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PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND
NOTES AND NEWS.
IT has been found necessary to postpone the first instalment of Mr. J. Chichester
Hart's papers on the " Natural History in the Desert " until July. The work
will be completed in about four instalments. Each number ~ill be illustrated
by a large coloured plate.
The two communications from the late General Gordon published in this
number are merely, as will be seen, notes sent to the Secretary, and placed
aside until they could be revised by the writer. Of late years he took a deep
interest in the proceedings of the Society, though his own conclusions, as may
be gathered from the papers here published, were based on other than purely
scientific grounds. The theory put forward in the note on Golgotha has been
further developed in Gordon's "Reflections in Palestine."
The Committee have to thank Mr. Laurence Oliphant for two important
communications which will be found on pages 82 and 94. The other papers
promised to the Society by a recent traveller have not yet reached us, but we
shall almost certainly be able to produce them in July.
The following is the Balance Sheet for the year 1884 : BALANCE SHEET.
IJecember 31st, 1884.
£ s. d.
Exploration
Subscriptions, Donations,
Maps and Memoirs
and Lecture returns. , 3,709 4 6
Loan
850 0 0
Salaries ..
Rent
862 1 0
Maps and Memoirs
224 3 5 Printers ..
Books
0 Jlice expenses •.
9 5 3
Photographs
Photographs, cost of
Balance (January 1st,
Postage and Parcels
172 5 8
1884) ..
Balance ..
£5,826 19 10

£
1,851
2,592
373
121
504
48
11
74
249

s. d.
13 7
13 7
15 6
0 0
3 1
12 5
12 8
5 10
3

2

£5,826 19 10

Examined and found correct.
(Signed)

W ALTER MORRISON.
G
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It will be seen that the expenditure includes the sum of £1,851 13s. 7d. due
to exploration. This makes the total cost of the Geological Expedition about
£2,300, part of which was included in the balance sheet of the preceding year.
The sum of £2,592 13s. 7d. was expended on "Maps and Memoirs." Against
this is the sum of £862 ls. received on that account, and the valuable
property of the Great Map and the reduced modern map in the possession
of the Society, besides the copies which remain of the "Survey of Western
Palestine." Printing takes the large sum of £500, which includes the postage
of the Quarterly Statements to subscribers. Management is an item which
varies little from year to year. Including parcels and postage it amounted last
year to £629 6s. 5d. The proportional table of expenditure is as follows:Exploration, nearly
Maps and Memoirs
Printing . .
Management

33 ·21 per cent.
46 ·49
9 ·o4
11·26
100•00

A considerable sum, about £750, still remains (March 25th) to be paid on
o.ccount of the Maps and Memoirs, and the Society is further indebted in the
amount of a loan of £850, the whole of which it is hoped to pay off before the
end of the year.
The Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society have issued their report for the last year,
in which it appears that they have now seventy-one members, and have issued two
pilgrims' texts, viz., those of Antoninus Martyr and Sancta Paula. That of the
Bordeaux Pilgrim is already translated and printed, and only awaits Sir Charles
Wilson's notes. The Society has received permission of Count Riant to use the
publications of the Societe de l' Orient Latin. Four more publications may be
expected in the course of the year.
The long-promised list of Old and New Testament names, with identifications,
references, and notes, is nearly completed. It has been compiled by Mr. George
Armstrong from the Bible Dictionary, the lists in Clarke's Bible Atlas, and
Captain Conder's lists, and is especially prepared with a view to being a guide
to the forthcoming maps covering the east as well as the west of the Jordan.
Professor Hull's book, called "Mount Seir," was issued on January 14th.
Subscribers are allowed a reduction on the price, and can obtain it in the usual
way, by application to the office, for 7s. 6d. post free. It contains, besides a popular
account of the Expedition, which occupies twenty chapters out of twenty-two, a
summary of Scientific Results, and a discussion on some of the more im·
portant of the sites visited. There is also appended a Geological Map, and an
Appendix containing Major Kitchener's Report, and a paper by Mr. George
Armstrong on the Wady Arabah. There are twenty-three illustrations-from
drawings and photographs made by the travellers during their work.
Those who are interested in the welfare of the modern inhabitants of
Palestine, will be pleased to hear that the English Laugue of the venerable
Order of St. John has now established an Ophthalmic Hospital just outside
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.Jerusalem, where a duly qualified English surgeon, specially skilled in the
treatment of the eye, is now resident. The local management is vested in a
committee of British residents, Associates of the Order of St. John; under the
presidency of the Consul, Mr. Noel Temple Moore, C.M.E.
The English
offices are at the Chancery, St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell.
The income of the Society, from September 26th to December 12th, 1884,
inclusive, was-from subscriptions and donations £556 5s. 4d., from all sources
£703 16s. 4d. The expenditure during the same period was £728 6s. 1d. On
March 12th the balance in the Banks was £205 9s. 6d.
It is suggested to subscribers that the safest'and most convenient manner
of paying subscriptions is through a Bank. Many subscribers have adopted this
method, which removes the danger of loss or miscarriage, and renders unnecessary the acknowledgment by official receipt and letter.

Subscribers who do not receive the Quarterlg Statement regularly, are asked
to send a note to the Secretary. Great care is taken to forward each number
to all who are entitled to receive it, but changes of address and other causes
give rise occasionally to omissions.
'
While desiring to give every publicity to proposed identifications and other
theories advanced by officers of the Fund and contributors to the pages of the
Quarterly Stt~tement, the Committee wish it to be distinctly understood that
by publishing them in the Quarterly Statement they neither sanction nor adopt
them.
The only authorised lecturers for the Society are(1) The Rev. Henry Gettry, Vicar of St. Thomas's, Portman Square. His
lectures are on the following subjects : The Survey of Western Palestine, as illustrating Bible History.
Palestine East of the Jordan.
The Jerusalem Excavations.
A Restoration of Ancient Jerusalem. Illustrated by original photo·
graphs shown as "dissolving views."
{2) The Rev. James King, Vicar of St. Mary's, Berwick. His subjects arc
as follows : The Survey of Western Palestine.
Jerusalem.
The Hittites.
The Moabite Stone and other monuments.
{3) The Rev. James Neil, formerly Incumbent of Christ Church, Jerusalem.
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