer, "were
assembled the twelve tribes of Israel under Joshua, six tribes
on Gerizim, and six on Eba!' The Levites and the ark were
in the strip of the vale, and the blessings and cursings were
read before the whole congregation!' Thus wl·ites one, apparently without a misgiving of its truth,<W11O was not only
familiar with the scene, bnt was technically and officially surveying it. This oval amphitheatre is a mile and a half long at
the summit, and a half 01' three quarters of a mile broad.
(See the map.) It is 1,200 feet deep.
74. Now, what number of persons could crowd into this
area, ready-made and provided for them? Taking, as above,
the square cubit of 18 inohes as our unit of measure, the area
is 5,280 x 1,760=9,292,800 square cubits; to this, if we add
a fourth more for the depth, we get upwards of eleven and
" half millions of square cubits, or standing-room for an equal
number of human beings.
75. I must olose. At the outset I had prescribed to myself
to adduce evidence that the numerical enunciations of the Old
'festament are sOlmd and trustworthy :-that they are, not
only not systematically falsified, not exaggerated by wholesale,
bnt, not even oOlTupted by unintentional infirmity, save in
comparatively few examples, easily identified, and without much
difficulty corrected. The theses I have essayed to maintain

whose elements are ~ven.

2. Considering the circnmstances,

· the nu,;,bers. are not Improb~ble, bnt very highly probable:·the ruling CIrcumstances bemg-the Will, the Promise, and
the Resources, of Goa.. 3. The aim and scope of the Bible are
other than are !l"enerallyappreciated. In maintaining these, I
have of neceSSIty taken a place of antagonism to Dr. Colenso
audthe German school, who reject even the historical verity of
the Pentateuch, and alBo to several much-respected members
of this Institute, to whom the honour of God, and the Word of
· Go~, I kno,!", are dear. I had intended to take up other points"
agamst WhICh charges have been laid ;-the early paternity of
Abaz and of Josiah; the judgment at Bethahemesh' the ark
of N oah; the metallic treasure in possession of Is;ael· the
slaughter. in battles, .the .captives, and tbe plunder; 'high
numbers m the later hIst01~Cal books ;-and I think that some· thing in vindication might lie said on all these points, without
resting much on the suggested resource of error throllooh con"
fusion of consimilar abbreviant symbols.
76. Bnt the length of tbis paper warns me that if these
points be further discussed, either 887"iat-im or in association
it must be on ~nother .o?c.asion. And thus I :elinquish th~
momentous subject, solimtmg pardon of God if I bave dishononred Him in darkening counsel by words without knowledge, and also of<my respected antagonists if I have beeu
betrayed into any words unseemly towards them.
" N Oil mell, Bed tun. aunt, quro aunt bona: 110n tUIl ceroo,
Sed mea Bunt, si qure Bunt 1l1ala., summe DellS.!
Nos tibi pro doniB Grates quas possumus: at Tu
Suscipe qure tua aunt, corrige qum mCI1 aunt.!!
The CIlJ..IIWAN.-! am sure it will be your plcusurc to l'flturn a vote of
thanks to Mr. Gasse for his pllper. Eut before invihlng any discussion upon
it, there is another on the same subject, which hILS been prepa.:red by Mr.

MouleJ and probably it w~U be better to rend that now, and then take the
consideration of the two papers together.
. The Rev. H. MOULE then rend the follo\~ing pap~er :_

