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TOMB AT JERUSALEM. 

A VERY interesting tomb has recently been opened about two miles 
from J erusalem in the direction of Sur-bâhir. It consista of a cave in 
which has been constructed of masonry a chamber measming scven 
and a half feet by ten feet, with "deep" loculi, also of masonry, on 
each of its four aides. The roof of this chamber is formed by the rock, 
which slopes downwards towards the door. The loculi are eighteen 
in number-eight on the left aide (four above four), six on the l'ight 
(four above two), two at the end opposite the door, and one on each 
side of the door. They are all somewhat larger than the usual 
rock-eut loculi, measuring nearly two feet by two .feet. They were 
each closed by a atone slab carefully fitted, and these slabs have 
been removed by the fellahin, and are now lying upon the floor of the 
chamber. On the north side, opposite the door, is the usual bench, 
also of masonry. The entrance is by a descent of seven (or eight) 
steps; it is closed by a stone door still in situ, and swinging on its 
pivots, and having a groove on its inner aide for the Iock. Some of the 
lead with which the lock was fixed still remains. The milsonry is of 
large well-dressed stones, and the joints are carefully cemented. The 
!oculus fartheat from the door on the western aide leads into a portion 
of the cave beyond the masonry, and in this are ancient loculi sunk in 
the rock. In one of the loculi remains of iron nails and wood were 
found, which probably formed part of a coffin. No inscriptions or 
<Jrosses were discovered upon the masonry, or the lampa found in the 
tomb, but a cross is rudely eut on the rock outside, and there can be 
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little doubt that the masonry is of the Christian period; an old sepul
chral cavem, whose loculi hadcrumbled away, having been utilised by 
building new tomba within it. On a hill just above is a site called 
Khirbet Subkhah, where are several cisterns and large atones. One 
of the latter bears Rome rude crosses eut upon it. Masonry tomba 
are very rare in South Palestine, and the atone door still upon its 
hingea is unique. It is much to be desired that this monument be 
preserved from destruction, but there is probably little chance of this, 
as the atones are valuable for building. The swinging stone door·in 
a tomb of comparatively recent date is of considerable archœological 
interest, as showing that these doors were in use at a later pe1·iod 
than is commonly supposed. THos. CHAPLIN, M.D. 

Je1"U8alem, March 2nd, 1876. 

• 

THE STONE OF FOUNDATION. 
THE following from the Mishnah Yoma, v. 2, translated for me, 

January 30, 1872, by the late Emanuel Deutsch, may prove interesting 
with reference to Dr. Chaplin's paper on the" Stone of Foundation," 
published in the Athenœum, p. 608, 1875 :- · 

Yoma, v. 2. "Since the ark had been taken away [i.e., since the days 
of the first Temple J there was [ only J a atone there [in the Roly of 
Holies J from the time of the first prophets ; and its name was Shithiah 
[foundation], three fingers' height above the ground, and upon it did he 
[the high priest] place it [the incense]." 

CHARLES WARREN. 
Waltharn Abbey, Jan. 28th 1876. 

NEW PHOTOGRAPHS. 
THE following is Lieut. Kitchener's complete list :-· 

\ 1. Scene of the Return of the Ark. 
2. Scene of the Attack on the Philistines' Camp by Jonathan and 

·his Armour-bearer. 
. 3. Mount Moriah, the Site of Solomon's Temple. 
' 4. Site of Solomon's Palace. 

5. Elisha's Fountain. 
'· 6. Bethlehem. 

· , 7. Interior of Dome of the Rock. 
·., 8. The Jordan. 

9. Cana in Galilee. 
10. Bethany. 
11. Way of.the Cross, 


