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Editorial 

I am delighted that this issue of Religion, State & Society is the fruit of col1aboration 
with a colleague in the field: Dr Douglas Rogers, a postdoctoral fel10w in the 
Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies and the Department of 
Anthropology at Miami University in Ohio. He first approached me in summer 2003 
about the possibility of publishing in RSS some of the papers to be presented in the 
panel 'Religion, Power, Political Economy: Postsocialist Views' at the Meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association in Chicago in November of that year. 

The panel was of specific interest for the fact that it brought together specialists in 
the field of anthropology, a discipline which, as Rogers explains in his 'Introductory 
essay' in this issue, has been possible in a long-term and systematic manner in the 
states of the former Soviet Union only since the early 1990s. There is now a critical 
mass of anthropologists working on religion in the 'transition from socialism' who 
have done long-term fieldwork with religious communities in the region. 

Their work addresses a number of important themes, which Rogers identifies and 
describes in his article. These are all themes the study of which can only be enriched by 
findings from the postcommunist world presented in the work of scholars from a wide 
variety of disciplines. Many of them, moreover, are relevant for an understanding of 
the current and future role of religion not only in the postcommunist world but in the 
'western' and Islamic worlds as well. Just one example is the 'secularisation thesis' in 
the context of modernisation. 'Increasing modernisation', notes Rogers, 'has not, as 
many proponents of the thesis once predicted, led to the decline or disappearance of 
religion.' He notes that 'one of the primary arenas for recent discussions of modernity 
and religion has been Islam in the Middle East', and he points to the 'significant 
insights that might be garnered from research on socialism and its transformations'. 
'What might ethnographies of religion, secularisation and desecularisation in the 
former Soviet bloc contribute to broader theory,' he asks, 'and how might they help to 
expand our understandings of what it has meant to practise religion and practise 
secularism in the "modern" world?' 

*** 
I would like to apologise for a number of orthographical errors which went 
uncorrected in the last issue of RSS (vo1.32 noA). Most were minor, but two which 
should be noted are the incorrect diacritical signs on the surname Milosevic in line 7 of 
the Editorial and the incorrect spel1ing of the surname Potrata in the table of contents 
and on the back cover. 

February 2005 PHILIP W ALTERS 
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